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Grand Master’s Message
wonderful sights and Philadelphia’s Reading Terminal! Do not
miss these if you’re ever in Philly for the holidays. As a special
treat, Maureen and I were given a personal tour of the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania. This is one of the 3 or 4 most beautiful
Grand Lodge buildings in the world and is simply breathtaking.
What made this tour so special is that the young brother who gave
us the tour used to give these tours professionally and he was a
ranking officer of DeMolay in Pennsylvania. His fiancé, who was
with us, is well esteemed in Pennsylvania Rainbow. They attended
the Supreme Session of Rainbow in Rhode Island last summer,
then attended a “Waterfire” in Providence, took a Gondola ride and
became engaged on that ride. What a great personal tour we had.

Brother Stephen T. McGuire
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Hello Brethren,
I am extremely proud to be serving as the Grand Master of Rhode
Island this year. There is no doubt Maureen would echo those
thoughts. That said, this has not been the kindest of years for us.
As I said in the last column, my son Jack was married to our new
daughter-in-law, Elizabeth on October 29th. We absolutely love
her. It was a wonderful event and a good number of our friends
and brothers shared it with us. Our family shared the highest of
high feelings with family and friends. Within a week our youngest
grandson Connor, was christened in St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
in East Greenwich. Again, the highest of highs and the whole
family was there to hug and congratulate each other. Then, on
November 19th, immediately after celebrating her granddaughter’s
first birthday, Maureen’s sister Corrine was suddenly called to
Heaven to sit beside God. He who we call the Supreme Architect
had called Corrine home. The high feelings and toasts were
instantly turned to gloom and tears. I’m typing this through tears
but if I didn’t I wouldn’t be the Grand Master I’m trying to be. Our
entire family who celebrated, toasted, and smiled together,
immediately grieved and cried together. It would be impossible for
me to be more proud of my sons, my nieces, my nephews, my wife
and sister-in-law, my brother-in-law and especially Corrine’s
husband and sons than I am. God Bless you Corrine, we love you!
Our second Grand Master’s visitation was to St. Johns Lodge No.
1 Providence on November 16th. Again, we had a great time. The
speaker was M∴W∴Michael A. Halleran, an attorney, historian,
and Past Grand Master of Kansas. He has written “The Better
Angels of Our Nature, Freemasonry in the American Civil War”. I
am presently in the midst of reading this and it is extremely well
written and interesting. I’m thrilled to have a signed copy!
Maureen and I continue to have a good time wherever we go.
Rhode Island is a small grand jurisdiction but we meet with
brothers from everywhere who enjoy spending time with us. I
suppose that’s because Maureen is so outgoing and I’m so
reserved. Despite our tragedies, we have had a tremendous
amount of fun over the last couple of months. In early December
we had a wonderful trip. We spent a Tuesday and Wednesday in
Philadelphia for the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania and Friday and
Saturday for the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia.
We really had a ball. Maureen and I flew to Philly on Tuesday
morning and enjoyed dinner with our counterparts then I attended
the Grand Lodge Wednesday afternoon. With friends from
Delaware and New York, we then took a nice stroll and saw the
lights and Christmas Carol displays at Macy’s and all the

On Thursday, Maureen and I rented a car to drive to Washington
(eventually). First, we visited the Liberty Bell and Independence
Hall, that in itself was awesome. Then we drove to Annapolis, MD
because our son Jack’s birthday was on Friday. We took him and
Elizabeth to dinner, visited the open streets of Annapolis and spent
Thursday night with them. On Friday, we drove to D. C. After a
somewhat casual celebration on Friday evening we awoke to take
busses to Arlington National Cemetery on Saturday morning. On
Friday night, our Grand Secretary, R∴W∴Carl Willi, PGM and Lady
Cristine had joined us in DC and they accompanied us to Arlington.
At 11:00 AM on Saturday morning, the Grand Lodge of
Washington, DC laid a Masonic Wreath on the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier. In 30-plus years as a Mason, this was the most
impressive and solemn event I have ever witnessed. It sent shivers
up and down one’s spine just to witness it.
On December 26th and 27th we were the guests of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts at their Annual Communication. As most
of you know, the Grand Master of Massachusetts serves a 3-year
term. This was the year a new Grand Master was installed and he
was very well received. We need to continue to help our Masonic
neighbors throughout New England thrive and grow. We let
everyone know what great neighbors the Grand Lodge of Rhode
Island brings to the table.
Our Grand Lodge Town meeting on December 3rd was attended
by over 100 brothers. We had some wonderful conversations and
enjoyed great camaraderie. We had presentations by our Public
Relations Committee, the Grand Lecturer’s Office, the Director of
Masonic Education and our new Social Media Committee to name
a few. Many excellent questions were asked, some of which had
readily available answers and some of which require further
(continued on page 5)
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St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
Hosts Joint Meeting with
Ezekiel Bates Lodge - Attleboro, MA


