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Grand Master’s Message
a place in the world as we know it. Brethren, it is up to us to set
the bar high and help bring the rest of the world up to par.
While I may have started this missive off on a somber note, rest
assured that all is not “doom and gloom.” This year has – so far –
been one of excitement and revelation. Excitement, or better yet
enthusiasm, that seems to be coming forth from all corners of our
Grand Jurisdiction. Enthusiasm bolstered by the re-opening of our
lodges. To be sure, in late February of this year, Most Worshipful
Kaufman allowed the lodges to re-open with those restrictions that
were required by the state. Many lodges took advantage of this
“soft opening.”

Brother Robert B. Ellston
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Greetings to you, My Brothers;
As I write this, I find myself contemplating the past six months. To
be sure, it has been somewhat of a whirlwind of places, times and
events.
We have seen the Covid pandemic wane and then re-emerge with
a vengeance as the Delta variant appeared. Vaccines having
been administered to those who chose to receive them gave us
some sense of normalcy in our daily lives only to have
“breakthrough” cases enter onto the scene. Will this “evil” never
leave us? I ask you to please do all that you are able to keep
yourselves and families safe from this pestilence. Hopefully, in
time it will be eradicated or at least be brought under better control.
Not only are we besieged by stories centered on the continuing
Covid crises, but we are constantly assailed by news reports of
violence, hatred, confusion, and turmoil – locally, nationally and
internationally. My Brothers, I for one am heartened by the fact
that we as Freemasons have within our fraternity the foundation
that has seen us through much strif e and many setbacks
throughout our existence. As Freemasons, we have bonded
together to overcome the obstacles that have challenged us on
numerous fronts. Be they wars, political upheavals, racial or
domestic strife, we have stood firm in our belief in the tenets of this
“Gentle Craft.”
The brotherly love and affection that permeates our Masonic
teachings offers us the opportunity for refuge from the turmoil and
despair that tries to assail us from without in this profane world.
Where else can be found the solace offered to mankind than within
“our peaceful walls.” Where else can be found men of different
backgrounds, nationalities, creeds, faiths, and persuasions sitting
down on a regular basis in peace and harmony to enjoy each
other’s company and to learn? Brethren, I speak not to you just of
our Grand Jurisdiction, but rather of the worldwide Fraternity of
Freemasonry. Thanks be to the Great Architect of the Universe
that we – as Brothers – can come together in a common place and
time of peace and harmony to meet upon the level.
By our following of the tenets of Friendship, Morality, Relief, Truth,
and Brotherly Love, this will continue to lead us to live and act as
upright Freemasons within society. The principles of this Masonic
Fraternity must continue to point out to the profane world that
diversity, tolerance, and inclusion can and shall continue to have

I was fortunate in that the week of my installation as your current
Grand Master, the Governor of Rhode Island basically “lifted” all
restrictions, thereby allowing me to “fully” open the lodges to return
to “work” in true Masonic fashion. Our lodges are bringing in
candidates, performing degree work, holding events, such as
Table Lodges, picnics, and charity events, and traveling within and
without their respective districts. There is a true sense of
camaraderie that pervades the landscape as the lodges share
fellowship and good times together.
Revelation comes not only in the day-to-day workings of your
Grand Lodge, but also in our “new-found” ability to travel to other
Grand Jurisdictions “in person,” as well as via the “Zoom Platform.”
Your Grand Master and the Grand Council have once again been
afforded the ability to meet “upon the level” with their counterparts
from other Grand Jurisdictions and learn of the various
undertakings and ideas being generated outside of our “little”
state. It is truly amazing just how far ahead of the curve our
jurisdiction is in comparison with some of the other jurisdictions in
several areas. That is not to say that we don’t come back with new
thoughts and ideas that will hopefully grow our Craft here at home.
Your Grand Lodge – through the Grand Line of Officers and the
various Grand Lodge Committees - continues to work at
developing programs and providing assistance to the officers and
members of the various lodges whether on the lodge level, or to
the individual brother. There will be more information forthcoming
on some new and updated programs in the very near future.
Please, utilize your Grand Lodge as a resource to help you achieve
your goals as a lodge or as an individual brother.
(Continued on Page 5)
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Societas Rosicruciana
By: Andre L. Gregoire, Chief Adept
It was a hot, gorgeous, sun filled Sunday, June 27, in Rhode
Islands’ premier playground known as South County, with crowded
beaches and entertainment venues all coming to life and returning
to pre-Covid existence .
A watershed moment was happening at a little jewel of an historic
colonial tavern known as Haversham Inn & Tavern located on Post
Road in Westerly, Rhode Island. Historically the Inn was the
stagecoach stop for the Boston to Westerly run. Today, the Inn is
a locally renowned wedding and corporate banquet venue.
Meeting here today were members of the Rhode Island &
Providence Plantations College of the Societas Rosicruciana In
Civitabus Foederatis. Yep, your right, its a mouthful! It’s led by two
stalwart leaders in Rhode Island Freemasonry, Frater Bradford L.
Barco, Chief Adept, and recently elected Frater Raymond E.
Hassell, as the college Celebrant. The officers and members
adjourned their summer solstice meeting in the Inn’s outside
gazebo to gather in the tavern with their ladies to enjoy a long
overdue celebration and the highlight of the Summer Solstice,
known as the Rose & Cross Ladies Luncheon.
All agreed that the service and the four-course luncheon were
scrumptious from the cream clam chowder to the Inn’s epic dessert
known as Dippers. But more importantly, we were honoring our
ladies, who continue to support our Masonic endeavors. It was
time for some long overdue gratitude, relaxation, and reaffirmation
of the friendships after a challenging year!
For those reading this article and not familiar with Masonic
Rosicrucian's, a little background. The Rhode Island & Providence
Plantations College, one of 43 colleges that are located in various
Masonic jurisdictions, was founded and chartered in 2005 by
Frater Robert F. Poyton, with the assistance of then Grand Master
of Masons, Most Worshipful Bradford L. Barco. Our first Chief
Adept Robert Poyton gathered together a small group of like minded Freemasons in the study of the esoteric and arcane
phenomena of the Masonic craft.

Annual Meeting R.O.O.S
August 28, 2021
By: Sir Knight, Richard F. Lynch
The Annual Meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, USA, Royal
Order of Scotland was held on August 28, 2021, in Akron, Ohio.
Sir Knights R. David Armstrong and Richard Lynch accompanied
Brother Michael Cunningham of Harmony Lodge No. 9 as new
candidate to be inducted to the Order. Michael was one of a class
of 83 candidates attending to receive the prestigious orders as
conferred by the officers of the Provincial Grand Lodge. The
meeting was very well attended with approximately 160 in
attendance.

The Societas Rosicruciana in Civitatibus Foederatis (Rosicrucian
Society of the United States) is an independent Christian society.
Admission is limited by invitation to Master Masons who are
members in good standing of a regular and duly constituted
Masonic Lodge and who accept and believe in the fundamental
principles of the Trinitarian Christian faith. It was formed on
September 21, 1880, by three Colleges chartered within the
previous 10 months by the Society in Scotland. The purpose of the
society, according to its earliest scholars, is “to afford mutual aid
and encouragement in working out the great problems of Life, and
in discovering the Secrets of Nature; to facilitate the study of the
systems of philosophy inculcated by the original Fratres Rosae
Crucis of Germany based upon the Kabbalah and the doctrines of
Hermes Trismegistus.”
“The Societas Rosicruciana does not constitute just another
interesting degree in Freemasonry to be acquired in the course of
ordinary Masonic progress. It is something beyond and outside
Freemasonry. The Society is the ideal forum for Masons who wish
to extend their contemplation of the hidden mysteries of Nature
and Science, and to investigate the meaning and symbolism of all
that now remains of the wisdom, art and literature of
the Ancient World.” (Quoted from The website of Ohio College).
More information is available at www.sricf.org.
♦

L. – R Michael Cunningham, Provincial Grand Master –
Sir James E. Winzenreid and R. David Armstrong.

The Royal Order of Scotland is an appendant order within the
structures of Freemasonry. Membership is an honor extended to
Freemasons by invitation. The Grand Lodge of the Royal Order of
Scotland is headquartered in Edinburgh, with a total of 88
subordinate Provincial Grand Lodges; of these, the greatest
concentration is in the British Isles, with the rest located in
countries around the world.
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Rhode Island Shrine
Camping Club
By Michael Brito, Chief Rabban
The Rhode Island Shriners Camping Club has been traveling
strong for several years now with many local and distant locations
on their radar. However, this season-ending spot was truly one of
the most memorable. The trip began without the usual “convoy”
style of travel as some of the members had work or other
commitments which allowed us to leave at staggered intervals still
maintaining the usual communication of support while underway.

at a time and heaving the weight along on her back. Once the
stone reached the new placement the men aligned it just so and
with much effort lifted her upon the level plane!
The team was made possible by DeMolay Executive Director
Michael Lawson.

