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Grand Master’s Message
stone. In addition, Lady Linda Ault was a great guide to our ladies
throughout the years and of course occasional influential words to
me as well. Lady Linda, your kind tender loving support is
imbedded in our hearts.
A special note for Most Worshipful Past Grand Master, Brother
Bradford L. Barco whom through your offer, I shared your year as
Grand Master, as your Grand Marshal. We had an incredible time
and since then you have continually supported me and always
offered good council and brotherly love. For all that, the resume
recitation today which was unbelievable and for being emcee at
the banquet this evening I thank you from the bottom of my heart.
Brother Peter Iacobucci
Most Worshipful Grand Master

 
Grand Master’s Address
226th Annual Communication
of the
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations
“Threshold of a Dream”
I stand here today as your 162nd Grand Master and I truly owe so
much to all of you. As with the 161 Grand Masters who preceded
me, I am honored and humbled to serve you and to guard the
tenants of our great institution and hopefully fulfill your
expectations as your brother and fellow Freemason. As with all
great and important undertakings, I thank God for the grace he
bestows upon me and for guiding me along my many paths in life,
this one being a truly unforeseen gift. There is no way to thank
everyone who has impacted my Masonic life nor is it possible to
relate the depth of that gratitude. However, there are a few that I
would be remiss to not recognize.
My heartfelt thanks and undying gratitude to Most Worshipful Past
Grand Master, Brother Richard L. Ault for appointing me in Grand
Lodge line and thus offering me this tremendous opportunity to
serve our brethren of this great jurisdiction and installing me today.
Because of this possibly misguided decision, our lives will be
forever linked either as a curse (for him) or blessing. Either way
for me; it is beyond doubt a blessing for both the opportunity to be
Grand Master and gaining such a great friendship. You are as we
say, “a true and trusted brother”.
In the process, I gained another lifelong brother and friend in, my
Grand Marshal, Brother Gil J. Fontes, Jr., whose incredible
enthusiasm and love for the Craft coupled with his loyalty and
support, crowned this amazing journey. Our travels have been
swift and our burdens light because of our friendship. We shared
great times and supported each other through our personal difficult
times. To you Right Worshipful Gilly, this journey could have never
been as wonderful if you were not with me.
As with all journeys, home is always the place to anchor, to rest,
and refresh oneself. Of course, always waiting there to receive a
weary traveler are our ladies. I could never forget our ladies, Fran
and Blanca for their love, dedication, and support for us as well as
their love for our fraternity; even if it did cost me diamonds. Their
love transcends the brilliance and value of any precious

To all the Past Grand Masters, I have learned so much from you
as you guided me along the way. Your love for our Grand
Jurisdiction is unequaled and your insights beyond reproach. My
brethren I tell you there is no greater band of selfless brothers than
your Past Grand Masters. They still care about the Craft as
fervently as when they were in office. How can one not admire
their works? Most Worshipful Steven T. McGuire, we shared one
interesting year and your accomplishments were many. I thank
you for the freedom you have given me in these last few months
to plan this upcoming year. I sincerely hope you look upon the
success of your year with a warm satisfied feeling of a job well
done. I look forward to working with you as the chairman of the
Memorial Committee and assist in your quest to raise monies to
replace the Thomas Smith Webb Memorial Stone.
To all the distinguished guests, I wish the brethren of this
jurisdiction had the opportunity to know you as I have. Your love
for the Craft, dedication to the principles of Freemasonry and
unselfish exchange of knowledge between our jurisdictions is not
only commendable but truly invaluable. We have spent many
times together and the chains of our friendships will endure a
lifetime, for that I thank each one of you. A special thank you for
our two Brothers from British Columbia, Canada, Right Worshipful
Danny Iacobucci Past Deputy Grand Master and Right Worshipful
Bruce Angus, District Deputy Grand Master (please stand, can you
pick out Danny?) for attending this distance communication. I am
honored to have you here today. That’s right, Iacobucci from coast
to coast. My brethren you cannot escape!
(continued on page 5)
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Masonic Con 2017 a Huge Success
By: Brother, Bryan Simmons
Ezekiel Bates Lodge - Attleboro, MA
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Narragansett Bay. It is ideal for picnics, outings and get-togethers.
The Center is available during the summer months to all Masonic
Groups, responsible community groups, Masonic Families, civic
organizations, etc. It has shaded picnic groves, picnic tables,
charcoal cookers, a covered pavilion as well as 2 softball fields,
horseshoe pits, shuffle board, basketball, tennis and beach
volleyball courts, playground, 2 in-ground swimming pools 140’X80’ and 20’X20’ kiddie wading pool. Certified lifeguards are on
duty when the pool is open. A snack bar is on site serving hot dogs,
hamburgers, Ice cream, candy and drinks.
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Brothers; David Hart and
Robert Burgess for their decades of service to the Craft as
manager and assistant manager of the park. Their dedication and
devotion to the facility is apparent in how well it’s maintained and
managed. After many years of excellent service, Brothers Dave
and Bob have decided to move on. Their expertise and experience
will be missed. On behalf of the entire Board, we thank you, wish
you well and good luck in your future plans.
Dave and Bob graciously agreed to continue in their roles during
the transition. So, come on down and enjoy your park.


On April 29th Ezekiel Bates Lodge again hosted Masonic Con.
Similar to last year, though we changed most of the speakers and
added several vendors. It made us extremely pleased to see so
many brothers from Rhode Island in attendance. Throughout the
day over 400 people came through the building.
What impressed me the most, is the number of newer Masons that
were present. Events like this prove that the new Masons are truly
searching for more Light. This is critical to the survival of our Craft.
When a brother stops seeking, his light dims and eventually goes
out.

Location: 116 Long Street, Warwick, RI 02886
Mailing Address: RIMYF 2115 Broad Street, Cranston, RI 02905
Website: www.rimyf.org
Robert O’Brien President, RIMYF

bob.obrien@gmail.com

Rhode Island College
Societas Rosicruciana In Civitatibus Foederatis
By: M∴W∴Bradford L. Barco, Chief Adept

As Masons, we owe it to each other to deliver an element of
education at every meeting. No brother should go home
questioning if the evening was worth his time. There is always time
for fraternalism after, but it’s education that grows the mind.
I have been asked several times if we make money at Masonic
Con. While we are still tallying costs over income, my guess is no.
However, sitting with the speakers as they met each other for the
first time, or sitting in the Rhode Island Grand Lodge library with
R∴W∴Rick Lynch and M∴W∴Chip Hallstrom as they with pride, talk
about Rhode Island Freemasonry with three of the speakers. I
could see the wheels begin to turn and think the impression will
lead into further discussion. Some things are in fact priceless.
As of now we have marked April 28, 2018 for the next Masonic
Con Convention. We will begin planning once the dust settles from
this meeting and I know the brothers of Rhode Island will again be
there to support us. For that the brothers of Ezekiel Bates Lodge,
thank you.


As many of you know, the Rhode Island Masonic Youth
Foundation, Inc. oversees the operation of the Masonic/Shrine
Family Center in Buttonwoods. The park has been open since the
1950s. It is owned by Rhode Island Grand Lodge Charities and
Shriners of Rhode Island Charities Trust. The RI Masonic Youth
Foundation Inc. is the managing body of the center, responsible
for the upkeep and usage of the facility. The Center at
Buttonwoods is a 70-acre site located on the waters of

The Rhode Island and Providence Plantations College of
Rosicrucians held its annual meeting and installation of officers on
Thursday, March 23, 2017 at the Scottish-Rite Masonic Center.
Installed as V∴W∴Celebrant was M∴W∴Carl B. Willi, PGM, along
with a full slate of officers for 2017-18. The installation was
conducted by the Chief Adept M∴W∴Bradford L. Barco, IX PGM.
Past V∴W∴Celebrant M∴W∴Steven E. Smith was given a standing
ovation along with a huge round of applause from all those present
for his completion as Celebrant of Rhode Island College of
S.R.I.C.F.
Degree work was confered on three new Fratres of the College
before the annual and installation ceremony took place. Admitted
to our college were Brothers; R∴W∴Robert Palazzo, R∴W∴Rick
Baccus and Brother John Paliotta. We congratulate our new
members and look forward to their participation in our college. 
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45 North Road Foster, RI 02825 401-397-4289
Reservations would be appreciated.

Grand Council of Rhode Island
By: M.I. Mark D. Thompson,
Grand Master
Grand Councils of Massachusetts and Rhode Island will be
holding a one day degree festival on June 24, 2017 at the
Ipswich (MA) Masonic Building. The Grand Council of Rhode
Island will be conferring the Royal Master’s Degree, the
Grand Council of Massachusetts will be conferring the Select
Master’s Degree and Providence Council will be conferring
the Super Excellent Master’s Degree. The festival was started
many years ago with the two Grand Councils agreed to share
fellowship and degree work. For some unknown reason, it
stopped after a few years. At a membership meeting between
the two Grand Jurisdictions in 2015, it was decided to start it
up again with Rhode Island hosting the first festival in 2016.
This year it will be hosted by the Grand Council of
Massachusetts. After the degree work, there will be a BBQ
and some games to finish the day off. This is a great time.
The Recorders of each council have the information if you are
interested in attending. Even though the ritual is standard in
every jurisdiction, there are some differences in each. Come
and join the fun and see the differences and after, enjoy a nice
BBQ. The cost for the day is $20. Contact your recorder of
your council or the Grand Recorder for reservations.


Shriner's Blue Lodge Relations Night
Friday, June 23rd at 6:00PM
Shrine Imperial Room
Open to Blue Lodge Masons who are not Shriners
and their Ladies.
Call 401- 467-7102 to make a reservation.

Take Notice
Grand Master’s 1st Annual Golf Tournament
The Grand Master’s 1st Annual Golf Tournament has been
postponed from the original July 10, 2017 date due to conflicts
with several long-established tournaments as well as the inability
to have advertised the event properly. This event or a
replacement event will be scheduled for the month of September
2017 and due notice will be given.
Those who registered, I thank you for your support and payment
will be reimbursed.


