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Grand Master’s Message
It is not my intention to focus on what has transpired but instead I
enjoy looking forward to what’s ahead. We have many visitations
to the lodges and special events to enjoy with our brethren. To
mention just two, there will be a corner laying ceremony in April
with the Pawtuxet Rangers and Harmony Lodge, and the Grand
Lodge ladies have planned a miniature and/or 9 Hole Par 3 Golf
Tournament on Saturday, April 21 at Mulligan’s Island in Cranston.
This will be a great day for families and friends to attend. There will
be lots of prizes and raffle items. A special event is a target event
at the driving range to see who can hit a picture of the Grand
Master or Grand Council with the golf ball! All proceeds are to help
Ethan Place, our Eastern Star Masonic Home. The advertisement
is in this issue. Reserve the date to have some fun.

Brother Peter Iacobucci
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Greetings Brethren,
Gilly, Fran, Blanca, and I hope you all enjoyed wonderful
Christmas, Hanukkah, and New Year celebrations! Although it is
always a busy and stressful time as we try our best to decorate,
shop, and attend the various celebrations of friends and family, it
truly is a splendid way to end the calendar year and approach the
New Year. During the season we concentrate more than usual on
our personal relationships and open our hearts a great deal more
to those in need whom we know not. We look to the New Year
with hope of a brighter future and more disciplined self. As we turn
the calendar page we feel as if it is a fresh start that will result in a
better life for us and those around us. Interestingly we as
Freemasons hold the feelings of the season, in a smaller way,
throughout the year. Our various Masonic events, lodge meetings,
degree work, and charitable efforts permeate our Masonic life and
keep us focused on our duties to God and others. The month of
December raises our level of charity. It is amazing to see the
donations, food baskets, Christmas meals, toys, and gift cards that
are dispersed. The gifts to the Veteran’s Home and Veteran’s
Hospital celebrate those who have given of themselves to us. We
accomplished this as a Craft. We should not be proud as that
inflates ourselves, but happy to be in position to assist those in
need and beyond doubt feel our tenents, not as mere words but as
brotherly love in action. What a gift it is to help those in need! As
we assist the downtrodden, it gives them a glimmer of hope in
otherwise hopeless circumstances.
January was riddled with annual installations and dinners that
mark the new Masonic year for many lodges. Officers progress on
their journey to the East and build themselves little by little into a
personal edifice that they dream to achieve. Excitement abounds
as we climb the Masonic ladder and learn our ritual, make new
Masons, sponsor lodge events, and attend visitations. It is a life
like no other, it is a Masonic life, especially as your Grand Master
and Grand Marshal. Gilly and I have so far completed over 120
events, meetings, visitations, and dinners both in and out of our
Grand Jurisdiction. To be with you brethren is treasured. No words
can explain.

In closing my Brothers, a Masonic life is a busy life as we try our
best to give as much of ourselves as possible to a most noble
fraternity, whose wages we receive in the form of a gladdened
heart and a life filled with brotherly love and affection for all.
Blessing to you all,
M∴W∴Peter Iacobucci
Grand Master

Rhode Island FREEMASON
(USPS 366-750)
Published by the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue, East Providence, RI 02914
Published in December, February, April, June, August
and October
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
The Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue, East Providence, RI 02914
Periodicals Paid in Providence, RI

________________________________________________________________

Miracle on Metacom Avenue
By: R∴W∴Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM
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room” is equipped with a glowing fireplace, wide screen television
and comfortable furnishings. The resident’s rooms are spacious
and bright each with its own bathroom and shower. The reading
areas provide a quiet place to read, socialize or just time for
personal reflection. As you walk through there are several pieces
of artwork, which depict a location in our state or military scene.
Every detail, every facet of the interior was meticulously paid
attention to, nothing was overlooked. Everyone from the resident
to administration to the architect had input in the final design. The
genuine warmth of everyone made a cold seasonal day into a
warm welcoming setting. The one way I can describe the interior,
it looked like you were in a 5-star resort in paradise, but the best
description is that it felt like home!

I’m sure many have heard of that old beloved movie, “Miracle on
34th Street”, truly there was a miracle of a different kind on
Metacom Avenue on this very cold Veterans’ Day. The miracle I
speak of is not restoring the belief of a little girl in Santa Claus, but
the miracle of a shiny new Veterans’ Home in Bristol, RI for our
many war Veterans who have given so much of themselves in
defense of our beliefs.
The original Veterans Home first broke ground in 1890, when it
first served Rhode Island veterans of the Civil War, providing
meals and quarters. The building you may be most familiar with in
passing through Bristol was erected in 1955 with several additions
along the way. The new facility began with a bond approval in
2012, with construction beginning in 2015, and occupancy in 2017.
The new home provides services for our state’s 67,000 plus war
veterans with skilled care, assuring every veteran will not be
forgotten.

The ribbon cutting ceremony brought many of our civic, state and
federal dignitaries who echoed sentiments of a long overdue
project that truly honors the service and sacrifice our veterans and
their families have made for our country.
I will not be able to come close in describing to you the atmosphere
within the building when we walked in. There is work that still
remains to be done on the grounds, but the building is nothing
short of spectacular. Within the facility itself there are six
communities each appropriately named and labeled in military
style. Each community spoke has its own private dining area that
will allow families to visit and eat with their loved ones. A “living

Above: Grand Lodge Council members pose with Governor Gina Raimondo
and Director of Veterans Affairs Kasim Yarn.
Below: R∴W∴Kenneth Poyton, Senior Grand Warden, presents a plaque to the
governor on behalf of the Grand Lodge and all RI Masons in thanks for the
efforts of her and her staff for helping make the new home a reality.

In closing, if you are fortunate
enough to visit the facility,
please do, you will be
amazed. To our Brother,
R∴W∴General Rick Baccus,
and to all our veterans
throughout our state, we
thank you for all you have
done. May God continue to
bless all those who fight for
our freedoms and walk in
harm’s way.
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The Esoteric Meaning of the
Twin Pillars
Boaz & Joachim
By: R∴W∴Robert Palazzo, DDGM
From a presentation given at a meeting of the Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations College of the Societas Rosicruciana in Civitabus Foederatis in 2017.

The one thing about Freemasonry which both attracts and repels
is Freemasonry’s ostensible connection with all things esoteric. It
has become both a blessing and a curse, which in itself is ironic as
the pillars are also said to have a dual purpose. They represent
opposing forces.
In the early days, the accusation against Freemasonry being
esoteric is two-fold. First, that its members engage in esoteric
practices, second that the Masons engage in esoteric study. It was
during this religious insurrection that Freemasonry was thought of
as heretical or satanic. When the word esoteric in its most simple
term is translated into “Hidden from Sight”. Certainly, anything
esoteric is not necessarily evil.
Freemasonry came into its present form during the Age of
Enlightenment and its members were considered the free thinkers
of their time. It has also been said that the Fellow Craft degree
symbolizes the intellectual awakening of the candidate and his
mature development as a thinker. You will also find that the Fellow
Craft degree draws heavily upon the symbolism of Jewish mystical
thought and on the symbols of alchemy. It was also during this Age
of Enlightenment that several important symbols surfaced within
the 2nd section of the Fellow Craft degree and none more important
than the powerful and complex pillars of Boaz and Jachin.
To begin with, these pillars were either brass or bronze. In either
case they came from a combination of “Sun” metal, that being
copper and “Moon” metal that being either tin or zinc. This mixture
of Sun and Moon expressed harmony and balance. Passing
through these pillars represents a chance for a new beginning. The
fact that these pillars were hollow made an opportune vehicle to
store one’s baggage of the past, as the lodge does not regard or
remember the faults of a novitiate prior to joining the lodge.
In addition, the pillars may be seen representing two out of the
three pillars of the “Tree of Life”, the Jewish mystical symbol for
the creation of the universe. The names of the 3 pillars of the Tree
of Life were often seen as strength and wisdom with the third pillar
being harmony, placed between them. Thus, when a candidate
passed between them, he in essence becomes harmony, and
enters a life in which the spiritual dominates the physical.
“II Chronicles 17” states “behold, and he raised up the pillars
before the temple, one on the right hand and the other on the left
and called the name of that on the right Jachin and that upon the
left Boaz”.
Since the dawn of civilization, two pillars have guarded the
entrance of sacred and mysterious places. Whether in art or
architecture, twin pillars are archetypal symbols representing an
important gateway or passage toward the unknown. In
Freemasonry, the pillars Boaz and Jachin represent one of the
brotherhood’s most recognizable symbols and most times is
prominently featured in Masonic art, documents, and buildings.
The concept of the twin pillars standing at the gate of sacred
places can be traced back to the ancient civilizations of antiquity.
In ancient Greece, the Pillars of Hercules was the name applied to
the promontories that flank the entrance to the straights of
Gibraltar. According to Plato’s account, the lost realm of Atlantis
was located beyond the Pillars of Hercules, in effect, placing them
in the realm of the unknown. Tradition says the pillars bore the
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warning; “Nec Plus Ultra” meaning “nothing further beyond”, and
served as a warning to sailors and navigators to go no further.
Symbolically speaking, going beyond the Pillars of Hercules meant
leaving the foulness of this world into the realm of higher
enlightenment.
In Freemasonry, the Masonic usage of the terms Boaz and Jachin
originates from the Biblical account of King Solomon’s Temple.
The master builder of the temple was Hiram Abiff a prominent
figure in all our teachings. “1 Kings Chapters 6,7, and 8,” describe
the dimensions, construction, and dedication of the Temple. One
passage in particular specifically describes the twin pillars in front
of Solomon’s Temple and I quote:
“For he cast two pillars of brass, of eighteen cubits high apiece,
and a line of twelve cubits did compass either of them about.”
“And he made two chapiters of molten brass to set upon the tops
of the pillars. The height of the one chapiter was five cubits and
the height of the other chapiter was five cubits.”
“The nets of checker work and wreaths of chain work for the
chapiters which were upon the top of the pillars, seven for one
chapiter and seven for the other chapiter.”
“And he made the pillars, and two rows upon the one network to
cover the chapiters that were upon the top, with pomegranates
and so he did for the other chapiter.”
“And the lily work upon the top of the chapiters were of four
cubits.”
And as the right pillar was set up he named it Jachin and as he set
up the left pillar he named it Boaz and so the work of the pillars
was finished.
The account of Solomon’s Temple is of great importance to
Freemasonry as each detail of the building holds an important
esoteric meaning. As mentioned before the Pillars act as a portal
to the mysterious. According to the ancient Rabbis, Solomon was
an initiate of the Mystery schools and the Temple in which he built
was actually a house of initiation containing a mass of pagan,
philosophic, and phallic emblems. The pomegranates, the palm
headed columns, the pillars before the door, coupled with the
arrangement of the chambers and draperies all indicate the
Temple to have been patterned after sanctuaries of Egypt and
Atlantis.
Albert Pike had his own description and I quote, “you entered the
lodge between two columns. They represent the two which stood
on the porch of the Temple, one on each side of the great eastern
gateway. These pillars of bronze were four fingers breadth in
thickness according to the most accurate account, eighteen cubits
in height with a capital of five cubits high. The shaft of each was
four cubits in diameter. A cubit being one foot and 707/1000s, that
is, the shaft of each was a little over thirty feet eight inches in
height. The capital was a little over eight feet six inches in height,
and the diameter of the shaft six feet ten inches. The capitals were
enriched with pomegranates of bronze covered by bronze network and ornamented with wreaths of bronze, and appear to have
imitated the shape of the seed-vessel of the lotus or Egyptian lily,
a sacred symbol to the Hindus and Egyptians. Both these columns
as you may be aware have a Hebrew translation from the Old
Testament. The etymology can thus be explained, the word
“Jachin” in Hebrew was pronounced Ya-Kayan, meaning firm,
upright, or stable. Boaz on the other hand is “Baaz” meaning power
or might. The one on the right means, “He Shall Establish” and the
second, “in it is strength.” One thing you may not be aware of is
that these columns were imitations created by Khurum the Tyrian
(continued on page 6)
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(continued from Page 5, Boaz and Joachim)

