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Grand Master’s Message
this information at NotJustAMan.org During the September
meeting of Scottish Rite Valley of Providence we had the privilege
of viewing a presentation on "The Path Forward" by Mrs. Linda
Patch, Director of Marketing and Communications for the Scottish
Rite, NMJ. She informed us of a survey that was taken by 1,000
men all non-Masons. She stated that 81% were aware of
Freemasonry, but less than 30% were aware of its values and 75%
had no idea it was a fraternity. It’s surprising how many men truly
are interested in Freemasonry, but don’t know how to apply. The
survey also showed that once they had learned about the true core
values of our Craft which are; Honor, Integrity, Honesty,
Compassion, Trust, and Charity just to name a few, 781 of these
men said they would be interested in looking into Freemasonry
further. The tools are there for us to use to get our message out,
so let’s put them to good use!

Brother Glenn S. Carlson
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Greetings Brethren,
I am amazed at how fast time has gone by. By the time this
message is out and in your hands the first half of my year as your
Grand Master of this great jurisdiction will be behind me. Scott and
I thank all for the hospitality you extended to us during your
summer picnics and social gatherings that we were able to attend,
we greatly appreciated it.
Now that we are back to our Masonic labors, hopefully all of our
lodges have a candidate or two or more and ritual is being
rehearsed and degrees are being conferred. Please remember to
check the calendar on our website for upcoming visitations and
annuals as well as degrees and special lodge events. I know that
life gets busy but, if you mark the date in your phone calendar, or
better yet print out a calendar and put it on your refrigerator, there's
a better chance you will be able to attend the event. I just saw a
cartoon that stated, "I think we skipped too many meetings." I have
been saying this all along. The Blue Lodge is the foundation of our
Craft, if they go it all goes. Ever since I was raised a Master Mason
at Manchester Lodge I’ve taken part in almost every third degree
and only missed a degree night if a family conflict arose. I can
count on one hand how often that has happened. It is a lodge
officer’s duty to put forth the best ritual he can, but it all doesn't rest
on the officers. It is also the lodge members' duty to be there to
observe their new brothers taking all of their Masonic degrees.
These degrees that we put forth and practice so hard to make
nearly perfect for the candidates are important, heartfelt and
profound and as these degrees are conferred upon the candidates
they are meant to remind the brethren on the sidelines of their own
commitment and conviction to our Craft. Members should also be
there to welcome our new initiated brothers who are taking part in
their degrees for the first time. Scott and I certainly look forward to
being there when we can.
RImasons.org is new and improved! The new website should be
up and online by the time of this publication. I know the Public
Relations Committee has worked very hard on this endeavor. This
website is for Masons as well as non-Masons. We hope it will
answer any questions you may have and express what our
fraternity is all about. The Public Relations Committee has been
using "The Path Forward" marketing and communication tools
created by the Scottish Rite Northern Masonic Jurisdiction. This
program with all its images and campaign information can also be
used by your lodge and for your lodge's website. You can locate

On October 20 we held our Statewide "Open House" at the Grand
Lodge. It was well attended by all lodges of this jurisdiction. There
were information tables for our concordant bodies as well as our
DeMolay boys and Rainbow girls.
Freemasonry is often first thought of as a charitable organization,
which it is, but we should be known as a fraternity first, that is
known for its charitable giving second. The Grand Lodge Charities
of Rhode Island has a new fundraising charitable matching
program for all the lodges in this jurisdiction. Please read the
article written by W∴Stephan Saraidarian on behalf of Grand
Lodge Charities. There are 8 criteria that guide you through your
fundraiser and the more items on the list you attain the better your
chances of a matching amount being granted. This is a pilot
program and we hope that it is used by all the lodges. Please take
advantage of this program to support the charities dearest to your
lodge.
Our Semi-Annual Communication will be on Saturday,
November 17, please read the "Call" in this publication and don’t
forget to purchase your tickets for the Fall Festival early, seating is
limited. If you were at our Annual Communication in May you have
heard our Grand Secretary, M∴W∴Carl Willi, PGM will be stepping
down after this year. I would like to thank M∴W∴Willi for his
outstanding service and playing an instrumental role in moving our
Craft forward over the years. If you are a Grand Lodge voting
member please, be an informed voting member, there are brothers
who have demonstrated their interest in the Grand Secretary
position so make your ballot count.
(continued on page 5)
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Rhode Island DeMolay Conclave
By: Allen LaMoore, Sate Master Councilor
Conclave, yes that is right, Rhode Island DeMolay brought
Conclave back again this summer. It was bigger and better than
the last. Armando Barragan-Tovar and the 2017 State Suite
worked tirelessly to make Conclave the best it could be. On the
Saturday night of Conclave our banquet and Installation was held,
when Allen LaMoore and the rest of his suite were installed.
Congratulations Armando on an amazing year!
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safety. We would like to extend a welcome to everyone to join us
in recognizing this brave officer.
The Steak-Fry will be held on May 3, 2019 at Club Frontenac 1143
Main Street, West Warwick, RI. Social hour will be at 6:00 PM with
dinner following at 7:00 PM. Tickets for this event are $27 and may
be purchased by calling Ken Phillips 401-722-0608, Dan Lee 401996-1990 or Brad Barco at 401-487-4336. We look forward to
seeing you there.
The Police Square and Compass Club is comprised of Master
Masons who have worked as police or security personnel. You
may join as an affiliate member. Our meetings are casual and held
once a month. In closing, I would like to wish everyone a happy
and safe holiday season.


Red Cross of Constantine
Summer Meeting
By: M∴W∴Leon Knudsen, Intendant General

This year’s 2018 state suite Includes State Master Councilor, Allen
LaMoore; State Senior Councilor, Gabriel Gonzalez; State Junior
Councilor, Felix Diclo, Jr. State Marshal, Benjamin Lawson; State
Chaplain, Daniel Harrison; State Senior Deacon, Michael Mott;
and State Scribe; Armando Barragan-Tovar. This year Rhode
Island DeMolay also brought back the State Sweetheart Program.
This year’s State Sweetheart is Miss Abigail Culhane. We look
forward to working with each and every one of you to help continue
to make Rhode Island DeMolay the best it can be.
This year our two biggest goals are membership and retention and
working with Squires (8-11year-olds). Rhode Island DeMolay has
maintained positive growth, but chapters can only grow so much.
In order to help Rhode Island DeMolay grow, I would like to open
up at least one new chapter during my term. But what is
membership growth without keeping active members active? We
will be working with the chapter in creating state events that are of
high interest and maximum fun! This along with Squires, is key to
helping Rhode Island DeMolay grow. They are our future
DeMolays, future Masons, our future leaders, and because of this
we want to work with them to grow and learn the ranks of the best
youth organization in the world! I along with my suite of officers
are looking forward to a great year, great experiences, and
working with the amazing young men who make up Rhode Island
DeMolay.


International Police Square & Compass Club
Rhode Island Chapter
By: R∴W∴Kenneth Phillips
Well brethren we have returned to the quarries to resume our
labors. The Police Square & Compass Club held its first meeting
at Pals Restaurant in East Greenwich on September 5, 2019
following our summer break.
The reports and minutes were read and approved. Plans were
finalized for our Annual Steak-Fry fund raiser, which is a great time
enjoyed by everyone. We selected a police officer Brandon
Sullivan from Coventry, RI to be recognized for his service of
“Above and Beyond the Call of Duty.” He had entered a burning
home and rescued the occupants and brought them outside to

The Red Cross of Constantine had their yearly summer meeting at the
Dunes Club in Narragansett, RI hosted by Dunes’ member Clarence
“Doc” Soderberg. On July 11, 2018, 50+ Knight Companions and their
ladies were in attendance as well Knight Companions from St. Matthew’s
Conclave and Bay State Conclaves in MA. We enjoyed fine summer
weather on the beach, wonderful food, and great friendship.

Greetings from
Club Masonico Libertad
By: Brother Melvin Silverio

Greetings from Club Masonico Libertad,
The creation of the Spanish speaking lodge has been a continuous
and slower than expected process. Nonetheless, we continue to
move forward. W∴Richard Gonzales of St. Johns No.1P and I at
Roger William Lodge No. 32 are working within our respective
lodges in our year as Masters, and Brother Felix Diclo’s heavy
involvement at this time with DeMolay as well as several other
brothers have limited our club meetings and progress.
We have however made progress on our future lodge emblem
which was created by our group and brought to design by
W∴Javier Alfonso. The emblem is characterized by elements that
include the Palm, the Laurel branch, the beehive, the anchor, and
the Torch.
(continued on page 4)
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The Palm was chosen as it is a tree which grows in warmer
climates, specifically in the majority of the Spanish speaking
regions of the Earth. It’s emblematic due its variations and diversity
such as the Spanish speaking people expanding from the
Dominican Republic in the Caribbean to the rain forests in
Venezuela, to the mountains of Mexico.
The Laurel branch is representative emblem, as the wreath of
laurel was conferred as a mark of honor in ancient times. The
Laurel branch bay tree was woven into wreaths or crowns and
worn on the head as an emblem of victory or a mark of honor in
classical times. It was presented to poets, scholars, heroes, and
victors in athletic contests.
The Beehive, we should all know this as a universal symbol of
industry in our Craft. It teaches us to work in harmony and always
work for the greater good of humanity and the Craft.
The Anchor was included as an honor to our great state of Rhode
Island signifying Hope. Last but not least, is the Torch, emblematic
of Freedom which is the English translation to Libertad as stated
in our Club name. In Latin America, Freemasonry played a very
important role in the liberation from foreign powers and influences
by such Masonic brothers such as Simon Bolivar, Admiral
Sebastian Francisco de Miranda y Rodríguez de Espinoza, Jose
Francisco De San Martín y Matorras, and Jose Marti to name a
few. They continuously passed on the torch of enlightenment, of
freedom, and equality around the region.
The motto we have chosen is in Latin “Sine Termini æqualitatis,”
translated to Spanish is Igualidad sin Fronteras or in English
“Equality without Borders”. It was chosen as we believe that
especially in Freemasonry brothers are never strangers even in
foreign lands. As many of our Latin American brothers you have
come to know were born in their respective Spanish speaking
countries and have migrated to be part of our great American
nation.
Although only a brief explanation of our emblem, I hope you can
tell that there has been a great effort in identifying the meaning and
symbolism behind every action and progress in our Masonic club.
Anyone who is interested in being part of the creation of the
Spanish speaking lodge are welcomed to reach out to me at
MelvinESilverio@gmail.com or 401-365-8509. You don’t have to
know Spanish in order to be involved.


