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Grand Master’s Message
There is still much to do over the next few months as Gilly and I
intend to enjoy every handshake, brotherly embrace, and fraternal
smile. These are the moments that will last a lifetime. Gilly and I
thank all the brethren, this jurisdiction, as well as all our sister
jurisdictions for the support, friendship, and brotherly love. From
our hearts we wish you all the happiness you have given us and
may the Grand Architect of the Universe bless thee.
I congratulate R∴W∴Gil Fontes as he and W∴Jason Nystrom begin
their journey to the Grand East and R∴W∴Robert Ellston and
W∴Keith Moan as they ascend to the Grand Council. To the District
Deputy Grand Masters and my line of officers, thank you so much
by honoring our Grand Jurisdiction and serving this year.

Brother Peter Iacobucci
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Greetings Brethren,
The sands of time in our Masonic hourglass are swiftly coming to
a close. As I write this address my thoughts center on the fact that
this will be my last RI Freemason communication as your Grand
Master. Being so, I reflect not only on the year but also on many
of our teachings. Especially the emblems attached to the Master
Mason Degree. Those emblems are the embodiment of our
Masonic life and encompasses the physical foundation of Masonic
lodges as well as the behavioral lessons we embrace as Masons.
Particularly the Beehive, the Anchor and the Ark, the Scythe of
Time. The Beehive is self-explanatory as we must all “work
together” for the common good of man. Each lodge is a beehive
unto itself with its lodge tradition, social personality, and
Masonic/charitable objectives. Every Lodge, whether realized or
not, has a heading for the future.
That being said, the next emblem, the Anchor and the Ark, fits
nicely as the lodge is steered into the future. It must navigate the
tempestuous sea which I describe as the difficulties lodges
experience between the brethren. Not all are on board with the
direction of the Lodge. Yet, if we embrace the principles of the
Beehive, how can we become that anchor that is dragged along
slowing the Ark from moving forward and finding its new harbor?
Not one person can definitively know the future and therefore
support of new initiatives should be considered the wishes of the
officers and supported. There is always opportunity to review and
redirect. The journey is always to a new horizon not the old port.
“New” means “new” in the fact that it has not been previously done.
What about the Scythe of Time? This emblem can represent our
Masonic journey through the chairs of the lodge. We begin at
infancy and move up the ranks which is our flourishing as we
become Master of the lodge. Then when our year as Master is over
we are cut down. An important part of this emblem’s explanation
is to “nourish Mother Earth.” If we exchange that phrase to read
“nourish the lodge”, it takes on an important meaning. As every
Master ascending the ranks, he had a vision of his year as Master
and wanted all the brethren to support him. As a Past Master too
often we forget that we should continue to nourish the lodge and
support the new visions. We all share in the health and future of
Freemasonry. I will address this at the Annual Communication as
well.

In closing my brothers, in a few weeks our Annual Communication
will be upon us and the Scythe of Time will greet me as well. Yet,
the future holds hope as we usher in our 163rd Grand Master,
R∴W∴Glenn Carlson, to steer the ship. I pledge my support to
R∴W∴Carlson, the Grand Lodge Line, and the entire jurisdiction.
Gilly and I thank you for the opportunity to serve you and this
jurisdiction.

Blessing to you all,
M∴W∴Peter Iacobucci
Grand Master
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The Polar Plunge for Charity

Rhode Island Brother Visits the DMZ

By: Brother Brian Kwetkowski

By: R∴W∴Richard Lynch & W∴Michael Cunningham

This image blanked deliberately

On Sunday, January 21, 2018, Rhode Island Freemasons from
around the state joined together to benefit an awe-inspiring charity,
the Rhode Island Special Olympics. It was a spectacular event,
with several blue lodges as well as Grand Lodge well represented.
RI Freemasons had over 100 plungers sign up for the event, which
was rescheduled from its usual January 1st date due to inclement
weather. The weather did not deter any of the brothers this day.
As a team, RI Freemasons raised over $17,000 which was the
second highest total out of all the teams at the event. This is
something for all of us to be proud of. Next year we aim to be the
highest as we finished less than $3000 behind the Hopkins Hill Fire
Department.
We met in the parking lot at Roger Wheeler State Beach early that
morning. Brothers from around the state set up a tent and brought
refreshments and enjoyed each other’s company. Most Worshipful
Peter Iacobucci presented a check for $5,000 as a match from
Grand Lodge to the CEO of the RI Special Olympics, Dennis
DeJesus with several of the brothers surrounding him. When it was
getting close to noon, the brethren came to the beach where the
time clock arch proudly displayed two RI Freemason banners. At
noon, several brothers made the plunge with others cheering them
on. Afterwards, the brethren spent a little more time together
before departing. The water was cold but that was nothing
compared to the warmth and support that the Craft exuded on this
day.
All RI Freemasons deserve credit for doing their share to make this
event a success. In addition, I would like to honor Brother Anthony
Amaral and Brother Jonathan Snowman for their hard work.
Without them, 100 brothers would have been difficult to
achieve. Also, thanks to Brother Bob Frank for building the arch
that was in full display at the beach for the event. Looking forward
to next year already.


I recently had a conversation with W ∴Mike Cunningham, P.M. of Harmony Lodge
about travels to foreign countries. W ∴Mike told me about a fairly recent business trip
he had to a very contentious part of the world. I thought our brothers would be
interested in his visit……Editor

Attached are a few pics from my trip to Korea a few years ago.
As requested, a little about my background, I am a technical
consultant in the biotechnology field and have been working with
Samsung as they expand their business into the manufacturing of
biologics-based medicines. They, are building several production
facilities in Incheon, South Korea (about 40 miles west of Seoul,
and about 20 miles south of the DMZ with North Korea).
During one of my trips, I visited the DMZ and JSA (Joint Security
Area) for a tour that was run by the USO. Unfortunately, relations
have gotten much more hostile since my last visit.”
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The Wages of a Mason
By: Brother Joseph A. Pine, III
In today’s world of Bitcoin, ATM’s, and being able to purchase a
coffee just by showing an app on your phone, the wages of
Masonry have not changed and for that I am thankful. I received
my yearly wages on a cold and windy Thursday a few weeks
before Christmas. While dealing with the hustle and bustle of the
holiday season and getting ready for the Rhode Island Shriners ‘All
Units’ party I stopped at a local veteran owned barber shop to get
a haircut. When walking in I never thought that the greatest gift of
the year would be bestowed upon me. I had no idea while I waited
to be called for the next available barber chair that I was about to
receive a year's worth of Masonic wages.
I sat in the chair and after a brief explanation of what I would like
the young women to do to my hair, or the lack thereof, we engaged
in the pleasant conversation that happens while getting a haircut.
She asked what I did for a living and I told her that my wife and I
are pre-law students at Roger William University after serving in
the US Army. Looking in the mirror I could see that the woman had
something on her mind but I didn’t know what, she mentioned that
I looked familiar but neither she nor I could place where we would
have known each other. We continued our conversation when she
asked what I did for fun; I proudly told her that I am a Shriner and
a Shriner Clown.
All of a sudden, the look on her face turned from polite attention to
a deep sense of care, by this time she had stopped cutting my hair
and excitedly asked me if I had a picture of myself in grease
(Clown slang for our costumes). I quickly opened my phone and
showed her a picture of me as ‘Woody’. With a tear in her eye and
scissors in her hand, she hugged me and began to tell me that her
son was a patient at Shriners Hospital (Springfield) and had been
treated for cleft palette and that they had seen Woody at the West
Warwick St. Patrick’s Day parade as well as Gaspee Days parade.
Woody is her son’s favorite clown (clearly this boy hasn’t seen
many clowns). Selfishly my heart was beaming with pride, this
young woman embraced me like I was the surgeon that performed
that operation. I asked how her son was doing and was told that it
was like nothing ever happened and he is very happy and active.
After we finished with my haircut I knew what I had to do, I rushed
home picked out a great picture of ‘Woody’, printed it out and
headed back to the barber. Once I fought through traffic I arrived
as the young lady was packing up and getting ready to end her
shift. As I opened the door she had a look of concern on her face
maybe thinking something was wrong with my haircut. I assured
her that she did a great job and asked her what her son's name
was. She told me, and I asked her if she had a marker because I
wanted to personally autograph a picture of Woody. As I
autographed the picture and handed it to her with tears in her eyes
she said, “you have really made my son’s Christmas”.
I did everything I could to choke back the tears and wished her a
Merry Christmas. At that moment it hit me like an anvil falling from
a 100-story building (picture from an old Looney Tune skit). The
labor of 365 days was paid in full by a mom’s joyful tears.
Being a Mason to me is so much more than the ability to proudly
wear the Square and Compass and all the pomp and circumstance
of lodge night.
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On the Road Again
By: Brother Bob St. Jean, Assistant Rabban

