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Grand Master’s Message
His second wife has always been there for him in his times of need,
so he asked would you accompany me to the afterlife? The second
wife then replied I’m sorry that I can’t help you out this time, but
what I can do is arrange your funeral and I will be there for your
funeral but cannot go with you.
A voice called out and said. I’ll leave with you and follow you
wherever you go even if it is to the afterlife the King looked up and
it was his first wife, but this was the wife that he took care of the
least. He felt embarrassed and said I’m sorry I should have taken
better care of you and given you more attention when I was alive.
The moral of this story is that WE ALL HAVE FOUR WIVES…
Our fourth wife is our body, we like to decorate it with nice jewelry
and nice clothing, but at the end it can’t follow us to the afterlife.

Brother Glenn S. Carlson
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Greetings Brethren,
I hope this message finds you all well. This is the first message of
the new quarterly format for the Rhode Island Freemason which
causes us to look further into the future of our Masonic events.
This also means that you will have to plan your events much earlier
if you expect to have them published in the Freemason. That being
said, I would like to list my upcoming visitations that are
unfortunately jam packed into the month of March. I hope that you
will be able to join Scott and me on our visitations in the final stretch
of our journey in the Grand East. The dates are; March 5 at St.
Paul’s Lodge No.14, March 18 at Rising Sun Lodge No. 30 and
March 20 for a special visitation to St. Johns Lodge No. 1
Providence. Unfortunately, my Mother Lodge visitation is April 19,
which is Good Friday. This may and hopefully will be rescheduled
to the following week. If this date is changed you will be notified.
Scott and I have enjoyed every single minute since my
appointment as District Deputy Grand Master nine short years ago.
I thank all of you for being there with us. I hope after my time is up
in May and when R∴W∴Poyton our Grand Master-Elect takes the
reigns of this great jurisdiction and his message replaces mine,
that I have a chance for one last message to all of you.
Instead of covering past events over these last two months, I would
like to share a story that I came across and shared with the
brethren at one of my visitations. It is a very old, inspiring short
story from the sacred land of Tibet. I don’t know who the author is,
but I do know that the message is pure and makes you rethink how
you live your life.
Once upon a time there was a king with four wives. One day the
king got very sick and was on his death bed.
He was afraid of being in the afterlife alone, so he asked his fourth
wife which he loved the most and bought her diamonds, gold, and
elegant clothing. He asked her would you die with me and go with
me to the afterlife? The fourth wife replied I’m sorry I can’t do that
and walked away.
He also loved his third wife, he was very proud of her and would
show her off to neighboring kingdoms, so he called on his third
wife and asked would you accompany me to the afterlife?
The third wife replied I love my life too much. I’m sorry I cannot go
with you and when you die, I’m going to remarry.

The Third wife represents our possessions, we spend so much
time trying to gather possessions, but in the end they cannot follow
us to the afterlife and it will all be divided up and given to other
people just like the third wife said she’s going to remarry.
The second wife is our friends and family. We trust them they’re
always there for us in times of need, but the farthest they can go
with us is to our funeral and send us off.
The first wife represents our soul, we usually neglect taking care
of our soul but that is the thing that will follow us to the afterlife.
Care for your body, keep it healthy. Enjoy your possessions and
the comfort they provide. Cherish your friends and family for the
love that they provide. But don’t forget to take care of your soul, be
sure to nourish it.
Take time to be alone. Take time to pray. Take time to meditate.
Because it is the source of all your life and your most faithful friend.
This is the basis for our life as Freemasons. We should be working
on the eternal and not the external. We should be searching for
the inner light which makes us who we are.
As Freemasons we should be that person that teaches and
practices caring, caring for each other as brothers, caring for the
less fortunate; lifting others up and not letting them down, without
judgement of social standing, religious beliefs or ethnic
background. As we learn through the lectures that we give and
(continued on page 9)
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Rhode Island Masonic Youth Foundation
Masonic Youth Center
By; Brother John Fitz-Simon
Have you ever heard of the RIMYF and the MYC and how it
can benefit you?
• If not, read on. If so, read on and learn what is in store
for the future
What is the RIMYF?
• A 501c3 non-profit corporation that oversees and
operates the Masonic Youth Center in Warwick, RI.
How can RIMYF benefit you?
• The Masonic Youth Center is a 64-acre private facility
jointly owned by Grand Lodge of Rhode Island and the RI
Shrine. As a dues paying member of a Masonic
organization, you can use the MYC facility for you and
your family free of charge
What does the MYC offer?
• An abundance of open space for picnics, corporate
parties, reunions and other large-scale events
• A 40ft by 80ft in ground pool with a 12ft by 12ft pool for
young children that is only 12 inches deep
• Softball fields, Horse shoe courts, Bocce courts,
Basketball court, Tennis court, beach volleyball courts, a
large playground and much more...
When is the MYC open?
• Beginning in May, the MYC is open on weekends. Once
school is out for the summer, 7 days a week, weather
permitting,
After
Labor
Day,
weekends
in
September. Park hours are 10:00 AM until dusk.
How do I gain entrance?
• Upon entering, you will be asked to show your current
Masonic affiliated dues card. This dues card is your pass
to enter the park.
Can my family enter the park if a dues card carrying member
is not present?
• Yes. Guest passes are available for immediate family
members. The Masonic member must show a current
dues card in order to obtain a guest pass. Passes for
widows of deceased Masons are also available.
Documentation can be obtained from Grand Lodge.
Is there a cost to enter or reserve a spot for a picnic?
• There is no charge to use the park and its
amenities. However, since the park operates strictly on
donations, any donations visitors make are greatly
appreciated and go directly towards the operation of the
park.
How do I reserve space for a party?
•
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Purchase a brick to be placed in the memorial
walk. The brick can pay tribute to a deceased
family member or can display a favorite saying.
Cost: $100.
Purchase a memorial park bench which will be
placed along the walk. An engraved plaque with
your choice of wording will be affixed to the
bench. Cost: $500

What to look for in 2019:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Horse shoe leagues
Bocce leagues
Frisbee golf
Kite nights
Food truck nights
Smoke offs (BBQ cooking contests)
Adult learn to swim classes
Outdoor movie nights
And more to come…

Facebook Page - Rhode Island Masonic Youth Foundation
As always, if you have an idea or suggestion, please share it with
us. The MYC staff is always looking for good ideas to bring
members to the park.


Oddfellowship is an Offspring of Freemasonry
It is not generally known that Oddfellowship is an offspring of
Freemasonry. In the later part of the eighteenth century, the exact date
of which we have no information at hand, there was a schism in a
Masonic Lodge in Manchester, England caused by a disagreement
among its members regarding dispensing of Masonic charity, it is
believed. The consequence was that a part of the membership of the
lodge withdrew and a new body was formed.
The body composed largely of workingmen of Manchester who desired
to make Masonry a beneficiary society. But true to their Masonic
obligations, they did not form an irregular lodge, but organized a new
society based upon the principal of present benefits to its members in
cases of sickness and death. At first, this body had no particular name.
It was an organization for mutual assistance in times of distress. They
called their bodies, unities instead of lodges, and they were known as
Manchester unities.
The members of the Masonic lodge would speak of them as those odd
fellows. The term was adopted, and the new organization became the
Manchester Unity Odd Fellows.
Afterwards unities were organized in London known as the Patriotic
Order of Odd Fellows, with the same ritual as that of the Manchester
unity.
The ritual of the unity in form and ceremony was entirely different from
that of Masonry, but in its language contained many Masonic
expressions. Their ritual was called a “charge” book, the word charge
being a Masonic term, and such expressions as “during a making,” is
essentially Masonic language, were used in this charge book. Otherwise
the Odd Fellows were conscientious in not infringing the ritual of
Freemasonry.

Visit www.rimyf.org and click on the “Request for Use”
tab. Then fill out the “Request for use” form and click
submit. You will then need to fill out the “Application for
use” and submit that. Once your reservations are
submitted, you will receive a confirmation. Please note
that there are some restrictions while on the
grounds. Please read all the guidelines carefully.

This organization spread throughout England and became a force in the
good work of benevolence.

The Stephen E. Carpenter Memorial
Steve was the long time President of RIMYF until his
passing. To honor him, a memorial walkway and sitting
circle were created in his honor. Masons can pay tribute
to a family member or members as part of the memorial.
Here’s how:

Odd Fellowship is a benevolent order. Freemasonry is a fraternity
teaching moral philosophy. Both are charitable institutions working hand
in hand to benefit the human race and the teaching of the sublime
doctrine of universal brotherhood.


In 1819 Thomas Wildey and his associates, all of whom were members
of the Manchester unity, established at Baltimore, MD the Independent
Order of the Odd Fellows, which has grown in the United States, to be
second only to Masonry the most important and useful society of our
country.

The Masonic Tribune
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St. Johns Lodge No. 1
Providence

Grand Master’s
Testimonial Dinner
In honor of …..

Brother Glenn S. Carlson
163 Grand Master
rd

Saturday, April 27, 2019
Valley Country Club
251 New London Ave. Warwick, RI

Cocktail Hour 5:00 PM – Dinner 6:00 PM

Cordially invites all brethren to attend
R∴W∴Robert Palazzo, DDGM
of the Metro District for his last visitation
to the Masonic Districts.

Wednesday
April 17, 2019

Scottish Rite Masonic Center
5:30 Lodge opens for business
6:00 PM Dinner
7:00 Lodge returns to work
7:15 Reception of the DDGM and his suite
7:45 Evening Program (Semi-Public)
Please join us for an exciting evening as we extend
R∴W∴Robert Palazzo a final send-off as he
officially leaves the districts and assumes the
office of Junior Grand Warden. Please attend and
show your support and thank you.