Bothers in the Line of Fire
100th Anniversary of Freemasonry
and the Great War
By: Brother Paul Fetter, III

Introduction
It’s hard to believe that in the hustle and fast business of the
modern day of 2018, humanity has come so far. Technology has
exploded, the world is more transparent, and more people interact
with cross cultural civilizations than before. However, it is always
essential to never forget the past and the lessons that it shares in
order to never repeat them as has happened too often in our
history. It is easy to see how that in today’s world the Craft
flourishes not only here in America but among our brothers
throughout the world, and as 100 years ago the fraternity
prospered much like the British Empire’s motto, “the Sun Never
Sets on the British Empire” so too could be said for Freemasonry.
But this time of splendid happiness and romanticism world soon is
cut to an abrupt end. Similar to the long-time bonds among nations
this would be paralleled by the testing of brotherhood among the
members of the fraternity as the bombs fell among the bloodsoaked muddy fields during the Great War.
Honor Amongst Men - European Masonry
Prior to fateful day of June 28, 1914, the nations of Europe were
firmly cemented as the pillars of civilization for their day. For the
last century, Europe had not only been the catalyst for
technological achievement, but also the exporter of culture and
empire building throughout world. This created vast global empires
and new markets amongst colonies in Africa and Asia. This saw
the beginning of an inevitable political and nationalistic race for
superiority among the European powers that by 1914 saw the
world carved by political boarders. Factories and farmsteads
produced the newest technological means for humanity to
commence with its own destruction. However, amongst this nation
rivalry among the powers of the day, stood the firm bulwark of the
fraternity, which brought many of the same men together.
European Freemasonry had flourished during the 19th and early
20th Centuries among the European elite. In fact, by many
accounts the beginning of the war caught many brothers
throughout Europe by surprise. In 1913, Masons from England and
Germany shared a historic meeting by Lord Ampthill, Grand
Master of England, and a delegation of Grand Lodge officers, to
the German Grand Lodges in Berlin. The meeting provided a cross
culture between nations, and bonds of fraternal affection were
made. Lord Ampthill was even elected as an honorary Grand
Master of the German Grand Lodges during his visit. When war
broke out Lord Ampthill would resign his position in 1915 to be with
the troops in France.
Masons of the German Empire prior to the war were held in great
esteem. In 1914, the American Masonic Standard had this to say
about German Masonry,
“German Masonry stands very high in our estimation. German
brethren are philosophers and give to their Masonry a dignity and
seriousness we well might imitate. German Masonry is more
exclusive than in this country and devotes its energies largely to
education and philanthropy.”
Although this sense of fraternal brotherhood was felt among
brothers towards Germany, it was apparent that a sense of political
nationalism had slowly begun to appear amongst German lodges
as demonstrated in 1914 as loyalty to Kaiser Wilhelm, II (who was
not a Mason) was abundantly shown that year at various festival
communications, marking the 25th Anniversary of his reign.
"The celebration of this festival fills our hearts with thanks that we
live in peace, feeling assured that wise counsel guides our destiny
and leads us to enjoy.”
As seen by European Masons at the time the cultural sense of
peace amongst brothers was forever shaken by the political events
that would destroy the social fabric of European Freemasonry and
by the fall of 1914, and the explosion of war on the European
continent. This would only continue in 1915.
(continued on page 16)
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As I mentioned in my last message the Robert B. Allen Masonic
Medical Distribution Center was open on Wednesday evenings for
drop off and pick up and it was a huge success. Well, as it was a
huge success in the summer months, the shortness of the day and
the dropping of the temperatures has made this a summer
schedule opening. The Friday morning schedule will remain the
same. We are hoping that we can provide this Wednesday night
service again in the spring. I thank all who were involved in helping
on Wednesday nights while taking some of the stress off those
Friday mornings.
Finally, my brothers, as the holiday season quickly approaches
always remember those less fortunate than ourselves. Also
remember that this time of year may be a time of sadness for
others of reflection for loved ones lost and missed. Give them your
support, understanding, and a shoulder to lean on. Lady Dawn and
I wish you the warmest of holidays, a very Merry Christmas, Happy
Hanukkah, and very prosperous and Happy New Year.
A Smile is easily shared, “I was smiling yesterday, I am smiling
today, and I will smile tomorrow. Simply because life is too short
to cry for anything.”
Santosh Kalwar
Scott and I always look forward to seeing you in our travels!



Sincerely and Fraternally,
Glenn S. Carlson
Grand Master
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we do donate then the question is how much is reasonable,
helpful, and within our budgetary guidelines.
One thing the current board has come to notice is we do not get
very many requests from lodges within our own jurisdiction. Even
lodges that are highly active in charitable events don’t seem to
realize that they can apply to Grand Lodge Charities for donations
or financial assistance in helping with the community around
them. As such, we have been working on a way to introduce a
simple streamlined program as a way of applying for assistance.
We have also set aside quite a bit of our donation budget to fund
this program.
The program has no fixed rules for getting approval as we
understand that these efforts can be as widely varied as the people
who participate in them. However, it was necessary to have some
criteria with which to judge applications to make the process fair to
all applicants. The following eight criteria were created for that
purpose. You do not need to meet all eight to qualify. The more
criteria you meet and the stronger you meet them, then the better
your chances of being approved will be.
The eight criteria are as follows:
1. The project is a lodge project rather than some other
organization’s project.
2. The public sees that the lodge is an active party in
accomplishing the project.
3. The project involves more than simply sending a check.
4. The lodge raises its share of the funds by a public fund raiser.
5. A significant number of Masons are contributing their own time
to the project.
6. Members of the public are contributing time to the project.
7. The project is of benefit to the whole community.
8. The matching funds are used in the community.
Applying is easy. You request an application from Grand Lodge.
You fill out said application, and then you submit it to the board via
Grand Lodge. Once it is received it will be reviewed by a
subcommittee that will make sure all questions have been
answered before forwarding it to the board for a vote. Once
approved the lodge secretary will be notified. We do not have
unlimited funds, so we have set aside up to $1,000 per lodge for
the year.

What Does Grand Lodge Charities Do?
By: W∴Stephan Saraidarian,
Grand Lodge Charities Board Member
Ever since I was appointed to the Board of Directors for Grand
Lodge Charities it is a question I am asked often.
Grand Lodge Charities donates to various charitable efforts and is
also the body responsible for funding the scholarships that are
awarded by various Grand Lodge programs. We get charitable
requests from all over the state, the country, and even across the
globe. We then must decide if we should or should not donate. If

Once your event is completed your lodge must send a document
back to the board describing the projects results. We understand
that variations between what you wanted to happen and what
happened are to be expected. It is still imperative that we get this
document as it is part of the application process and also part of
the programs review process. This is a pilot program and the more
participation the more likely it will continue. Our sincere desire is
that all lodges in the state will be able to get the full $1,000 set
aside for them and be active participants in charity work throughout
the year in the communities in which that reside.
I hope to see you on my travels promoting this new program along
with other members of the Board and we hope to receive
applications from the lodges in the future.

Experience is not what happens to you. Experience is
what you do with what happens to you.
….Aldous Huxley
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High Twelve and Low Twelve
By: Brother John Michael Greer
(Part of an occasional series on the origins of Masonic traditions)

Though there has been plenty of speculation over the years about
the sources of our speculative Craft, the one thing we know for
certain about modern Freemasonry’s origins is that it took shape
during the 17th century out of lodges of operative stonemasons.
Our working tools, our aprons, and many other aspects of today’s
Craft are echoes of the heritage of the skilled workmen of the
Middle Ages who built Europe’s great cathedrals.
Not every trace of Freemasonry’s operative heritage is as obvious
as the use of mallets and chisels as symbols of the Craft’s moral
teachings, however. One of the subtler echoes is the use of the
terms “high twelve” and “low twelve” for noon and midnight. We
use these phrases ‘over and over again’ in Masonic ritual, but very
few Masons today remember where they came from and what they
once meant.
To make sense of these two phrases, it’s necessary to journey
back in time to the early Middle Ages, when Christian monks
preserved every scrap of science and engineering that was still
known in Europe. Then as now, the monastic life follows a rhythm
marked out by ceremonies done at specific times of day, from
Prime in the early morning to Vespers late in the evening. Timing
these ceremonies wasn’t easy, though, because the available
methods for measuring time were limited to sundials, crude
timepieces that used dripping water or the burning of a candle to
gauge time, and sheer guesswork.
By the year 996, as a result, monks in various abbeys across
Europe had already begun experimenting with devices that would
ring a bell every hour or so. It was in that year that Gerbert of
Aurillac was asked by the monks of Madgeburg in Germany to
come up with a solution to the problem of timekeeping. Gerbert
was the right man to ask; a brilliant mathematician and scholar, he
had already invented several instruments for astronomy, made
important improvements in the musical organ, and introduced the
abacus to Europeans as a tool for arithmetic. Gerbert looked into
the work that had already been done on timekeeping and
machines for ringing bells, did some experimenting of his own, and
proceeded to build the oldest known clock.

Gerbert’s clock didn’t have a dial and hands. All it did, and all the
monks needed it to do, was ring a chime once every hour to tell
the bell ringers in the monastery bell tower that it was time to pull
on the great ropes and announce the time of day. Several early
clocks of that same simple kind still exist today, and a few like the
one at Salisbury Cathedral in England, built around 1386 are still
in working order. By the time the Salisbury clock was built, though,
some abbeys had begun to experiment with dials, so the monks
didn’t have to listen for the next chime to figure out what time it
was and could tell at a glance how long they had until the next
service.
With every new technology, the early versions explore many
different variations before one common pattern emerges as
standard. That rule was just as true of clocks in the fourteenth
century as it was of computers in our own time. When early clocks
were fitted with the first experimental dials, various patterns were
tried out, and centuries passed before the ordinary clock face we
know today—with 12 at the top, 6 at the bottom, and two hands,
one for hours and one for minutes, came into general use. Most of
the earliest clocks with dials had only one hand, which pointed to
the hour, and not all of them went clockwise!