St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
By: Brother, William DeLuca, Master
During the summer of 2016, shortly after being installed as the
Worshipful Master of St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence, I was
approached by R∴W∴Richard Lynch with an interesting idea. He
suggested that since our Lodge and Ezekiel Bates Lodge of
Attleboro, MA had the same meeting night that we hold a meeting
at each other’s lodge during alternate years. The purpose of the
joint meeting location was to allow brethren from each state to
observe the different ritual forms and promote fellowship between
the lodges and the brethren. Dispensations were obtained from
each state’s Grand Lodge for a December meeting to be held at
St. Johns Lodge No.1 Providence in Cranston, Rhode Island.
On the evening of the meeting well over one hundred brethren
from both lodges were in attendance. St. Johns opened its meeting
in due form and conducted its business portion of the meeting.
During the meeting our District Deputy Grand Master for the Metro
District, R∴W∴Gary S. Kaufman entered the lodge with a large
suite of Rhode Island and Massachusetts brethren. Included in his
suite was District Deputy Grand Master of the 16th Masonic District
in Massachusetts, R∴W∴Christopher J. Lindsay. R∴W∴Kaufman
was escorted to the East and introduced R∴W∴Lindsay and those
accompanying him for the evening. We continued with the work of
the evening until a loud knock was heard at the door and in came
the Grand Master for the State of Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations, M∴W∴Stephen T. McGuire, announced by his Grand
Marshall, R∴W∴Elliott R. Greene. The Grand Master was received
in the East and accorded Grand Honors befitting his office. After a
few remarks by the Grand Master, St. John’s Lodge closed its
meeting in due form.
During refreshment, while the brethren were at dinner the lodge
room was reset. It was in a much different form than I had seen
before. I had never seen a Massachusetts lodge set up or an
opening and closing of a Massachusetts lodge. Upon returning
from dinner, W∴Keith Goblin opened Ezekiel Bates Lodge in long
form. The opening in the Entered Apprentice degree involved the
officers of the line stating what their positions were and their
associated duties. After a short business meeting, a knock at the
door was heard and the District Deputy Grand Master of the 16th
Masonic District in Massachusetts, R∴W∴Christopher J. Lindsay
was announced. He was escorted into the lodge by a group of Past
Masters along with our Grand Master and our District Deputy
Grand Master R∴W∴Gary S. Kaufman. Introductions and remarks
were made by each along with a basket of Massachusetts
delicacies presented by Ezekiel-Bates Lodge to St. Johns Lodge
and me as Master.
While watching the opening and closing I was surprised to see the
Marshal go from his seat in the South, across the East, between
the Worshipful Master and the Altar. It seems that he is the only
one allowed to cross as all other movements and escorts followed
the usual circular movement around the altar. The meeting
continued and the lodge was closed.
After the meeting, all joined in collation and spent the remainder of
the night enjoying the brotherhood between our two lodges. We
are all looking forward to next year when we get the opportunity to
do it again. Next time, at Ezekiel Bates Lodge in Attleboro,
Massachusetts. I for one can’t wait!
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Ezekiel Bates Lodge - Attleboro, MA
By: Brother, Bryan Simmons, Junior Warden
Last June in a discussion with members of Ezekiel Bates Lodge,
one of the Brothers asked how we completed the Rhode Island
Passport program if St. Johns Lodge No.1 Providence meets on
the same night as we do. We explained that we went to one of the
special Saturday 3rd Degrees as a large group and were promptly
recruited to be Fellowcrafts. After my story one of our members
said, so the only way to get the stamp is to wait for a third degree?
This got us thinking, why not try and start a tradition like the
Council Triangle meet and do a joint meeting.
Knowing R∴W∴Rick Lynch well, we reached out to him and the
brothers of St. Johns Lodge and they were receptive to the idea.
Obviously both lodges would need to get dispensations to perform
work in another’s jurisdiction, which was gladly approved by both
Grand Lodges.
So, on December 21st the members of Ezekiel Bates Lodge loaded
up their Masonic furniture and made the trip during rush hour to
Cranston, RI. With the amazing technology of “apps” like Waze we
could bypass much of the traffic and make it in time.
St. John's Lodge opened first and received their District Deputy
Grand Master, Right Worshipful Gary S. Kaufman and held their
business meeting. As the lodge was about to close, Most
Worshipful Grand Master Stephen T. McGuire made his entrance.
This allowed Rhode Island to present “Grand Honors” to the office
of the Grand Master which is also different from Massachusetts.
Several other lodges were represented from the 16th District of
Massachusetts and many of them had not seen Rhode Island ritual
and were very impressed, which in turn led to some excellent
conversations during dinner, which was fantastic.
Having seen Rhode Island ritual several times we knew there
would be adjustments for our meeting. Most notably in
Massachusetts we must circumnavigate the altar which caused a
few moans when our Rhode Island Brethren saw us doing it.
Obviously in Rhode Island brethren never cross the altar and
essentially walk in a U shape, which walking counter clockwise is
considered Masonic “J-Walking” in Massachusetts.
Receiving our District Deputy Grand Master also forced a slight
adjustment, mostly because we do not have a lodge with the tiled
door in the North. With our ritual different we had to keep the suite
a certain size or we would have been forced to make a lap to get
everyone in the room.
Another notable difference is in Massachusetts the highestranking officer wears a top hat (or Tri-Corner hat for the Grand
Master of Massachusetts). When the District Deputy crosses the
threshold, the Master will take his top hat off. In Rhode Island that
is not the case.
Following dinner Ezekiel Bates Lodge opened in our long form on
the first degree. Then received our District Deputy
R∴W∴Christopher J. Lindsay. We presented a friendship basket to
Worshipful William DeLuca full of Massachusetts delicacies such
as Cape Cod chips, Marshmallow Fluff, and Fig Newtons.
W∴DeLuca was again brought to the East when he claimed the
Ezekiel Bates Travelling Gavel. Upon closing the meeting, we all
enjoyed an excellent collation which went well into the evening.
There were several other differences, however many are not
meant for print. There are plans to hold a joint meeting again next
year, this time at Ezekiel Bates Lodge in Attleboro.
(continued on page 5)
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Grand Master’s Testimonial Dinner
In Honor of Brother

Stephen T. McGuire
Our 161st Grand Master
of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society
of Free & Accepted Masons for the State of
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
Please Join Us for

Saturday, April 22, 2017
Quonset O-Club
200 Lt. James Brown Road, North Kingstown, RI 02852

Hosted by Mount Vernon Lodge No. 4 F. & A.M.
Social Hour Begins at 6:00 PM, Dinner at 7:00 PM

New England
Brotherhood Night
Saturday, April 8, 2017
Sponsored in 2017 by the
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
Program by the
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire

(Entertainment during Social Hour and after Dinner)
Reservation must be made by April 10, 2017

All Masons Welcome….