The agreed upon campground was The Holiday Trav-L-Park
located in Virginia Beach, Virginia. The sites were wonderful;
large, clean and well-appointed and just minutes away from all the
activities at the famous boardwalk and beach.
All this was great, however the real surprise came when we
learned that the Mid-Atlantic Shrine Association was holding their
session during the same weekend we were there. We soon
discovered that all of the “Welcome Shriners” flags and posters,
we thought erected for us, were instead installed for the MASA
event…humbling at best! It sure was fun thinking we were that
important, even for a moment!
Trips to the MASA events, together as Shriners, along with the
Military Air Museum, Virginia Beach Aquarium, strolling along the
boardwalk and time spent around our campfires all made this trip
a wonderful time together not only as Shriners, but as Masons. It
never fails that conversation goes deep when you get Masons,
food and fire combined for any length of time!
Well, we will be putting our campers trailers and motor homes
away for the winter, but as we know…start planning next season,
it will be spring before we know it!
♦

Armando Barragan, Allen Lamoore, Felix Diclo Jr &
Tucker Culhane

These young men are a rare breed! I must say what a pleasure it
was to meet and work with them and to learn that they were
supposed to be bowling with others, however came and
responded to the need first…a true demonstration of what
Freemasonry is and should be to us all! Thank you again to Mr.
Lawson for arranging the crew and a huge thank you to these fine
young men!
♦

St. John’s Commandery No. 1
Providence
Kenneth A. Angilly, Commander

DeMolay gives Scottish
Rite a Helping Hand
By: Michael Brito, 32º
On Saturday, August 28, 2021 a group of young men from
DeMolay of Rhode Island stepped into the light to give of
themselves and address the need of completing the memorial
stone relocation at the Scottish Rite Valley of Providence in
Cranston Rhode Island.
The project involved preparation of a new location within the Ballou
Park, removal of the Perfect Ashlar from its present spot, moving
the nearly 600 lb granite block and setting it onto the prepared
spot. I must say it was the “moving” portion of the project that
proved the most challenging! The group certainly rose up and met
the task head-on by working as a mechanized unit akin to the
Egyptians using round wooden beams placed before the load one

On September 30, St John’s Commandry No. 1 was able to
perform our long-awaited Order of the Temple on our 13 aspiring
Sir Knights. This class of Sir Knights had waited two years to
become Sir Knights of St John’s Commandry because of Covid 19.
A special thank you to them for their patience and to all the cast of
the Order of the Temple for an outstanding job especially our Past
Commander SK Paul Liese. This was his class, and it was a
pleasure to finally get them through the order. We also had great
attendance that evening with over 50 Sir Knights in attendance. It
was an honor to have our Sir Knight James Sandford Stone Sr.
our Right Eminent Grand Commander in attendance along with a
few other Grand Commandry officers. We will be looking forward
to bringing in another large class of aspiring Sir Knights this year
so stay tuned for more news from St Johns Commandry No.1
Providence.
♦

_____________________________________________________________________
(continued from Page 2, Grand Master’s Message)

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate R∴W∴Robert
A. Palazzo on his being elected to serve as your Grand Master for
the 2022-2023 Masonic Year. I would also extend to W∴“Brad”
Ripley a hearty congratulations as he becomes the next Grand
Marshal. I feel confident that the Craft will be in good hands and
that things will continue to move forward in this Grand Jurisdiction.
Congratulations also go out to W∴Mike Cunningham on his
appointment to serve as DDGM for the Southern District, along
with W∴Merrill I. “Mick” Torgan, Jr. as the GMOC in the Southern
District. May you enjoy your upcoming journey.
It is truly an honor and a privilege to serve as the Most Worshipful
Grand Master in this Grand Jurisdiction. In my travels over the
past several years, I have come to realize just how lucky we are to
be a small jurisdiction with a progressive line. While we, as
individuals, may visit lodges, we do not necessarily “meet” other
brethren, but when you are picked to serve as a DDGM you are
put in a special place where you meet and get to know your
brethren of the jurisdiction. In this jurisdiction you spend time
working with ALL the lodges and their members, unlike the larger
jurisdictions that do not offer that progressive opportunity. On my
journey to the Grand East, I have met and come to know many
brethren within this jurisdiction that I might not have otherwise
known as brothers. I can say that this has been a unique
experience for myself and my Grand Marshal, Keith. We extend
our thanks to each and every one for this wonderful experience
and this fantastic journey.
In closing, I wish you all a very Happy Holiday Season and a
Prosperous New Year. As always, may the Supreme Architect
bless and keep you and yours. Please, my brothers, remember
those less fortunate, and do as you are able to comfort them and
relieve their distresses.
♦

