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Grand Master’s Message
exterior of the building, and replacement of glass block windows
around the building. This has been a year-long process. The
building is now in good condition and many of the updates will last
many years to come.
Lodge Meetings/Virtual Ritual
As Grand Master there are two important things I have had to
wrestle with during the pandemic. The first is to make sure our
brethren stay safe and healthy when at lodge. The second is to
work diligently to keep the Craft together and minimize the loss of
brothers during this pandemic. To accomplish the first, I chose to
close or open the lodges in the best interest of health and safety
for all brethren. This has worked as I have not been informed of
any lodges that have had members with Covid-19 that can be
traced to a lodge meeting.

Brother Gary S. Kaufman
Most Worshipful Grand Master
COVID, COVID, COVID….
I am sitting here at the end of January penning this message and
see a glimmer of light at the end of the tunnel. It has been a verylong road to get here. Just about one year ago the first cases of
the novel coronavirus, Covid-19, were reaching our country. We
were alerted to the seriousness in February 2020 and full outbreak
in March. Just like the rest of the world, we as a Craft went on
lockdown. For us, that meant closing the lodges. We were able
to meet on this “new to us” platform called “Zoom” to take care of
the business of the lodge and socialize, sort of. In June, we were
able to open our lodges to limited attendance and a new hybrid
meeting format was born. As we navigated investigations and
degree work, it was clear that we had a backlog of candidates
awaiting degrees. In September, all three degrees were conferred
on consecutive Saturdays and at the end of the day, there were 42
new Master Masons in our jurisdiction.
Foreseeing the possible surge of Covid-19 cases in the Fall, a
virtual ritual was prepared to be used at the opening and closing
of each lodge. As cases skyrocketed in November, we needed to
close the lodges yet again, but this time the closure and back to
full Zoom meetings was noticeably different. Dress code was
required, and the jurisdiction met like we usually do in lodge, but
virtually. The clothing we wear and ritual we present are the
foundations of our meetings. We need to continue to do the things
we have done for centuries, so we do not forget how to do it!
So, here we are at a point where the Covid-19 vaccine is in our
sight. However, new variants of Covid-19 are emerging and
causing uncertainty. But as a Craft we are optimistic. We will meet
again on the level in lodge, soon!
It is very strange to write your last message four months before
your term ends. What do I say? Do I recap my year as Grand
Master knowing that the last four months are missing? I have
decided to provide some highlights of the accomplishments that
have been reached, even as we continue to battle the restrictions
and limitations of Covid-19.
Grand Lodge Building
In February, the exterior renovations to the building were
completed. The renovations included mitigation of interior water
damage, fixing multiple building leaks, new portico decking, new
portico entrance doors, new stairs to Taunton Avenue building
entrance and awnings, cleaning, repointing and sealing the entire

The second has been more challenging. We know how difficult it
is to keep the brethren engaged at regular communications.
Degree work and interesting programs usually does the trick. But
the pandemic has precluded us from meeting in person and no
degree work can be conferred. The initial Zoom business/social
meeting worked well at the beginning, but without structure and
purpose, brethren were losing interest. The requirement of proper
attire and opening and closing ritual was introduced in November.
We are Masons and we have certain rituals which have been
presented for hundreds of years. By doing what we do in lodge, on
Zoom, we continue our dedication and need for more - “Light”,
keeping the Craft together in these trying times. As an extension
to this ritual, a ritual was prepared to install lodge officers over
Zoom. Although not quite like being in person, the ritual is similar
to the semi-public installation format, and has worked very well.
Giving Back
At the December 2020 meeting of the Grand Lodge Executive
Board, I proposed a $1,000 gift to each lodge, which was approved
unanimously. The gift was given without restrictions. The money
could be used in any way the lodge decided. My reasoning for the
gift was simple. During the pandemic lodges cannot actively raise
money for operating expenses, rent, charity, etc. This gift was well
received by the lodges and I received a number of thank you notes.
Degree Work
Under the direction of the Junior Grand Warden and many capable
brethren, the three degrees of Freemasonry were conferred in
September 2020. Hours of work went into the adjusting of ritual
and floor work to allow for these degrees during Covid-19. I am
pleased to announce this program was a success and plans are in
the works for another three sessions in April.
(continued on page 5)
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A Labor of Love
By: W∴Jason Nystrom, GMC
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chambers. Construction there saw additional framing, flooring, and
other support work to ensure the future stability of the building.
With the loss of space from the new framework, the existing risers
and daises needed to be extended to make for headroom while
sitting in the rear pews.
With the third floor now finished, the second-floor social hall
became the new focus of attention. Most Worshipful Past Grand
Master Peter Iacobucci provided professional design services, and
a comprehensive renovation plan for the temple’s second floor
was adopted. Although it may be several years before the funds
can be raised to finish the second-floor renovations, the members
can be pleased in their accomplishments in finishing the third floor,
and of all the blood, sweat, tears, and memories that the temple
has seen.
Despite the active renovation projects, the lodge made the best
use of the unfinished social hall, hosting their annual Fourth of July
Parade parties and post-meeting collations in the rough and
rugged spaces.

2020 marked the 100th anniversary that St. Albans Lodge No. 6
has called its current home in the former Bell Furniture Building in
Bristol home. It is in the last 15 years, however, that the temple
has seen its greatest difficulties.

As the smallest lodge in Rhode Island, the rebuilding has been no
small task, and its eventual triumph over calamity was never a
guarantee. The dedication of its approximately 17 active members,
representing roughly 50% of the membership, to the preservation
of its physical home and the memories it stores, pulled this lodge
through its darkest days.

Many in this jurisdiction may have heard of the plight of St. Albans
Lodge’s structural issues, but few have seen the daily progress
made in its restoration, other than its members. The building’s
problems first began in December of 2005, when a windstorm blew
off the rubber membrane on its flat roof.

Once lodges have been reopened and the plague of 2020 is
behind us, we invite you all to visit and see the progress that the
members have made.

Water penetrated through the rafters and down to the plaster on
the lodge room’s ceiling, causing a sag that came half-way down
the room. It was said that the sag was so great that the Senior
Warden in the West had trouble seeing the Worshipful Master in
the East!
The damaged rafters and trusses were replaced, and renovations
took place over several years, before the brothers of St. Albans
were able to meet in their own lodge room again in 2010.
Unfortunately, the brothers’ respite was brief, and in the fall of
2013, cracks began to appear in the south side of the building;
some became large enough to fit a human fist into. Further
examination revealed that the south wall was pulling away from
the rest of the building! Wary of a weakening wall, the building was
braced with internal scaffolding, while the problem was being
worked out by the engineers.
In March of 2014, the south wall suffered a structural failure and
partial collapse; the neighbor to the south noticed bricks falling
onto her rose garden and called the building inspector, who
condemned the building.
Rebuilding promptly began, and though the building remained
unusable, the lodge was able to meet thanks to the charity of
Washington Lodge No. 3. The scope of the work saw the entire
southern wall torn down to the first story and then rebuilt. Even
with the building in disarray, the work progressed. After the second
floor had been cleared of debris, a make-shift lodge room was
arranged, where meetings were held for several years.
In 2017, a Semi-Public Installation was conducted in a chilly, bare,
and uninsulated room. Seeing the hall packed with brothers,
family, and friends reinforced the belief that the lodge is made up
by its people, not its physical home.
It was decided that work on the third-floor would take priority, so
that the lodge could at least meet to conduct business in its own

While the spirit of St. Albans lodge followed the members wherever
they gathered, they most likely will tell you that there is still no
place like home!

Images continue on page 4
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“Labor of Love” - St. Albans Lodge Image Album
(continued from page 3)