Please contact Brother Bill Dawless at:
401-258-0704 or Alchemguy@aol.com

Social Hour: 4:30 – 5:30 PM
Dinner: 5:30 – 7:00 PM
Presentation: 7:00 PM

Or Visit our secure online marketplace to make your reservation instantly:
www.GMTestimonial.com

$30.00
To be held at the Grand Lodge of RI
222 Taunton Ave. East Providence, RI

Reservation Deadline is April 10th
Reservations are required no later than
March 31, 2017

$35.00 per person
Please return reservation form with payment to:
Ronald W. Slocum, Secretary
65 Maple Drive Harrisville, RI 02830
Make Check Payable to: Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4
Name:__________________________

________Stuffed Chicken

Email:__________________________

________Prime Rib

Telephone:______________________

________Vegetarian

Lodge:__________________________

________Amount Enclosed

Reservations may be made online at the
Grand Lodge web site:
rimasons.org
Or in person at the Grand Lodge offices.
All checks must be received by the deadline.
Please make checks payable to:
The Grand Lodge of Rhode Island

Come join brothers and Grand Lodge
officers from throughout New England for
an evening of brotherhood and
entertainment.

____________________________________________________________________
(continued from Page 2, Grand Master’s message)

Brother Hart Massey's tractor.

research. We have promised to answer
all questions before this Masonic year is
over so we will obviously be having
another town meeting. I personally think
these meetings are good for the Craft in
Rhode Island but it’s up to you brothers
to tell future Grand Masters whether or
not you think they’re worthwhile.

Greeting members in the entrance hall
was Brothers; Cliff Arquette of Charley
Weaver fame and Brother Ed Wynn. In
the boardroom, a group of Senior
DeMolays were gathered including
Brothers; Walter Disney, Chet Huntley,
Wendell Corey, Van Johnson, Robert
Cummings, John Steinbeck, Fred
McMurray and John Cameron Swayze.

By the time you read this my term as
Grand Master will have less than four
months remaining. Whether you think
I’ve done a good job or not, I’ve truly tried
to serve to the best of my ability. I swear
I have never made a decision based on
what I wanted, but always on what I
believed to be right. There really haven’t
been many problems this year. With a
few exceptions, most decisions and
actions have been pretty easy. I hope I
can again say that the first of June!

Sincerely and fraternally,
Steve T. McGuire
Grand Master
(continued from Page 3, Joint Lodge Meeting)

While so many things are different
between our jurisdictions (and yes our
brothers are still talking about them), we
are all Brothers. It showed that night,
many friendships were made, or
reinforced. We must remember our
fraternity is based on traveling, leaving
your lodge, and visiting others. I cherish
the friendships I have made the past few
years whether it is in Massachusetts,
Rhode Island or beyond.

Cover Images for this article were submitted by
Brother Joseph Reviele, Ezekiel-Bates Lodge.

Installation of the
Celestial Lodge
By: Brother, George Perry
Submitted by: Mark D.Thompson
Ill.Grand Master, R.I. Grand Council

Over the centuries many well-known men
have been members of our Masonic
Fraternity. For a few moments, please
allow your imaginations to run wild and
consider what may take place at the
Installation of the Celestial Lodge,
otherwise known as the Grand Lodge
Above.
Even though it was late fall, there was a
warm breeze blowing and the sun was
setting behind the lodge hall. Gathered in
the parking lot filled with their works were
Brothers; Henry Ford, Ransom Olds,
Walter Chrysler, John Willys and Andre
Citroen. The only vehicle missing was

King Gillette, razor in hand, passed the
lodge caretaker who was having a minor
problem with his vacuum cleaner, which
was quickly cleared up with the help of its
inventor, Brother Frank Hoover, while at
the other end of the hallway Brothers
Emmett Kelly, Clyde Beatty, and all
seven of the Ringling Brothers were
discussing the Shrine Circus.
Taking a quick look into the Banquet Hall,
Brothers John Molson, Frederick Pabst
and Joseph Schlitz were busy rolling in
some kegs of beer for Brothers Sam
Bronfman, late President of Seagrams
Distillers, who was setting up the bar for
the Festive Board to follow the
Ceremony. Brother Colonel Harland
Sanders was cooking up a storm in the
kitchen and it was an easy guess as to
what the evening meal would consist of.
The orchestra members for the dance to
follow the Banquet were tuning.
Members of this all-star group included
leader; W.C. Hardy, Irving Berlin, George
M. Cohan, Cyril Stapleton, and Al Jolson.
Tonight's performance would be MC’d by
Brothers Arthur Godfrey and Danny
Thomas.
Magical Brothers, Harry Houdini and
Harry Blackstone were setting up their
props while Brothers W.C. Fields, Oliver
Hardy, Bud Abbott, Harpo Marx, and
Foster Brooks were fine tuning their
comedy routines for tonight's show which
was being produced by Brothers; Cecil B.
DeMille, Flo Ziegfeld, Louis B. Mayer,
Hall Wallis and D.W. Griffiths.
A number of sports celebrities were
gathering together, including Brothers;
Abe Saperstein, creator of the Harlem
Globetrotters, who was explaining his
version of the game to Brother; James
Naismith, the inventor of the game. They
were joined by base-ballers; Brothers;
Charles Ebbetts, Ty Cobb, Branch
Rickey and Cy Young, the first pitcher to
be inducted into the Baseball Hall of
Fame.
A little further along the hall was an array
of Masons dressed in knee breeches,
lace cuffs and powdered wigs, others in
tuxedos, including Bros Kit Carson,
Davey Crockett and Buffalo Bill Cody,
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clad in their familiar buckskins, Chiefs;
Crazy Bull, Tecumseh and Joseph Brant
in their native attire. Most colorful are the
military uniforms of Lord Nelson, Lord
Cornwallis, Captain James Cook, the
Duke of Wellington and John Paul Jones.
I was gazing in awe at these members of
Celestial Lodge, when the Grand Master,
M∴W∴Brother Harry Truman, appeared
from the preparation room accompanied
by Brothers; John Jacob Astor, Luther
Burbank, J.C. Penney, Adlai Stevenson
and Jennings Bryan.
Brother John Diefenbaker had just
signed the Tyler's register with one of
Brother John Shaeffer's pens. He was
accompanied by Brothers Robert Borden
and R.B. Bennett, fellow Canadian Prime
Ministers, and by Brother Joe Smallwood
of Newfoundland.
At this time, the Tyler, Brother J. Edgar
Hoover informed the brethren that the
meeting was about to come to order.
On entering the lodge room the brethren
were greeted by the Inner Guard, Brother
Paul Revere. Seated already were polar
explorers; Robert F. Scott of England and
Brother Richard E. Bird of the United
States, together with Matthew G. Perky
and Canada's Henry Larsen. Brother
Charles Lindbergh could be seen in deep
conversation with Brothers; Hap Arnold,
Gus Grissom, Eddie Rickenbaker, and
Charles Kingsford-Smith.
From the Junior Warden's station came a
burst of laughter. Brother Will Rogers had
brought broad smiles to the faces of the
royal personages gathered around him,
including; George 1, Frederick the Great,
Gustav V. of Sweden and George VI. To
the right of the Junior Warden's chair,
architect Sir Christopher Wren was
joined by Statue of Liberty sculptor,
Frederic Bartholdi.
Brothers; Norman Vincent Peale and
Peter Marshall, who would assume the
Chaplain's duties this evening, were in
conversation with the DuPonts; Peter
and Victor, and the Rothschilds; James
and Nathan.
Gathered around the Secretary's desk,
Brother Rudyard Kipling was discussing
the evening's proceedings with Brother
Robert Burns, who was to give one of the
Charges assisted by Brother Mark Twain.
Also, taking part were Brothers; Conan
Doyle, Walter Scott, Samuel Johnson,
Alexander Pope, and Robert Service.
The Grand Organist, Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart, was discussing last minute
changes with Brothers Gilbert and
Sullivan.
(continued on page 15)
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York Rite Grand Chapter
State of the Chapters?
By: M.E. Russell J. Lorenson
Grand High Priest
What is the state of the Chapters? I ask this as a question,
because I want you to answer, I challenge you to answer,
individually and or as a Chapter if you prefer, this answer can be
verbally in a Chapter meeting or in the anteroom, or maybe right
here in the RI Freemason! Our declining numbers need to be
thought about, talked about, our numbers are falling, why has the
Chapter changed or perhaps we have not changed? The numbers
say we are down in membership 19% over the last 4 years; 2013
we started the year with 632 companions, we are ending 2016 with
512 . What happens if this continues? Do the degrees and lessons
of the Chapter get lost – get folded into another Masonic body –
maybe or maybe not!