Memories of those halcyon days of my youth seem to come back
to me more and more as I grow older. Many of you may also recall
those bygone days of youthful naiveté and exuberance, when all
body parts worked effortlessly and without pain, and when the
highlights of our lives consisted primarily of summers off from
school and the family vacation. That ever-more-frequent flood of
pleasant memories really hit me hard a few weeks ago when I went
on a big road trip with a Past Potentate friend of mine. This was
just a 38-hour car excursion, but it’s intensity and purpose made
me feel a lot like a boy again.
First, some background information. As you all should know by
now the Shrine is looking to increase membership. To that end we
are partnering with Grand Lodge in sponsoring new membership
events, the first of which was held on January 20 at Arooga’s in
Warwick. Hopefully, details of this event will be covered elsewhere
within this publication (but if not, anyone having access to the
Scimitar will be able to learn more in the February issue). Many
techniques for boosting membership have been discussed by the
Shrine Divan (our leadership group). One such idea, and the only
one that I will cover here, is the creation of additional commoninterest units for new and existing Nobles. As a point of definition,
common-interest units are “No” or “Low” cost activity groups such
as the Clowns, Motor Corp., Directors, Artisans, Legion of Honor,
Temple Guard, Oriental Band, etc. Out of our brainstorming
sessions many good ideas emerged, including a “gaming unit”,
“beer/wine brewing unit”, “cigar unit”, “shooting club unit” and
“investment unit”. Keep in mind that these ideas are all just a start,
as what it really takes to create these (or some other kind of new
unit) is for a group of Nobles (5 or more) to get together and submit
a formal request to the Potentate. A unit room will be assigned
accordingly, and the new unit will be required to establish simple
by-laws and publish a regular meeting date and time for once-amonth unit gatherings. But now, enough with background
information. Let’s get back on track with my personal story.
All of the aforementioned suggestions were certainly appealing to
me, but the one idea that caught my interest the most was
something that I had learned about earlier from a clown named
“Percy the Painter.” Back in June of last year my wife and I had
the opportunity to travel to Montreal to participate in the annual
Karnak Shrine Temple visitation. A large group of fellow RI
Shriners attended as well, including my friend, Past Potentate
Glenn Medeiros. Upon entering the lobby of our hotel, we were
awestruck by the sight of a bright green and yellow three-wheeled,
motorized vehicle, the appearance of which was familiar yet
strange. We quickly learned that it was a custom built “big-wheels
for men” made by NTC Drift Trikes of Urbana, OH. It’s owner, a
Karnak clown known widely as “Percy the Painter”, kept it in the
front of the lobby as promotional eye-candy. Suffice it to say it’s
presence haunted me throughout the visitation, right up until the
time that it was taken away for use in the traditional parade. Again,
this vehicle just blew me away, and it had the same effect on
Glenn.
Upon returning home Glenn and I began to formalize our plans for
a new Drifter Unit. We immediately began communicating with
NTC in the hope of designing and purchasing two Drifters; but
partly because of our indecision (there are many, many options –
and we’re both like two kids in a candy store), it took us a full year
to conclude the deal. When the day of delivery was near, we
(continued on page 6)
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(continued from Page 5, On the Road Again)

decided to save a little money by making a road trip to Urbana, OH
to pick-up our two new drifters. I have a small 4’X8’ trailer which
we were sure would do the trick. Wow, we weren’t wrong, but we
certainly weren’t totally right either.
On January 10, at 10:00 PM Glenn and I hit the road. We both
prayed for no snow throughout the trip and I’m happy to say that
our prayers were answered. However, God’s answers are often
unexpected because it rained continuously throughout our entire
back and forth journey. Glenn, who is used to working nights,
drove through the darkness, and I took over the wheel around 6:00
AM. Obviously it’s hard to sleep in a car, but my dozing on and off
prevented me at least from repeatedly asking that universally
annoying question: “Are we there yet?” Our plan was to arrive at
the local Urbana airport and test out our Drifters in a hanger before
we loaded them onto my trailer. Of course, the heavy rain put an
end to that idea. Instead, we inched my little trainer into NTC’s
much larger box trailer to load/secure them while out of the rain.
Everything worked, that is until we drove away to begin a 10-hour
trip leading to an overnight stay at my daughter’s home in
Haddonfield, NJ. It was soon after we left Urbana that we realized
that the multiple tarps we used to cover the cargo and floor of the
trailer were of limited use in the heavy wind and downpours that
we experienced. In other words, the Drifters got soaked with rain
and road wash. Yuck! But despite the tarps flapping (with 25 or
more bungies holding them down) and the car and trailer thrashing
about due to the wind, we kept our composure and tried to offset
the bad conditions with raucous humor and good conversation. As
a testament to our funny lengthy talks, both Glenn and I remain
close friends despite the trip. Thank you, Glenn, because most
other Nobles might have been put off by my constant inane
yapping!
Well, we made it back home in one piece. Very tired but happy
with our precious cargo. That’s not where the story ends, though.
We now have a small cadre of Drifter owners in the Shrine. Glenn
and I will soon be joining Noble Mike Britto in forming a triumvirate
of Drifter riders for show-boating in our many Shrine parades.
Once the weather clears, we’ll all be out at Buttonwoods practicing
precision parade routines intended to wow the crowds. Currently,
we will be working under the auspices of the Motor Corps Unit, but
as soon as we get a few more Nobles to pony up for their own
Drifters, we’ll take the next step to create our own specialized unit.
Drifter costs run from between $1,000 to $3,500, so suffice it to
say, that in order to become a “Drifter” member will require some
up-front commitment. But, boy-oh-boy, golly-gee, and oh-mygosh, just think of all the fun that you’ll have when you have your
own man-toy. And, as a further incentive, know that Glenn and I
will be only too happy to go on another road trip.
Anyone interested in becoming a Shriner, and/or a member of the
“Drifters”? Please send me an e-mail at bobstjean99@verizon.net,
or call me on my cell at 401-529-0707. Thank you, and remember,
in the Shrine it’s all about having fun with a purpose.


The Deputy Grand Master’s
Acceptance Speech Given at the
Semi-Annual Communication of Grand Lodge
November 18, 2017
Most Worshipful Grand Master, Most Worshipfuls,
Right Worshipfuls, Worshipfuls and Brethren all,
Good Afternoon,
I thank all of you who wrote my name on that small
white ballot today. By doing so, you have bestowed upon me
a tremendous honor and I am truly grateful and humbled to accept
the position of Grand Master. I promise to represent you and this
great jurisdiction to the best of my ability. Your confidence in me
will not be misplaced. I also thank M∴W∴Kenneth N. Bruns PGM
for selecting me as his appointment in 2010. I hope I have lived up
to his expectations. I must also thank R∴W∴Paul S. DeMonti, his
Grand Marshal as well, for bringing me to M∴W∴Bruns’ attention
during his selection of candidates. Unfortunately, I had to refuse a
few earlier Masonic appointments due to my family obligations, as
we all profess family comes first and I owed this time to my
daughters as they went through middle and high school. Once they
were of college age, they found their wings and left the nest,
allowing me to refocus on my Masonic commitments.
Thank you to all the Past Grand Masters for reappointing me for
each of your respective years, I learned so much
under your leadership and thank all of you for your wise counsel. I
thank Worshipful Brother W. Scott Alger for taking this ride along
with me, even though he drove most of the time! I couldn’t have
made a better choice in a Master of Ceremonies and look forward
to the year and a half we have ahead of us.
I would like to acknowledge the brothers of my mother
lodge, Manchester No.12 and my affiliate lodge, St. Johns No. 1
Providence. I hope you will be able to join Scott and me and travel
with us on this amazing and unforgettable journey. I must not
forget to thank my beautiful and loving wife, Dawn and my beautiful
daughters; Chelsea and Adriana, because without their love,
support and understanding over the years I wouldn’t be here at this
podium today. I would also like to acknowledge and thank my
parents. My mom, Pauline who will turn 91 this coming
Thanksgiving and my dad, Herman Carlson. Unfortunately, he
passed away in 2009 before I was appointed, but I know he is
always with me in spirit. They are responsible for the upbringing I
had which was filled with life lessons, learning, and love. The
values they instilled in me growing up and Freemasonry make me
the man who is standing before you.
And now for those three little words you have all been waiting for
“and In conclusion”, I would like to announce my appointment
for District Deputy Grand Master for the Southern District for
the upcoming year of 2018-19. I have selected a true Mason, I
don't think you could pack anymore of our Masonic tenants and
virtues into
this
brother.
I
jokingly
call
him
Mr.
Freemasonry, R∴W∴Gilbert Fontes, Jr., who has chosen
W∴Jason M. Nystrom to be his Grand Master of Ceremonies. 
I thank you all again my Brethren, May God Bless you,
God Bless the United States of America and God Bless
Freemasonry!
Sincerely and Fraternally submitted,
Glenn S. Carlson

____________________________________________________________________

Masonic Veteran’s
Association of Rhode Island
By: W∴Frank Allen, President
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Rhode Island DeMolay
By: Brother Michael Lawson
Executive Officer

The Annual Meeting of the Masonic Veteran’s Association was
held on January 31, 2108 at Davenport’s Restaurant in East
Providence. There were 46 in attendance, including 16 ladies.
Each lady was given a gift from the President as a small token of
his appreciation of their support for our organization. It was great
to have the ladies with us again, and we thank them for their
support.
Following dinner, the regular business of the Association was
conducted. We went right into our Annual Meeting were the annual
reports were read and approved. We then held the election of
officers. The following brothers were elected to serve for the
coming year: Venerable President, Glenn Gardner; Vice
President, Ken Angilly; Secretary, Dave Mahon; Treasurer, Dave
Bradley; Stewards, Rick Lynch and Doug Siple; and Ken Phillips
was elected as Chaplain. The meeting was then turned over to
the new president, who conducted the remainder of the business
of the Annual Meeting. He thanked Frank Allen for his year as
President and hoped he could continue Frank’s good work.
Brother Ken Phillips then gave us a presentation about some
interesting and heartening stories about Masons serving on both
sides during the Civil War. It was very interesting and enlightening.
We then held the Gift Card Raffle and gave away four Gift Cards
to various restaurants plus one door prize. The president then
closed the meeting and wished all a safe journey home.
The Masonic Veteran’s Association is an organization of Masonic
Veterans. You do not have to have any military service to be a
member. Qualifications for membership are; 15 years as a Master
Mason or 50 years of age. Initiation fee is $5.00 and Annual Dues
are $7.00. Applications are available from our Secretary, Dave
Mahon at masonicvets@gmail.com.