Interior Scaffolding and Rebuilt South Wall

3rd Floor Lodge Room Completed

Roof Damage
3rd Floor Lodge Room Being Prepared for Work

Water-Damaged 3rd Floor

Temporary Lodge Room

2017 Semi-Public Annual Installation
South Wall Missing Some Bricks

2nd Floor Painting Nearing Completion

Fourth of July Party

Holiday Festive Board

____________________________________________________________________
(continued from Page 2, Grand Master’s Message)

Balloting on Zoom
In January 2021, I approved the balloting on Zoom. This was
necessary to keep the Craft moving forward during the pandemic
restrictions. This balloting included new candidates as well as
balloting on lodge officers.
Thermometers
During the initial opening of lodges in June, part of the guidelines
required in each lodge was to take the temperature of everyone
entering the building. To assist the lodges with this requirement,
Grand Lodge provided thermometers to each lodge along with a
supply of hand sanitizer, masks, and gloves.
Grand Master’s Charity of Choice
Several years ago, I decided that my charity would be Special
Olympics of Rhode Island. The charity follows our mission of
assisting children. Through Masonic Grand Lodge Charities and
the President’s Fund, a donation of $10,000 was presented to
Special Olympics in January. In this year of Covid-19, Special
Olympics’ ability to raise funds has been severely curtailed and
they were very-grateful for our generous donation.
Grand East Bulletin
Communication with the brethren, especially during the pandemic,
is critical to our fellowship and maintaining our connection to one
another. I established “The Grand East Bulletin,” a monthly epublication to bring information to the brethren in between the
quarterly publication of the RI Freemason.
Prince Hall Masons
Sadly, the Prince Hall Grand Lodge building had a devastating fire.
I immediately reached out to and continue to be in communication
with the Grand Master of Prince Hall Masons in Rhode Island,
offering our assistance and support. We have offered our Grand
Lodge building for their meetings as needed. A fund has been
established within Grand Lodge Charities to assist lodges in
making donations to the cause and Grand Lodge will be providing
financial support to Prince Hall in the future.
Brethren, these are just a few of the accomplishments we are
proud to have achieved during this pandemic year. But you my
brothers are the strength and support of this Craft. You have faced
challenges this year and you have risen to the occasion in each
one of your lodges to keep this fraternity going. Recognizing
Covid-19 would result in a loss for those brothers who had worked
for so many years to serve as Master of their lodge, the fair,
equitable, and brotherly thing to do was to give those brothers the
opportunity to serve for another year. For the masters who took my
advice and chose a second year, you made the right choice. Not
only will you get the opportunity to have some portion of the
second year in normalcy (the way it used to be) but your officers,
also will be able to perform and learn as all others have done
before them. Believe me, if I had had the choice, I would have done
the same.
For those who do not know, the editor of the RI Freemason is
retiring this year. R∴W∴Richard Lynch has edited and composed
the publication for the last 12 years! We whole heartedly thank him
for his many years of service and dedication to bringing the
magazine to us. R∴W∴Rick once said to me “it is a labor of love.”
As he continues through the districts as Master of Ceremonies,
please take time to thank him for a job well done!
I would like to thank those brothers who stood by me and
supported me during this year. R∴W∴Jack Anderson,
R∴W∴Michael Southern, W∴Pat Connors, R∴W∴Eric Grist,
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R∴W∴Gil Fontes, R∴W∴Rick Baccus, R∴W∴Andre Faria and
Brother Josh Kaufman. Your assistance and support were greatly
appreciated. R∴W∴Michael Barboza Grand Treasurer, thank you
for your expertise throughout the year. R∴W∴Ronald Reed you
have proven to be a very capable and thoughtful Grand Secretary.
You supported all my needs and desires, and I sincerely
appreciate your friendship.
A special thank you goes to R∴W∴Douglas Grant, Junior Grand
Warden. Thank you for your enthusiastic and energetic way of
getting done all that I asked. You never complained and just did it.
I also want to especially thank you for your outstanding support
during this pandemic year. You knew as a brother what the right
thing was to do, and you provided unwavering support. Thank you
for all your efforts and being there for me.
R∴W∴Stephan Saraidarian, District Deputy Grand Master, I am so
proud of you and what you have accomplished this year. I knew
that you were a great choice for this position. I am looking forward
to the next 8 years of your Masonic career. Thank you for your
steadfast support this year. Good luck in the future. Whatever I can
do for you, all you need to do is ask.
M∴W∴Richard Sokoll, Past Grand Master. We began our journey
together when you were in Grand Council and then Grand Master.
I provided council when you asked and this year you provided
good council when I asked. You are a very special friend. Thank
you for your good council and support as a friend, a brother, and
a Past Grand Master.
My right-hand man - my Grand Marshal R∴W∴Melvin Silverio.
What can I say? We had great plans and the pandemic got in the
way. But that did not dampen your enthusiasm or resolve. While
we did not visit in person, half the lodges I was hoping to get to or
attend the social events together, you were there for Zoom
meetings and special events, performing admirably and with
dignity. I can think of no other brother who I would have wanted
as my Grand Marshal.
I cherish our friendship. I will always be here as a brother and
friend, as well as available to you for advice and guidance. Thank
you for all your support and friendship.
Without my wife’s support I would never have made it to the Grand
East, let alone make it through this challenging year. You are my
best friend and knowing you were here with me during this year
made all the difference. Thank you, Miriam, for letting me be a
MASON! Thank you for all your support and advice. I love you so
very much.
It was always my goal to leave the Craft better than when I entered
it. As I quoted in the beginning of the Blue Book, “I cannot change
the direction of the wind, but I can adjust my sails to always reach
my destination.” This year I did just that and accomplished my
goals. It has been my honor to be your Grand Master throughout
this challenging year.
Fraternally yours,

Grand Master

Freemasonry
The Cornerstone
of a Better Community
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Good Day Brethren
By: R∴W∴Robert Palazzo, SGW
It has been some time since I last submitted an article for the RI
Freemason, so I thought it appropriate to keep you in the loop on
what is happening in our fraternity. Within the many councils and
committees of our fraternity, there is one pretty much everyone is
familiar with, Grand Lodge Charities. This committee serves our
fraternity as well as other philanthropic causes for the benefit and
welfare of others. One segment that was recently created was a
sub-committee called Charities in Action. This small committee
was created to reach out to our communities that have some type
of financial loss or need. Many felt it was important to once again
reach into our communities and become an integral part of what is
going on similar to the way it used to be years ago.
Our first venture was to assist the East Providence School
Department in providing financial assistance to members of the
community in which we reside. Members of the committee reached
out to the school department to see how we could help. The
response we received, inquired if we could contribute to providing
some families with the financial means to provide a wi-fi hotspot
so children would have the ability to learn remotely. To date, we
have done so by providing the information technology people
responsible a donation to help those in need.

The success of any publication is dependent on the people that
produce it. Our success was made possible by associate editors:
M∴W∴Leon Knudsen, PGM, R∴W∴Jack Anderson, W∴Gerry
Plemmons and Lady Carol, and Lady Millie Hallstrom. I also thank
our current Grand Master and all those Grand Masters who came
before for reappointing me to the position each year. Thanks, are
also due to R∴W∴Robert Ellston, Deputy Grand Master for the
approval of our new editor, to begin work at the start of his
upcoming year as Grand Master. Probably the most important
thank you goes to all the brethren who have been the source of
most of the content of the publication!
Our new editor will be Maria Doyle who many of you know as the
office manager at the Scottish Rite Valley of Providence. Maria is
not a Mason but certainly has great knowledge of the Craft. She is
the daughter of the late Ill. Josef Polichetti former Scottish Rite
Valley secretary. Maria grew up in a home filled with Freemasonry
and many Masonic friends. I hope you will give her your support
with this transition.
Thank you once again for your help in making the RI Freemason
a success.


My Life in Freemasonry
By: W∴Norman Gessman

Presently, we are working to help families displaced by a recent
fire in the town of Lincoln. We will provide them with gift cards for
much needed toiletries and clothing as their loss was complete.
We also have a food donation program ready to roll out with the
blessing of our Grand Master, but alas the pandemic has delayed
its release.

I was made a Mason on January 13, 1963. I was new in Rhode
Island and wanted to meet people. I had an uncle who once took
me to a lodge event, I was about 8 years old but never forgot how
impressed I was. I even won a door prize (the only thing I ever
won), an electric steam iron. So, I approached a friend, he got me
an application and I became a Mason in Redwood Lodge.

So, brothers while we are confined by this pandemic, your Grand
Lodge is working behind the scenes and continuing our good work,
as we wait to, once again meet on the level.

When it was time to receive my 50-year service medal, I was too
ill to attend lodge so, R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci (now Past Grand
Master) and R∴W∴Gary Kaufman (our current Grand Master)
came to my home to make my presentation. My son Roy (current
Master of Redwood Lodge) was also in attendance. In my
advanced years, I have indexed a portion of my past. Now all of a
sudden there it was, “this is my Masonic life and what a journey.”

Many thanks to the following brothers who willingly give of their
time in making this program a success; R∴W∴Douglas Grant,
R∴W∴Michael Picard, W∴Matt Cerullo, W∴Tony Rodriques,
W∴Rowan Gottschalk, W∴Neal Rapp, and brothers, Jermaine
Citrone, Mark Lomastro, Robert Frank.
In closing, our communities are our base from which we attain new
members and keep our fraternity growing. In these times do not sit
idle, continue to talk and plan, we will overcome this pandemic and
we should be ready to return to action soon. Stay well, and may
God bless you and keep our families safe.

Thank You for the Opportunity
By: R∴W∴Richard Lynch, Editor
This issue of the RI Freemason will be my last as editor. Last year
I decided that it was time for a change and expressed my desire
to retire from the position at the close of this Masonic year. It has
been a labor of love for the last 12 years.
I would like to thank M∴W∴Wyman P.Hallstron, Jr. Past Grand
Master and Past Grand Secretary for suggesting me for the
position and M∴W∴Richard L. Ault, Jr. Past Grand Master for
approving my appointment.
My goal in taking over the position was to assure that the magazine
had content that was attractive, informative, gave information on
the activities of the lodges and subordinate bodies and was
produced and mailed in a timely manner. I personally think that
these goals were achieved.

My instructor in 1963 was the late brother Malcolm Bromberg, who
would also become Grand Master. He instilled his love of the Craft
in me. He appointed me into the officer line in 1965 and so the trip
began. Many stories, but there is not enough space for them all.
But here are a few:
I served as Master of my lodge from May 10, 1972 until May 8,
1972. We had a great year including a successful art auction,
12 new brothers, our informal dinner/dance at the Alpine
Country Club, which had an attendance of 309. We were able
to present each lady with a silver trowel, for isn’t it our ladies
who spread the cement of stability?
Happily, the DDGM to our lodge in 1971 was R∴W∴Malcolm
Bromberg! When Malcolm became Grand Master, I had the
responsibility of planning the “Grand Master’s Banquet” at the
Chateau de Ville in Framingham, MA. There were approximately
600 in attendance. As fate would have it, the air-conditioning
broke down and it was very warm that evening.
I also had the privilege of serving Redwood Lodge as its
treasurer, serving on the board of Grand Lodge Charities and
the Finance Committee, representing the Grand Lodge of
Rhode Island at the annual communication of the Grand Lodge
of New Jersey in Atlantic City. I also served a year as Junior
Grand Steward and filling in as Assistant Grand Lecturer for the
First Masonic District until a permanent replacement could be
appointed.
(continued on page 9)
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2021 Rhode Island Masonic Scholarship
Sources and Information
There are many scholarships available to children and grandchildren of members of Masonic Lodges in Rhode Island. There are also
scholarships available to members of the Order of Rainbow for Girls and members of the Order of DeMolay. Some of the lodges have their
own scholarship programs as do some Eastern Star Chapters and other Concordant Bodies. This list is our attempt to inform as many members
and their families about those scholarships that are available, their basic requirements, and contact persons.

Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
The Masonic Grand Lodge of Rhode Island administers numerous scholarship programs, including the Fletcher Fund’s Masonic Youth
Foundation program. Request forms and information from Masonic Grand Lodge Charities of RI, Inc., attention: Scholarship Committee, 222
Taunton Avenue, East Providence, RI 02914 or call the Grand Lodge office at 401-435-4650. Grand Lodge also has scholarships available
to non-Masonic applicants.
The forms must be 100% accurately filled out and be received in the Grand Lodge office no later than 4:00 PM on Monday, May 28, 2021.
There are no exceptions.

Scottish Rite Valley of Providence

Abbott Scholarship

Currently enrolled freshman, sophomore, junior or senior at an accredited college or university. A minimum grade point average of 2.75 on a
4.0 scale. Freshman scholarships will be distributed after an acceptable GPA is submitted, following the first semester.
A child of a Scottish Rite Mason in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.
A member of a youth organization sponsored by the Masonic fraternity in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.
A graduate of one of the 32 degree Masonic Learning Centers for Children in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.
Not available to entering freshmen.

Albert P. Ruérat Scholarship.

For active DeMolay boys only

Call Maria at the Scottish Rite office, 401-461-2480 for scholarship forms. If she is not available, Tom Yeaw can help. The office is open
Monday – Thursday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. The forms must be submitted in duplicate and must be in the hands of Scottish Rite no later than
April 1, 2021. Scottish Rite 2115 Broad Street, Cranston, RI 02905.

Scholarships offered by Eastern Star and Rainbow
Grand Chapter of Rhode Island, O.E.S. & Eastern Star Foundation of RI Inc.
1. General Education Scholarships are available to those who have a State of Rhode Island Eastern Star or Masonic relationship
or to those who were or who are a member in good standing of Rainbow or DeMolay in the State of Rhode Island. Scholarships are
available for sophomore, junior, senior, and post-graduate years in college.
2. ESTARL Scholarships are for those preparing for leadership roles in various fields of religious service including ministers, priests,
missionaries, church music directors, and church youth directors and counselors. The scholarship does not require a Masonic,
Eastern Star, Rainbow, or DeMolay relationship.
3. Eastern Star Foundation of Rhode Island Inc.
4. There is a Music Scholarship Fund which is not for college attendance. It offers scholarship assistance to anyone for organ
lessons, providing an applicant commits to play for her/his Chapter or Assembly.
Applications for the above three scholarships can be obtained from Mrs. Kathryn A. Newman, Grand Secretary, 65 Ethan Street, Warwick, RI
02888, 401-228-8499, knewman58@cox.net. They are also available on the Grand Chapter website at www.gcrioes.org. The deadline for
all completed scholarship applications is April 30.
Adah Chapter No. 15, Applications for the following scholarships may be obtained from Mrs. Frances M. Kane, 95 Farnum Road,
Warwick, RI 02888, 401-463-8367, frankane@cox.net. The deadline for all completed scholarship applications is April 30.
The Round Scholarship is for current members in good standing and those with a majority from a Rhode Island Rainbow Assembly,
preference given to members of East Greenwich Assembly No 4.
The Gardiner Scholarship is for members, children and grandchildren of Adah Chapter and the former Martha Chapter.
Nestell Chapter Scholarship is for those who have an Eastern Star relationship with members of the former Nestell Chapter. The
application can be obtained from Carol-Ann King 110 Biscuit City Rd. Charlestown, RI 02813.
Philia Chapter Scholarship is for a first-year college student who will graduate from Ponagansett High School. For more information
or for an application, please contact Mrs. Larry Thienel, 37 Davis Road, North Scituate, RI 02857, 401-474-2190,
Allison.Thienel@NEMoves.com.
East Greenwich Assembly No. Applicant must be an active member of East Greenwich Assembly No. 4 who has had 3 years
perfect attendance and has earned all merit bars and a Pot of Gold. Applications can be obtained from Mrs. Barbara Parisella,
Outside Trustee, 305 John Franklin Road, Hope, RI 02831, 401-487-4473, barbaralou79@gmail.com. The deadline for all
completed scholarship applications in June 15.
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Grand Assembly of Rhode Island/Rhode Island Rainbow Girls Foundation Inc.
Scholarships are available for Rainbow Girls who are members in good standing in a Rhode Island Rainbow Assembly. Applicants must first
apply during senior year in high school and may apply for four consecutive years. You must have a 2.0 grade point average and be a full-time
student with at least 12 credit hours per semester. Applications may be obtained from your Mother Advisor, the chairperson of the Scholarship
Committee, or downloaded from the Rainbow website, www.rirainbowgirls.org.
Deadline for all completed scholarship applications is June 15.
If you do not complete the year for which the scholarship is granted, it is expected that the amount of the scholarship will be repaid to the
applicable grantor fund.

St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
The scholarship is for the sons, daughters, and grandchildren of living St. Johns lodge members plus one Rainbow Girl and one DeMolay
Boy. Minimum GPA for acceptance: 2.75 of a scale of 4.0. Mail or email a request for an application to: Secretary, Wyman P Hallstrom, Jr.,
secretary1prov@gmail.com. The completed form must be postmarked no later than April 30, 2021.

Harmony Lodge No. 9
The scholarship is available to sons and daughters of members of Harmony Lodge No. 9. Contact: Robert Kempf, Secretary at
bobkempf@hotmail.com

Hope Lodge No. 25
A scholarship is awarded annually to a student who is a member or a close relative to a member of Hope Lodge No. 25, A.F. & A.M. Wakefield,
RI, on the basis of academic achievement and financial need. Student must attend URI and fill out the appropriate university and federal
financial aid forms to be considered for this award. The applications are administered by URI, not the Lodge. Income from endowment for a
scholarship awarded recipient is selected by URI Enrollment Services, not the lodge.
http://web.uri.edu/catalog/files/scholarships-awards.pdf

Adelphoi Lodge No. 33
This scholarship is available to sons, daughters, grandchildren of members of Adelphoi Lodge No. 33 and members of RI Rainbow or RI
DeMolay. Applications are available through the secretary, Edward Kdonian at ekdonian@verizon.net

Redwood Lodge No. 35
The Redwood Scholarship is for children and grandchildren of a member of Redwood Lodge. An applicant can receive a scholarship once
and for the first year of college only. The due date for applications is June 4, 2021. Applications available from the secretary, Samuel Miller,
401-523-5720, smiller64@aol.com

Grand Commandery of York Rite Masons

Scholarships are for junior and senior college students only

Request an application from the Grand Recorder and Grand Secretary: yorkriteboston@gmail.com 617-426-1973. The application must be
received no later than April 30, 2021.

Providence Chapter of Royal Arch Masons
This scholarship is for the children and grandchildren of living or deceased members of the Providence Chapter only, plus Rainbow Girls and
DeMolay Boys. Send a request for a scholarship form to: Mazen Alsabe at malsabe@yahoo.com. An email request is preferred. The request
for an application must be submitted by the student (applicant) and be received no later than March 31, 2021.

Calvary Commandery No. 13 of York Rite Masons
For the family members and descendants of Calvary Commandery members only. Contact James Ogilvie at jogilthorp@yahoo.com or 401954-8334 for an application. Available only to sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Scholarships are awarded on a first come, first granted basis.
Applications may be submitted January 1 through July 31, 2021.

Robert J. Allen Medical Equipment
Distribution Center
One of our obligations as Masons is to help those in need, especially a fellow brother or his
family. The Medical Equipment Distribution Center does this in ways that are truly inspiring. In
this troubled economy, many are without proper medical insurance or insurance of any kind.
Because of sickness or unemployment, those in need of hospital beds, wheelchairs, walkers,
etc. would not be able to obtain these without the help of our services! Everyone we deal with
is most grateful for the services we offer, free of charge to Mason or non-Mason. We also accept
donations of all types of equipment, make pickups, and deliveries. We move a lot of equipment
but have one great shortage, YOU!

We are located at the second entrance gate at the Masonic-Shrine Youth Park at
116 Long Avenue in the Buttonwoods section of Warwick.

For more information contact Brother George Donahue on the Medical Equipment Center cell phone at 401-451-0184. You can also email us at gergekat@cox.net. Is
important that we know you are coming so that we can schedule pickups, deliveries, and maintenance work accordingly. Your help will be greatly appreciated.

____________________________________________________________________
(continued from Page 6, My Life in Freemasonry)

I have also had two extraordinary experiences:
A visit to the Masonic Temple of the Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania. There are seven magnificent lodge rooms. It is
said that scholars come from all over the world to view the
hieroglyphs in the Egyptian Room. It was a moving experience
for me. In 1976 the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania granted
permission for any Grand Jurisdiction to exemplify a degree in
the temple. In October 1979 M∴W∴Kenneth Jencks arranged for
Rhode Island Masons to travel to Philadelphia. A suite of Past
Masters conferred the Entered Apprentice on a candidate in the
Corinthian Room before an audience of 90 Rhode Island
brothers and approximately 100 brothers from Pennsylvania
which included Grand Suites of both states. I had the distinct
honor of sitting in the East as Master to confer the degree.
R∴W∴John L. McCain, Grand Master of Pennsylvania
presented me with a commemorative coin.
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Redwood Lodge. I sincerely appreciate all my acquaintances I
have made in my Masonic travels. So mote it be.