One of the early clocks with dials still exists, at Wells Cathedral in
the west of England. It was built between 1386 and 1392 by Peter
Lightfoot, a monk from the famous monastery in the nearby town
of Glastonbury. Its dial helped set a fashion that remained in place
in English cathedrals and abbeys for many centuries afterward.
These dials were divided into twenty-four hours instead of twelve.
The hour hand, usually the only hand there was, followed the track
of the sun in the sky, pointing straight up at noon and straight down
at midnight.

(continued on page 7)
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Some of the 24-hour clock faces, like the one at Wells, had
additional dials showing the phases of the moon, and mechanical
figures who come out on cue to ring a bell. It’s easy to imagine how
astonishing all this must have been to people in the Middle Ages,
most of whom had never seen a machine of any kind. It amazed
and delighted people at the time, and it seems to have left an
especially deep impression on the people who spent their working
lives within sight and sound of one of these grand medieval clocks.
That included the stonemasons. In the Middle Ages, building a
cathedral or an abbey was a task that stretched out over
generations. A church of any size would come into use long before
it was finished, with temporary roofing put into place to keep off the
rain, and even after the main structure was finished, work would
go on for centuries before the last gargoyle on the roof had been
carved and set in place. Day in and day out, the apprentices, fellow
craft, and master masons who labored on the building measured
their working day by the chiming of the great clock, which would
have been installed as soon as possible to make sure services
took place at the right times.
That was where the stonemasons picked up the habit of calling
noon “high twelve” and midnight “low twelve,” since the XII that
marked noon on the great clock was literally at the highest point of
the dial, and the XII that marked midnight was at the lowest point.
They passed that bit of workmen’s slang on to their heirs, the first
speculative Masons of the 17th Century, who passed it on to us.
It’s worth remembering that every time an officer in a Masonic
lodge uses the terms “high twelve” and “low twelve,” he’s using a
turn of phrase that the men who built Europe’s great cathedrals
would have recognized at once.

(Next: the origin of the deacons’ staffs)

Are They Private Piques and Quarrels or What?
By: M∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, P.G.M.
It doesn’t take a scholarly person to realize that throughout human
history piques and quarrels have been the prevailing behavior of
mankind. From the earliest fights between prehistoric tribes for
territory, through all the periods of social development to today’s
geopolitical, religious, racial, and even family units, quarreling has
shaped the human behavioral landscape. Challenge yourself to
pick up a book on any historical period and see for yourself.
Empire against empire, brutal conquering and suppression of
lower classes, royal family disputes that often resulted in murder
for power, churches against churches, power struggles between
bishops and the church, the Dark Ages that plunged mankind into
the most horrid age, civil wars, even gunslingers settled their
disputes fatally. These are just a few examples of a sordid history.
Yet, with all this history, behaviorally, man has gained nothing,
except reached the ability for global communication that amplifies
the effects of this ever-continuing pattern of disputes.
Facebook, Twitter, and other social media dominate our exposure
to controversial issues. Opinions fly around like snowflakes driven
in blizzard winds. Responses instantly fly back with equal force
and matching attitudes. We wait with anticipation to see how many
agree with us by supporting opinions or how many “likes” we get.
The fervency of our perspective deters open communication with
the opposition and often reverts to violent language and broken
relationships. How do we remove or protect ourselves from this
culture of opinionated unrest?
Commonality among whom we connect and socialize with would
seem a likely option or maybe just keeping our opinion to ourselves
would do well, but for most of us the latter is practically impossible.
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Hypothetically speaking, “Birds of a feather flock together” or it
should be. On the other hand, if we examine Freemasonry we see
a convergence of men who although hold certain tenants dear to
their hearts, have strikingly different opinions on a vast variety of
subjects, so maybe similar feathers flock together. Thus,
Freemasonry tries to refrain from discussion of politics and religion
in open lodge for the purpose of keeping peace and harmony.
Even with that omission, piques and quarrels still exist on many
different levels. Unfortunately, these piques and quarrels seem to
thrive in some lodges almost tantamount to an anti-culture to the
foundation of established Masonic principles. We seemingly forget
our obligations and respect for the Master and officers of the lodge.
When electing the officers, we are in essence placing confidence
in their ability to rule and govern the lodge. In the process of
governing the lodge situations arise that need the brethren to
simply approve or in some cases vote such as scheduling of
degrees, candidate applications, building maintenance, dues
increase, charity, social events, merging, etc. Support for the
Master and officers would be anticipated positively.
This brings me to the title of the article “Private Piques and
Quarrels or What?” Whenever we argue in the lodge we reference
that phrase of private piques and quarrels. I ask the question my
brothers, are lodges business a private pique or quarrel or a
broader issue that brings it beyond “private”? Wouldn’t “private”
suggest something between individual brothers?
Discussing lodge business is a healthy and necessary process to
allow all the brethren to be heard and extends the opportunity of
opening channels of thought that can produce a better outcome
than the original. Instead, I would postulate that stubborn
argumentation on lodge issues that divide the lodge embodies a
more destructive element. It could be either a brother with an “ax
to grind against the lodge” or sometimes just plain ego. What is
most unfortunate is when that disgruntled brother blinded by such
motives, whether realized or not, infects others who ally
themselves with his position and the “house is now divided”.
Divided not because of sound reasoning, but because of
subversive intentions at the expense of the peace and harmony
and the future success of the lodge. Here I inject the passage of
“that no contention should ever exist except that noble contention
or emulation as to who best can work and best agree”. We all
heard this passage in our ritual, as well as many passages in our
obligations that ask us to agree to precepts of behavior that benefit
God, our country, our brothers, family, and ourselves and to use
our individual manifold blessings and talents for the betterment of
all. Charity (love) being the strength and support of all institutions
more especially ours --- to be a FREEMASON. An institution
separate and apart from all other organizations and founded on
solid principles of morality and concern for others so needed in the
world today. Yet, I will not be so naive to state that there are no
“private piques and quarrels”, but we should be cognizant and
recognize the more destructive force of “contention”.
Brethren, the future of our lodges does not singularly rest on the
initiation of candidates and their retention but, also on the sound
practice of our principles above our individualism. The belief in
majority and the tolerance needed to be a good citizen within
Freemasonry for the love and continuance of this unique and
wonderful fraternity that preaches friendship, morality, and
brotherly love should be the prime objective of us all.
May the Grand Architect of the Universe bless and keep our
Fraternity, our Brothers and their Families.
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One cannot write about the Tyre Club without first writing about the Naval Air
Station where so many Rhode Islanders worked. It was a city in itself, with
Davisville CB Base, you have a community of over 20,000 or more. The Air
Station was commissioned in 1941 and decommissioned on June 28, 1974. It
By: R∴W∴Charles E. Angell
was known throughout the Navy as one of the finest aircraft overhaul and
repair facilities in the Navy. There were 2,700 workers in the overhaul and repair department alone. Counting the rest of the departments
such as public works, supply, and add to this the 11 squadrons of various aircrafts and the military personnel, you have well over 20,000
civilian and military personnel stationed there. With the large population of the base including Davisville, it stands to reason that there would
be quite a few Freemasons there, and so it was.

U.S.N AIR STATION, QUONSET POINT, RI
The Masonic Tyre Club

The Tyre Club of Quonset/Davisville was chartered and constituted by the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island in 1944. It served the base community,
state, and Freemasonry for 30 years. Raising money for charities and helping in many ways when called upon to do so. One of the favorite
charities was the Ladd School in Exeter.
Meetings were held on the second Wednesday of every other month. The annual meeting was held each June. Dues were three dollars a
year. There were 300 or more members who enjoyed the many events such as picnics, clambakes, dances, and dinners. Charity was always
on the agender. Most lodges in Rhode Island had candidates from this large pool of prospective candidates on these two bases. The Tyre
Club was closed in 1973 due to the base closing. Quonset Point Naval Air Station and Davisville have now been closed for 44 years. Those
of you who are reading this and worked there, I hope it brings back some pleasant memories.
The car pools, heavy traffic, finding a way home through a blinding snow storm were concerns of all there. Some even being stuck on base
during a bad storm. With all its ups and downs it provided us a good living and at the same time we were helping win a war. The bases
provided the Navy the support needed to win the war. There have been a few reunions over the years, one I remember was held at the 400
Club ln the late 1970s. Yes, those who worked and served at Quonset Point Naval Air Station and Davisville can be proud of their contribution
in protecting our country and preserving our freedoms and way of life we enjoy today.


Call of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
for the State of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations
of Free and Accepted Masons
Brethren:
The Semi-Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons for the
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, East Providence, Rhode Island.

Saturday, November 17, 2018
For the election of officers and the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it. Grand Lodge will open promptly at
1:00 o’clock P.M. Masters and Wardens, or their proxies are required to attend in business suits and to wear their official jewels.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
MASONIC GRAND LODGE CHARITIES OF RHODE ISLAND, INC.
Saturday, November 17, 2018
During Grand Lodge Semi-Annual Meeting at approximately 2:00 o’clock PM in
Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, East Providence, Rhode Island
Annual Reports of the Chairman, Treasurer and election of new members of the Board of Managers.
Attest:

Signed:

Carl B. Willi

Glenn S. Carlson

Carl B. Willi
Grand Secretary

Glenn S. Carlson
Grand Master

Masters and Wardens of Subordinate Lodges only are entitled to send proxies who must be members of the same Lodge.
CONSTITUTION, Article VII, SECTION 1.7.5: It is the duty of each Subordinate Lodge to be represented at Communications of the Grand
Lodge by its Master and the Wardens or by their proxies.
Printed proxy forms have been furnished to each lodge in the Jurisdiction, one of which will be filled in and signed by the officer who is
appointing the proxy (who must be a member of the same lodge and who shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges of his constituent,
except that of taking rank in the Grand Lodge.) The proxy form will also carry the seal of the lodge.