Congratulations to Pawtucket Chapter and Dominic Morales on his
installation as Master Councilor for the ensuing year! We are sure
that Rhode Island DeMolay will continue to grow in Pawtucket
under your leadership. Fidelity Chapter will be holding its
installation in April, more details to come via Facebook and email.
Please consider following Rhode Island DeMolay on Facebook to
stay up to date on all our adventures!
Rhode Island DeMolay will be hosting its Annual Conclave on
September 7-9 at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Warwick. Please mark
your calendar as a new state suite of officers will be installed at
our banquet on Saturday at 6:00 PM. At the closing of the
Conclave, we will confer the Legion of Honor Investiture at 9:30
AM. This investiture is open to the public.


Grand Council of Royal and Select Master
Masons of Rhode Island

Rhode Island Grand Assembly
Rainbow for Girls

By: Mark D. Thompson, M.I.G.M.

By: Lynn Gebler, Supreme Inspector

On March 24, 2018, the Grand Council of Rhode Island held its
Annual Communication. I would like to thank everyone for their
support the past two years. I am looking forward to another
successful year leading the Grand Council of Rhode Island. This
year is a historic year for the Council of Royal and Select Master
Masons in Rhode Island because March 28, 2018 marked 200
years of Council in Rhode Island with the founding of Providence
Council No.1. The Grand Council was not formed until 1860, with
the first Most Illustrious Grand Master, James Salisbury, 1860 1866.

Rhode Island Rainbow will be having its charity event, a Read and
Game A-Thon, on Saturday, April 14 from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.
It will be held at the Westerly Masonic Center, 20 Elm Street. Miss
Kiya Thompson, Grand Charity, and her Assembly representatives
have been planning the event under the guidance of Mrs. Barbara
Parisella, PGWA, Grand Executive Committee. Pledge sheets are
available from each assembly representative. This year’s charity
is the Platelet Disorder Support Association. The minimum pledge
amount is $12.00. There will be snacks and awards. Please invite
your sons and daughters to join us.

There are a few upcoming events in the Grand Council and York
Rite over the next several months. On June 23 the Grand Councils
of Rhode Island and Massachusetts will be holding the third annual
festival at DeBlois Council No. 5 in Portsmouth, RI. If you are
interested in attending the festival either as a candidate or a Select
Master, there will be more information sent to the local councils
soon. There is also going to be a York Rite Unity night, details to
be made available soon. On June 30 there will be our York Rite
picnic, which is held annually at Companion Cliff Cost’s farm in
Foster, RI. Please look to the local Council Recorders for
information regarding these events.


Grand Representatives Day will be held on Saturday, May 17 at
1:30 PM at the Doric Masonic Center in Cranston. The Grand
Representatives will give their reports. Hannah Lawson, GWAA
will announce the 2018-2019 Grand Family at the end of the
afternoon. Please come join us!


Visit Rhode Island Freemasonry
at

www.rimasons.org

Page 8

April/May 2018

__________________________________________________________________________

Brothers of the White Ash

Robert J. Allen Medical Equipment
Distribution Center

By: R∴W∴Michael Douglas
We are located at the
second entrance gate at
the Masonic-Shrine Youth
Park at 116 Long Avenue
in
the
Buttonwoods
section of Warwick.
For more information contact Brother George Donahue on the
Medical Equipment Center cell phone at 401-451-0184. You can
also email us at rifreemason@rimasons.org. It is important that
we know you are coming so that we can schedule pickups,
deliveries and maintenance work accordingly. Your help will be
greatly appreciated.

This picture was taken at the recent winter meeting of
the BWA (Brothers of the White Ash) Masonic cigar club that was
held on Sunday afternoon January 28. The BWA has been in
operation for over 12 years, boasts over 200 members and
is wholly comprised of Master Masons.

Washington Lodge No. 3

The club hosts quarterly meetings, Spring, Summer, Winter and
Fall. We move the meetings between various cigar-friendly lodges,
member's homes, and retail establishments. The stated purpose of
the organization is simply to bring together like-minded brothers
who enjoy fellowship, good times, and cigars.
At our most recent meeting there were 70 members present,
wearing their club shirts, hats, and smoking jackets. They enjoyed
a great selection of cigars, an outstanding buffet and hours of
fellowship ... all included in their dues.
For further information or to be added to the BWA email list, please
contact club president Mike Douglas: fni.mike@hotmail.com 

Annual Public Clambake
For the benefit of restoration & repairs of the

Daylight Lodge No. 48

Historic Warren Masonic Temple

Annual Breakfast &
Clothing Drive Fundraiser

Sunday, June 3, 2018

Saturday, May 5, 2018
8:30 AM
Scottish Rite Masonic Center
Admission: $15.00
$10.00 with Clothing Donation

Bakemaster: Spencer Hockley
1:00 PM - Chowder
2:00 PM - Main Bake
Hamburgers & Hot Digs
Beer & Wine Served
Raffle prizes
To be held at:

Steak Fry Fund Raiser
Above and Beyond the Call of Duty
Award Presentation
Friday May 4, 2018
Club Frontenac
1143 Main Street West Warwick, RI
6:00 PM Social Hour
Family and Friends Invited

7:00 PM Dinner
$27.00 per person

For Tickets Contact: Bradford L. Barco, P.G.M.
761 Nooseneck Hill Road West Greenwich, RI 02817
BLB1134@Yahoo.Com 401-397-3226 / 401-487-4336

Pete Sepe (Warren) Pavillion
50 Asylum St., Warren, RI

$35.00 per person
Checks payable to Washington Association Inc.

Reservations Strongly Recommended
Call or Email:
Steve Curria 401-696-7256
goldenwolfwolf1979@gmail.com
Or Contact Any Lodge Officer

____________________________________________________________________

The Multi-Purpose Pentagram
A Look into Iconic Esoteric Symbol
By: Brother John B. Paliotta
From a presentation given at a meeting of the Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations College of the Societas Rosicruciana in Civitabus Foederatis in 2018.

The Pentagram is one of the most curious emblems of esotericism.
While researching this topic, my first mission was to find out where
and when this symbol came about. It led me to an article that
stated the Pentagram appears on a jar dated to 3100 BCE, found
north of Thebes in Egypt. The carving appears to have been done
in one continuous motion, and the fact that such a carving can be
easily achieved for the five-pointed star may have been one of the
initial sources of attraction of this figure. In fact, the Pentagram or
perfectly drawn five-pointed star represents the perfect
mathematical order, which, is the Fibonacci sequence also known
as the Golden Ratio. A Pentagram (sometimes known as a pentalpha or star pentagon) is the shape of a five-pointed star drawn
with five straight strokes.
This particular symbol is all around us and has many meanings
depending on what message one is trying to relay. I briefly explain
the history and origin of this symbol and give some examples of
how it is used. Upright pentacles and Pentagrams are among the
most widely used religious symbols. They have been used in many
eras and by many cultures and religions of the world; ancient
pagans, ancient Israelites, Christians, magicians, wiccan and
others. The first known uses of the Pentagram (the simplest
regular star polygon) are found in Mesopotamian writings dating to
about 3000 BC. The five points represented the five astrological
directions associated with Jupiter, Mercury, Mars, Saturn, and
Venus (the Goddess). The top or "above" point of the star
symbolized Venus, as she was revered as the "Queen of Heaven."
In fact, the Pentagram (the simplest regular star polygon) has long
been associated with the planet Venus, and the worship of the
Goddess Venus, or her equivalent. When viewed from Earth,
successive inferior conjunctions of Venus plot a nearly perfect
Pentagram shape around the zodiac every eight years.
Pentagram Meanings in a Religious Setting
The Pentagram has been used as a religious symbol world-wide
from the beginning of history. The Pentagram is simply a five-point
star drawn with one continuous line broken into five-line segments,
and with one point of the star facing up. Today however, when we
say “Pentagram” we usually mean a “five-pointed star.” An inverted
Pentagram displays the star “upside down,” i.e., with one point
facing down and two facing up. Whichever form is used, the
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used in ancient Chinese and Japanese religions to symbolize the
five elements of life. Pythagoras’ study went beyond mathematics,
as he assigned the five elements to the five points of the star.
Those elements being FIRE, WATER, AIR, EARTH, and SPIRIT.
In Japanese culture the symbol was also considered magical.
Ancient Babylonian culture also used the Pentagram to represent
various gods and religious beliefs of their own. In Christian
symbolism, the basic Pentagram was originally used to represent
the five wounds of Jesus Christ. It was soon replaced by the
symbol of the cross, but the Pentagram was still recognizable as a
Christian symbol for a few hundred years after Jesus’ resurrection.
In ancient roman times, the Pentagram was painted or carved on
the door of Churches to ward off evil spirits. Some say that the
continuous line was also considered symbolic of the Alpha and
Omega. The Esoteric Pentagram, in various religions,
more especially its Hebrew
meaning is called the
Tetragrammaton and is normally the four-letter word of
God written in Hebrew YHWH. The Tetragrammaton
is the star of omnipotence,
meaning the ability of having
unlimited or great power. You
can find this symbol on
churches, temples, etc. In the
early days of faith, it was the
preferred emblem worn on
jewelry, amulets, talismans, etc. Two to three hundred years after
Jesus’ resurrection, the Pentagram was replaced by the cross. The
symbol was said to have been associated with the five wounds of
Jesus Christ, number one being the scourging at the pillar, number
two being the crowning of the thorns, number three being the
wounds in Christ’s hands, number four being the wounds in
Christ's feet, and the fifth is the side wound of Christ being the
pierce to the side of Jesus by the holy lance also called the ‘Spear
of Destiny.’ As mentioned, many Catholic scholars believe that the
drawing of the Pentagram be one continuous line with five points
symbolizing the Alpha and Omega (the beginning and the end).
On a personal note, I attend church every week on a Saturday
evening. As I started to do my research on this particular topic I
began to wonder if there were any five-pointed stars in or on the
church I belong to. Now keep in mind, I’ve been a member of my
parish for over 40 years. Like the saying goes, “it’s right there in
plain sight.” I enter through the same side door every week. A few
weeks back I decided to look up at the beautiful ornate stainedglass window above the door as I entered, and there it was,
centered perfectly - A star with five-points!
Some authors/scholars will tell you the number five is important
because in Judaism the Torah contains five books, which are
collectively called the five books. “The Pentateuch” of the first 24
books of the Tanakh being in Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, and Deuteronomy. In Christianity, Christ suffered five
wounds on the Cross, as I explained, there are five pillars of Islam
(faith, prayer, alms, pilgrimage, and fast) and in the Muslim faith,
they pray five times a day.
In Nature