Grand Master’s Town Hall Meeting
By: R∴W∴Kenneth Poyton, J.G.W.
On December 3rd, at the suggestion of
our Most Worshipful Grand Master
nearly 75 brothers representing 19
lodges attended the 1st (that I can remember) Town Hall Meeting. Before I
get into some comments about the
meeting, on behalf of our Grand Master,
I want to thank the brothers from Roger
Williams Lodge No. 32 for hosting the
event and the brethren for taking time
out of their Saturday morning to attend.

The usual reason for declining membership is that the companions
are passing away, sad but a fact of life, and unavoidable. Our
declining numbers, because of death of our companions, has been
the greatest loss of membership holds true up until recently. The
last few years this is no longer the case, our biggest factor in losing
membership is NPD’s - yes NPD’s! The loss by numbers works
out almost to a 3 to 1 ratio of NPD’s to deaths, not the case just a
few years ago, or in Blue Lodges. The rate of this ratio of NPD’s to
deaths in the Chapter is also increasing, last year it was 2.5 to 1,
this year almost 3 to 1. So I take this to mean that our brothers
are joining and start coming to meetings but they are not staying.
Why is this? I am supposing in these numbers that this increase in
NPD’s is not because of a financial hardship, or the result of
moving out of the state, this of course may be a factor, but I feel it
is not a great one.
How do we keep our Companions? I have observed that many
times when a brother or companion is receiving an award or
recognition for their work, that one of their first acts is to thank
someone that helped them fit in and be a part of the Chapter or
Lodge when they first joined, someone that was their mentor. A
mentor that took them to other meetings and encouraged their
participation, that got them working within and attending meetings,
that got them involved and stood by them, or simply was a friend
and a brother. We need to get back to mentoring, this makes a
Chapter a new home for someone just coming in. When we join
Masonry we are looking for something, that something is different
for each individual, but that something is bigger than us the
individual. When we get new companions in to Chapter, or even
before they take the last 3 degrees of the Chapter, get them
involved, invite them to another Chapter that may be doing the
degree they just received, so they can see and learn from it, driving
home the lessons. When at a meeting night, if you have
candidates or visitors that are not yet companions, once the
business that must be done in the Royal Arch is complete (there is
in reality, very little business that needs to be completed in Royal
Arch), open a lower degree so they can join you. Opening and
closing a meeting just to do 5 minutes of business, approve last
month’s minutes, pay bills, etc. is a waste of the side lines time,
have something meaningful in the meeting, a short program
something that gets them to think to ask a question, something that
they can take home with them. Welcome those candidates and
visitors and companions into your Chapters. Welcome them in,
greet them and give them a reason to come back.
I ask a series of questions above, overall what is the state of the
Chapters? I again ask you to answer these questions; for if you
do not come up with answers to this trend - then who will?

Send Feedback to: RIFreemason@rimasons.org

The purpose of the meeting was to give the brethren from this
Grand Jurisdiction an opportunity to discuss issues they felt were
important to the Craft and to our Grand Jurisdiction in an informal
setting. R∴W∴John Anderson presented some thoughts from the
Public Relations Committee and W∴Michael Southern presented
some thoughts from the Committee on Social Media. Many great
questions and comments were made which I assure you, were
heard by your Grand Lodge Officers.

Ideas flow two ways from the bottom up and from the top down. I
was reminded by a brother that the idea of a Big Mac did not come
from an executive at McDonald’s headquarters but from the owner
of a McDonalds franchise, and we all know how that turned out.
Keep them coming!
No date has been established but the Grand Master is planning on
having another Town Hall Meeting in the spring that will give us
another opportunity to discuss issues of importance to you.