____________________________________________________________________

Are We Being Served?
By: R∴W∴Richard Lynch, Editor
I am privileged to be in a unique position within the Craft to observe
the state of Freemasonry. Serving as Grand Curator/Librarian I
can review and read the courtesy publications of most of the Grand
Jurisdictions. We also receive the monthly meeting notices of
nearly all the lodges within the state. In addition, my presence
within the library also means I get to meet many traveling brothers
who come for a visit and tour. So, what have I observed?
Based on my interactions with visiting brethren and reading other
Grand Lodge publications, I feel strongly that Freemasonry in
Rhode Island is in a far better place than many other jurisdictions!
I would however state that there is a disparity of success and
commitment among the lodges. Rhode Island lodges can be
grouped into three categories:
A Group
A lodge that regularly raises candidates in a timely manner,
presents excellent ritual by its officers, has good lodge attendance,
conducts fraternal events, communicates well with its members
and the Craft as a whole, has charitable programs, have members
that attend and support other lodge meetings and events, look
after their sick brothers, and pays attention to their special ladies.
B Group
A lodge that raises candidates but may go beyond our normal
Masonic year to complete degrees, has good ritual conferred by
past masters with less involvement of the officers in ritual, OK
lodge attendance, limited events for their members, minimal
charitable undertakings, little travel in support of other lodges.
C Group
A lodge that is just going through the motions. Very seldom has
any candidates, ritual is weak, has trouble filling officer positions
each year, and continuously recycles the same brethren. Has no
meeting programs, poor communication, never travels, and very
few publicized events.
Please consider where your lodge falls in this listing.
Communication
One of the most important actions of a lodge is to communicate
with its members. The first vehicle for this action is the monthly
meeting notice. Some lodge meeting notices are wonderful, a
Master’s message with content, not just what we did last month
plan to do next, communicating an idea or theme! This is the one
opportunity you have to reach every member of your lodge each
month. Make it worthwhile reading! Consider writing a lodge report
for the RI Freemason each issue. This publication is received by
all the brothers in the state and beyond who will be informed of
your lodge activities and may even visit your lodge in the future.
I have heard it said many times that “I posted it on Facebook”, or
some other social media. Well brothers, everyone does not
participate in social media, especially our older members and you
have a responsibility to communicate with them also.
There are lodges that have excellent trestleboards full of content,
activities, and enlightening Masters’ messages on a regular basis.
Jenks, Roger Williams, St. Paul’s, St. Johns 1P, Harmony,
Franklin, Redwood, Lafayette, lodges to name a few are worth
reading.
Education
This is where some of our lodges fail miserably! When we are not
doing degree work it is imperative that we provide an educational
program for the evening. So many meeting notices announce that
“we will have a short business meeting, the work of the evening
will be the presentation of a 50-Year service medal, and then
dinner. Do you really think you are going to keep your newly made
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brothers with this type of approach? The Grand Lodge office,
Collegivm Lvminosvm Lodge of Research, or the Grand Lodge
Library can provide you with a list of speakers on topics of Masonic
and historic themes. To quote brother Michael Calderone writing
in the Connecticut Freemason about Freemasonry and the
importance of our ritual, “There are plenty of fine organizations out
there for men to join if their interest lies simply in being social,
raising money for a good cause requiring about what to plan for
dinner.” A very important part of membership retention is
Education and providing programs that make attending a meeting
worthwhile.
Charity
Many lodges place an unusually high degree of importance on
raising money for various charities. This is important and
necessary but should not be the main focus of a lodge’s efforts.
Further light by way of education is sometimes forgotten.
Remember we are not a social or charitable organization we are a
fraternity of like-minded men seeking further light.
Retention
To again quote Brother Calderone, “What we do control is
retention. How do we keep the brothers active and interested in
Freemasonry once they have decided to join our ranks? What sets
us apart from the other interests available? It might be easier to
first define what I believe will NOT keep men interested: social
events, fundraisers, and organization meetings!”
My brothers and especially our Masters, it’s time to do a little soulsearching and answer the question, “Are we being served?” If not
let us bring all our officers together and discuss how we can better
improve our ritual, host informative meetings, and retain our new
members. If we do all of that, I assure you that we will have more
brothers on the sidelines at every meeting your membership will
grow, and your lodge will prosper. If you read this and do nothing,
then we can expect more lodge closings and mergers.


Take note!
Lodges do not go DARK for the summer, they go to recess. A
lodge only goes dark when it has turned in its charter and
ceases to exist.
We do not “put on”, “perform”, “do”, or “present” our degrees.
The proper terminology is we CONFER them.

Statement of Ownership, Management
and Circulation
Publication Title: Rhode Island Freemason
Publication # USPS: 366-750
Issue Frequency: Bi-Monthly
Mailing Address: 222 Taunton Ave.
East Providence, RI 02914
Headquarters: 222 Taunton Ave.
East Providence, RI 02914
Contact: Michael Barboza 401-435-4650
Publisher: Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
Address: 222 Taunton Ave.
East Providence, RI 02914
Managing Editor: Carl Willi
Editor: Richard Lynch

Rhode Island Freemason
Average Total Copies: 3125
Single Issue nearest filing date: 3050
Mailed outside county, paid subscriptions,
exchange copies, (average): 1972
Mailed in County, paid subscriptions: 995
Total distribution average: 2967
Copies not distributed average: 58
Total sum: 3125
Latest circulation date: Nov./Dec. 2018
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Morning Star Lodge No.13

Interesting Historical Facts of Freemasonry
In Rhode Island

Cordially invites all Master Masons
to join us on
Saturday, November 3rd
for the
Sword of Bunker Hill Degree

Selected from a review of the
Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge
2nd Installment
2-24-1812 General Assembly, State of Rhode Island
requested to grant Grand Lodge a Charter of incorporation.
Request granted.
10-3-1814 About 230 members of St. Johns Providence, Mt.
Vernon, Mt. Moriah, Friendship, Union, Manchester, and
Morning Star Lodges and eastern Star Lodge of Rehoboth,
Massachusetts paraded to Fox Point, south part of town and
erected a FORT, laid out by the Committee of Defense. A
breastwork, 430 feet long, 10 feet wide and 5 feet high. The
group paraded several times upon the parapet. They named
it Fort Hiram.

Dinner will be served prior to the opening of Lodge at 6:30PM
Reservations for dinner can be made through:
Secretary, W∴Justin Molitor at: juframo401@gmail.com
Lodge will open at 7:30PM for the Degree.
If you have not taken the degree, come join the ranks of
many great patriots, and brothers!
and if you are a member of the Order please come and
support our new initiates as they take this historic Degree.
There is a one-time initiation fee of $25.00
This fee comes with a lifetime membership to the
Gaspee Order No. 99 of the Sword of Bunker Hill

RI Freemason
Deadlines
The Rhode Island Freemason is
published 6 times based on a calendar
year. Deadlines for submissions are listed
below each issue.
The issues will be published as follows:
JANUARY/FEBRUARY
Deadline: December 1st
MARCH/APRIL
Deadline: February 1st
MAY/JUNE
Deadline: April 1st
JULY/AUGUST
Deadline: June 1st
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
Deadline: August 1st
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER
Deadline: October 1st

9-22-1819 Special meeting. The committee appointed at last
quarterly communication to make arrangements for the
removal of the remains of our late Grand Master, Thomas
Smith Webb suddenly deceased while on business visit in
Cleveland, Ohio, reported duties accomplished. With
approval of family, the deceased was conveyed to Buffalo, NY
by train and thence to Providence by two-horse wagon.
November 8th, after service at First Congregational Church,
the remains were deposited in the family vault at West Burial
Ground. Years later the remains were removed and reinterred at North Burial Ground in lot donated by the City of
Providence. (Deed is in the name of Grand Lodge and
successive Grand Masters. In 1862 a monument was erected.
Funds remaining from contributions received, comprise a
permanent fund for maintenance of lot and monument.
To be continued.

From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue. Unfortunately, we did not
have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate, I have saved the material for
our next issue. As a reminder please submit your material for future issues before the
deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis. As the deadline approaches, there
is less and less space available and your material may not be published if received on or after
the deadline date.
A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions;
•
•
•
•
•

Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files
Please no PDF files, they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first serve
basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

Fraternally,
Brother, Richard Lynch
Editor:

R∴W∴Richard F. Lynch

Associate Editors:

M∴W∴Leon C. Knudsen, PGM
R∴W∴Jack Anderson
Millie T. Hallstrom

Editorial Advisior:

M∴W∴Carl B. Willi, PGM
R∴W∴Grand Secretary

____________________________________________________________________________________
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candidate does not know what he is about to embark on until he is
already on his journey.

Report from the Masonic Districts
METRO DISTRICT

RW Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM
Reflections
This report is not devoted to what’s going on within the Craft, but
simply taking time to reflect on all that has taken place in time gone
by.
Brad and I are still in amazement how quickly our time in the
districts has passed. If you recall, aside from doing our job, our
desire was to meet as many brethren as possible throughout our
jurisdiction. I will say that our expectations were greatly exceeded
as we have come to make friends with many of you throughout our
travels. Thank you all for taking the time to greet us as friends and
brothers.
Occasionally I often think of situations that have presented themselves that perhaps have caused some friction within a lodge or
among brothers and how they were resolved. The constitution
does provide answers to some dilemmas, but more importantly, I
ask why did the situation happen and why did it not get resolved in
a fashion that is more in line with how we are to respect and treat
each other? That to me is an interesting question as we all knelt at
the altar and agreed to respect and treat each other by the golden
rule “Treat others as you would like to be treated.” I’m certain that
it always doesn’t happen, so again I ask, “why”? Is it so far-fetched
a concept that we have forgotten the true meaning of our Craft. I
truly hope you take time to think on this and possibly defuse any
disharmony that may exist.
It seems no matter how much we discuss this matter not much
changes, I still hear of incidents that makes me shake my head.
When we come to lodge and get disturbed by what has or hasn’t
taken place we get bent out of shape like we have the patent on
what’s right or wrong. And when we don’t get our way we feel the
need to fix or attack those who have upset us. What happened to
good counsel in a brother’s ear if necessary? Many times, we talk
about Masonic value, is there value in arguing with our brothers?
What happened to whispering good counsel in a brother’s ear.
Many times we talk about Masonic value, is there value in arguing
with our brothers? I say that if that’s the way you feel, maybe
you’ve chosen the wrong organization. As someone said not to
long ago, “I’d rather have fewer brothers and know that they’re the
type of men I’d like to associate myself with.” This is not to say you
have to agree with everything, it’s okay to disagree, but it’s the
manner in which we deal with the disagreements.
Yes, in a manner of speaking, I get disgusted but fortunately there
are many more good brothers than the few souring up the Craft.
As we begin this new year, be the brother this organization
expected you to be, we will all benefit and prosper by the way it
was meant to be. Be a brother.