artist, and similar columns stood at the entrance of the famous
Temple of Malkarth in the city of Tyre.
Another fact that may have slipped your notice unless your day is
spent dealing in the occult is that the High Priestess of the Tarot,
“La Papessa” or the “Popess” wearing her Triregnum or Papal
Tiara sits between the pillars Boaz and Jachin. As with most occult
symbols the twin pillars conceal multiple layers of meaning, some
intended for the profane others divulged in the higher degrees of
Freemasonry. However viewed, the pillars as stated earlier
represent the equilibrium of two opposing forces. Aside from their
dimensions, in York Rite Masonry the pillars are most often seen
with a ball or globe placed on top. In essence the pillars most likely
had a bowl, one containing fire and the other water. The celestial
globe or fire bowl surmounting Jachin symbolized the divine man,
the terrestrial globe or water bowl symbolized the earthly man. The
pillars also connote the active and passive expressions of divine
energy, the sun and the moon, sulphur and salt, good and bad,
etc. The door placed between them leads to the House of God and
standing at the gates of Sanctuary they are reminded that Jehovah
is both androgynous (both male and female) and an anthropomorphic (having human qualities) deity. The parallel columns
also denote the zodiac signs of Cancer and Capricorn, which were
formerly placed in the chamber of initiation to represent birth and
death, the extremes of physical life. Freemasons know them to
represent the summer and winter solstices or a more modern
comparative appellation would be the two Saints John.
The twin pillars also showed up at the Kabalistic Temple of
Solomon. In the Kabalah these pillars explained all the mysteries
of antagonism, whether natural, political, or religious. They
elucidate the procreative struggle between man and woman.
According to the laws of nature, the woman must resist the man,
and he must entice or overcome her. Such is the significance of
the two pillars, they are distinct and separate, contrary in
appearance. Separately their power is one joined, and they would
destroy one another. And for precisely the same reason the
spiritual power is weakened when it attempts to usurp the temporal
and the temporal becomes victim if it encroaches on the spiritual.
Human equilibrium requires two feet, the world gravitates by two
forces and generations need two sexes.
When the two pillars find equilibrium, it is said to generate a third
pillar, one in the middle, which esoterically represents man or
mankind. It will also signify the union of Sushumna and the
Kundalini, this sacred marriage will create and radiate throughout
the human body filling it with divine light. It is then that humanity
will become the third column, Wisdom.
In Qabbalistic teachings the pillars represent Sepiroth, the Tree of
Life and symbolize mercy and severity. When interpreted
Qabbalistically, the name of the two pillars mean, “In strength shall
my house be established.” In the splendor of mental and spiritual
illumination the High Priest stood between the two pillars as a mute
witness to the perfect virtue of equilibrium, that hypothetical point
equidistant from all extremes. Thus, he personified the divine
nature of man, the mysterious Pythagorean Monad in the
presence of Duad. The column on the right, Jachin, has its
foundation on Chochmah, the outpouring Wisdom of God. The
three globes suspended from it are all masculine potencies. The
column on the left, Boaz has three globes suspended from it, which
have feminine receptive potencies. It is acknowledged that the
three pillars are ultimately united in Malchuth in which all the
powers of the superior worlds are manifested. The teachings of the
“Tree of Life” are a very heady subject and to understand them,
one must study intensely to understand their purpose.
In pop culture the pillars are sometimes used for other reasons,
other than decorative and take on an esoteric meaning. The simple

act of standing between or passing through them symbolically
represents a transformation or initiation. This symbol is cleverly
disguised and can be found in music, film and literature. One such
place it can be found is in the first book of the Harry Potter series,
where he first discovers he is a wizard. His initiation is visually
portrayed on the cover as him going through two pillars. One might
not know that the original title for the book was “Harry Potter and
the Philosopher’s Stone.” The Philosopher’s Stone being an
ancient alchemical concept representing illumination. In the music
world, rapper Kayne West stands in the middle of twin pillars in his
highly symbolic video, “Power.” Among the plethora of esoteric
symbols found in the 2009 fantasy film “the Imagination of Doctor
Parnassus”, the twin pillars adorn both sides of the stage as the
leader of a traveling theatre group having made a bet with the devil
takes them through a magical mirror to explore their imagination
and present them with a choice of self-fulfillment or gratifying
ignorance.
In today’s world, two pillars stand in front of the IRS building in New
Carrollton, Maryland. The IRS being the most despised institution
in America, constructed a state of the art building, but it’s not the
building that gets all the attention, it’s the odd work of art which
profoundly guards the entrance. To most people the art displayed
means nothing, but to those versed in secret society symbolism,
the implications are manifold and profound. Two black and white
pillars made of the highest quality marble; denoting Masonic
duality guard the gateway. They are topped by two hands pointing
skyward, known as the “Hands of Mystery”. Between the two pillars
is a dark pyramid with a metallic capstone on which is written “We
the People.” This 1997 work is called “Vox Poluli,” which is Latin
for “the voice of the people”. As for why this symbol appears at the
IRS, there is a basic and usually unsatisfactory meaning given to
the masses. Additional pillars can also be found in the city of
Astana, Khazakhstan whose architecture and layout contain
numerous occult elements.
Very likely many of us have wondered from time to time what the
true meaning of the pillars are and why the strange names; and
just as easily dismissed the subject as one of those inexplicable
things handed down from the Bible from old times which have no
practical meaning in today’s world. Nevertheless, these strange
names are not without purpose. They contain the key to the entire
Bible and to the whole order of nature.
The meaning of Boaz is clearly seen in the Book of Ruth. There,
Boaz appears as the kinsman exercising his right of pre-emption,
so familiar to those versed in Oriental Law. The right of preemption, has for its purpose the maintenance of the family as a
social unit; the right to purchase back property to return it to the
family it once belonged. In the story, Boaz brings the alienated
estate into the family not only as a matter of law but because of his
membership in the family and his motive for doing so is his love for
Ruth. So, there should not be a reason why the name of Boaz is
attached to the mysterious pillar when we seek it’s meaning. Thus,
the two pillars typify Unity and the redeeming power of love. St.
Paul speaks of the “Unity” of the spirit which is the “Bond of
Peace”, and “Love” which is the “Bond of Perfectness.” It is what
St. Paul alludes to when he calls God the Father from whom every
family in Heaven and on Earth is named.
In closing, these two pillars, therefore, stand for the great spiritual
principals that are the basis of all life: Jachin typifying the Unity
resulting from being, and Boaz, typifying the Unity resulting from
Love. This Dual-Unity we find is the key or evolution of Spirit, and
the reason that these two ancient pillars has been preserved in our
scriptures. They contain infinite meanings, which appear to be the
most meaningless, but will be found to contain the deepest
significance.