Evening Program:

Meal Choices

Shuttle Astronaut

Sausage Stuffed Chicken, Fish, or Vegetarian
$35.00 Per Person

Dr. Story Musgrave

Reservations must be made by April 1, 2019
Please contact:
R∴W∴Scott Alger 401-996-5303

Jointly hosted by:
Manchester Lodge No. 12 and St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence

“SPACE”
One of the most famous and most versatile NASA
astronauts. He is not only a medical doctor, but
also a chemist, mathematician, biophysicist,
physiologist and computer scientist. Selected in
1967, he took part in as many as six Space
Shuttle missions. The only astronaut to fly all five
space shuttles. Perhaps the most dramatic of
Story Musgrave’s space missions was the fifth, on
the Shuttle Endeavour. Musgrave commanded
the mission to repair the damaged Hubble Space
Telescope. During this 11-day mission, the
telescope was restored to full functionality. The
repairs required five spacewalks, three performed
by Dr. Musgrave himself.

____________________________________________________________________

The Forty-Seventh Proposition of Euclid
By: Brother John Michael Greer
(Part of an occasional series on the origins of Masonic traditions)

Every man who passes through the portals of a Masonic lodge to
become a brother of the Craft hears that the 47th proposition of
Euclid is one of the important symbols of Masonry. That
proposition is the one most people these days call the
Pythagorean Theorem, the rule that in every right triangle, the
square of the longest side is equal to the squares of the other two
sides. There are plenty of propositions in Euclid, and no doubt any
one of them could have been picked out of the Elements of
Geometry and turned into a Masonic symbol. For that matter, since
geometry as a lump is already part of our symbolism, why pick on
this one proposition? The reason is that it used to be one of the
basic tools of the operative craft back in the Middle Ages.
It’s easy to forget that designing and constructing a building of any
size in those days involved complexities that architects and
contractors today don’t have to deal with. Nowadays the architect
draws up blueprints, and then the builders follow those. In the
Middle Ages, though, blueprints didn’t exist yet – in fact, for many
centuries you couldn’t even get paper in Europe. People had to
make do with parchment, which is made from sheepskin and costs
too much to use for anything as temporary as building plans. That’s
why we have tracing boards in the Craft today.
In the old days the master mason in charge of a building project
would have a big wooden board on site and trace out designs on
it for the workmen to follow. That’s what a tracing board originally
was. The diagrams were drawn in three colors; chalk for white
lines, charcoal for black lines, and clay for red lines. Those
brothers who know their ritual will remember that these have been
given other meanings in our modern speculative Craft, but they
started out as drawing materials on medieval worksites.
It’s one thing to lay out a drawing on a wooden board, though, and
quite another to turn it into a ground plan on the building site.
Today’s contractors do that with surveying tools, but our operative
brethren in the Middle Ages didn’t have those. The efficient
surveying tools the Romans used in their day had been forgotten
during the barbarian invasions and working builders in medieval
England didn’t even know they had existed. Instead, they used
geometry.
We happen to know a lot about the geometry they used because
of a bit of luck back in the 1970s. A British real estate company
bought some property for a housing development at Norton Priory
in England, not far from Liverpool. English law requires you to have
an archeologist and see if there’s anything that needs digging up
before the bulldozers arrive. The archeologist found the ruins of a
twelfth century church, and the developers decided it would make
a great sales gimmick. They turned the site into a park in the
middle of the development, and all the sales literature talked about
the romantic medieval ruin. It was a big success for the
developers, but the archeologists also hit pay dirt; between the
ruins and old records they found in local archives and they were
able to figure out how the master mason who built the church laid
it out.
His name was Hugh de Cathewik, and in the spring of 1134, he
was hired by the monks of the Priory of St. Bertelin to build a stone
church. The contract still exists! He and his two deacons went to
work before dawn on the morning of the feast day of St. Bertelin
using two staffs and the light of the rising sun (as explained in the
previous installment of this series) to lay out an east-west line on
the ground where the church would be built. That line became the
inner edge of the north wall of the church. The next challenge was
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to get the south wall exactly parallel to it, and the walls and
divisions running across the nave at perfect right angles to it.
Brother Hugh did that with Pythagorean triangles.
The secret is that some Pythagorean
triangles have sides that work out to
whole number lengths, and all
Pythagorean triangles include one
perfect right angle. The simplest one
has a short base of 3, a long base of 4,
and a hypotenuse of 5. Set out a
triangle with these exact proportions –
whether the 3, 4, and 5 are inches,
yards, or miles and the angle between the 3 and the 4 will be a
perfect right angle. The ones Brother Hugh used had short bases
of 25 medieval English feet. One had a long base of 60 feet and
a hypotenuse of 65 feet, and the other one had a long base of 30
feet and a hypotenuse of 39 feet.
So Brother Hugh made the nave 25 feet wide, the western end of
the nave 60 feet long, and the eastern end 30 feet long. Make sure
all your lengths are correct and you’ve got perfect right angles, and
you can lay out the south wall to within a couple of inches even if
all you’ve got are ropes and wooden stakes. That’s all Hugh had
to work with, and he did in fact get it to within a couple of inches.

Once you’ve got the basic outlines using Pythagorean triangles,
the rest can be sketched in using ropes and stakes; you can do
the whole thing within a couple of hours, and get your workmen
started leveling the site and digging the foundation trenches the
same day.
Now of course the operative meaning of the 47th proposition of
Euclid is far from the only meaning it has; we are also taught to
use the old operative methods for “the more noble and glorious
purpose” of personal and moral improvement. One of the things
about Masonic symbolism that makes it so valuable is that none of
the symbols of the Craft just means one thing and one thing only,
so there’s always something more to learn. But if we follow our
symbols and traditions back to their origins, most of them relate in
one way or another to the operative methods of the builders who
built Freemasonry, and that’s a heritage worth remembering. 

(Next: The Square and Compasses.)
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Calling All Masonic Campers
We’re Heading to Gettysburg, PA

Kudos to Our Public Relations Team
By: M∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, PGM

By: W∴Ray Geer, President N.C.T.
As President of National Camping Travelers, it is my pleasure to
invite all Masonic Family Campers in Rhode Island to join NCT for
a Civil War experience campout in Gettysburg, PA June 6 -10 or
any portion thereof. Brother Bill Mellow from the Connecticut
Chapter of NCT has planned a wonderful historical gathering for
us and I am really looking forward to the trip. We will be camping
at the Gettysburg Campground (formerly Black Horse Tavern
Campground) and have 29 sites reserved, eight of which have
already been booked.
“Sounds like a very interesting event but I don’t own a camper.”
Not a problem, the campground rents cabins and cottages or you
can book hotel rooms then meet us at the campground and enjoy
our planned activities. When you call for reservations, let the
campground know that you are with the National Camping
Travelers group and the Wagon Master is Bill Mellow.
(www.gettysburgcampground.com) Telephone 888-879-2241.
We have arranged a group battlefield bus tour. If we can get 40
people to sign up, they will send the bus to the campground to pick
us up instead of us having to go to their site.
https://www.gettysburgbattlefieldtours.com/bus-tours/
Trolley
service is also available from a lot less than 2 miles from the
campground. Having been to Gettysburg many times, I can tell
you that parking can be an issue. Using the trolley will allow you to
travel all over the city, on and off access all day for about $3.00 a
day, and not have to worry about parking meters.
http://www.rabbittransit.org/Schedules/FreedomTransit.aspx
We will be having two different lectures about the Civil War. The
first by Brother Bill who has been the cook for Company F, 14th
Connecticut Volunteer Infantry for the past 11 years and wrote a
book on Civil War cooking. The second will be by Carolyn Ivanoff,
a career educator, currently assistant principal at Shelton High
School in Shelton, Connecticut. She has over 25 years of
experience in public schools, as an administrator, departmental
chair, teacher leader, adult education, workplace environments,
and software training for schools and industry.
I would encourage anyone interested in joining us to contact me
soon for additional information and a registration form.
www.NCTDistrictOnegmail.com Telephone 860-608-5265. 

In January, I had the opportunity, by invitation of our Sovereign
Grand Commander, Ill. David Glattly of Scottish Rite of the
Northern Jurisdiction, to discuss the results of the Scottish Rite
marketing campaign that we adopted in 2017. The campaign
centers around the “Not just a Man, a Mason” tag line. When I was
Grand Master, I was introduced to the videos and the campaign
that Scottish Rite developed after extensive marketing research
and dollars invested. Being incredibly impressed, I returned to our
jurisdiction and sat with the Public Relations Committee consisting
of; John Anderson, Ralph Boragine, Al Holstius, Dave LePage,
and Rick Lynch. Not having any idea what to do with this new
information, I left it in the hands of the committee. They developed
a marketing campaign including radio media, social media, open
house, etc. Not only did they take the information and run with it,
but they also tracked the results of their efforts. I am so happy
they did because that information was vital to my visit to Lexington,
the home of our Scottish Rite Northern Jurisdiction.
The meeting included M∴W∴Tom Pulkenkin, Past Grand Master
of Maine. The reason we were selected was simply our
jurisdictions were the first to adopt the campaign. This meeting
was a video-taped session to record and later use for future
production. M∴W∴Pulkenkin and I shared information from our
respective states. It was a lively and very direct conversation
concerning our opinions to date.
Brethren, I would be remiss if I did not inform you of the incredible
job our Public Relations Committee has done with the campaign
and how proud I was as I was able to expound on tangible results
of these primary marketing efforts. The implementation of their
collective creativity and professional knowledge far exceeded
expectations. Our entire jurisdiction should be proud of their work
as the committee is grateful for the support you all have given
them. With their professional and creative guidance and our
supportive efforts, the future will be successful on many levels.
Personally, my deepest heartfelt gratitude to the committee for
making this one great accomplishment started in my year as Grand
Master and continued for our current Grand Master, M∴W∴Glenn
S. Carlson and hopefully all his successors.


Moslem Grotto
By: Gerry Phaneuf, Prophet Monarch
Greetings brethren from Moslem Grotto,

A Word of Thanks……
By: W∴Keith Moan, CHIP Coordinator

I know it is only February, but expressing my gratitude and
appreciation is very important. This year CHIP has had a number
of events, and documented hundreds of children. One as late as
October. It was very cold!
We have delivered a very important service that we truly hope the
parents of the children we interviewed never need. As I have
stated on many occasions, this program could not function without
the volunteers. I could not accept and run these events without all
of you. From the bottom of my heart, thank you all.