EAST BAY DISTRICT

RW Douglas J. Grant, DDGM
Our Masonic year is in full swing and it is wonderful to see so many
lodges conducting degree work. From EA, to FC and MM, many
of the lodges are doing what is considered their basic function.
They are taking good men and putting them on the path that will
lead them to be better men.
The first three degrees of Freemasonry are designed to work
congruently, so as to give the new candidate the first light that will
hopefully lead him to be curious about more and further light. The

Many times, I have seen degree work that has accomplished what
the degree was supposed to unveil to the candidate. However,
there have been times in more recent years when I have seen
degree work that was lacking the sharpness, enthusiasm, and
participation that could have been provided. Some of this could
have been avoided by conducting more effective rehearsals. In
addition, some of this could have been avoided by the officers
committing to spend more time at home learning their lectures.
Every officer has a duty to do the best he can in the office that he
has been chosen to fill. This does not mean that he will be the
best ritualist. But it does mean that he will apply his best effort to
do the best ritual work that is within him. For some, this may mean
that many hours need to be spent to perfect his work. For others,
this may come easily and only a short time is needed.
In our modern world, everything seems to be happening at
lightning speed. We all know how we are individually affected and
sometimes judged by the speed at which we can communicate,
get information from the internet, and generally receive and send
information anywhere in the world in the blink of an eye. However,
our Craft is not measured by such things. We are measured by
more important things such as how we have helped our families,
or communicated better with our spouses, or perhaps provided
comfort to a brother in need. Sometimes, we are even measured
by how well we are able to take the time to lend an ear to a
distressed brother. These are the things that truly matter in life!
Our first three degrees certainly do provide the new candidate with
light. But perhaps we should also look at them as a great
opportunity for new and even seasoned officers to work together
for further light. Everyone can gain by having good degree work in
their lodges. Maybe we should look at the degrees as the building
of the foundation for the candidate and the officer alike. By slowing
down and taking the time to do good work, we not only teach the
candidate that our tried and true methods provide a new way for
them to be better but it may also provide a new way for the officers
to become better. In the end, isn’t this the result we all hope to
accomplish? There is no substitute for hard work.
May the blessings of heaven rest upon us and all regular
Masons.


NORTHERN DISTRICT

RW André H. Faria, Jr., DDGM
What a great treat it was to be present at Friendship Lodge, No. 7
for their Annual Communication on September 8. Personally it
was also a joyful day for me because I got to celebrate Beth’s
Birthday. Celebration certainly was the theme of the day and few
lodges doing it better than Friendship. It was a fitting tribute to
outgoing W∴Bob Barrows as he completed a most fulfilling term as
master of the lodge. His brothers paid tribute to him in so many
ways by showering him with many generous gifts, a testament of
their fraternal bonds and a fitting display of gratitude. I believe no
one was prouder than his father. W∴Richard Barrows who is also
a past master of Friendship Lodge. Congratulations to W∴John
Barnes on his election and installation as Master of the lodge. The
Annual Communication took place in the morning hours, but there
was still a very large turnout. So, if you are familiar with Friendship
Lodge you know that it was bursting at the seams! W∴Barnes was
beaming as his lovely wife, daughter, and two sons all witnessed
his ascension to the Oriental Chair. It was a special treat for me
personally and for Friendship Lodge as well to have R∴W∴Ron
Reed, Past Grand Marshal to fill in as Grand Master of Ceremonies
in Brandt’s absence. R∴W∴Ron did a stellar job and it was indeed
an honor to work with him.
(continued on page 12)
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(continued from Page 11, Northern District)

In October, I had the honor of being present to install the new
Master of Lafayette Lodge W∴Leo Kennedy and his officers. The
brothers of Lafayette Lodge were gracious hosts and the night
went very well. The lodge was honored to have M∴W∴Dennis
Pothier, PGM deliver the prologue. He was accompanied by
another Past Grand Master, M∴W∴Stephen Smith who served as
his Marshal. The lodge also paid tribute to the outgoing Master
W∴John Frampton who also had a magnificent year in the East.
One cannot help but be impressed by the spirit and camaraderie
of Lafayette Lodge. These brothers go out of their way to make
their guests feel welcome and at home. What an honor for me to
serve such fine men who love the Craft and live truly the tenets of
our profession. A special word of thanks goes out to W∴Brad
Ripley who filled in as Master of Ceremonies for the evening while
Brandt was working the MLB Playoffs.
The day after Lafayette’s Annual Communication, I had the
opportunity to spend time with the brothers of Morning Star Lodge,
No. 13 for my DDGM Visitation. The lodge’s urban setting makes
you feel as if it is at the center of a busy hub. W∴Dave Malone
and his officers were great hosts demonstrating the hospitality that
our Fraternity is very well known for. The program for the evening
was interesting and it was great to be with the brothers of the other
lodges of the district who also were in attendance.
It was also a joy to be present at Roger Williams Lodge, No. 32 to
install two of its officers who were unable to be present at the
annual communication a few months ago. W∴Melvin Silverio
wasted no time in making sure that I could come to the lodge as
soon as possible to ensure that all of his officers were properly
prepared for the work that he has planned for the ensuing year. I
also look forward to my official visitation later this month and
anticipate breaking bread and spending time with the brothers of
such a distinguished lodge.
The Open House in October was also a huge success! Many
thanks to all of the lodges and Masters of the Northern District for
the time they dedicated to being present at Grand Lodge for this
event. It was a busy day as our Grand Master M∴W∴Glenn S.
Carlson made his visitation to the Northern District that evening at
Friendship Lodge No. 7. It was a great night full of camaraderie
and the program presented on the “Traveling Wall” honoring
Vietnam Veterans touched us all. We will never forget all the brave
women and men who have given their lives that we might live in
peace and harmony. We also pay tribute to all those who continue
to serve in our Armed Forces. May the Supreme Grand Master
always keep a watchful eye over them. We look forward to
commemorating our brothers and sisters who serve our great
country on Veterans Day as the Grand Master lays a wreath at the
Veterans Cemetery in Exeter on that day.
November also brings the Semi-Annual Communication of the
Grand Lodge, and we are all looking forward to getting together
with the brothers from the entire state for the afternoon meeting as
well as the Fall Festival in the evening. In addition, November also
brings the Annual Communication of Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8 on
the day after Thanksgiving. I look forward to paying tribute to
W∴Michael Picard who had a very successful year in the East. At
the same time, we look forward to the election and installation of
Brother Tony Rodrigues who has been a distinguished presence
and worthy brother of the lodge. These men strive to be their best
and give back to the community in so many ways. What an honor
it is for me to be present with them and celebrate their
accomplishments in Freemasonry.
With the celebration of Thanksgiving just a short time away, we
also look toward the Holiday Season as a time to continue giving
thanks for the many blessings we receive. Many of us will
reacquaint ourselves with family members and friends that

perhaps we have not seen in some time. For many, the holidays
are also a challenging time, especially if they have lost a loved one
over the past year. The holiday season also is a time when we
remember those who are less fortunate and who perhaps may not
share the bounty of life that so many enjoy. It is a great opportunity
for the Craft to shine and give back to the community and assist
those in need. I have yet to hear of a lodge in our jurisdiction that
does not provide some type of charity to those in need during the
holidays. It makes me proud to be counted among such fine and
distinguished men. May our hearts always be open to those in
need for the measure wherein we give certainly is the measure
wherein we receive. Brandt and I wish to extend our fraternal and
best wishes for a safe and happy holiday season and look forward
to being with all of you in celebrating our New Year!


CENTRAL DISTRICT

RWRick Baccus, DDGM
“Faith of our Fathers, living still, In spite of dungeon, fire and
sword.”
St. Catherine

On August 25, 2018 we lost one of the true American military
heroes, Captain John Sidney McCain III, US Navy, Retired. Shot
down over Vietnam in 1967, he suffered as a prisoner of war for
over five years in North Vietnam. He returned to freedom in 1973
earning a Silver Star for his heroism in captivity, our nation’s 3rd
highest decoration for valor in combat. In his 1999 book, “Faith of
My Fathers” he recalls that both the legacy of his father and
grandfather, both US Navy admirals, sustained him during his
darkest hours in captivity.
On September 7, 2018 we lost another veteran who I knew. He
was drafted during the Korean War in January 1952 and was
trained in the Infantry at Fort Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania where
he was discharged in January 1954. He earned an Honorable
Discharge as a corporal but could have been promoted had he
stayed on active duty. Although he did not earn any meritorious
decorations, I still considered him a hero. Charles “Fred” Baccus
taught me the important lessons in life and how to be a gentleman.
I did not know until I was about to enroll in the Reserve Officer
Training Corps in 1970 that he had served, let alone that I was
born at Ft. Indiantown Gap in a hospital tent. My birth certificate
just read Lebanon, PA. As John McCain said, it was the “Faith of
Our Fathers” that sustained us.


I congratulate Worshipful Master Charlie Wilkinson and his officers
upon their installation at Ionic Lodge No. 28 on September 28. I
wish you fair winds and calm seas during your year in office. That
night, I had the pleasure of installing another US Navy Veteran,
Master Chief Earl Mann, a decorated hero of World War II earning
the Distinguished Service Cross, our nation’s 2nd highest
decoration for valor. My congratulations go out to the officers of
Ionic Lodge.
I want to pass on a reminder regarding a change to the Blue Book
dates. My visitation to their lodge has been moved from November
23, 2018, to January 18, 2019. Daylight Lodge’s Annual
Communication will be November 10 with the district organization
meeting preceding the annual, at the Scottish Rite Masonic
Center. As a reminder the Grand Master’s visitation is scheduled
for November 24. Please feel free to contact me at
rickbaccus@cox.net or at 401-413-6281 to let us know of any
lodge events Rick and I should attend.

“Faith of our fathers, holy faith! We will be true to thee till death.”

_____________________________________________________________________
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similarities and posed the theory that perhaps some of the lessons
of Freemasonry might have had their roots in the ancient teachings
of Confucius. It was a fascinating comparative, and a memorable
presentation by Brother Irizarry.