Fraternally,

Robert B. Ellston
Brother Robert B. Ellston
Most Worshipful Grand Master

Are They Private Piques and Quarrels or What?
By: M∴W ∴Peter Iacobucci, P.G.M.
Our Most Worshipful Grand Master suggested that this essay by
M∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, PGM, be reprinted as it appeared in the
November/December 2018 issue of the RI Freemason. Its
contents are as meaningful today as they were when first printed
and should be read by all.
It doesn’t take a scholarly person to realize that throughout human
history piques and quarrels have been the prevailing behavior of
mankind. From the earliest fights between prehistoric tribes for
territory, through all the periods of social development to today’s
geopolitical, religious, racial, and even family units, quarreling has
shaped the human behavioral landscape. Challenge yourself to
pick up a book on any historical period and see for yourself. Empire
against empire, brutal conquering and suppression of lower
classes, royal family disputes that often resulted in murder for
power, churches against churches, power struggles between
bishops and the church, the Dark Ages that plunged mankind into
the most horrid age, civil wars, even gunslingers settled their
disputes fatally. These are just a few examples of a sordid history.
Yet, with all this history, behaviorally, man has gained nothing,
except reached the ability for global communication that amplifies
the effects of this ever-continuing pattern of disputes.
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Facebook, Twitter, and other social media dominate our exposure
to controversial issues. Opinions fly around like snowflakes driven
in blizzard winds. Responses instantly fly back with equal force
and matching attitudes. We wait with anticipation to see how many
agree with us by supporting opinions or how many “likes” we get.
The fervency of our perspective deters open communication with
the opposition and often reverts to violent language and broken
relationships. How do we remove or protect ourselves from this
culture of opinionated unrest?
Commonality among whom we connect and socialize with would
seem a likely option or maybe just keeping our opinion to ourselves
would do well, but for most of us the latter is practically impossible.
Hypothetically speaking, “Birds of a feather flock together” or it
should be. On the other hand, if we examine Freemasonry, we see
a convergence of men who although hold certain ten ets dear to
their hearts, have strikingly different opinions on a vast variety of
subjects, so maybe similar feathers flock together. Thus,
Freemasonry tries to refrain from discussion of politics and religion
in open lodge for the purpose of keeping peace and harmony.
Even with that omission, piques and quarrels still exist on many
different levels. Unfortunately, these piques and quarrels seem to
thrive in some lodges almost tantamount to an anti-culture to the
foundation of established Masonic principles. We seemingly forget
our obligations and respect for the Master and officers of the lodge.
When electing the officers, we are in essence placing confidence
in their ability to rule and govern the lodge. In the process of
governing the lodge situations arise that need the brethren to
simply approve or in some cases vote such as scheduling of
degrees, candidate applications, building maintenance, dues
increase, charity, social events, merging, etc. Support for the
Master and officers would be anticipated positively.
This brings me to the title of the article “Private Piques and
Quarrels or What?” Whenever we argue in the lodge, we
reference that phrase of private piques and quarrels. I ask the
question my brothers, are lodges business a private pique or
quarrel or a broader issue that brings it beyond “private”? Wouldn’t
“private” suggest something between individual brothers?
Discussing lodge business is a healthy and necessary process to
allow all the brethren to be heard and extends the opportunity of
opening channels of thought that can produce a better outcome
than the original. Instead, I would postulate that stubborn
argumentation on lodge issues that divide the lodge embodies a
more destructive element. It could be either a brother with an “ax
to grind against the lodge” or sometimes just plain ego. What is
most unfortunate is when that disgruntled brother blinded by such
motives, whether realized or not, infects others who ally
themselves with his position and the “house is now divided”.
Divided not because of sound reasoning, but because of
subversive intentions at the expense of the peace and harmony
and the future success of the lodge. Here I inject the passage of
“that no contention should ever exist except that noble contention
or emulation as to who best can work and best agree”. We all
heard this passage in our ritual, as well as many passages in our
obligations that ask us to agree to precepts of behavior that benefit
God, our country, our brothers, family, and ourselves and to use
our individual manifold blessings and talents for the betterment of
all. Charity (love) being the strength and support of all institutions
more especially ours --- to be a FREEMASON. An institution
separate and apart from all other organizations and founded on
solid principles of morality and concern for others so needed in the
world today. Yet, I will not be so naive to state that there are no
“private piques and quarrels”, but we should be cognizant and
recognize the more destructive force of “contention”.
Brethren, the future of our lodges does not singularly rest on the
initiation of candidates and their retention but, also on the sound
(Continued on Pgge 6)
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practice of our principles above our individualism. The belief in
majority and the tolerance needed to be a good citizen within
Freemasonry for the love and continuance of this unique and
wonderful fraternity that preaches friendship, morality, and
brotherly love should be the prime objective of us all.
May the Grand Architect of the Universe bless and keep our
Fraternity, our brothers, and their families.


Renaissance Council No. 429
Allied Masonic Degree of the USA
By: Richard F. Lynch
At the invitation of Paul Revere Council of York Rite Masons of
Newton, MA, Renaissance Council was invited to the conferral of
the Order of the Scarlet Cord on Saturday, October 30. This was
the first time that this Order was authorized to be conferred in any
state. Up to this date the only time the Order was conferred was
during the annual Masonic Week held each year in February in
Washington, DC. Brother Robert Chan of Paul Revere Councilwas
the director of the conferral.
Seven brothers accompanied our Sovereign Master, Russell A.
Kawa, attended and received the three orders in a solemn and
impressive ceremony. Those receiving the Orders were:
Russell A. Kawa
William B. Ripley
R. David Armstrong
Michael Cunningham

Steven E. Smith
Richard F. Lynch
Robert T. Goff
Rick Baccus

L – R: Robert Goff, David Armstrong, Brad Ripley, Steven Smith, Russell
Kawa, Michael Cunningham, Rick Baccus, Rick Lynch and Robert Chan.

The Order, which is of English origin, was previously known as the
Royal Order of Masonic Knights of the Scarlet Cord, and was once
an appendant body to the Grand Conclave of the Order of
the Secret Monitor in the British Isles and its Districts and
Conclaves Overseas. It later became an independent body on
July 21, 2010, when the Grand Senatus was consecrated at
Freemasons' Hall in London, and took on the name, the Ancient
and Masonic Order of the Scarlet Cord. The Scarlet Cord was
introduced into the USA on November 12, 2008, and as the Orde r
of the Secret Monitor falls under the umbrella of the Grand Council
of AMD USA, the Scarlet Cord officially fell under the authority and
control of the Grand Council of AMD USA on February 13, 2010.
The Allied Masonic Degrees are an invitational organization and
require membership in the Royal Arch as well as the symbolic
lodge. Membership is limited to 27 members per council.


Rhode Island Chapter No. 1
International Police
Square &Compass Club
By: Dan Lee
Rhode Island Chapter #1 of the International Police Square and
Compass Club would like to cordially invite any Master Mason in
good standing to consider joining our organization. First founded
to bring active and retired members of local, state, and federalLaw
Enforcement together to share in the fraternal tidings of
Freemasonry, Rhode Island is home to a very active chapter of
dedicated brothers, as well as the organization’s international
headquarters.
Members need not be affiliated with any law enforcement
agencies, as many of our members have never worked as a police
officer or served in law enforcement. They are, however, just as
supportive of police as the members who are active or former law
enforcement members. Dues are a nominal fee, and at present
time, we are hosting quarterly dinner meetings. Our hope is to
bolster our membership so that we may continue our charity work,
which among other ventures includes our annual Above and
Beyond the Call of Duty Award steak fry and fundraiser where we
honor a police officer from Rhode Island who has acted heroically
during his or her duties. In the past, we have enjoyed special guest
speakers and police related programs at our meetings, and have
planned nights out, trips to sporting events, and group shoots at a
shooting range. If this seems appealing to you, and you have the
desire to help us continue on our mission of supporting law
enforcement and its members while meeting as Freemasons,
please contact Most Worshipful Brad Barco (President) at
blb1134@yahoo.com or Brother Dan Lee (2 nd Vice President) at
danlee81@hotmail.com for applications or to answer any
questions you have. And if you’re a member and haven’t been to
a meeting in some time, consider coming back around again . . .
we’re a better group with you.
♦

____________________________________________________________________
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1st Annual Masonic Charity Golf Classic – Go the Distance

Play golf with a Freemason, a Sir Knight, a Companion, a Shriner or a 32º or 33º Scottish Rite Mason. The phrase
“Go the Distance” can be applied to your Masonic journey or life in general. Those fellows already active in the
world’s oldest fraternity know that each day we try to make ourselves better men. In doing so we “go the distance”
to help a worthy brother and others in need of our assistance. Other good men may be looking to find what we
have discovered in the brotherhood of Freemasonry.

Go the Distance 1 st Annual Masonic Charity Golf Classic is a great way to introduce worthy men to Freemasonry,
but it’s also a casual and fun way to introduce new and seasoned master masons to the concordant bodies of
our great fraternity.

Master Masons, have you considered the Scottish Rite, York Rite, Commandery, or joining the Shriners? Did you
know the oldest active Commandery in the United States is right here in Rhode Island (St. John’s Commandery,
Providence). The golf tournament of all golf tournaments, for you, for us, for them; for our future of Rhode Island
Freemasonry. Mark your calendars and ask for the day off now; Friday, June 3, 2022 at the Exeter Country Club,
Exeter, RI with Shotgun Scramble to tee off at 9:00 a.m. Mt. Vernon Lodge has graciously agreed to host the
after-party BBQ immediately following the golf tournament.
By holding the golf tournament on a Friday, we are able to raise an additional $1,000 for charity based on 144
golf players attending. We realize that many of you have a regular foursome, but we ask that you register as a
twosome (MM and applicant; 32º/33º, Sir Knight and two MM, Shriner and 32º/33º and two MM). The idea is to
network and expand our brands and our fraternity organically.
On a final note, volunteers, lots of volunteers will be needed. We are looking for two liaisons from each lodge to
coordinate the statewide event. We will need help with set up and clean up , as well as the barbecue and
attendants to sit at various holes throughout the golf course where there are special golf challenges for large
dollar prizes (hole in one, closest to the hole). So non-golfers can get involved as well. The golf tournament is for
all Rhode Island Freemasons and a few good men who have shown interest in ou r Craft.
Hit them long, hit them straight, join us in “Going the Distance”.
Please register through https://www.facebook.com/masoniccharitygolfclassic http://www.stpauls14.org.
Charities to benefit from Go the Distance Annual Masonic Charity Golf Classic are divided into three parts:
The Dyslexia Foundation of Rhode Island; Autism Speaks and the Shriners.
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11/18/1940 Resolution adopted; “Masonic Grand Lodge Charities of Rhode
Island” a non-business charitable corporation, formed for purposes of receiving
and administering property and funds of a Charitable nature under management
of a Board of Managers. Also, to transfer to such Corporation, all property and
funds now held or hereafter received from time to time by the Grand Lodge.