I thank the brothers of Moslem Grotto for electing me to a second
term as Monarch. My reinstallation, as well as the installation of
all 2019 officers, was held on January 14 at La Foyer Restaurant
in Pawtucket. The meal was almost as good as the company. I
had the honor of presenting our Grand Master with his official
Moslem Grotto Grand Master’s Fez.
As March rolls in we are preparing for the National Grotto Day to
be held on March 23. There will be full form ceremonies throughout
the nation and hopefully we will be initiating many new members.
We will have our regular meetings at Lafayette Lodge in
Cumberland on March 11 and April 8. As always, I invite you to
come and visit us and see if Moslem Grotto is something you
would be interested in joining.


____________________________________________________________________
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2019 Rhode Island Masonic Scholarship
Sources and Information
There are many scholarships available to children and grandchildren of members of Masonic Lodges in Rhode Island. There are also
scholarships available to members of the Order of Rainbow for Girls and members of the Order of DeMolay. Some of the Lodges have their
own scholarship programs as do some Eastern Star Chapters and other Concordant Bodies. This list is our attempt to inform as many members
and their families about those scholarships that are available, their basic requirements, and contact persons.

Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
The Masonic Grand Lodge of Rhode Island administers numerous scholarship programs, including the Fletcher Fund’s Masonic Youth
Foundation program. Request forms and information from Masonic Grand Lodge Charities of RI, Inc., attention: Scholarship Committee, 222
Taunton Avenue, East Providence, RI 02914 or call the Grand Lodge office at 401-435-4650. Grand Lodge also has scholarships available
to non-Masonic applicants.
The forms must be 100% accurately filled out and be received in the Grand Lodge office no later than 4:00 PM on Monday, April 15, 2019.
There are no exceptions.

Scottish Rite Valley of Providence

Abbott Scholarship

Currently enrolled freshman, sophomore, junior or senior at an accredited college or university. A minimum grade point average of 2.75 on a
4.0 scale. Freshman scholarships will be distributed after an acceptable GPA is submitted, following the first semester.
A child of a Scottish Rite Mason in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.
A member of a youth organization sponsored by the Masonic fraternity in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.
A graduate of one of the 32 degree Masonic Learning Centers for Children in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.
Not available to entering freshmen.

Albert P. Ruérat Scholarship.

For active DeMolay boys only.

Call Maria at the Scottish Rite office, 401-461-2480 for scholarship forms. If she is not available, Tom Yeaw can help. The office is open
Monday – Thursday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. The forms must be submitted in duplicate and must be in the hands of Scottish Rite no later than
April 1, 2019. Scottish Rite 2115 Broad Street, Cranston, RI 02905.

Scholarships offered by Eastern Star and Rainbow
Grand Chapter of Rhode Island, O.E.S. & Eastern Star Foundation of RI Inc.
1. General Education Scholarships are available to those who have a State of Rhode Island Eastern Star or Masonic relationship
or to those who were or who are a member in good standing of Rainbow or DeMolay in the State of Rhode Island. Scholarships are
available for sophomore, junior, senior, and post-graduate years in college.
2. Estarl Scholarships are for those preparing for leadership roles in various fields of religious service including ministers, priests,
missionaries, church music directors, and church youth directors and counselors. The scholarship does not require a Masonic,
Eastern Star, Rainbow, or DeMolay relationship.
3. Eastern Star Foundation of Rhode Island Inc.
4. There is a Music Scholarship Fund which is not for college attendance. It offers scholarship assistance to anyone for organ
lessons, providing an applicant commits to play for her/his Chapter or Assembly.
Applications for the above three scholarships can be obtained from Mrs. Kathryn A. Newman, Grand Secretary, 65 Ethan Street, Warwick, RI
02888, 401-228-8499, knewman58@cox.net. They are also available on the Grand Chapter website at www.gcrioes.org. The deadline for
all completed scholarship applications is April 30.
Adah Chapter No. 15, Applications for the following scholarships may be obtained from Mrs. Frances M. Kane, 95 Farnum Road,
Warwick, RI 02888, 401-463-8367, frankane@cox.net. The deadline for all completed scholarship applications is April 30.
The Round Scholarship is for current members in good standing and those with a majority from a Rhode Island Rainbow Assembly,
preference given to members of East Greenwich Assembly No 4.
The Gardiner Scholarship is for members, children and grandchildren of Adah Chapter and the former Martha Chapter.
Nestell Chapter Scholarship is for those who have an Eastern Star relationship with members of the former Nestell Chapter. The
application can be obtained from Carol-Ann King 110 Biscuit City Rd. Charlestown, RI 02813.
Philia Chapter Scholarship is for a first-year college student who will graduate from Ponagansett High School. For more information
or for an application, please contact Mrs. Larry Thienel, 37 Davis Road, North Scituate, RI 02857, 401-474-2190,
Allison.Thienel@NEMoves.com.
East Greenwich Assembly No. Applicant must be an active member of East Greenwich Assembly No. 4 who has had 3 years
perfect attendance and has earned all merit bars and a Pot of Gold. Applications can be obtained from Mrs. Barbara Parisella,
Outside Trustee, 305 John Franklin Road, Hope, RI 02831, 401-487-4473, barbaralou79@gmail.com. The deadline for all
completed scholarship applications in June 15.
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Grand Assembly of Rhode Island/Rhode Island Rainbow Girls Foundation Inc.
Scholarships are available for Rainbow Girls who are members in good standing in a Rhode Island Rainbow Assembly. Applicants must first
apply during senior year in high school and may apply for four consecutive years. You must have a 2.0 grade point average and be a full-time
student with at least 12 credit hours per semester. Applications may be obtained from your Mother Advisor, the chairperson of the Scholarship
Committee, or downloaded from Rainbow website, www.rirainbowgirls.org.
Deadline for all completed scholarship applications is June 15.
If you do not complete the year for which the scholarship is granted, it is expected that the amount of the scholarship will be repaid to the
applicable grantor fund.

St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
The scholarship is for the sons, daughters, and grandchildren of living St. Johns lodge members plus one Rainbow Girl and one DeMolay
Boy. Minimum GPA for acceptance: 2.75 of a scale of 4.0. Mail or email a request for an application to: Secretary, Wyman P Hallstrom, Jr.,
secretary1prov@gmail.com. The completed form must be postmarked no later than April 30, 2019.

Harmony Lodge No. 9
The scholarship is available to sons and daughters of members of Harmony Lodge No. 9. Contact: Robert Kempf, Secretary at
bobkempf@hotmail.com

Hope Lodge No. 25
A scholarship is awarded annually to a student who is a member or a close relative to a member of Hope Lodge No. 25, A.F. & A.M. Wakefield,
RI on the basis of academic achievement and financial need. Student must attend URI and fill out the appropriate university and federal
financial aid forms to be considered for this award. The applications are administered by URI, not the Lodge. Income from endowment for a
scholarship awarded recipient is selected by URI Enrollment Services, not the lodge. http://web.uri.edu/catalog/files/scholarships-awards.pdf

Adelphoi Lodge No. 33
This scholarship is available to sons, daughters, grandchildren of members of Adelphoi Lodge No. 33 and members of RI Rainbow or RI
DeMolay. Applications are available through the secretary, Edward Kdonian at ekdonian@verizon.net

Redwood Lodge No. 35
The Redwood Scholarship is for children and grandchildren of a member of Redwood Lodge. An applicant can receive a scholarship once
and for the first year of college only. The due date for applications is June 3, 2019. Applications available from the secretary, Samuel Miller,
401-523-5720, smiller64@aol.com

Grand Commandery of York Rite Masons

Scholarships are for junior and senior college students only.

Request an application from; Robert C. Corr, Grand Recorder and Grand Secretary: yorkriteboston@gmail.com 617-426-1973. The
application must be received no later than April 30, 2019.

Providence Chapter of Royal Arch Masons
This scholarship is for the children and grandchildren of living or deceased members of the Providence Chapter only, plus Rainbow Girls and
DeMolay Boys. Send a request for a scholarship form to: Mazen Alsabe at malsabe@yahoo.com. An email request is preferred. The request
for an application must be submitted by the student (applicant) and be received no later than March 31.

Calvary Commandery No. 13 of York Rite Masons
For the family members and descendants of Calvary Commandery members only. Contact James Ogilvie at jogilthorp@yahoo.com or 401954-8334 for an application. Available only to sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Scholarships are awarded on a first come, first granted basis.
Applications may be submitted January 1 through July 31, 2019.

Steak Fry Fund Raiser
Above and Beyond the Call of Duty
Award Presentation
Friday May 3, 2019
Club Frontenac
1143 Main Street West Warwick, RI
6:00 PM Social Hour
Family and Friends Invited

7:00 PM Dinner
$27.00 per person

For Tickets Contact: Bradford L. Barco, P.G.M. 761 Nooseneck Hill Road West Greenwich, RI 02817
BLB1134@Yahoo.Com 401-397-3226 / 401-487-4336

____________________________________________________________________
(continued from Page 2, Grand Master’s Message)

listen to many times, striving to live a moral and ethical life and we
can only do that by working from within, by caring for our inner self,
our spiritual inner core; our soul.
The true path of a Freemason is searching and striving to be
transformed from that rough ashlar to that perfect ashlar. I have
always said “Freemasonry is a way of life.” Remember as we are
raised to that Celestial Lodge above, where we will stand alone
and hope to hear the Supreme Architect of the Universe cheerfully
express; “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things,
enter into the joy of the Master.” Strive to take care of your inner
light, live the life of a true Freemason. Try to remember to pay it
forward when you can. I am honored to be your brother and proud
and humbled to be your Grand Master! I look forward to meeting
and greeting you all on the level. Scott and I look forward to seeing
you in these next four months as we conclude our journey as
servants of this jurisdiction in the Grand East. Remember to travel
with Light!