Billboards Added to
Grand Lodge Information Campaign
By: R∴W∴Jack Anderson
In late 2020, Grand Lodge initiated a billboard campaign as part of
a continuing information campaign to encourage Rhode Islanders
to learn more about Freemasonry.
The 14-foot X 48-foot billboards were placed on Interstate 95 in
high traffic areas in the Providence metropolitan area. The first
board went up on December 2, 2020 at Broad Street, facing south,
and remained up until January 10, 2021. The second board, using
the same artwork, went up on January 11, 2021 at Wellington
Avenue, facing north.
The artwork was supplied by Scottish Rite Northern Masonic
Jurisdiction and is part of their successful “Not Just a Man. A
Mason” promotional campaign.


In 1985, my son Roy moved to Germany and became a Mason
in Solomon Lodge No. 822. With the permission of the Grand
Master of Rhode Island and the Master of Redwood Lodge, I
borrowed the “Redwood Jewel” and flew to Stuttgart, Germany
to be present to raise my son Roy with the permission of the
presiding Master of Solomon Lodge. I was invited to deliver the
“Master’s Lecture” per Rhode Island ritual. After the lodge was
closed, there was a dinner and stories were exchanged until
1:00 AM. The trip was made possible by several international
emails with M∴W∴James Richie in arranging the evening.

Black Freemasonry: From Prince Hall
to the Giants of Jazz (2016)
By Cécile Révauger
(translated by Jon E. Graham)
Published by Inner Traditions
Book Reviewed by: Brother Joshua A. Irizarry
Cécile Révauger’s Black Freemasonry is an important contribution
to the conversation about Freemasonry in American culture and
society. Révauger’s book is essentially – but not exclusively – a
history of Prince Hall Masonry and its complicated historical
relationship with what she calls “mainstream” or “white”
Freemasonry. Révauger takes a thematic approach to her book,
with each chapter tackling a different facet of Black Masons’
engagement in American political, social, and cultural life. The
result is a compelling work that lays bare the intertwined social
issues and struggles that have historically defined the AfricanAmerican experience of Freemasonry in the United States.

L-R R∴W∴Paul MacKenzie, M∴W∴James Richie, W∴Norman
Gessman, W∴Roy Gessman, and M∴W∴Roland Meader.)

There is a prayer in the Jewish religious service which is sung to
beautiful music, “Heenay mah toevue anayim…..” It is from Psalm
133.1. “Behold, how good and pleasant it is for brothers to dwell
together in unity!” It sums up perfectly my 58 years as a brother in

Throughout Révauger’s book are woven the frustrations that Black
Freemasons have endured and the compromises they have made
in practicing their craft alongside a mainstream American
Freemasonry that has never truly accepted them. The experiences
of Prince Hall (1735-1807) himself foreshadowed these difficulties.
Prince Hall’s African Lodge No. 1 was originally granted a permit
by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, but after the Revolution, Hall’s
efforts to secure a charter from an American Grand Lodge were
universally rejected. Undaunted, Hall approached the Grand
(continued on page 10)
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(continued from Page 9, Black Freemasonry)

MSA/VAVS Update

Lodge of England, which was more than happy to undermine the
jurisdictional authority of the grand lodges in the former colonies.
Despite receiving a charter from the Grand Lodge of England,
Prince Hall and his lodge were immediately denounced as
illegitimate and irregular by American Freemasons whose
arguments ranged from the legally abstract to the logically
convoluted to the unabashedly racist. Whatever form these
challenges took, Révauger argues, the motivation was the same,
to prevent the making of Black Masons and the constituting of
Black lodges in the new United States.

By: R∴W∴Russell Kawa, MSA and VAVS Representative

As early Black Masons realized that they would only receive
recognition from grand lodges that they themselves established,
the resistance by mainstream Masons towards recognizing Prince
Hall Freemasonry became louder and more entrenched, reflecting
the deepening and widening racial fissures in the country. As
Révauger shows, the result was the historical evolution of two
separate and unequal worlds of Freemasonry in America that, at
their height, were strikingly parallel in their charitable work, social
involvement, and positions of prominence in their respective
communities.
We hear regularly of the contributions Freemasonry has made to
American society, but we seldom hear of the influence that Prince
Hall Freemasons have had in shaping the social and civic life of
the country. Révauger argues that Prince Hall Freemasonry has
from its start been oriented toward socially progressive causes,
before the Civil War, many Prince Hall Masons worked closely with
abolitionists, with some lodges serving as stops on the
Underground Railroad. Later, Prince Hall lodges would become
“laboratories of democracy” where newly-emancipated black
citizens with little prior civic experience could experiment with
electing their own leaders, drafting constitutions, and community
organizing. Prince Hall Freemasonry’s focus on education and civil
rights for Black Americans made it a natural partner of
organizations like the NAACP and the SCLC, and the fraternity has
donated impressive sums to the establishment of scholarships and
legal defense funds. Throughout its history, Prince Hall Masons
have been business owners, public leaders, educators, athletes,
and artists who, like their mainstream Masonic counterparts, were
pillars of their communities. They provided models for achieving
success and respect in a country that even today struggles with
the persistence and legacy of its racial divisions.
Révauger’s analysis does have its weaknesses, especially as it
becomes apparent that she broadly equates the experience of
Prince Hall Masons with the Masonic experience of AfricanAmericans generally, without meaningfully acknowledging the
experience or even existence of Black Freemasons not affiliated
with Prince Hall. The implication, however unintended,
perpetuates the notion still held by many in both Prince Hall and
mainstream Masonry that African-Americans who petition nonPrince Hall lodges are somehow “knocking at the wrong door.”
Given the book’s intended scope, these voices are a notable
absence, and a missed opportunity for deeper insight and
commentary.
Nevertheless, Révauger’s ability to weave a meaningful and
engaging narrative from historical, archival, and interview sources
is a model for how scholarship on Freemasonry should be
conducted and presented. It is an excellent and accessible
contribution to the body of Masonic knowledge.

Two years ago in cooperation with the Scottish Rite Valley of
Providence, we started a database of Masonic Veterans of the
Scottish Rite following their Veterans recognition program. This
enabled us to send emails from the Providence VA Hospital that
included notices, programs, applications, entitlements, Covid-19
notices, and updates from the VA hospital to those veterans.
We would like to expand this to all RI Masonic Veterans who wish
to be on this email list.
If you wish to be added to this list, please send an email to
voprov@scottishrite.necoxmail.com Attention: Maria and ask to
be added to the Masonic Veterans database.
On December 2, 2020 Russ Kawa, MSA and VA Volunteer
Services Representative presented a check to Deb Vessey, VA
Voluntary Services Specialist, from the Masonic Grand Lodge
Charities of Rhode Island for holiday gift cards for the in-patient
veterans at the Providence VA hospital.


Collegivm Lvminosvm
By: W∴Timothy Culhane, Chancellor
The

Chancellor,

Vice-Chancellors

and

Scholars

of

your

COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM hope that the past winter has treated

you well and that the spring will find you healthy.Your COLLEGIVM
is moving in the right direction with two successful communications
presenting original research during the late fall of 2020 and winter
of 2021. Our St. Andrew’s Day or mid-term communication was
held virtually on November 20, 2020. W∴Pro-Vice Chancellor
Russell Lorenson spoke on Masonic temples and where they
were, their opulence, why they fell into disuse, and what became
of them. He presented his research on The Lost Lodge of the
Great Eastern Hotel near Liverpool street railway station in
London. We were pleased to have R∴W∴Stephan Saraidarian,
DDGM for the Southern District with us for our communication.
Our Hillary Term, or winter communication was held on Friday,
January 29, 2021. Chancellor Timothy Culhane presented his
paper, “The Burning of H.M.S. Gaspee: The Involvement and
Influence of Saint Johns Lodge No. 1P.
Our next Communication for the Trinity Term is scheduled for
Thursday, April 29, 2021. The program for the evening is
dependent upon our ability to meet in person or not, as some
presentations are better delivered in a live format. The Annual for
(continued on page 12)
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Fire Destroys Prince Hall in Providence
One of America’s
Most Historic Masonic Temples
Friday, December 25, 2020
GoLocalProv News Team

A fire has devastated the home of one of America’s oldest
Masonic temples in Providence -- the Prince Hall Masonic
Temple building. The temple's history goes back to the
1700s and has played a historic role in America’s black
community.
The three-alarm fire destroyed much of the interior of the
building at 883 Eddy Street.
It was a central meeting place for much of Providence’s
black community. It was where wedding anniversary
dinners were held and where birthday parties were
celebrated. Inside the building was the Acadia Club that on
some nights doubled as a jazz club and featured local stars
such as Leland Baker.
"So many memories in this place. I hope they can rebuild it
back even better. What a gut punch this whole year has
been. I've DJ'd and taken pictures there forever -- my wife
had her 40th birthday there. The Christmas Day blaze
required Providence Fire Department to call for three
alarms," said Justin Case, Providence photographer.
Kyle Bennett, who is the R.W. Senior Grand Warden of the
Lodge said in a statement to GoLocal:
“While we are tremendously saddened by the fire that broke
out in the early hours of Christmas morning, devouring the
home of Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Rhode
Island, we are also extremely happy that there was no loss
of life in the fire. Prince Hall Masons of Rhode Island and all
affiliate lodges and chapters are incredibly grateful for the
members of the Providence Fire Department for fighting an
intense fire with significant wind gusts and downpours. Their
courage and professionalism continue to inspire our
membership.
Community service has been at the heart of Prince Hall
Masonry and this week, just two days before the fire, we
were fortunate enough to continue our tradition. We
partnered with several organizations to deliver toys, food
baskets and clothing to more than four hundred cars full of
individuals and families in need. Our efforts to restore our
home will help to continue that work and much more into the
future.
While we await the report from the fire inspector, explaining
the cause of the fire, we call our community to join us in
efforts to rebuild the structure and re-engage our
community. In addition to the loss of the building we also
lost significant memories and artifacts documenting Prince
Hall Masonry in Rhode Island since 1827. Next week we will
announce an opportunity for those who have already
expressed their support for the renovation of our home on
Eddy Street. In the meantime, we ask all community
members to refrain from entering the building as it is
unsafe.”