SOUTHERN DISTRICT
R∴W∴Gilbert J. Fontes, Jr.
Greetings Brethren,
“Time is a sort of river of passing events, and strong is the current;
no sooner is a thing brought to sight than it is swept by and another
takes its place, and this too will be swept away.”
Marcus Aurelius

The above quote by Marcus Aurelius really stood out to me as I
was thinking about “time”. Where does the time go? It’s hard to
believe our Grand Lodge Semi-Annual Communication is coming
in a couple of weeks. In our districts events, visitations, and annual
meetings are taking place. A new calendar year is only two months
away! Why does time seem to go by so fast? I am sure there are
many theories and maybe we can ask a brother from the Collegivm
to take it up as a lecture subject; but until then, I want to encourage
you to live in this moment. Experience everything this moment has
to offer.
With that said, please join me in giving the new officers of Hope
Lodge No. 25 and Charity Lodge No. 23 our best wishes as they
begin their new Masonic year. A special thank you to W∴James
“Hondo” Haldeman for once again serving as Master of Hope
Lodge. The southern district lodges are busy with many
candidates and many great events. I encourage all brethren, from
all districts to visit a southern district lodge.
I look forward to seeing you all at the Grand Lodge Semi-Annual
Communication and Fall Festival on November 17 (be sure to
order tickets from the Grand Lodge).
Future Southern District annual communications are scheduled at:
Franklin Lodge No. 20 January 19, 2019
Mt Vernon Lodge No. 4 February 22, 2019
Jay, Kathy, Blanca, and I thank the Sothern District Lodges for all
of the support and hospitality during our time with you. We wish
you and your families a blessed holiday season and look forward
to sharing more time with you and experiencing more moments.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
By: W∴Timothy L. Culhane, P.M.
Greetings from St. Johns No. 1 Providence. The latter half of our
summer was quiet, with only a few events. The lodge’s annual
family picnic was held at the Masonic Youth Center on Sunday,
August 19. It was well attended with over 100 brothers, families,
candidates, and guests in attendance. W∴Richard Gonzalez and
Junior Warden Scott Miller and his team did a great job of
guaranteeing that there was plenty of food, fun, and fellowship. We
all got the chance to catch up on our summer activities, enjoy each
other’s company, and remember those who could not be with us,
or were no longer able to attend.
We held our first regular communication of the 2018-19 Masonic
year on Wednesday, September 19. There was a special program
for the night so the lodge opened at 5:30 PM. After dinner, the
program was sponsored by the COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM and
presented by Brother Joshua Irizarry. Titled, “Was Confucius a
Mason”, Brother Irizarry presented multiple examples comparing
the teachings of Confucius and the lessons of Freemasonry. He
then offered multiple premises as to why there are so many

After the program, W∴Tony Marcello presented a shadow box in
memory of R∴W∴Edward L. Calamar which will be on display in
the lobby of the Scottish Rite Masonic Center. It contained items
of interest and special meaning reflecting R∴W∴Calamar’s
dedication to the Craft. To the brothers, it was also a stark
reminder of how our brothers who have passed have influenced
and enriched each of our lives, and how gazing on simple objects
of their brief time with us can invoke the deepest of meaning and
the richest of memories.
A great start to the year, the September Communication was well
attended, with 52 members present, eight visitors, and 13
members representing the COLLEGIVM. We were treated to a
closing by M∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, P.G.M. He was assisted in
closing by W∴Timothy Culhane who commented, “Now I know how
(Past Grand Marshal) Gilly felt,” lodge was closed at 8:47 PM.
In November our communication will be held on the second
Wednesday, November 14 at 6:00 PM. This is because the third
Wednesday falls on Thanksgiving Eve. At the time of this writing,
the scheduled program will be on the effects of pop culture on
Freemasonry and the effects of Freemasonry on pop culture to be
delivered by W∴Timothy Culhane.
For the regular communication on December 19 we are proud to
continue the inter-lodge visitations established with Ezekiel Bates
Lodge in Attleboro, MA. This year we will be hosting Ezekiel Bates.
There is no scheduled program for the evening. Instead, after
opening and closing our lodges, we will share the remainder of the
evening for fun, brotherhood, and the exchange of ideas. It is the
hope of W∴Richard Gonzalez that the night will be a night
dedicated to fellowship. Lodge will open at 6:00 PM.
Being ever mindful of the needs of others, on December 22, we
will host the annual holiday food basket event at the Scottish Rite
Masonic Center, starting at 6:30 AM. For many years this program
has provided much needed food and relief for approximately 100
distressed families. It is a powerful example of extreme
organization and how many hands can make light work. “To relieve
the distressed is a duty incumbent on all men; but particularly on
Masons” and as Masons we can have a significant and positive
effect on our communities.
If you would like to join us for dinner at our November 14 or
December 19 regular communication please call Brother Bob
Gervais at 401-861-1757 no later than the Sunday before the
scheduled communication and leave a message stating your
name, your lodge, and that you would like to join us! Dinners are
$10.00, and the menu is published in each month’s trestleboard.
We hope that you can join us at St. Johns.
W∴Richard Gonzalez, the Wardens, and Brethren, of St. Johns
Lodge would like to wish everyone a joyous and merry holiday
season and a happy, safe, and prosperous New Year.


Harmony Lodge No. 9
By: W∴ Michael A. Cunningham, P.M.
As Harmony Lodge continues its autumn schedule, there has been
no shortage of activities providing members opportunities to meet
fellow brethren and enjoy what the Craft has to offer. Members of
Harmony Lodge were welcomed back to labor in the fall with a
newly renovated lodge room.
(continued on page 14)
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appropriate candidate investigations in time for the Entered
Apprentice degree that is currently planned to be held in January.
As always, please refer to www.harmony9.org and your monthly
trestleboard for specific event details, including instructions for
placing reservations. Please continue to support your lodge and
participate as you are able.


Morning Star Lodge No. 13
By: W∴Justin Molitor, P.M.
Greetings Brethren,

In addition to freshly painting the lodge room, all the chairs were
removed, and replaced with benches (with custom-made cushions
on order), which will provide a much more comfortable experience
for members on the sidelines. In addition, the flooring was replaced
with new carpet, as well as a mosaic pavement and tessellated
border. A new audio/visual system was also installed, along with
updated WiFi capabilities, which should allow for more efficient if
not more enjoyable presentations during future lodge meetings.
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to this major building
project over the summer months while Harmony was at recess.
A summer steak fry was held in August during what would typically
be a lodge meeting night had the lodge not been at summer
recess. Close to 35 attendees enjoyed an informal evening of
fellowship and given the attendance it is clear that the brethren
enjoy opportunities for casual meetings with fellow Masons. In that
spirit, Brother Bill Laliberte who is now leading Harmony’s Fellow
Craft club is working diligently to plan social evenings for members
to meet in informal venues and to continue fellowship
opportunities. Keep an eye on Harmony’s monthly notice for
events coming soon!
At September’s monthly communication, Harmony welcomed its
newest members to the lodge, as Brothers Armen Avagyan, Ralph
Carlini, and Jan Zukowski. They signed Harmony’s by-laws after
demonstrating their proficiency in the Master Mason Degree.
Congratulations gentlemen and welcome to Harmony. The lodge
looks forward to your continued participation in Harmony activities
as we move forward together!

Morning Star Lodge has been very busy since returning from
summer recess. At our September Communication, we hosted the
Paranormal Legends Society, who over the summer, had spent a
few nights investigating the ghoulish activities in our building. They
showed us an array of voice recordings that they captured while
asking different questions in the various areas of the lodge. While
they were giving their presentation, they stated that they are very
interested in conducting investigations of some of the other older
lodge buildings throughout the state. If any other lodges may be
interested, please feel free to contact me for the team’s contact
information. That same evening our two newest brothers signed
our by-laws and became full-fledged members of Morning Star
Lodge. Congratulations to both Brother Richard Babcock and
Brother Richard Naud on completing this step of your Masonic
journey and we all welcome you to our historic lodge.
At our October Communication we welcomed our DDGM
R∴W∴Andre Faria and a large and distinguished suite into our
lodge. The program that evening was a very informative
presentation about the J.F.K Museum. This night was what
Freemasonry is all about. A great night out with our brothers
sharing in fellowship and comradery.
In November we are hosting the Sword of Bunker Hill Degree. This
will be held on Saturday, November 3 and all Fellow Craft and
above are welcome to come and join us for this Patriotic Degree.
At our stated communication on November 8 we will be conferring
the Fellow Craft Degree on our awaiting candidates. We have
been receiving a good number of applicants recently and will be
putting together a large class of Entered Apprentice within the next
few months.
Our doors are always open, and all are always welcome.



Jenks Lodge No. 24
By: Brother Anthony M. Amaral

Looking forward, Harmony has several activities planned over the
next few months. The lodge’s annual meeting will be held on
Tuesday, November 20, where the next presumptive Worshipful
Master, Brother Rob Izzi will ascend to the East as Harmony Lodge
begins its next Masonic year. Please note the 5:00 PM start time
(but please confirm meeting logistics in the November monthly
communication once it is available). The annual banquet will be
held on Saturday, December 1 from 12:00 Noon to 4:00 PM at
Valley Country Club in Warwick. Additional details will be
forthcoming. Harmony’s annual Christmas party will be held on
Saturday, December 15, 12:00 Noon at the Doric Masonic Center.
Additional event details will be provided in Harmony’s November
and December monthly notices.

As we head into the final months of our lodge year, Jenks and its
officers are diligently working on the designs displayed on the
trestleboard. As we approach the holiday season I’m reminded of
all the visitations, events, and time spent with my fellow brothers
and their families. I am of the opinion that Jenks Lodge has
continued to grow as a lodge and a family through these
interactions. Whether it be an impromptu movie with our spouses
and children, a potluck with our families on a Sunday rehearsal
night, or a visitation to a sister lodge for a scheduled meeting or
event with other officers and brethren of the lodge, I can’t think
back to a moment that wasn’t thoroughly enjoyable. When I started
this journey nine years ago I never knew that this organization
could affect me, my family, and my life in such a profound way. I
found the place I was meant to be and have made the greatest
connections because of it. I’m truly grateful for being sponsored,
raised and the continued brotherhood I have received through
each of these years.