Publisher: Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
Address: 222 Taunton Ave
East Providence, RI 02914
Managing Editor: Ronald P. Reed
Editor: Maria Doyle

Resolution adopted; Masonic Service Organization of the United States organized
for promoting and unifying emergency and welfare work of the Masons of the
USA, among those being called into service of the Army and Navy of the US.
Service Centers were organized in areas near large centers of Army and Navy
activity. Lodges support these activities with a per capita contribution of ten cents.
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6/22/1941 Sesqui-Centennial Celebration of Grand Lodge.Twenty-one guests
from thirteen jurisdictions present. Three guests from Grand Chapter, Grand
Council, and Ancient Accepted Rite in Rhode Island. Nineteen Past Grand
Masters present. Grand Lodge convened at Old Colony House (Old State House),
Newport, where Grand Lodge organized in 1791.Newport was settled in 1639.
Freemasonry was practiced in 1656 or 1658, seventy-five years before the first
Lodge was formed in Massachusetts, 1733. There is no record organized
Freeemasonry went back before December 27, 1749, when St. Johns Lodge No.1
Newport was warranted. It’s early meetings were held in Colony House Council
Chamber. Just previous to and during the Revolution, the two lodges in Newport
and Providence held no meetings. They were practically inactive from 1769 -1778.
In 1780, King David Lodge Newport and St. Johns Lodge Providence were only
active. St. John Lodge Newport remained dormant. On August 17, 1790, King
David Lodge, Newport presented a fraternal address to Brother George
Washington, on his second visit to Newport. He made a reply to them. (After this
visit it was generally felt that a General Grand Lodge of USA should be
established.) Later in 1790, preliminary arrangements were being made for
formation of a Grand Lodge in Rhode Island. October 19, 1790, St. Johns Lodge
Newport was revived including m embers of King David Lodge. (Additional facts,
photographs and information included in 1942 Proceedings.)

Average Total Copies: 2813
Single Issue Nearest filing date: 2750
Mailed outside the county, paid subscriptions,
exchange copies, (average): 1730
Mailed in County, paid subscriptions: 884
Fee or Nominal Rate copies: 100
Total distribution average: 2714
Copies not distributed average: 99
Total sum: 2813
Latest circulation date: Sept./Oct./Nov 2021

To be continued.

RI Freemason
Deadlines
Publishing Schedule
The Rhode Island Freemason is published
four times based on a Masonic calendar
year. Deadlines for submissions are listed
below for each issue.
The issues will be published as follows:
DECEMBER/JANUARY/FEBRUARY
Deadline: November 1st
MARCH/APRIL/MAY
Deadline: February 1st
JUNE/JULY/AUGUST
Deadline: May 1st
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Deadline: August 1st

From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue. Unfortunately, we did not
have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate, I have saved the material for
our next issue. As a reminder, please submit your material for future issues before the
deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis. As the deadline approaches, there
is less and less space available and your material may not be published if received on or after
the deadline date.
A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions:
•
•
•
•
•

Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents.
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files.
Please no PDF files, they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first serve
basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included.
Please send files to rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

Editor:

Maria Doyle

Associate Editors:

R∴W∴Jack Anderson

Editorial Advisor:

R∴W∴Ronald P. Reed
R∴W∴Grand Secretary

____________________________________________________________________

R W  Gilbert Fontes, DDGM

METRO DISTRICT

RW  Rick Baccus., DDGM

Hymn by Marty Haugen

The scripture character Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52) walked by his
faith as he was blind, but by a miracle received his sight because
of his beliefs. Much like Bartimaeus, General Colin Powell, as
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff during the first Gulf War in
1990 and again, as the Secretary of State for the second Gulf War
in 2003, walked by faith as he dealt with two very different war
situations that our troops were committed to. He clearly could not
see the outcomes of those situations, yet his faith supported the
military actions our nation took. We should all mark his passing.
So, as we approach the end of our calendar year and look forward
to turning the page on our new year, let us continue to walk by faith
for we know not what we may see.
And by faith we will have traversed another Grand Lodge SemiAnnual communication, and the decision of the brethren for the
future of our Craft. I am sure all the Grand Lodge officers are
humbled by your recognition. We will all have plenty to celebrate
at the Fall Festival as the Craft continues to adapt and move
forward.
But let us return to what we can see. Brother Rick Lynch and I were
invited to the Redwood Lodge No. 35 September communication
where we installed Brother Joseph Maddalena as Junior Steward
and presented him, along with Brother Steven Sanchez, with their
Mater Mason Welcome Packets. We then visited Overseas Lodge
No. 40 at their September communication and presented Brother
Edwin Bellamy his Welcome Packet and at their October
communication we recognized Brothers Anthony Antoniou and
Kevin Thompson. Our next event was my official visitation to
Rising Sun Lodge No 30. W:.M:.Gerry Phaneuf arranged fo r an
excellent program by W:.Leo Kennedy on the impact several RI
Freemasons made during the Civil War, and we all learned about
RI Artillery. I was accompanied by a suite of 21 brothers that night
and presented packets to Brothers David Howland and Matthew
Raso. Brother Rick and I then paid a visit to St Johns Lodge No. 1
to witness an excellent Entered Apprentice Degree exemplified by
W:.M:.Joshua Irizarry and his officers. We presented Master
Mason Welcome Packets to Brothers Allen LaMoore and Matthew
Mayers.
Our next travels by faith will be to Jenks Lodge No. 24 for their
annual communication in January. We look forward to
W:.M:Stephen Stock presenting his Masters Report. I am also
anticipating my official visitation to Redwood Lodge No. 35 in
January, where the program for the evening will be an Officer
Forum educational topic from our Masonic Education Director. You
will not want to miss it.
As we approach this time of year where our celebrations of
Hanukkah and Christmas bring us closer to our families, Brother
Rick Lynch and Lady Kay, along with Lady Patti and I want to wish
you and your families safe travels and joyous holidays. May we
all walk by faith into the New Year.
As always, please feel free to contact me at rickbaccus@cox.net
or at 401.413.6281.
Amazing grace, How sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost, but now I’m found
Was blind, but now I see
Hymn by John Newton
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We walk by faith and not by sight
No gracious words we hear
Of Him who as none e’er spoke
Yet we believe him near
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♦

Greetings from the East Bay,
‘No one notices or thinks about the life and struggles of the
caterpillar! All we notice is the freedom and beauty of the
butterfly!’
I’m paraphrasing the words spoken by PGM,
M∴W∴Peter Iacobacci, while on the drive to the St. Albans Table
Lodge. It seems many of us have had so much time to think about
things in a different light over the past year. Normal life has proved
to take some of us on a different path than expected.
As we approach a new year let us be ever mindful of the strength
in our fraternal bonds. The brethren, particularly of the East Bay
District Lodges, have maintained their lodges under extraordinary
circumstances for years. This year, the pandemic has brought to
light greater struggles which might cause us to rethink the life of
that caterpillar while on its way to beauty and freedom as a
butterfly.
I hope that you take comfort in knowing you are part of the world’s
best fraternity, made so by brothers like you, who are committed
to improving themselves to become better today than they were
yesterday. Therefore, get back to your lodge, get back to you. It’s
all about you in 2022. (Note: To your commitment to becoming a
better you!)
Get the ball rolling and attend the following:
12/14/21- Washington No. 3- DDGM Official Visitation (Suite
received at 7:30 pm)
12/20/21 - St. John’s No. 1P Annual (elections, 12/6) (see bulletin
for exact times)
1/4/22- Adelphoi No. 33 Annual (see bulletin for exact times)
1/19/22- St. Albans No. 6 Annual (see bulletin for exact times)
1/25/22- Adelphoi No. 33 Annual (see bulletin for exact times)
2/7/22- St John’s DDGM Official Visitation (Suite received at 7:30
pm)
Jay and I along, with our Ladies, Blanca & Kathy and Lass
Charlotte wish you the best Holiday Season and New Year!!!
♦