___________________________________________________________________________________

Rhode Island Shriners
By: Ill. Domenic J. DiStefano, Potentate
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Grand Chapter of Rhode Island
Order of the Eastern Star
A Historic Event
By: Brother, Frank Allen

Greetings,
The Shrine Year has just started and we are off and running. We
will be giving a presentation about the Shrine at Morning Star
Lodge on Thursday, February 2nd. Please come and find out about
the outrageous fun of the Shriners Fraternity while supporting the
world’s greatest philanthropy, the Shriners Hospital’s for Children.
Our Super Bowl Party will take place on Sunday, February 5th.
Tickets are $30.00 per person which includes a buffet meal, a
square, and fraternal fun. Hope you will join us. It all starts at 4:00
PM on Super Bowl Sunday.
Sunday, February 12th is Shriners Night at the Providence Bruins.
Game time is 3:05 PM. This is a promotional and a fraternal event.
Tickets will be available at the Shrine every Wednesday night.
Speaking of tickets. How many times would you like to have
supported a Masonic event but it would be a last-minute decision
to your attendance or you did not know where to purchase tickets
before the event? We, at the Rhode Island Shrine would like to
help with this problem. We are offering a ticket exchange to any
Masonic group on Wednesday evenings starting at 6:00 PM. If
your Masonic group has tickets to sell, we will sell them for your
group. We are fortunate to be in the “Center of the Masonic
Universe” with every Wednesday having some form of Masonic
activity at Scottish Rite. Please use it to your group’s advantage.
We are happy to have increased activity in the building on
Wednesday to build upon .
Flashback to the not so distant past. The Shrine Get-AwayWeekend will take place Friday, February 17th and 18th at the Cape
Point Hotel in West Yarmouth, MA. Room rates are $100.00 per
night and includes hospitality. All are welcome. This is done with
fond memories of the Artisan and Overseas Lodge Get-AwayWeekend. This is not to be missed. Fraternal Fun will be rampant.
Please join us.

On November 25, 2016, Rainbow of Promise Chapter was
constituted and inaugurated by the Grand Chapter of RI, OES, by
Worthy Grand Matron, Mary Jannarelli and Associate Grand
Patron, Richard J. Therian, PGP, both charter members of this
new chapter. The ceremony took place at Manchester Hall, where
the Chapter is presently meeting. Joining in the celebration was
the Deputy of the Most Worthy Grand Matron to Italy, Brother
Clifford A. Brightman, Past Grand Patron of Massachusetts and
General Grand Chapter Ambassador to the Philippines and Luzon.
Sister Cynthia Rogers, Past Grand Matron of New Hampshire.
Also, in attendance was Peggy Scott, Associate Grand Matron of
New Hampshire. As part of the ceremony the Worthy Matron
received the brand-new Charter of the Chapter.
It was an historical occasion, since this ceremony is the first such
ceremony in Rhode Island since Lime Rock Chapter No. 26 in
Lincoln was constituted on November 2, 1950, 66 years ago.
The inception of this chapter began years ago, when Marianne H.
Salisbury, Past Grand Matron, heard about a new chapter in
California that wanted to change the way meetings were
conducted, to spur new interest in joining the Order. She enlisted
the help of several other members and researched this new
chapter and thought it would be a good thing for Rhode Island.
They held their first planning meeting in November of 2011. They
obviously met with some resistance, but persevered and in
October of 2014, they were granted a dispensation to meet and
continue their plans to organize this new chapter. On October 8,
2016, at the Annual Session of the Grand Chapter of Rhode Island,
it was voted to issue a charter to “Rainbow of Promise” Chapter,
Order of the Eastern Star, thus fulfilling the dreams of those
dedicated members of the Order to have a new chapter in this
jurisdiction.

Tuesday, February 28th Rhode Island Shriners will be hosting a
Fat Tuesday Party beginning at 6:00 PM. Mardi Gras themed
events and food a plenty! A little friendly competition as well?
Celebrate like the rest of the world does in high style.
Shriners famous St Patrick’s Day Feast will take place on Friday,
March 17th. This event will sell out. Please reserve early:
401- 467-7102
Our adult only Easter Egg Hunt will take place Friday, April 7th and
April 14th. We have added a second Friday this year. We sold out
in a day and a half last year. This event is evidence of the
outrageous fun the Shriners Fraternity thrives on. Reserve early.
Must be 21 years and older to participate.
We as Shriners, are Masons first. Membership drives all of our
organizations. Our “3 or more campaign” is designed to make our
membership committee self-funding. Never forgetting our Masonic
foundation, please consider donating a $1:00 per person when “3
or more” get together at Shrine. Thank you for your consideration
towards our membership efforts.


Following the ceremony, a dinner was held in the dining hall and
then we returned to the Chapter Room for their first Installation of
officers, which was also conducted by the Worthy Grand Matron
and her suite of installing officers. During her remarks, the Worthy
Grand Matron stated that it was an honor to be able to preside at
such an historical event in the history of our Grand Chapter. She
then presented two Grand Representative Commissions. First to
Sister, Jennifer Ellis, to the Jurisdiction of Montana and second to
Brother, Frank Allen Jr., Past Grand Patron, to Bolivia. This is also
historical, as his Commission is the first one issued by this
(continued on page 8)

Page 8

February/March 2017

____________________________________________________________________

(continued from Page 7, Eastern Star)

Jurisdiction to Bolivia as Bolivia is a recently established Grand
Chapter operating under our General Grand Chapter. Following
the Installation, we returned to the dining hall for refreshments and
fellowship.
There were many members of the Order present for this historical
evening including visitors from other Jurisdictions, as well as nonmembers of the Order.
The Order of Eastern Star is the largest Fraternal Organization to
which both men and women may be members. A Masonic
affiliation is required for membership and information is available
on our website www.gcrioes.org, or by contacting our Grand
Secretary, Mrs. Kathryn Newman at knewman58@cox.net. We
support both Masonic Youth organizations in the state, and
support various charities and offer numerous scholarships. We
have a specific scholarship for religious education as well as
religious music education and general education scholarships.
Information for these are also available on our website.