Finally, please note that the deadline for prospective candidate
applications are due no later than December 1. This will allow for

In continuation of our planned year, the following lodge nights and
events will occur over the holiday months:
(continued on page 15)
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•

•

•

•

Sunday, November 25, 6:00 PM Roger Williams and
Jenks lodge will be hosting an evening at the Comedy
Connection. Doors will open at 5:30 PM with the show
beginning at 6:00 PM. All proceeds from the evening will
go directly to the Rhode Island Special Olympics and our
yearly Penguin Plunge. Tickets can be purchased at the
door or from your lodge’s Special Olympics
representative. Cost of the ticket is $25 and will include
performances by 3 comedians.
Monday, November 26, at 6:00 PM Dinner, 7:00 PM
lodge opens. Presentation for the evening will be by
Brother Andrew Hammer. Brother Hammer is the Past
Master of Alexandria-Washington Lodge No. 22 and
holds a Gold Card in the Grand Lodge of Virginia (which
certifies his proficiency in all aspects of Masonic Ritual).
He is the author of the book “Observing the Craft” and
has performed presentations across the globe.
Monday, December 17, 6:00 PM Dinner, 7:00 PM lodge
opens. This will be our officer step-up night and the Jenks
awards evening.
Tuesday, January 1, the 42nd Annual Penguin Plunge to
support Rhode Island Special Olympics. This year will
commemorate 50 years of the Special Olympics. Please
join us and the lodges of Rhode Island in cheering on or
plunging into the ocean at Roger Wheeler beach while
raising donations for this amazing organization. Please
check with your lodge’s Special Olympics representative

All dinner reservations should be made one week before the event.
Reservations can be made by emailing dinner@jenkslodge.com or
by going to our website at www.jenkslodge.com We hope you find
the time to join us on any of these dates. We look forward to seeing
our visiting brethren.


Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
By: W∴Melvin Silverio, Master
Greetings brethren,
We will be conferring our 2018 Entered Apprentice Degree at our
December regular communication on December 8. I hope you can
join us in supporting our new members. The first degree is a
perfect opportunity to show our new members how strong and
diverse we are as a lodge. As we have been dedicating the
meetings to our Past Masters, it is only fitting to dedicate this
December evening to our Past Master Jonathan Snowman. During
our degree work our ladies along with children and guests will be
enjoying an evening of crafts by painting wine glasses and creating
ornamental wreaths and other holiday ornaments, which will also
be made for our Special Ladies. This is a special heartwarming
and personal gift to our Special Ladies especially during the
holiday season. Please be aware that Santa will be making an
appearance, on December 1. Please RSVP with the children’s
name, their age, to receive a small gift.
There is a tremendous need for help in our communities. One of
my goals for the year is empowering our members to organize and
lead community activities. Brother Tyler Ricardo Simoes will be
spearheading a clothing drive in November and December.
Brethren please help support this great cause by bringing in any
and all clothing items that you no longer use or need. Lightly used
or new. If you are able to purchase basic necessities such as socks
or other clothing items, it would be greatly appreciated. We will be
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collecting the items before lodge meetings in November and
December. We will be making the donations by December to the
Berkshire Place Nursing and Rehabilitation Center and
Crossroads of Rhode Island. Brother Brian “Doc” Kwetkowski will
coordinate a joint fundraising venture between Roger Williams,
Jenks, and Overseas Lodges to benefit the Rhode Island Special
Olympics. It will be held at the Comedy Connection in East
Providence on Sunday, November 25. The show starts at 6:00 PM,
doors open at 5:00 PM. This event is open to all including the
public, so please invite family and friends. It’s a 90-minute show,
so it’s not too late on a work night. There will be raffles and a sports
memorabilia auction. Tickets can be purchased for $25 each from
Roger Williams, Jenks, and Overseas Lodge or directly online
using the link:
www.ricomedyconnection.com.seatengine.com/shows/87760
for the Comedy Connection. Please join us for a fun and funny
evening to benefit a great charity. Also, for Special Olympics, we
will be supporting the Annual Penguin Plunge on Jan. 1. Please
donate or dedicate some of your time to plunge or help with the
set up. For any questions please reach out to Doc. Kwetkowski. I
would recommend that all brethren join our communication and
mailing lists to stay informed of all the many events and gatherings
that are to come. You can sign up in multiple ways, through our
website www.RogerWilliamsLodge.com, or by emailing us your full
name and lodge at Contact@RogerWilliamsLodge.com, on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/RogerWilliamsLodge or come to
one of our regular communications and ask an officer to join the
mailing list. We at Roger Williams Lodge No. 32 look forward to
enjoying your company, my brothers.


Collegivm Lvminosvm
By: W∴Michael Southern, Chancellor
Look at the calendar at: http://rimasons.org/calendar.
In our jurisdiction we have about 3,000 brothers and 24 lodges,
plus concordant bodies, associated bodies, and lodge activities of
all kinds. Anybody who’s ever tried to schedule a function,
especially across a district or the state will have realized that we’re
all trying to get 36 hours into a day and eight days into a week!
Into this hectic schedule several years ago the COLLEGIVM
LVMINOSVM was chartered as a lodge with the specific goal of
providing a publication and presentation forum for Masonic
programs of a more academic style. Our meetings although always
conducted in a tiled lodge were designed to dispense with much
of the normal business content of a lodge meeting, with the accent
being on the program itself, and with an encouragement of
discussion and participation.
It was clear for the first years of our formation that such a research
lodge was appreciated, and a great deal of interest was shown.
But I’ll again refer you to our calendar as a way of highlighting that
since the COLLEGIVM’s formation things have only got busier.
As I accepted and welcomed the role of Chancellor of the lodge
earlier this year I wondered if there was a better way of doing
things, bearing in mind that our goals are unlike those of a normal
lodge. Our business is not that of making Masons, our business is
that of discussing Freemasonry. My question was, is it better to do
that at our own meetings or at a lodge happy to open its doors to
us on a free night and in concordance with a busy calendar? It
seemed to me that this was more a lesson in scheduling conflict
management than anything else. So, my next thought was maybe
we advance our goals better by removing conflict instead of adding
to it.
(continued on page 16)
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So, at our last meeting in September we tried something a little
different. Enter W∴Richard Gonzales, of St Johns Lodge No. 1
Providence who offered St Johns not just as a venue, but as a
combined St. Johns - COLLEGIVM meeting. One of the challenges
in doing this is that COLLEGIVM programs are by design, longer
and more detailed than a standard lodge program. When
conducted in a lodge the evening’s agenda can become very full
and turn into a late night. There are also some protocols to
consider when one lodge meets within another lodge. Then there
is the dinner, without which things would fall apart fairly quickly.
But all it takes is care, planning, and resilience. Our September
meeting featured a presentation by Brother Josh Irizarry, “Was
Confucius a Freemason”? You’ll have to wait until we represent it
in the future as I won’t provide a synopsis here, but I think all
brothers present that evening found it an interesting and thoughtprovoking program. The schedule for the evening worked, St.
Johns conducted their business, the COLLEGIVM delivered
without haste an excellent program, and dinner took place.
This may well be the more successful format for our meetings in
the future by combining meetings. This will make it easier for many
brothers as possible to attend. I and the COLLEGIVM officers are
discussing this for the future.
Meanwhile, thanks to everyone who attended. I hope you had an
excellent evening, and to COLLEGIVM officers, and to W∴Richard
of St Johns who was willing to try something different for his first
meeting back after the summer recess!

(continued from Page 4, Brother in the Line of Fire)

Before the ink was dry upon the newspapers of 1914, Masonry
was being accused of espionage and spying. European Masonry
compared to American was much more exclusive and always held
the title as an “international secret society” with much smaller
numbers and a membership of the ruling elite compared to its
American cousins. Therefore by 1915, nations such as England,
Germany, and France were at each other’s throats accusing the
other of using the fraternity to undermine their respective war
efforts. This political shift never the less affected those lodges in
this European War in a great way.

late 1915 into early 1916, it would become apparent to many
lodges that the war would last far longer than anyone could have
estimated and the increased acts of German aggression towards
American neutrality would entice the US towards war. In his
address to the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of
Wisconsin in 1915, Grand Master Bernard F. Keeler said, "The
past year has been one which has wrung the hearts of all true
Masons because of the terrible conflict between nations in
progress across the water. Just at a time when the world was
congratulating itself on the achievements of Christian civilization
came an appeal to arms, and another attempt to settle questions
of right or wrong by military genius and physical prowess.” This
quote by Most Worship Keeler demonstrates the overall view and
sentiment of many American Masons towards the war in Europe,
but also the growing concern of Americans towards not only a
conclusion, but future national involvement by the US. His
statement much like the rest of America would be answered by the
authorization of a military increase of the Army to 150,000 and
500,000 men so after.
The United States Enters the War
The United States under President Woodrow Wilson entered the
War on April 6, 1917. The tune changed for American Masons. On
October 15, 1917, Most Worshipful Herbert Rice, the Grand
Master for Rhode Island wrote to the Junior Grand Warden, “It is
my purpose to bring to the attention of the brethren, the great
contribution the Masonic Fraternity is making in the cause of
international justice and freedom…the unquestioned loyalty on the
part of so many of our brethren who have enlisted in the world
struggle…the Grand Lodge can do no less then recognize its
appreciation and indebtedness by exhibiting a truly Masonic
interest in every brother in this jurisdiction in military service.”
Like many Americans at the time, the lodges of the United States
were swept into a national frenzy of patriotism and justice. Prior to
entering the war, the American flag was deemed to be
inappropriate furniture for a lodge. The War created a great
patriotic movement by lodges to acquire the national emblem for
their lodge rooms. Some even had flagpoles erected outdoors. By
the end of the War, nearly all lodges had "Old Glory" in their
rooms.i This sense of duty was directed towards the safeguard of
democracy and liberty not only in America but the world.