NORTHERN DISTRICT
R ∴W ∴ Eric E. Grist, Jr. DDGM
They say, “you can’t go home again”. I don’t know who they are
but, they obviously haven’t spent time as a DDGM or GMoC in
their mother district. We have been to every lodge in the district at
least once and it has been like old home days. September is
generally regarded as the beginning of the Masonic year, and it
has been amazing thus far.
Our first official duty was a visitation to Roger Williams Lodge
where we witnessed an Officer’s Forum on the importance and
proper form of the Masonic Memorial Service. This is among the
most important responsibilities of a Mason and needs to be treated
as such. John and I then had the opportunity to install the officers
of our mother lodge - Friendship Lodge. This was particularly
poignant for me as the newly installed master, Mark Morgenstern,
was my appointment to the officer line many years ago. A sho rt
couple of weeks later we installed the officers of Lafayette Lodge.
This was preceded by Most Worshipful Pothier’s magnificent
rendition of the Prologue. I was also asked to participate in the
annual installation of officers at Bristol Lodge in nearby N orth
Attleboro. That was an interesting experience. While the core of
the ritual is largely the same, the order of duties and general style
are quite different. As I write this, we are three weeks away from
Mt. Moriah’s Annual.
A lot happens during the autumn months here in the Northern
District. We are looking forward to the coming events (though
(Continued on page 10)
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some may have passed by the time you are reading this) such as
the Grand Master’s official visitation to the district, the SemiAnnual and Fall Festival, along with holiday observances and
celebrations. If you have not yet experienced the performance of
the Clef Singers from Cumberland High School at Lafayette’s
December meeting, do yourself a favor and avail yourself. Once
you do, you will likely make it an annual occurrence.
I may be biased regarding the Northern District, but we truly feel
like we are home again…
♦

and the Assembly’s new Worthy Advisor, Breanna Thompson. It
was an outstanding event, and I was honored to have had the
chance to attend. Congratulations to Breanna and her officers! As
you know, supporting our Masonic youth organizations is very
important to me. Together with Rainbow, our DeMolay
young men are the future of our fraternity and I feel strongly that
not only should we be promoting and supporting these groups’
activities, but also that we should be looking within our families and
friends to grow these organizations.
W:.Amaral and I are looking forward to continuing our travels to
the Southern District lodges’ Regular Communications. We hope
to see you as we travel!

CENTRAL DISTRICT

RW  Stephan H. Saraidarian, DDGM

May the blessings of Heaven rest upon you, your families, and all
regular Masons.
♦

Brethren ,
The sands of the hourglass drained swiftly these past few months.
By the time you read this Jason and I will have had the pleasure
of installing the officers of Ionic, Manchester, Harmony and
Daylight. Our goal ever the same, that we conferred their
installations in a manner befitting the hard work it took for them to
reach their respective offices.
The Central District continues to thrive post pandemic. I can’t say
for certain if it is a renewed interest in the Craft after so long away
or just the regular machinations of lodges being led by men of high
quality but in all cases I feel the renewed sense of purpose and
energy whenever I walked into a lodge room in the Central District
these past few months. I am happy to see the lodges doing degree
work and having wonderful presentations at their meetings. Each
Master is working to continue the work of the previous Master, or
in the case of R∴W∴Greene, continue the work he began the
previous year. To each of the Covid Worshipful Masters of the
Central District I will repeat what I stated at each annual. Thank
you. You stepped into a position of leadership during the toughest
of times and rather than turn tail or hide away you pressed ever
forward. You challenged your lodges, your members, and your
officers to do the same. You found ways to make it work. You
deserve a lot of accolades, but your Master’s Reports were all full
of congratulations and gratitude to your officers. You could not be
a more fitting representation of a mason if you were the son of a
widow from the tribe of Naphtali.
The relationships we cultivate throughout our lives are the most
precious things we will ever have. Doubt not that your time is well
spent. Jason and I look forward to sharing more time with the
brethren of the Central District and hope to see you at a lodge
soon.
Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year!

♦

SOUTHERN DISTRICT

RW  Mazen Alsabe, DDGM
Greetings Brethren,
W:.Anthony Amaral and I are enjoying the hospitality and fraternity
as we travel through the very welcoming Southern District!
We recently had the honor and privilege of installing the officers of
Hope Lodge No. 25 and Charity Lodge No. 23. Congratulations to
these lodges, and to their newest Worshipful Masters, W∴Mark W.
Moore of Hope Lodge and R∴W:Michael H. Southern of Charity
Lodge! It was immediately clear to us that both of these fine
brothers have the complete confidence and backing of their
respective lodges. We are looking forward to supporting W:.
Moore, R∴W:.Southern, their officers, and their lodges during their
year in the East.
On September 24, I had the pleasure of attending the installation
of the new officers of Westerly Assembly No. 7 (Rainbow),

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
W ∴Timothy L. Culhane, P.M.
From the Master, Wardens and Brethren of St. Johns No. 1
Providence, Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year!
St. Johns No.1P hosted our Annual Family Picnic on August 1 at
the Masonic Youth Center in Warwick. It was very well attended,
and the brothers, families, and guests enjoyed a great summer day
with plenty of food and camaraderie. A special thanks goes to
everyone who worked hard to make the event such a success.
The September communication was held on Wednesday,
September 15. This was a very special and important evening.
Under the leadership and vision of W⸫ M⸫ Joshua Irizarry, the
lodge held the inaugural event of the “Ashlar Project”. The
purpose of the project is to preserve the history of both St. Johns
Lodge and RI Freemasonry by recording the stories, experiences,
and memories of the brethren for posterity. The brethren were
treated to wonderful interviews with M⸫W⸫Bradford L. Barco,
M⸫W⸫Dennis W. Pothier, and R⸫W⸫Richard F. Lynch. These
interviews were recorded and soon will be made available to the
brethren of the jurisdiction.
On October 20, the lodge conferred the first section of the Entered
Apprentice degree on five candidates followed by a Special
Communication on Saturday, October 23 to initiate three more
candidates, and then to finish the remainder of the degree for all
eight of the candidates. The officers of the lodge delivered a
meaningful and impactful degree in the manner of excellence for
which St. Johns No. 1 Providence is known. A special thanks to
all the brothers who assisted with the delivery of the degree.
Congratulations and welcome to Brothers Saied Dib, Octavio
Gomez, Wilson Soto, Evan Trapassi, Fred Trapassi, Darnell
Brown, Michael Mott, and Mike Ritz. Their journey in Freemasonry
has just begun.
In December, St. Johns No.1P is proud to continue the tradition of
holding the Annual Holiday Food Basket event Saturday,
December 18 starting at 8:00 AM. For years, this event has
provided generous amounts of food to families in the community
who have met with hard times and would otherwise have to go
without during holidays. Any brothers from other lodges interested
in participating should contact W⸫M⸫Joshua Irizarry at 401-4241001. (Deadline for basket reservations is Dec. 4). Breakfast will
once again be prepared and provided by the brothers of Daylight
Lodge.
(Continued on Page 11)
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On Wednesday, December 15, St. Johns No.1P is excited to
welcome our Most Worshipful Grand Master, Robert B. Ellston for
his official visitation to the Metro District. The lodge will be opening
for regular business at 5:30p.m., to be followed by dinner at
approximately 6:15pm. R⸫W⸫Rick Baccus, DDGM and his suite
will be received at 7:15p.m., to be followed by the Most Worshipful
Grand Master and his suite at 7:30p.m. The program for the
evening will be presented by Dr. Teresa Neff, Historically Informed
Performance Fellow for the Handel and Hayden Society and
Senior Lecturer in Music at MIT. Dr. Neff will be giving a
presentation on “The Musical World of Thomas Smith Webb”. The
presentation will be semi-public, and W⸫M⸫Irizarry is pleased to
extend the invitation to spouses and partners to attend. If you plan
to join us for dinner, please make dinner reservations specifying
your
name
and
number
of
people
dining
at
reservationsSJ1P@gmail.com or by calling 401-861-1757. Dinner
is $10 per person.
January’s regular communication will be held on Wednesday,
January 19, 2022, opening at 5:30p.m. for business with dinner a t
approximately 6:15 p.m. The lodge is scheduled to return to labor
at approximately 7:00 p.m. for the conferral of the Fellow Craft
Degree on our candidates. We are looking forward to the
performance of the Long Form of the Middle Chamber Lecture by
Brother Senior Deacon Jason Shealy.
The February regular communication of St. Johns No. 1P will be
held on Wednesday, February 16 with the lodge to open at 6:00
p.m. for business with dinner and the program for the evening to
follow. St. Johns No.1P is proud to welcome Dr. Samuel Biagetti
to speak on “Early Rhode Island Freemasonry and the Founding
of St. Johns No. 1 Providence”.
For more up to date information about upcoming events and
communications at St. Johns No. 1 Providence, please visit our
website at www.stjohns1p.com .
♦