Report from the Masonic Districts
METRO DISTRICT

RWGary S. Kaufman, DDGM
Brethren,
As the Freemason is scheduled for delivery a month later than the
actual writing of articles, it is difficult to write about things that have
not happened yet. That is why I look back a little so I can tell
everyone about certain events that happened previous to this
writing. First, I must say that the Veteran’s Day celebration at the
Veteran’s Cemetery was the best I have attended. We had so
many brothers and family members. What a great honor to our
veterans who have gone to the celestial lodge above. It is also a
tribute to the veterans who are here as well. Later that day, I had
the pleasure to install W∴Dale Euga and his Officers of Overseas
Lodge for 2017. I was especially happy to welcome back W∴Fred
Diel to his lodge for the ceremony. The installation was well
attended and the banquet that evening was very tasty.
Congratulations to the Officers of Overseas Lodge.
I was not able to attend the Town Hall Meeting held by the Grand
Master. I heard that it was a success and there were some really
good questions and answers. Brethren, the Grand Master is
interested in having a second Town Hall Meeting and I urge you to
attend. This is your opportunity to express your opinions and have
your questions answered about Rhode Island Freemasonry. I will
let you know when the next one is scheduled.
One of the highlights of December was the joint meeting of St.
Johns No. 1 Providence and Ezekiel Bates Lodge of Attleboro,
Massachusetts. The lodges met at Scottish Rite on November 21,
2016. The idea originated between the lodges because they meet
on the same night and cannot visit each other. St. John’s opened
before dinner. They received me and did their regular business.
Worshipful Master DeLuca and the officers did a great job and the
Massachusetts Masons in attendance got a good taste of our
ritual. After dinner Ezekiel Bates Lodge opened and received their
District Deputy and conducted business. Rhode Island Masons
present saw some of the Massachusetts ritual presented by
Worshipful Keith Gobin and his officers. Next year the meeting of
the lodges will be at Ezekiel Bates Lodge. I spent some time
speaking with my counterpart, R∴W∴Chris Lindsay. There are
many things we share in common. However, our line is progressive
and theirs is not.
On January 1, 2017, the Metro District was in attendance at Roger
Wheeler State Beach for the Polar Plunge for Special Olympics.

The plunge is a “chilling” experience which I did NOT do. But I did
sponsor a swimmer. This event, along with a chili cook-off that
took place in December, was the Metro District Charity Event for
this year.
A Little Education……
The Grand Hailing Sign Is back! For the new members, you
probably do not know what we are talking about. But in the late
1990’s after some discussion, the Grand Master of the time
eliminated the Sign during the closing. Supposedly, it was because
the Sign was not specified in the code book. Since then, many
brothers, who were used to doing the Sign at the closing, have
been caught doing it, or at least the very beginning of the Sign. So
now, we do not have to worry. The Sign is back in. I for one am
very happy to have it back. I now won’t look funny at the closing
of a lodge in due form.


EAST BAY DISTRICT

RW Robert B. Ellston, DDGM
Winter Greetings from the East Bay,
Brethren, here we are in the “dead of winter” and yet things are
really moving in the East Bay. The various Lodges are hard at work
“making Masons” and fostering positive interaction within their
respective communities, all this while continuing to hold interesting
and informative Lodge meetings. A common theme among these
lodges is that all have respective lines of officers with less than six
weeks “in service”, with the exception of Washington No. 3 which
has almost four months. Keith and I have put a “wrap” on the last
of the East Bay District lodge annuals during the final week of
January. Every one of these lodges is trying very hard to improve
the “face of Freemasonry” within the district by their individual and
collective efforts. Keep up the good work my Brothers.
February and March look to be a busy time with a number of
visitations scheduled to occur. Our Most Worshipful Grand Master,
Stephen T. McGuire will be having his Official Visitation to his
“Mother Lodge”, Mt. Vernon No. 4 on February 2nd. He will then
travel for his Official Visitation to the Central District and
Manchester Lodge No.12 on March 10th and a short four days
later, he’ll be at Franklin Lodge No. 20 on the evening of the 14th.
The Collegivm Lvminosvm will host a special official Grand
Master’s Visitation on March 28th.
Here in the East Bay, the District Deputy visitations will be first at
St. Andrews Lodge No. 39 on February 9th and then at St. Alban’s
Lodge No. 6 on March 8th. The visitation to St. Alban’s will also be
the Officer Forum within the District. I’m sure that if you take the
time to check your “Blue Book” or go on-line to the Grand Lodge
web site, that you’ll find the other districts are just as busy with
their respective visitations and regular meeting schedules.
Remember Brethren, if you want to have Brothers come to your
lodge and visit, you also need to travel to theirs. It’s a great
opportunity to build personal and fraternal bonds of friendship.
Speaking of personal and fraternal bonds of friendship, on
November 19, 2016, it was my privilege and pleasure along with
several young DeMolays, brother Masons and the Most Worshipful
Grand Master, Brother Steven T. McGuire to make an appearance
at the Mt. St. Rita Health Centre in Cumberland to present Senior
DeMolay and Most Worshipful Past Grand Master, Kenneth Jenks
with his award for over 75 years of affiliation with the DeMolay
Fraternity. M∴W∴Jenks was Grand Master in 1976 and as it
happened, Worshipful Brother Willard Crossley, also a resident of
the Health Centre, was able to join us for the ceremony.
Worshipful Crossley was Master of Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8 during
1976. Mt. Moriah Lodge was the original sponsor in the 1960’s of
(continued on page 9)
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therein lies the lesson. It’s not that you have used a tool incorrectly
but it’s that you try again, ever straining for that perfect
measurement. Is our ashler ever perfect? I would say no. We
could work on the stone with our square all of our lives and it would
never be perfect. It can only be the best we can make it through
the pursuit of perfection.”
Brethren, I thank these two Masters for their reflection and insight
and leave you with these thoughts for you to dwell upon. Am I as
a man and a Mason doing all I can to properly use the tools which
have been placed at my disposal? Am I inspiring, encouraging
and motivating myself and those around me to pursue perfection
and create a greater good for mankind?
May the Supreme Architect bless and keep you and yours.
Remember those less fortunate and do as you are able to comfort
and relieve their distresses.