Pentagram has always been assigned a five-part symbolism. The
ancient Greeks and Romans, among others, considered the
Pentagram a symbol of balance and health. The Pentagram can
be seen to resemble or symbolize the human body, the five-points
representing the head and the four limbs. The Pentagram was

We see this five-pointed star all around us in nature. The starfish,
the core of an apple, the sand dollar, certain flowers and much
more. For this discussion, we’ll just stick with the “sacred apple.”
The Pentagram can be found inside the apple by cutting it across
its width. Because of its Geometrical properties, Christian artists
from way back associated the apple as the fruit of the tree of life
(continued on page 10)
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and the tree of knowledge, both of which resided in the Garden of Eden. So, it has been associated with human temptation and ultimate
sin, as well as knowledge. Through Greek and Norse mythology, the sacred “golden apple” has been associated with eternal life, rebirth
and beauty.
The Pentagram or Five-Pointed Star in a Masonic Setting
We have all heard of and seen our Masonic five-pointed “Blazing Star.” This is an interesting description, especially because of the
phrase “Blazing Star” that is applied to a man. This “substituted secret” echoes an element of truth; namely, truth that the Pentagram
symbolizes Man himself. Author and scholar on symbols and Freemasonry, Rex Hutchins, describes the Pentagram as the following: “it
is the symbol of the Divine in man. The five-pointed star with a single point upward represents the Divine. It also symbolizes man for its
five points allude to the five senses, the five members (head, arms and legs) and his five fingers on each hand, which signify the tokens
that distinguish Masons.”
As we all know the five senses are taste, touch, sight, smell, and sound.
In essence the Pentagram is a core component of Masonic philosophy, in particular its quest to shine perfect human knowledge. The
attribution of the “Blazing Star” to high order Masons is no mistake. Humans themselves are stars, deep down, and humans shine
eternally because geometry is an eternal law and constant of the universe itself. Pythagoras went on to use the Pentagram as the symbol
of man. Partly because it was the shape represented by a human standing with their arms spread wide (the top point being the head,
the two outer points being the arms, and the bottom two points being the legs). I’m sure we are all familiar with the infamous “Vitruvian
Man” my personal favorite figure in history, Leonardo di ser Piero daVinci, (nato il 15 aprile 1452 - morto 2 maggio1519). Apologies
brethren, I had to honor him in Italian.
The Order of the Eastern Star is a Masonic related organization for adults, both men and women. This group admits persons of all
religions. The Order symbol may be encircled. The points of the star may be linked by straight lines. Recent versions lack the straight
lines linking the points and the circle(s) surrounding the Pentagram. The five colored points refer to five women from the bible: Adah
from Judges, Ruth from the book of Ruth, Esther from the book of Esther, Martha from the Gospel of John and Electa from the anonymous
second Epistle of John. A Google search shows many, many variations. The letters on each point of this inverted pentagram reads “ F
A T A L” Meaning: Fairest Among Thousands, Altogether Lovely.
In its Magic Setting
As stated earlier, many occultists believe the five-points embody humanity, two outstretched arms, two legs, and the head. Further
research into the Pentagram led me to the following two individuals, and, allow me if you will, to read some quotes from some famous
esoteric occult authors from some of books I have in my library.
(continued on page 18)

RI Freemason
Deadlines
The RI Freemason is published 6 times a
year based on the Masonic Calendar of
the Grand Master's year, which runs from
May to May.

From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue. Unfortunately, we did not
have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate, I have saved the material for
our next issue. As a reminder please submit your material for future issues before the
deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis. As the deadline approaches, there
is less and less space available and your material may not be published if received on or after
the deadline date.
A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions;

The issues will be published as follows:
JUNE/JULY
Deadline: May 1st
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Deadline: July 1st
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
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DECEMBER/JANUARY
Deadline: November 1st

•
•
•
•
•

Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files
Please no PDF files, they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first serve
basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

Fraternally,
Brother, Richard Lynch
Editor:

R∴W∴Richard F. Lynch

FEBRUARY/MARCH
Deadline: January 1st

Associate Editors:

M∴W∴Leon C. Knudsen, PGM
R∴W∴Jack Anderson
Millie T. Hallstrom

APRIL/MAY
Deadline: March 1st

Editorial Advisior:

M∴W∴Carl B. Willi, PGM
R∴W∴Grand Secretary
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Report from the Masonic Districts
METRO DISTRICT

RWRobert B. Ellston, DDGM
Greetings from the Metro District:
Once again, we’ve passed through the doldrums of winter and
come out on the other side into the vast glories of spring. The earth
coming alive with the warmth of the sun, the occasional rain
shower, the activity of all creatures big and small, the budding of
trees and flowers and the warm gentle breezes set in motion by
the hand of the Supreme Architect of the Universe. It never ceases
to amaze how effectively the seasons change and time passes.
The subject of time passing brings to mind the fact that I am, at
this time, writing what is to be my last submission to the
Freemason as a District Deputy Grand Master. I must say that
when I began this journey, I was, to say the least, unsure of what
lay ahead, not that I am sure of exactly what the next years will
afford, but I am looking forward to what is to come. Thankfully, it
has been my good fortune to have by my side a man whom I am
proud to call “my Brother and my friend”, Keith Moan. Worshipful
Keith has been my confidant and counselor these past five years
as we have traveled together through the districts. Thank you so
much Brother Keith for agreeing to join me on this journey, but
don’t think you can relax, we have many more miles to travel
before we reach our journey’s end.
Each District brought with it its’ own flavor if you will, as we traveled
all were warm and welcoming and each has taught us something
along our way. The South made life easy for the “new guys on the
block” and forgave our missteps. The Central was like “old home”
to us, with me having served there for several years as the District
Associate Grand Chaplain and Keith having been involved with
Fidelity Chapter DeMolay. The “District of Darkness” – AKA – the
North was really “home” to us as our “mother lodges” are in this
fine District. East Bay was “different” in its’ own way, but to be sure
it is a fantastic group of brother Masons which are found there.
While we are currently in the final two months of overseeing the
Metro District, we have certainly enjoyed our time here. Thank you
to all the brethren in each and every district that we have had the
pleasure to travel through during this portion of our journey. It has
been FUN and you have been GREAT! We have made many new
friends along the way and we will cherish the memories.
The months of April and May are busy months in both the Grand
Jurisdiction and the Metro District. April has the Grand Lodge
Ladies holding their Charity Event on April 21 at Mulligan’s Island
in support of Ethan Place. The following week, April 28, we have
the Grand Master’s Testimonial scheduled to be held at the Casino
at Roger Williams Park. The Grand Master will be making his
Official Visitation to his Mother Lodge on May 12 at Roger Williams
Lodge. Shortly thereafter, May 21, the Grand Lodge Annual
Communication will take place followed that evening by the Grand
Lodge Banquet to be held at Rhodes on the Pawtuxet. Within the
Metro District, there will be two official district visitations, at which
time 50-Year Service Medals will be presented to worthy brothers.
The first will occur on April 10 at Overseas Lodge No. 40 and the
second, which will be my last visitation in the districts will be at St.
Johns Lodge No.1 Providence on April 18. There is an unofficial
visitation planned for April 9 at Redwood Lodge to present 50-Year
Service Medals to brethren who were unable to attend an earlier
scheduled presentation. These visitations should prove to be most
enjoyable and we hope you can join us. There is one Annual
Communication left to occur in this District at Redwood Lodge on
May 14. As with all visitations we welcome you to join us.
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Briefly to re-cap a very special event originally scheduled for New
Year’s Day but delayed due to the extreme cold that hit our area
at that time. Several brothers from the Metro District ventured to
Roger Wheeler State Beach on January 21 in support of the Metro
District Charity Event and endured the Penguin Plunge. These
hardy brethren braved the chill of the sea for a most worthy cause.
To be sure, they were not alone in this endeavor as many other
Masons and non-Masons took part in this venture. The Rhode
Island Special Olympics benefited from this very special event with
the Metro District raising in excess of $17,000 toward this worthy
charity. Congratulations to everyone who turned out and made it a
huge success.
Brethren, again I want to thank you all for the kindness, support
and friendship that you have shown to both Keith and me as we
have traveled through the districts. You have all welcomed us into
your lodges and made us feel comfortable in “true Masonic style.”
I want to thank you for having elected me to serve you as your
Junior Grand Warden during the up-coming Masonic Year and
look forward to continuing to serve you as this journey continues
on toward the Grand East.
As always brethren, may the Supreme Architect bless and keep
you and yours. Please continue to remember my brothers, those
less fortunate and do as you are able to comfort them and relieve
their distress.


EAST BAY DISTRICT

RW Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM
Greetings Brethren,
By the time this reaches you we will have passed the cold winter
blues and begun to welcome in the sunny warmer weather of
spring. And, just as mother nature transitions into her seasons, so
do we as Masons begin to turn the page and welcome in a new
Masonic year.
Congratulations are in order to our newly elected Grand Master
R∴W∴Glenn Carlson and W∴Scott Alger as Grand Marshal. I’m
certain these brothers will continue their hard work and dedication
to our fraternity in the year ahead.
I’d also like to thank the brethren of the East Bay District for their
generosity and certainly their hospitality throughout the year. They
have certainly succeeded in stretching the deputy’s belt size with
some great meals! It has also been our pleasure to have the
opportunity to meet many of you that otherwise we may never have
had the chance if not for our positions. Again, thank you for all you
have done for us and for our fraternity. It has been a great
experience.
On a different note, you may have noticed throughout this past
year the other DDGMs and I have brought the message to travel
within our jurisdiction. We feel that as officers it is an important part
of your obligation to represent your lodge at the annual
communications as well as the visitations which occur within your
district. Traveling presents the chance to meet brethren within our
state and creates that reciprocal bond that should develop
between brethren. One never knows when they will need help
when they ascend to the oriental chair.
One of the more interesting and positive things that is happening
throughout our jurisdiction is the emergence of younger men
assuming the office of Worshipful Master. On this matter there
usually are two roads to travel. There are some within our ranks
that look upon this with trepidation. That is the time you normally
hear “It’s not the way we used to do it” but I must confess, that
saying is becoming a thing of the past. The other is to look upon
(continued on page 12)
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this time as a period of growth, an opportunity to present fresh new
ideas. That is not to say that we must never lose sight of the
important issues of the past that have taken us to the place we
now occupy. It is like most things in this world, a balance, the
balance of old and new when joined together will advance our
fraternity as it has for many years. I’m quite certain that some
looked down upon us when we were younger men, as someone
who might disturb the status quo. As I have said many times you
have options, come, sit, and do nothing and provide nothing, or
come, teach, and guide. As brothers on both sides of the preverbal
fence at one time or another both should implement some of our
cardinal virtues as a sign of respect for each other.
Brothers, a bit of old school thinking. Throughout my travels I have
witnessed our Grand Hailing sign given in many ways that I ask
myself what and where did they learn that. In some cases, it looks
like a new dance move or someone in pain. The Grand Hailing
Sign is done slowly and methodically with three distinct moves the
last forming a right angle with arms at shoulder level. It’s not
criticism, it’s teaching.
Finally, it has been an honor and a privilege for Brad and I to serve
and represent you and we continue to look forward to our travels
and meet as many of you as possible.


NORTHERN DISTRICT
RW Douglas J. Grant, DDGM
Brethren all,
It is that time of year when many of the lodges are in the final
preparations for raising candidates to the sublime degree of
Master Mason. They have spent the earlier part of the year
teaching their candidates some of the things that make Masons
different from the rest of the world. After all, isn’t it our duty to
create Masons and give them the working tools of their profession?
Don’t we often listen to the prolog prior to the semi-public
installation of officers and think about what it really means?
Part of the prolog talks about how Masonry teaches men to
practice charity and benevolence, to protect chastity, to honor the
ties of blood and friendship, to adopt the principles and revere the
ordinances of religion, assist the feeble, guide the blind, raise up
the downtrodden, shelter the orphan, guard the alter, support our
government, inculcate morality, promote learning, love man, fear
God and implore his mercy, and hope for happiness. This is a list
of some of the things that make Masons different than much of the
world and is a long and difficult list to follow.
Our ultimate goal is to inspire the world to be good, to live by values
that are not complex but require hard work, to be honest, help each
other, to not gain from someone else’s loss, and to speak well of
and to each other. To do that, we need to practice every day. We
have lodges in this jurisdiction that are designed to provide the
place to practice these things. They are also designed to teach the
new candidates how to live up to these ideals. Are we making the
most of this opportunity?
Masonry is not for everyone. It should be, but it is not. If it was
easy, then I guess many more men would become Masons and
the world would be a very different place. But again, it is not. If
everyone was a Mason, then there would be fewer role models to
look up to because everyone would be good and true. This is also
one of the items of our profession that inspires us to push forward.
The world needs more true role models and I cannot think of a
better place to create them than in our lodges and in our Craft.
Where else can you find such tolerance, inclusion, friendship,
selflessness, true charity, and support?

Masonry is not easy. But for those that are willing to work at it, a
transformation will occur that will help you and those around you
live a better and more meaningful life. We can be the role models
that so many children and adults are not only looking for but
desperately need. The rewards are without equal! Are you ready
and willing to put in the effort?
May the blessings of heaven rest upon us and all regular Masons

CENTRAL DISTRICT

RW André H. Faria, Jr., DDGM
Brothers,
It does not seem possible that the time that Brandt and I have
spent in the Central District quickly is coming to an end, to borrow
a phrase from an old Irish ballad, “we hardly knew ye.” Often, I
have heard the phrase, “the older you get, the quicker time seems
to pass.” Perhaps this is not the case for everyone, but this year
in the Central District certainly has gone by in a flash. Yet, it has
been a fulfilling and gratifying journey.
We had a terrific time at our visitation to Ionic Lodge, No. 28.
W∴Richard Buckley and his officers were so very welcoming
exemplifying the camaraderie and hospitality that our Craft is so
well known for. They put together a terrific meal and had a thought
provoking program presented by a local author, who detailed the
daily routine of a military encampment during the Revolutionary
War. It was interesting to hear about the daily struggles of those
soldiers especially as compared to the “first world problems” of our
day and age. For example, these militia men fought in a time when
food was scarce, and they had to barter for loaves of bread just to
stay prepared for battle. In contrast, we live in a world where there
is such abundance that often much of what we have goes to waste.
We can learn from the steadfastness and courage of these soldiers
who pressed forward in the face of adversity never losing sight of
their goal. We are grateful for their sacrifices as we now reap the
benefits of their commitment. May we strive to do the same for the
generations that will follow us. It was also a great treat to have our
Deputy Grand Master R∴W∴Glenn S. Carlson, and his Master of
Ceremonies, W∴Scott Alger, as well as other Grand Lodge officers
present as they traveled with their lodge to the visitation.
By the time you read this, Brandt and I have already been present
at Harmony Lodge No. 9 to accompany their Master W∴Mick
Torgan and his officers to present a 50-Year Service Medal to
R∴W∴Robert Stearns during our official visitation in March.
Further, it also was a treat to honor Brother Michael Muskian for
60 years of service to Freemasonry. In addition, it will be a privilege
to present three 50-Year Service Medals at Manchester Lodge No.
12 to Brothers; Douglas A. Kershaw, Albert F. Peterson, Jr., and
Robert H. Maxwell. W∴Jeffrey Kozlin and his officers impressively
are prepared to honor these men and we are delighted to be part
of it.
When one thinks back about what was taking place 50 years ago,
relatively speaking, it was a tumultuous time in our nation’s history.
1968 was the year that both Martin Luther King, Jr. and Robert F.
Kennedy were assassinated breaking the collective hearts of all
Americans and ushering in the minds of many, the end of our “age
of innocence.” The brothers who received 50-Year Medals
became Freemasons during this time. Perhaps they saw
something in our Fraternity that could bring light to some of the
darkness that was prevalent at that time. It has been said that there
was significant cultural and social upheaval, and many were afraid
for the future. I am sure that in some way the brothers who we
have honored for their 50 years of service aligned themselves to
the steadfastness of our Fraternity with its timeless lessons and
wisdom and I have no doubt that this guided them through those
(continued on page 13)
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difficult years as they fixed their eyes upon the light that
Freemasonry offers, a beacon that nothing can extinguish. What
a blessing to celebrate their accomplishment and honor these fine
men for their dedication to our Craft. Their commitment serves as
an example to all of us and gives us strength and hope not just for
the present time but also for the future of our fraternity.
In April Brandt and I will also make our official visitation to Daylight
Lodge, No. 48. This is an interesting lodge, founded for those men
who could not regularly make evening lodge meetings and decided
to meet during the morning hours. We look forward to spending
time with W∴Raymond Brisson and his officers and taking part in
the program the lodge has to offer. We also look forward to
honoring their past master for his dedication and commitment to
the lodge.
As our Masonic year quickly is coming to a close, Brandt and I
would like to take this opportunity to thank our Grand Master
M∴W∴Peter Iacobucci for his confidence in us to serve in the
Central District. He has been a wonderful example to us of wisdom
and charity and we look forward to his continued presence among
us once his duties in the Grand East are completed. At the same
time, we look forward to the ascension of our Grand Master elect
and thank him for accepting this position at the will of his brothers
who have elected him to serve us for the coming year. We pledge
our fidelity to him and look forward to working together to be those
beacons of light and charity to all those we meet in our collective
journeys.


SOUTHERN DISTRICT
RWRick Baccus, DDGM

“I not only know who I am. I know where I am going”
Reverend Billy Graham, passed 2018
The Reverend Billy Graham spoke at a North Carolina ceremony
in 2000, describing an incident professor Albert Einstein
experienced. Professor Einstein was traveling on a train and could
not find his ticket for the conductor. The conductor assured him
that was not a problem because of who he was, but he persisted
in trying to find his ticket. Finally, the conductor asked professor
Einstein why he wanted to find his ticket and the Professor replied,
“Young man, I too, know who I am. What I don’t know is where I’m
going.” Billy Graham, because of his believe in God said, “I not
only know who I am. I know where I am going”.
And so, my Brothers, we too know where we are going.
Speaking of going, Brother Rick Lynch and I had the honor of
traveling along with our faithful companions Kay and Patti to
Franklin Lodge No. 20 for the Semi-public Annual Communication
on January 20. We were honored to host our Grand Master
M∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, his Grand Marshal, R∴W∴Gil Fontes and
their ladies Fran and Bianca. The brothers of Franklin Lodge did a
superb job of conducting the annual communication and hosting
the ladies and guests. Rick and I want to congratulate W∴Joseph
Giancaspro and his officers and wish them a successful year. We
recognized Past Master Ralph Brunson with his Master’s
Certificate from the Grand Lodge, with a standing ovation. Finally,
M∴W∴Peter and I were able to present a 50-Year Service Medal
to Past Master Galen Hoffman, one of the highest honors we
bestow on our Brethren.
Brother Rick and I then traveled to Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4 on
February 22 for their Annual Communication. It was indeed a
pleasure to re-install W∴Thomas Varone and his officers for the

Rhode Island Freemason

Page 13

ensuing year. We also offer our congratulations and prayers for a
continued successful year. M∴W∴Steven McGuire, PGM agreed
to assist me in not only presenting the Master’s certificate to
W∴T.J., but also presenting a 50-Year Service Medal to Ill. Peter
Allen, 33. I just saw Brother Peter the following evening at
Scottish Rite and he is still humbled by the recognition.
So where are we going? Brother Rick and I will make our official
visitations to Charity Lodge on April 26 and Franklin Lodge on May
8. We will also be presenting a 50-Year Service Medal to Brother
Harley Burdick at Franklin Lodge on April 10.
My final thought: “Life without God is like an unsharpened pencilit has no point.”……..Rev. Billy Graham


NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
By: W∴Timothy L. Culhane, P.M.
As we enter into spring and say farewell to another New England
winter, much has happened, and much is planned at St. Johns
Lodge. Our regular communication in January was well attended.
With nearly 50 brothers in attendance the Fellow Craft Degree was
conferred upon five brothers. The officers provided a wonderful
degree and Senior Deacon Scott Miller delivered a splendid
recitation of the Middle Chamber lecture.
Our February Communication was a special treat for the 60
brothers who attended. The members of Gaspee Chapter, Order
of DeMolay opened and performed the Ceremony of Lights degree
for us. There were 17 DeMolays and 7 Senior DeMolays with us
that evening. The boys did an exemplary presentation of their
ritual. It showed the brothers and guests the hard work and
dedication that the boys put into their work. It was a proud moment
for Dad Worshipful Master Ed Bertrand and our Marshal and
DeMolay executive officer Mike Lawson, as well as all in
attendance.
April’s Regular Communication is on Wednesday, April 18. St.
Johns will be proud to receive R∴W∴Robert B. Ellston our DDGM
for his last visitation to the districts. We are looking forward to
honoring him that evening with a special program. Brother John
Michael Greer will be presenting on "Our Operative Heritage.” His
presentation will be about how the traces of operative
stonemasonry in the Middle Ages have shaped our modern
speculative Craft. It promises to be most interesting. On this
special night, St. Johns will open at 5:30 PM for business, with
dinner to follow, and then receive the DDGM after dinner for the
program.
Our May Regular Communication will be on Wednesday, May 16.
We will be conferring the Master Mason degree on several
candidates. Regular monthly communications are held on the third
Wednesday of each month at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center in
Cranston, RI. We invite any and all brothers to join us. If you would
like to dine with us, please contact Bob Gervais at 401-861-1757
no later than the Sunday before the scheduled communication,
and tell him who you are, where you are from and that you would
like to join us for dinner! Dinners are $10.00 and the menu is
published in each month’s Trestleboard. We hope that the Spring
delivers on the promise of new growth and light, and that you can
join us at St. Johns No. 1 Providence.
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Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
By: W∴ Roger Lepire, P.M.
W∴Mike Picard has hit the ground running this time around. A day
after being installed he attended the Grand Master’s visitation to
Ionic Lodge No. 28 along with three members from our lodge. The
next Saturday W∴Mike attended a Masonic wreath laying
ceremony at Veterans’ Cemetery. That evening W∴Mike, along
with seven officers and members of Mt. Moriah, attended
R∴W∴Douglas Grant’s DDGM visitation to Roger Williams Lodge
No. 32.
On Friday, December 1 we held our “Wetting of the Hat’” evening.
This is always a great evening, but a lot of work for the Master.
Poinsettia plants for our “Special Ladies” were also passed out on
that night to be delivered by the members. On December 9
W∴Mike hosted our annual Children’s Christmas Party. There was
an interactive reptile show as well as a visit from Santa. It was a
good party and the children loved it. And finally, on December 16
W∴Mike hosted our annual blood drive. That’s not a bad way to
start his term.
Being a moon lodge, we held a second December meeting on the
29th. W∴Mike opened the meeting at 5:00 PM and closed it soon
after. The members then drove to Manchester Lodge No. 12 for a
fraternal visit. Since Manchester is also a moon lodge they meet
on the same day we do.
I’m sad to say that W∴Albert Profitt passed away and his wake was
December 12. W∴Mike along with several officers and lodge
members provided a Masonic Service for our departed. Al was
very active for a good many years and never missed a meeting
until he was no longer able to attend because of health. He will be
greatly missed.
On January 6 Ezekiel Bates Lodge of Attleboro, MA asked for
assistance serving at a local food pantry. W∴Mike along with his
family and Senior Warden Tony Rodrigues answered the call and
served food to the needy. That same evening seven Mt. Moriah
brothers attended Jenks Lodge’s annual communication. And
finally, W∴Mike attended the Polar Bear Plunge in Narragansett to
benefit the Special Olympics Charity.
As I said at the onset W∴Mike has hit the ground running and
shows no sign of stopping. His line and the brethren of the lodge
have obviously also been very supportive. They deserve our
thanks for making all of us at Mt. Moriah proud.
Now obviously W∴Mike is not doing all this by himself, and I think
it bodes well for Mt. Moriah that we have so many dedicated
members. We have a good strong line of officers who are hard
workers and very dedicated. We also have a great sideline that
shows up at all meetings and social events. With a combination
like that we can’t go wrong.
Some Masters like Past Master Frank Ball have their entire year
mapped out the day they are installed. And then there are some
Masters like myself who decide the day after a meeting who their
guest speaker will be for the next meeting and then scramble to
make it happen. Both styles work depending on the person. Our
Senior Warden, Tony Rodrigues, is surely following in Frank’s
footsteps. He is already planning his year and assuring that all his
ducks will be in order when he’s installed. As I said, I feel we are
in good hands for the next several years, and more.
A few years ago, I gave up writing this column because of memory
problems setting in. Due to circumstances my replacement had to

give it up several months later and I took it back temporarily. As I
look back at articles from the last few years I find that I write much
the same thing all the time, whether it’s about “wetting of the hat”,
Past Masters Night, or the Clam Bake it’s often a repetition of
something I’ve said before. I’ve been doing this since 1997 and
come this May I’ll be 80 years old. It’s been a good run and I’ve
enjoyed every day of it, but you need to know when it’s time to
hang it up. I think it’s time for someone with new ideas to take over
this column, the lodge deserves no less. I thank everyone who has
told me over the years that they enjoyed our column. I also want
to thank R∴W∴Rick Lynch our editor, for always finding room for
our article, even when I’ve gotten long-winded, without ever
changing a single word of what I wrote. So, I leave you with these
words, see you at lodge, or Scottish Rite, the Good Lord willing. 

Harmony Lodge No. 9
By: W∴ Michael A. Cunningham, P.M.
Harmony Lodge is as active as ever as we proceed through our
current Masonic year. Three candidates were initiated into the
Craft in January. The EA degree as well as the family meal that
followed was well attended and the degree “season” is off to an
impressive start. Welcome to Brothers Armen Avagyen, Ralph
Carlini, and Jan Zukowski, and congratulations on beginning your
journey into Freemasonry.
Harmony Lodge had a busy schedule of activities during the
winter, with an impressive number of lodge members and family
participating. Several members of Harmony’s extended Masonic
family participated in a wine tasting and potluck dinner in January
at the Purple Cat in Chepachet. The food was good, the wine was
great, and the company was even better. Thanks to Josh Edwards
for organizing this fun evening. We again volunteered at the
Epiphany soup kitchen at St. Stephen’s church in February where
warm meals were provided to the homeless. The participation by
several Harmony brothers was greatly appreciated. Also, in
February, Harmony held its annual getaway weekend. This social
weekend was held in Groton, CT again this year and while the
number of attendees was more modest than in previous years, a
very enjoyable weekend was had by all. The Groton area afforded
several sightseeing and culinary opportunities for participants to
enjoy and we are already looking forward to next year’s weekend
getaway.
February also afforded the members of Harmony Lodge the
opportunity to attend the Woodridge Assembly of International
Order of Rainbow for Girls’ installation ceremony. The turnout was
great in support of all the young ladies involved. The installation
ritual was very impressive. Congratulations to Worthy Advisor Katy
Harrison on your election. Harmony Lodge wishes you well this
year and we are looking forward to working with you and the rest
of Woodridge Assembly.
At the time of writing this report, Harmony Lodge’s Annual Henry
Rossi Memorial Game dinner was in preparation to be held the
weekend of March 24 at the Portuguese Club in Cranston. We are
looking forward to being able to report a successful event of
feeding 400 attendees in the next issue of the RI Freemason.
Harmony is pleased to be able to report that our application to start
our own chapter of the Masonic Angel Fund has been accepted by
the parent organization (masonicangelfoundation.org). We are
officially designated as the “Harmony Masonic Angel Fund” and
we are the first lodge in RI to join this organization (which now has
164 chapters in 14 different states). We are well on our way to
finalizing the logistics necessary to provide modest assistance to
(continued on page 15)
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local underprivileged children in need who do not fit the criteria for
the usual social service programs. We look forward to providing
updates on our progress in future issues of this publication.
Moving forward, Harmony has several
activities planned over the next few
months and those interested in
participating in lodge activities are
encouraged
to
refer
to
www.harmony9.org for regular event
updates. On Friday, April 13 at
7:30PM, Harmony will attend its annual
official visitation to Fidelity Chapter
Order of DeMolay at Doric Masonic
Center. On the following day, preceded
by breakfast at Athena’s restaurant at 8:00AM, the lodge will
conduct its spring visits to our Special Ladies and infirm Brothers.
The Fellow Craft degree is planned to be conferred on Saturday,
April 28 at 9:00 am (at Doric Masonic Center) followed by a family
lunch at around noon. On Saturday, May 12 from noon to 4:00 PM,
we will host our annual spring ladies luncheon, to be held at
Lancelotta’s Banquet Restaurant in North Providence. As always,
please refer to the Harmony trestle board for specific details for all
the above-mentioned activities. All members of Harmony Lodge
are strongly encouraged to participate in these important events.
Lastly, please make note that the Master Mason degree is planned
for Saturday, June 30. Please plan to participate and consider
taking a part. As W∴Steve Charron used to sign off on every RI
Freemason article he wrote, “Until next time, get up, get out and
make a difference!”


St. Paul’s Lodge No. 14
By: W∴ Joshua Manfredo, Master
The past two months have been a busy time for the brethren of St.
Paul’s Lodge. While we have spent the past year shining up the
building and hosting several events, it was important that we not
forget that the business of the lodge still needs attention. With that
in mind, I have been pleased with the support of the sideline
brothers who have really stepped up and got to work. We are
starting to see a sense of pride and commitment return as we raise
new Master Masons and the “old guard” is re-energized.
In the near future, we will be rolling out our revised website, which
is being worked on by Moonbird Studios and Brother Jay Bernier.
Our first “Ladies Social” will have come and gone by the time this
issue. Many of the ladies were excited for this event as it gives
them their own night out. If your significant others did attend, I
hope they had a good time. Besides social events and committee
work, the officers have been hard at work preparing for an EA
Degree. We will be initiating three new brothers into this gentle
Craft at our March Stated Communication and potentially more in
waiting.
This past month we received several visitors, of note was the
fraternal visit by Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8 and coinciding with that,
a brother from Denmark paid us a visit at the same meeting. We
frequently get visitors from the naval station and in this case his
son was in town for training. It is truly a great experience to be able
to talk with brothers from outside the United States, if you think the
Grand Jurisdictions do things so different around here, get to know
the brothers across the pond!
Personally, I have not had the opportunity to travel much, but lately
I have had some extra free time. With that time, I have been
attending other lodges and many social events and I am very

Rhode Island Freemason Page 15

impressed that the lodges are welcoming their EA’s and FC’s so
that they might see more than what is contained within the walls of
the lodge. Thank you to Jenks Lodge No. 24 and Roger Williams
No. 32 for giving me and the other brethren the opportunity to
attend your events and share in the friendship and brotherly love.
We have a lot more going on and we hope to accomplish a lot of
things this year. Please be sure to visit our website at
www.stpauls14.org, especially after the lodge facelift. We hope to
see you soon!


Franklin Lodge No. 20
By: Brother Brett Marggraff

December and January were busy months for the wardens and
brethren of Franklin Lodge. In December we raised our four Fellow
Craft, Michael Rzewuski, Robert Caron, Corey Maclean and
Christian Baker, to the sublime degree of Master Mason. On
January 20 we had our Annual Communication and election of
officers and Senior Warden Joseph Giancaspro was voted in as
our 159th Worshipful Master. So far three of our new Master
Masons have also taken up chairs as officers and have shown very
good advancement with regards to ritual work, as well as helping
with numerous lodge operations. The annual communication was
a fun evening. A dinner of roasted New York Strip with all the
fixings was enjoyed by all, and numerous raffle prizes helped raise
money for the event. After the meeting we all gathered in the
public space of our 1890’s Victorian lodge building to enjoy some
collation. On the lighter side we gathered together earlier in
December for a festive Holiday Party for all brethren and family.
As always it was a most enjoyable day.
It looks like 2018 is going to be a very constructive year!
W∴Joseph has made it his goal to set up some policies and
procedures as well as some operational guidelines that will make
running our lodge much easier for those to follow in his footsteps.
Hope to see many of you at upcoming Grand Lodge events.


Ionic Lodge No. 28
By: W∴Richard H. Buckley, Jr., Master
Ionic Lodge welcomed the Spring Solstice with open arms and
grateful hearts. Looking back at the winter months we kept busy
and have much to report. Our Annual Game Dinner was held on
Saturday, February 10 at Kelley Gazzaro VFW Post 2812 on the
Cranston/Johnston line. Ralph’s Kitchen, our caterers, out did
themselves once again. This is a major fundraiser for our lodge as
205 tickets were sold. Thank you, W∴Charlie Wilkinson and all our
brothers who made this event a huge success.
(continued on page 16)
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On February 24 we were honored to have a visitation from
R∴W∴Andre Faria our DDGM, a raconteur like no other, and
W∴Brandt Evans, GMC. Thank you, for your time and wisdom.
We had two candidates complete their Fellow Craft degree in
March and we look forward to the successful completion of their
Master Mason’s degree in June.
FORE! Tickets are selling fast for the 3rd Annual Ionic Lodge
Charity Golf Tournament, June 9 at Rolling Greens Golf Course,
North Kingstown, RI. 18-hole Scramble. $85.00 per person
includes cart and rib eye steak fry. Prizes for closest to the pin,
longest drive, raffle, 50/50, and so much more. Call W∴Charlie
Wilkinson 401-397-6071 to participate.
Saving the best for last we want to recognize our esteemed
Brother Earl R. Mann, Jr. on his 68 years in the Craft.
Congratulations and God Bless.


Jenks Lodge No. 24
By: Brother Anthony M. Amaral
On behalf of the very cold and wet brethren and their families from
the Metro District charity we would like to thank all those who
participated and/or helped in the Metro District Charity Penguin
Plunge to support Special Olympics. Together we raised over
$17,000 from the Freemason team. This was an outstanding
showing by everyone who attended and supported the charity.
Together with other teams we raised over $90,000 for Special
Olympics. Some of those who participated in the last several years
events are forming a group to keep this going every year and to
add to it. This will include the potential participation of the
Freemasons in the Olympic Field Day held during the summer at
URI. We will be looking for other groups from any lodge to join us
in this extended venture with Special Olympics in our state. Stay
tuned for more details to come soon.
Several members of Jenks Lodge and their families will be
fundraising from February – June for their Xtreme Cystic Fibrosis
Hike. This is a 30-mile hike where several of the Jenks brethren
and families will be hiking and volunteering on Father’s Day to
raise funds for Cystic Fibrosis foundation. Please be on the lookout
for several raffles over this period. All will have the opportunity to
buy tickets for each of the prize packages, with all money raised
going directly to the foundation. Brother Zeppo Young will also be
selling tee shirts for his company, Young Mug Coffee. The tee
shirts will be sold for $10.00 with all proceeds going to the CF Hike.
Jenks Lodge will host a Co-Ed Educational Program on April 23.
The lodge will open for business at 4:00 PM for Masons only. We
will break for dinner from 6:00-7:00 PM and then proceed directly
into our presentation for the evening, an informational discussion
of the current state of infertility and reproductive science. The
presentation will be given by members of RESOLVE New
England, a regional non-profit dedicated to informing the greater
New England community about the many paths to parenthood. We
are inviting all for the dinner and presentation portion so please
feel free to invite your significant other to join us in this discussion.
Reservations are required for dinner and can be done directly
through Jenks Lodge webpage. If you cannot make dinner we still
hope to see you for this unique presentation at 7:00 PM. Should
you have any questions please feel free to contact the Worshipful
Master at Jason.Rainone@gmail.com. Our May meeting will be
May 28. Dinner at 6:00 PM and lodge will open at 7:00 PM. The
Hispanic Masonic Club “Liberty” is proud to present a time travel
through the origins of Freemasonry in Central America, South

America, and the Caribbean presented by W∴Javier Alfonso of
Redwood Lodge No. 35. No one knows with certainty how or when
the Masonic fraternity was formed. A widely accepted theory
among Masonic scholars is that it arose from the stonemasons’
guilds during the Middle Ages. Within 30 years, the fraternity had
spread throughout Europe and the American Colonies and
Freemasonry became very popular in colonial America. Unlike
Europe, Latin America did not travel through the Middle Ages or
the Renaissance, nor lived the experience of artisan and craft
guilds. Join us as W∴Javier walks us through their amazing
journey to Masonic light.


Adelphoi Lodge No. 33
By: W∴Edward Kdonian, P.M.
On Saturday, January 6 Adelphoi Lodge held a very rare SemiPublic Annual Communication to install its officers. What make this
even more notable was that the incoming Master was none other
than R∴W∴Charles L. Niles Jr. This occasion marked the fifth time
that Charlie has assumed the East as Master of a lodge.
The lodge was opened at 2:00 PM to conduct regular business and
began with a very impressive Master Mason proficiency by Brother
Jon Klopenstein who was congratulated by W∴Milton Kaiser.
Brother Jon was then escorted to the Secretary’s desk where he
signed the bylaws and became a full member of Adelphoi Lodge.
After this the Annual began with reports by the Secretary and
Master after which W∴Milton turned the meeting over to
R∴W∴ Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM, and W∴Brad Ripley, GMC. This
was conducted in closed lodge after which the R∴W∴Palazzo
called the lodge to recess to admit family and friends.
M∴W∴Dennis Pothier, PGM began the Semi-Public portion with
his usual outstanding rendition of the prolog and then welcomed
the installing suite into the lodge. The suite consisted of
R∴W∴Robert A. Palazzo, R∴W∴Alfred M. Cameron, R∴W∴Mark
R. Peterson and W∴Brad Ripley. The officers for 2018 are:
W∴Charles L. Niles Jr. as Master; William E. Pennoyer, Senior
Warden; J. Pat Paolo, Junior Warden; W∴Thomas Kennedy,
Treasurer; W∴Edward Kdonian, Secretary; W∴David Swann,
Chaplain; James McCarthy, Jr., Senior Deacon; James McCarthy,
Sr., Jr. Deacon; Michael Allienello, Senior Steward; David
Cardullo, Junior Steward; Pat Diminico, Marshal; William Fisher,
Sentinel,;R∴W∴Paul Grenier, Tyler; and R∴W∴Lance Chappell,
Musical Director.
This Installation was very special for the DDGM as R∴W∴Charlie
was part of the installation team when he was installed as Master
of his Roger Williams Lodge. It is wonderful to realize that all of our
lives are interconnected in this jurisdiction.
On Tuesday, February 7, R∴W∴ Palazzo returned to Adelphoi
Lodge to install two officers who, due to circumstances beyond
their control, were not present for the annual installation.
W∴Thomas Kennedy and Brother James McCarthy, Jr. were
officially installed as treasurer and senior deacon respectively.
Our program for the evening was Ms. Micaila Britto, the Veterans
Services Officer for Raynham, MA, who spoke about the
experience which led to her official position and how she assists
veterans not only in Raynham, but others that come to her
attention. She also brought to our attention the #22Kill! Program
that was started to bring attention to the 22 veterans who commit
suicide each day across the country. She also explained how it
helps to fund programs to benefit these brave warriors who have
(continued on page 17)
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given so much to our country. After the meeting, and during dinner
and collation, Ms. Britto brought out her ring measuring guides and
gave measurements for the index or “trigger” finger for those who
wished to participate.
On Saturday, March 24 we held our annual Valentines Dinner
Dance at the Agawan Hunt Country Club in Rumford, RI. Present
were State Representative Sherry L. Roberts and State Senator
Elaine J. Morgan who came to present R∴W∴Charlie with
certificates of appreciation from the RI General Assembly.