In England, by 1915 the Board of General Purposes of the Grand
Lodge of England passed an amendment requiring: "...all brethren
of German, Austrian, Hungarian or Turkish birth to abstain from
any Masonic meeting under English jurisdiction."
This clause would exclude naturalized British subjects. Many of
these citizens had sons and relatives fighting in the ranks of
English Army. Countering this act, German Masonic writers wrote,
“International Masonry is dead, and notwithstanding efforts to the
contrary, will remain dead. Let us, therefore, be German
Freemasons and work in our own way. We will have nothing more
to do with international relations...we will have no more official
relations. Long live German Freemasonry.” The previous bonds of
brotherhood that had only less than 12 months prior been
reinvigorated had now been completely severed on the
international stage among the grand lodges and political
influences of the time.
Freemasonry in the United States
Masons amongst the various jurisdictions in the United States
viewed the war across the Atlantic as many other Americans did.
As an “unfortunate European affair” and the nation, and lodges
maintained neutrality amongst its European cousins. However, by

Men who have been called to serve march through crowds of onlookers
on Gaspee Street in Providence, RI on June 3, 1918.

This certainly was more epitomized by the exalting of those
Masonic brothers who undertook the cause to fight and the care of
the lodges to aid and assist its members during this period of war
with many establish war boards to correspond and assist brothers.
(continued on page 18)
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Scottish Rite
Dyslexia Center

‘Race by the Bay’
On Saturday, November 3 at 10:00AM, the
Children’s Dyslexia Center of Rhode Island,
Scottish Rite's favorite charity, will hold its 9th
annual ‘Race By the Bay’. It’s a 10K and 5K race,
which starts and finishes in the Masonic Youth
Center on Long Street in Warwick. New this year
is a one mile kids run (within the park). The
course is USATF certified and in our eight-year
history has become very popular with the running
community. It is a flat scenic run/walk through the
neighborhoods of the Buttonwoods area and
Warwick City Park, with a beautiful view of the
Bay at the beginning and end.
The Children's Dyslexia Center of Rhode Island
opened in April 2001. The Center dedicated to the
remediation of dyslexia in children, provides the
highest quality multi-sensory reading and written
language tutorial services for children with
dyslexia at no cost to the children or family. The
Center uses the Orton-Gillingham approach, one
of the oldest most effective research validated
approaches to language remediation for
individuals with dyslexia. The Dyslexia Center
also offers a training course to qualified adults
who wish to become certified at the teacher level
of Orton-Gillingham. Graduate college credit is
available for successfully completing this course.
There is no charge for the course but there is a
fee charged by the college for graduate
credit. We are accredited by IMSLEC.

Daylight Lodge No. 48
Garibaldi Lodge Bus Trip to NYC
Friday, November 2, 2018

Last year the event drew 120 runners and 40
walkers with more expected this year. An
endeavor this size requires many hands. We
need, not only runners and walkers, but
volunteers to help with registration, food prep and
cooking, and distributing tee-shirts to runners and
walkers. We will need about 35 additional
volunteers on the course to man water stations
and ‘flaggers’ to direct the runners and walkers to
ensure their safety and avoid any loss of time. All
volunteers are welcome to join us for
refreshments at the conclusion of the race. This
fundraiser has been successful in the past
because of your help. I’m asking again if you can
give us a few hours to help make this a success
again. We rely on fundraisers and the generous
support of the Masonic community. Thank you so
much.
7:30 AM - Park Gates Open
8:00 AM - Registration Begins

$65.00 per person
Entered Apprentice Welcome!
Includes: Bus, Ticket, Lunch, & Extras!
RSVP by October 5th to:
R∴W∴Elliott Greene 401-828-4780 or ellyn576@gmail.com
Mail Checks Payable to:
Elliott Greene, Jr.
54 Rebecca St. Coventry, RI 02816

9:15 AM - Kids Mile
10:00 AM – 5K & 10K ‘By the Bay’ races start,
5K Walk begins immediately following
11:45 AM - Awards & Refreshments
For registration: bit.ly/2KKhH2s

For more information: please visit the Center’s
www.dyslexiari.org
If you can volunteer contact: Bob O’Brien @
401-487-4750 or bob.obrien@gmail.com.
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The Grand Lodge of Rhode Island assisted both financially and
provided family care among the various blue lodges in its
jurisdiction, some 500 members of the Craft who were fighting
overseas during 1917-1918. By 1917 when the American
Expeditionary Force (AEF) led by General John J. “Black Jack”
Pershing, a member of Lincoln Lodge No. 19, Nebraska, landed in
France, the ties of Masonic brotherhood were still deeply strong
amongst the soldiers fighting in the trenches.
“The Yanks Are Coming
Over There” Rhode Island
Freemasonry in Europe
With the arrival of American
troops and Masonic brothers
in France, lodges on the
home front worked tirelessly
to support the war effort. The
Rhode Island Masonic War
Board was composed of the
Grand Lodge Line at the time
from 1917-1921 and kept the
ties of Masonic communication strong amongst the
brothers overseas and their
home lodges.
Among the soldiers and sailors that enlisted and served overseas
during the war Rhode Island Masons numbered at 1,259 with St.
Paul’s Lodge No. 14 of Newport having 218 brothers enlist to fight.
From this number who served, 20 brothers making the ultimate
sacrifice during the war. Although a large number of these brothers
served in the Navy or coastal defenses, those who served in the
Army primarily served with the 26th Infantry Division commonly
referred to as the “Yankee Division” due to their distinctive unit
patch. The division was made up of soldiers from the New England
states and was one of the first units to make landfall and fight in
France.

Rhode Island soldiers of A Battery 103rd Field Artillery, 26th Division
during the Meuse-Argonne, fall 1918.

From the home front, Rhode Island Masons fighting received many
care packages from home from their brothers always hoping to
maintain soldier morale and never forgetting, “those over there.”
Brother Robert G. Foster of Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4 donated every
Christmas season during the war over 30 pounds of cigars and
cigarettes to be distributed amongst soldiers at the front. Not only
did the brothers from the home send good tidings of brotherly
affection to those abroad, but some even returned with patriotic
emblems to their lodges. Brother Harold H. Kelly, a Corporal of the
103rd Field Artillery, returned to Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4 on leave

and presented in open lodge a service flag with 17 stars
representing the brothers of the lodge in military service.

US Soldiers holding “Old Glory” with pride prior to embarking on
transports circa 1917.

In the Trenches: Bonds of the Traveling Men
The experience of soldiers during the war drastically changed
public opinion on the reality of combat compared to its traditional
heroic romanticism. Never before seen had such physical
destruction nor human death toll been seen in such a radically
short period of time. When the AEF landed in 1917, the soldiers of
the French and British were excited to have fresh support to the
never-ending static trench warfare that had settled in France and
Belgium for the last years of the war.
In effect the founding of military lodges by European then
American Masons demonstrated the opinion that the Great War
was the last “Gentleman’s War.” This was a belief of soldiers on
the front who shared bonds of solidarity for the hardships they had
suffered in the trenches. The 1914 Christmas Truce, Prisoner of
War Camps and soldier treatment by opposing sides display the
sense of humanity among opposing soldiers during the war.
While Masonry on the home front was swept up in the air of
nationalism and duty to country, the average soldier on the front
continued his Masonic practices. The landing of American forces
only continued this tradition on the front as Masons continued to
practice the Craft among their British and French allies in military
lodges. The matter of military lodges occupied some of the
attention of the nation's Grand Masters. Some Grand Lodges
opposed the chartering of military lodges on grounds that
candidates are better known in their own communities. However,
not all Grand Lodges followed this belief. One example of the
military lodges that was chartered after the war among the Army
of Occupation in Germany, was Overseas Lodge No. 40 from
Rhode Island which still continued well after the war serving first
veterans and later all military personal of the Craft who have
served.
The Armistice of 1918
The war ended at 11:00 AM on November 11 of 1918. Days after
the armistice, the process began for soldiers to return from the
front. In a letter addressed to the Grand Master of Rhode Island,
Brother Joseph Lawton, the Chairman of the Masonic War Board,
asked for continued support amongst Rhode Island Masons, “The
sudden cessation of the War to the recently signed armistice, has
changed conditions and we cannot foresee what immediate duties
(continued on page 19)
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will confront us…our boys abroad needed and asked for little. Now
that they will probably soon begin to return, they will have needs
more in line with those anticipated when it was deemed necessary
to create a fund to care for them.”

Veteran’s Day
‘Come One Come All Breakfast’

November 11, 2018
Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4
1515 Ten Rod Road
North Kingston, RI
From Route 4 take 102 North towards the Veteran’s
Cemetery and we are ½ mile on the right.
Join Us for Breakfast
Before the Wreath Laying Ceremony
at the Veteran’s Cemetery
Menu:
The 1919 Victory Parade near Providence City Hall welcomes the
returning soldiers back home.

The end of the war caused mass celebration with the nation. In
Rhode Island, soldiers returning from the front were welcomed with
open arms as the victors and defenders of freedom by the crowds.
Celebrations continued well into 1919 with a massive Victory
Parade held in Providence on May 5 to commemorate and
celebrate the victory.

Eggs, Bacon, Sausage
Home Fries
Toast, French Toast
Serving 8:30 – 9:30 AM (maybe later)
Donations Welcomed!

Conclusion
The Masonic War Board continued its work to provide support and
aid to brothers during the period of military occupation of Germany
until 1921. The drastic changes of the war brought forth not only
the new realities of horror to the world, but still displayed the
everlasting bonds of humanity and brotherly affection during a time
of world turmoil.
In a way, the end of the Great War brought about a close of the
last century and the dawn of the new. The kinship and bonds
formed by opposing soldiers would never again be as strong in the
later conflicts of the 20th Century due to increased political changes
and the realities of war. Masons not only had come to serve their
respective countries, but also continued to practice the Craft
abroad and while national interest affected the view of the
jurisdictions it never broke the bonds of brotherly affection of the
common brothers fighting on the front. For this simple reality the
actions of Masonry during the period of the First World War should
never be forgotten by us in the present, but seen as an example
that even under the most distressful periods the Craft can still be
found and brothers can be found on either side of the field.


Masonic Monument Wreath Laying Ceremony
RI Veterans Cemetery – Exeter, RI
November 11, 2018 -- 10:00 AM

Page 20 November/December 2018

__________________________________________________________________

Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue
East Providence, RI 02914-4556
Telephone: 401-435-4650
Fax: 401-435-4423
Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org
rifreemason@rimasons.org
Web Site: www.rimasons.org
Grand Lodge Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM