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Glenn S. Carlson
Grand Master

Simon Bolivar:
The Latin American
Liberator and Freemasonry
By: W∴ Melvin E. Silverio, Master
Greetings from Club Masonico Libertad,
We continue our journey through Latin America identifying
Spanish speaking Freemasons, bringing light into their
contributions to the world and their impact throughout the
Caribbean, Central and South America. We bring your awareness
to one of the most highlighted Freemasons of his time, Simon
Bolivar (full name Simón José Antonio de la Santísima Trinidad
Bolívar Palacios Ponte y Blanco).
The enlightened ideology from
Francisco de Miranda from our
previous article, the Father and
Precursor of Freemasonry and
Independence in Latin America,
continued with non-other than his
student Simon Bolivar who in a twist of
events sent Miranda to prison for his
alleged treason. He was born in
Caracas, the capitol of Venezuela, on
July 24, 1783. Bolivar lost his parents
at a young age, his father at the age of
three and his mother at the age of nine.
Due to his family’s wealth in copper and other metals, sugar
plantations and family estates, he was taken care of by his family’s
slaves including Hipolita his nurse and several renowned
professors in Venezuela. One of these professors, who became
Bolivar’s father figure, was Don Simon Rodriguez. He taught him
not only about manhood, but also about subjects which would
inspire his future such as liberty, human rights, politics, history and
sociology.
After the sudden death of his wife from yellow fever and looking to
ease his mind, he traveled to Europe where he met once more with
his long-time professor Don Rodriguez. At the age of 20 he was
initiated to the degree of Entered Apprentice, in Cadiz, Spain 1803
The lodge had a direct connection with Francisco de Miranda and
in Lautaro Lodge also known as the Lodge of Rational Knights.
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his lodge, the Great American Reunion Lodge of London. This
lodge was the bonding ingredient of the Masonic enlightenment
and played a significant influence of independence in the minds of
prominent Latin American leaders in the early 1800s. The motto
for the Lautaro Lodge was Union, Strength and Virtue. In their
cause of Latin American independence, they pledged their
property and their lives. He passed to the degree of Fellow Craft
November 1805 and raised to the degree of Master Mason in May
1806 at Mother of St. Alexander of Scotland Lodge in Paris,
France. Bolivar is said to have received his Scottish Rite degrees
in Paris in 1807 and became a knight of the Knights Templar in
France in 1807. It is documented that in April 1824, Simón Bolívar
was given the 33rd degree, Honorary Inspector General. He
founded and served as Master of Protectora de las Vertudes
Lodge No. 1 in Venezuela and founded the Order and Liberty
Lodge No. 2 in Peru.
As you might recall from the previous article, around 1810-11 the
Supreme Junta of Caracas was in power in Venezuela. This was
the organization that governed Venezuela after the removal of the
Captain General Vicente Emparan in April of 1810. Francisco de
Miranda was received in his native land excitedly by the members
of the Supreme Junta of Caracas and their president, young Simon
Bolivar who had returned to his native land and now had Masonic
enlightenment just as Emparan. It was during his return to
Venezuela that he formed along with other like-minded men, what
came to be known as the Patriotic Society. This was founded on
the model of French Revolutionary clubs. The First Republic of
Venezuela and Congress was established on March 2, 1811.
Venezuela was the first colony of Spain to declare its official
independence, an event which took place July 5, 1811. However,
In the span of a year, Venezuela officially declared its
independence and became a republic. Venezuela held formal
elections for their Congress. Francisco de Miranda became the
First president of the First Republic of Venezuela and was one of
the founding fathers of Venezuela along with Simon Bolivar.
Unfortunately, the newly formed Republic of Venezuela would fall
back into disarray due to political and economic factors that
persisted throughout its first year as well as a devasting
earthquake that rattled the country figuratively and literally. On
July 25, 1812 Miranda signed an armistice with the Spanish
Royalist. This action was claimed treasonous by Bolivar and his
followers. Bolivar sentenced Miranda to life in prison for this
armistice. Bolivar would gain control again of the Republic of
Venezuela not only once, but twice, as he served as the President.
of The Second Republic of Venezuela dated August 1813-July
1814 and the Third Republic 1817-1819.
Simon Bolivar did not just stop in Venezuela, his journey continued
through Latin America. In 1830 he liberated and took territory away
from the Spanish Colonial Empire. The conglomeration of Latin
American countries included what is known today as the countries
of Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela, Panama and portions of Peru,
Guyana, and northwestern Brazil. The name of this united republic
was Gran Colombia. Bolivar was its First President 1819-1830 and
the new republic expanded from 1819-1831. It was recognized by
Austria, France, and Russia. Further-more it met with disapproval
from other European powers. During his time as the President of
the Gran Colombia, Bolivar also served as president to Bolivia
1825 when they achieved their independence and consequently
named the country after him. He was also the 6th President of Peru
in 1824-27. Bolivar led a final campaign to officially declare
independence against Spain and the Royalist which continued
resistance throughout South America.
(continued on page 17)
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Interesting Historical Facts of Freemasonry
In Rhode Island
Selected from a review of the
Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge
4th Installment

Grand Lodge Circulating Library
In January we began a circulating collection of Masonic books
composed of some of the most popular titles in print today. Included
will be Masonic fiction by such authors as Dan Brown, David Brody,
Scott Wolter, Brad Meltzer, etc.
The books are located in the Grand Lodge office lobby and can be
borrowed Monday-Friday from 8:30AM to 4:00PM.
The following is the requirements for borrowing:
➢

Current lodge dues card must be presented.

➢

30-day time period.

➢

1 book title at a time.

➢

Books must be checked out and returned with the office
staff or library staff.
Email address for borrower must be on file.

➢

Please also consider writing a book review on any title that is
borrowed for submission to the RI Freemason.

---- Attention all RI Masonic Lodges --Does your lodge need a replacement organ? The Grand Lodge
has three organs available free of charge; a large CONN organ
with large separate speaker, a LOWRY Mardi-Gras model, and a
HAMMOND organ with animation by Leslie. If interested, please
send email to rifreemason@rimasons.org. Only requirement is
lodge is responsible for transportation.

RI Freemason
Deadlines
New Publishing Schedule
to begin in 2019
The Rhode Island Freemason is
published four times based on a Masonic
calendar year. Deadlines for submissions
are listed below each issue.
The issues will be published as follows:

MARCH/APRIL/MAY
Deadline: February 1st
JUNE/JULY/AUGUST
Deadline: May 1st
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Deadline: August 1st

5-27-1861 Grand Lodge petitioned the General Assembly of the
State for the restoration of the original Charter of Incorporation,
which was granted and cannot be repealed without consent of
Grand Lodge.
11/25/1861 Corporate name of the Grand Lodge adopted: The
Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of
Free and Accepted Masons for the State of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations.
The Grand Lodge of Instruction was established. Adopted
Ritual of Degrees as presented in the Webb Monitor.
5-20-1863 143 members of Rhode Island lodges have entered
the Armed Services of the USA.
10-6-1869 State was divided into four Masonic districts, each
under charge of a Grand Lodge officer. First District Grand
Master and Special Deputy. Second District Deputy Grand
Master. Third District, Senior Grand Warden. Fourth District,
Junior Grand Warden.
5-15-1870 Grand Lodge of Instruction abolished. Two
Custodians of the Work appointed.
To be continued.

From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue. Unfortunately, we did not
have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate, I have saved the material for
our next issue. As a reminder please submit your material for future issues before the
deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis. As the deadline approaches, there
is less and less space available and your material may not be published if received on or after
the deadline date.
A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions;
•
•
•
•
•

DECEMBER/JANUARY/FEBRUARY
Deadline: November 1st

11-26-1849 Resolved that Grand Lodge establish a library of
Masonic books. Donations for this project were solicited from
all lodges. Many contributed money and books of interest and
value.

Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files
Please no PDF files, they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first serve
basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

Fraternally,
Brother, Richard Lynch

Editor:

R∴W∴Richard F. Lynch

Associate Editors:

M∴W∴Leon C. Knudsen, PGM
R∴W∴Jack Anderson
Millie T. Hallstrom

Editorial Advisior:

M∴W∴Carl B. Willi, PGM
R∴W∴Grand Secretary

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Report from the Masonic Districts
METRO DISTRICT

RW Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM
A Journey’s End
“The only impossible journey, is the one you never begin”
(Tony Robbins)

Greetings Brethren,
By the time this edition reaches you, I will be heading to the
conclusion of one journey and at the genesis of another. The
journey I speak of is the one that started in the Southern District,
and concluded in the Metro District, of our Grand Jurisdiction.
Since my early days in Freemasonry, we were taught that we have
brothers in every corner of the world but more especially within our
own state. The concept of having someone to reach out to in every
part of our state piqued my curiosity. The desire to meet my
brothers and create that fraternal bond that many spoke of was a
fascinating prospect.
Being installed an officer in my lodge shortly after signing the bylaws, I began to travel with the senior members of my lodge. I can
safely say that prior to becoming a Mason I had never experienced
something quite like this in such a setting.
As the years past I had traveled often within our district and met
several men who to this day I still have a close friendship with. As
we all know, from time to time brothers would visit the lodge from
other parts of the state and oddly enough other countries. I had to
be a part of that. I wanted to visit anywhere and everywhere our
brothers lived and I couldn’t believe the vastness of our fraternity.
Through it all I never gave up on the idea to meet brothers within
our state.
In 2014, my opportunity came and my journey to travel not only on
my own but serving our Grand Jurisdiction as a District Deputy
Grand Master was something beyond expectation. I couldn’t
believe my desire to meet our brothers was about to materialize
and in a way that was totally unexpected! Though my journey
through the districts are officially coming to an end my travels will
not.
Please accept this heartfelt thanks to all of you whose path I have
had the pleasure to cross, it has been an honor to meet you and I
will certainly never forget. To Most Worshipful Past Grand Master,
Chip Hallstrom, words can’t express the gratitude I have for you
for having the confidence in me to represent this Grand jurisdiction
and follow in the footsteps of many that have come before me. I
hope I have honored you in this part of my journey.
As the next phase begins, I hope to continue to represent all of you
to the best of my ability and provide the leadership this Fraternity
and our jurisdiction deserves.


EAST BAY DISTRICT
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I recently saw a presentation that was given by a brother from
Redwood Lodge about Freemasonry in Russia. This presentation
had a lot of great information about the history of Russia, its past
leaders, and how Masonry may have played a key role in the
development of the country. It also demonstrated how Masonry
was feared by several of their past leaders and as such, many
restrictions were put on our foreign brothers to prevent them from
gathering. As recently as the 20th Century, Masonry was banned
for over 75 years. Just imagine for a moment if that were the
situation in the United States. It is difficult to picture our great
country and particularly our jurisdiction without Masonry. Our great
country was founded on the principals of Freemasonry. As you
know, many of our founding fathers were Freemasons and it was
during the 20th Century that Masonry in the United States
flourished and membership in our particular jurisdiction reached its
peak. Many friendships were born from our fraternity and those
friendships developed into new friendships through our many
families.
Some of you I’m sure remember the many Masonic parties and
gatherings of families to celebrate successful Masonic years or the
raising of new Master Masons or the installation of new officers in
a lodge. To this day, we still gather to celebrate these events. We
still gather to recognize and offer help to the widows of Masons,
and we still gather today just to share time and experiences with
each other. We talk about those things that Masons share in
common with one another. Just imagine if this were not possible
because the leaders of our country decided to ban our Craft and
the gathering of brothers in Masonry. To me it is unimaginable!
However, this is the situation that our brothers face in some
countries around the world. In the recent past, it was Russia. They
not only miss out on the finer points of ritual, but they also miss out
on the shared enjoyment of each other’s company. It is the
fellowship of our great Craft that is truly missed by all.
The fellowship that we enjoy in our craft in this country and
jurisdiction is not restricted by anything other than our lack of
planning for it. Some lodges miss out on opportunities to plan for
a gathering of Masons, families, and friends only because they
don’t place a high value on it. I would challenge these lodges to
look back 60, 70, or 80 years ago and see what these types of
gatherings did for their lodges back then. Sure, times have
changed, but the need for gathering as a society has not. We are
a society of friends and brothers and the value that comes from us
gathering, is priceless. Put a modern-day flare on a gathering of
Freemasons and their families and you will have the same result
that happened ‘back in the day’.
Our guiding principles of friendship, morality, brotherly love, relief,
and truth set us apart from most everyone else. Let the ritual work
that we do in lodge and the fellowship events that we have both in
and out of the lodge be the catalyst that propels our Craft forward.
We have these freedoms in this country. Take advantage of this
and realize that it is not this way in other places. May the blessings
of heaven rest upon us and all regular Masons.


NORTHERN DISTRICT

RW Douglas J. Grant, DDGM

R∴W∴André H. Faria, Jr., DDGM

The installation of the officers of the East Bay lodges is now
complete. I now have the time to travel to the different lodges and
enjoy the fellowship that represents a large part of what we do as
Masons. In the past, I have written about the importance of the
ritual work that we do and how it can have an everlasting effect on
our candidates and newly raised brothers. I would like to share
some thoughts on the equal importance of fellowship and the
freedom that we have here in the United States to have our
meetings and Masonic gatherings without the restrictions that
other Masons have in some other countries.

In what probably is one of his greatest novels, “Great
Expectations”, Charles Dickens describes the coming month aptly,
“March when the sun shines hot and the wind blows cold, when it
is summer in the light and winter in the shade.” I guess in some
sense it is a matter of perspective for each one of us.
Nevertheless, here we are at the final leg of our Masonic Year in
the North. With only three short months left until our Grand Lodge
Annual Communication, so much is happening in the Northern
District and we are privileged to be a part of it.
(continued on page 12)
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(continued from Page 11, Northern District)

2019 began with Morning Star Lodge’s Annual Communication.
Brandt and I were privileged to be present as Brother John
Schierenbeck was installed as the new Worshipful Master of the
lodge. We wish Worshipful John and his line of officers, success
as they embark upon a new Masonic Year. We also had the
opportunity to present the most immediate past Master, W∴Dave
Malone with his Past Master’s certificate and congratulated him on
a very successful year at the helm of the lodge. Since the annual
communication was a semi-public event, Brandt and I were also
fortunate to have Beth and Mary accompany us as well as Grand
Master of Ceremonies in training, Otto Evans, Brandt’s young son.
A sense of family and camaraderie pervaded the celebration, and
after all isn’t this what our fraternity is all about?
W∴Leo Kennedy, Master of Lafayette Lodge No. 47 is keeping his
officers and brothers as well as the District Deputy well informed
with his weekly email messages. We were delighted to have been
present at the lodge’s February meeting when a presentation on
Scouting took place. The officers of Lafayette are always very
hospitable, and we look forward to being with them in April for our
official visitation to Lafayette Lodge.
We were also delighted with our visitation to Mt. Moriah Lodge
No. 8. The officers of this lodge are so welcoming, and we
thoroughly enjoyed the program for the evening. A special word
of thanks is owed to Worshipful Master Tony Rodrigues and his
officers for all the attention and hospitality which was extended to
us during our visit.
As the spring continues, we look forward to our visitation to
Friendship Lodge No. 7. Worshipful John Barnes has a great
program planned and we look forward to handing out a 50-Year
Service Medal to one of their distinguished brothers. Rumor has it
that a very special Grand Lodge Officer will also be present to
assist us in that regard. In fact, we look forward to handing out
several more medals throughout the district in the weeks to come.
The Junior Wardens of the district are also busy planning the
Northern District Charity Event. We look forward to being at the
Village Haven in Forestdale on April 6 for what is sure to be a wellattended event. If you are interested in attending, please contact
any member of any of the Northern District lodges. The program
includes a great dinner plus entertainment from a well-known
mentalist. It will be a great time for a great cause, The Pink
Firemen, who support funding for finding a cure for breast cancer.
As a cancer survivor myself, I wholeheartedly look forward to
joining my brothers and their families for such a noble cause.
Our time in the district will officially be almost complete after Roger
Williams Lodge’s Annual Communication which will take place on
the last weekend of our Grand Lodge Masonic year. It will be an
opportunity to offer our congratulations to Worshipful Melvin
Silverio on a very successful year occupying the oriental chair, as
well as congratulating his successor and offering him and his
elected and appointed officers our support. As I have said at their
lodge on more than one occasion, more than a handful of brothers
have had their lives changed after sitting in the Master’s chair at
Roger Williams Lodge!
Serving as DDGM of the Northern District has been a great honor.
These lodges exemplify what it means to be a brother and Mason.
They are there for each other. But they are also not exclusive.
These brothers actively respond to those who are interested in
becoming a Freemason and make a tremendous effort to support
them to discern their calling to join the fraternity. Finally, their
ongoing support of family, friends and their distinct presence in
their local communities, makes me proud to be associated with
them. I only hope that I can live up to the example they provide as

a role model for all of us and what it means to be a true member
of our ancient and honorable fraternity. Thank you, my light-filled
brothers of the north. Ad multos annos!


CENTRAL DISTRICT

RWRick Baccus, DDGM
#110 “Labor to keep alive in your breast that little spark of celestial
fire called conscience.” -- George Washington’s Rules of Civility,
published by the George Washington Masonic Memorial
Association.
As we approach the end of our Grand Lodge fraternal year and the
beginning of a new, I always like to remind myself of the
tremendous honor it is to be a District Deputy Grand Master and
to represent our Grand Master in the Central District this year. The
brethren of the district have made Brother Rick Lynch and I, along
with Patti and Kay, extremely welcome among you.
I like to use George Washington as my example of what we call a
servant leader. When offered the opportunity to be elected
‘President for Life’ following his second term in 1797, he declined
the nomination. When he was offered to serve as Grand Master of
the Grand Lodge of the United States, he declined, citing the
supremacy of the Grand Lodges of the individual states, and
finally, only after he died in 1799, was the honor of “General of the
Armies of the United States” bestowed upon him. Clearly, he
demonstrated the humility of leadership.
Yet Brother Rick and my work in our district have yet to be
completed. We are looking forward to awarding 10 50-Year
Veteran’s Medals to the deserving brothers in our District. We have
several visitations to our Central District lodges yet to complete.
The recent visit to Manchester Lodge on January 18, 2019 was a
warm reception with 15 brothers on the suite. W∴Gary Paul
arranged for a great presentation by W∴Tom Clune Past Master of
Hope Lodge, on the fine art of cigars made in Nicaragua. We look
forward to visiting Daylight Lodge on April 8 and Harmony Lodge
on May 7.
I hope all the brethren will support the Central District Charity
Event on March 23 at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center. It will be
a comedy night presented by “Funny4Fund$.” This is a great
chance for fellowship and enjoyment among the brothers and their
ladies. The proceeds will benefit the Knights Templar Eye
Foundation.
As always, please feel free to contact me at rickbaccus@cox.net
or at 401-413-6281 to let us know of any lodge events you would
like to have Rick and I attend.
#44 “When a man does all he can, though it succeeds not well,
blame not him that did it.” - George Washington’s Rules of Civility