____________________________________________________________________

Masonic Worry
By: Brother Ralph Boragine
A short time ago, December 6 of last year, I sat in front of my laptop
and watched the live video presentation by Sovereign Grand
Commander Dave Glattly from Scottish Rite Northern Jurisdiction.
If you missed it, the show was a review of the Jurisdiction’s twoyear research to figure out where we are going as a Craft and what
it will take to get us there, and how happy brothers are and what
they saw as important. The study also took a sampling from nonMasons to figure out what the view was from the outside. Lastly,
their plans for the future.
I was thrilled to hear all the plans. The main goal is to increase
membership in Scottish Rite. How do you do that? Well, rather
than a straight sales pitch to get more blue lodge brothers to join
Scottish Rite in the Northern Jurisdiction, they have taken the longterm holistic view. You need more blue lodge brothers to make this
happen, so, it was gratifying to learn that their desire is to help all
Grand Lodges in all states participate and benefit from the
program.
All in all, wonderful news, and great news for our own Grand
Jurisdiction since our leadership continues to support the work of
our public relations committee. Not only will Scottish Rite make the
materials available, but they are prepared to help Grand Lodges
customize the materials.
The tag line “Not just a man. A Mason.” has been copyrighted and
will appear with the square and compasses on all materials
produced. There will be guidelines for their use to ensure that the
message continues to be clear and concise across all venues.
I was also happy to hear that they recognize that some brothers
want a deeper understanding of the Craft and how important it is
to bring millennials into the Craft. Apparently, millennials will be
drawn in by the increase of baby boomers who also represent
potential members. I was thinking about this and it occurred to me
that it would be wonderful if it was father and son connection. Yes,
we know that happens, but I think this is more of an uncle/nephew
happening. Dads are important, I know this, I’m one, but I am
thinking of the favorite uncle who takes the edge off dad’s rigidness
and is the buddy rather than the authoritarian.
It was also interesting to see them downplay history, as in famous
brothers through time, etc. Not that it is a negative, but that it is a
neutral. I think that this extends over to the military as a selling tool,
as well. Both famous brothers and our collective service to the
country and community are certainly pluses for any organization,
kind of like extra jimmies or double fudge on your ice cream, but
not the reason to get ice cream. It is the particular place you go to
get your ice cream, Masonry versus Elks or other groups.
So, shared values, relationships and personal spiritual growth are
the three big ideas that will draw men into the Craft. As we
understand it, Freemasonry is a way of life. It’s not a weekend
thing or supper out with the guys a few times a month, it is men
wanting guidance and the tools to better themselves, an
understanding of their own path to becoming the best they can
be.
So why am I worried? Well, I look around and see lots of new
initiates in all lodges across the state and I hear the old timers
saying this happens in cycles. If we look at our history, you really
have to say yeah almost, but not quite. Lots more join than stay
connected, so the ranks have not replenished. We can see this
through the consolidation of lodges across the country over the
last 40 years. At some point endowments will be spent and
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diminished numbers will matter, and so it goes unless we use
some of these answers provided by this research to foster change.
I was reading a book - dangerous stuff that reading - “Measured
Expectations: the Challenges of Today’s Freemasonry” by Michael
R. Poll. This is a great read. He asks tons of questions and
provides lots of answers, or almost answers, to define his
measured expectations. He also clearly uncovers one of the
greatest mysteries of the Craft, communication. Apparently, we
do a very good job of not communicating. We have cellphones,
email, texting, and even regular old snail mail through the Post
Office, so why do monthly meeting notices arrive two days before
the meeting? Why do we treat the Trestle Boards like they are
archival periodicals, with lists of all past masters, living past
masters, lodge history, and other non-time-critical information? I
can only think of two reasons 1.) to hide the information that
everyone needs to know NOW, and 2.) To make it four pages long.
What is a lodge? I think of it as a group of men, a fraternity that
meets and collectively manages the individual work of its
members. They do this through regular meetings. Do they? I
wonder how do we do this if we don't do anything Masonic at those
meetings. Yes, I do understand that the opening and closing of a
lodge has meaning handed down through the ages and within itself
can be profound. The part of the meeting I am talking about is the
space between the opening and the closing of a lodge. Further
light needs to be squeezed into this activity by ensuring that there
is clarity and an understanding of our work and its meaning. I
suggest we take the non-Masonic programs from the profane and
move them to another time and open them to the public for free as
a public service, and refocus regular meeting time on educating
ourselves.
So, are we inviting others to discover how we balance our lives
through the principal points of our Craft, our tenets? Our mission
is prescribed by our obligations and the ancient charges and it is
primarily an inward focus. As the Sovereign Grand Commander so
eloquently stated, “Our vision statement - - we will strive to be a
fraternity that fulfills our Masonic obligation to care for our
members - - is our vision, and will remain that way. We want
everyone, members and non-members alike to know that ours is a
fraternity based on timeless values, strong brotherhood, personal
growth and caring for each other.”
Let’s get our collective acts together and make sure we are
prepared to not only clearly explain our mission and what is
expected of new petitioners, but to put the necessary educational
system in place to help them understand the meaning behind the
ritual and its performance. This, I believe, will foster their continued
participation and retain them.


Robert J. Allen Medical Equipment
Distribution Center
We are located at the
second entrance gate at
the Masonic-Shrine Youth
Park at 116 Long Avenue
in
the
Buttonwoods
section of Warwick.

For more information contact Brother George Donahue on the
Medical Equipment Center cell phone at 401-451-0184. You can
also email us at rifreemason@rimasons.org. It is important that
we know you are coming so that we can schedule pickups,
deliveries and maintenance work accordingly. Your help will be
greatly appreciated.
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2018 Rhode Island Masonic Scholarship
Sources and Information
There are many Scholarships available to children and grandchildren of members of Masonic Lodges in Rhode Island. There are also
scholarships available to members of the Order of Rainbow for Girls and members of the Order of DeMolay. Some of the Lodges have their
own scholarship programs as do some Eastern Star Chapters and other Concordant Bodies. This list is our attempt to inform as many members
and their families about those scholarships that are available, their basic requirements, and contact persons.

Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
The Masonic Grand Lodge of Rhode Island administers numerous scholarship programs, including the Fletcher Fund’s Masonic Youth
Foundation program. Request forms and information from Masonic Grand Lodge Charities of RI, Inc., attention: Scholarship Committee, 222
Taunton Avenue, East Providence, RI 02914 or call the Grand Lodge office at 401-435-4650. Grand Lodge also has scholarships available
to non-Masonic applicants.
The forms must be 100% accurately filled out and be received in the Grand Lodge office no later than 4:00 PM on Monday, April 16, 2018.
There are no exceptions.

Scottish Rite Valley of Providence

Abbott Scholarship

Currently enrolled freshman, sophomore, junior or senior at an accredited college or university. A minimum grade point average of 2.75 on a
4.0 scale. Freshman scholarships will be distributed after an acceptable GPA is submitted, following the first semester.
A child of a Scottish Rite Mason in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.
A member of a youth organization sponsored by the Masonic fraternity in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.
A graduate of one of the 32 degree Masonic Learning Centers for Children in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.
Not available to entering freshmen.

Albert P. Ruérat Scholarship.

For active DeMolay boys only.

Call Maria at the Scottish Rite office, 401-461-2480 for scholarship forms. If she is not available, Tom Yeaw can help. The office is open
Monday – Thursday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. The forms must be submitted in duplicate and must be in the hands of Scottish Rite no later than
April 1, 2018. Scottish Rite 2115 Broad Street, Cranston, RI 02905.

Rainbow Grand Assembly & Rainbow Girls Foundation Inc.
Scholarships are available for Rainbow Girls who are members in good standing in a Rhode Island Rainbow Assembly. Applicants must first
apply during senior year in high school and may apply for 4 consecutive years. You must have a 2.0 grade point average and be a full time
student with at least 12 credit hours per semester. Applications may be obtained from your Mother Advisor, the chairperson of the Scholarship
Committee, or downloaded from Rainbow website, www.rirainbowgirls.org. Rhode Island Grand Assembly also has a scholarship specifically
for nursing students.

Grand Chapter of Rhode Island, O.E.S. & Eastern Star Foundation of RI Inc.
General education scholarships are available to those who have a State of Rhode Island Eastern Star or Masonic relationship or to those who
were or who are a member in good standing of Rainbow or DeMolay in the State of Rhode Island. Scholarships are available for sophomore,
junior, senior, and post-graduate years in college.
Estarl Scholarships are for those preparing for leadership roles in various fields of religious service including ministers, priests,
missionaries, church music directors, and church youth directors and counselors. Applications for the above two scholarships can
be obtained from Mrs. Kathryn A. Newman, Grand Secretary, 65 Ethan Street, Warwick, RI 02888, 401-228-8499,
knewman58@cox.net. They are also available on the Grand Chapter website at www.gcrioes.org.
Adah Chapter No. 15, Order of the Eastern Star
Applications for the following scholarships may be obtained from Mrs. Frances M. Kane, 95 Farnum Road, Warwick, RI 02888, 401463-8367, frankane@cox.net.
The Round Scholarship is for current members in good standing and those with a majority from a Rhode Island Rainbow Assembly,
preference given to members of East Greenwich Assembly No 4.
The Gardiner Scholarship is for members, children and grandchildren of Adah Chapter and the former Martha Chapter.
Nestell Chapter Scholarship is for those who have an Eastern Star relationship with members of the former Nestell Chapter.
Philia Chapter Scholarship Scholarship is for a first-year college student who will graduate from Ponagansett High School. The
application can be obtained from Mrs. Larry Thienel, 37 Davis Road, North Scituate, RI 02857, 401-474-2190,
Allison.Thienel@NEMoves.com.

____________________________________________________________________
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East Greenwich Assembly No. Applicant must be an active member of East Greenwich Assembly No. 4 who has had 3 years
perfect attendance and has earned all merit bars and a Pot of Gold. Applications can be obtained from Mrs. Barbara Parisella, 305
John Franklin Road, Hope, RI 02831, 401-487-4473, barbaralou79@gmail.com.
Eastern Star Foundation of RI Inc.
There is a music scholarship fund which is not for college attendance. It offers scholarship assistance to anyone for organ lessons,
providing the applicant commits to play for her/his Chapter or Assembly.
Deadline for all completed scholarship applications is JUNE 15TH.
If you do not complete the year for which the scholarship is granted, it is expected that the amount of the scholarship will be repaid
to the applicable grantor fund.

St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
The scholarship is for the sons, daughters, and grandchildren of living St. Johns lodge members plus one Rainbow Girl and one DeMolay
Boy. Minimum GPA for acceptance: 2.75 of a scale of 4.0. Mail or email a request for an application to: Secretary, Wyman P Hallstrom, Jr.,
secretary1prov@gmail.com. The completed form must be postmarked no later than April 30, 2018.

Harmony Lodge No. 9
The scholarship is available to sons and daughters of members of Harmony Lodge No. 9. Contact Alan French, Secretary at
alan.french@afrench.id.com.

Hope Lodge No. 25
A scholarship is awarded annually to a student who is a member or a close relation to a member of Hope Lodge No. 25, A.F. & A.M. Wakefield,
RI on the basis of academic achievement and financial need. Student must attend URI and fill out the appropriate university and federal
financial aid forms to be considered for this award. The applications are administered by URI, not the Lodge. Income from endowment for a
scholarship awarded recipient is selected by URI Enrollment Services, not the lodge. http://web.uri.edu/catalog/files/scholarships-awards.pdf

Adelphoi Lodge No. 33
This scholarship is available to sons, daughters, grandchildren of members of Adelphoi Lodge No. 33 and members of RI Rainbow or RI
DeMolay. Applications are available through the secretary, Edward Kdonian at ekdonian@verizon.net

Redwood Lodge No. 35
The Redwood Scholarship is for children and grandchildren of a member of Redwood Lodge. An applicant can receive a scholarship once
and for the first year of college only. The due date for applications is June 1, 2018. Applications available from the secretary, Samuel Miller,
401-523-5720, smiller64@aol.com

Grand Commandery of York Rite Masons

Scholarships are for junior and senior college students only.

Request an application from; Robert C. Corr, Grand Recorder and Grand Secretary: yorkriteboston@gmail.com 617-426-1973. The
application must be received no later than April 30, 2018.