____________________________________________________________________
(continued from Page 2, Grand Master’s Message)

My personal tribute to the late Brother David R. Best, who first
introduced me to Freemasonry while we were Chef Instructors at
Johnson and Wales Culinary School in Providence, RI. Executive
Chef and Brother David was a most loving and giving person
whose passion for culinary arts and Freemasonry was
outstanding. He was, like most Executive Chefs a stickler for detail
and always sought perfection. He exuded love for Freemasonry
with great enthusiasm. Because of knowing Brother David, I was
about to petition Roger Williams Lodge No. 32, in 1978 but, instead
returned to the industry and traveled the country for many years.
In 1994, I finally petitioned Roger Williams Lodge and the rest is
history. Brother David’s bible, from Dubois Lodge No. 520 in
Indiana, where he was raised, and his picture sits upon the Grand
Lodge Altar. I promised his lovely Lady Genie it would be there as
I assumed my obligation as Grand Master. Brother David became
a member of our Manchester Lodge No. 12, Yesterday would have
been his 94th birthday. Thank you, Brother David for your
friendship and continued support throughout the years. I will
forever miss you.
Congratulations to our new District Deputy Grand Master for the
Southern District, Right Worshipful Brother Rick Baccus and his
Grand Master of Ceremonies, Right Worshipful Brother Richard
Lynch as they begin their incredible journey to the Grand East. I
have complete confidence in them to represent this Grand Lodge
in a most exemplary manner. Let us give them a round of applause
to wish them well on their journey.
It is with pleasure that I announce the new Director of Masonic
Education, Most Worshipful Wyman P. Hallstrom, III, Past Grand
Master, who will be heading our education program. A debt of
gratitude is owed to Right Worshipful Paul Kokolsky for the past
26+ years of dedication with all the nights he sacrificed and the
myriad of programs he developed for our educational benefit.
Most in this room are a product of his tutelage. Thank you, Right
Worshipful Paul.
A heartfelt thanks to Maria, Diane, and Marcy, our office staff, for
their incredible assistance with not only the many office duties but
also all the special requests, telephone calls, and revisions that
make proceedings such as this successful. Always diligent and
smiling with an occasional wide eyed “What”?
To the brethren of this great jurisdiction, words cannot explain all
that you have given Gilly and me throughout our journey. Your
friendship and brotherly love extends far beyond anyone’s dreams.
It is because of you that we stand here today ready to begin the
last leg of our journey with an unbridled enthusiasm to once again
submerge ourselves in your company and make you proud you
have supported us.
My brothers every day is a new day and today we stand on the
brink of the future of Freemasonry. The world is changing at an
unprecedented rate and it is easy to get caught up in its
progressive wave. We have many new things to bring to the Craft
that the Grand Line has committed to implement over the next few
years. I will not burden these proceedings with all the specifics, as
that will be for the DDGMs, save one. That is the theme of this
year. In the Blue Book you will see a quote and I will explain that
quote and the reason it is the theme of this year.
My brothers the future of our Craft resides in the skillful hand of the
officers of the Blue Lodge. The true work in the quarry is done in
the Blue Lodge and it is serious business. The three degrees that
we confer are the heart and soul of our Craft and are not to be
altered or casually dismissed. We are all on the level but that does
not mean that we are all equally talented nor all share the same
opinions. God has given all of us individual talents that we are to
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perform to his glory and to the welfare of our fellow man.
Therefore, by the hand of God some are great leaders and others
have a lot of heart but not the same skills. So, as brothers, what
do we do? Do we trample those less talented in leadership and
ignore the heart and good works of the others? Do we debase
brothers of different opinions? Nay, I say. We must understand,
as brothers, that diversity in talent, opinions, religion, race, or life
style should be an opportunity to strengthen our bonds in the
principles of our Craft. Doing such we gain more light. Not by
agreeing with but respecting each other’s differences resulting in
enlightenment. Enlightenment that is not of esoteric knowledge
but, of experiencing true brotherly love and affection. THAT IS THE
LIGHT OF FREEMASONRY!
In conclusion, I address the theme of this year which is so
eloquently portrayed in a special poem that I have previously
recited on a few occasions. Listen carefully to its words:
“Threshold of a Dream” - Moody Blues
When the White Eagle from the North comes flying overhead,
and the golds, browns, and reds of autumn lie in the gutter dead.
It is only then the Summer Bird with wings of fire flaying
Comes to witness springs new hope born of leaves decaying.
As new Life will come from Death, Love will come at leisure,
Love of Love and Love of Life and giving without measure
Gives in return the wondrous yearn of a promise almost seen
Live hand in hand and together we stand on the threshold of a dream.

My brothers let us stretch out our hands to our brothers and live
that promise and dream of Freemasonry we all joined to enjoy. The
Masonic Principles of Friendship, Morality, and Brotherly Love,
when unselfishly given from our hearts, is the cement that binds
us into one common mass which makes the strongest fraternity on
earth. This places us on that “Threshold of a Dream”. I love you
all my Brothers.

Thank you all,
Peter Iacobucci
Grand Master

Roger Williams Priory No.48
By: Brother, Eugene Thibeault, Prior

Our March 4, 2017 a Conclave was held on a bitterly cold evening
however, the fellowship was warm and our guest speaker
R∴W∴Richard Lynch was fantastic. His presentation Freemasonry
and the Order of Eastern Star had the membership and guests
undivided attention.
Most Illustrious Grand Master Mark D. Thompson spoke regarding
the Grand Chapter/Grand Council Banquet and Annual Assembly
held on March 31st and April 1st. Congratulations to Most Excellent
Grand High Priest Philip N. Crawford and Most Illustrious Grand
Master Mark D. Thompson upon their installation and we wish
them both a successful year.
At our June 3rd conclave we will hold the Ceremony of Reception.
Knights of the York Cross of Honor confer no degrees or orders
since the candidates have received them already. The officers and
lecturers have been preparing for Ceremony of Reception and the
knights attending will be pleased with their proficiency. Our
Convent General, officers, knights, and guests will be visiting the
Norris Cotton Cancer Center at Dartmouth College in Lebanon,
New Hampshire, which is the charity we support.
I along with the officers of Roger Williams Priory No. 48 wish
everyone a pleasant and safe summer.
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Narragansett Bay Chapter No. 14
National Sojourners

By: MWBradford L. Barco, President

National Sojourners, Inc. has an unequaled military Masonic
history. Born of the requirements of wartime, the Order has been
nurtured by the desire of displaced military Masons to seek each
other’s company, counsel, and aid.
Early in 1900, after the North Dakota Regiment departed the
Philippines with its Field Lodge dispensation, a group of Masons
organized an informal club and named it “Sojourners.” In 1901,
these Sojourners provided the impetus, funds, and paraphernalia
to charter Manila Lodge under the Grand Lodge of California. One
of the original Sojourners, Surgeon Captain Harry Eugene
Stafford, 33, Chartering Master of Manila Lodge, in 1913 became
the first Grand Master of the newly created Grand Lodge of the
Philippine Islands.
The Philippine “Sojourners Club” resurfaced in 1907, open to
Masons who were not members of local Lodges; within a year it
had nearly 200 members from every state and territory and eight
foreign countries. Most of the Philippine Sojourners eventually
became scattered throughout the United States. A group of these
Masonic military officers sojourning in Chicago in 1917 formally
organized the “Chicago Sojourners Club. “
Additional clubs were quickly formed at Army post and Naval
bases under the name “National Sojourners Club.” In 1927, the
word “Club” was dropped and we became “National Sojourners”
incorporated in 1931.
The aim of National Sojourners is to affirm our responsibilities to
our Brothers, our Fraternity and our Nation. In the absence of local
Blue Lodges, Sojourner Chapters have in effect, replaced the
military Lodges of the 18th, 19th and early 20th centuries. Sojourner
actions, similar too those in the Philippines, have been directly
responsible for chartering numerous Blue Lodges and other
Masonic bodies worldwide.
Whenever regular Masonic Lodges are present, active duty
Sojourners routinely affiliate and energetically participate.
Sojourners traditionally sponsor the majority of military personnel
petitioning for Masonic membership and stimulate our military
brothers, past and present, to reestablish and strengthen their
Masonic ties.
In the beginning, to be a member of National Sojourners one had
to be a Master Mason and a military officer, this was later changed
to include those who held the rank of E-7 and above. This past
year a new change to the National By-Laws included all Master
Masons who have served in the uniform forces of the United States
could join and become members of the National Sojourners.
The purposes of National Sojourners shall be to organize current
and former members of the uniformed forces of the United States,
and Honorary Members, who are Master Masons and U.S.
Citizens into Chapters, for the promotion of good fellowship among
its members, for assisting such as may be overtaken by adversity
or affliction, for cultivating Masonic ideals, for supporting all
patriotic aims and activities in Masonry, for developing true
Patriotism and Americanism throughout the Nation, for bringing
together representatives of the uniformed forces of the United
States (past and present) in a united effort to further the military
need of National Defense, and for opposing any influence
whatsoever calculated to weaken the National Security.

Membership Categories
Active Members: Those Master Masons and U.S. Citizens who are
serving or have served honorably in the uniformed service of the
United States meet the requirements for active membership in
National Sojourners and who have been regularly elected to and
initiated in any Chapter of National Sojourners, Inc. and are active
members.
Honorary Members: Those Master Masons who are ineligible for
active membership but who have been regularly elected to
honorary membership in any chapter of National Sojourners in
recognition of meritorious service to the Nation or Freemasonry.
For more information regarding joining Narragansett Bay Chapter
No. 14, Please contact: Brig. Gen (Ret.) Rick Baccus, Secretary at
rickbaccus@cox.net
The Chapter meetings are open to members, spouses, and
interested veterans. We hold our meetings at a local restaurant
which includes dinner. The Chapter inducts members into the
“Heroes of 76” degree upon recommendation from the members.
The next meeting of the Chapter will be Thursday, June 15th at
Perella’s Restaurante, 311 Metacom Ave, Warren, RI at 6:30 PM.
Please contact the Secretary for reservations.


Rhode Island
Masonic Veterans Association
By: Brother Frank Allen, Jr., President
The Rhode Island Masonic Veterans Association is alive and well.
This year we are celebrating our 125th year. We don’t want you to
be confused by the word “Veterans”, this association has no
requirements for Military Service, although those who have served
are certainly welcome to join.
The requirements for membership are: Master Mason of at least
15 years of membership in the Craft, or a Master Mason who has
attained the age of 50 years. Each member must be in good
standing and current in their Blue Lodge membership.
We are a social group that meets 4 times a year in various
locations around the state. We have dinner meetings and usually
have a guest speaker. Our most recent meeting was held in
Cranston and we had 33 members in attendance. Our next
meeting will be held in June at a time to be determined.
Our Initiation Fee is $5.00 and our Annual Dues are $7.00.
Applications are available from any officer or by contacting our
Secretary at: masonicvets@gmail.com. Each Blue Lodge will in
the near future have a member of our group as a representative to
your Lodge. He will also have information regarding upcoming
events and membership applications.
As this is our 125th Birthday year, we are planning several different
programs which at this time are in the early stages of planning.
Future issues of the RI Freemason will have further details on
these upcoming events.
Hope to see you at our next meeting!



___________________________________________________________________________________

Masonic Light
By: W∴Christopher J. Busby, P.M.
Ancient York Lodge No. 89
Nashua, NH
(This is a transcript of a lecture presented at Jenks
Lodge No. 24 earlier this year. – editor)

Right Worshipful District Deputy Grand
Master,
Grand
Lodge
Officers,
distinguished guests and brethren all,
Good Evening.
Brethren, I am here to speak with you
tonight on the only aspect of
Freemasonry I genuinely know anything
about: my personal experience with and
feelings about our noble Craft. My goal is
to provide you with a unique perspective.
My hope is that you hear something
tonight that resonates with you. My
dream is that you are driven to improve
your personal Masonic experience and
that of the Brethren of your Lodge.
Like most men who join our Craft, I knew
relatively little about Freemasonry
beyond her outer nature. My stated
reasons for joining may sound familiar to
some of you, I wished to affiliate myself
with an organization of immense history,
one deeply tied to an ancient
philosophical ancestry, and one whose
membership has included some of the
world’s greatest men. I wished to become
a part of something truly greater than
myself.
There are deeper and more personal
motivations that compelled me to pursue
this journey.
I came to Freemasonry as a lost soul. I
never belonged to any organizations of
substance either as a child or as an adult.
I never felt like I fit in… anywhere… ever.
After 33 years of life, I had lived in 6
states. I met my Floridian wife in Texas,
and together had our children in
Massachusetts and California. My roots
had withered. I had lost connection to my
family, and I did not know who I was. I
was searching for answers; searching for
home.
The whole thing could be viewed as a
cosmic fluke, but which I have since
come to regard as no accident. One to
which this lodge is inexorably linked. In
the late 1990s as a lover of history and
due to that search for self, I embarked
upon research into my genealogy. I found
that my 3rd Great-Grandfather, James
Busby, was a Freemason and a member
of Union Lodge No. 10.
In my research, I later found that my
Great-Great-Grandfather,
James
Holburn, a tailor, was also a member of
Union Lodge and his grandson, my first
cousin twice removed, Dr. Hugh S.

Holburn, a dentist in Pawtucket, RI for
decades, was Past Master of Barney
Merry Lodge No. 29 and Past Potentate
of Rhode Island Shrine.
What did a tradesman, a mill worker, and
a dentist find in common through
Freemasonry?
What
does
their
membership communicate about their
characters? I was compelled to find out.
When I started, I began literally blind to
what Freemasonry really was; and it took
me a decade to act on. I did so when I
needed to; when I thought, I was ready.
Freemasonry called to me, or rather (and
I do believe this) my ancestors called to
me using the Craft as a vehicle. I had
begun establishing connections that time
and even death could not destroy.
Finally, from December 2008 to May
2009, I was initiated, passed and raised
as a Master Mason and then only 4
months later, I found myself wholly
questioning Freemasonry and seriously
considering leaving.
The Fraternity that I hoped would be
vibrant, deeply meaningful, and warm,
was dreary, indifferent, and boring.
Meetings generally consisted of nearly all
business and were nearly devoid of
substance. The men that were there may
have been brothers in Masonry, but they
weren’t each other’s friends. I don’t in any
way mean this to insult the Masons of my
Lodge. This was simply the unfortunate
turn that our lodge had taken after many
lean and challenging years.
Personally, and fraternally, I did not feel
mentored, or cared for, nor did I know
what to do next. Frustrated, during one
meeting, I arose and asked a question
that had been nagging at my mind: “what
are we doing here”? I simply could not
reconcile the historic, deeply meaningful
ancient Fraternity that I had heard about
in our ritual with the one that I now
entered.
That question ended up being rhetorical.
I don’t recall receiving a substantive
answer. Frankly, the few brothers in
attendance that evening simply stared at
me,
taken
completely
off-guard.
However, the sheer act of speaking my
thoughts aloud activated me, and by
speaking this question aloud, I felt oddly
obligated to continue.
I sought advice. The advice I most
received turned out to be the most
impactful things I could do as a young
Mason. I began travelling and I began
reading. I engaged in many surprisingly
long, late-night parking lot conversations.
This lead me to start investigating further
and during several “Eureka” moments, I
realized that I was not alone.
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I began to have a sense as to what would
have improved the formative period of my
Masonic journey. My experience has
been limited, but here is what I’ve come
to believe.
How we think and talk about the Craft.
What is the one sentence that we most
use
when
describing
Masonry?
“Freemasonry makes good men better”. I
cringe every time I hear it. It is very well
intentioned, and I accept that in an era of
shortened attention spans and lowered
expectations,
we
need
quick-hit
marketing snippets. Nevertheless, I
believe this statement belies a
fundamental problem in not only the way
we discuss the Craft to the profane, but
the value that we place on our Fraternity.
The distinction is very subtle, but crucial.
To me, the statement suggests that
simply becoming a Mason will improve
you, that the initiate can remain passive
and somehow be transformed by the
Fraternity. This passivity is often
suggested in the example we set as
brothers.
I offer this as an alternative: “through the
study of her history and contemplation of
her ritual and symbols, Freemasonry is a
spiritual and philosophical system which,
when properly applied, provides men
with a framework upon which to improve
themselves and their world.”
A bit more complex, but gives the listener
a little more to chew on, doesn’t it?
Brethren, the answers we give the
profane do not have to be simple and
mundane. Look deeply within yourself to
find what Freemasonry truly means to
you. How we portray ourselves has a
direct correlation on the types of men we
attract, and therefore to the continued
perpetuation of our Lodges.
What makes a good candidate?
When I am asked what qualities a man
should possess in order to be a good
Mason, I simply reply that he must be a
“seeker”. The specific thing that he seeks
is unimportant. Good candidates have
the desire to discover answers to very
profound and personal questions. In fact,
the petitioner may have absolutely no
clue what he’s looking for. It is through
the Masonic journey that some questions
are answered, but many, many others
are illuminated. What is initially sought
may be completely transformed 1, 5, 10
years along the path. I suggest that good
candidates, indeed, good Masons accept
that their knowledge is limited by their
experiences and continually maintain a
child-like openness to new ideas.
(continued on page 8)
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That said, I believe that we must admit that Freemasonry is not,
and should never be for all men. Masonry is not a path for the lazy
or those that wish to remain comfortable in their well-established
beliefs, and it is not for the short-sighted, the vein, or the shallow.
That said, how many of you have signed the petition of a man that
you’ve just met that night? I’ve done it, and when I did I failed both
the man and the Lodge.
These petitioners are obliged to earn your trust and you are equally
obliged to know them. Put the correct value on your
recommendation, your Lodge, and the Craft. If you sign a man’s
petition you must be willing to be his constant companion and
guide throughout this Masonic journey.
When it comes to men that wish to join us, question their
motivations, challenge their expectations, and be honest in telling
them that the path isn’t easy.
I’ve heard it said that modern men (which I take to mean those of
my generation and younger) simply don’t have the time to make
the effort to memorize lessons, learn ritual, or even to regularly
attend meetings. This my friends, pardon my language, is horse
crap and it’s an excuse.
Freemasonry isn’t “just one night a month”, it is a lifelong
commitment. Men are expected to be engaged, not only in the
communications of their lodge, but to be active in their very
personal pursuit of light and by supporting other Masons in their
journeys.
The Role of Ritual
Once we have the right type of man and we have set the right
expectations, when do we leave the most lasting impression on
him?
I have heard brethren say that Masonry is and is not the ritual.
I believe they’re both correct.
Masonry is our ritual because that is where the beauty and soul of
the Fraternity resides. All of our tenets, philosophies, and
wonderful mysteries reside there. Without it, we would simply be
another social or charitable club. Ritual makes us unlike any other
group of men on Earth.
Our ritual binds us with each other and with every Mason that has
lived or will ever live. When I took my obligation, I was spiritually
connected to my Great-Great-Great Grandfather, a man who died
111 years before I was born! What else contains this type of
power?
And it is also not our ritual, because without the right men, without
the right experience, the words are just words. Words that can be
read on the internet by anyone, man or woman, 24 hours a day.
Think of our ritual as a meditation. When we walk into the temple
we are leaving the average world behind and entering a completely
different realm of being, from the material to the spiritual. It serves
to gather us around a guiding set of principles. It is a way for us to
individually and collectively channel communication to the Divine.
We must treat it that way.
Every time we participate in a degree, we are opening ourselves
to new ideas by contemplating ancient ones. The sources of these
ideas are incredibly varied, but intricately connected; Christianity,
Neo-Platonism, Kabbalah, Alchemy, the ancient Mystery Schools,
from more cultures and philosophies than I am capable of naming.
We are not only connecting ourselves to this immense body of
knowledge; we are forming a profound and lasting bond with our
new brother, renewing it with each other, and proclaiming it to God.

It is no less important that we perform the ritual with emphasis,
emotion, and understanding. If we deliver it as flat and ordinary,
that will be impression it leaves. When you hear a brother describe
the emotion that is elicited from the Work, you know you have done
well by him.
We also have a responsibility to give our new brethren the
instruction that they require beyond the ritual. Handing a brother a
fully written out ritual lesson, instructing him to learn it and return
when his ready to regurgitate it is not a Mentor Program.
Memorizing the ritual is only an aspect of the process of going
through to the degrees, but we don’t do it simply for its own sake.
Rather, it is a method by which we prove a Brother’s commitment
to advancing in Freemasonry, but more importantly, it provides an
opportunity to form a bond with that Brother by exploring the
meaning of the ritual together.
We must focus on the internal and not the external..
I speak about what we look for in our candidates and the ritual, we
can’t forget the element that truly makes a lodge, the brethren. We
must never forget the duties that we owe to each other.
Now, I have witnessed more acts of human kindness, love, charity,
and selflessness in the time that I’ve been a Mason than any other
period in my life. But I have also seen incredible back-biting,
political wrangling, and egoism. I am ashamed to say that I have
at times succumbed to much of the same.
Jewels, titles and fancy aprons make us feel important and they
do serve a purpose in the Craft, but we must not lose focus by
allowing these honors to distract us.
Not only this, but we are often disconnected from each other’s lives
and fail to confide in each other, sharing our pain as well as our
joy. When we don’t truly know each other outside of the confines
of lodge, it hinders us within.
So, we have attracted the right men, stewarded our candidates
through the degrees, we are mentoring them … how do we keep
all Brothers coming back?
We must provide opportunities for light outside of ritual by making
Masonic meetings more, well, Masonic. Opportunities must exist
to discuss our tenets, our symbolism, our history, and our
experiences. Masonry does not start and end with the degrees. It
must be perpetuated in all that we do when we meet. Every brother
must be engaged in our labors. Every brother has something of
value to contribute. If you don’t think you do, you’re sorely
mistaken!
Every Lodge has administrative responsibilities that must be
addressed, but far too often we allow them to completely overtake
us. It doesn’t take much to start a Masonic discussion, nor does it
require you to be a Masonic scholar.
Create the opportunity by setting aside the time, asking a question,
and then listening. The brethren and the lodge will be greatly
rewarded.
Through our ritual and Masonic education, we move toward the
goal of further light in Masonry. But true light is not revealed by the
Master simply saying “Let There Be Light”. It is revealed in the
contemplation of the ritual, a study of its tenets, and continued
Masonic education.
In New Hampshire, the beginning of the Master Mason’s Charge
in our ritual is spoken as follows: “You have now received all the
instruction that pertains to our noble Craft, and have advanced by
regular gradations to the summit of Ancient Craft Masonry”. That
is technically correct; there is no more ritual, but it doesn’t leave
the right impression.
(Continued on page 9)
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I suggest that that we add this: “You have received the tools to
build the foundation of your ‘Spiritual Temple’ and now your labors
must commence. This is the end of the begining, the true Masonic
journey lies ahead.”
So, what is Freemasonry? I will start by telling you what it isn’t.
Freemasonry is not magic!
From the moment, the Master takes your hand to raise you, you
are only symbolically transported to a sublime plane of being and
thinking, but this is where it begins. You have the opportunity for a
magnificent rebirth of spirit. It can be magical, but only if you
engage in the labor of the Craft.
Freemasonry has two very distinct paths that we walk
simultaneously; Our journey in an individual journey as well as a
collective one. It is about radiating light and absorbing it. It is all
too easy to forget our teachings and let our day-to-day lives cast a
shadow that consumes what we’ve learned. We may allow
ourselves to become spiritually or physically passive, or even
completely dormant. So, we come to lodge to be reminded of our
teachings and to learn.
Freemasonry is a vehicle for light, but a vehicle without fuel serves
no purpose. In order, for us to truly perpetuate the principles of our
Order, we must be active together both inside and outside of the
Temple, and never stall the building of our “spiritual temple”.
In conclusion, I feel compelled to say that I have absolutely no right
to tell you how to be a Mason or how to be a lodge. This is a
journey, and as such, it is personal, colored by your own
interpretations, experience, and interests. There is no “right” way,
and any brother that says that he alone has the answer is wrong.
I was Master of my lodge, and during those two years did I apply
all of my experiences and listen to all of my own sage advice? No,
and it’s because I’m still learning. All I can reasonably hope for is
that I honored Freemasonry, our lodge, our brethren, and my
Masonic ancestors in what I’ve done and whom I’ve become.
Finally, I can say with absolute certainty that your candidates, your
brothers, your lodge depend upon you. All of you. Please act on
your responsibility as the most important member of your lodge.
An active brother Mason and a “seeker”.
I will close with a bit of a meditation that I composed while writing
this, and it is as follows: “I have been a Master Mason for 8 years,
but my journey has just begun. I will always be an Entered
Apprentice; my ashlar is rough. I have learned, yet I know nothing.
Yet, my labors are underway and they will not cease until the Great
Architect of the Universe commands me to lay down my Working
Tools. I will endeavor to act in this world with dignity, humility, and
honesty. And along the way I will make many mistakes. So while I
am here, I will continue working that ashlar. I know that in this world
it will never be perfect, but I will carry with me the satisfaction and
certainty of knowing that I have not labored in vain”.


Report from the Masonic Districts
METRO DISTRICT

RW Robert B. Ellston, DDGM
Greetings from the Metro District,
Hard to believe, but we’ve made it to the Metro! To use the “old
cliché”, where has the time gone? Keith and I have remarked on
several occasions recently that it seems like only yesterday we
started our journey “down South” and now here we are, beginning
“our turn” in the Metro District.
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In some ways, for me at least, our being in this District feels
somewhat like “a home coming”. Several years ago, when I was
first appointed as an Associate Grand Chaplin, Rising Sun and
Redwood Lodges were amongst my first assignment to this
position. Jenks Lodge, itself holds a special place for me, as it was
my father’s “Mother Lodge” and as such, I had heard much about
the lodge (on High Street) and several of the brethren, while I was
growing up. In 1988, while maintaining my membership with my
“Mother Lodge” Mt. Moriah, I affiliated with the former Barney
Merry Lodge, in the old 3rd District and there, twice served as the
Master. In 2001, Barney Merry merged with St. John’s No. 1Providence where I became a member so I have yet another
connection with the Metro. To a great sense, Overseas Lodge is
also special to me and Keith as we are both veterans of the United
States Navy.
On May 22nd we celebrated the Installation of our newest Most
Worshipful Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother Peter
Iacobucci, with the entire pomp and circumstance attendant to that
auspicious occasion. Congratulations, Most Worshipful Grand
Master on your accession to the Grand East and may your year be
smooth and enjoyable. Keith and I again wish to thank you for
having the confidence in us to have appointed us as your
representatives to the Metro District and we will serve you and the
Fraternity to the best of our abilities.
The 22nd was also a day on which we said “Thank You” to Most
Worshipful Brother Stephen T. McGuire as he stepped down from
the Oriental Chair. Most Worshipful McGuire, we thank you so
much for allowing us to serve you and the Craft in the East Bay
District during the past year.
If the 22nd of May was the Grand Lodge Annual, then it serves to
follow that the Grand Master’s organizational meeting must take
place shortly thereafter, and so it did on the evening of the May
25th. The very next evening, Keith and I had the pleasure of
installing a new suite of officers at Rising Sun Lodge No. 30. What
a fantastic way to start a new year and a new district. Our own
organizational meeting within the district was scheduled for the
next week and was well attended by the Masters, Wardens,
Associate Grand Chaplins and Associate Grand Lecturers and
other brethren of the district. As time and personal schedules
permitted, Keith and I tried to travel to some of the Lodges in the
district prior to the summer recess. One that we most assuredly
attended was St. John’s No.1 Providence Annual communication
on June 23rd, where we were requested to install the officer line in
a Semi-public Forum. What an amazing turnout and an altogether
enjoyable evening.
While contemplating on the subject of the “summer recess”, let us
not forget the “schedule of events” for this time of rest and
refreshment. Here are just a few of the events; July 7th is the
Rainbow Grand Assembly which is to be held at the Crowne Plaza;
the next day, July 8th the Grand Master will be making his Official
Visitation to the Southern District at Charity Lodge No. 23 with a
1:00 PM Opening. July 30th is the date of the Grand Lodge Picnic,
which as always is to be held at the Masonic Youth Center. As
stated brethren, these are just a few of the “events”, so please
check your lodge calendars, the Grand Lodge website and the
RI Freemason for more information.
Finally, to the brethren of the Metro District, Keith and I look
forward to working with you to advance “our Gentle Craft” during
the coming year. We have learned much over the past four years
as we progressed thru the other districts and are sure that our
“learning curve” will continue in the Metro District. Be assured, as
we have stated to the brethren in the other districts, that we will
assist your lodges as we can and as we are able when called upon,
but will not deem to in any way “run your Lodge”.
(continued on page 10)
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My brothers, this is the function of your Master, the Wardens and
other Officers with guidance from the Past Masters when and if
necessary.

NORTHERN DISTRICT

RW Douglas J. Grant, DDGM
Brethren all,

Again, my brothers, please have a safe, happy and enjoyable
summer. As always, may the Supreme Architect bless and keep
you and yours. Please, remember those less fortunate and do as
you are able, to comfort and relieve their distress.


Greetings from the Northern District. A new Masonic year has just
begun and everyone is now settling into their new roles. I am
looking forward to working with the brothers in the Northern District
and hope that they take advantage of my offer to help in whatever
way I can to help better their lodges and our Craft in general.

EAST BAY DISTRICT

It was a pleasure working with the Central District Lodges this past
year and my thanks go out to the Masters and officers for the work
they did to make their lodges better. My thanks also go out to the
brothers that came to lodge to support the officers and their lodge
in general. Without the support of the brothers on the sidelines,
the degree work does not have the same meaning. Your continued
effort to be in lodge at the specials and regular communications is
the cornerstone of the successful lodge. Your support is
recognized and greatly appreciated by me and the Masters of your
lodges, thank you.

RW Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM
A Well Deserved Break!
This article I want to dedicate to the brothers of the Northern
District. Since our arrival, it has been a busy time for all the lodges
of the North. To say they hit the ground running would be an
understatement and a disservice for all the hard work the brothers
have done to make their lodges successful.
I also need to mention that not only have they been extremely
hospitable in every lodge Brad and I attended, but their brotherly
love was exceeded only by their utmost generosity not only to our
Charity, “the Pickle Jar” but throughout the many organizations
they have chosen to support. And if that were not enough to keep
them busy, all the Junior Wardens worked diligently together on
District Fundraiser, which was a big success.
I would also like to thank all the Masters for all the hard work
keeping things exciting and fresh and for doing their best to exceed
expectations they set at the beginning of their terms, well done.
It was truly a pleasure for Brad and I to be a part of your year as
we traveled through the districts. There have been some high
standards set, but I see the future of the Northern District in very
good hands for years to come. My sincere thanks to all the
brethren for all that you do to keep Masonry in the forefront of our
lives.
Being this is our June/July edition of the RI Freemason, we have
a new Grand Master, M∴W∴Peter Iacobucci. Not only is
M∴W∴Peter Iacobucci our Grand Master but he’s also my lodge
brother and I’m delighted that he has made the Grand East. I
couldn’t begin to tell you the nights we spent together along with
other brothers who were in line with us at Roger Williams Lodge
talking about the future of Masonry and our personal aspirations. I
don’t ever recall one of us talking about being Grand Master but
low and behold M∴W∴Brother Russ Davis, M∴W∴Brother Chip
Hallstrom, and now M∴W∴Brother Iacobucci have made it to the
pinnacle of Masonry within our state. Good luck M∴W∴Grand
Master for a successful year and a tip of the apron to you (Inside
Joke).
To M∴W∴Steve McGuire, thank you for a wonderful year, it was
my pleasure to serve you during your term of office. I enjoyed
traveling with you and the Grand Marshal during your visits.
Finally, my brothers as we close in on the completion of another
Masonic year, I need to thank all the brethren for their many well
wishes and prayers this year as I experienced some family hard
times. To you all, I hope for you a tremendously great summer, I
hope you and your families stay safe and healthy, and I hope to
see you at the summer outing.
Brad and I now look forward to the start of our travels in the East
Bay District and new friendships!


My life is so busy, my cable tow fully extended.
I’m not sure I can do the lecture that you so expressly depended
My wife, my kids, my job they are such a huge stress
I promise I will make the effort and try to do my best
I told him the words that I think he wants to hear
But did I mean what I said, or was it just a lie that I must now bear.
The day has now come and the degree is tonight
My conscience weighs heavy, it’s a winless fight
My degrees have truly taught me that I should be honest and true
I should go and give the lecture that I said I would do.
I struggle with this burden that weighs heavy on my mind
I should just call him up and tell him I decline
But I am a Mason and this means so much to me
I will not shirk my responsibility.
I will give my lectures and be proud of what I am
Through my oaths and obligations, I am now a better man
May the blessings of heaven rest upon us and all regular Masons.
May brotherly love prevail and every moral and Masonic virtue
cement us.