SOUTHERN DISTRICT
R∴W∴Gilbert J. Fontes, Jr.
Greetings from the South,
It is such an honor to serve as DDGM in the Southern District. I
would again like to thank Grand Master M∴W∴Glenn Carlson for
the appointment.
All lodges in the district have been installed with their new officer
lines for the ensuing year. The lodges have some very ambitious
plans. Be on the look-out for some great things coming from the
South.
A newly raised Master Mason asked; “What is the correct way to
wear my Masonic ring?” I didn’t have an immediate answer but
casually said many Past Masters wear their rings with the
compasses pointing out, while new Master Masons wear theirs
with the compasses pointing in.
(continued on page 13)
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I was referring to being the light, versus receiving the light. Later
that weekend I did some thinking and while studying the
installation ritual a thought came to me. The thought was triggered
by a specific line in the ritual that states, “some of necessity must
rule and teach, so others must of course learn to submit and obey.”
There are times in our Masonic lives when we are learning and
times when we are teaching.
This line stuck with me not for the exact content but thinking there
are many times in our daily lives we are ruling and teaching, we
are the light to someone. Being the light comes in many forms,
perhaps helping a co-worker solve a problem or advising a family
member the best way to deal with life’s bumps or helping a brother
with ritual work or floor work. In these moments we are the light.
But what about those times when we need light? There are many
times when we are seeking light. We need something and seeking
this light can also come in many forms. It could be as simple as
asking a store clerk for help finding an item in a store or it could be
a little deeper, like attaining another degree in Freemasonry or it
could be more complexed like finding a job or dealing with an
illness, or tragedy.
Freemasonry doesn’t guarantee any particular out-come but it
does offer the opportunity to share experiences with trusting
brothers. Every experience is new and enlightening until we go
through it. It is only through light than we gain understanding of our
own experiences. Given the situations life presents to you, how
would you wear you ring?
The beauty of Freemasonry is we all meet on the level. Our charge
to “practice out of the lodge those duties we are taught in it”, is a
very powerful charge. There are times in life when you need to be
the light. In this case wear your ring with the compasses pointing
out and when you feel you need some light wear your ring with the
compasses pointing in. Just a thought…
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On December 22 we hosted the annual food basket program for
distressed families in our communities. Six different lodges, family
members, Rainbow Girls, DeMolay Boys and friends joined to help
assemble the baskets. The workforce of over 100 were able to
provide for over 75 families this year. Thank you to all who
participated. Special thanks go to Daylight Lodge for preparing a
great breakfast for everyone to enjoy.
Our regular communication on January 16 was well attended by
over 50 members and guests. Junior Warden, Scott Miller was
recognized for his exemplary actions in helping make the District
Charity Event, the Polar Plunge for Special Olympics a success.
Through Brother Miller’s efforts, the contribution amount was
doubled. We conferred the Fellow Craft Degree on our five
candidates. They received an excellent degree highlighted by a
captivating and memorable presentation of the Middle Chamber
by Senior Deacon, Joshua Irizarry. Congratulations were extended
to W∴Richard Gonzalez and the officers of St. Johns for a fine
conferral of the degree.
There is quite a bit happening at St. Johns as spring arrives. Our
March regular communication will be held on March 20 which will
be a special visitation of our Grand Master M∴W∴Glenn S.Carlson.
On that evening St. Johns will be conferring the Master Mason
Degree on all available candidates. Please consult the
Trestleboard or contact the lodge for opening time and further
details.
In April, St. Johns will host our DDGM R∴W∴Robert A. Palazzo for
his last official visitation to the districts. The program for the
evening will be a talk by retired astronaut, Dr. Story Musgrave. Dr.
Musgrave was instrumental and active for the Skylab missions and
the only astronaut to have flown on all five space shuttles. We
hope you can attend this once in a lifetime event. Again, please
consult the Trestleboard or contact the lodge for opening time and
further details.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES

We have scheduled our biennial visit to Euclid Lodge No. 136 in
Hasbrouck Heights, NJ. The event is to take place on Saturday,
May 4. Details are still being worked out at the time of this writing
but stay tuned as they will be forthcoming. One thing for certain is
that it will be an early morning for those who wish to travel to NJ.

St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence

St. Johns May communication will be held on May 15. It will be a
step-up night and the program is to be determined.

On the behalf of Jay, our ladies, and myself, thank you for all your
warm hospitality and affection. We truly love this fraternity.


By: W∴Timothy L. Culhane, P.M.
The Master, Wardens and brethren of St. Johns have been busy
in the quarries of Masonry during the winter, and there will be much
happening during the spring as well.
December was a busy month. On December 8 the lodge enjoyed
its annual Holiday Party held at the Shrine Imperial Room. It was
well attended, and many brothers commented that this may have
been the best holiday party ever. Celebrating the holidays with a
Latin American holiday theme, the brothers enjoyed food, games,
music, and dancing. Many thanks go out to Lady Anne Morhmann
for her efforts in making the holiday party a success.
On December 19 we held our regular communication. This year
the lodge hosted Ezekiel Bates Lodge from Attleboro,
Massachusetts for a night of ritual and brotherhood with over 75
brothers in attendance. It was enlightening to watch Ezekiel Bates
open and close and to see the differences between our respective
rituals. That evening we were honored to be joined by M∴W∴Glenn
Carlson, Grand Master and by R∴W∴Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM
who presented W∴Clark Cate with his 50-Year service medal.
Congratulations Brother Cate!

Worshipful Master, Richard Gonzalez, and the Wardens and
brethren of St. Johns Lodge wish you a happy and warm spring.
Please consult the Trestleboard, contact our secretary, or ask a
brother if you need updated or further information about our
happenings. You can also check our website at
www.stjohns1p.com. We hope you can join us this spring.


Washington Lodge No. 3
By: W∴Thomas Neyhart, P.M.
It was quite an enjoyable night of fun and festivities for all at our
table lodge held on Saturday, February 23. The Guatemalan and
Peruvian cuisine was delicious. It is anticipated that we will be
having another next year.
The delectable culinary cuisine prepared by our Executive Chef
J. Cox will be presented at our Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner,
Saturday, March 9, 4:00-7:00 PM. The price is $15 and $6 for
children. For reservations or information contact W∴Christian
Lopez at 401-714-2622 or by email: clopez469@g.rwu.edu.
(continued on page 14)

Page 14

March/April/May 2019

_______________________________________________________________________

(continued from Page 13, Washington Lodge)

3, we

On Sunday, June
will be holding our annual Public Clambake
with Bake Master Spencer Hackley at the Peter Sepe (Warren)
Pavilion. This will benefit restoration and repairs of our Masonic
Temple. Currently, restoration work is being done on the exterior
of our 220-year-old Federal-style building and our Egyptian
murals. In addition to the main bake there will be clam chowder,
hamburgers, and beer and wine will be served. As part of the bake
we will be raffling off many prizes. Set the date aside. We hope to
see you there for this fun filled family day! You can purchase
tickets from any officer or call me at 508-888-6110.


Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
By: W∴ Roger Lepire, P.M.
Once again, we have a leadership change in the East at Mt. Moriah
Lodge. As W∴Mike Picard finished his second term as Master,
W∴Tony Rodrigues inherited Mike’s top hat. Mike will not be
assuming the Marshal’s chair because he has been elected as our
new Secretary.
W∴Mike had a very good year once again. He and his officers have
been at all stated visitations this year. They also made many
unscheduled ones. Add to that, the fact that all events held were
well attended and very successful. Congratulations from all our
members. Now we’ve had two terms to learn about Mike. But what
do we know about W∴Tony Rodrigues?
W∴Tony came to the United States from Portugal at nine years
old. He came from a family of seven children. His parents were mill
workers in New Bedford as many immigrant families were at the
time. At 28 years old Tony got married and moved to Rhode Island
in 1984. Tony has two sons named Nicholas and Kyle. He also has
a grandson named Lucas James that is the love of his life.
W∴Tony graduated from New Bedford High School in 1975 and
went on to New England School of Photography and completed
his training in photography. He held positions in several
photofinishing labs starting in 1978. He became a production
manager in a large lab until 1990. At that time, he opened his
current company “Printmakers.” Tony has employed as many as
25 people at one time. His ability to adapt has allowed his company
to expand.
W∴Tony became a Mason in 2013. Although he had family
members who were Masons, the people responsible for him
becoming a member of the Craft were M∴W∴Doug Connell, PGM
and R∴W∴Rick Lynch.
Our Master tells me that becoming a Mason was one of the best
decisions he ever made. He said it made him a better man, father,
and grandfather. He also said he is very humbled at being elected
Master of Mt. Moriah and promises to do his best to live up to the
trust that we have shown in him.
This has been a little long winded, but I want to add that W∴Tony
Rodrigues has spent the last year preparing for his term as Master.
He is a quiet but very capable man that we all respect. I doubt not
that Tony will live up to our expectations, and then some. The
Good Lord Willing.


Harmony Lodge No. 9
By: W∴ Michael A. Cunningham, P.M.
Harmony Lodge has been busy over the winter months and is well
into the swing of a new Masonic year. All the activity has almost
allowed us to forget the realities of our long New England winters!
Shortly before Christmas, Harmony held its annual banquet and
Special Ladies luncheon. This year, both events were held
together at Valley Country Club in Warwick, and a festive holiday

lunch was enjoyed by almost 80 participants. Also, in December,
the lodge held its annual Christmas party and entertained almost
50 attendees, that included Santa and Mrs. Claus. Lunch was
provided to those in attendance and gifts were given (by Santa
himself, no less!) to all the children who were present. Harmony
was again happy to welcome our extended Masonic family from
Manchester Lodge who participated in the festivities as well.
In February we conferred the Entered Apprentice degree on nine
candidates over two meetings. It is anticipated that multiple
candidate degrees will be offered during this Masonic year and it
is hoped that sideline members will actively participate in degree
work. Please plan to participate and indicate your interest to any
of your officers.
The Harmony Masonic Angel Fund (MAF) is happy to report that
in addition to having finalized the logistics of putting the charitable
program in place, it received and fulfilled its first two benevolence
requests. Two requests were received from a high school in
Cranston, where two students had been identified as needing
winter clothing. The Harmony MAF anonymously provided funds
within 48 hours to support these requests. The school was very
appreciative of the support and looks forward to continuing to work
together with the Harmony MAF.
Looking forward, Harmony Lodge has several activities planned
over the next few months. The lodge is partnering with the Central
Masonic District to organize a “Funny 4 Fund$’ charity event on
March 23 at 7:00 PM at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center. Please
refer to the lodge website and/or the March trestleboard for
additional details. In addition, Harmony is looking forward to
presenting 25 and 50-year service medals to our deserving
recipients at the May meeting, Tuesday May 7 (which will also
coincide with the annual DDGM visitation to the lodge, this year by
R∴W∴Rick Baccus.) Please mark your calendars and plan to
attend this special evening. Please note that these presentations
were moved from the originally planned March meeting due to a
scheduling conflict.
Finally, Harmony’s annual golf tournament will be held at Crystal
Lake Golf Club on Saturday July 20. More information will be
forthcoming as it becomes available. There is ample time to work
on perfecting that swing (or alternatively, assembling a team of
ringers) to improve the odds of winning top prize!
As always, please refer to www.harmony9.org and your monthly
trestleboard for specific event details, including instructions for
placing reservations. Please continue to support your lodge and
participate as you are able.


Morning Star Lodge No. 13
By: W∴ John Schierenbeck, Master
Greetings brethren!
I would like to begin by thanking W∴Malone for his hard work and
dedication this past year, and to all of you for your confidence in
electing me Master for the year 2019.
I am looking forward to an exciting year at Morning Star. We have
several great programs lined up to start the year. In March, Brother
Michael Greco, will be speaking on "the Meaning of Freemasonry"
and in April, esteemed author, David Brody will be joining us for a
presentation on his new book in the Templars in America series.
Two things that I would like to see this year are more brotherhood
and more traveling. To that end, I will be planning events, such as
a trip to Fort Adams and the Newport Tower, a PawSox
or Providence Bruins game, possibly a movie/game night at the
lodge. I'm also interested in any ideas you may have as well.
(continued on page 15)
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These events will be family outings, to promote both fellowship and
a spirit of family in Morning Star. I'm also planning a group
visitation to another lodge once a month...due notice will be given.
To those who haven't been around in a while, please come back
we miss you! I look forward to seeing everyone in March. The
doors of Morning Star Lodge are always open to anyone who
wishes to visit, and we would love to have you join us.
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compass wax seal. Well, the idea worked. Over the last six years
our biggest attendance was 65 people. This year we saw almost
100 guests and know of about 15 that had to cancel due to weather
concerns. We also plan on sending out formal invitations, along
with offering a nice meal, the next time we raise brethren to the
degree of Master Mason. We challenge all lodges. Let’s become
not just “Better Men” but better “Gentlemen.”

St. Paul’s Lodge No. 14
By: W∴Joshua Manfredo
Another Masonic year has started at St. Paul’s Lodge. We are
pleased to introduce our newest Master, R∴W∴David C. Lavery
who was duly elected and installed at the Annual Communication
of the lodge on January 25. In case that name sounds familiar, he
is a Past Master of St. John’s Lodge No. 1 and current Grand
Historian. Already, he has hit the ground running and the lodge
looks forward to working with him. The plans for this year entail
continued outreach to our brethren, especially those who are
advancing in age. We were hard pressed during the gas line
issues in Newport and tried to reach out to our brothers who lived
in that area. Unfortunately, we quickly realized we had a lot of
outdated information. Luckily all of them seemed to fair pretty well.
This was a great reminder to all about the benefit of logging into
the Grand View portal to review information and update personal
records, just in case. Additionally, the new Master plans to bring in
2-3 big presentations to spread light and if you want to be kept in
the loop be sure to visit our website at www.stpauls14.org or join
our Facebook page.
The next few months will be very busy for the lodge. We will be
hosting our Grand Master, M∴W∴Glenn S. Carlson, for his
visitation to the East Bay District in March and then we will wrap
up in May with the District Deputy Grand Master’s visitation.
St. Paul’s would like to thank Brother Steve Jennings (Treasurer)
and W∴Michael Northup (Secretary) for their service over the past
years. Both stepped aside after their terms of office this year and
we wish them the best!
All in all, things are progressing nicely for St. Paul’s Lodge and we
hope to see you visit often.


Franklin Lodge No. 20
By: W∴Brett Marggraff, Master
The last couple months have been busy for the brethren in
Westerly. In December we raised Brother Patrick Ian Riley
Mahoney Balestrucci to the sublime degree of Master Mason. It
was a good degree even though we had many fill-in officers due
to personal matters with a few brethren. Our Junior Deacon, Bob
Caron put on a tasty meal before we started degree work. After the
degree work the brethren had some time to relax during collation.
December also included Franklin’s Annual Holiday Party that
included all lodge family members. A fun filled day was had by all
and food was set up as “Pot Luck” so a good variety of culinary
fare was enjoyed, along with some flavorful wine and beer.
January 19 was Franklin’s Annual Communication, it being the
closest Saturday to Benjamin Franklin’s birthday. This year we
decided to go back to the way things used to be, more formal in
nature, with classic formal invitations being sent to invited guests.
Invitations had a square and compasses mark along with all the
necessary information needed. Stamped R.S.V.P. cards were
included as well as the envelope being sealed with a square and

L–R: M∴W∴Joseph Brearley PGM, W∴John Grossomanides Honorary Past
Master, W∴Leverett Andrews Past Master.

Affectionately known as Brother John G, W∴John G.
Grossomanides was honored on December 11, 2018 by his
brothers of Franklin Lodge for his 70 years of service to the Craft.
During his tenure, W∴John served as secretary of Franklin Lodge
for over 30 years (or was that 40 or 50 years?). However many
years it has been, W∴John has certainly set a high standard for us
to follow.
W∴John is a second-generation member of Franklin Lodge. His
father, Brother George Grossomanides was raised March 13,
1929. W∴John was raised December 14,1948. W∴ John regularly
comes to the lodge during daylight hours to visit with his longtime
friend, W∴Leverett Andrews who practices playing the organ
almost every day. Another one of Brother John’s longtime friends,
M∴W∴Joseph Brearley, PGM traveled from Florida to attend the
celebration of Brother John’s 70 years a Mason.
W∴James W. Pollette
Not Just A Mason–A Stone Statue Carver!
James William Pollette was born
in Westerly, RI on August 11,
1848 and died in Westerly on
November 8, 1906 at age 58. He
was a member of Franklin Lodge
No. 20 and Master of the lodge in
1877. He was employed by the
Smith Granite Company of
Westerly as an accomplished
“Stone Statue Carver.” One of his
more notable carvings is the
“Private Soldier Monument”
located in the Antietam National
Cemetery. Brother Pollette is
buried
at
the
Riverbend
Cemetery in Westerly.

(W∴Ray Geer, PM)

Page 16

March/April/May 2019

___________________________________________________________________

Jenks Lodge No. 24
By: Brother Stephen M. Stock
Greetings Brethren,
As the final quarter of this Masonic year draws nigh, Jenks Lodge
is continuing to stay busy with programs and fellowship.
On Monday, March 25 we will be receiving R∴W∴Robert Palazzo,
our DDGM for his official visitation. The program for the evening
will be a presentation by Jenks’ own Senior Steward Brother Rick
Wilmott on the correlations between Freemasonry and Martial
Arts.
On April 22 we will hear the proficiency of our youngest Entered
Apprentice as they continue their progress through the degrees.
We will also be celebrating our Past Masters that evening. We will
recognize those who have made their marks upon the lodge. We
are sure all will enjoy the stories and fellowship the night will bring.
In May, Jenks will be moving our stated communication to
Thursday, May 30. On this evening we will have a program by
Brother Joshua Irizarry on the history of the word, RELIGION.
As a reminder, dinner requires a reservation. While we have a few
extra meals prepared for those who are stopping in unexpectedly,
it is much easier to make sure there will be food for all if you contact
us a few days ahead of time.
We enjoy entertaining our brothers at Jenks Lodge, so we hope to
have you visit us as our year continues. May all the blessings of
health and prosperity be upon you.


Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
By: W∴Melvin Silverio, Master
Greetings from Roger Williams Lodge,
As we begin to enter the last months for our Masonic year, I would
like to thank everyone for the amount of support given to me and
my officers. From our active members, Past Masters, brothers
from around the state, Grand Lodge officers and most especially
to our District Deputy Grand Master R∴W∴Andre Faria for your
guidance, leadership, and overall participation with Roger Williams
Lodge throughout the year. Being chosen to lead my lodge forward
has been a humbling experience and has brought me great honor
and pleasure. I have learned a great amount of knowledge about
the Craft, our Masonic family and myself personally. I hope to
continue to be as involved as I have been throughout the years
since becoming part of the officer line. Everything that I planned
with the lodge officers to accomplish this year, I am glad to say we
have completed.
I would like to bring attention to a couple of key observations which
I noticed throughout the year, that would help our lodge to continue
to grow and prosper. These points can also be applied to other
lodges as well. First is participation, be as involved as your cable
tow allows you to be in your lodge. There are many tasks which
could greatly ease the stress of the Master of the lodge and the
secretary. There are many opportunities even if you are not an
officer in the lodge to help lead the lodge forward. Tasks such as
writing the lodge articles for the RI Freemason. A special ladies
and relief committee, to check on our ladies and brothers in need,
a program director to assist the lodge in finding and choosing
relevant programs for our meetings. There is a lot to do in a lodge,
and the more participation we have the easier it is for everyone. It
is not just the Master’s or officers lodge, it is our lodge and we all

should feel a sense of commitment to ensure we are all
participating.
Second is for the Past Masters of the lodge to assist future
Masters and officers bringing our knowledge acquired throughout
the years to our brothers. We have an immense amount of
knowledgeable Past Masters with a plethora of light about the
Craft. I look forward to having a minimum of one presentation or
program to present to the lodge each year. I challenge each and
every Past Master to take part in this movement to assist in
providing further education to our members. If you are in need of
help, building a power point presentation or getting a program
together, please reach out to me, I am here to assist.
Third and last is travel. Not just within the state, I’m looking
beyond, from visiting out of state lodges such as we have done in
the past, to fun travel such as a retreat as we did this year. This
allows us to get to know each other better. I am hoping to finalize
a weekend trip to Washington, DC between April-June. I have
visited Euclid Lodge in New Jersey with St. Johns No. 1
Providence and Garibaldi lodge in New York this past year. In both,
I have made really good friendships and connections that have
enriched my experience in the fraternity. There are also many
places we can visit with great Masonic history and significance
which we can enjoy, together.
Again, thank you for everything. Let’s finish this year strong. I look
forward in continuing to build great relationships and memorable
moments with our Masonic family, personal growth both within and
out the Craft, and continuing to lead by example.
Please mark the date for our Annual Communication on May 18. I
would recommend the brethren to join our mailing lists to stay
informed of all the events and gatherings that are to come for
RW32. You can sign up in multiple ways:
1. By signing up through our website RogerWilliamsLodge.com
2. By emailing us your full name and lodge at
Contact@RogerWilliamsLodge.com
3. On Facebook at www.facebook.com/RogerWilliamsLodge
4. Come to one of our regular communications and let an officer
know you would like to join the mailing list.
We at Roger Williams Lodge look forward to enjoying your
company, my brother.


Collegivm Lvminosvm
By: W∴Michael Southern, Chancellor
A report from the College of Light,
I thought it was worth stating the first three principles of our
College:
1. The COLLEGIVM is a learned or scholarly society that exists
to promote academic disciplines and appreciation of the liberal arts
and sciences within the profession of Speculative Freemasonry.
2. The COLLEGIVM studies the enlightened principles that are
the foundation of the noble pillars of Freemasonry; to actively
promote and spread the Arts and Sciences as our founding
brothers intended.
3. The COLLEGIVM will foster the education of the Craft at large
through prepared research and open discussion of topics
concerning history, symbolism, philosophy, and current events.
(continued on page 17)
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Since Christmas we have had two meetings at Mt. Vernon and St.
Paul’s Lodges, and we thank them for their hospitality. The subject
of discussion at both meetings was the Collegivm itself. Very
interesting meetings. I am not a founding member and was not
familiar with the depth of conversation and passion that evolved
into a workable organization, but these two meetings attended by
many of these members enlightened me considerably.
The popular adage is that “you get out of Freemasonry what you
put into it.” Time and again I’m reminded of that. I’ve noted before
that for a small Jurisdiction we are incredibly active. The most
obvious activities are often charity events; with degrees,
concordant body meetings, extra-curricular activities all running in
at a close second. There is engagement, correspondence, action,
and more action.
The Collegivm is an additional Masonic space. It sets out
deliberately as nothing less than a place for deep and informed
discussion of all aspects of the Craft. That’s why we meet: to talk,
to listen, to become excited about Masonic theory and practice.
Sometimes we may be inspired to write and present to the
Collegivm and other lodges. We engage.
Our next meeting is our annual communication and installation of
officers to be held on March 26. Location to be announced. Check
rimasons.org/calendar and the FaceBook RIMasons Group as we
finalize details.
I invite any brother to attend; you don’t have to be a member to
attend a meeting. Just let me know in advance so I can get a count
for dinner. I invite you to engage, contribute, teach, and learn. 
(continued from Page 9, Club Masonico Libertad)

In December 1830, Simon Bolivar died of tuberculosis. Intrepid,
hopeful, farsighted, indomitable, and profound in his thinking for
the welfare of mankind, Bolivar proclaimed, to those who had the
vision to see, the following Masonic principles as his life ebbed to
the shores beyond: "all of you must work for the inestimable good
of the Union; the people obeying the government in order to avoid
anarchy; the ministers praying to heaven for guidance; and the
military using its sword in defense of social guaranties. If my death
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contributes to the end of partisanship and the consolidation of the
Union, I shall be lowered in peace into my grave." His remains rest
alongside the remains of his parents, his wife as well as his late in
life love, Manuela Saenz, in the National Pantheon of Venezuela.
There are monuments dedicated to Simon Bolivar all around the
world; Colombia, France, Bulgaria, Portugal, Spain, Romania,
Great Britain, Russia, Italy, and even one in in Washington DC. As
documented in Wikipedia, the monument is located at Virginia
Avenue NW, 18th Street NW, and C Street NW near the United
States Department of Interior and the Pan American Union
building of the Organization of American States. ‘Equestrian of
Simón Bolívar’ is a public artwork by American artist Felix de
Weldon.
Brethren there is certainly a lot more information on Simon Bolivar
the Liberator of Latin America. I hope you find this brief introduction
of Bolivar as another opening to a broader world of the importance
and influences of Freemasons in Latin America. Anyone who is
interested in being part of the creation of the Spanish speaking
lodge, you are welcomed to reach out to me at
MelvinESilverio@gmail.com or 401-365-8509. You don’t have to
speak Spanish in order to be involved. Sources for the article are
available on request.


A Few Words About a Very Good Man
By: R∴W∴Charles Angell, Past Grand Marshal
It is hard to find the words to truly
express my feelings when writing
about our Most Worshipful Past
Grand Master, Herbert H. McGuire
and his dedication and love of
Freemasonry.
Now I am not going to list all his
accomplishments and concordant
Masonic bodies he was active in.
There are very few Masons in Rhode
Island that have not been touched in
one way or another over the years by
Brother McGuire. He was a worker in the quarries of Masonic
education and an instructor in the forums of Masonic education.
He was always ready to help any candidate, officer, or lodge that
asked for help. He was sought out through the years for advice
and counsel. Many times, I have seen him take a brother Mason
by the arm to give advice and counsel. Always the gentleman, I
had the honor of being his next-door neighbor for 20 years and
working with him in Freemasonry for 56 years. When he was
appointed a District Deputy Grand Master, he appointed
me his Grand Marshal. We traveled together through all seven
districts. He was always on the lookout for any problems and was
always looking for ways to improve. Usually after a busy night out
we would stop at the Phenix Sportsman Club to have a couple of
beers and talk over the evenings events always looking for ways
to improve our service to the Craft. He considered becoming a
Master Mason one of the most important steps in his life. A humble
caring family man who will be greatly missed. Brother McGuire
has finished climbing the winding stairs of light and life step by step
and reached the top. Standing before the great door and knocking
three times it opened and I am sure he heard the words we all
hope to hear some day. “Well done a true and faithful
servant”, enter the Celestial Lodge Above…. So Mote it Be…. 
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Grand Commander’s
Templar ‘Nights’
Lecture Series
March 30, 2019 - 7:00PM
Scottish Rite Masonic Center
Cranston, RI
Lecturer: John L. Palmer
“Knights Templar Architecture”
Sir Knight John will present a visual record of
the buildings and fortifications of the
Medieval Knights Templar Order across the
face of Europe and the Holy Land.
John is a Past Grand Master
of Tennessee and current
editor of The Knights Templar
Magazine
Tickets are $25 and includes a light collation.
Reservations and tickets can be obtained
from Rick Baccus at rickbaccus@cox.net

Robert J. Allen Medical Equipment
Distribution Center
One of our obligations as Masons is to help those in need, especially a fellow
brother or his family. The Medical Equipment Distribution Center does this in ways
that are truly inspiring. In this troubled economy, many are without proper medical
insurance or insurance of any kind. Because of sickness or unemployment, those
in need of hospital beds, wheelchairs, walkers, etc. would not be able to obtain
these without the help of our services! Everyone we deal with is most grateful for
the services we offer, free of charge too Mason or non-Mason. We also accept
donations of all types of equipment, make pickups, and deliveries. We move a lot
of equipment but have one great shortage, YOU!

We are located at the
second entrance gate at
the Masonic-Shrine Youth
Park at 116 Long Avenue
in
the
Buttonwoods
section of Warwick.

For more information contact Brother George Donahue on the Medical Equipment Center cell phone at 401-451-0184. You can also email
us at rifreemason@rimasons.org. It is important that we know you are coming so that we can schedule pickups, deliveries and
maintenance work accordingly. Your help will be greatly appreciated.

___________________________________________________________________
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Scottish
Table Lodge

Travel through seven toasts and food from Scotland.

The Kilwinning Club of Boston
to provide pipes and drums!

 MSA and VAVS Rep. Russ Kawa presented a check for $2,000.00 from the
RI Masonic Charities to the VA Volunteer Services Chief, Donna Russillo for
their Christmas food basket program.
RI Masons handing out Christmas gifts to the veterans at the Providence VA
Hospital. L-R: Ed Kdonian, Bob Goff, Elliot Greene, MSA Rep. Russ Kawa,
Elton Ricker, Rusty Booth , and Vietnam Veteran, Hedley Davidson.



Lafayette Lodge No.47
Saturday March 23, 2019
Opening at 4:30PM
Lafayette Masonic Temple
680 Nate Whipple Highway
Cumberland, RI
$40 each
Tickets: Leo F Kennedy
hdviking@aol.com / 401-447-8445

Annual Washington Lodge No. 3
Public Clambake
For the benefit of restoration & repairs to the
Historic Warren Masonic Temple

Sunday, June 2
Bakemaster: Spencer Hackley
1:00 PM - Chowder
2:00 PM - Main Bake
Hamburgers - Beer & Wine - Raffle prizes
Pete Sepe Pavilion
50 Asylum St.
Warren, RI

Price Only $35
Reservations Recommended
Tom Neyhart 508-888-6110 or tkn41p@verizon.net
Tickets available at:
Tap Printing
628 Metacom Ave. Warren, RI 02885
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue
East Providence, RI 02914-4556
Telephone: 401-435-4650
Fax: 401-435-4423
Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org
rifreemason@rimasons.org
Web Site: www.rimasons.org
Grand Lodge Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM

Call of the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations

228th ANNUAL COMMUNICATION
Brethren:
The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons
for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, East
Providence, Rhode Island

Monday, May 20, 2019
For the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it and the installation of Grand Lodge officers for the
ensuing Masonic year. Grand Lodge will open promptly at 9:00 o’clock A.M. Masters and Wardens, or their proxies, are
required to attend in business suits and to wear their official jewels.
Attest:

Signed:

Carl B. Willi

Glenn S. Carlson

Carl B. Willi
Grand Secretary

Glenn S. Carlson
Grand Master

Masters and Wardens of Subordinate Lodges only are entitled to send proxies who must be members of the same Lodge.