Providence Chapter of Royal Arch Masons
This scholarship is for the children and grandchildren of living or deceased members of the Providence Chapter only, plus Rainbow Girls and
DeMolay Boys. Send a request for a scholarship form to: Mazen Alsabe at malsabe@yahoo.com. An email request is preferred. The request
for an application must be submitted by the student (applicant) and be received no later than March 31st.

Calvary Commandery No. 13 of York Rite Masons
For the family members and descendants of Calvary Commandery members only. Contact James Ogilvie at jogilthorp@yahoo.com or 401954-8334 for an application. Available only to sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Scholarships are awarded on a first come, first granted basis.
Applications may be submitted January 1st through July 31, 2018.



Steak Fry Fund Raiser
Above and Beyond the Call of Duty
Award Presentation
Friday May 4, 2018
Club Frontenac
1143 Main Street West Warwick, RI
6:00 PM Social Hour
Family and Friends Invited

7:00 PM Dinner
$27.00 per person

For Tickets Contact: Bradford L. Barco, P.G.M. 761 Nooseneck Hill Road West Greenwich, RI 02817
BLB1134@Yahoo.Com 401-397-3226 / 401-487-4336
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Grand Lodge Ladies’ Charity Event
for Ethan Place Home

Miniature or 9 Hole Par 3 Golf Tournament
Place: Mulligan’s Island 1000 New London Avenue Cranston
Date: Saturday, April 21, 2018 (Rain Date – April 28)
Time: 9:15 AM Registration – 10:00 Shotgun
Free Parking
Winners: 4 - First Prizes
(3 for Golf & 1 for Driving Range Target)
Multiple other Prize Categories!
Fees:

$25.00 per person (Teams of up to 6 golfers)
$75.00 Family of four
$15.00 Children 12 and under
Fee includes: Clubs, Balls, and Score Cards.
Golf Carts: only 3 available @ $15.00 by reservation only

Other Events: Raffle with great prizes
Driving Range Target
(4’x4’ Grand Council Picture)
No host coffee and breakfast pastries by Mulligan’s Island
Sponsorships:
Miniature Golf Course Sponsorship - $50.00
9 Hole Par 3 Course Sponsorship - $100.00
Tickets and Sponsorships: To be purchased
through the Grand Lodge Office
Checks or Credit Cards Accepted
Make Checks payable to: Grand Lodge Charities

RI Freemason
Deadlines
The RI Freemason is published 6 times a
year based on the Masonic Calendar of
the Grand Master's year, which runs from
May to May.

From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue. Unfortunately, we did not
have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate, I have saved the material for
our next issue. As a reminder please submit your material for future issues before the
deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis. As the deadline approaches, there
is less and less space available and your material may not be published if received on or after
the deadline date.
A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions;

The issues will be published as follows:
JUNE/JULY
Deadline: May 1st
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Deadline: July 1st
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Deadline: September 1st
DECEMBER/JANUARY
Deadline: November 1st

•
•
•
•
•

Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files
Please no PDF files, they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first serve
basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

Fraternally,
Brother, Richard Lynch
Editor:

R∴W∴Richard F. Lynch

FEBRUARY/MARCH
Deadline: January 1st

Associate Editors:

M∴W∴Leon C. Knudsen, PGM
R∴W∴Jack Anderson
Millie T. Hallstrom

APRIL/MAY
Deadline: March 1st

Editorial Advisior:

M∴W∴Carl B. Willi, PGM
R∴W∴Grand Secretary

____________________________________________________________________________________

Report from the Masonic Districts
METRO DISTRICT

RWRobert B. Ellston, DDGM
Warm Winter Greetings from the Metro District.
Once again, the Holiday Season has come and gone. I hope and
trust that one and all enjoyed a happy and joyous time with family
and friends wherever your travels took you over the holidays.
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Official Visitation to Washington Lodge No. 3. This was no regular
visitation as the program of the evening consisted of delivering a
50-year Service Medal, Washington Lodge making an honorary
Past Master, and finally welcoming a new brother to their lodge.
Now, you may say what is special about that, it has been
happening for years. Normally you would be right except that this
evening we honored one of our brothers who first off was a 67year Mason and experienced an interesting twist of fate that
prevented him from ever being Master, that deserves mentioning.

The “Penguin Plunge,” our very special event and Metro District
Charity was to be held on January 1, unfortunately the event had
to be postponed until a later date because of the extremely cold
weather.
January was somewhat busy in the District with Jenks Lodge No.
24 holding their Annual Communication on Saturday January 6,
and electing Brother Jason Rainone as their new Master. It was
my pleasure to welcome our Grand Master, Most Worshipful
Brother Peter Iacobucci, into the Lodge where he assisted in the
Installation Ceremony by installing Brother Rainone as Master.
Our Grand Master has known Brother Rainone since he was a
youngster. The following Monday evening, I had the pleasure of
making my Official Visitation to Redwood Lodge No. 35 and
presenting 50-year Service Medals to four very deserving
brothers. I cannot express how gratifying it is to present a brother
with his 50-year medal and listen to him tell what Masonry has
meant to him throughout those years.
February and March look to be busy as well. Keith and I will be
making our Official Visitation to Jenks Lodge on February 26. On
March 7 we will travel up North to Lafayette Lodge No.47 to join
with the Grand Master as he makes his Official Visitation to the
Northern District. The end of the month, March 26 to be exact, the
Grand Master will be paying the Metro District an Official Visitation
at Jenks Lodge and then on the March 27 he will be the Collegivm
Luminosvm for a Special Visitation. These are great times to come
out and visit with your brethren from other lodges and other
Districts. Why not come out join us and support the Craft.
As an example of what traveling to other lodges can expose you
to, St. Johns No.1 Providence and Ezekial Bates Lodge (Attleboro,
MA) held a joint meeting on December 20 in the city of Attleboro,
and what a time it was. The lodge room was filled to capacity, our
Grand Master, M∴W∴Peter Iacobucci was the guest speaker and
the Most Worshipful Grand Master of Massachusetts, M∴W∴Paul
Gleason was in attendance as well. How great it is to “break
bread” with and get to know brethren from other jurisdictions and
strengthen our common bond.
Keith and I are planning to make some un-official visits to other
lodges within and without the district during the coming months as
the weather and our schedules permit. We look forward to
“meeting you on the level” if you should be at one of our stops.
As always, may the Supreme Architect bless and keep you and
yours. Please my Brothers, remember those less fortunate and do
as you are able to comfort and relieve their distresses.


EAST BAY DISTRICT

RW Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM
Hello Brethren,
Normally I try not to provide you with my travel details within the
district and leave you with a message to ponder, but this edition I
will take an ‘excuse me’ and report on what has happened within
the East Bay. This past December both Brad and I made our

First, our newest member to the 50-year club is Brother Fred
Warrender. Unfortunately, the wheels of life don’t always turn as
they should and at times there are circumstances that preclude
events from happening. That being life as it is, W∴Steve Curria,
spoke to me about Brother Warrender, and that he hadn’t received
his 50-year Service Medal last year. I contacted R∴W∴Bob Ellston,
he explained what had happened and R∴W∴Bob always insisting
on completing his duties especially the presentation of a 50-year
medal wanted to be on hand to present his medal. Well, with the
assistance of the Master we were able to smooth out the road and
that evening, R∴W∴Bob was able to pin Brother Fred with his
medal to a standing ovation. Congratulations Brother Fred on a
well-deserved honor and a thank you to R∴W∴Bob for being able
to assist us that night. Brother Warrender was an interesting
brother to speak with. We were extremely grateful and honored to
catch up with him and present him with his medal.
The next occasion was something we had been working on a few
months and that was surprising Brother George Bolton a 67-year
Mason with the title of Honorary Past Master. You see, Brother
Bolton many years ago was in line to someday be Master of his
Lodge when WWII broke out and doing what most men did during
that time, he entered the service to defend our country which of
course disrupted his Masonic career. Well the war ended, and
Brother Bolton returned home and to his lodge to once again
progress through the line to be Master. As fate would have it,
Brother Bolton was once again called to serve his country and
entered the service during the Korean conflict. As you know the
war finally ended and Brother George returned home but never
again progressed through the officer line, but served his lodge
faithfully for many years. The brothers of Washington Lodge ever
seeing fit to honor a faithful brother decided unanimously to bestow
the title of Honorary Past Master on Brother Bolton. That evening
with a little pomp and circumstance Brother George was surprised,
and was made an Honorary Past Master of Washington Lodge with
all the rights and privileges afforded that position. Congratulations
Brother George and thank you for serving our country to allow us
to the freedoms we enjoy.
(continued on page 12)
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(continued from Page 11, East Bay District)

going. Offer to stop by and pick him up on the way. Your
enthusiasm might be the catalyst that sparks the interest of several
brothers. And when you arrive at the lodge that night and pass
through the door to be welcomed by your other brothers you will
find that the value that everyone gets from your visit and will
permeate the lodge and become a cure for whatever ails you. Give
it a try and let me know how it works for you, because I can tell you
that it always works for me!
May the blessings of heaven rest upon us and all regular Masons.
May brotherly love prevail, and every moral and social virtue
cement us.


CENTRAL DISTRICT

RW André H. Faria, Jr., DDGM
Brothers,

And finally, the newest member to Washington Lodge was no
stranger in some ways, his family was directly responsible for the
murals that adorn the walls of the lodge. Brother Ken Bosworth
was made a member of Washington Lodge that evening.
Accompanying him was his family and they are in process of
cleaning and restoring the murals, which is a delicate and painstaking process. Welcome Brother Ken and a huge thank you to
his family and Washington Lodge for taking care of one of our
Masonic treasures.


NORTHERN DISTRICT
RW Douglas J. Grant, DDGM
Brethren all,
The winter is in full swing and we have already had our fill of cold
weather. We have seen rain, snow, sleet, temperatures down to
zero degrees and temperatures up to 50 degrees. This wide range
of outdoor conditions sometimes makes it difficult to get out and
travel and visit our lodges. It makes it even more of a challenge to
get out and visit another lodge within this jurisdiction and even in
your own district.
However, the benefits of traveling still remain valuable when the
weather is bad as they are when the weather is good. Masters of
lodges put a lot of effort into creating programs and events that will
encourage their members to get out and visit their lodges on a
monthly basis. These programs require planning and effort not
only by the Master but also by the presenters. There are several
brothers that attend many lodges to present programs that have
Masonic teachings and great value to all of us. There are several
other brothers that have presented programs that are of
educational value because they may be about the history of our
state or community. Still other brothers present programs that
provide information on topics that we can all relate to and might
benefit from.
Whenever I travel to any lodge I make an effort to know what the
program is and to let the Master of that lodge know that I will be
attending. Sometimes it may not be convenient for me to go or the
weather may not be cooperating, but I have always found that I
have benefited in one way or another from the visit. I also believe
that the lodge benefits by having a brother on the sidelines there
to support them. The Master and the presenter always enjoy
having brothers from their lodge, from their district, from this
jurisdiction and even from other jurisdictions there to support them.
My point is this, while it may not always be easy to travel to your
lodge or to another lodge because we are in the middle of winter
and the conditions aren’t perfect, we should make our best effort
to go and support each other. Call a friend and ask him if he is

The first half of our Masonic Year literally flew by and we are now
in the midst of great activity in our lodges. I was so pleased to be
present at some of the lodges over the past several weeks to enjoy
spending time with our brothers and look forward to spending time
with some of the others as well. Ionic Lodge No. 28 under the care
of its Master, W∴Richard Buckley did an outstanding job initiating
several brothers into our fraternity. The ritual work was so well
done by so many who had clearly put a lot of time and effort into
their parts. I was particularly impressed by the best rendition of the
Cardinal Virtues that I have ever experienced as delivered by
Senior Warden and Past Master W∴Charles Wilkinson. When a
lodge can provide such dedicated attention to the ritual of our
ceremonies, few things make a more lasting impression upon
young Masonic minds.
We also had the pleasure of being with Harmony Lodge No.12
during their annual communication as we witnessed the transition
of leadership from W∴Michael Cunningham to the new Master,
W∴Mick Torgan. It has been a difficult year for this lodge as they
have experienced more than its share of loss over the past few
months. Nevertheless, the brothers are focused and committed to
living what they profess, to teach to the younger Masons in the
lodge. It truly is a great example of how brothers transition from
chair to chair, station to station and with open arms assume new
roles and responsibilities, all for the good of the lodge. Truly
impressive!
Daylight Lodge No. 48 under the leadership of its new Master,
W∴Ray Brisson; and Manchester Lodge No. 12 under the guiding
hand of its new Master W∴Jeffrey Kozlin are moving along with
great alacrity and providing a variety of interesting programs
intended to bring the brothers together in fellowship and harmony.
I hope to spend time with these lodges over the next few months
and enjoy their company as the new year begins.
As we find ourselves in the middle of winter, my mind wandered to
the date of February 2, that day of the second month we call
“Groundhog Day.” Reportedly having its origins in a small
Pennsylvania town a few hours west and north of where W∴Brandt
hails from. At some point someone believed that an animal seeing
its shadow – or not – was a predictor of the remaining duration of
winter. In my yard the only shadow the groundhog sees is the one
my large frame displays when attempting to chase it away from the
vegetable garden! Isn’t it funny what our minds sometimes
“believe” that a shadow or no shadow, the obscuring of the sun or
the radiance of light, one bringing a sigh (perhaps) and the other
bringing hope. Groundhog Day is also the title of a rather
interesting movie starring Bill Murray wherein he is destined to relive February 2 and repeats the same mistakes over and over
again. He eventually is “freed” from the snares of temporal captivity
only when he learns to place others ahead of himself, when he
learns to love. He sees the light, and he follows it unreservedly.
(continued on page 13)
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It’s easy to follow the light when things are going our way. As
Masons, it’s a lesson we do well to learn early on when we first join
the lodge. The initial “rush” of enthusiasm experienced by a young
Mason eventually is transformed into a sober reality, that not all of
our tenets are easy. But, we can say with great conviction that they
point us in the right direction, they cast not a shadow but a light to
guide our steps, illuminating the paths we are called upon to follow.
Every time we cast light into the shadows we experience in our
lives, we enlighten that specific and precious moment and
everyone around us is seen in a different light. Life is seen as a
great gift not to be wasted on banal pursuits but rather to be lived
in joy and characterized by a peace which the world cannot give.
When we incarnate Masonry’s light, we become those living
beacons and embody what we believe.
As the warmer weather approaches, Brandt and I are excited to be
making our Official Visitations to the lodges in the Central District
over the next few months. It’s a wonderful opportunity to spend
time with our brothers, learn about the good things happening in
the lodges, and where needed, giving comfort and a listening ear.
We may not always have the answers, but sometimes just being
there is what is most important.
Finally, I want to share a very heartfelt word of condolence to the
brothers of Harmony Lodge, No. 9 on the sudden death of
W∴Jesse Edwards. Our dear departed brother’s family has
suffered so much over the past several months and our hearts
break for them in this time of sadness and grief. W∴Jesse was not
just an ordinary member of the lodge. He certainly was not just a
Past Master. W∴Jesse loved his lodge, loved Freemasonry, and
lived his life manifesting the great tenets of our profession. He was
a dedicated DeMolay dad, a fantastic chef, a dedicated ritualist
and most importantly a brother that anyone could rely on. I
experienced him as someone who did not mince words, a man of
conviction who could be counted on at any moment to give you a
hand, to drop everything he was doing and place your needs
ahead of his own. What a tremendous role model to Masons young
and old. I also want to thank Harmony Lodge for all it has done for
W∴Jesse’s family during this difficult time in their lives. May his
smile, his voice, his example, his charity, and his heart always live
on in your memories. In this way he will always be with you.


SOUTHERN DISTRICT
RWRick Baccus, DDGM

“Turn the Page” – Bob Seger
My Brothers, we once again turn the page in our Masonic history.
With the Grand Lodge Semi-annual Communication completed,
the Christmas holidays enjoyed and the New Year celebrated, we
look forward to what 2018 will bring into our Masonic experiences.
Congratulations are in order to our new Grand Master Elect,
R∴W∴Glenn Carlson and the new appointment the Grand Line;
R∴W∴Gilbert Fontes. Best wishes also go out to Brothers Scot
Alger and Jason Nystrom who will serve as their Masters of
Ceremonies.
Brother Rick Lynch and I are also turning the page in your great
district. We held a very productive organization meeting in
November to finalize next year’s schedule of visitations and the
Southern District Charity in March. Thank you to W∴Ralph
Brunson for his and Franklin Lodge’s hospitality.
Our Grand Master, M∴W∴Peter Iacobucci and the Grand Marshal,
R∴W∴Gilbert Fontes, paid a special visitation to Franklin Lodge on
the occasion of the conferring of the Master Mason degree on four
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candidates. Brother Rick and I were invited to travel with him that
night. The highlight of the evening was to see the Secretary of
Franklin Lodge, W∴Daniel Rzewuski raise his father Michael to the
subline degree of a Master Mason.
It was also my pleasure to host the Grand Lodge at a special
Christmas visitation to the Rhode Island Veterans Home on
Sunday, December 17, where several Brothers passed out
sweatshirts to all 190 residents of the Home. A special note of
gratitude on behalf of the residents and employees of the Home
goes out to the Grand Lodge Charites for their gracious donation.
As our page turns to January 2018, Brother Rick and I look forward
to the Annual Communication of Franklin Lodge on Saturday,
January 20. This will be a Semi-public installation and God willing,
Patti and Kay will join us for this important occasion as should your
ladies. We are equally looking forward to Mt Vernon Lodge’s
Annual Communication on Thursday, February 22.
To paraphrase: “Here I am, on the road again; there I go, turn the
page.”


NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
By: W∴Timothy L. Culhane, P.M.
The Worshipful Master, Wardens and brethren of St. Johns No. 1
Providence hope that you had a safe and happy holiday season
and that your new year is off to a great start. Much happened
during the November and December months of 2017, and we are
now looking forward to illuminating the long dark days of winter.
November’s communication was well attended and featured a
program presented by Illustrious Glenn Medeiros, Illustrious Clark
Cate, and Noble Bob St. Jean. They presented the history and
purpose of the Rhode Island Shriners, what the Shriners do, and
how they support the Shriners Hospitals for Children. It was an
informative and fun presentation.
December’s regular communication was an extraordinary affair in
a multitude of ways. Ezekiel Bates Lodge AF & AM in Attleboro,
MA hosted our second annual joint communication. With
approximately 150 brothers from St. Johns Lodge, Ezekiel Bates
Lodge, and other lodges from Rhode Island, Massachusetts and
Connecticut, it was a massive crowd. We were joined that evening
by many DDGMs and Grand Lodge Officers from RI and MA, as
well as our Grand Master, M∴W∴Peter Iacobucci; the Grand
Master of Massachusetts, M∴W∴Paul F. Gleason; and the Grand
Master of Connecticut, M∴W∴Theodore J. Nelson.
The evening began with St. Johns opening, conducting business,
and closing. The dinner that followed was spectacular and despite
having to serve so many brothers, it was hot, delicious, and
plentiful. Certainly no one left the table hungry! After dinner,
Ezekiel Bates Lodge opened and proceeded to the program of the
evening. M∴W∴Peter Iacobucci delivered a captivating
presentation. The lodge was then closed by M∴W∴Paul F.
Gleason after which many of the brothers retired to the first floor
for some holiday collation. It was an evening to be remembered,
especially for new Masons and the many Fellow Craft who were in
attendance.
We held the annual Charity Christmas Food Basket event on
Saturday, December 16 from 6:00-9:30AM. There were 110
brothers from across the jurisdiction, Rainbow Girls, DeMolay
Boys, Eastern Star, and friends who participated this year.
(continued on page 14)
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We assembled 79 huge food baskets and distributed them to
families in need in our communities. Once again, thanks go to
Brothers Ed McDonald and Thom Kumes for organizing the event.
Also, gratitude goes to the brothers and friends of Daylight Lodge
No. 48 who toiled in the kitchen to feed everyone after the work
was done.
On the night of December 16, we held our annual Christmas party
at the Shriner’s Imperial Room. It was “one of the best ones ever”
according to many of the 134 brothers and guests in attendance.
The night included internationally themed tables, holiday trivia,
door prizes, dancing, good fellowship and great friends. Special
thanks go to Anne Mohrmann and Hillary Williamson for the hard
work and long hours invested making the party such a success.
For our regular communication on February 21 we will have a
program which at the time of this writing is not yet finalized. The
lodge will open at 6:00PM. Please consult the February trestle
board for more information. At our March 15 communication we
will be conferring the Master Mason degree on all available
candidates. Tentatively, lodge will open at 5:30 that evening.
Please consult our trestle board as the date approaches.

We welcomed Brother Ken Bosworth into membership of
Washington Lodge. Brother Ken is the nephew of Brother Max
Muller the celebrated artist who painted our breathtaking murals
back in 1915. Brother Ken and his family (who have a Masonic
lineage in Washington Lodge apart from Brother Max) have
donated considerable amounts of money to see that the Egyptian
Murals last for many more years to come. The Bosworths have
been a part of Washington Lodge since its earliest days and it was
my honor to welcome him to our lodge.
We also received a very generous donation from our friends at
Jenks Lodge No. 24 in Pawtucket to help in the Mural Restoration.
Brother Tim Delaney presented us with the check and it will be put
to good use. I will be traveling to Pawtucket this January to deliver
our thanks in person.
These are just some of the great many things happening around
Washington Lodge.I invite everyone to come and view the murals
or if you have a few hours to kill talk Egyptology with me. Hope to
see you soon!


Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4
By: Brother Paul Fetter, III

Please join us for our meetings which are held on the third
Wednesday of the month at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center in
Cranston, RI. Any brother who would like to join us for dinner is
welcome. If you would like to break bread with us, please contact
Bob Gervais at 401-861-1757 no later than the Sunday before the
scheduled meeting. Dinners are $10.00, and the menu is
published in each month’s trestle board. We hope that you can
join us. Stay warm. Spring will be here before you know it!


Greetings brothers from Mt. Vernon Lodge. Since returning from
refreshment during the summer months the officers and brothers
of the lodge have been extremely busy. The months of September
and October were full of lodge visitations and officer rehearsals in
order to commence with the Fellow Craft Degree in late October.
The degree work conferred on the three brothers that night. It was
exceptional with a notable presentation of the Middle Chamber by
our Senior Deacon, Brother Andrew Palmer. Our brothers are now
well on their way to the Master Mason Degree.

Washington Lodge No. 3

November was exceptionally busy for the lodge. Brother Nicholas
Delicroce was the coordinator for the fall blood drive held at the
lodge and had twelve donors. Brother Joe Bennett and the
members of Overseas Lodge presented the ‘Missing Mason’
ceremony at our monthly communication prior to Veterans' Day.
Veterans' Day saw the brothers serve breakfast to over seventy
brothers from throughout the state who would later attend the
annual Masonic memorial wreath laying at the RI Veterans'
Cemetery. Special recognition goes to M∴W∴ Steven McGuire,
PGM and Lady Maureen McGuire for leading the charge for the
event. Further thanks to the volunteers: W∴TJ, Pat, Pete, Don,
Jimmy, Nick, and Bill. Mt. Vernon Lodge was further represented
that day at the opening of the new RI Veterans' Home in Bristol
and the Overseas Lodge Annual Communication.

By: W∴Stephen Curria, Master
Washington Lodge tucked away on a quiet side street in the sleepy
little town of Warren has been more and more in the public eye. I
represented the lodge and brethren at the wreath laying at the
Vietnam Memorial in Warren. Several brethren attended the
dedication of the new Veterans’ Home in Bristol, and again this
year we marched in the Warren Holiday Parade as well as played
host to bands, fire jugglers, food, and so much more. We also
participated in the Bristol & Warren Art Night, where we showcase
the architectural marvel that is our lodge as well as the murals and
other artifacts of Warren history to trolley loads of 45 people at a
time. The community is starting to realize what sort of jewel they
have in their own back yard. We know that there are several
preservation minded organizations in Warren who are watching
our progress on the building and are spreading the word of our
collective achievements.
More recently at our DDGM Visitation this past December we were
very privileged to be able to present Brother Fred Warrender with
his 50-year Service Medal. Our DDGM, R∴W∴Robert Palazzo and
GMC, W∴Brad Ripley conducted a beautiful ceremony for the
presentation of such a distinguished honor.
We were also pleased to present to Brother George Bolton by
unanimous consent of his brethren the title of Honorary Past
Master of Washington Lodge. This was to honor Worshipful
George's 67 years of membership in our lodge as well as to honor
his many years of service as an officer in our line and as a member
of the Board of Directors of both the Lodge and the Washington
Association. W∴George was ‘installed’ as an Honorary Past
Master in a beautiful ceremony not dissimilar from that of an actual
Master’s Installation. W∴George was invited to the East and
rapped the gavel to close the lodge.

(continued on page 15)
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The month of December saw the celebration of our annual
Christmas season events. On December 7 we had our Christmas
party which was very well attended by the brothers and their ladies.
A fun time was had by all in attendance. Now Mt. Vernon prepares
for its degree work and will be hosting the annual district “Winter
Warmer’ in March. Please join us in lodge for a visit!


Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
By: W∴ Roger Lepire, P.M.
A brother’s year ends and another one begins. Such is the cycle
of life in a Masonic Lodge, as our newest Past Master looks back
on his year he thinks not only of what he has done, but also what
he could have done. Our newest Master looks only to the future.
He knows not what lies ahead and has some trepidation that he
may not measure up to the job. Do I speak of Rowan our newest
Past Master, and Mike our newest Master? Not at all, I speak of all
that have ever sat in the Oriental chair. The vast majority of men
who have sat there did not consider it a seat of power. They
considered it an honor to have been elected by their peers. And
for a year they worry that they are not measuring up to
expectations. And on their final day as Master they wonder if they
did.
After watching Masters come and go for near 25 years I can say
with certainty that with the help of their line and the brothers on the
sidelines, they always make our lodge proud. Nobody
accomplishes all that they planned to, but they accomplish much
more than what was asked of them. And nobody has a good year
on their own, they do it as a lodge. A Master needs only to ask for
help and it is always given.
A semi-public installation can be a wonderful happening. It allows
family and friends to see the pomp and circumstance of a Masonic
Lodge. There are few things more inspiring than a Masonic
installation, and this is one of the few times that non-Masons can
attend one of our ceremonies.
For my formative years at Mt. Moriah I saw only closed
installations. When I first heard we would have an open installation
I was naturally apprehensive. I thought it was great and my
feelings have not changed. So once again this year I faced an
open installation and though I looked forward to it, I knew that the
success or let down depended on the District Deputy Grand
Master and his Master of Ceremonies.
Now if you are feeling a twinge of deja-vu there is a good reason.
The above was the article in the Freemason following W∴Mike
Picard’s first installation as Master. The only difference is the
original mentioned Jim Lapastora as the Past Master, not Rowan
Gottschalk.
The words are as true today as they were four years ago, and
they’ll be just as true 100 years from now. One thing Masonry is
known for is sticking to tradition whenever possible, and for as long
as possible.
So what do we remember about Mike? Mike was born at St Anne’s
Hospital in Fall River to his mom Hope Parese. Mike attended
Christian Life Academy and Barrington High School. Mike met his
wife Lauren Audette at Burger King. They honeymooned in Aruba
in 2001. They have a daughter Mikela and a daughter Madison.
Mike played baseball and football at Seekonk High, and rugby at
Barrington High.
Mike did a great job as Master 2013 and 2014. After he finished
his year he went to Grand Lodge for a 3-year term on the Board of
Managers. He completed his term this past November at the

Rhode Island Freemason Page 15

Semi-annual Grand Lodge communication by delivering his report
as chairman. Mike also filled in as our Chaplain for the past year.
We wish Mike the best in the coming year, and we look forward to
working with him.
As I stated at the onset, one Master’s year ends, and another
Master’s begins. Rowan was the youngest Master to serve in any
Rhode Island Lodge, but he stood as tall as any Master has.
Rowan has a great personality and an excellent work ethic. I knew
when I first met him that he would go far in Masonry because he
was so eager to learn, and I know he will go even further. He put
on great programs and had very good attendance at all of them.
Congratulations Rowan, on a job well done and may nothing but
success come your way.
I also want to congratulate our newest line member, our Sentinel
Sam Farland. Sam is a dedicated Mason and is eager to
participate in the running of the lodge and looks forward to
spending many years helping our lodge to continue to grow. We
wish you good luck in your pursuits.
I was just informed that Past Master Jim Robinson was in the
hospital with pneumonia. He was in for five days or so, and he is
now at home recuperating.
Again, congratulations to W∴Mike Picard for all his past success,
and our wishes for him to have nothing but success this coming
year. And congratulations and thanks to W∴Rowan Gottschalk for
a very fruitful past year as Master and success in your future
endeavors. See you next issue, The Good Lord willing.


Harmony Lodge No. 9
By: W∴ Michael A. Cunningham, P.M.
Harmony Lodge finished 2017 with its usual plethora of activities,
and is also looking forward to what 2018 should offer. After a
successful officer installation in late November where Brother Mick
Torgan became Worshipful Master, Harmony held its first monthly
communication of the new Masonic year welcoming author David
S. Brody to present a summary of his latest book “The Cult of
Venus”.
Harmony had a busy schedule of activities in December, with an
impressive number of lodge members and family participating. We
visited close to 25 Special Ladies and infirm brothers during our
Christmas home visits. Harmony was also happy to host several
children for lunch, games, and a special visit from Santa Claus
himself during our annual Christmas party. This year, Harmony
welcomed Manchester Lodge to participate in the festivities and a
great time was had by all. A special thank you to Brother Senior
Steward Jeremy Newton for organizing such a successful event.
The lodge also held its Christmas Ladies luncheon in December
to honor and entertain the Special Ladies of the Lodge.
Participants enjoyed a meal by Ralph’s Catering at the Santa
Maria di Prata in Cranston, and were also entertained with
Christmas hymns and carols by the West Bay Chorale. Thank you
to Wanda Hopper for helping to organize this entertainment, which
was enjoyed by everyone in attendance.
Harmony Lodge was shocked and saddened by the sudden death
of W∴Jesse H. Edwards, III in December. Jesse was a pillar of the
lodge, and was a friend and mentor to many of us at Harmony, as
he was active in almost every aspect of lodge activities. He will be
sorely missed. The lodge greatly appreciates the support provided
by so many Masons within the Grand Jurisdiction at Jesse’s
Masonic Memorial Service.
(continued on page 16)
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another Past Master. In addition we initiated three more Entered
Apprentice in a “step-up degree” in January.
The year 2017 also marked the end of our dispute with the city of
Woonsocket over their decision to tax the building and furnishing.
After three years, I am happy to report that we have reached an
agreement with the city and they are recognizing our tax-exempt
status. I would like to thank brother Andy Sholes for all of his hard
work and support during this time. Now that this is behind us we
are looking to start making some much needed repairs to our old
building. We have a lot of work to do but with the continued effort
and hard work of our members, I believe that we will get our
building back in shape soon.


Looking forward, Harmony Lodge will again hold its getaway
weekend in Groton, CT, from February 23-25, 2018. This social
weekend away is open to anyone in the Grand Jurisdiction who
would like to attend. Additional details are available at
www.harmony9.org or by contacting any lodge officer. The cost is
$310 per couple. This is always a great weekend of fellowship so
please plan to participate!
Harmony Lodge’s Annual Henry Rossi Memorial Game dinner will
be held the weekend of March 2-4 at the Portuguese Club in
Cranston. This annual event is the major fundraising activity for the
lodge’s Fellow Craft Club and is a great weekend of fellowship for
all who participate. New contributors are always welcome and
despite the hard work associated with preparing food for, and
serving 400 guests, it is always a great social weekend spent
together.
Please plan to attend Harmony’s March monthly communication
as this will not only be District Deputy Grand Master, R∴W∴Andre
Faria’s official visitation to the lodge, but will also be the evening
at which 25 and 50-year Service Medals will be presented to
deserving Harmony brothers. Family members of medal recipients
will also be invited for dinner and to participate in the ceremony,
so please plan to attend and show your appreciation as well. The
program for the evening will be a presentation by W∴Javier
Alfonzo (current Master of Redwood Lodge) on modern operative
Masonry utilized in memorial sculpture design.
Harmony has several activities planned over the next few months
and those interested in participating in lodge activities are
encouraged to refer to www.harmony9.org for regular event
updates. Of particular note, the initiatory degrees will again be held
on weekends this year in order to facilitate greater participation
and also to allow our extended Masonic family to attend postdegree meals (and also to meet the candidates and their families).
Please continue to support your lodge as you are able.


Morning Star Lodge No. 13
By: W∴Gerry Phaneuf, P.M.
January 20 marked a new Masonic year for Morning Star Lodge.
We have made some progress in the past few years and are
optimistic about the future of the lodge. We had several candidates
take the Entered Apprentice degree in 2017 of which four have
been raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason. It was a
privilege to be able to raise one of my sons as well as a son of

We have a new Master sitting in the East and he has many exciting
things planned for 2018. We would like to invite any member who
wishes to visit us. Our regular communications are the first
Thursday of every month except for July and August. We will also
have special events which are posted on our website at
morningstar13.org and on the RI Freemason Facebook page as
well as our own.


St. Paul’s Lodge No. 14
By: W∴Charles O’Hara IV, Master
St. Paul’s Lodge held its regular stated communication on
December 5. The holiday observance dinner at 6:00 PM was open
to all ladies, friends, and candidates, and featured a roast prime
rib of beef aus jus dinner, all skillfully prepared by our newest
elected candidate, Albert Turchetti. Following the opening at 7:00
PM, the gavel was passed (for the third consecutive month) to
R∴W∴Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM.
It is a pleasure to report that the application for affiliation of
M∴W∴Theodore J. Nelson Grand Master of the State of
Connecticut was read for the second time with the vote for
membership of St. Paul’s Lodge unanimously approved by the
brethren. The motion was passed to donate the collection from the
evening’s dinner to our newest charity, the Moonbird Studios food
drive. All visiting family members and guests entered the lodge for
the featured presentation on antique gramophones, talking
machines, cylinder wax records, and vintage 78 records. The
music heard consisted of the works of artists, writers, and
performers, who were all Masons, including Dr. Albert Schweitzer,
Gene Autry, 33rd degree, Count Basie, Irving Berlin, George M.
Cohan, Burl Ives, and John Philip Sousa.
As Master of St, Paul’s lodge I was honored and sad to conduct
my fourth Masonic funeral service, with the invaluable assistance
of R∴W∴Alfred M. Cameron, for fallen brother W∴George
Anagnostos.
Our lodge is grateful to R∴W∴Robert A. Palazzo for presiding at
the 50-year Service Medal presentations to our two worthy
brothers, Francis D. Peck, at his home in Portsmouth, and Dr.
Joseph D. Blumen at the Veterans Home in Bristol.
It has been an honor and a privilege to serve this year as Master
of my Lodge, especially when the term happened to coincide with
the bicentennial celebration. The support from M∴W∴ Peter
Iacobucci, Grand Master, and our Junior Past Grand Master
M∴W∴Stephen T. McGuire, as well as the Grand Lodge officers,
and all brethren and lodges who have participated in our activities
shows the real meaning of fraternity. So many lives have been
touched by their kindness and affirmation. Thank you again, so
very much.
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Franklin Lodge No. 20

Charter Members:

By: W∴Ray Geer, P.M.

Rufus Ames
Weeden Clark
Henry H. Farnham
Stanton Hazard
James H. Hoyt
Francis Marriott
Chester W. Marston
James McGregor
William Potter, Jr.
Artemus C. Sisson

(A look back at the Charter of our lodge.)
1857 Charter (copy of copy)
To all the Fraternity to whom these Presents shall come.
The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honourable Society of
Free and Accepted Masons for the State of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations sends Greetings:
Whereas, a petition has been presented to us by Wm Potter, Wm
Torrey Thurston, Stanton Hazard, Rufus Ames, Henry F Farnham,
James H. Hoyt, Francis Marriot, John Moore, John Mc Gregor,
Daniel F Larkin, Henry S. Benson, John Hazard, Wm Potter Jr,
James Mc Donald, Augustus J. Foster, Weeden Clarke, Albert S.
Potter, Artemus C. Sisson, Wm H. Chapman, Chester W. Marston,
all Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons, praying that they with
such others as shall hereafter join them, maybe erected and
constituted into a regular Lodge of Free and Accepted Masonswhich petition appearing to us as tending to the advancement of
Masonry and the good cause of the Craft:
Know ye, therefore, that we, the Grand Lodge, aforesaid, reposing
special trust and confidence in the prudence and fidelity of our
beloved brethren, above named, have constituted and appointed,
and by these Presents do constitute and appoint them, the said
Wm Potter and others as before, a regular Lodge of Free and
Accepted Masons, under the Title and Designation of Franklin
Lodge, No. 20, hereby, giving and granting under them and their
successors, full power and authority to convene as Masons within
the Town of Westerly, in the County of Washington, and the State
of Rhode Island; and aforesaid to receive and enter Apprentices,
pass Fellow-Crafts, and raise Master Masons, upon the payment
of such moderate compensation for the same as may be
determined by the said Lodge, and not contrary to the provisions
of this Grand Lodge; also, to make choice of a Master, Wardens,
and other office bearers, annually or oftener, as they shall see
cause; to receive and collect funds for the relief of poor and
distressed Brethren, their Widows or children, and in general, to
transact all matters relating to Masonry which may to them appear
to be for the good of the Craft, according to the ancient usages
and customs of Masonry. And we do hereby require the said
constituted brethren to attend the Grand Lodge at its regular
Communications, and other meetings by their Master and
Wardens, or by proxies regularly appointed; also keep a fair and
regular record of all their proceedings and lay them before the
Grand Lodge, when required.
And we do enjoin upon the Brethren of the said Lodge, that they
be punctual in the payment of such dues as may be assessed for
the support of the Grand Lodge-that they behave themselves
respectfully and obediently to their superiors in office, and in all
respects conduct themselves as good Masons.
And we do hereby declare the precedence of the said Lodge in the
Grand Lodge and elsewhere to be the Twentieth from us.
In Testimony, Whereof, We, The Grand Master and Grand
Wardens, by virtue of the power and authority to us committed,
have hereunto set our hands and caused this Seal of the Grand
Lodge to be affixed, at the City of Providence, this Twenty Fifth
days of May, Anno Domini, 1857, and of Masonry, 5857.
Wm P. Snell, Senior Grand Warden
Jervis J. Smith, Junior Grand Warden
By order of the Grand Lodge:
Attest, Wm C. Barker, Grand Secretary
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Henry S. Benson
William H. Chapman
Augustus J. Forster
John Hazard
Daniel F. Larkin
John Moore
James McDonald
William Potter
Albert S. Potter
William T. Thurston

I wonder if it is just a coincidence that Franklin Lodge No. 20 had
only 20 charter members? Also, interesting that the name of the
Grand Master of 1857 is not mentioned on the Charter.


Charity Lodge No. 23
By: Brother Ralph Boragine
Well, if things hadn’t gotten fancy enough around here with the
new parking lot and storage locker wait until you see the new
entryway fence with reflectors and of course a brand-new sign that
has our lodge name on it. As soon as the weather breaks we will
be back to working on getting the outdoor lodge ready for summer
activities.
Carolyn and W∴Carl Richard once again provided a free full
Christmas dinner, roast turkey and ham with all the fixings for the
local community, open to everyone. There are a large number of
folks who come every year and have become dependent on this
occasion for their Christmas dinner. We only ask that they make
sure they bring their appetites.
This dynamic duo will be at it again come March 3 with Charity
Lodge’s Scholarship Dinner, when we will offer up Carolyn’s,
“famous chicken pot pie.” The feast can be yours for a small
$10.00 donation with all the monies going to our Scholarship Fund.
To make reservations give Carolyn or Carl a call at 401-364-3692
leave a message or email ccersr@verizon.net .
Winter Warmer 2018 is our district fundraiser and will take place
March 10 from 6:00-9:00 PM. Mt. Vernon No.4 is taking the lead
this year with support from us, as well as Franklin Lodge and Hope
Lodge. The festivities will be moving back to the Downey-Weaver
Post No. 34, 25 Whipple Drive, Charlestown. Prime Rib and a
vegetarian offering with all the trimmings. There will be a 50/50
raffle, silent auction and of course comradery. Tickets are $25.00.
Each meal ticket comes with four silent auction tickets. Contact
your lodge secretary, Junior Wardens, or Brother Paul T. Fetter, III
Junior Warden of Mt. Vernon Lodge: paul_fetter@my.uri.edu
This year has been a difficult one for us, with the passing of two
brothers. One of our brothers, Don Joslin, was working on his EA
proficiency. W∴ Ray Smith was Master in 1952. Both of these men
represented the ideal that it is not how long you are here, it’s how
you spend your time.
Donald Fredrick Joslin, Sr., 53, died unexpectedly at his home in
Hopkinton, in November. Don had just been initiated this past fall.
He was a jack of all trades and a master of many. He taught
beekeeping classes at URI and for Agway at the Westerly Higher
Education and Industry Center. He mentored many beekeepers all
around southern Rhode Island and nearby Connecticut. He was
also the president of the Rhode Island Beekeepers Association
and was featured in a PBS episode of Harvesting RI.
Arthur “Ray” Smith also passed in November, he was 97. W∴Carl
Richard spoke about Ray’s contribution to the whole community.
He was a scout leader and set the example for many during his
(continued on page 18)
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years, he was the kind of man you wanted to grow up to be. Ray
also ran F.W. Smith Chrysler dealership in Wakefield for
years. During World War II, he was a glider pilot who made
repeated flights behind enemy lines, only to hitch a ride back and
do it again. As the story goes, he once spent a month in a farmer’s
cellar in France hiding from the enemy and waiting for the chance
to do it all over again. Apparently, he was part of several
campaigns in Europe and participated in the Normandy invasion.
Carl concluded his remembrances of Ray by saying, “he was just
one of the nicest guy around, you couldn’t ask for better.”
Ken Winnie our Senior Deacon is busier than a one-armed paper
hanger. He is currently working with five EA candidates on their
proficiencies. Please join us at Charity Lodge.