NORTHERN DISTRICT

RW Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM
Fraternal Thoughts, “Brotherhood”
The Urban dictionary defines “Brotherhood” as a friendship unlike
any other built out of respect, will always have each-others back.
A fraternal definition explains it this way, “The bonding of men of
various backgrounds, beliefs, places and eras in a singular set of
life-directing commitments.

L-R:

W∴Rowan Gottschalk current Master;
W∴Willard Crossley, Master 1976;
Robert Ellston, DDGM – East Bay District

Wilbur Scott Chapter, Order of DeMolay of which I was a charter
member and Past Master Councilor. It has been my good fortune
to have known both of these friends and brothers for over 50 years.
Each in his own way has been a mentor, guide and advisor to me
as I have traveled my pathway thru life.
Over the Holidays, another friend and brother, “everybody’s
Chaplain”, R∴W∴Brother Al Cameron, the Associate Grand
Chaplain for the East Bay District spent some time in the hospital
with a bout of pneumonia. Please, keep Brother Al in your prayers
as he continues his recovery.
My Brothers, as a District Deputy I receive communications from a
number of lodges every month. There are always messages from
the Master and the Secretary, many of these tell of what has
happened during the past month or what is planned for the current
month at the lodge. Sometimes the messages contain thoughtprovoking, motivating and inspiring comments. If you will indulge
me, I would like to convey excerpts from two messages that I
recently received. The first comes from W∴Jim Haldeman, the
Master of Hope Lodge No. 25, in it he speaks of the events of
human genius which benefit all of humanity. “The purpose in all
our lives is to make things happen for the good -- to inspire, to
encourage, to create, to motivate -- to do things for the greater
good of mankind. As Masons, we do so by dedicating our lives to
make ourselves better, to demonstrate goodness among all
others, and to display our ability to provide our usefulness to our
community.” The Master of Washington Lodge No. 3, W∴Steve
Curria also gave me reason to stop and ponder when he, in his
message, proceeded to write, “finally at the ending of this year I
take a look inward. Just a few short weeks ago, I stood and
presented the Working Tools of a Master Mason to our newest
Master Masons. This small part of ritual really got me thinking,
have I been using the tools as well as I should? I would like to say
yes, but I know I have failed along the line and for me at least,

Whatever emphasis you place upon it, it appears to be a different
concept for everyone. It is something that one must experience to
fully grasp its meaning. As I moved along my fraternal journey it
has become easier for me to define, it is not that vague concept
that is spoken of as an Entered Apprentice.
It is that fraternal definition that allows all of us to share a
brotherhood with men of past, present and future. It allows all of
us to be a brother with someone who I may disagree with
politically, religiously or otherwise. It is not solely based upon
friendships or personalities but based upon that shared
commitment to each other and the degree to which the commit
was made and maintained.
A brotherhood can be strong, similar to the trade and labor unions
we read about, or weak when we let our personal feelings or
ambitions block our progress. A brother is a good brother if he
follows the path that has been laid out and helps others to follow it
as well. The Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man are
foundational teachings of Freemasonry.
The brotherhood we have vowed to uphold has to be maintained
constantly. If you choose to stop adhering to the commitments you
have made, then you fall out of the brotherhood and is it not one
of the basic reasons, the core value, why you choose to be a part
of our fraternity. Have we allowed the vices of man to alter our
beliefs and how we conduct ourselves within our fraternity? Do
you carry a grudge brought on by another or harbor ill will handed
down from another? Or do you take the high road and judge others
fairly based upon your own experiences. That, my brothers is a
question only you can answer and that answer lies deep within us.
Brotherhood is not necessarily a friendship, albeit, it can create
friendships. A brotherhood is more a revered privilege. I’m willing
to bet that most all of us have a lot of friends but fewer fraternal
brothers. A brotherhood is unique and it should be treated that
way. We take oaths and obligations that are binding and of course
you learned by now that on–one is going to cut your throat or bury
you in the rough sands of the sea. It is a connection born on the
day we spoke those words that made us fraternity men together.
In my travels, I have seen lodges demonstrate brotherhood in
many ways. From making Thanksgiving dinners to delivering
(continued on page 10)
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presents to the needy and most recently assist a deceased
brother’s family. And though the actions taken were not directly
made to a brother, it was the act of kindness to a brother. It is fair
to say that brotherhood comes in many forms.
Which leads me to the reason why I wrote of this topic. It is
because of all of you who through your concern for me made a
personal effort to inquire about my family member who had taken
ill recently. Many of my brothers came to me asking if everything
was okay or if there was something they could do. Many kept
prayers for a speedy recovery. And this is my way of reaching out
to all of you, to thank you for being a brother with all your kind
thoughts and words.
Finally, my brothers, why is brotherhood difficult to define, because
as I said earlier it’s different to each of us, it is a moving target and
if done correctly, it is extraordinary. And as long as we stay true to
those oaths and assist each other stay true as well, brothers are
what we’ll remain until our days are over.
On behalf of Brad and I, we hope you had a great New Year and
remember to focus on the journey, not the destination. Joy is found
not in finishing the task but in doing it, especially with a brother. 

CENTRAL DISTRICT

RWDouglas J. Grant, DDGM
Brethren all,
Greetings once again from the Central District. The hustle and
bustle of the holiday season is now a thing of the past and we are
now dealing with the rigors of the winter season while we do our
good work in Masonry. The lodges of the Central District are doing
well with active work being done on candidates. I am sure, that all
of the lodges are looking forward to the coming spring weather and
the many great things that come with the better weather.
Winter is the time when we take advantage of the indoors and work
our candidates through the different degrees. I have visited all the
lodges in the Central District that have done degree work and I am
very pleased to be able to compliment all of them on their
performance. I am a strong believer that lodges that perform great
work when initiating, passing, and raising candidates, will reap the
benefits of their labor by not only retaining the new Masons but
giving them an example to aspire to in their Masonic journey. It is
very important that every candidate understand what they are
going through when they are given their degrees. If the work is
shoddy, they will believe that it is acceptable to cut corners or not
put their best effort in. If the work is good, they will likely give their
best effort when it comes their turn to participate.
Such was the way of our ancient brethren when they were building
the great monuments and cathedrals of their times. The masters
or overseers of the work, were responsible for the workers and the
efforts that they gave to the completion of the buildings. In our
modern times, things have not changed. The Masters, are still
responsible for overseeing the work. While the workers are
responsible for building the solid moral and spiritual foundations of
our brothers, so that they will go forth into the complex world we
live in and build stronger foundations in our communities for our
families to live and grow in. Are we accomplishing that task? I
believe we are.
For those that know me, you will often hear the same response
when asking me how I am doing. I will mostly likely say that I
“Couldn’t be better”. The reason for the response is that I believe
that I couldn’t be better at that time and place and if I could, I would
make it that way. I have this same outlook on most things. If I could