CENTRAL DISTRICT

RW André H. Faria, Jr., DDGM
Brethren all,
And just like that, the summer is upon us and with it the beginning
of another Masonic Year in our Grand Jurisdiction. Congratulations to our new Most Worshipful Grand Master Peter
Iacobucci as he now holds the reins of the Grand East. Our new
Grand Master has seen fit to appoint me as District Deputy for the
Central District and humbly, I would like to thank him for his
confidence in me and Worshipful Brandt, as we continue our
journey in our small but diverse State. As we look ahead to our
year with the brothers of the Central District, we take with us very
fond memories of our time in the Southern District. We have made
many new friends and acquaintances and are enriched by having
(continued on page 11)
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had the opportunity to spend time with so many talented Masons.
We also take this opportunity to extend our best wishes to R∴W∴
Rick Baccus and W∴Richard Lynch as they begin their journey in
the south. Brandt and I are excited to meet the brothers of Ionic,
Manchester, Daylight and Harmony lodges and to spend our year
getting to know everyone and I am sure also being enriched along
the way.
In April, we had the opportunity to offer our thanks to M∴W∴
Stephen T. McGuire, now the Junior Past Grand Master on the
occasion of his testimonial dinner. It was a splendid evening that
saw about 250 Masons and their guests pay tribute to our Past
Grand Master for a successful year in the Grand Orient. In
particular, I would like to offer my thanks to him for having
appointed me to the Grand Line and for having confidence in
Brandt and me. We wish him well as he now continues his Masonic
journey in a different way and look forward to his continued wisdom
and good counsel.
One of the greatest gifts that Freemasonry has to offer us is the
ability to meet so many brothers from all walks of life, different
socio-economic backgrounds, diverse cultures and years of
wisdom and experience. I know that I have been wonderfully
blessed to have been touched by so many of you who are now
reading this, brothers and men who I would have probably not ever
met if it were not for this Fraternity. As a young Freemason, one
of the tenets that hit home with me was the bond that we make to
each other, to be there for a brother to the best of our ability,
without injury to ourselves in his time of need. Whether our
assistance is offered from our purse or by our counsel, the vow we
make to be there for each other is one of the most profound oaths
that each of us has ever made, and I don’t have to tell you the
position we were in and the emotions we felt when we made this
obligation. Whether we like it or not, we are united to each other.
Even when we may disagree with our brother, we are still bound
to him by oath. Our bond transcends what we feel or think, it is
deeply ontological and has ramifications for the rest of our lives.
Whether-or-not we continue to be affiliated with our lodge or if we
ever make the difficult choice to demit, we will ALWAYS be
Freemasons.
Our oath to each other in no way diminishes the responsibility and
primacy of our families. In fact, being a Freemason is meant to
enrich our home life to help us become better persons by putting
into practice the symbolic teachings that our Fraternity so wisely
impresses upon us. And yet, nearly every Freemason who truly
becomes active and makes the commitment of his time and his
talent to his lodge will necessarily feel how this impacts the time
he also needs to spend with his family. It is like the fisherman who
must sometimes leave for weeks in-order to make a living for his
family or the salesman who must travel in order to put bread on
the table and pay the mortgage. There is a going out and a coming
back; it is, to use a popular cliché, the circle of life. The Freemason
leaves his family for a few hours not to bring back tangible riches
upon his return home. If he is open and alert while in lodge, he will
not only learn from the degrees he experiences first hand, but also
the life experience(s) and words of his brothers. It is then that he
can go back to his abode filled with the riches of wisdom, the
strength to quietly let the tenets he has learned transform his
character into a stronger, more loving and wiser man.
Many Freemasons struggle with the “pull” that sometimes they
experience between home and the lodge. However, each man
must wisely choose how much time he can dedicate to his lodge
while maintaining the primacy of presence with his family. Some
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Freemasons must for a time cease being active in their lodges and
are only able to attend a monthly meeting. Others who have been
away for a while, may return to their lodges when their family life
becomes less demanding and then have the wonderful opportunity
to share with us the rich wisdom inherent in being a faithful
husband and a model father. There is no room for judgment of
brothers who for a time may need to dedicate more time with their
families. After all, they are our brothers and we will always be
there for them. As a Freemason, our arms are bound to always
remain open to welcome brothers who choose to return. Similarly,
if a brother chooses to walk away for a time we must not be afraid
to pat him on the back with reassurance and to let him know that
we will not forget him. In the end, we are brothers and our bonds
prevent us from treating each other as anything less.


SOUTHERN DISTRICT
RWRick Baccus, DDGM

Greetings brethren,
Rick Lynch and I are so honored to be selected as your next
District Deputy Grand Master and Grand Master of Ceremonies.
We are greatly humbled that the Most Worshipful Grand Master
elect, Peter Iacobucci offered us the Southern District
appointment. We are excited to start our journey with all of you.
Needless to say, the rolling stone gathers no moss, so we are
anxiously awaiting the Grand Master’s first visitation of the year to
our district on July 8th at Charity Lodge No. 23. Since it will be an
outdoor lodge meeting, with a lady’s program and picnic, there will
be a relaxed dress code.
Congratulations to Hope Lodge No. 25 on the celebration of their
150th anniversary. My congratulations to W∴Jim Haldeman for the
effort he and his officers have made this year to celebrate this
milestone in their long history serving our Craft. Hope Lodge
should be commended on their service to the Craft and to their
community.
Brother Rick and I are looking forward to your welcome at the
Connecticut Tigers Game on Sunday, August 6th. Our ladies, Patti
and Kay will finally have the chance to join us for fellowship and
relaxation. By the way, I grew up in Detroit, Michigan and the
Detroit Tigers (Al Kaline my hero) was my team to watch.
My Brothers, please feel free to reach out to me should you want
me to attend your functions. My email is rickbaccus@cox.net and
my cell phone is 401-413-6281. See you soon!


Grand Master’s Official Visitation Southern District
Date Change
Be advised that the date of the Grand Master’s Official Visitation
to the Southern District, which will be hosted by Charity Lodge
No.23, has been changed from:
Thursday, July 6th to Saturday, July 8th
Outdoor Lodge will open at 1:00 PM at which time there will also
be a lady’s program hosted in the lodge with a picnic to follow.
Dress Code
Lodge officers and brethren: Collared shirt with slacks
(No jeans or shorts) w/ aprons/jewels
Ladies: Casual summer wear (picnic style)
Shorts and jeans for men will be allowed after the proceedings.
For Reservations Contact:
John Anderson: 401-539-1109 or andersonj945@gmail.com.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
By: Brother, Timothy L. Culhane, P.M.
March and April have been quite eventful at St. Johns Lodge. Our
March regular communication held on March 15th, saw the raising
of four Master Masons. Congratulations to the new Master Masons
and the officers for their great work.

own greetings and those of W∴Mark Eddleston, his Grand Master
of Ceremonies. He then spoke about his travels while going
through the districts. All of us at St. Johns wish them both the best
as they leave the districts and continue on their path to the Grand
East.
As the weather warms, St. Johns is fast approaching the end of
our Masonic year. In June, we will have our last regular
communication before our Annual Communication on June 21st.
Our program for the evening will be our annual awards
presentations and general fraternal camaraderie as W∴William
DeLuca’s term in the East draws to a close. We will hold our
Annual Communication on Friday, June 23rd at 5:30 PM at the
Scottish Rite Masonic Center in Cranston. Please come and join
us and show your support for our incoming Master and his officers.
St. Johns Lodge will be at recess during July and August, but we
hope to see you at events and as we travel. Please have a safe,
fun, happy, and prosperous summer.


Washington Lodge No. 3
By: W∴Tom Neyhart, P.M.

Our regular communication on April 19th was a special event. We
were honored to host R∴W∴Gary S. Kaufman for his last DDGM
visitation to the Metro District. It was a memorable evening with an
attendance of 189 brothers and guests. A 50-Year Service Medal
was presented to Brother James Brooks. Also, Brother Joseph
Bernier received the Rookie Award from Grand Lodge. We were
also treated to Brother Joshua Irizarry delivering a beautiful
rendition of the Israeli National Anthem!
The program for the
evening
was
MW Brother, Avi
Baranes,
Grand
Master of Israel. He
gave an interesting
and
warm
presentation
on
Freemasonry
in
Israel, its history and
its current status.
He
was
very
pleased to share
some
of
the
successes of the
Craft in Israel, and
also very candid
about the difficulties
that they face. His
presentation
was
well received and
enjoyed by all.
Worshipful Master Robert Goff and the Brothers from Redwood
Lodge were presented the traveling gavel for having the most
brothers in attendance that evening. If you want the traveling
gavel, you are going to have to visit Redwood Lodge in force!
As the evening started to draw to a close, the gavel of St. Johns
Lodge was presented to R∴W∴Gary S. Kaufman who brought his

Washington Lodge played host to the Most Worshipful Grand
Master Stephen T. McGuire and a very large suite from all over the
State on April 11th. We had well over 100 people in the lodge room
for the visitation. We were also pleased to present 50-year Service
Medals to Brothers; George Hall, George Jessop, and Robert
Sinclair. Our distinguished brothers received their medals in the
presence of their families.

The program of the evening was a presentation on the Egyptian
murals of the lodge. We were very honored to have the family of
the original artist, Brother Max Muller, with us for the presentation.
Mrs. Susan Bosworth, his great niece gave a presentation about
Brother Max and his works as a painter. Much of the information
was gathered from her father, Brother Kenneth Bosworth, who was
close to his uncle Max. It was very enlightening to be able to learn
about the man who painted our treasured murals as well as some
of his other works. W∴Steve Curria’s presentation was on the
murals and what the images depict. This was extremely
informative to all and his explanation lets us understand how the
murals of Egyptian motif are in harmony with Masonic principles
and teachings of the Craft.
At a special meeting held on April 29th, we conferred the Entered
Apprentice Degree on 3 new brothers, one from St. John’s Lodge
(continued on page 13)

________________________________________________________________
(continued from Page 12, Washington Lodge)

No. 1 and two from Washington Lodge.
On Sunday, June 4th we will be holding our annual Public Clam
Bake with Bake Master, Spencer Hackley at the Pete Sepe
Pavilion in Warren. This is for the benefit of restoration and repairs
of our Masonic Temple. Currently restoration work is being done
on the exterior of the 218-year old federal-style building as well as
our Egyptian murals. In addition to the main bake there will be clam
chowder, hamburgers, and hot dogs. Beer and wine will be served.
As part of the bake we will be raffling off many prizes. Set the date
aside. We hope to see you there for this fun filled family day!
We are proud of being part of “Art Night Bristol and Warren”. This
offers us additional opportunities to show off our Masonic Temple
including the splendid murals. The tours take place on the last
Thursday of the summer months. Please come by and join us! 

Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
By: Brother, Roger Lepire, P.M.
Brethren, almost half our Masonic year has gone by and most of
us know very little about our Worshipful Master Rowan Gottschalk.
I sat and spoke with W∴Rowan after our April meeting. It soon
dawned on me that he has been groomed his entire life to be a
‘traveling man’
W∴Rowan was born at Women’s and Infants Hospital in
Providence. He soon moved from Providence to Vermont. After
spending some time in Vermont, he moved to Virginia. As luck
would have it some years later he moved back to Vermont from
Virginia. He graduated high school in Vermont and then moved
back to Rhode Island, so as you can see he was always a traveling
man. While he was still in high school a friend of his was interested
in Freemasonry, and he often discussed this with Rowan. Over
time Rowan also became interested in the Craft.
When Rowan returned to Rhode Island he spent a year at CCRI.
In high school Rowan got into graphic design. After CCRI Rowan
went to New England Tech and got a degree in graphic design.
During his time at CCRI he was also working at Stop & Shop.
Rowan often spoke to a Mason from Overseas Lodge who also
worked there. Since Rowan was not a veteran he could not join
Overseas Lodge so that member took Rowan’s information and
sent it to Grand Lodge. Grand Lodge in turn sent the information
to Mt. Moriah. Brian Pickhover was Secretary of the lodge at that
time and he got in touch with Rowan and invited him to come to
lodge on a Tuesday evening.

Rhode Island Freemason Page 13

As a point of interest, Rowan has been a stage actor since he was
in the second grade. That not only has helped him to learn ritual
work, but also makes him more comfortable in front of a crowd.
That in no way means he feels no pressure at meetings and
functions. It’s one thing to play a role, but it’s completely different
to be in charge and speaking off the top of your head. It’s much
harder to prepare for that as all Past Masters know.
Well now you know a little bit more about the man who sits in the
East during our meetings, and we are truly fortunate that he took
a serious interest in the Craft at such a young age. Once again, I
will see you next issue. The Good Lord willing.


Harmony Lodge No. 9
By: Brother, Michael A. Cunningham, Master
Harmony Lodge has had a very busy spring. We held our annual
Henry Rossi Memorial Game Dinner on March 1st at the Cranston
Portuguese Club, where almost 400 attendees were served six
courses, all of which we made from scratch. This is the lodge’s
most significant annual fundraiser and is also a great weekend of
fellowship. Many thanks to the approximately 30 Brothers who
participated this year. Also in March, Harmony presented 25 and
50-year Service Medals to several worthy Brothers during R∴W∴
Douglas Grant’s official DDGM visitation to the Lodge. It was a
very special evening, made even more so by the large number of
brothers on the sidelines in attendance. Thank you to all service
medal recipients for your continued service to the Craft.

R∴W∴ Douglas Grant, DDGM presented 50-year Service Medals to (L-R):
W∴ Edwin Carlson, Brothers; Charles S. Robertson, Frederick E. Sawyer and
Robert W. Chase, Sr.

Rowan got a bit of a surprise when he first met the members. He
had gotten there at about 8:00 and there was nobody downstairs.
He heard people speaking upstairs so he walked up and entered
the lodge room. At this point everyone turned toward the door and
yelled at him that he wasn’t allowed upstairs. After staring at this
group for a few seconds Brian came over to him and walked him
downstairs. They spoke for a while and Brian explained that he
wasn’t allowed upstairs because there was a rehearsal going on,
and only Master Masons were allowed to see degree work. Rowan
then submitted his application to become a member.
Rowan was 19 when he Joined Mt. Moriah. He got in line the same
year, and after going through the chairs he became our Master at
23 years old. We knew right away that he was the youngest Master
ever at Mt. Moriah. We checked with Grand Lodge and found that
Rowan is the youngest Master Mason in the state to ever serve as
Master of a lodge. I’m sure that puts some pressure on him to do
a great job. And he has indeed been doing a great job.

(L–R): R∴W∴Douglas Grant, and 25-year Service Medal recipients;
W∴Kenneth A. Angilly, W ∴Philip N. Crawford, Brothers; David W. Wyman, Jr.
and Kenneth J. Athaide, are congratulated by W∴Michael A. Cunningham.
(continued on page 14)
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In April, the lodge participated in an official visitation to Fidelity
Chapter, Order of DeMolay to attend the meeting as well as to
convey our best wishes to Master Councilor Armando BarraganTovar, his officers and members. We were able to witness Robert
Newton receive the initiatory obligation, which was a special
moment for all of the Harmony Lodge members who were in
attendance. Also in April, Harmony participated in its spring home
visitations to our Special Ladies and infirm brothers. We also held
a lady’s luncheon at Santa Maria di Prata, where all in attendance
were entertained by Robert Black (a phenomenal impersonator of
Elvis, Frank Sinatra, and Johnny Cash) after a great meal provided
by Ralph’s Catering. I want to thank the brothers who supported
this very successful event and honored the ladies of Harmony
Lodge. A special thank you is due to W∴Alan French who provided
hand-drawn prints of various Rhode Island scenes, which were
framed and provided to the Harmony ladies as gifts of
appreciation.
Looking forward, Harmony has a busy slate of activities planned
over the next few months. On June 3, four candidates will be
raised to sublime degree of Master Mason. This degree is special
not only to the candidates, but also to the several brethren who are
able to actively participate in the degree. A family dinner is planned
immediately following the degree (around 6:00 PM) so please plan
to attend if you are able and congratulate Harmony’s newest
Master Masons!
On Tuesday June 6, we will have our annual Past Masters meeting
and steak fry. At this meeting, W∴Todd Derksen will run the
proceedings for the evening, along with a group of Past Masters
who will fill all of the officer’s chairs, while the current officers cook
dinner for the brethren. Advanced reservations are a must for this
meeting due to the cost of the meal. Attendees without
reservations cannot be guaranteed that a steak will be available
for them, so please plan accordingly.
Please make note of a few important lodge dates in July.
Harmony’s annual picnic will be held on Sunday, July 9th, 12:00
Noon, at the Masonic park in the Buttonwoods section of Warwick
(rain or shine). Brother Sentinel, Stephen Garvey, along with the
class of 2017 will run the picnic this year so it is hoped there will
be a large turnout of members and family to enjoy what will no
doubt be a great day. In addition, the annual golf tournament will
be held on Saturday, July 15th, 8:00 AM at Crystal Lake Golf Club.
This year, the tournament is being run as a Central Masonic
District charity event to benefit the Dyslexia Center at Scottish Rite.
Given that this charity is near and dear to the hearts of many
Masons, it is hoped that the level of participation will be very high.
As always, please refer to Harmony’s monthly webpage
(www.harmony9.org) or Facebook page for regular updates of
upcoming and ongoing lodge activities. Please plan to participate,
activities in the summer months are great opportunities to further
foster fellowship with fellow members of the Craft!


Morning Star Lodge No. 13
By: Brother, Gerry Phaneuf, Master
Once again, I would like to remind the brethren of the Northern
District about the annual Northern District Picnic to be held on
Sunday, July 16th at Buttonwoods. This event is free to members,
friends, and family and is paid for by the generous donations of the
participating Grottos and Lodges. Hope to see you there. If
inclined, bring your bats, gloves, and softballs and perhaps a game
or two can be arranged. The Masonic Youth Center or

Buttonwoods as most of us know, is a wonderful facility.
We had announced the Sword of Bunker Hill Degree for our April
meeting. Unfortunately, due to issues beyond our control, the
event had to be cancelled at the last minute. We intend to try and
reschedule for some time in the fall and will advertise it as soon as
information is available and the degree re-scheduled.
Finally, as most of the lodges prepare to go to recess for the
summer and the brethren take time to spend and vacation with
their families, I hope that everyone remains safe so that we may
meet again in the fall. Take care my brothers.


St. Paul’s Lodge No. 14

By: WCharles O’Hara, IV, Master
The Lodge, in its 200th year of receiving a Charter from the Grand
Lodge, continues to celebrate our bicentennial. All brethren
attending the May 2nd East Bay DDGM visitation of R∴W∴Robert
B. Ellston, accompanied by W∴Keith P. Moan, GMC, were treated
to a distinctive dinner buffet. We were honored by the attendance
of the Most Worshipful Grand Master Stephen T. McGuire, his
gracious wife Maureen, and R∴W∴Elliot R. Greene, Grand
Marshal. All brothers present received a (one-time issue) St. Paul’s
Lodge No. 14 bicentennial (shield shaped) lapel pin. The lodge
was then opened to friends, families, and distinguished guests.
The portrait restoration of R∴W∴William H. Cotton, Worshipful
Master from 1879-1880 was displayed, along with the unveiling of
a specially commissioned wall painting featuring former lodge
buildings, Masonic emblems, and the working tools of
Freemasonry. Artist Erin Crowley of Stoughton, MA. is to be
congratulated for her exquisite original interpretations. The
program of the evening was by Jennifer Barrera, the program
director of Lucy’s Hearth, of Middletown, a provider for 33 years of
shelter, comprehensive programs, and critical human services to
homeless families in a safe, supportive environment that promotes
family health and stability.
St. Paul’s main dinner/charity event for the bicentennial is
scheduled for Tuesday, September 5, 2017. A brief stated
communication will be held at 5:00 PM, followed by the installation
of a time capsule, as part of the rededication of the 1967
cornerstone, and the dedication of the new 200th anniversary
cornerstone. Presiding at the affair will be the Most Worshipful
Grand Master Peter Iacobucci, accompanied by R∴W∴Gilbert J.
Fontes, Jr., Grand Marshal. St. Paul’s Lodge is honored that
R∴W∴Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM for the East Bay District,
accompanied by W∴William B. Ripley, GMC, will also be in
attendance. The reception hour, between 5:00 PM and 6:00 PM,
will feature a chowder station and beverage service. The dinner
buffet will begin at 6:00 PM, and will feature Caesar salad, Spinney
Creek Maine steamed clams, Prince Edward Island mussels, local
sweet corn on the cob, red bliss potato, barbecued chicken, and a
Rhode Island lobster. The entire affair will be held under a catering
tent adjacent to the lodge, with lights, banquet tables, and an
experienced and friendly wait staff. (please make your dinner
reservations by email to the Secretary, W∴Michael R. Northup at:
mrnorthup@cox.net.) The cost of the dinner is $75.00, which
includes a specially made bicentennial coin, which serves as your
dinner ticket. The proceeds of the auction and raffle will be donated
to Lucy’s Hearth, of Middletown, the featured charity of St. Paul’s
Lodge. I hope you will be able to join us for this important
occasion.

___________________________________________________________________

Franklin Lodge No. 20
By: Brother, Ralph Brunson, Master
Greetings from the deep south of Rhode Island! Franklin Lodge
has been very busy this year. Since January, we have begun a
Masonic redevelopment project. This has entailed reaching out to
all of our members and asking several questions such as why they
come to lodge, or don’t, what would bring them back, what they
think is good for the lodge, etc. This has brought back some very
interesting points of view and comments that we will now bring to
a multi-year plan that I think will help Franklin Lodge and the Craft.
This year, for the first time, Franklin Lodge will be sponsoring a
little league team as well as the league here in Westerly, this will
be bringing light into our community and letting people know who
we are and that we care about our community and the youth here.
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The event was held to help raise funds for various temple
restoration projects.
The Temple was originally an executive home built in 1890. The
Foundation acquired the property in the mid 1940’s and added an
addition to provide office space, a large lodge room and lower level
dinner and entertainment facilities. The purpose of the Foundation
was to provide a home for the various Masonic organizations of
Westerly. In its ‘hey day’, those organizations included: Franklin
Lodge No. 20; Deborah Chapter No. 9, Order of Eastern Star;
Narragansett Commandrey No. 27; Westerly Assembly No.7,
Order of Rainbow Girls; Napatree Chapter, Order of DeMolay; Tall
Cedars of Lebanon and a few other Masonic organizations.

This year as a welcome to the Southern District, a get-together for
R∴W∴Rick Baccus and W∴Rick Lynch our new DDGM and GMC,
the Southern District is hosting an all you can eat BBQ at a
Connecticut Tigers baseball game in Norwich, CT. The game is
going to be on Sunday, August 6th at 4:00 PM. Admission will
include an in game BBQ in the party pavilion and group seating on
the third base line for the game. This is also family event, so all are
welcome to come. Kids will be able to run the bases and play catch
in the outfield after the game. Tickets are $25 for adults and $15
for children 12 and under and can be purchased at
www.franklin20.org/store or through W∴Ralph Brunson at
rbrunson23@cox.net or by calling 401-644-4525.

The “Bring Home the Bacon” fundraiser started with members and
friends of the Foundation adopting plastic “Piggy Banks” that they
were to take home and feed on a regular basis. This became a
somewhat painless way for folks to make a donation to the
Foundation and have a little fun doing it!
A delicious pork roast dinner was prepared by the Senior Steward
Brother Rob Tierney for a large crowd of adopting supporters who
were invited as guests of their little piggy. After dinner was finished
and folks were enjoying dessert we proceeded with the
entertainment of the evening which was the weighing little piglets
and awarding 1st, 2nd, 3rd, place ribbons. Hill-Billy who was
adopted by Brother David Crandall and his wife Cassandra,
weighed in at 5.54 lbs. taking the blue ribbon by .04 lbs. over CrispP-Bacon who was adopted by Brother Tim Cavanaugh and by .09
lbs. over Orville, who was adopted by Brother Russ Lorenson. A
great time was had by all in attendance and the fund-raising was
a great success.


Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
By: Brother, Jonathan Snowman, Master
On April 29th Roger Williams Lodge held its stated communication.
We received dispensation for the 5th Saturday of the month, as the
2nd Saturday was the New England Brotherhood night.

Franklin Temple Foundation
By: W∴Raymond Greer, P.M.
“Bring Home The Bacon - One Piggy Bank at a time”
On Thursday evening April 20th, the Westerly Masonic Foundation
hosted its “Bring Home The Bacon” pork roast dinner fundraising
event at the Masonic Temple located at 20 Elm Street in Westerly.

April 29th sure was a busy night! The evening started with the
reception of the Honorable Most Worshipful Grand Master, Clinton
L. Jones of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Rhode
Island. I had the honor and pleasure of meeting M∴W∴Jones on
the level and presenting him with the gavel of Roger Williams
Lodge. M∴W∴Jones addressed the lodge and presented the gavel
back to me for the work of the evening.
(continued on page 16)
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The work of the evening, which has now become a Roger Williams
tradition, was step-up Master Mason degree. We raised 5 brothers
to the sublime degree of Master Mason and I could not be prouder
of Senior Warden Joseph Kern and the rest of the officers for the
hard work and dedication to make this a phenomenal degree.
We had many visitors on the sidelines from around the jurisdiction;
St. Albans Lodge No. 6, Harmony Lodge No. 9, St. Pauls Lodge
No. 14, Redwood Lodge No. 35 and even the W∴ Joe Fox of
Moriah Lodge No. 15, in Brooklyn, CT. Many of these brothers took
an active role in the degree.
Charles O’Hara, Worshipful Master of St. Pauls’ Lodge No. 14,
received his final stamp in his Masonic passport, which took him
approximately 150 days to complete! W∴O’Hara, I commend you
on your dedication to traveling and the accomplishment on visiting
all the lodges in our jurisdiction in such a short period of time.

used was a kindergarten classroom. They had to set up the lodge
room and Ken would always bring his chair.
M∴W∴Ken as always shared some stories about the early days of
Lafayette Lodge. One of the privileges of being one of the
youngest lodges is that we still have some of our charter members
to tell us the oral history of Lafayette Lodge. Thanks M∴W∴Ken for
meeting with us and giving us some more of the history of
Lafayette Lodge.
Our May meeting program was originally scheduled to be a “star
party” to observe the stars with R∴W∴Rick Lynch and learn more
about astronomy. Because of cloudy skies and a rather late sunset
he gave a very interesting program about a new documentary he
is involved in. Also, on May 20th we had our monthly breakfast, but
the special treat that day was the Pawtucket Chapter Order of
DeMolay had a car wash. So you were able to get a wonderful
breakfast and your Car washed as well.
Our last meeting before we to recess for the summer will be a
presentation about Boy Scouts of America and Masonry by
W∴Trevor Humphrey of Friendship Lodge No. 7 and our Senior
Deacon, David Becker. It will surely be a good night. I have it on
good word that our last breakfast for the summer will be Saturday,
June 17th. You never know what special breakfast item will be
served. So please come out for great food and fellowship.


Collegivm Lvminosvm
By: W∴David Lavery, Cancellor/Master

Lastly, I invited R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, DGM to the East where he
brought the greetings of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, and
also took a few moments to address the brethren about his mother
lodge and Most Worshipful Jones.
This is not an evening I will soon forget, to say it was an eventful
evening is an understatement, and everyone in attendance would
likely agree, it was a special degree. We learned in the lecture for
the emblems attached to the degree of Master Mason “that in age,
as Master Masons, we may enjoy the happy reflection consequent
on a life well spent”. After this evening, I know I will enjoy the
happy reflection of a night well spent.


Lafayette Lodge No. 47
By: Brother, Roger Lyle, P.M.
On Monday, April 17th a small band of brothers decided to take our
rehearsal night on the road. It was decided that we wanted to visit
our brother and Past Grand Master M∴W∴Ken Jenks at Mt. Saint
Rita's nursing home. We also brought with us the "CHAIR". Now
that I have your attention, the "CHAIR" is the original chair that
M∴W∴Ken Jenks brought to the Arnold Mills Grange Hall before
we had our wonderful Lafayette Masonic Temple. M∴W∴Ken
would bring his chair to the meeting because the room that they

We held our Annual Communication on Tuesday, March 28, 2017
at the Grand Lodge Temple in East Providence. I had the honor
of being installed by the Most Worshipful Grand Master, Stephen
T. McGuire, who also installed all the officers of the lodge with the
assistance of his R∴W∴Elliott R. Greene, Grand Marshal. The
COLLEGIVM once again had the honor of receiving the Grand
Master and his distinguished suite as an official visitation to the
lodge. As such, the Grand Lodge officers took over their respective
seats in the lodge once the suite had been dutifully received. At
the completion of the installation Brother Ralph Boragine, the
Sentinel of Charity Lodge No. 23, presented some of the poetry of
Rob Morris, Past Grand Master of Kentucky, voted as a Poet
Laureate of Freemasonry in 1884, toward the end of his life. Rob
Morris is best known as one of the developers of the ritual for the
Order of the Eastern Star. Ralph’s brief history of Dr. Morris and
his excellent recitation of a few of his poems were both inspiring
and providing moments of contemplation in this celebratory event.
The Lodge also took care of some of the yearly business by
providing members with a new book chosen by the Academic
Committee. As part of its small “Encaenia”, the Lodge voted to
receive Brother Shai Afsai as a Fellow of the Society. Brother Shai
Afsai is a member of Redwood Lodge No. 35 and a charter
member of the COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM. His articles have
appeared in publications such as “Heredom: The Transactions of
the Scottish Rite Research Society”, “Philalethes: The Journal of
Masonic Research & Letters”, “The Journal of the Masonic
Society”, “The Journal of the American Revolution”, ”Rhode Island
History”, and “Anthropology Today”. The COLLEGIVM
LVMINOSVM is proud to vote Brother Shai a Fellow after his
exemplary paper and lively forum discussion on Religious
Accommodation in Freemasonry. This paper was revised as a
presentation for Jenks Lodge at their April Stated Communication
based upon subsequent discussions. Brother Shai will be
presenting another paper on Thomas Paine at the COLLEGIVM
(continued on page 17)
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in the Fall. The next meeting of the lodge will be graciously hosted
by Jenks Lodge on June 27th. This year the lodge is proud to be
presenting Dr. David Harrison, a Masonic scholar and Freemason
from the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland. His latest book on
the Lost Rituals of Freemasonry will be a key theme of his
presentation. Our lodge will also be hosting some informal events,
including salons and field trips, which we’ll be communicating
about online. For more information please contact me at
acanthusroot@gmail.com or find our lodge page by name on
Facebook.


A Fond Farewell!
By: M∴W∴Stephen T. McGuire, Jr. Past Grand Master
Hello Brethren,
Well, here’s the column you’ve all been
waiting for, my final one! No more
reading my words of wisdom
concerning
Freemasonry,
family,
friends, brotherhood, and life in
general. Though every M∴ W∴Brother
who has ever written this column has
alluded to it, I have to admit, “the years
have flown by”! I’ll try to keep this brief
but there are a few recent events I
want to acknowledge.
As I have mentioned in past columns, Maureen visited every lodge
but three during our travels through the districts in this Grand
Jurisdiction. She was able to accompany me to the annual
meetings of Mt. Moriah and St. Albans’ lodges earlier this year.
That left St. Paul’s Lodge as the only lodge she hadn’t attended.
R∴W∴Bob Ellston and W∴Charles O’Hara came to my rescue and
invited us to R∴W∴Bob’s visitation to St. Paul’s on May 2nd. We
were treated to a wonderful Italian meal, the unveiling of a beautiful
Masonic mural, and an outstanding program describing how
members of the East Bay community are working to help families
in need. We also viewed an old portrait of a Past Master
W∴William H. Cotton that had recently been restored to near-new
condition. Many thanks to the District Deputy for sharing his
visitation as well as the Master of St. Paul’s Lodge and all of the
Masters and brethren of the East Bay District. You helped us meet
an important goal.
R∴W∴Rick Lynch is probably carving my name into a bullet as I
type this because it is so late but it seemed important to include
the events of May 5th in this issue of the Freemason. On that date
the cornerstone for the Rhode Island Veterans’ Home was
symbolically laid by the Rhode Island Freemasons! The stone was
laid using the ample and ancient ritual used in such ceremonies as
the laying of the cornerstones for the United States Capital and the
Rhode Island State House. The operative implements used in this
ceremony were made by Gorham Manufacturing specifically for
the cornerstone ceremony at the State House in 1896. The
ceremony was attended by Governor Raimondo, all four of Rhode
Islands’ Congressional Representatives, the Federal Secretary of
Veterans’ Affairs and numerous state representatives. All of them
commented on the moving ceremony conducted by the
Freemasons. R∴W∴Rick Baccus, the Director of the Rhode Island
Veterans’ Home (and our newest District Deputy) worked
extremely hard organizing this very special event and we are
grateful to him for including us. Thank you, R∴W∴Rick!

I do want to make a brief mention of the fraternal visit paid to
Rhode Island by the immediate Past Grand Master of Israel,
M∴W∴Avi Baranes and his wonderful lady, Osnat. As you know,
St. Johns No. 1 Providence hosts the final visitation for a District
Deputy before he advances to the Grand South. M∴W∴Baranes
was the guest speaker at R∴W∴Gary Kaufman’s final visitation and
he did a wonderful job. The lodge meeting was incredible, 14 of
our 22 living Past Grand Masters were in attendance. During their
visit I also was able to join them for lunch and accompany them on
a tour of both our Grand Lodge and that of Massachusetts. They
are both wonderful people who kept repeating how much they
loved Rhode Island and the people (especially Masons) they met
during their stay. Thank you to R∴W∴Rick Lynch for arranging their
visit!
On Saturday, April 22nd, I was honored to have a testimonial dinner
held on my behalf. I’m not so sure I deserved this but I understand
it’s traditional to have one for a soon to be Past Grand Master and
I am truly grateful to my mother lodge, Mt. Vernon No. 4. I mean
that from the bottom of my heart. I know how much time, effort
and cost are involved in the events. The overwhelming number of
brothers and their ladies who took the time out of their busy lives
and actually spent money to be with Maureen and me that evening
is pretty close to the most humbling experience of my life. The
amount of time and effort spent by Bill Dawless and his very
capable committee to plan the event and be there to make sure
things went right will be remembered for the rest of my life. I can’t
express my appreciation for the thought that went into selecting
gifts that are so well treasured. Your presence would have been a
present enough! Having Maureen, my parents, two of my three
sons and one of my two daughters-in-law made the night all the
more special. Only time and miles kept my other daughter-in-law
and son from being there but I’m sure they were thinking of us just
as we were thinking of them. Finally, but by no means least, I
especially thank all the brothers of Mt. Vernon Lodge and their
ladies! Not only were there a tremendous number of you at the
testimonial but you have supported and inspired me this year
beyond what I could have hoped or asked for. I am proud to be a
member of Mt. Vernon Lodge and look forward to continuing to
meet each of you on the level.
In closing, I hope all of you understand what an honor and privilege
it has been to serve as the Grand Master of Rhode Island for the
past year. We have had so many wonderful times. It is my
sincerest wish that you all think I’ve done a good job. Whether you
do or not, I can honestly say I’ve tried and I have always had the
betterment of Freemasonry in mind through every decision I’ve
made. As said earlier, these years have flown by! To put it in
perspective, when M∴W∴Richard Sokoll announced me as his
appointment in November of 2007, my Golden Retriever (Maggie)
was 2 years old, she’d chase a tennis ball until your arm fell off
and if we were near the bay or a river – or a puddle for that matter
– she had to be sure to get wet. Now, she’s 11 ½, a half hour walk
is more than enough for her and she needs a boost to get into bed
or my car. That, to me is incredible! Thank you…..


A Masonic Lodge?
By: Brother, Ralph Boragine
The principal point of Masonic Lodge is three-fold, and comprises
the often missed activities of fellowship, mentoring, and education;
these are the tenants of a successful lodge. Always to regard our
lodges existence from the point to the edge of the circle. They are
thus explained.
(continued on page 19)
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Message for Our Junior Grand Warden
By: R∴W∴Gary S. Kaufman, Junior Grand Warden
Brethren,
This is my last submission to the RI Freemason as a District Deputy Grand Master. Mark and I have certainly enjoyed the experience.
Freemasonry is alive and strong in our State. The younger brothers are adding their views and insights as to how the fraternity will
continue to grow for another 300 years! Thank you, brethren for your support. If you read my article in the previous issue, I was more
detailed on my thank you, to all.
I was truly blessed to have my last visitation at St. Johns Lodge No. 1Providence. It was a tremendous night for me, Mark, and the
brethren of this fine jurisdiction. My friend and Grand Master, Avi Baranes of the State of Israel was invited to the United States to speak
at this special night. Thank you, R∴W∴Rick Lynch for your outstanding arrangements and tour guide expertise. Thank you to St. Johns
Lodge and especially the Master, W∴William DeLuca for sponsoring this evening as well as the overall visit of Most Worshipful Baranes,
and thank you to Grand Master McGuire for sponsoring the tasty luncheon.
M∴W∴Baranes’s visit included a tour of Touro Synagogue in Newport, a backroom tour of the URI Oceanographic Institute in
Narragansett, mansions in Newport, lunch at Castle Hill Inn, and a backroom/tunnel tour of Fort Adams. As a historian and marine
biologist, M∴W∴Baranes was most grateful for the special activities he enjoyed while staying in our state.
The evening was special for me as we had many brothers in attendance. Many who have followed me over the last five years. In
attendance also were our families and friends who are not Masons, as St. Johns hosted the program portion of the night in a semi-public
format. M∴W∴Baranes program was enlightening. He spoke on how Israel’s Grand Lodge was formed and the configuration of lodges
in Israel. He further spoke on his perspective and hope that Freemasonry can be the road to peace in the Middle East, “we need to
open up the fraternity even more to show that it is not a secret society and that everyone meets on the level” as M∴W∴Baranes stated.
In an interview for the media (available on YouTube), M∴W∴Baranes stated that if the Palestinians were to form a Grand Lodge, the
Grand Lodge of Israel would be the first Grand Lodge to recognize it. This is a bold statement given the status of the current relationship,
but supports his idea that peace can be found through Freemasonry.
In closing, thank you St. Johns Lodge for making this evening a very special night for me. I will remember this for many years to come.
Thank you, brethren for being at this event. I appreciate you making this night special as well. Lastly, as I move on to Grand Council,
Mark and I plan to continue to make fraternal visits to all the lodges in the State. Have a great summer brethren!
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From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue. Unfortunately, we did not
have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate, I have saved the material for
our next issue. As a reminder please submit your material for future issues before the
deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis. As the deadline approaches there
is less and less space available and your material may not be published if received on or
after the deadline date.
A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions;
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Deadline: May 1st
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Deadline: July 1st
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
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DECEMBER/JANUARY
Deadline: November 1st
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Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files
Please no PDF files, they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first serve
basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

Fraternally,
Brother, Richard Lynch
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Welcome to the Craft My Brothers
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St. Johns Commandery No.1
By: Sir Knight, Bryan Cooper

The Grand Lodge and all members of the Craft extend a
warm welcome to our new brothers who have been raised as
Master Masons
Kyle H. Pfantz,
Jeremy L. Wilmes
John P. Gauthier
Peter A. Healey
Kenneth S. Norman
Norman A. Thompson
Anthony D. Marshall
Robert A. Niebauer, Jr.
Sean P. Ludwig
Daniel W. Anderson
Michael J. Cluckey
Martin A. Lafferty
David B. Kreutter, Esq.
Michael J. Haws
Kevin J. Kelley
Fernando Nino, Jr.
Kennith W. Olsen
Michael D. St. Cyr
Howard Steere
Jason R. Thibodeau
Edgar F. Weidele, Jr.
Hector Calderon
James M. Capron
Peter A. Douglas
Sammy J. Farland
Alan L. Shippee
Ghisleen P. De LaRosa
Brandon W. Downes
Michael J. Gustafson
Joseph S. Jackson, III
Robert J. LaFitte
Vincent J. Sollitto
Adam S. Kujawski
Charles T. Wilson
Collin D. Hepler
James T. McLaughlin
Anthony J. Paolino
Nachum R. Renfrow
John G. Shaw, II
Timothy S. Cavanaugh
Ralph P. Boragine
Timothy S. Gallagher
Nicholas S. Regine
Thomas H. Skurka
Matthew D. Hunt
Donald L. Grace
Antonio R. Palma
Edward McBride
Aaron Pacheco
Ryan A. Sherry
Nathan E. Mulcahy
Richard S. Schofield
Jesse W. Thom
Michael A. Greco

St. John's Lodge No. 1
St. John's Lodge No. 1
St. Johns Lodge No. 1P
St. Johns Lodge No. 1P
St. Johns Lodge No. 1P
St. Johns Lodge No. 1P
Washington Lodge No. 3
Washington Lodge No. 3
Washington Lodge No. 3
Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4
Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4
Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4
St. Albans Lodge No. 6
Friendship Lodge No. 7
Friendship Lodge No. 7
Friendship Lodge No. 7
Friendship Lodge No. 7
Friendship Lodge No. 7
Friendship Lodge No. 7
Friendship Lodge No. 7
Friendship Lodge No. 7
Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
Harmony Lodge No. 9
Harmony Lodge No. 9
Harmony Lodge No. 9
Harmony Lodge No. 9
Harmony Lodge No. 9
Harmony Lodge No. 9
Morning Star Lodge No. 13
Morning Star Lodge No. 13
St. Paul's Lodge No. 14
St. Paul's Lodge No. 14
St. Paul's Lodge No. 14
St. Paul's Lodge No. 14
St. Paul's Lodge No. 14
Franklin Lodge No. 20
Charity Lodge No. 23
Ionic Lodge No. 28
Ionic Lodge No. 28
Ionic Lodge No. 28
Rising Sun Lodge No. 30
Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
Redwood Lodge No. 35
Redwood Lodge No. 35
Redwood Lodge No. 35
Overseas Lodge No. 40
Lafayette Lodge No. 47
Lafayette Lodge No. 47
Daylight Lodge No. 48

St. Johns Commandery brought in a world class expert to help them
with their tactics this past month. Brother Alex Rippa, (St Johns Lodge
No. 1P) the owner of the Rhode Island Fencing Academy and Club
(RIFAC), gave tutorial on sword development and swordsmanship. He
started with the Roman short sword, worked his way through the broad
sword, two handed sword, past the swords we carry in Commandery
and right on to the modern Olympic fencing weapons which are
electronically scored. At each step, he explained how the blade was
made and why each weapon changed from its predecessor.
Sometimes the change was cultural and sometimes because of
changing military tactics, also in response to developments in armor.
Brother Rippa demonstrated the changing techniques brought about
by each weapon on Sir Knight Bryan Cooper who never stood a
chance against this nationally known fencer and coach. Many of the
knights were surprised to learn that sword fights were not at all like in
the movies. First, we learned that the attacker was at a disadvantage.
Next, we learned that duel against a good swordsman had a total of
two or three strikes and it was over. If you came 15 seconds late to
watch the duel, you had missed it.
After the formal presentation
Brother Rippa's encyclopedic
knowledge
became
more
evident when he stayed and
allowed every knight to ask
questions and try the weapon
of their choice. "I see many of
the Sir Knights at other
meetings, and weeks later they
were still talking about the
meeting and asking for RIFAC
business cards. I guess that
means it was a successful
meeting." said Cooper.
Brother Rippa has been an
Olympic fencing commentator, appeared on educational TV, coached
Ivy League fencing teams and currently coaches National Champions
in a number of weapons at his club in East Providence. A truly
informative night for all the Sir Knights!

(continued from Page 17, A Masonic Lodge)

By the exercise of Fellowship we are taught to gather within ourselves
and thus within groups, to greet each other with admiration and
respect, to discuss the events of the day as they relate to our personal
lives and forever be free to confide in a brother and avail his attentive
ear to our questions and concerns, allow him to embrace them and
give us guidance in fraternal matters to steady and improve our
personal work and better aid, support and embrace our collective
lodge as well as our own.
To relieve the confused, to offer guidance and understanding of the
Craft and bring the relevance of our collective lodge to the apex of its
existence this is the task laid before the mentor. To bring clarity to the
operational endeavors of the lodge, as is through life, to clearly define
and convey management skills and responsibilities in its staffing; to
avail to all brothers the responsibilities of each, as well a clearly
understanding the cause and meanings of the work with the lodge in
meanings and purpose.
To educate lies at the foundational purpose of our Craft which enables
each of us to construct our edifice to its own glory. Thus, to open our
lodge is to raise the collective scepter of the hearts of our brothers to
the heavens highest reach from the valleys below, that we are upright
and clear in our intent, at all times. Thus we close our lodge to cowans
in hopes of preserving our precious private understandings of our Craft
to none to which we speak then we metaphorically signify our end of
day and put no work to rest.
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue
East Providence, RI 02914-4556
Telephone: 401-435-4650
Fax: 401-435-4423
Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org
rifreemason@rimasons.org
Web Site: www.rimasons.org
Grand Lodge Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM

Most Worshipful Grand Master Peter Iacobucci
Invites you and your family to attend the:

Grand Lodge Picnic
Sunday, July 30, 2017
Masonic/Shrine Youth Park
In the Buttonwoods section of Warwick, RI

10:00 AM until closing
Picnic BBQ Menu
Catered by: Charlie’s Clambake
Pulled BBQ Pork & BBQ Chicken
Quarter Pound Gold Dust Burgers
Veggie Burgers
Baked Beans & Potato Salad
Cole Slaw & Cornbread
Watermelon Wedges
Iced Tea & Lemonade

$15.00
Children’s Menu
Hot Dog, Chips, and Soda

$3.00 per child

BBQ to be served at approximately
1:30 PM

Tickets available
at Grand Lodge only.
Deadline is July 15th
Children’s Activities and
Inflatable Bouncy Ball!
Don’t forget the ball field, swimming pools,
horseshoes, beach and children’s
swing area!