Photo – Justin Case

(continued on page 12)
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(continued from Page 11, Prince Hall)

Grand Jurisdiction Gives Support and Assistance
to Prince Hall Masons in Time of Need
The support by lodges and individuals throughout this Grand
Jurisdiction for Prince Hall Masonry in Rhode Island after the fire
that destroyed their historic building on Eddy Street in Providence
has been in the best traditions of the Craft.
Immediately after learning of the fire, Most Worshipful Grand
Master Gary S. Kaufman contacted his Prince Hall counterpart,
Most Worshipful Grand Master Clarence R. Snead, Jr., to offer
assistance including the use of the Grand Lodge building in East
Providence. Later, Grand Master Kaufman assisted Prince Hall
Masons in salvaging what items could be recovered from the
building.
“This is an evolving situation. We are in constant contact with our
Prince Hall brothers to determine what they need and how best to
channel resources to them,” Grand Master Kaufman said. “The
expressions of brotherly love and concern have been extremely
generous, and I thank everyone for their help.”
Grand Lodge, through Masonic Grand Lodge Charities, is
coordinating this Grand Jurisdiction’s financial relief efforts.
Individuals and lodges wishing to make a donation can make out
the check to Masonic Grand Lodge Charities of Rhode Island and
write Prince Hall Relief on the memo line. Checks should be mailed
to the Grand Lodge office, 222 Taunton Ave., East Providence, RI
02914-4556. Donations can also be forwarded directly to the
Prince Hall Capital Campaign Fund, PO Box 27900, Providence,
RI 02907, or electronically at charity.gofundme.com/PHGLFA.
Grand Lodge is also accepting lightly used Masonic paraphernalia
to be given to the Prince Hall Grand Lodge. Donations should be
cleared with the Grand Secretary to avoid an inventory of duplicate
items.


2nd Jurisdiction - Wide
Masonic Degrees to be Hosted by Grand Lodge
By: R∴W∴Douglas J. Grant, Junior Grand Warden

Brethren,
I am very pleased to be able to announce that we are going to
endeavor to confer the first three degrees again on a jurisdictionwide level at the Grand Lodge to assist our lodges that have
eligible candidates waiting to take the degrees. Last year, we had
great participation from all the lodges not only providing
enthusiastic candidates but also with the officers that helped with
the work of the degrees.
This past year has been challenging. But we are fortunate to have
a great group of brothers with a variety of talents that stepped up
and helped us continue our Masonic work as well as help other
lodges provide meaningful meetings with speakers and programs
that provided light to all within our circle. Thank you all not only for
your continued dedication to our Craft but your continued loyalty
and dedication to our great jurisdiction. From the Grand Master to
the youngest Entered Apprentice, we achieved things that we
never would have thought possible under the circumstances.
Thank you all for helping.
As we now look forward, it looks like we will be getting back to our
in-person meetings which, if you are like me, can’t happen soon
enough. I have enjoyed the virtual meetings as a substitute for our
regular meetings but let’s face it, there is nothing like meeting in
person and enjoying a meal with brothers and friends and planning
our future. It will be good to actually see a brother’s face to know
that he has done his job well and is proud what he does as a
Mason. From fund-raising to floor work, from conferring degrees
to casual conversations, there is nothing like meeting brothers on
the level and face to face.
As we hopefully begin to open our lodges again, please join me in
celebrating the return to our great Masonic ways. And if we are
able to confer the degrees at our Grand Lodge in April, please join
us for what I am sure will be another great performance by our
brothers from around the jurisdiction. They are eager to work again
and I am certain that they will give to their duties all the study and
attention that their position requires and a little bit more.
April 3, 2021 Entered Apprentice Degree
April 10, 2021 Fellow Craft Degree
April 24, 2021 Master Mason Degree
May the blessings of Heaven rest upon us and all regular
Masons.
(continued from Page 10, Collegivm Lvminosvm)

the COLLEGIVM is scheduled for Tuesday, June 29, 2021. Please
consult the lodge notice, our Facebook page, or our website at
http://www.collegivmlvminosvm.org, the Grand Lodge website
calendar or a scholar of the COLLEGIVM for further details which
will be forthcoming as we approach the date.
COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM is your research lodge, dedicated to
the fostering of research in Masonry. We encourage brothers to
develop and present academic papers and presentations. If you
would like to research, write, or present to the COLLEGIVM, or if
you would like assistance with your research, please do not
hesitate to reach out to us. We would like to see all brothers excel
and succeed in their academic and research projects.
The Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, Pro Vice-Chancellor, Officers,
Fellows and Scholars of the COLLEGIVM hope that you will join
us at one of our Salons or at a Stated Communication.


____________________________________________________________________

Message from the Deputy Grand Master
Allow me to extend to all my gratefulness for being elected to
serve you as your next Grand Master. The honor you have
bestowed on me is beyond words. I now find myself unable to
adequately communicate the appreciation and gratitude this
opportunity affords me. I will do my utmost to maintain the trust
and expectations that come with the responsibilities of this
esteemed office.
It is my hope that our gentle Craft will be able to return to some
sense of normalcy in the coming year. I am not so naive as to
think that the shadow of pandemic will completely leave us, but
rather that by maintaining the established protocols for in-person
meetings, by receiving the offered vaccines, and by a commonsense approach in our interactions with each other, we will be
the better enabled to once again “meet upon the level” and
return to “making Masons” within our own lodges.
That being said, we must take this opportunity to revitalize our
lodges. Several lodges have to their credit made an exceptional
effort to keep themselves “fully functioning” during this uncertain
time in our Craft, while a few have undertaken a “wait and see”
attitude during this pandemic restrictive period. Whatever the
case, it is incumbent on us as Masons to re-invest ourselves in
the Craft. Your Grand Lodge has during the past year and a half
brought together various resources to keep our Craft working.
This has not been an easy task to be sure. Several brothers
have answered the call to bring us to a new page in our history
by their knowledge of technology, their efforts in re-working our
ritual thereby allowing us to meet as a lodge while maintaining
a “safe distance” and by holding special one-day degree classes
among other topics. We must embrace the technology of the 21st
Century while adhering to the tenants of our Craft and by
maintaining our allegiance to those Ancient Landmarks that
have guided us over the past centuries.
The hope is that by working together, we can and will come
through this bleak period a better, stronger, and more vibrant
fraternity.


Publishing Schedule
The Rhode Island Freemason is published
four times based on a Masonic calendar
year. Deadlines for submissions are listed
below for each issue.
The issues will be published as follows:

Selected from a review of the
Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge
11th Installment
3/15/1919 Dispensation issued for Overseas Lodge No. 40 F. & A.M.
by Most Worshipful Grand Master E. Tudor Gross. First
communication April 24, 1919 at Coblenz, Germany. 551 applications
received from servicemen from all areas of the US. Meeting in rooms
6 and 7, third floor, 9 Lohrrondell, formally occupied by Berlitz School
of Languages. Following meetings were held in lodge room of local
German lodge. Past Grand Master Wendell R. Davis, first Worshipful
Master. The final communication held July 31,1919. Many applications
were withdrawn before action could be taken because of troop
withdrawals. During that period, degrees conferred; EA 498, FC 491,
MM 486, Denied 10. Signed by-laws 486. These brethren represented
45 states and US Army.
5/17/1920 Final report of the Masonic War Board, 1287 brethren
entered Military service, 18 brethren died, 11 brethren wounded.
10/12/1921 At Warwick Lodge, M∴W∴J.Ellery Hudson and seven sons
with two sons-in-law as officers of the lodge, conferred the Master
Mason degree in full form upon his eighth son. Rare occasion!
5/16/1921 Masonic War Board renamed Masonic Service Board.
Funds will be used for general charitable, educational, and welfare
work.
9/20/1922 Seven districts established to provide increased
supervision of lodges and services of District Deputy Grand Masters.
5/21/1923 Grand Secretary has completed card file for every member
with all necessary information for instant need. Masonic Service Board
increasing activity. A travelling library from which lodges may borrow
Masonic books and an employment agency has been effective. A
Speakers Bureau is popular. A program of Masonic education in
lodges is progressing.

To be continued.

From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue. Unfortunately, we did not
have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate, I have saved the material for
our next issue. As a reminder please submit your material for future issues before the
deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis. As the deadline approaches, there
is less and less space available and your material may not be published if received on or after
the deadline date.
A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions:
•
•
•
•

Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents.
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files.
Please no PDF files, they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first serve
basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included.
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

DECEMBER/JANUARY/FEBRUARY
Deadline: November 1st

•

MARCH/APRIL/MAY
Deadline: February 1st

Fraternally,

JUNE/JULY/AUGUST
Deadline: May 1st
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Deadline: August 1st
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Interesting Historical Facts of Freemasonry
In Rhode Island

Fraternally,
R∴W∴Robert B. Ellston, Deputy Grand Master
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Report from the Masonic Districts
METRO DISTRICT