Lafayette Lodge No. 47
By: W∴Robert Lyle, P.M.
It was with heavy hearts we paid our respects M∴W∴Kenneth
Jenks on March17. M∴W∴Jenks was one of the driving forces in
the creation of Lafayette Lodge. He always had a kind word to say
and share his love of the Craft to all of us younger brothers.
M∴W∴Ken will be sorely missed by all at Lafayette Lodge as well
as all the brethren. We found out about Ken’s passing as we were
gathered at the lodge cleaning and painting the dining room, which
I thought was special, because M∴W∴Ken and all the charter
members spent many hours in building the temple building as well
as building Lafayette Lodge. M∴W∴Ken we wish you safe travels
to the Celestial Lodge above. Until we meet again, may the
Supreme Architect keep you safe and in his loving arms.
The lodge has been well
attended
with
many
wonderful programs that the
Worshipful
Master
has
arranged for us. In February
in recognition of our ladies
and Valentine’s Day we had
Kathy
Hartley
of
the
Hearthside House in Lincoln
come and talk about the
house love built. It was a
very interesting presentation.
W∴John passed out red
roses to all the ladies that
were present.
On March 8 we were to host
the Grand Master’s official visitation to the Northern District. It was
cancelled due to a snow storm and has been rescheduled in
conjunction with the DDGM’s visitation in April. We will host DDGM
R∴W∴Douglas Grant’s official visitation as well as our Grand
master that evening. The program that night will be by Brother Leo
Kennedy our Senior Warden. Our May program will be a
presentation by Brother Doc Perry.

Rhodes on the Pawtuxet
Social Hour: 5:30 PM
Program: 6:30 PM
Dinner: 7:00 PM

Tickets available only at:
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue, East Providence

$40.00 per person
Deadline for tickets is May 8, 2018
Dinner Choices:
Tuscan Beef Tenderloin
Parmesan Chicken Carbonara
Vegetarian

Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
Presents an evening with
noted author and lecturer

Brother Angel Millar
“Connections between Islam, Freemasonry,
and the Higher Man”
Date: Friday, April 27

Our monthly breakfasts on the third Saturday of each month
continue to be the best value of any breakfast around. Please
come and join us.

Dinner: 6:30 PM

If you have not been to the lodge in a while and need a ride, please
contact the Master or any officer and we will arrange one for you.

Lodge Opens: 7:30 PM

Cost: $5.00

Visit: (www.AngelMillar.com)

“What we have done for ourselves alone,
dies with us; what we have done for others
and the world, remains and is immortal”.
Brother Albert Pike

Reservations or questions please contact:
Worshipful Michael Picard
(wm@mtmoriah8.org)
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Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa, a
century theologian and scholar,
and others helped to fuel the fire of popularity so to speak of the
Pentagram as a magic symbol, attributing the five Platonic
elements to the five points, in typical Renaissance fashion. By the
mid-19th century a further distinction had developed amongst
occultists regarding the Pentagram's orientation. With a single
point upwards, it depicted the spirit presiding over the four
elements of matter, and was essentially "good.”
Brother Eliphas Levi born Alphonse Louis Constant was a 19th
century French occult writer and a ceremonial magician called it
evil whenever the Pentagram appeared upside down so to speak,
two points up, one point down. He goes on to say: "a reversed
Pentagram, with two points projecting upwards, is a symbol of evil
and attracts sinister forces because it overturns the proper order
of things and demonstrates the triumph of matter over spirit. It is
the goat of lust attacking the heavens with its horns, a sign
execrated by initiates. The flaming star, which when turned upside
down, is the hieroglyphic sign of the goat of black magic, whose
head may be drawn in the star, the two horns at the top, the ears
to the right and left, the beard at the bottom. It is the sign of
antagonism and fatality. Let us keep the figure of the five-pointed
star always upright, with the top most triangle pointing to heaven,
for it is the seat of wisdom, and if the figure is reversed, perversion
and evil will be the result.”
Perhaps one of the most evocative descriptions of the occult
powers of this symbol comes from Brother Levi, who writes of the
Pentagram in his book Transcendental Magic. The description
reads: “the Pentagram expresses the mind’s domination over the
elements and it is by this sign that we bind the demons of the air,
the spirits of fire, the specters of water, and the ghosts of earth. It
is the Star of the Magi, the burning star of the Gnostic schools, the
sign of intellectual omnipotence and autocracy. Its complete
comprehension is the key of two worlds, it is absolute natural
philosophy and natural science. Its use however, is most
dangerous to operators who do not completely and perfectly
understand it. All mysteries of magic, all symbols of the Gnosis,
all figures of occultism, all Qabalistic keys of prophecy, are
resumed in the sign of the Pentagram.”
The Pentagram in a Wicca Setting
For years pop culture, media hysteria and other religions have
drilled the idea into our heads that pagan symbols are bad, and
the Pentagram is evil. As far as Wicca symbols go, the Pentagram
isn't a representation of good vs. evil. It’s a symbol of their faith, a
symbol of the five elements (one for each point), and the circle
encased around it. The universe contains and connects them all.
No matter which way it’s facing, there’s nothing ‘bad’ about it.
Another misconception about the Pentagram in Wicca is which
way it points. Again, you will find common misinformation that says
the Pentagram is “evil” if pointed down and “good” if pointed up.
The point down is most commonly associated with Satanism,
because the largest branch of Satanism (church of Satan, est.
1966) adopted the inverted Pentagram with a goat head inside of
it as their symbol. It’s traditionally used both point up and point
down. Point up Pentagrams are more common; but point down
Pentagrams are not considered evil at all.
The number five has always been regarded as mystical and
magical, yet essentially human. We have five fingers/toes on each
limb/extremity. We commonly note five senses - sight, hearing,
smell, touch and taste. We perceive five stages or initiations in our
lives: birth, adolescence, coitus, parenthood, and death. The
number five is associated with Mars. It signifies severity, conflict,

and harmony through conflict. Five were the virtues of the
Medieval Knight: generosity, courtesy, chastity, chivalry, and piety
as symbolized in the Pentagram device of Sir Gawain who was the
nephew of King Arthur and a knight of the Round Table. Also, the
Wiccan Kiss is five-fold: feet, knees, womb, breasts, and lips. The
number five is prime. The simplest star, the Pentagram, requires
five lines to draw and it is colinear, it is one continuous loop.
I believe that anything in this world can be used for good or bad.
The Pentagram/Pentacle is not a symbol for evil, it all depends on
the intention of the person/practitioner. I chose this particular
esoteric symbol because of its multiple uses in everything from
religion, science, to corporate logos and everything in between. I
hope I’ve adequately presented the history and relevance of this
important symbol.
To conclude, the allure of the heavens has combined with
mathematics and historical mythology to produce one of the most
common symbols of modern times. Pentagrams, aka five-pointed
stars, appear today on the flags of no fewer than 60 nations, and
on innumerable commercial logos. They represent authority (as in
“five-star” generals) and excellence (as in “five-star” hotels). Our
understanding of the processes that make real stars shine has not
taken anything away from the attraction of the five-pointed star.
The Pentagram star can have many meanings, especially in logo
design. The first to come to your mind when thinking of stars might
be creativity, dream, success, night time, famous, etc. With a
strong global meaning, a symbol like this can be very powerful if
used correctly.
Symbols are everywhere! With that being said, I would like to end
this research by sharing a great quote by a famous psychiatrist we
have all heard of.
“There is a thinking in primordial images, in symbols
which are older than historical man, which are inborn in him from
the earliest times, eternal living, outlasting all generations, still
make up the groundwork of the human psyche. It is only possible
to live the fullest life when we are in harmony with these symbols;
wisdom is a return to them.”
Carl Gustav Jung
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Memorial Day Masonic
Wreath Laying Ceremony
Veteran’s Cemetery
Exeter, Rhode Island
Friday, May 25, 2018 – 6:00 PM
All Masons are encouraged to attend and show your
support for our Veterans past and present.
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue
East Providence, RI 02914-4556
Telephone: 401-435-4650
Fax: 401-435-4423
Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org
rifreemason@rimasons.org
Web Site: www.rimasons.org
Grand Lodge Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM

Call of the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations

227th ANNUAL COMMUNICATION
Brethren:
The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons
for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, East
Providence, Rhode Island

Monday, May 21, 2018
For the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it and the installation of Grand Lodge officers for the
ensuing Masonic year. Grand Lodge will open promptly at 9:00 o’clock A.M. Masters and Wardens, or their proxies, are
required to attend in business suits and to wear their official jewels.
Attest:

Signed:

Carl B. Willi

Peter Iacobucci

Carl B. Willi
Grand Secretary

Peter Iacobucci
Grand Master

Masters and Wardens of Subordinate Lodges only are entitled to send proxies who must be members of the same Lodge.

