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Grand Master’s Message
between 12 to 18 months to inoculate the public. If there is a
resurgence of the disease this fall, new or additional restrictions
are sure to follow, further disrupting our fraternity and this Masonic
year.

Brother Gary S. Kaufman
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Brethren:
I want to congratulate you. As Masons, we learn to adapt and
make the best of a difficult situation. Certainly, you can be proud
that this is exactly what the members of this Craft have done. You
are resilient and take on challenges with a positive outlook.
We are about 6 months into COVID-19 and let us look at where
we are. In March, lodges were closed to all Masonic activities.
Within weeks, Zoom meetings were taking place with the sound of
the gavel. This evolved into opening bibles, setting lights, and
saying the Pledge of Allegiance in many cases. General business
of the lodge was completed, and lodge attendance was tallied. The
Zoom meeting had a positive consequence not realized at first.
Brothers who no longer lived in the area found their way to Zoom
lodge meetings. Brothers from all over the world (literally) were
attending for the first time in a long time. Several lodges had
annuals and officers were installed by Zoom, as well. Our Semipublic installation was modified for Zoom. Roger Williams Lodge
and St. Johns Lodge Providence were installed as close to the ‘inperson’ event as possible.
In May this jurisdiction had its first Zoom Annual Communication.
Well over 100 brethren attended the installation ceremony from
both in and out of the jurisdiction.
As of June 1, we were able to meet in lodge, albeit with restrictions
and limited attendance. The Governor’s COVID-19 guidelines
were adopted for use at all lodges including, temperature wellness
for all people entering the lodge, a series of health questions
related to COVID-19, and the use of masks, hand sanitizer, and
social distancing. Only a couple of lodges decided to meet in
person in June. July came and we were allowed additional
numbers in lodges. As of this writing, the numbers allowed to social
gather within a building was reduced from 25 to 15. The Grand
Council and I discussed adopting language of ‘venue of assembly’
for our lodge buildings. Using ‘venue of assembly’ as a description
of our buildings and the work performed within being ritual based,
allows for additional numbers of Masons in a lodge, for the purpose
of communications and degree work. Unfortunately, any social
gathering within the building is limited to 15.
The future brings more questions about COVID-19, including will
there be a resurgence this fall, when will Rhode Island move to
Phase 4 and what will the balance of masonic year bring. I have
heard that a vaccine is close at hand, however, it may take

With so much uncertainty about if and when we will be able to
resume ‘normal’ activities, and the real possibility of a resurgence
of the virus in the fall, I am very concerned for the well-being of our
lodges and members of the lodges in our jurisdiction. Many of our
masters and officers have not had a true “in-lodge” experience to
learn the core fundamentals of their position and duties through
the performance of the general opening and closing of a lodge, the
degree work, and lectures. As the fall begins our busy annual
season, the installed officers may not be able to convene lodge in
person for its members for an unknown period. More especially,
the Master may miss out on implementing the plans he made for
his year. He may miss that important degree work as Senior
Warden and now faces missing degree work as Master. As such,
all officers and masters are being deprived of the learning and
experience of their position for which they waited and worked for
over the years.
We need to persevere during this challenging period and make
choices which preserve the well-being of our brethren while
honoring the need and desire to participate in lodge with a sense
of shared purpose for the continuity and betterment of the Craft for
the long term. Each officer should be allowed the opportunity to
gain knowledge and experience of his position, performing degree
work, planning and implement social events, and gaining the
needed experience of that position which is a foundation for the
next officer’s position. We need to be mindful of the effects of the
COVID-19 experience on all officers and the brethren which may
be long-lasting. With the officers missing these learning and
experiential opportunities, and in the case of a Master, not
performing required degree work, their chances of advancing into
other positions in Grand Lodge or concordant bodies is
diminished.
As such, I am proposing to all Masters and officers to consider
undertaking an additional year in your current or incoming
positions in hopes that a second year will be less about COVID-19
and more about having the chance to gain the necessary skills and
experience of the office and the ability to implement and complete
your plans and degrees. I make this recommendation recognizing
that this crisis may last for well over a year, and we need to be
flexible in our mode of operation, informed by our commitment to
authentic ways of interpretation of our rituals and constitutions.
(continued on page 3)
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There has been talk within the Craft for
Grand Lodge to make a statement on the
civil unrest in the country and within
Rhode Island. The Grand Master of
Prince Hall Masons, M∴W∴Clarence
Snead and I met and had an open,
meaningful conversation about the
current situation and a mutual
commitment to keep the lines of
communication open. That being said,
amid this crisis, our purpose and mission
remain steadfast:
The strength of modern Freemasonry is
that it welcomes men of all religious,
racial, cultural, and ethnic backgrounds
into its worldwide brotherhood. The
opportunities
for
camaraderie,
fellowship, and service offered by our
Craft help us better understand each
other and build a foundation for trust
where there is no place for the
intolerance and injustice that we have
seen displayed in the past few months.
As the Masonic Grand Lodge of Rhode
Island, we support the rights of people to
publicly and peacefully express their
opinions, voice their concerns, and join
them in condemning the violence that
has motivated them to action. As a
brotherhood we believe that truth,
honesty, and fair dealing are the
cornerstones of respect and dignity
within our communities and throughout
the world. We will always work toward
that end.
Freemasonry teaches us to regard the
whole human species as one family.
During this uncertain time of pandemic
and social unrest, charity in thought,
word, and action toward all people can
and will make a positive difference in the
lives of others and ourselves. Using this
as a course of action, we can make the
world a better place.
As Freemasons, we should always
remember the obligations we took and
follow the principles we have been
taught. This would be the perfect time to
revisit these lessons and each of us be
an example for the world around us to
follow.

Fraternally yours,

Grand Master

Brethren,
The strength of modern Freemasonry is that it welcomes men of all religious, racial, cultural,
and ethnic backgrounds into its worldwide brotherhood. The opportunities for camaraderie,
fellowship and service offered by our Craft help us better understand each other and build
a foundation for trust where there is no place for the intolerance and injustice that we have
seen displayed in the past few months.
As the Masonic Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, we support the rights of people to publicly
and peacefully express their opinions, voice their concerns, and join them in condemning
the violence that has motivated them to action. As a brotherhood we believe that truth,
honesty, and fair dealing are the cornerstones of respect and dignity within our communities
and throughout the world. We will always work toward that end.
Freemasonry teaches us to regard the whole human species as one family. During this
uncertain time of pandemic and social unrest, charity in thought, word and action toward all
people can and will make a positive difference in the lives of others and ourselves. Using
this as a course of action, we can make the world a better place.

M.W. Gary S. Kaufman
Grand Master
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Rhode Island Freemasons
Honor our Fallen Veterans
Memorial Day 2020

Narragansett Bay Chapter No. 14
National Soujourners
By: W∴Ron Wheeler, President

By: Brother Mark Lomastro
On August 1, 2020 the installation of officers for Narragansett Bay
Chapter No. 14 National Sojourners for 2020-2021 took place at
the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island. Installed officers included:
MSgt. Ron Wheeler, President; Raymond Hassell, PGM, 1st Vice
President; Lt. Carl Willi, PGM, 2nd Vice President; and Gen. Rick
Baccus, Secretary/Treasurer. Many thanks go to Col. Brad Barco,
PGM for his continued dedication and support to our Chapter. Col.
Barco served as President of the Chapter as well as Commander
of the ‘Heroes of ‘76” for 9 consecutive years. Also, installed as
Commander of the Oliver Hazard Perry Camp for the “Heroes of
’76” was Lt. Carl Willi, PGM.

What is the purpose of the National Sojourners? The purpose is
to organize current and former members of the uniformed forces
of the United States, and Honorary Members who are Master
Masons, into Chapters for the promotion of good fellowship among
its members, for assisting such as may be overtaken by adversity
or affliction, for cultivating Masonic ideals, for supporting all
patriotic aims and activities in Masonry, for developing true
Patriotism and Americanism throughout the Nation, for bringing
together representatives of the uniformed forces of the United
States (past and present) in a united effort to further the military
need of National Defense, and for opposing any influence
whatsoever calculated to weaken the National Security.
“

Who are the “Heroes of ’76”? The “Heroes of ’76” is an affiliate
auxiliary organization of National Sojourners, Inc. It is composed
of National Sojourners who have, in recognition of exemplary
service to National Sojourners, Inc., Freemasonry, or our National
Government, receive this inspiring patriotic degree.
If interested in joining this patriotic organization or becoming an
honorary member contact the president or secretary for details. 
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In appearance he is said to have been long and lanky like a bean
pole, homely as a hedge fence, wearing misfit clothing which gave
him an outlandish appearance. His face was pock-marked: his hair
hung in ringlets about his shoulders; his beard was long, luxurious,
and unkempt. His dress and mannerisms were those of an
eccentric and he was commonly spoken of as “Crazy Dow.”

The original home of St. Alban’s Lodge No. 6.

Lorenzo Dow, who has been called an eccentric but extraordinary
man, was a devoted Christian and a consistent Mason. He was
made a Mason in St. Alban’s Lodge on Christmas Day 1824, and
on the following day received his Fellow Craft and Master Mason
degrees. Masonic legend relates that the lodge was called in the
afternoon at the conclusion of the service at the church at which
Brother Dow was preaching. Certain of his parishioners, learning
of his intentions, tried to dissuade him from his purpose, some of
them going so far as to accompany him to the door of the lodge
room. He refused to listen to their entreaties, however, and upon
arriving at the entrance to the lodge he paused, surveyed his
followers for a moment and then with the words “Wither I go ye
cannot follow,” disappearing from their sight.
Brother Dow was a strong temperance advocate and no doubt it
was through his influence that the lodge in its early history took a
decided stand against the use of ardent spirits and we find the
following vote recorded: “That we as a body of Free and Accepted
Masons will dispense with the use or ardent spirits on festival
occasions.” This was a period when there were five distilleries in
Bristol, some of them making 200 gallons of rum per day and the
cause of prohibition had not advanced to its present popularity
(circa 1920).
A more complete account of Dow’s life and Masonic affiliations is reprinted
from an article written by Brother James R. Chase in ‘Masonic Americana’
in 1974.
(Editor)

“Crazy Dow”- Crusader
By: Bro. James R. Case
Freedom, fervency, and zeal characterized Lorenzo Dow’s 40
years of peripatetic preaching. Born in Connecticut in 1777, he was
brought up frugally and educated in religion and common learning.
At the age of eighteen years, an asthmatic skinny youth, he
became a probationary Methodist circuit rider and preacher, but
his idiosyncrasies discouraged unreserved acceptance by the
church authorities. So, he went his own way and, while he later
was approved to an extent, he was always at odds with the
establishment, while apparently accepting Methodist doctrine.

In a rasping voice he preached hell, fire, and brimstone, was
against “atheism, deism, Calvinism and universalism,” and
promised heaven to those who repented. Such was the power of
his personality and the persuasiveness of his evangelistic
preaching that he was a great attraction among the
impressionable, especially on the frontier, a forerunner of Moody,
Billy Sunday, and other revivalists.
His wanderlust took him all over the United States, from Canada
to the Gulf, and westward to the Mississippi. He traveled
thousands of miles on foot and on horseback, pausing to preach
at every opportunity. He also made three trips to Ireland, England,
and Scotland turbulent tours not altogether unproductive of
converts for he is credited with foundation of the Primitive
Methodists in the British Isles.
When he married it was with the express understanding that family
ties were not to be a hindrance to his coming and going on
missionary trips. To show his independence (and self-discipline)
he left home the day of his wedding. He scheduled his
appearances well in advance and seldom failed to meet his
engagements or to be home for spring planting on the appointed
date. His faithful wife Peggy frequently accompanied him while she
lived but when she died the spirit moved him to remarry within
three months.
This he did following an announcement of his availability at a camp
meeting. He got hooked by a domineering spirit in the person of
his volunteer second wife, so much so he once hung a sign on the
gate post which read “Women rule here.” He settled down to a
quitter life on the farm and in his grist mill and spent much time in
writing pamphlets and revising his several books which would not
be considered best sellers today but brought him good income. He
bottled and sold a purgative tonic “Lorenzo Dow’s Family
Remedy,” went to law with his neighbors over boundaries and
water rights and ventured less and less into the outside sinful
world.
While in Rhode Island in 1824 he had a dream in which he was
made a Mason. Resolved to learn the difference between dream
(continued on page 6)
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and reality, he applied to St. Alban’s Lodge No. 6 in Bristol and
was initiated on Christmas day. He was to be passed and raised
on the next day which was Sunday. After church, some of the
congregation, learning where he was going, protested, and
followed him to the Lodge Hall. At the door he turned and
dismissed them with the words: “Depart! Wither I go, ye cannot
follow!” He preached again that night.
As a minister he, of course, paid no fees and suited his
convenience in advancing. Thus, he was Arched in Washington
Chapter No. 3 Portsmouth, New Hampshire February 25, 1825.
While in Vincennes, Indiana, for an extended stay, he was elected
High Priest of the Chapter (7) there. He became a Knight Templar
in Lebanon Commandery No. 2 at Lebanon, Ohio, March 5, 1827.
He joined a Council of Royal and Select Masters but in just what
locality has not been ascertained. While in New Orleans be
became S.P.R.S. in the Consistory under Charleston authority.
During the anti-Masonic excitement, he stood fast for the fraternity
with Sovereign Grand Commander Moses Holbrook writing that
“Lorenzo Dow is not likely to turn traitor” as many did.
Lorenzo was a staunch democrat or rather a “Jackson man” and
when President Andrew Jackson visited Connecticut in 1833 the
itinerary took him not far from the Dow home. The popular
Tennessean turned off to greet Brother Dow and a couple of
hundred of the neighbors gathered at “Hickory Plain” where the
flag flew from a hickory flagpole. With this recognition and with little
encouragement Lorenzo became somewhat elevated and was
moved to ornate. He sputtered, fulminated and exploded against
the Whigs, the anti-Masons, the Catholics and even the
Methodists, lauding “Old Hickory” for his lonely virtues.
Early the next year he felt impelled to go to Washington to warn
the President against the plots and plans of political enemies,
whether fancied or real cannot now be determined. He was a
visitor in the Georgetown home of George W. Haller, a Past Master
of Potomac Lodge No. 5 when he was stricken with a seizure
which proved fatal, his death taking place February 2. His dying
request was that he might be buried in his great coat, a close
companion which had protected him in his stormy travels, and in
which he was wrapped for his last journey to that undiscovered
country from which he would never return.
Lorenzo Dow had written his own epitaph in these words – “A
Christian is the highest style of man. He is a slave to no sect, takes
no private road, but looks through nature to nature’s God.” Brother
Dow traveled to the celestial lodge February 2, 1834.


Welcome to the Craft My Brothers
The M∴W∴Kenneth F. Poyton, Junior Past Grand Master, the
Grand Lodge and all members of the Craft extend a warm
welcome to our new brothers who were raised as Master Masons
in the 2019-2020 Masonic calendar year.

Humberto Matos

St. Johns Lodge No. 1

David Chutjian
Neven Ross Valente
Michael Chistopher Meier
Thomas Jeffrey Lindquist
Sergio Heredia
Jeffrey David Resch
Richard Nemirow
John Michael DeGaetano

Harmony Lodge No. 9
Harmony Lodge No. 9
Harmony Lodge No. 9
Harmony Lodge No. 9
Harmony Lodge No. 9
Harmony Lodge No. 9
Harmony Lodge No. 9
Harmony Lodge No. 9

Brian Reed Terry

Manchester Lodge No. 12

Jeffrey Scott Myrick
Michael A. Taylor

Morning Star Lodge No. 13
Morning Star Lodge No. 13

Andrew David Beaudreau
Joshua Michael Venezia

Morning Star Lodge No. 13
Morning Star Lodge No. 13

Barnaby Quinn

St. Paul’s Lodge No. 14

David Andrew Miller
Sean Michael Ryan

Franklin Lodge No. 20
Franklin Lodge No. 20

Andrew James Brockway
Kayoum Franklin Robert Cropper
Kevin Adam Lothrop

Jenks Lodge No. 24
Jenks Lodge No. 24
Jenks Lodge No. 24

John A. Copeland

Hope Lodge No. 25

Robinson A. Rodriquez
Matthew Ernest Clements
Dennis J. Laprade

Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
Roger Williams Lodge No. 32

Michael Robert Silveira
Brent A. Thomas

Adelphoi Lodge No. 33
Adelphoi Lodge No. 33

Aiden Karl Nichols
Nicholas Anthony Oli
Lawrence Andrew Buckley

St. Andrews Lodge No. 39
St. Andrews Lodge No. 39
St. Andrews Lodge No. 39

Antonio Angelino

Overseas Lodge No. 40

Gary David Costello
Glen A. Macnie
Jeffery Orlando Caminero

Lafayette Lodge No. 47
Lafayette Lodge No. 47
Lafayette Lodge No. 47

Anthony J. Archillia

Daylight Lodge No. 48

What Now, for Freemasonry?
By: R∴W∴Charles Angell
Quite a question! What the Craft is facing today is nothing new.
For centuries past it has faced similar problems and is still with us
today. As Masons we know our history of survival, plagues,
condemnation by governments, and religions. So, what is different
today? It is a new generation of instant communication,
computers, smart phones, tablets, and you name it. The cost of
raising a family and time required, the turmoil in our country
caused by racial unrest, resulting in large numbers of protesters
taking to the streets. The destruction of some of the country's
history. With all these changes and unrest there is one more
problem that is greater than all those mentioned, It is called the
Covid-19 virus. It has caused the shutdown of the country. We all
know the details and I will not go into them. For Freemasons in
Rhode Island and our Grand Lodge, it means no lodge meetings
and other functions that keeps our Grand Jurisdiction moving. So
far, our Grand Master, Grand Lodge officers and masters of lodges
have kept a handle on this great problem. Communication has
been good and most all brethren know what is going on and
support them.
Freemasonry will survive and be here for our grandchildren and
those that follow. The ‘Brotherhood of Man’ under the ‘Fatherhood
of God” has no color or ethnic requirement. We are all created
equal and as we cross over the threshold of a lodge, we enjoy true
brotherhood, on the level with each other. Some of our
political leaders should read the US Constitution and Bill of Rights
and abide by them as they have taken an oath to do. As
Freemasons we are prohibited discussing politics or religion in
lodge. Racism and ethnic background have no consideration or
place in Freemasonry. Down through the centuries Freemasonry
has provided leadership to guide governments and peoples
seeking freedom and peace. Today the United States has got to
remember its birth, “One Nation under God with Liberty and
Justice for All,” the basic principles our society is founded
upon. Our leaders all Americans must remember this. Just getting
back to basics would solve most of the problems our country faces
today. So mote it be.
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other, to give rather than get, to serve rather than to be waited on.
That is where you will find what it is that you are seeking and
hopefully what you joined the Fraternity for, the direction to
improving yourself and your service to man and to glorify God who
created you.
Life exists one moment at a time. Each moment can be a moment
of light or a moment of darkness. It is the teachings of Masonry
that direct you to make each moment one of light.

What is Masonry?
By: Bro. Robert Bruneau
Reprinted by permission of Sir Knight Robert Bruneau, Past Commander
of Commandery No. 38 Gulfport, Mississippi. Original published in Knight
Templar Magazine, July 2020.

Picture if you will the old story of the dad trying to finish his work
while babysitting his son; the son was active, and dad needed to
get his work done, so he took a page that had a map of the world
on it, cut it up, and told the son that when he got the picture put
together, he would play with him. Considering that the son had
never seen the world, dad assumed that it would be quite a long
time before the boy would bother him again. It wasn’t long before
the boy had completed the picture. Dad was astounded. “How did
you do that so quickly?” he asked. The boy said, “I didn’t know
what the world looked like, but I noticed that there was a picture of
a man on the other side, and I knew what a man looked like, so I
figured that if I could get the man right, then the world would be
right.”
It is not what Masonry is supposed to be doing? Are we truly trying
to get the man right in order to get the world right? One of our
culture’s most prominent lies is that there are no universal truths.
Modern secularism is built on the lie that nothing is true for
everyone.
The lies and false promises surrounding happiness wear a
thousand faces, but they all have their roots in modern culture’s
philosophy, “The meaning of life is to get what you want, and the
more you get, the happier you will be.” We have settled for this
second rate imitation of happiness for so long that it has become
normal. We accept the world’s lies so easily because we live in a
culture of pretense and lies.
It’s time to reignite our curiosity about who we are and what our
purpose is, what matters most to us and what matters least, so we
can start living the life we imagine when you consider the question,
“What am I here for?”
We will eventually all rise or fall to the level of our friendships. Life
is too short to waste time on social media, too meaningful to worry
about what seems to be when that time can be used for what is
and for living. People spend their time taking pictures of the life
that they wish for rather than taking the time to live the life they are
passing.
What place are we willing to give to truth in our lives? We can
continue bickering among ourselves about things that will mean
just about nothing to just about nobody a hundred years from now,
or we can heal and unite and fight our way back into the light of
life.
You cannot grow in character and virtue and not become a better
version of yourself. Every time you grow in character, you grow
closer to the Creator. You will find that we are here to help each

The world will change. It always has. The question is, will it change
for the better? You and I, one moment at a time, get to answer that
question.


Rhode Island Freemasonry
During the American Civil War – Part 2
By: W∴Paul Fetter, III P.M.
Friend to Friend
Although the growing casualties greatly hampered military moral
and public opinion of the war, acts of generosity and kindness were
demonstrated by both sides during the conflict.
This kindness and care for the wellness of brother Masons took
shape in many forms and actions over the course of the war.
Particularly on the battlefield when caring for the dying and
interment of remains of brothers regardless of which flag they
followed. Masons who found themselves captured in battle who
identified themselves as brothers in the Craft, received medical
care and letters sent home by brother Masons such as the
infamous Andersonville Prison in Georgia.
One instance relates to future president and Mason, William
McKinley who described an event in his diary while accompanying
a Union surgeon to care for wounded rebel prisoners of war. As
they walked, he noticed the doctor shaking hands and distributing
a roll of bills to some prisoners. Astonished at these actions,
McKinley asked the man if he had known those men. The surgeon
replied, “No, but they identified themselves as my brothers.” When
McKinley questioned if he would receive the money back. The
surgeon stated, “If they are able to return the money they will, but
it makes no difference to me; they were Masons in trouble, and I
am only doing my duty as a Mason.” Reflecting on this, McKinley
wrote in his diary, “If that is what Masonry is, I want some for
myself”.
The climax of fighting during the war happened in July 1863 at a
small crossroads town in Pennsylvania. It was here the
Confederate army of General Lee fresh off a string of victories and
the Army of the Potomac battered and bloodied under General
Gordon Meade converged at Gettysburg. It was here that over
180,000 soldiers, 18,000 being Masons, engaged in some of the
bloodiest fighting of the war; of this number over 50,000 would be
casualties by July 3, 1863.
Future brother of Harmony Lodge and Grand Master of Rhode
Island, Elisha Hunt Rhodes, a former corporal now captain in the
2nd RI Infantry kept a diary of his experience during the war,
discussed a Masonic burial while fighting continued at Gettysburg.
A fellow captain in the regiment had told him of a dead Georgia
colonel who had been identified as a Mason, and with the
assistance of other Masons in the Union ranks had buried their
fallen brother. Captain Rhodes was rather confused by the ordeal
admitting in his writings that he was not a Mason and did not
understand this treatment for the enemy dead. Captain Rhodes
would eventually receive a furlough and return to Rhode Island and
join the Craft in 1864.
(continued on page 8)
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(continued from Page 7, RI Freemasonry During the Civil War)

Most Worshipful Elisha H.
Rhodes of Harmony Lodge
No. 9 who would command
the 2nd Rhode Island
Infantry by war’s end and
keep a diary chronicling
every major engagement of
the war.

Many Rhode Island Masons distinguished themselves in battle
during this time. Brother Horatio Roger, Jr. and Nelson Viall of
Saint John’s No. 1 Providence were promoted for gallantry in
combat, both would eventually receive a brevet promotion to
Brigadier General.
Brother Viall would take command of the Rhode Island 14th
Colored Heavy Artillery Regiment, composed of freed African
Americans and officers selected with battlefield experience. The
regiment was assigned to New Orleans, Louisiana where it
conducted engineering and fortification maintenance. Brother Viall
along with other regimental officers established a school for its
enlisted soldiers, many who were illiterate and could not write.

Probably the most famous act by Masons during the war was
between Brigadier General Lewis Armistead and Captain Henry
Bingham. On July 3, General Amistead heroically led the
Confederates that pierced the Union line during Pickett's Charge.
Fierce fighting ensued and Amistead was wounded. From
accounts, Brother Amistead gave the sign of distress, "as the son
of a widow."
Just prior to this, General Winfield Hancock, a Pennsylvanian
Mason and good friend of Brother Amistead prior to the war, was
also wounded. Captain Henry Bingham, aid-de-camp to General
Hancock and a Philadelphia Mason, with other brothers came to
the aid of Brother Amistead. Amistead identified himself and
entrusted Brother Bingham with his personal belongings including
his Masonic watch to give to his friend, Brother Hancock. Brother
Amistead was moved for treatment to a Union field hospital where
he died days later from his wounds.

Colonel Nelson Viall, commander of
Rhode Island’s only all African
American unit during the war and
member of St. Johns Lodge No. 1
Providence.

The Horrid Pit, Petersburg Siege 1864
In the East, Grant forced Lee to fortify the city of Petersburg,
Virginia in a prolonged siege. General Burnside returned to the
Eastern Theatre and recommended an audacious plan to break
the siege.
In the early morning of July 30, 1864, Union sappers detonated a
mine under Confederate trenches, creating 35 feet deep, 170 feet
across, and 120 ft wide crater. Over 8,000 of Union soldiers
including many from Rhode Island stormed the breach only to be
trapped once the Confederate defenders regrouped.
The Battle of the Crater resulted in almost 4,000 Union casualties.
The 4th RI Infantry lost over half its strength at the end of the
fighting reduced to less than two hundred men.
Masonry and the Home Front
On the home front, there was not one Mason who did not have a
relative, friend, or Masonic brother in uniform. Degree and regular
work continued, and large classes of Masons were raised. Annuals
often became public displays of patriotism and support towards the
armed forces and President Lincoln.

The Friend to Friend Memorial at Gettysburg National Cemetery dedicated by
the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in 1993, depicts the famous scene of Brothers
Amistead and Bingham.

Gallantry on the Fields of Battle
The victory at Gettysburg had invigorated the Union. President
Lincoln now sought a commander who could finally entrap Lee’s
army and crush the rebellion. General Ulysses S. Grant, fresh from
success at Vicksburg, Mississippi, was selected for the task. From
1863 to 1864, Grant pursued Lee in a succession of swift decisive
battles during the Overland Campaign.1863 to 1864, Grant
pursued Lee in a succession of swift decisive battles during the
Overland Campaign.

On February 23, 1865, the Providence Press published an article
detailing the annual public banquet of Mount Vernon Lodge. Over
two hundred Masons, ladies, and guests were in attendance.
Toasts were offered to President Lincoln, the Union, and even
General Burnside sent a personal letter to the lodge offering his
thanks to the lodge brethren for their invitation and gratitude at
being asked to be the keynote speaker for the evening and offered
a toast to overall victory. Not knowing the war would be over in a
month’s time.
Honor Answers Honor, Appomattox
On April 2, 1865, Brother Rhodes now Colonel of the 2 nd RI
Infantry, led his men and stormed the trenches of Petersburg. One
week later, General Lee formally surrendered to General Grant at
(continued on page 9)
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Appomattox Court House, Virginia on April 9, 1865. Brother
Rhodes and his regiment who had opened the war four years prior
at Bull Run were witnesses to the end of the conflict.
After General Lee’s surrender, a column of Confederate soldiers
under General Gordon, a Georgian Mason, surrendered their arms
and colors to General Joshua Chamberlain, a Mason of Maine,
and his brigade. Upon viewing the Confederates, General
Chamberlain ordered his men to present arms in salute of their
defeated adversary. General Gordon, seeing this, returned the
salute to this Union officer and Masonic brother. The War between
the states was over.
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These actions display the humanity of man during this horrific
fighting. Brothers contributed to the humanitarian treatment of their
fellow Masons regardless of side and the proper respect to those
who died. Masons displayed the utmost loyalty and duty to one
another that truly transcended political or personal ideologies and
set the example for future brothers of the Craft.
Recorded in the July 26, 1866 secretary's minutes, show that a
Masonic committee from Columbia, South Carolina had sent a
request to Mount Vernon Lodge for financial assistance to rebuild
their Masonic temple and replace their jewels and working tools
that had been destroyed during the war.
Upon receiving letters of financial aid for the children of deceased
and indigent Masons from the Grand Secretary and Richland
Lodge No. 214, Mount Vernon contributed $25.00 per child in
Thomasville, North Carolina. Brother Dennis Terrill received a
Master Mason's silk apron found in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, by a
returning soldier and hoped to return it to its proper owner.
Many brothers and veterans who had returned to the Ocean State,
would find success in their civilian careers. Although disasters
plagued his military career during the war, General Burnside
remained a popular leader among his troops and the generalpublic especially in Rhode Island where he served as governor and
senator after the war. Governor Sprague would continue to
support the Union cause during the war as a senator and
eventually retired to Paris, France. Brother Horatio Rogers, Jr.
became Attorney General for Rhode Island. Brother Viall was
appointed the first police chief of Providence and warden of the
state prison in Cranston. Brother Rhodes returned to Rhode Island
and became a successful businessman and served the Craft as
Grand Master of Rhode Island in 1893.

Brother Chamberlain orders his men to salute their defeated adversary while
Brother Gordon returns the sign of respect. Painting by Donald Troiani, 1988.

The End of the War
With the end of the war and events of President Lincoln’s
assassination, the men of the Union armies were mustered out of
service. Back home, veterans returned to a heroes’ welcome.
Many formed chapters of the Grand Army of the Republic, G.A.R.
fraternity to remember their fallen comrades, tend grave sites, and
decorate graves every May on Decoration Day now Memorial Day.
Brothers Slocum and Ballou's graves received new tombstones
donated by funds from members of the state's chapters. Rhode
Island was one of the first states to recognize Decoration Day and
formerly adopted it in 1872.

The Soldiers and Sailors Monument
Since the end of the war in 1865, the granite quarries in Westerly
produced the stones that would be used in the erection of
countless memorials and statues dedicated to the memory and
heroism of Rhode Island's fighting men in the crusade to free the
slaves and preserve the Union. Citizens of Providence and
veterans of the G.A.R. saw fit to dedicate a memorial at the west
end of Exchange Place in Providence to reflect the honor and
memory of all those Rhode Islanders who made the ultimate
sacrifice. At the request of the Rhode Island General Assembly,
the Grand Lodge was asked to lay the cornerstone for the
monument.

During the years after the war known as the Reconstruction Era,
many Masonic lodges received requests for financial aid to assist
their brothers in the war-ravaged South.

Statue of the “everyman soldier”
of the Union in North Kingstown
dedicated by the Charles Baker
Post No. 16 of the G.A.R. in
1912.

The Soldiers and Sailors Monument as seen during Decoration Day in the
1870’s and today in Kennedy Plaza, Providence.

On June 24, 1870, thousands of spectators, state, and federal
officials, widows & children, veterans, and others from across the
country came to view the dedication of the Soldiers and Sailors
Monument. Twenty-two lodges and two Royal Arch Chapters were
(continued on page 11)
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Interesting Historical Facts of Freemasonry
In Rhode Island
Selected from a review of the
Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge
9th Installment

A new Worshipful Master in a small Georgia town spent
the first four days making personal visits to each of the
members, inviting them to come to his first lodge
meeting. The following Thursday the lodge was all but
empty. Accordingly, the Worshipful Master placed a
notice in the local newspapers, stating that because the
lodge was dead, it was everyone’s duty to give it a
decent Masonic burial. The funeral would be held the
following Monday afternoon, the notice said. Morbidly
curious, a large crowd turned out for the “funeral”. In
front of the Altar, they saw a closed coffin, smothered
in flowers. After the Chaplain delivered the eulogy, he
opened the coffin and invited his brethren to come
forward and pay their final respects to their “dead
lodge,” all the brethren eagerly lined up to look in the
coffin. Each “mourner” peeped into the coffin then
quickly turned away with a guilty, sheepish look. In the
coffin, tilted at the correct angle, was a large mirror.
Remember the obligation we all took my brothers,
attend and support……..

Your Lodge !!!

5/19/1913 Voted to affiliate with Masonic Relief Association of
US and Canada. This will provide notification of Grand Lodge
frauds and imposters attempting to obtain funds from Grand
Lodge officers.
5/15/1916 Committee appointed to prepare memorial Tablet to
be placed on Chamber of Commerce building; Market Square,
Providence; formerly known as the Market Building, Board of
Trade, City Building, St. Johns Hall, to commemorate
occupancy of the ancient edifice by Masonic bodies (17971853).
6/24/1917 Special Communication convened for service in
commemoration of Bi-Centennial Anniversary of formation of
the First Grand Lodge of Masons at London, St. Johns Day,
June 24, 1717.
St. John’s Lodge No. 1 Newport is the eight on the list of lodges
constituted in the American colonies in the order of seniority and
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence is eighteenth.
Following the Revolution and establishment of our National
Independence, the various lodges proclaimed their
independence and inaugurated their own Grand Lodges. This
was consummated in Rhode Island through united efforts of
Newport and Providence lodges at a communication at the
State House in Newport, June 27, 1791, thus completing the
last link in the historic chain which connects our Grand Lodge
with the United Grand Lodge of England.
To be continued.

RI Freemason
Deadlines
Publishing Schedule
The Rhode Island Freemason is published
four times based on a Masonic calendar
year. Deadlines for submissions are listed
below for each issue.
The issues will be published as follows:

From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue. Unfortunately, we did not
have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate, I have saved the material for
our next issue. As a reminder please submit your material for future issues before the
deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis. As the deadline approaches, there
is less and less space available and your material may not be published if received on or after
the deadline date.
A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions:
•
•
•
•

Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents.
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files.
Please no PDF files, they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first serve
basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included.
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

DECEMBER/JANUARY/FEBRUARY
Deadline: November 1st

•

MARCH/APRIL/MAY
Deadline: February 1st

Fraternally,

JUNE/JULY/AUGUST
Deadline: May 1st
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Deadline: August 1st

Richard Lynch
Editor

Editor:

R∴W∴Richard F. Lynch

Associate Editors:

M∴W∴Leon C. Knudsen, PGM
R∴W∴Jack Anderson
Millie T. Hallstrom

Editorial Advisior:

R∴W∴Ronald P. Reed
R∴W∴Grand Secretary

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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in attendance alongside six Commanderies and the detached
mounted Sir Knights of Cavalry Commandery No. 13.
M∴W∴Thomas A. Doyle of St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
presided over the ceremony.
A Brotherhood Undivided
The end of the war brought the nation to a new chapter of its
history. The trials of the war had reformed the nation but would
take many years and even decades to heal, even to some extent,
into today.
The actions taken by brothers on both sides during the war
displayed the highest virtues of what our institution teaches,
humanity and sense of duty to our fellow Masons and brothers.
They demonstrated that even while tested, the bonds of fraternity
and friendship still endure during the hardships and turmoil of war.
The Civil War demonstrated that not only Masons in Rhode Island,
but the whole United States of America would ever remain a
brotherhood undivided.




Report from the Masonic Districts
METRO DISTRICT

RW André H. Faria, Jr., DDGM
First, Brandt and I want to thank all the brothers of the Metro
District for their kindness and virtual hospitality during these
unprecedented times. On a personal note, I want to thank the
various lodges and individuals (too numerous to mention by name)
who reached out to me offering their support and condolences on
the passing of my father back in April. Your gestures of kindness
mean a lot to me and my family and we will not soon forget it.
Second, in late July, Brandt was given very short notice and was
called to provide his vocational services for the entire WBNA
season. He said a quick and tearful goodbye to his lovely wife
Mary and firstborn son Otto and boarded a plane for Florida hours
later. He will be in the Sunshine State for several consecutive
weeks but looks forward to joining us virtually when his work
schedule permits. I hope he brought his tux with him! I will miss
your presence Number One and look forward to your return!
Although we have not been able to meet in person, our year in the
Metro District has commenced with a virtual bang! We had the
opportunity to virtually install the Worshipful Masters of both Rising
Sun Lodge, No. 30 and St. John’s Lodge, No. 1P. Congratulations
to Worshipful Gerry Phaneuf and Scott E. Miller respectively. By
the time you have read this letter, we hope to have been present
at the installation of officers for Redwood Lodge No. 35, working
with W∴Roy Gessman and R∴W∴Douglas J. Grant who had some
unfinished business to complete at the lodge. Although the Covid19 state of emergency has been an unprecedented challenge for
many, the Metro District lodges, like Jenks Lodge No. 24 for
example, under the leadership of W∴Anthony Amaral have
completed degree work taking the necessary precautions to hold
in-person lodge meetings. My hearty congratulations to all the
lodges who strive to make Masonry meaningful both in-person and
virtually.
Looking ahead, we have our first visitation at Rising Sun in October
and the annual installation of Overseas Lodge No. 40 on Veterans’
Day in November. I look forward to being with both lodges and
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spending time with the brothers. We hope to congratulate
W∴Andrew Gold on a successful year and to install the lodge’s
new line of officers. As we continue through the beginning of a new
school year, our presidential elections, and the coming of 2021. I
pray that we remain focused on the great things our fraternity has
to offer and make it our personal responsibility to live the tenets of
our institution by word and deed.
There is no doubt that these are turbulent times in our nation and
in our world. While many are calling for protests, or the
communication of just outrage, accompanied by the raising of
voices, which in many circumstances may be necessary for the
evolution of humanity, our fraternity offers valuable guidance. Two
virtues that we often do not consider enough (in my humble
opinion) are silence and circumspection. As I understand these
truly Masonic virtues, silence is that ability to hold fast and say
nothing. This is not always an easy thing to do and requires a great
deal of self-dominance, careful introspection, and self-control.
This truly should be our first response to any issue or concern that
we are asked to comment on or feel inspired to talk about. Why?
Because once words are spoken, they cannot be unspoken, and
have the potential to leave a mark. Hastily spoken words or actions
frequently are an expression of our unexamined life circumstances, which often can provide for others, a window into our
souls for all the world to see. Alternatively, is it not more prudent
to reflect meaningfully and objectively to understand a variety of
perspectives before our ignorance has the potential to alienate and
divide? We need to strive to avoid words and actions that are unMasonic. Otherwise, it makes absolutely no sense to remain a
Freemason if we are not willing to put into practice the virtues of
our fraternity.
“Circumspection” as I understand it, means that each of us should
first be prudent before we act or before we speak. We all have our
own opinions about how “things should be” and there is nothing
wrong with that. However, how often do we truly focus on living in
each present moment? It’s easy to retreat to the past (we can’t go
back there, but it’s a place that a lot of us can get stuck in) or
speculate about the future (which does not really exist except as a
concept in our minds). I find it helpful to ask the following
questions: what am I doing NOW? How am I speaking NOW?
How do my words and my actions at this moment affect my
brothers, the greater community, and the human race? As each of
us evolve to be better persons and as brother Masons become role
models in our communities, the human race evolves one person
at a time, one gesture at a time, one word at a time. Isn’t that
marvelous! At the same time, as each of us fail to do this and use
our tongues and actions to vilify and hurt each other, we also
devolve our species. But I am always hopeful! I have found great
lessons in this Fraternity of ours that encourage me daily to be the
best person I can, to be charitable, to hope for goodness, to be
grateful for all of the tangible and intangible gifts we possess, to
be circumspect, and often times to be silent. My favorite composer
of all time, Wolfgang A. Mozart when talking about the beauty of
music said something that I believe to be profound and applicable
beyond the world of melody and harmony, “the most beautiful
sound in music is silence.”
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EAST BAY DISTRICT

RW Rick Baccus DDGM
Come you back you British Soldier,
Come you back to Mandalay,
If there’s something east of Suez,
Where the best is like the worst,
Where there ain’t no ten commandments,
And a man can raise a thirst,
“On the Road to Mandalay”, Rudyard Kipling
From “What is Masonry” by Sir Knight Robert Bruneau (Knights
Templar Magazine)
Picture if you will the story of the dad trying to finish his work while
babysitting his son; the son was active and dad needed to get his
work done, so he took a page that had a map of the world on it,
cut it up, and told his son that when he got the picture put together,
he would play with him. Considering the son had never seen the
world, dad assumed that it would be quite a long time before the
boy would bother him again. It wasn’t long before the boy had
completed the picture. Dad was astounded. “How did you do that
so quickly?” he asked. The boy said, “I didn’t know what the world
looked like, but I noticed that there was a picture of a man on the
other side, and I knew what a man looked like, so I figured if I could
get the man right, then the world would be right.” Is that not what
Masonry is supposed to be doing? Are we truly trying to get the
man right in order to get the world right?
Yes, if it was only that simple. Clearly, the brothers of the East Bay
District are trying to get our piece of the world right by doing what
we can to be examples in our communities. Rick Lynch and I were
able to attend several lodge meetings virtually in June, July, and
August. Some of the District Lodges had adopted the Phase III
Control Plan from Grand Lodge, to start to hold in person meetings
in their lodges. I commend the Worshipful Masters for taking the
initiative to have some form of gatherings to reinforce the bonds
we all have to our lodges and the fraternity. As we pass through
the summer season, and the lodges look to conduct work, I
commend Washington Lodge No. 3, St Alban’s Lodge No. 6, and
St Paul’s Lodge No. 14 for beginning plans for degree work in
September. I also want to mention that St. John’s No. 1 hosted the
Middletown food pantry during this crisis. We will also have
negotiated Washington Lodge’s annual communication and our
visitation to Adelphoi Lodge No. 33, including the officer forum
given the guidelines that are in place. Both Rick and I along with
our ladies Kay and Patti look forward to greeting everyone as
circumstances allow.
Rudyard Kipling wrote this poem in 1890 in England, after
spending seven years in India during the British war establishing
India as a colony. Mandalay was the capital of Burma, which was
part of the Indian colony. The poem was popularized in song in
1907 and sold over a million copies. This song was even sung by
Frank Sinatra on his “Come Fly with Me” album. I came across
the poem while watching the Netflix series “The Crown.” The
episode is in year three, number five called the “Coup” and I found
it to be excellent historical entertainment.
As always, please feel free to contact me at rickbaccus@cox.net
or at 401-413-6281.

On the road to Mandalay,
Where the flyin’ fishes play,
And the dawn comes up like thunder
Out of China crost the bay.
“On the Road to Mandalay”, Rudyard Kipling

NORTHERN DISTRICT
R∴W∴ Gilbert J. Fontes, Jr., DDGM
Greetings Brethren,
I did not want to start this article with the words “unprecedented
times.” We all know life today is different than a year ago. How and
when does it all get back to the “normal?” No one knows. Will life
ever be the same? Unlikely. Should we strive to make it the same
is the question.
Some of us long for that predictable “normal” of only a few months
ago. Others embrace this time as an opportunity for self-reflection,
a chance to review the inner most thoughts and beliefs, maybe
even question them. Many of us see this time as an opportunity to
make positive change.
A series of events in our country has led to many analyses of
thought. I cannot remember a time of such great divide and
sensitivity. It is everywhere, even with closest friends and family.
For many of us life may feel like a bowl of Jello or perhaps even
more liquid. Everything we perceived as “normal” just a year ago
has changed and there is no sense of any return in the immediate
future. What cannot be denied is life continues, we continue. We
are extremely fortunate to have this fraternity and each other.
Good news may be harder to find these days, but it is out there.
We have good news from the Northern District team! W∴Jay
Nystrom, GMC and Lady Kathy were blessed with the first human
addition to their family. It was in the early morning of July 7 when
Charlotte Rose fearlessly entered the world to impact all our lives.
Let us all welcome this little one. We are all looking forward to
greeting her, as the newest member of our extended Masonic
family.
Jay and I look forward to seeing you at one of the upcoming
Masonic meetings listed below. Note, all in-person meetings or
events must follow and practice the social distancing protocols as
prescribe by our State Government. Lodge Masters, you are
reminded that you are responsible for the adherence of these
protocols. A written protocol plan must be submitted to the Grand
Lodge. Feel free to promptly reach out to me with any questions or
concerns regarding these protocols.
Grand Master’s Official Visitation to the Northern District
Morning Star Lodge No.13

September 3

Northern District DDGM Official Visitations
Roger William Lodge No. 32
Friendship Lodge No. 7

September 12
October 31

Northern District Annual Communications
Friendship Lodge No. 7
Lafayette Lodge No. 47
Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8

September 26
October 7
November 20

Lastly, I leave you with a quote from a recently departed brother
as a powerful reminder of who we are.
"You are a light. You are the light. Never let anyone - any person
or any force - dampen, dim, or diminish your light - Release the
need to hate, to harbor division, and the enticement of revenge.
Release all bitterness. Hold only love, only peace, in your heart,
knowing that the battle of good to overcome evil is already won."
Ill. John Lewis, 33°
It is my hope that you will ponder these words and embrace them
as a starting point to your very next thought.


_____________________________________________________________________

CENTRAL DISTRICT

RWEric E. Grist, Jr., DDGM
This is certainly a disappointing summer regarding meeting with
and seeing our brothers. Hopefully by the time that you read this,
things have opened a bit more and we can resume our full inperson meetings.
Normally, John and I would have visited each lodge by now and
participated in the social outdoor events that summer generally
brings. It feels quite odd to have gone so long without sitting in a
lodge with our brothers.
Nevertheless, the current situation brings us time and opportunity
that we might otherwise not have. I did some reading regarding
how the Spanish Flu affected Masonry one hundred years ago.
The Masons of that period were limited in their ability to remotely
connect. Less than 35% of homes had phones and mass
communication was restricted to newspapers and mail. It occurred
to me that when used properly, technology gives the 2020 Mason
a big advantage.
Some lodges are taking this time to perform building
improvements. One lodge has upgraded the exterior lighting to use
LEDs, and has removed, repaired, and reinstalled ancient signs
using newer longer-lasting coatings. Many lodges are using
platforms such as Zoom to hold meetings and deliver programs.
For you Scottish Rite Masons, the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction
is airing many high production value degrees in their “Thursday
Night at the Rite” series.There is more time to reach out to brethren
both local and distant. Making a single call each day can brighten
someone’s day.
There has been an increase in Masonic podcasts, writings, and
Facebook groups. They cover a comprehensive breath of topics
from historical, to esoteric, to practical. I would be remiss if I did
not mention the occasional Facebook post from our own Grand
Lecturer that states “stop scrolling and go practice your ritual.” A
reminder that I continually need to hear.
The lodges of the Central District are practicing, preparing, and
pining to hit the new Masonic year running. I have no doubt that
they will do exactly that!
For those of you most affected by this virus: May the Grand
Architect of the Universe bless you and keep you and your friends
and family safe.


SOUTHERN DISTRICT

RWStephan H. Saraidarian, DDGM
Greetings Dear Brethren,
First and foremost, I wish to thank the Grand Master for the faith
he has placed in me as the newest District Deputy Grand Master.
I cannot express how much Jason and I look forward to this
journey. I also want to thank all the brethren for their well wishes
and support, especially those of the Southern District who have
gone out of their way to welcome me and Jason. I know it is not
the welcome they wished to give us, but their determination to give
us the warmest of regards has been nothing short of herculean
given the circumstances we are forced to operate under while
keeping the safety of those around us our paramount concern.
It is at this time I would love to be able to regale you with tales of
our meetings in the Southern District, but alas my story to this point
is similar to what I imagine we are all experiencing. Video
conference calls and splitting time between home and work. I am
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very thankful that we were able to attend some lodge meetings via
Zoom and I applaud the efforts of those lodges who took the time
to have online meetings to maintain those bonds of brotherly love
and affection. I think we can all agree that it is no substitute for the
experience of our in-person meetings, but it is far better than no
contact at all.
At the time of this writing none of the Southern District lodges had
plans to hold meetings during the summer but they hope to return
to in-person meetings come September and beyond. I am
relatively certain that future meetings will still have strict guidelines
and be required to keep attendance low. I hope as many members
of the lodges attend as possible. As my way of assisting, I will not
be attending unless I am sure my doing so does not cause a
member to be unable to be in attendance.
I hope you all had a safe summer and look forward to the fall when
hopefully proper safety measures have been worked out and we
can safely enjoy each other’s company once again. Jason and I
are always willing and able to assist whenever we can so please
feel free to reach out to us anytime.


It is my honor to be your obedient servant.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
By: W∴Timothy L. Culhane, P.M.
First and foremost, the Worshipful Master, Wardens and brethren
of St. Johns Lodge hope that all our brothers, family, and friends
are riding out the current crisis safely. In order to maintain the
safety of the lodge and jurisdiction, St. Johns has successfully
managed to engage the brothers in accordance with the mandates
issued by the State of Rhode Island and by our Most Worshipful
Grand Master. So much has happened so quickly and so
uncommonly, that we are truly experiencing an unprecedented
change in our paradigm. These unique times manifest in our formal
communications, ritual, and social gathering and have caused a
radical re-thinking about the way in which we conduct our meetings
as Masons.
Consequently, all our communications have been held virtually
since March of 2020. The lodge met on Wednesday, May 20 with
27 brothers and one visitor present. Business was conducted,
followed by a discussion of the future activities of the lodge. Sadly,
the annual steak fry scheduled for the end of June was cancelled,
as was the ‘Spring Fling’ which had been scheduled for mid-April.
A lively discussion was held about how to handle future
communications and events. The conclusion was that we are at
the mercy of the current crisis, but that uncertainty should not
prevent us from being prepared to jump back into lodge, into
conferring degrees, and social events.
W∴Mazen Alsabe conducted his last meeting as Worshipful
Master on Wednesday, June 17. There were twenty members and
four visitors present. W∴Ed Bertrand thanked W∴Alsabe for his
leadership and patience, with complete agreement by the
brothers, followed by a round of virtual applause! It has been a
trying year so far for all of us, especially for all the officers of the
jurisdiction who have seen their plans derailed by the current stateof-affairs. Masonic service pins were awarded, and recognition
was given to 20 brothers. Congratulations to Junior Warden
Joshua Irizarry and Brother Colin Plasse who received ‘Man of the
Year’ awards for their service to the lodge during the current
Masonic year. R∴W∴Robert Palazzo, Senior Grand Warden
brought the greetings of the Grand Lodge.
(continued on page 14)
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(continued from Page 13, St Johns Lodge 1P)

The lodge was turned over to our new Master Scott Miller who
thanked his Lady Michele for all the support she has given him
over the years. He also thanks all those who have helped him in
his travels through the line as well as W∴Alsabe for everything he
has done, especially during this difficult year. After introduction of
Grand Lodge officers, the lodge was turned over to the Most
Worshipful Grand Master who spoke on the continuing crisis and
how we can manage our business during such unsure times. He
then congratulated the new Worshipful Master, and the lodge was
closed at 7:25 PM.
As “the times, they are a-changing’”, St. Johns held its July 15
communication virtually. Present were 24 members and two
visitors. Joining us that evening was the Most Worshipful Grand
Master, Gary S. Kaufman who was greeted with public grand
honors. Business was conducted, applications were read, and the
Worshipful Master gave a tentative outline of his plans for the year
as well as detailed plans for the next few months, both vulnerable
to the rapidly changing state of the crisis. Lodge was closed
without ritual by the Most Worshipful Grand Master at 6:50 PM.
Unfortunately, the St. Johns’ family picnic had to be cancelled with
no plans or expectation of it being rescheduled this year.
The tentative plans for September, October, and November will be
entirely subordinate to the state of the COVID-19 crisis. The plan
for the September communication is a virtual meeting on
Wednesday, September 16 at 6:00 PM. Details and links to the
virtual meeting will be distributed to the brothers through the trestle
board and the other usual methods. The program is still to be
determined. The Master has scheduled the conferring of the
Entered Apprentice degree on all available candidates for
Wednesday, October 21. Again, this will be determined by current
circumstances. As November is still far away at the time of this
writing, the Master cannot realistically make concrete plans for this
communication. When asked, he stated that he has some very
good options on the available but we will have to wait and see
where we are as we approach the date. The details will be
communicated to the brethren.
Please visit the lodge web site at www.stjohns1p.com or reach out
to the Master, Wardens, or any officer of the lodge for updates.
The Master reminds us remain safe and healthy with adherence to
the health and safety protocols, so that we may be able to be back
in lodge together soon.


Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4

Harmony Lodge No. 9
By: Brother Jan A. Zukowski
Slowly, but safely, we are starting to emerge from our isolation and
begin to pick up our working tools again.
Every one of us takes away something different and unique from
Freemasonry. This could be ritual or floorwork. Maybe it is the
history of your lodge. For a lot of us it is simply the camaraderie
that we have with our brothers, getting together and sharing in this
fraternity. Whatever it is to you, I hope that you will soon have this
in your life again. We at Harmony Lodge could not be happier to
continue with the good work that we do.
We will be resuming our monthly communications in September.
Please refer to the Harmony webpage and Facebook page for
more information.
Come October 6, we will have our traditional officer step-up night.
This is always a fun event so please come support the presumptive
officers for the upcoming year. This event is tentatively planned to
be an in-lodge event taking into consideration all social distancing
and gathering rules. Please refer to the lodge webpage and
Facebook page for all the latest plans.
Our Master Mason degree is tentatively planned for October 17.
We are excited to have our brothers from Ionic Lodge conferring
this degree with us. Because of the tentative nature of this date in
regard to the pandemic, please refer to the Harmony Lodge
website and the monthly trestle board for the latest information.
Planning for November, Harmony has two big events that we
would like to inform the brethren of. The first is the Annual
Communication scheduled for Tuesday November 17, and the
Annual Banquet on Saturday, November 21. Please follow our
Facebook page as well as our website for finalized dates and how
to register for the events.
Plato said, “Never discourage anyone who continually makes
progress, no matter how slow.” This could not be more appropriate
for this period in our lives. We do not know what tomorrow will
bring, all we can do is to do our best with what we know now. As
always, please refer to www.harmony9.org and the monthly trestle
board for specific details, including instructions for placing
reservations, upcoming events. Please continue to support your
lodge and participate as you are able.


Franklin Lodge No. 20
By: W∴Ray Geer, P.M.

By: W∴Paul Fetter, P.M.

Westerly Masonic Foundation Paving Project

Greetings brothers from your Masonic family at Mount Vernon!
Well, by the time you are reading this the summer months will be
ending shortly, and fall will soon be upon us. Due to the current
world events Mount Vernon like many of our fellow lodges have
had to cancel and reschedule many of our yearly summer events
from building rentals to our annual chicken BBQ. Although it is
disappointing at times with everything that is going on, one of our
greatest strengths as a fraternity is our ability to strive forward and
plan for a better future and tomorrow. W∴Andrew and the officers
have called and emailed our lodge brothers with well-being
checks, adapted to a new way to host our meetings through Zoom,
and brothers volunteering to keep our lodge building clean
following the COVID-19 guidelines in order to begin the process of
holding in-person meetings and social functions for the fall season.
To say the least, we have not been stagnant in the south. Looking
forward to once again turning to some sense of normal soon and
to see all of you at lodge!


Franklin Lodge purchased our property at 20 Elm Street in 1948
from one of our members. The Lodge then created the Westerly
Masonic Foundation and gave them the property. After significant
construction of a lodge hall, dining hall, and office space, the new
Temple was dedicated in 1958. When I joined Franklin Lodge in
the late 1970s, the parking lot was paved so my guess is that
pavement in the driveway and parking area is probably 50-60
years old. I think we must have gotten our money’s worth out of it,
but that’s yesterday’s news. The east driveway, out to Chestnut
Street had all but disintegrated and the parking area was
developing small sink holes, cracks, etc. During winter months ice
and wet leaves were abundant and were causing a serious danger
to our older population (and some of us younger one also). With
assurance of financial support from the Master, Wardens,
Trustees, and members of Franklin Lodge, the Foundation sought
out bids for digging out the existing (22,000 sq./ft.) driveway and
parking area and repaving it.
(continued on page 15)
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World War – Roll of Honor
In reading through the old minutes of Franklin Lodge, I have come
across several Grand Lodge Communications and Franklin Lodge
Resolutions & Motions that provide insight as to the support given
by Franklin Lodge in support of our Troops and the War Effort.
Stated Communication: October 30, 1917
A communication is read from Herbert A Rice, Grand Master of RI
relative to investment (of Liberty Bonds) from Lodge funds.
Stated Communication: November 27, 1917
The following resolution was presented by the Secretary and on
motion unanimously adopted.

Brother Bob Caron, Chairman of the Westerly Masonic Foundation
Board of Directors obtained 7 quotes from paving companies. The
Board reviewed the quotes, and selected Ed French & Sons of
Westerly to do the project. Not only was the finished product
amazing but so was the whole project. Ed French & Sons gave us
a professional quote, started when they said they would, and
finished in three days with no mess left behind. If Westerly is just
too far a drive to attend a meeting, just come down to check out
our new parking lot and then stay for the meeting since you are
here!

That the Worshipful Master and Wardens with the Treasurer and
Secretary be a standing committee with full power to make
contributions in the name of the lodge to any war appeal that in
their judgement is in keeping with the tenants of the fraternity and
the resources of the lodge warrant.
Action when taken to be reported at the next stated communication
of the lodge, and the Treasurer is authorized to pay such orders
when properly certified.
Stated Communication: December 27, 1917
A communication is read from the Most Worshipful Grand Master
related to the taking of membership in the American Red Cross.
A communication is read from Herbert A Rice, Most Worshipful
Grand Master relative to the Masonic War Fund, and the
assessing of the subordinate lodges for same, and authorizing the
subordinate lodges to access its members.
Resolved: That an assessment of two dollars be, and the same is
hereby levied against each member of the lodge (except those
members who are serving with the armed forces of the United
States) for the purpose of establishing a Masonic War Fund in
accordance with the action taken by the Grand Lodge at its SemiAnnual Communication held November 19, 1917.
Resolved: That said assessment shall be paid by the members to
the Secretary before January 15, 1918.

Westerly Masonic Foundation
Tuesday Night Cook-out
On Tuesday, July 21, several members of the Westerly Masonic
Foundation and their families gathered for a backyard summer
cookout. Chef Bob Caron cooked up a feast consisting of
hamburgers, hot dogs, baked beans, corn on the cob, and potato
salad followed by a refreshing piece of watermelon. Chef Bob also
built a large BBQ Pit and Picnic/Outdoor Social area on a large
slab of concrete at the back of the Foundation’s property. We had
30+ people for the cookout and of course practiced “social
distancing” best we could. Keep checking your emails for the next
cookout announcement!

Roll of Honor
Members who are serving with the armed forces of the United
States at home or abroad and are exempt from the payment of
dues and assessments while in the Service.
Louis A. Babcock - Charles D. Briggs
H. Russell Burdick - John F. Datson
James D. Docking - Ellsworth D. Goldsmith
Edwin D Hawke - Raymond H Hiscox
John A. Hogg - Arthur F. Anderson
Charles D. Anderson - Carl V. Brucker
Arthur H. Coy – Linder F. Couprabe
W. Russell Dover – Wells R. Fowler
Daniel F. Larkin – Wilfred A. Mansfield
F. B. Mickle – Gilbert Smith
Luther A. Tarbrel – Robert Thackeray
John B. Wilcox – William P. Dodge
Robertson Hundle – Donald W. Kenneth
David F. Marr – Adrian R. Orion, Jr.
Irving R. Gover – John Smith
Stated Communication: January 22, 1918
A communication is read from Joseph Lawton secretary of the
Masonic War Board of RI asking the Worshipful Master to appoint
two members of the lodge and with similar appointments from the
other subordinate lodges, to act as an advisory committee in
connection with the work of the board.
(continued from Page 15)
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Stated Communication: February 19, 1918
A communication is read from Joseph Lawton, secretary of the
Masonic War Board of RI asking the Worshipful Master to appoint
two members of the lodge and with similar appointments from the
other subordinate lodges, to act as an advisory committee in
connection with the work of the board.
The Worshipful Master appoints W∴Harry Bolles and W∴Lewis
Stanton as members from Franklin Lodge.
Special Communication: April 30, 1918
The Secretary reads a dispensation from the Most Worshipful
Grand Master authorizing Franklin Lodge to confer the EA, FC,
and MM degrees upon candidates who are members of the Military
Forces of the US, and may be called into foreign service without
prior notice.
The following six names have been added on the Roll of Honor
(names omitted).
Stated Communication: May 21, 1918
Announcement was made that our lodge had donated $50 to the
2nd Red Cross War Fund and that the trustees of the Permanent
Fund had purchased a $500 Liberty Loan Bond 3rd series.
Stated Communication: June 18, 1918
On motion: voted that we donate $10 to the Westerly Band for
patriotic services as a war measurer.
Stated Communication: November 12, 1918
Announcement is made that the standing committee on war
contributions had contributed $25 to the United War Work
Campaign on behalf of the lodge.


Adelphoi Lodge No. 33
By: R∴W∴Edward B. Kdonian, Secretary
It been an interesting past few months! The restrictions placed on
us due to the pandemic have prevented us from meeting in the
traditional way that the Craft has always done things. Fortunately,
through the generosity of Grand Lodge we were able to have a few
meetings via the Zoom format. It was actually very nice to see and
speak to our brothers in this manner. Adelphoi Lodge would like
to thank Past Grand Master Poyton and Grand Master Kaufman,
as well as our DDGMs, R∴W∴Faria and R∴W∴Baccus, for their
wisdom and guidance during these trying times. It currently looks
like the restrictions are still going to make it challenging for
September, but hopefully in October, Adelphoi Lodge will be
hosting the Kilwinning Club of Boston, MA for our monthly
program.

The Kilwinning Club has been around since 1924 and is well
known for the conferral of the third degree. I personally have never
seen the degree team but am eagerly looking forward to it.
The Master invites all of you to join us that evening to witness this
event. The lodge will open at 7:00 PM with dinner preceding at
6:00 PM at a cost of $10.00. For reservations call 401-437-8087.

Collegivm Lvminosvm
By: W∴Timothy Culhane, Chancellor
As we weather the issues caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, we
have all had to adapt. The April Communication scheduled for the
end of that month was cancelled as new guidelines were being
released. However, the new guidelines and methodologies for
disseminating updates rapidly allows us to continue our work in a
functional, albeit non-traditional way. There will be two stated
communications of the COLLEGIVM this fall. The first is scheduled
for Wednesday, September 29. Unless a drastic turnaround
occurs and the spread of the disease greatly diminishes, this
communication will be held virtually, with the details to be
determined as we approach the date. The second is scheduled for
Monday, November 30. With this date so far out, we will truly need
to wait and see what the guidelines will be.
The discussion on salons for the COLLEGIVM has been ongoing,
and the dates, times, and formats will be announced as we
progress forward. Expect to see them as a semi-regular addition
to the activities of the COLLEGIVM. The details for future
communications and salons will be posted in our trestleboard, on
our website (http://www.collegivmlvminosvm.org), our Facebook
page, and the Grand Lodge Calendar.
The current operational environment for the COLLEGIVM and for
the entire Craft is being challenged by the ever-shifting nature of
the pandemic. It is hoped that we will be able to reconvene in a
more traditional way soon, but until that time, we will meet the
challenges head on. Now is a great time for research and writing,
and the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, Pro Vice-Chancellor,
officers, fellows, and scholars of the COLLEGIVM wish all of you
success in your research, and a healthy and safe summer and
autumn.
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Masonic Family Campers are at it again!

Covid-19 coronavirus over the last few months. Our April dinner
meeting was cancelled and then our Ladies’ Night scheduled for
July 8 at the Dunes Club in Narragansett got cancelled when the
Dunes Club cancelled all events through the end of the year.
Plantations Conclave only meets 4 times a year so it looked as if
2020 would be a year with only 2 meetings at most.

Members of Connecticut No. 1 Chapter No. 6, National Camping
Travelers held a campout July 23-26, 2020 at Ross Hill
Campground in Lisbon, CT. There were (6) RVs of various styles
and Brother Dan Rzewuski and Lady Cindy in a large tent. (Tough
getting an Eagle Scout out of his tent!). The group consisted of 3
Rhode Island Masons and their ladies and 4 Connecticut Masons
and their ladies.

Red Cross of Constantine is a small group and when Covid-19
restrictions placed upon groups and events were relaxed
somewhat from the initial guidelines set by the Governor; the
Conclave was able to schedule a meeting for July 31 at the Shrine
Club while maintaining social distancing requirements, wearing of
masks when needed and other social distancing guidelines set by
the Governor.

N.C.T. Connecticut Campout
By: W∴Ray Geer, Past President N.C.T.

This event was one of the first in-person events or meeting that
most of the attendees had attended since the pandemic started
and it was especially rewarding to be able to socialize with the
Knight Companions present whom we hadn’t seen for some time
except in passing on the street or via “Zoom” meetings. That
evening after dinner a normal business meeting was held before
which the officers did the short-form installation ritual for the
degree of Red Cross of Constantine on 1 candidate. The meeting
and degree work went well.
When you don’t have something that has been a part of your
everyday lifestyle, in this case the camaraderie of your Masonic
brethren, you truly realize how much that fellowship affects your
very being.
This event was attended by 27 Knight Companions, of which 4
were from Massachusetts. In all it was an enjoyable night and I am
confident that everyone who attended felt the same.

Cooking breakfast for the group are M∴W∴George Greytak, PGM of
Connecticut, and Brother Robert Motekaitis our newest Master Mason.

The Leadership Rut
By: M∴W∴Charles Yohe, PGM - CT
In the rural area of Pennsylvania where I grew up there were
numerous unpaved roads in the 1950s. Toward spring time, when
the ground would begin to thaw and the rains would come, it was
not uncommon to see a sign posted to the effect that one should
“Pick Your Rut Carefully – You’ll Be In It For A While!” That same
warning is apropos to some of our Masonic lodges.
Lodges will hold their annual election of officers. If you belong to
one of the fortunate lodges that has an intact progressing line of
officers, congratulations! However, some of our lodges are not so
blessed and they will be turning to their Past Master ranks for
leadership. All lodges, but especially those with repeating leaders,
need to heed the warning, “Choose Your Leader Wisely – For He
Will Govern Your Lodge for the Next 12 Months!”

Patiently waiting for breakfast are Madilyn Morgan, PGM - OES, Brother Vinny
Kalinauska, Brother Mike Rzewuski and Lady Pauline, R∴W∴Dan Rzewuski
and Lady Cindy, and me on the camera! Sleeping in and missing breakfast
were Pat Kalinauskas, Sue Geer, and Brother Dennis Morgan.

Red Cross of Constantine
Plantations Conclave
By: Leon C. Knudsen, Intendant General
As has been the case for all the Masonic Lodges and associated
concordant bodies within the jurisdiction, Plantations Conclave
Red Cross of Constantine has been dealing with the effects of the

Rarely does a repeat Worshipful Master lead with the same zeal
and enthusiasm that he exerted in his first year in the position.
Sometimes, the repeating Master finds himself in a different
personal or vocational situation that curtails the time and effort that
he can devote to his lodge. Additionally, the idea that “I’ve done
this before, so I can just ‘wing it’ this time” has resulted in the
Master being less effective in the leadership role.
Regardless of the excuses that might be offered, lodge members
need to be aware and work to avoid the pitfalls of electing a repeat
Master whose heart and soul are not committed to doing the best
job possible. A lodge can usually recover from one year of poor
leadership, but two or more successive years of poor leadership
will likely result in the premature demise of your lodge. Look well
to the East!
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Robert J. Allen Medical Equipment
Distribution Center
One of our obligations as Masons is to help those in need, especially a fellow brother or his
family. The Medical Equipment Distribution Center does this in ways that are truly inspiring. In
this troubled economy, many are without proper medical insurance or insurance of any kind.
Because of sickness or unemployment, those in need of hospital beds, wheelchairs, walkers,
etc. would not be able to obtain these without the help of our services! Everyone we deal with
is most grateful for the services we offer, free of charge to Mason or non-Mason. We also accept
donations of all types of equipment, make pickups, and deliveries. We move a lot of equipment
but have one great shortage, YOU!

We are located at the second
entrance gate at the MasonicShrine Youth Park at
116 Long Avenue in the
Buttonwoods section of
Warwick.

For
more
information
contact Brother George
Donahue on the Medical
Equipment Center cell
phone at 401-451-0184.
You can also email us at
gergekat@cox.net.
It is
important that we know you
are coming so that we can
schedule
pickups,
deliveries,
and
maintenance
work
accordingly. Your help will
be greatly appreciated.

__________________________________________________________________

Rhode Island Freemason

Page 19

Overseas Lodge No. 40

Invites You to Attend
Our September 8, 2020
Monthly Communication

The Kilwinning Club of Boston will confer a
mock Master Mason degree, complete with
Scottish regalia, drums, and bagpipes. A
generous selection of single malt Scotch
whiskeys will be available during the collation to
whet your pallets as well as some excellent
cigars (for those who wish to further enhance
the experience).
Mark your calendars and spread the word.
You will not want to miss this!
Meal reservations can be emailed to:
overseaslodge@gmail.com

Become a Scottish Rite Mason in the Comfort of Your Home!
Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite Northern Jurisdiction extends a special invitation to all Masons who wish to become
Scottish Rite Masons to begin your journey by registering for online exemplifications of several degrees.

You can register at:
Valley of Providence Scottish Rite Cathedral
2115 Broad St, Cranston, RI
or Attend the Stated Meeting
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 at 6:30 PM
Upon registration you will receive a fact sheet and an invitational number to access the degree presentations.
The September 23 meeting evening will include dinner, meeting the Valley Officers,
and the presentation of various awards to our membership.
If you are interested in this special opportunity to become a Scottish Rite Mason give us a call at 401- 461-2480
to reserve your seat or stop by the office beforehand and sign up in person.
Online Degree Presentations will be held on these Saturdays:
October 3, October 24, and November 14, 2020
This is a special introductory offer to begin your Scottish Rite journey do not miss it!
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue
East Providence, RI 02914-4556
Telephone: 401-435-4650
Fax: 401-435-4423
Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org
rifreemason@rimasons.org
Web Site: www.rimasons.org
Grand Lodge Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM

Call of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
for the State of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations
Brethren:
The Semi-Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons for the
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, East Providence, Rhode
Island.

Saturday, November 21, 2020
For the election of officers and the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it. Grand Lodge will open promptly at
1:00 o’clock P.M. Masters and Wardens, or their proxies are required to attend in business suits and to wear their official jewels.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
MASONIC GRAND LODGE CHARITIES OF RHODE ISLAND, INC.
Saturday, November 21, 2020
During Grand Lodge Semi-Annual Meeting at approximately 2:00 o’clock PM in
Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, East Providence, Rhode Island
Annual Reports of the Chairman, Treasurer, and election of new members of the Board of Managers.
Attest:

Signed:

Ronald P. Reed

Gary S. Kaufman

Ronald P. Reed
Grand Secretary

Gary S. Kaufman
Grand Master

Masters and Wardens of Subordinate Lodges only are entitled to send proxies who must be members of the same Lodge.
CONSTITUTION, Article VII, SECTION 1.7.5: It is the duty of each Subordinate Lodge to be represented at Communications of the Grand
Lodge by its Master and the Wardens or by their proxies.
Printed proxy forms have been furnished to each lodge in the Jurisdiction, one of which will be filled in and signed by the officer who is
appointing the proxy (who must be a member of the same lodge and who shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges of his constituent,
except that of taking rank in the Grand Lodge.) The proxy form will also carry the seal of the lodge.