St. Alban’s Lodge No. 6
W ∴ William D. Stephens, PM

How often does a particular date in the year fall upon the same
day of the week? Fifty years ago, our senior Past Master, Leonard
P. (“Tuffy”) Sanford III was Worshipful Master for his first time, and
he held a Table Lodge on Friday, October 22, 1971. What better
way to honor him for his many contributions to Freemasonry, and
to St. Alban’s No.6 in particular, than to hold a Golden Anniversary
Table Lodge on Friday, October 22, 2021? Those who couldn't
attend missed out on a truly magical evening as we celebrated
Worshipful Brother "Tuffy" Sanford, and commemorated events
from 50 years ago. We were honored with the presence of the
Most Worshipful Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master, the
Junior Grand Warden, and our District Deputy Grand Master, as
well as a host of visitors and friends. Worshipful Brother Jay
Nystrom lead a team effort that made the night a success, and it
will remain one to remember for a long time.
On December 12, we will have our annual Family Holiday Dinner
downstairs at Leo’s Ristorante. Members, friends, and their
families will celebrate brotherhood and the season. Our Special
Ladies will be our honored guests for the occasion. We take this
occasion to wish all of our extended, Masonic family, throughout
this jurisdiction and beyond, a joyous holiday season.
Speaking of celebrating, the East Bay Masonic District has hosted
Robert Burns Dinners in the past, and this January will be no
exception. On Sunday afternoon, January 23, we will be
celebrating the birthday of Brother Robbie Burns in the Historic
Warren RI Armory. It will be a traditional Burns dinner with
appropriate ceremonies. The piping of the haggis will begin the
celebration at about 2:00 p.m. Information and ticket purchase
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will be available on the St. Alban’s website, www.stalbans6.org ,
under Events.

Mount Moriah Lodge No. 8
W ∴ Roger Lepire, PM

Every so often I write about traditions. Traditions are very
important to masons as we pride ourselves on doing things as they
were done at the onset of our craft. As many Freemasons know
Mt. Moriah has a tradition that goes back so many years that we
don’t even know when it started. As I have often said, when I
became a member, I asked several 50-year members how long
we have had our clambake. The answer from all was that they
didn’t know when it started. Some 50-year members told me they
had asked 50-year members the same question when they
became Freemasons and they were told they did not know when
it originated. I can comfortably say that our clambake has been
around better than 100 years.
That being said this year’s clambake was again a great success.
As usual the tickets sold out early, and the day was sunny and
comfortable. The first thing that caught my attention as I walked
into the lodge, was the Grand Master serving clam cakes and
chowder to the guests. I went over and told him I was surprised to
see him working. M∴W∴Ellston said why would you feel surprised,
I serve the chowder every year. He had a good point, he
considered it his job and just automatically did it. Our Bake Master
W∴Bill Wunschell once again did a great job, as well as our
Chowder Master W∴Dave Lancaster. Everyone had a great day,
and needless to say no one went home hungry. Hopefully this
tradition will continue for another 100 years, or more. At a later
date I’ll speak about our other tradition, The Wetting of the Hat.
At our September meeting Matt Cerullo and his line did an
excellent job of presenting the Third Degree on our newest Brother
Richard Seiss. It was a great evening that I’m sure Richard won’t
soon forget. We have two more candidates for step up night, and
three more for next year. The future looks bright for our lodge.
At our October meeting next year’s line of officers put through two
new candidates. Master for the ceremony was Ryan McNelis and
he and the new line put on a flawless degree. Our newest
members are Brothers Zachary Molitor and Maurice Sarette.
Zachery is Brother Justin Molitor’s son. And is also the youngest
EA in our jurisdiction. Maurice is our coming Worshipful Master,
Ryan’s brother-in-law. I’m sure it was a special night for all that
were present.
Now we have our sick report. The Chairman of our sick committee,
W∴Jim Bethel Jr. let me know that Brother Bob Herbert had
severely burned his leg. He had been at R.I. Hospital for two weeks
but was transferred to rehab. Jim and I visited him there. He is now
home. W∴Bethel also let me know that Brother Al Larivier has had
a bad year. He fell down on January 1. He went to Landmark
Hospital and when he got out fell again. They then operate d for a
compressed disc in his back. W∴Bethel visited him at home and
said he is now getting around well with a walker.
On a somber note, two of our brothers laid down their working
tools. Past Master W∴Fredrick Walmsley passed away in Florida
several months ago. And Brother Frank Sherman passed away
last month. They both had better than 50 years in the Craft. They
will both be missed.
♦

Harmony Lodge No. 9
Brother Jan A. Zukowski

As we come to the winter months, the brethren of Harmony Lodge
would like to wish all our fraternal brothers and their families a very
festive Holiday season.
(Continued on Page 12)
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Looking back at the late summer and fall, there definitely was no
shortage of labor, and we kept the momentum rolling from the
spring when we got back to meeting in person.

In September, we held our Annual Past Masters Dinner. In October
the lodge held its annual officer step-up night during the monthly
communication. Every presumptive officer did a great job with their
position and came prepared. We also held our Master Mason
degree later in the month. Congratulations to all the candidates
and a big thank you to brother Bill Laliberte for preparing the
candidates throughout this past year. Living up to our tenets,
Harmony also held a Spaghetti Dinner to help some of our own.
By the time this goes to print, we will have held our Annual
Communication and Banquet in November. Congratulations and
best wishes to our new Worshipful Master, Joshua Edwards, and
all the elected and appointed officers for the upcoming year.
December will be another busy month. We start the month with our
annual Ladies’ Luncheon on December 5. On December 12, we
will host our annual Children’s Christmas Party at the Doric
building. These two events bring a lot of joy to the members of the
lodge and their families, and the brethren look forward to hosting
and planning these events every year and this year will be no
different.
January brings the new year as well as new degree work. We have
an EA degree tentatively scheduled for Saturday January 29 from
1p.m.-4p.m. with lunch preceding the degree. Please check your
Trestleboard as well as the Lodge website at www.harmony9.org,
for all the latest news and updated schedules.
February features the return of the Harmony Cape Cod Getaway!
This event has been absent for several years, and we are excited
about its return. What better way to break up the winter months
and spend time with our fraternal brothers and their families! This
event is being held at the Cape Codder Resort and Spa in Hyannis,
MA. For information or reservations, please contact R∴W∴Michael
Cunningham at macunningham9@yahoo.com.
Harmony Lodge has always treasured our close relationships with
youth organizations such as the Fidelity Chapter of DeMolay and
Woodridge Assembly Rainbow. In the spirit of this, the Harmony
Officers will be attending the Woodridge Assembly Rainbow
Installation on Saturday, February 19.
The Lodges monthly communications and tentative degree dates
are:
•
December 7 – monthly communication - 6:30 dinner, 7:30
regular meeting
•
January 4 – monthly communication - 6:30 dinner, 7:30
regular meeting
•
January29 – EA Degree – 11am lunch, 1pm degree start
time
•
February 1 – monthly communication - 6:30 dinner, 7:30
regular meeting
•
March 1 – monthly communication - 6:30 dinner, 7:30
regular meeting
•
March 19 – FC Degree – 1pm degree start time
As always, please refer to www.harmony9.org and the monthly
Trestle board for specific details, including instructions for placing
reservations, upcoming dates and events. Please continue to
support your lodge and participate as you are able.
♦

Jenks Lodge No. 24
Brother Robert C. Frank

As 2021 is coming to an end, so is the work for our current line of
officers. As we prepare for a new year, I began to reflect on the
work we did. Over the past year, we began the slow crawl back to
normal. We were meeting in lodge again, for some of the
members it was the first time they were able to meet in our new
location at the St. Andrews Temple. Our year began with a Zoom
installation of officers and ended with Raising three men to the
sublime degree of Master Mason. congratulations to Brothers
Miles Bonalewicz. Michael Berendsen, and Robert-John Landry.
These brothers will all be fine additions to the lodge and I look
forward to see what their Masonic futures hold. In between the
two, we held several fraternal events at the lodge including a movie
night, cigar cookout and Sunday football on the big screen, thanks
to the hard work and dedication of Sr. Warden Mark Lomastro.
We also got back out into the community with spring baskets
donated to local churches with the continued help and support of
Ethan Place and the Lawton Home Trust. We will be continuing
the tradition of both Jenks and St. Andrews Lodges this year with
our annual Thanksgiving and holiday baskets for our local
churches and food bank in November and December. We also
continued support of Out of Darkness for suicide prevention, all
lead and organized by Brother Neal Rapp.
This year we have also supported two different Metro District
Charities: Rhode Island Community Food Bank with a monetary
donation raised by the lodges and the upcoming Special Olympics
Penguin Plunge
For this year, I am thankful for my brothers. My lodge brothers and
all the brothers I am fortunate enough to have in my life. I hope
you all remain happy and healthy and have a great upcoming
holiday season.
Upcoming events at Jenks:
♦

1/8 Jenks annual

COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM
W ∴Russell Lorenson, Chancellor

What’s happening at the COLLEGIVM LVMINOSUM!!
The next meeting of the Collegivm Lvminosum will be our Hillary
Term Meeting. It will be on January 31, 2022. What is a Hillary
Term you ask? Good question, stay tuned to our next meeting
notice to find out and for more details of our meeting itself. (Hint it
is a feast day – only fitting for Freemasons)..
I was very disappointed to cancel the last meeting of the
Collegivm. covid reared its ugly head once again and cancellation
seemed the wisest course of action. The meeting was all set to go
in the outdoor Charity Lodge followed by a dinner and refreshment.
I want to thank Brothers Mike Adams, Deven Adams, and Mason
Adams of Charity Lodge who helped in preparing the outdoor
lodge and were ready to jump into assisting with dinner and other
aspects of the meeting. We tried to get a quick reschedule of this
meeting, but planning is crucial as the time of daylight and dusk
will matter for the program. We are looking for dates in the spring
or early summer which may work out – stay tuned.
Please note the Blue Book date for spring 2022 is not viable
meeting date and has been changed from May to April 28, 2022.♦

____________________________________________________________________

Plantations Conclave
Knights of the
Red Cross of Constantine
By: Richard F. Lynch, Knight Companion
On Friday, October 22, Plantations Conclave Knights of the Red
Cross of Constantine elected officers for the coming year at the
Ironworks in Warwick.
Elected Puissant Sovereign was Knight Companion Rick Baccus.
Knight Companion Thomas R. Yeaw was elected Eminent
Viceroy, Knight Companion Dennis W. Pothier was elected
Recorder, and Knight Companion Louis B. Clark was elected
Treasurer.
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were instrumental in helping home care providers get equipment
necessary for their patients.
“We believe that Bob Allen and the center, through his leadership
and commitment Rhode Island’s vulnerable, homebound
population makes him the perfect person to receive this award”,
said Cheryl Levesque, Vice President of the Board of Directors for
the Rhode Island Partnership for Home Care and Executive
Director of Patient Care Services for Home Care Advantage, a
skilled nursing and personal care attendant services provider
based in Cranston.
♦

The following Knight Companions were appointed to chairs in the
conclave:
Senior General, R. David Armstrong; Junior General, William B.
Ripley; Prelate, George Young; Orator, Phillip Crawford; Prefect,
Richard F. Lynch; Standard Bearer, Robert Nista; Herald, Ronald
Reed; Sentinel, Robert T. Goff; Steward, Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr.
Knight Companion and Intendant General for Rhode Island Leon
C. Knudsen brought the greetings of the United Grand Imperial
Council, the governing body for the order.
The officers will be installed at the conclave’s annual meeting in
January 2022.
The Red Cross of Constantine is officially the Masonic and Military
Order of the Red Cross of Constantine and the Orders of the Holy
Sepulchre and St. John the Evangelist. There are two chair
degrees conferred on the Sovereign and Viceroy of the conclave,
and two honorary orders, Knight Commander of Constantine and
Knight Grand Cross.
♦

PGM Robert J. Allen Receives Home Care
Industries Highest Honor
By: Nicholas Oliver
On September 9, 2021, the Rhode Island Partnership for Home
Care presented its highest honor, the Thomas A. Lamb Home
Care Advocacy Award, to Past Grand Master Robert J. Allen for
his work with the Robert J. Allen Medical Equipment Distribution
Center in Warwick.
This award is presented annually to an individual that moves the
home care industry forward by demonstrating the vision, integrity,
spirit and tenacity of the Honorable Thomas Lamb, Former
Majority Leader of the Rhode Island House of Representatives.
Representative Lamb was an early believer in what the industry
and society understands to be true; patients do better when they
are cared for at home, and home care is the most cost-effective
healthcare delivery system.
The Robert J. Allen Medical Equipment Distribution Center opened
nearly 20 years ago. It was initially limited to providing new and
gently used donated equipment to Freemasons and their families.
Over the years, it has expanded to include anyone in need. The
equipment has always been and will continue to be free of charge.
Accessing medical equipment remains difficult, but it was never
more true than in the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic when
domestic and foreign manufacturing of home medical equipment
stopped. Local pharmacies and durable medical equipment
suppliers ran out of hospital beds, walkers, shower chairs and
other items. MW Allen and the crew of Masonic volunteers