RW André H. Faria, Jr., DDGM
My brothers, our Masonic year is winding down. I cannot help but
consider how the journey that Brandt and I have taken through the
districts also is quickly coming to a close. The ancient adage, “the
older you get, the more time seems to go by” certainly is something
that I have been feeling. To think that half a decade has passed
since we began our travels in the Southern District seems so
surreal. Yet here we are. Our year in the Metro District mostly has
been limited to seeing faces and hearing voices via Zoom
meetings and telephone conferences. I would not be totally honest
if I said that this has been completely satisfying. Like many of you,
I miss the person-to-person contact, the handshakes, the pats on
the back, the hugs of R∴W∴Gilbert J. Fontes, the list goes on and
on! Yet it is during the most trying times in life and amidst the most
difficult experiences that we are truly challenged. It is easy to enjoy
life when things are going well and everything seems to be going
our way, is it not? Notwithstanding, Freemasonry will still survive.
While the external manifestations of those deep internal teachings,
attitudes and enlightened thinking are something we are not able
to readily share in person as often as we would like these days,
they are still there, right at the core of who we are as Freemasons.
I am convinced, after traveling through our districts and meeting
most of you and experiencing your dedication and resolve that we
will come out of this pandemic and all these restrictions stronger
than we ever have, with a fierce resolve and energy to carry us
above and beyond our wildest imaginings!
Recently, more so than usual, there have been a lot of men that
have indicated their interest in Freemasonry. I have personally
spoken to a few that were inspired to reach out after seeing the
billboard on Route 95. All of them had been considering joining the
fraternity, had read about Freemasonry, studied it on-line, perhaps
even spoken to a Mason that they knew. But it was not until they
experienced that very visible larger than life billboard that they
were inspired to press the send button on the computer to pursue
their interest. I am able to say that in a similar fashion, I can relate
to them. It took me five years and several conversations with a
very patient M∴W∴Carl B. Willi before I made the move to pursue
our honorable fraternity. Everything has its time. Since that time I
have never looked back. What solidified my own decision to stay
on the path was the demeanor and the example not only of
M∴W∴Willi but also the brothers from my mother lodge St. John’s,
No. 1. These men were kind, willing to lend a hand, patient,
understanding, quick to listen, attentive to my questions, and
queries and the list goes on. From there, I began to travel in my
own district and met so many men who emulated that same
steadfastness and circumspection, men who are now some of my
dearest friends on this journey, Brothers Rick Baccus and Doug
Grant and there are certainly many others too numerous to
mention.
Think of the men that inspired you when first you considered and
then became a Freemason. Now, you must consider that the men
entering our fraternity are in greater need than ever before of role
models and supportive brothers. During these turbulent times,
where else can a man go to find the teachings of brotherly love,
truth, compassion, and fidelity to his brother and family? We take
our oaths seriously. We pledge ourselves to be there for each
other. These new candidates look to us and we all have a
responsibility to help them be better men by the way that we live
out our individual call as a Freemason. Our bonds with each other
not only strengthen us, but also serve to teach the observing eyes
and attentive ears of candidates. These candidates have stretched

out their hands and we must welcome them, guide them, lead
them, and inspire them so that in turn they will also do the same
for hands that are stretched out to them.
I have found great solace in living life exactly where life has taken
me, though this is not always easy. To say I was surprised when
M∴W∴Stephen T. McGuire appointed me as DDGM does not
encapsulate completely how that event changed my life and the
life of my family. Thankfully, Lady Beth and my children have been
very supportive. I say now what I said then that I honestly believe
that there are men in our Grand Jurisdiction who have the ability
to do a terrific job as a District Deputy, and I am convinced that
they will have the opportunity to do so one day when they are
called. Brandt and I have always viewed our appointments above
all else, as a call to serve. It has been a thoroughly meaningful and
fulfilling experience to be with so many of you, to have listened to
your dreams and struggles and simply to enjoy your presence. For
this we will always be eternally grateful.
In a few months, as we begin our journey in the Grand South, I
know that we will carry your hopes and dreams with us and pledge
to continue to serve all of you to the best of our ability. We may not
always have all the answers, and if we do not, we certainly will try
to find them, but we pledge to be there for you. Thank you for your
confidence in us as we move on. I have never been prouder of our
fraternity in this Grand Jurisdiction. We have also been deeply
impressed to have witnessed the strength and character you have
exhibited during these trying times – it has been nothing less than
inspirational. I am proud and honored to be called your brother.
Thank you for your example.


EAST BAY DISTRICT

RW Rick Baccus DDGM
“While the storm clouds gather far across the sea,
Let us swear allegiance to a land that’s free,
Let us all be grateful for a land so fair,
As we raise our voices in solemn prayer.”
“God Bless America” Irving Berlin

And so, it seems that while the storm clouds have gathered, and
we have finally weathered the storm, may we raise our prayers to
the Grand Architect of the Universe for the healing we now need
from plague, division, and strife. “A House Divided Cannot Stand”,
Mark 3:25.
The verse above comes from the song written by Brother Irving
Berlin. He emigrated from Russia in 1893 arriving in New York
City. He became a distinguished song writer and playwright with
over a thousand songs to his credit like “White Christmas” (made
famous by Bing Crosby). Berlin served in the US Army during WWI
when he first wrote “God Bless America.” As WWII approached,
we rewrote “God Bless America” in 1938 and the legendary singer
Kate Smith sang it on November 11, 1938 to commemorate the
20th anniversary of the Armistice. To this day, it competes to be
our National Anthem. He was raised a Master Mason in Munn
Lodge No. 190, New York City in 1910, became a Scottish Rite
Mason in the Valley of New York City in 1910 and was initiated into
Mecca Shrine Temple. He has a Scottish Rite Medallion struck in
his honor.
As a side note: Kate Smith was not a small woman and used to
sing the “Star Spangled Banner” at the end of football games in
the 1950s. Hence the expression “It’s Not Over Until the Fat Lady
Sings.”
Thanks to R∴W∴Michael Picard our East Bay District AGC, who
has done an excellent job of raising our prayers to the Grand
(continued on page 15)

____________________________________________________________________
(continued from Page 14, East Bay District)

Architect of the universe at our installations. Brother Mike along
with Brother Rick Lynch helped me install the officers of St. John’s
Lodge No. 1, congratulations to W∴Scott Jamieson and his
officers. We then installed the officers of Aldelphoi Lodge No. 33,
congratulations to W∴James McCarthy and his line of officers. We
moved on to install the officers of St. Alban’s Lodge No. 6, and
Brother Andy Daigle assumed the East. Finally, we concluded with
the installation of St. Paul’s Lodge No. 14, congratulations to
W∴Joshua Manfredo and his officers. We also welcomed
M∴W∴Gary Kaufmann our Grand Master to that ceremony. On
behalf of the Grand Lodge, I extend our appreciation to all the
officers, incoming and outgoing for all their efforts during a very
challenging year; “as we raise our voices in solemn prayer” for a
better year.
Brother Rick Lynch and I are looking forward to conducting our
official visitations in the district during the months of March and
April, depending on the current healthcare restrictions. No matter
what the circumstances, Zoom or in person, I will make sure to
bring something lively to the conversation. No matter what it will
not be boring, and we will enjoy some type of fellowship.
Unfortunately, our Ladies Kay and Patti have not been out and
about in the district as we would have liked, but we look forward to
a time when we can see you all in person.
As always, please feel free to contact me at rickbaccus@cox.net
or at 401-413-6281.

“God Bless America, land that I love,
Stand beside her and guide her,
through the night with the light from above,
from the mountains to the prairie,
to the oceans white with foam,
God Bless America, my home sweet home.”
“God Bless America” Irving Berlin

NORTHERN DISTRICT
R∴W∴ Gilbert J. Fontes, Jr., DDGM
“Adversity causes some men to break; others to break
records.”
– William Arthur Ward
Greetings Brothers,
Jay and I have had the distinct honor of serving as your District
Deputy Grand Master and Grand Master of Ceremonies in the
Northern district during one of most uncertain times in our
country’s recent history.
Our fraternity has had to make major changes in how we greet,
meet, and comingle. Over the past several months we have been
meeting in different virtual settings, which for the less tech savvy
person, can be a major frustration. The adjustments have not been
easy. In fact, they have been down-right difficult, at times. Many
brothers wish to have the human connection of an in-person
meeting, in an actual lodge building or anywhere, again. The good
news, there is now a vaccine for Covid-19 virus and it is becoming
more readily available to all those who wish to take it. So, what
does this mean to us? It means for a little longer we must adhere
to the protocols that are in place, to protect the body of our
fraternity.
Our Grand Master M∴W∴Gary S. Kaufman cleared his robust,
typically engaging Grand Master agenda to focus solely on the
body of Freemasonry in Rhode Island. He has persevered through
many challenges and through his leadership has kept our Craft
resilient and in position to move forward.
Our Grand Master is addressing the needs of our fraternally.
Therefore, we as lodge leaders must be focused on the needs of
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our lodges as they are the arms and legs of our Fraternity. As the
elected leaders in your lodges, you have an opportunity to lead
your lodge through these uncharted waters. You get to make the
plan and be the leader you have always dreamed of being. True
leaders can emerge from crisis. You joined Freemasonry to
become a better version of yourself. As painful as this pandemic
has been for many, it has also opened doors to a new opportunity.
I know what you are asking, if the Grand Master is taking care of
the body and the lodge, leaders are taking care of the arms and
legs, what do I do? What is my role in this? Well, your role as an
individual brother, the one you see on the virtual screen but didn’t
say anything, or the brother who happens to be a front-line worker
and is forced to work extra-long hours because of the pandemic,
or the brother who has lost his job and is now forced to work an
overnight shift at a supermarket to make ends meet, or the brother
sitting on his couch with no computer or means to attend, even, a
virtual meeting, etc., etc. Well, these brothers, are the fingers and
toes of our fraternity and it is your/our role to protect, comfort, and
nurture all who are in need. It is our duty as Freemasons to do so.
Every one of us has been affected in some way by the effects of
this virus. The restrictions and safety measures have stripped us
of everything we perceived as normal and they have taken a
physical and mental toll on many of us. Though it all we find that
our fraternity is stronger and more resilient than ever before. I
applaud (literal, stand clap and think of you) the many brothers
who have risen to the occasion to persevere through adversity.
Specifically, to the individual brothers of the Northern District and
to their lodges. Your ideas have been inspiring, your dedication
astounding, you get the true meaning of brotherhood and are an
example to aspirer towards. It shows that together we can
overcome and decimate any obstacle or challenge that gets in the
way of us becoming the men we were meant to be.
Lastly, we must never forget the brethren who came before us, not
just a year or two, or decade ago, but centuries. The brothers who
built the foundation of the Freemasonry. This foundation built on
friendship, morality, and brotherly love. It is because of this
foundation that we as a fraternity can and will overcome any
adversity. Structures may come and go, but a strong foundation
can bear any weight.