Jenks Lodge No. 24
By: Brother David J. Sousa

Tickets for this event are $40 and can be purchased online or by
mail. The deadline for tickets is April 14. You can contract W∴
Ron Simones at 617-429-9886 or at ronsimoes@ymail.com or
W∴Ed
Bertrand
at
401-487-4750
or
at
ebretrand@taxcreditfinance.com if you have any questions.
Please come and support our Brother M∴W∴Peter Iacobucci for
the great year which he has provided the Craft as Grand Master.
Our February meeting is being moved to the 17th to give the
candidates an extra week to get ready for the Fellow Craft Degree.
I am looking forward to meeting and greeting all the brethren that
can attend the events that are planned. I hope that these events
are well attended, and I am sure that if you come to one or both
events you will enjoy them.


Grand Commandery Offers
Mutual Support and Cooperation
By: Sir Knight Richard Van Doren
Deputy Grand Commander

Jenks Lodge started the new year with our annual communication
on January 6. Our new Worshipful Master is Jason Rainone. All
line officers advanced in their respective chairs. We are extremely
thankful for a great line of officers. With the new year upon us, the
lodge is as vibrant as ever. Our newest class of Entered
Apprentice took their first step in Masonry on January 22.
The Metro District Charity event was unfortunately cancelled. The
Penguin Plunge event had to be cancelled due to extremely cold
weather.
Jenks lodge has several events coming up in February and March.
On Feb 4 we will hold our 2nd Annual Super Bowl Party at the
lodge. The cost will be $10 with reservation. There will be a 100”
screen to showcase the game as well as prizes, raffles, and food.
Doors open at 5:00 PM. Anyone wishing to attend should contact
Brother Kevin Jackson.
February 19 is the annual Jenks Scotch and Cigar Night, starting
at 7:00 PM. The location is still being determined but has
historically been at a cigar bar in the Pawtucket area. Please
contact W∴Tom Holton or W∴Stephan Saraidarian for tickets or
reservations. February 26 is our stated meeting and DDGM
visitation. The program for the evening will be R∴W∴Walter Hunt
who is the Grand Historian for the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.
Dinner is at 6:00 PM and lodge opens at 7:00 PM. Reservations
for dinner are required.
On March 26 we will host the Grand Master for his official visitation.
The program for the evening will be presented by W∴Ryan Flynn
of Ancient York Rite Lodge of NH. He will be speaking on the
symbology of the Sistine Chapel. This will be an open presentation
where wives and non-Masons are invited to attend. Dinner is at
6:00 PM with the lodge opening at 7:00 PM. Dinner is $10 with
reservation. I hope you can join us for some of our events.


Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
By: W∴Joseph Kern, Master
Greeting brothers from the brothers of Roger Williams Lodge. We
have a very busy spring planned. First, we will have our game
dinner at Kelley Gazzero VFW Post 1418 Plainfield Street in
Cranston on March 24. Ticket prices are $40 and are available for
purchase though any member of Roger Williams. There will be a
50/50 drawing and a prize raffle to benefit Roger Williams Lodge.
This event is usually very large so get your tickets early.
The second event will be the Grand Master’s Testimonial to be
held at the Casino at Roger Williams Park on April 28 at 5:30 PM.

The Grand Commandery Knights Templar and the Appendant
Orders of MA/RI, Sir Knight Glen Melvin Cunningham met with the
Grand Master, M∴W∴Paul Fulton Gleason in November to discuss
ways that the Knights could provide support for Blue Lodge and
Grand Lodge functions.
One such support effort included providing an honor guard, “Arch
of Steel” on Wednesday, December 20, 2017. The event was a
joint meeting of Ezekiel Bates Lodge of Attleboro, MA and St.
Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence, RI. The Arch of Steel was to
provide an escort into the lodge for The Grand Masters of each
state, M∴W∴Gleason of Massachusetts and M∴W∴Peter
Iacobucci of Rhode Island. Also, being received as a special guest
was the Grand Master of Connecticut, M∴W∴Theodore J. Nelson.
Other possible support efforts by the Knights for Blue Lodge and
Grand Lodge events include a roster of speakers for Table Lodges
or other special evenings, a colorful “Manual of Swords”
demonstration (open to ladies and other guests), and a brief talk
on the flags and banners of the Templar Order.
If your lodge would like to have a contingent of Knights to provide
support for your important evening, please contact Sir Knight
James S. Stone, Sr., the Grand Senior Warden of MA/RI, at
jamessstonesr@gmail.com or through the York Rite Office in
Boston at Yorkriteboston@gmail.com.4
Please contact Sir Knight Stone a minimum of 30 days in advance
of the event so that adequate preparations can be made.


___________________________________________________________________
Update from the
Masonic Service Association
By: R∴W∴Russell Kawa, MSA Representative
and V.A. Volunteer Services Representative
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Sepulchre and St. John the Evangelist, the latter two of which are
called the Appendant Orders.
The purpose of the Constantinian Orders are to commemorate the
first elevation of Christianity from the position of a despised and
proscribed heresy to that of a legally recognized and honored
religion, to cultivate the social virtues, appeal to the intellectual and
moral qualities, preserve as far as possible the customs of the
fraternity and bring about good fellowship and understanding
between all branches of Masonry.

On Friday, December 22, 2017 several brothers from our Masonic
Lodges assisted MSA Representative Russ Kawa at the
Providence VA hospital to deliver Christmas gifts to patients. This
is a yearly event that the Masonic Grand Lodge Charities of RI
helps to sponsor.
Helping to deliver gifts of sweatshirts and personal items to the
patients, as well as spreading some holiday cheer, were brothers
Andre Gregoire, Ed Kdonian, Elliot Greene, Elton Ricker, Glenn
Carlson, Pat Paolo, Rusty Booth and Russ Kawa.
Special thanks go to the Masonic Grand Lodge Charities
Committee for supporting this and the RI Veterans Home event
each year.
Veterans Disability Benefit Ratings
While I am not at all an expert on Veterans benefits, I do get asked
many times about Veterans Disability Ratings. I can point you in
the direction of a few places at which you may make inquiries
regarding your rating.

Congratulations to Knight Companion Ronald P. Reed who
received the Red Cross Degree at Grantville, PA during the
Eastern Regional Assembly. Twenty Knight Companions and their
ladies traveled from RI to participate in these sessions.
Knights Companions of the Order meet in Conclaves of the Red
Cross of Constantine and a member must be a Royal Arch Mason
in good standing and subscribe to a belief in the Christian religion
as revealed in the New Testament. Membership is by invitation
and each Conclave has a prescribed membership limit.

1. The VBA Office is located at 380 Westminster St. in Providence.
You can visit that office and speak with a claims adjuster. Call
800-827-1000, and follow the prompts. It is much easier if you go
there.
2. The VBA has a 'satellite' office at the VA hospital on the 1st floor
at the end of the corridor just beyond the coffee shop. I do not know
the room number, but if the coffee shop is on your right, then the
office door is directly in front of you. Appointments are on a firstcome/first-served basis.
3. The DAV also has an office in the basement of the hospital, two
doors down on the left after the Barber Shop – Room 003A. DAV
volunteers man that office on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Again,
appointments are on a first-come/first-served basis.
I would like to thank all the volunteers that helped out purchasing,
delivering, and passing out this year’s Christmas gifts to the
Patients at the RI Veterans Home and the VA Hospital.


Knights of the
Red Cross of Constantine
Plantations Conclave No. 30
By: Knight Companion Hirum A. Jamiel, II, Puissant Sovereign
Knight Companion Arthur Chapman, Intendant General

The Red Cross of Constantine is officially the Masonic and Military
Order of the Red Cross of Constantine and the Orders of the Holy

Happy New Year Knight Companions. On Friday, January 5 the
story begins. It was a cold and stormy night. Many toasts were
given and returned. Knight Companion Russell A. Kawa was
installed as Puissant Sovereign, Knight Companion Eugene W.
Thibeault, as Viceroy. Plantations Conclave is proud to announce
that Knight Companion Mark W. Doane, PPS of Saint Matthew’s
Conclave, Springfield, MA, has been elected to Honorary
Membership in Plantations Conclave. Additionally, three prospects
were elevated to Knight Companions of the Order. The
refreshment travel locker was much lighter at the end of the
evening. The story ends…
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue
East Providence, RI 02914-4556
Telephone: 401-435-4650
Fax: 401-435-4423
Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org
rifreemason@rimasons.org
Web Site: www.rimasons.org
Grand Lodge Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM

Call of the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations

227th ANNUAL COMMUNICATION
Brethren:
The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons
for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, East
Providence, Rhode Island

Monday, May 21, 2018
For the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it and the installation of Grand Lodge officers for the
ensuing Masonic year. Grand Lodge will open promptly at 9:00 o’clock A.M. Masters and Wardens, or their proxies, are
required to attend in business suits and to wear their official jewels.
Attest:

Signed:

Carl B. Willi

Peter Iacobucci

Carl B. Willi
Grand Secretary

Peter Iacobucci
Grand Master

Masters and Wardens of Subordinate Lodges only are entitled to send proxies who must be members of the same Lodge.