South Foster Volunteer Fire Department Receives
Donation at Grand Master’s Visitation
By: John Anderson
At MW Robert B. Ellston’s official visitation to the Northern
District at Roger Williams Lodge No. 32 on Nov. 13, a very special
charitable donation was presented to the South Foster, RI
Volunteer Fire Department.
The Town of Forster, RI Fire Department is com prised of several
volunteer departments. One of these departments is the South
Forster Volunteer Fire Department where W John Kent (Grand
Master of Ceremonies for the Northern District) is the Assistant
Fire Chief. Town budgets being what they are, the South Forster
Volunteer Fire Department relies on various means of raising
monies to maintain and equip their individual department.
Recently, they had planned to hold a road race and were asking
individuals to sponsor runners as a means of raising some m oney
toward this end. Worshipful John’s wife, Connie, mentioned this
at a gathering of the Grand Lodge Ladies and the Ladies decided
that they would sponsor a runner or two for this worthy cause.
The Ladies raised a total of $500, after which they inquired if Grand
Lodge Charities might consider matching through the Charities
Matching Grant Program. Grand Lodge Charities not only agreed
to match the $500, but saw fit to increase the amount so that the
SFVFD ultimately received a total donation of $2000.
♦
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Leadership Workshop:
What is it? When is it happening?
By W  Joshua P. Manfredo
On September 9, more than 30 elected and appointed officers
attended the first in-person Leadership Workshop held at Grand
Lodge. This training had been in development prior to the
pandemic and work continued throughout. The goal was to
develop a program suitable not only for educating and guiding
lodge officers in effective leadership and lodge management, but
to provide an opportunity for them to reach across to their peers
and share ideas.
The program began with a plenary session presented by W
Jason Rainone followed by two breakout sessions. The first
session, with the Senior Deacons and Junior Wardens, was
facilitated with the assistance of R W Melvin Silverio and W
Matthew Cerullo. This session gave brothers an overview of
where various resources and guidance can be found, how to assist
the Worshipful Master with the functions of the lodge, and in
general, the nitty gritty aspects of what makes a lodge run
smoothly.
The second session, with the Senior Wardens and Masters, was
led by WMichael Cunningham with help from W Patrick
Connor, and covered topics such as how to plan for a successful
year in the East, how to be an effective officer, interpersonal and
communication skills, as well as setting and changing
expectations. Bear in mind that this is only a snapshot of the
material covered in these sessions!
Upon adjourning for the afternoon, the leadership committee,
under the guidance of M W Peter Iacobucci believed that we
had delivered on our objectives, but we recognized that revisions
and improvements could be made. Based on the feedback we
received, the committee is planning some updates to the overall
flow of the day and adjustments to the time spent on various topics.

Rhode Island DeMolay
By: Michael K. Lawson, Executive Officer
September brings a lot of new changes for the youth in Rhode
Island. For some, it’s the start of a new school year, new sports
teams, new teachers, or even a whole new school. For Rhode
Island DeMolay, September ushers in a new State Suite. This year
Benjamin Lawson was installed as State Master Councilor on
Sunday, September 12. His Installation marked the first time in
Rhode Island history a father and son have served the state in this
role. Rhode Island DeMolay was also happy to have in attendance
the Grand Master of DeMolay, Brother Vincent D’Aguanno from
Michigan, and the Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons for
Rhode Island Robert B. Ellston. Also installed on the State Suite
this year were: State Senior Councilor - James Horton Jr., State
Junior Councilor - Daniel Harrison, State Senior Deacon - Michael
Mott, State Chaplain - Keith Phaneuf, and State Scribe - Wyatt
Kempf. Congratulations to all!
As part of our “New Year of DeMolay”, the State Staff has started
working on a new outreach program. Currently, three DeMolay
Chapters represent three Masonic Districts, Fidelity Chapter Central District, Pawtucket Chapter - Northern District, and
Gaspee Chapter - Metro District. We lack chapters in the other two
- East Bay and Southern Districts. The State Staff will be working
over the next year to start new chapters in those two districts. If
any lodges in those Districts are interested in hearing more, please
contact Michael Lawson rhodeislanddemolay@gmail.com.
DeMolay has many options that would be ideal as a Masonic
Program for your lodge. Please reach out to us; our young men
would love to showcase something for you.
♦

The committee would like to thank everyone who attended and
provided comments. The continued improvement and evolution of
this program is integral to its intent so we encourage any feedback
that may come our way.
The next leadership training session will be held on January 29,
2022, at Grand Lodge. A registration link will be advertised and all
those who sign up prior to the scheduled date will receive some of
the presentation materials in advance so they may better prepare
for the day. We hope to see many of you then.
♦

The Rhode Island Shrine Bar is open!
We are offering staggered hours of operation in an
effort to accommodate events at Scottish Rite as well
as the Blue Lodges who meet there. We welcome you
to join us for a pre or post meeting libation!
W Jason Rainone presents the first session to all attendees at the
first in-person Leadership Workshop.

Watch for our “open” sign in the foyer window, when
the light is on, come on in!
Bar Manager – Jim Stringfellow (401)952-6880

____________________________________________________________________

The George Washington Masonic
National Memorial
R∴W ∴Ray Geer, Grand Historian
The Memorial stands as the most distinguished monument to
Washington ever built by a private organization. Erected in the
1920s and 30s, it soars 333 feet as a beacon of light and
knowledge, educating and inspiring all who visit it. Recognized in
2015 as a National Historic Landmark, the Memorial is one of the
most impressive and iconic buildings in the area around our
nation’s capital.
At the urging of the Alexandria-Washington Lodge, Joseph W.
Eggleston, the Grand Master of Virginia, invited every Grand
Master in the United States to assemble in Alexandria-Washington
Lodge on February 22, 1910, for the purpose of forming an
Association to plan and build “a suitable Memorial Temple to
George Washington, the Mason.” Representatives from 26 Grand
Lodges gathered on that day to endorse the erection of the
Memorial, and the George Washington Masonic National
Memorial Association was formed. Thomas Shryock, Grand
Master of Maryland, was elected the first President of the Memorial
Association.

Rhode Island Freemason
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Standing Order No. 91.2 requires that each applicant for the
Degrees of Freemasonry pay, in addition to other fees, $3.00 for
the Endowment Fund of the George Washington Maso nic
Memorial before receiving the Entered Apprentice degree. Also,
Standing Order No. 107 states that annually $1.00 for each active
member on the rolls be contributed to said endowment fund.
M∴W∴Carl B. Willi, PGM is currently serving on the Board of
Directors of the George Washington Masonic National Memorial
Association. His term expires in February 2022.
Save the Date Monday, February 20, 2023 for the Re-enactment
of the Cornerstone Dedication of the George Washington National
Memorial. Join your brothers for this Historic National Masonic
Event!
♦

Ten years after the first official meeting of the association, the
concept of a colossal building as a Memorial "lighthouse" to
Washington was approved by the Grand Lodges of the United
States. The site was selected because it followed the ancient
tradition for the location of temples on hilltops or mountains. It was
also located on land with which General Washington was familiar,
as he spent a great deal of time in Alexandria and its environs.
The groundbreaking ceremony took place on June 5, 1922. Louis
A. Watres, President of the Memorial Association and Past Grand
Master of Pennsylvania, and Charles H. Callahan, Past Master of
Alexandria-Washington Lodge No. 22, and a future Grand Master
of Virginia, participated in the ceremony. Despite the great
expense, the Memorial Association was determined not to borrow
money. Construction only proceeded as money was collected for
each stage of the project.
On November 1, 1923, the Memorial’s cornerstone was dedicated
in a Masonic ceremony. President Calvin Coolidge, former
President and Chief Justice William H. Taft, and numerous other
dignitaries performed the ceremony before a crowd of thousands
of Freemasons from around the nation. The onset of the Great
Depression did not stop work on the Memorial. For over 10 years,
Freemasons steadily and faithfully contributed to the construction
of the Memorial. On May 12, 1932, the bicentennial year of George
Washington’s birth, the dedication of the Memorial took place with
President Herbert Hoover participating.
After World War II, work on the Memorial’s interior began in
earnest. By 1970, the George Washington Masonic National
Memorial was completed. In 1999, the large Square and
Compasses emblem was added to the front lawn, a visible sign to
the Masonic nature of the Memorial.
The above history of the George Washington Masonic National
Memorial is credited to The George Washington Masonic National
Memorial Association.
The photo of the 1923 Cornerstone Laying is from the archives of
Franklin Lodge No. 20. The Cornerstone Laying was attended by
several thousand Freemasons shown clearly in a larger copy of
this photo. The Grand Lodge of Rhode Island is one of many
Grand Lodges that annually provide financial support to the
Memorial’s Endowment Fund.

MSA/VAVS Rep. Russ Kawa presents a donation check from
Masonic Grand Lodge Charities to the Chief of V.A. Volunteer
Services, Donna Russillo for their Thanksgiving Food Basket
Program.
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