CENTRAL DISTRICT

RWEric E. Grist, Jr., DDGM
Hopefully, as you read this, things are starting to re-open. At the
time of this writing plans are being made to do so. Some lodges
are preparing to meet in person. Grand Lodge is planning to hold
each of the degrees during the month of April. There is hope!
When it came time to submit an article to the RI Freemason, I sent
the following to Brother Lynch.
Dear Brethren,
COVID SUCKS!
Yours in Masonry,
Eric Grist
Brother Lynch responded to my initial submission and asked for
something a bit more robust. So, to that end, here you go…
We miss our brothers.
I miss you all. I miss attending lodge. I miss sharing a meal. I miss
tipping a glass. I miss sitting with brethren that I have known for
many years or whom I have met for the first time. I miss riding to
meetings and events with Brother John Kent. I miss the in-person
(continued on page 16)
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organizational meetings where we prepare for the months and
years to come. I miss knowing with certainty the schedule of
events that have become a part of lives year after year. I miss
reading the Master’s certificate followed by a trip around the lodge
room. I miss small, secure, closed annuals. I miss large,
magnificent, semi-public annual communications. Most of all I miss
spending time with my brothers.
The impact that COVID-19 has had on our lives and on our Craft
will be felt for a long time. As we slowly emerge from the darkness
of the pandemic, I will be ready to see my brothers again.
I am ready, with my suits, tuxedos, and shirts pressed, and my
shoes shined.
I am ready to return with vigor and enthusiasm.
I am ready to be out of the house five to six evenings a week.

depression, and anxiety. For some what we are going through right
now is a trauma akin to PTSD. For others it is a major stress not
only personally, but on a global scale. This is one of those times
when life really is harder depending on your situation. What I want
to say to those of us who are feeling the worst, is that feeling bad
is not something you should be ashamed of or afraid to share.
These feelings are not a sign of weakness, but a sign of your
humanity. It is something we all must face as we work toward the
collective goal of being happy and communicating happiness.
Reach out by phone, text, email, and video chat to your friends,
and your family. Attend your lodges virtual meetings and reach out
to your brothers. Stay connected and you will find that you are not
only helping yourself, but you are helping others.
Be well my brothers and may the blessings of heaven rest upon all
of us.


NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES

I am ready to perform ritual.
I am ready to read and deliver Master’s certificates.
I am ready to present 50-Year Vetrans Medals.
I am ready to sit side-by-side with my brothers in lodge.
I am ready to meet on the level.
As soon as we can resume our work, I am ready! What do you
miss? Are you ready to return?


SOUTHERN DISTRICT

RWStephan H. Saraidarian, DDGM
Greetings Brethren,
The astonishing journey continues! Since my last writing Jason
and I enjoyed our virtual DDGM visitation to Mt. Vernon Lodge and
annual installation of the officers of Franklin Lodge via Zoom. I
cannot say that when I was given the opportunity to be a District
Deputy Grand Master that I thought I would be visiting lodges and
installing officers by way of online video chats, but myself, Jason
and the brethren of the Southern District continue to make the best
of a tough situation by using the tools afforded to us by the Grand
Master and in so doing we continue to thrive.
As I write this, I am working long hours at work as many of my staff
has tested positive for Covid-19 and I was recently informed my
mother has it as well. She has been moved to the Covid-19 wing
of her assisted living home for quarantine. I am hopeful that since
she had received one part of the two-part vaccine that her case
will be mild and pass quickly. I do not share this information for
sympathy, but to illustrate that as the months pass forward more
and more of us are suddenly aware of how many people have
been infected with this horrible virus. Some have recovered
quickly, some slowly, some now have long lasting health issues
caused by it, and others never recovered at all. My own mother
lodge lost brothers who were men of great character, well loved by
friends and family. It is with that in mind that I thank everyone who
has been following the guidelines set forth by the CDC. We will
never know how many did not die by the virus due to the sacrifices
made to our own comfort and social lives, but we do know that in
doing so we held true to our oaths as Freemasons.
Lastly, I want to acknowledge that while many think these
sacrifices are simple and easy in nature, I think it is important that
we do not think only in terms of how it has affected our own lives
when we contemplate this matter. Covid-19 has disrupted the very
routines of our lives that many of us use as a source of comfort.
These disruptions are very real and very tangible. They are
causing us to ruminate more, feel more afraid, and experience

St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
By: W∴Timothy L. Culhane, P.M.
The Master, Wardens and brethren of St. Johns Lodge have had
a productive and eventful late fall and winter and are looking
forward to more of the same this spring. In November, we were
treated to a joint virtual meeting with the brothers of Euclid Lodge
No.136 in Hasbrouck Heights, NJ. Although not a special
communication, we did have a nice program on Masonic aprons
and enjoyed fellowship with our brothers as we kept our tradition
alive, even during the pandemic. Our stated communication in
November was virtual and brief, featuring Coreen St. Jean,
Executive Director of “Be the Change/Project Hand Up.” We are
proud to support this organization. The Grand Lodge Semi-Annual
Communication was also held in November, and St. Johns is
proud to have our junior Past Master W∴Mazen Alsabe appointed
by Grand Master Elect R∴W∴Robert Ellston to the position of
DDGM for the Southern District for the 2021-2022 year.
Congratulations Brother Mazen!
In December, our annual Christmas Food Basket event was a
great success. Although limited by restrictions from the pandemic,
we assembled and distributed 100 food baskets to families in need
in our community. A great thank you is extended to brothers Hugo
Adames and Thomas Kumes. The members of Gaspee Chapter
of DeMolay and a group of volunteers helped keep our neighbors
fed during the holidays.
The December 16 stated communication showcased a video of
Aimee Newell speaking on The Badge of a Freemason: Masonic
Aprons from the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library. It was
well received and quite informative. Unfortunately, our annual
holiday gala event was not to be in 2020. We hope that 2021 will
allow us to breathe some life back into the traditions that we have
had to set aside.
January 20 brought us a special visitation by our Most Worshipful
Grand Master Gary S. Kaufman who was greeted virtually along
with a significantly large suite of brothers. Nearly 90 brothers were
in attendance for this virtual event. St. Johns was also proud to
host our friend and author David Brody, who spoke on his most
recent book, “Romerica: Roman Artifacts in America.” As usual,
David was captivating as he wove the tapestry of theories and
stories about the origins of pre-Columbian Roman artifacts in
America.
Upcoming events include a virtual fundraising friendly competition
for the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, “Walk Out of
Darkness” in conjunction with New Jersey’s Euclid Lodge No.136,
Lafayette Lodge No.27, and Joshua Lodge No. 890 from NYC.
(continued on page 17)
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Due to the fluid nature of the current health environment, it is
unknown at this time in which type of environment the lodge will
meet in the spring. We will meet either in person or virtually on
Wednesdays March 17, April 21, and May 19. Again, due to the
pandemic, the programs for our communications have not been
set definitively. However, the April communication will be
R∴W∴Andre Faria’s last DDGM visitation to the districts.
Worshipful Master Scott Miller and the Wardens and brethren of
St. Johns Lodge hope that this spring finds you healthy and safe.
Please consult the lodge notice, contact our secretary, or ask a
brother if you need updated or further information about our
events. You can also check our website at www.stjohns1p.com.
We hope you can join us at again this spring.


Harmony Lodge No. 9
By: Brother Jan A. Zukowski
If there is anything this past year has taught us is the importance
of routine in our Masonic principles, rituals, and ceremonies,
lending structure to our lives when facing unpredictability,
uncertainty, and stress. “When people don't have a routine or
structure to their day it can cause increased stress and anxiety, as
well as overwhelming feelings, lack of concentration, and focus,”
says Dr. Rachel Goldman, PhD, a psychologist and assistant
clinical professor at the NYU School of Medicine.
As Freemasons, we are all too aware that without focus and selfdiscipline temperance, fortitude, and prudence, fall to the wayside
and we become dissociated with the tenets of our fraternity. The
importance of Freemasonry has never been more paramount,
connecting each of us to each other and to all of God’s creatures.
By attending monthly communications, visitations, annuals, and
degree ceremonies, we are reminded that the lodge exists in all of
us and we have responsibilities to uphold stipulated by our
obligations. Let us all work harder on our self-disciplines to remain
connected and to become better men.

Rhode Island Freemason

Page 17

dedicated block of time to walk through the light display, enjoy a
socially distanced visit from Santa, and allowed a few brothers time
to prepare the gifts ahead of time in anticipation of the incoming
groups as well as stay within the state’s guidelines for group size.
This would not have been possible without our Senior Warden
Josh Edwards and Lady Courtney graciously letting us use their
house and yard for the location. The Edwards family did a
spectacular job with the lights display and was featured on NBC
10 (you can find the video online). Josh also used this event, along
with their lights display, to include the lodge’s “Toys for Tots”
campaign where visitors throughout the Christmas season could
bring unwrapped toys to be donated. With the location secured,
our Senior Steward Jan Zukowski organized the logistics with
family registration, gift ordering and wrapping, bagged cookies,
and scheduling arrival times. The event was a huge success and
all families had a great time meeting Santa and Mrs. Claus and
enjoying the festivities.
We welcome all brothers to visit our lodge. While we are hoping to
have a family event to celebrate the Easter season, we will have
our virtual if not physical doors open to all for our monthly
communications which are the first Tuesday of the month.
Upcoming dates are:
Tuesday, March 2, 7:30 PM
Tuesday, April 6, 7:30 PM
Tuesday, May 4, 7:30 PM
As always, please refer to www.harmony9.org and the monthly
trestle board for specific details, including instructions for placing
reservations, upcoming dates, and events. Please continue to
support your lodge and participate as you are able.


Morning Star Lodge No. 13
By: W∴Adam Kujawski, Master
Warm fraternal greetings from Morning Star Lodge,
We held our first ever virtual annual installation on January 23,
2021 and what a positive experience it was. While it is difficult to
not meet face to face, I am proud to be part of such an enduring
organization that has persevered through the difficult challenges
in history and continues to rise to the challenges of the present.
Congratulations to W∴Norman Priestly for a successful 2020 year
as Worshipful Master and to all our brothers for the year.
I am humbled to have been elected to serve as Worshipful Master
and would like to take this opportunity to thank my brothers for their
confidence in my ability to guide our lodge.
I am hopeful to continue building upon the success of our Past
Masters as we continue to not only survive, but to thrive in these
challenging times.


Franklin Lodge No. 20
By: W∴Ray Geer, P.M.
Harmony Lodge has been hard at work to keep our routine of
ceremony and tradition alive. This year’s lodge holiday party,
continuing the yearly tradition, looked a little different than years
past. Because of this last year and having to postpone or
altogether cancel events and activities on the calendar, this was
an event that the brethren needed and in no way did this diminish
the fun and fraternal bonding that happens when we can come
together. The format of our party was modified to include a drivethrough Christmas light display complete with a visit from Santa
Claus and Mrs. Claus, gifts for the children, and hot apple cider,
cookies, and chocolate for all visitors. Planning started in early
November to ensure all families wanting to participate had the
opportunity to virtually sign up for a time slot and list children’s
names, ages, and interests. The time slots allowed the families a

(continued on page 18)
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2020 Holiday Charity Collection
During a difficult year for fundraising, Franklin Lodge was able to
install an unmanned charity collection corral at McQuade’s
Marketplace in Westerly, RI. Patrons of the local supermarket were
able to make donations of cash, gift cards, food, and toys. Brother
Bob Caron, Chairman of Franklin Lodge’s charity committee,
stopped in a few times each week to collect what had been
donated and bring it back to the lodge. After approximately 30
days, the lodge had collected over $570.00 in cash and gift cards
and three vans full of food and toys. It is with great thanks that we
acknowledge the support of all the lodges in the Southern District
for their contributions to this charity. The recipient of this charity
collection was Tri-Circle, Inc. who provide resources for individuals
and their families affected by substance abuse disorders.


Jenks Lodge No. 24
By: Brother Robert C. Frank
Greetings from the brothers of Jenks Lodge! A new year has
begun and with new optimism and hope for our lodge, our district,
and our nation. As is usually the case, the Jenks Annual
Communication was held in January and with it a new Master and
officers’ line has been installed. Unlike most Jenks annuals, we did
not get a blizzard, but unfortunately, we also did not get to meet in
person, either. Our virtual annual communication was different
and unique and a reminder of where we stand as the global
pandemic continues. That being stated, R∴W∴Andre Faria,
DDGM and W∴Brandt Evans, GMC installation of officers was
quite a show. They did an excellent job! My only wish was that we
could have been installed in person. Though we were in our
respective homes, the excitement and feeling of fraternity was in
the air. Thank you both for making our installation feel as close to
normal as possible.

turnout of brothers and visitors. I was happy to see many other
Color Guards groups performing at the cemetery as well.
Unfortunately, our annual communication was postponed due to
the pandemic. I am truly hoping that the Overseas Lodge annual
can take place on or around the August time frame if the situation
permits. We had to cancel other events that are usually held
throughout the year. The Sweetheart Weekend which was a really
fun-time and the Gun Shots was a big hit as well.
In December we donated $600 to Ocean State Job Lot that held a
coat purchase donation program for homeless veterans. For $40
you could buy a discounted coat worth $120. That was 15 coats
worth $1,800. On top of that saving Job Lot gave a $40 Crazy Gift
Card for each $40 donation which was used to purchase additional
coats for the fund, worth another $1,800. The overall total value of
the 30 coats was $3,600. Not bad for just $600 of donated money.
We should continue to donate every year to this coat fund. We also
donated $300 to the Penguin Plunge with matching funds from the
Masonic Grand Lodge charity fund.
At the January meeting we donated $500 to the Prince Hall Grand
Lodge Charity and I have requested matching funds of $500 for a
total of $1,000.
January’s program was a presentation by Matthew Tetzner. He is
a spokesperson for a Rhode Island non-profit for “Beehives.” He
also maintains his own beehives. He and a group of supporters
own and maintain beehives all around Rhode Island. He was the
Director of Culinary Operations at the Johnson and Wales
University and a Chef Manager for many years.
February’s program was a presentation by Steven Cileli. He
represents “Lock-it Down Consulting” and discussed what to do if
there is an active shooter in the building.


Our long-time treasurer, W∴Charlie Schotter has stepped down
from the role and was honored by the brothers with the title
Treasurer Emeritus. Our Junior Past Master, Anthony Amaral has
stepped into the role of treasurer. Although his year in the East
was not what he or any of us had hoped, he led our lodge with
dignity, positivity, and enthusiasm. Everything you would expect
from W∴Anthony.
We have held our first stated communication of our new year and
the officers stepped into their new roles well. The lodge is in good
hands with W∴Stephen Stock in the East. I am looking forward to
a year of continued work and dedication from our new Master.
We have unfortunately lost two brothers this year. W∴Ronald
Newman and W∴William Lester, Jr. Both men had a great impact
on our lodge and will be fondly remembered by those of us that got
to spend even a little time with them and called them brother.
We optimistically look forward to returning to meeting in person
soon and continue the commitment of fraternity and brotherly love.
Upcoming at Jenks Lodge:
March 22, 2021 Grand Masters Visitation
Program: The Sixth Sense
April 26, 2021 District Deputy Grand Masters Visitation
Speaker: M∴W∴Peter Iacobucci PGM

Overseas Lodge No. 40
By: W∴Neil Bowman, Master
I hope and pray everyone is healthy and safe as you read this. On
November 11 we performed a Color Guard at the Veterans
Memorial Cemetery. The weather was good with no breeze and
fairly warm. It was unusual for this time of year. There was a good

GRAND LODGE
OF RHODE ISLAND
ANNUAL BANQUET

Monday, May 17, 2021
Rhodes on the Pawtuxet
Social Hour: 5:30-6:45 PM
Introductions: 6:45 PM
Dinner 7:00 PM
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Grand Lodge Renovation
By: R∴W∴Ronald P. Reed, Grand Secretary
R∴W∴Richard Lynch, Curator/Librarian
In 1992 the Grand Lodge moved from its headquarters at the
Scottish Rite Masonic Temple to its current location in East
Providence, RI. In an agreement with Rising Sun Lodge No. 30 the
Grand Lodge agreed to take over ownership of their lodge building.
Rising Sun Lodge would then continue to occupy the building rent
free as a tenant for as long as they maintained their charter. This
proved to be an ideal arrangement as upkeep of so large a building
was proving to be beyond their means.
In the year leading up to the move, a major renovation of the
building both inside and out was undertaken. In excess of
$900,000 was spent converting the building to the new Grand
Lodge headquarters.
Since 1992 improvements to the building have taken place; new
carpeting installed, replacement windows, air conditioning, and
numerous other small projects, but no major structural
improvements.
Although the building remained in good condition, several issues
arose during the last several years that required attention. The
walls and roof began to leak in several locations, certain large
sections of the external brickwork required repointing, the glass
block windows in the lower-level dining area, at the front and back
of the building, suffered some vandalism and began leaking and
needed to be replaced. The portico and stairs at the front of
building had structural issues and caused ongoing water damage
to the lower-level restrooms. The massive portico front doors were
in very-poor condition and needed replacement. The front office
entrance replacement proved to be the biggest part of the project,
as much of the cement landing and stairs were cracked and the
railings were all in violation of current building codes. All these
issues needed to be addressed in a timely manner.
Starting in 2019 the building committee in conjunction with the
Grand Council sent out bids to address these issues. After over a
year of consulting architects and contractors, contracts were
created. It was determined that the project would cost in excess of
$400,000!
Work began in the spring of 2020 with an estimated completion
date in late fall. Unfortunately, the pandemic outbreak delayed
continued work on the project. As of this issue of the RI
Freemason, work is now nearly complete with just a few minor
details to be completed.
Special thanks are extended to the Building Committee and its
Chairman, W∴Andrew Sholes, Grand Masters M∴W∴Kenneth
Poyton and M∴W∴Gary Kaufman, and the Grand Council for
seeing this project to completion.
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue
East Providence, RI 02914-4556
Telephone: 401-435-4650
Fax: 401-435-4423
Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org
rifreemason@rimasons.org
Web Site: www.rimasons.org
Grand Lodge Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM

Call of the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations

230th ANNUAL COMMUNICATION
Brethren:
The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons
for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, East
Providence, Rhode Island

Monday, May 17, 2021
For the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it and the installation of Grand Lodge officers for the
ensuing Masonic year. Grand Lodge will open promptly at 9:00 o’clock A.M. Masters and Wardens, or their proxies, are
required to attend in business suits and to wear their official jewels.
Attest:

Signed:

Ronald P. Reed

Gary S.Kaufman

Ronald P. Reed
Grand Secretary

Gary S. Kaufman
Grand Master

Masters and Wardens of Subordinate Lodges only are entitled to send proxies who must be members of the same Lodge.