make it better, I would. This is the same attitude that I try to project
to my brothers in our Craft. While I believe that there is always
room for improvement, we should access our efforts at the time
and place that we are now and be able to say with confidence that
“we couldn’t be better”.
In sum, it is our individual responsibility to be the best we can be
for God, our family, our brothers in the Craft, our neighbors, and
ourselves. It is our individual efforts towards achieving this neverending goal that makes us different than most of society.
Therefore, put your best effort into doing good work for your
candidates, and help your brothers achieve their goals. It will be
inevitable that our society will benefit from our efforts and you will
be able to say with confidence that your lodge does good work
because you, as an individual contributor to our beliefs, “Couldn’t
be better”!
May the blessings of God rest upon us and all regular Masons.
May brotherly love prevail and every moral and social virtue
cement us.


SOUTHERN DISTRICT

RW André H. Faria, Jr. DDGM
By the time you read this, 2016 is a fading memory and we are
well into the New Year! Brandt have been busy covering several
college bowl games for ESPN as well as some well-known
National parades and was not able to join me for every visit.
Nevertheless, the brothers of the District are so very kind and
always asked for him and I certainly had such an enjoyable time
traveling to the lodges during the holiday season and beyond.
Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4 put on a festive gathering for their Holiday
Party. As usual, W∴Eric Majewski oversaw a well-coordinated
event that he and his officers put together. Everyone from the
children to the ladies and guests felt the holiday spirit. What a treat
to have our Most Worshipful Grand Master, Stephen T. McGuire
and his Lady Maureen in attendance, in fact the First Lady of our
Jurisdiction put together very lovely gifts for all the ladies. The food
was fantastic and I was informed that the mint water served by
Brothers; Andrew, Zach, and Tom refreshed thirsty palates! Now
that deserves a round of applause! The singing of carols also put
us instantly in the mood!
Charity Lodge, No. 23 had a wonderful night of Masonic poetry
reading, thoughtfully read by one of its newest Master Masons.
Many thanks to Brother Ralph for his thoughtful prose, it was
enjoyed by all. During the December meeting we had a special
treat, R∴W∴Charles L. Niles, Past Grand Marshal, celebrated his
92nd birthday! In a wonderful gesture, he personally gave a hand
crafted PGM Jewel that he crafted with his own hands to Charity’s
own R∴W∴John “Jack” Anderson, PGM. Thank you, Brother Niles
for filling in as GMC that night as well. As is the case with all of
the lodges in this District, Charity Lodge is in great hands under
the direction of its Worshipful Master, Randy Joslin who also never
disappoints with his great meals, which is often a team effort as
well. They have a full plate of events planned for 2017 and we will
be there as often as we are able.
Hope Lodge, No. 25 continues to impress with such a great
presence in the community. We had the opportunity to hear about
it firsthand from Mr. Joe Dziobek, the Executive Director of
Welcome House of South County in Wakefield. Under the direction
of its Worshipful Master James Haldeman, the lodge provides this
transitional program for the homeless with much needed goods
and supplies. In fact, the lodge has been sponsoring its support
(continued on page 11)
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for individuals in the community who run into hard times and is
considering an even more active involvement with this wonderful
program. What an example for all of us, to put into action those
moral duties we so often talk about. Hope Lodge incarnates many
of our fraternity’s teachings by becoming living stones in our
community. In this regard, it was also an honor to be present as
W∴Louis Clark, current Secretary of the Lodge, was honored as
one of Hope’s “living stones” for his many years of service to Hope.
He too spoke eloquently about his time as a Freemason and is a
wonderful example of the quality of men that Masonry produces in
our Jurisdiction.
Franklin Lodge, No. 20 had its Annual Meeting in mid-January.
What a great event! Many congratulations to outgoing Worshipful
Master Eric Ross for a fantastic year of facilitating the many
programs that the lodge sponsored and held. Certainly, one of the
highlights was the featuring of the lodge in a RI PBS “Our Town”
segment in Westerly. Both W∴Ross and Brother Brett Marggraff
did a tremendous job representing Freemasonry in Rhode Island
assisted so thoroughly by R∴W∴Jack Anderson of the Grand
Lodge Public Relations Committee. As new Worshipful Master
Ralph Brunson assumes the East, he has indicated that Franklin
Lodge has many exciting programs in store for 2017. I look forward
to being with you for some of these events as well.
We are well into 2017 and Brandt and I are looking forward to
being with you as we have several visitations to go. These are
always such wonderful events for us as we get to meet many of
the wonderful men who make up our Grand Jurisdiction. Starting
a new year reminds us all of the passage of time. In fact, we barely
perceive its movement, seconds become minutes which become
hours that turn into days and months, well you get the picture. For
many the time that has already passed is filled with such cherished
memories of good times while for some, the pain of loss is still felt,
sometimes for years. What is important to always remember is that
we cannot go back to the past and change what has happened.
For weal or for woe it is behind us and we must accept that what
happened is now history, we can no longer live there. The only
“time” that we can truly live is in this present moment. We can
certainly plan for the future and we all know that this is an essential
duty, but we cannot live there yet. Knowing this, we can make
every moment count. As humans, we have an affinity for labeling
everything, especially when it comes to “time.” Forget the labels.
Let go of a grudge, it is doing you no good! The weight of a past
event may be preventing you from fully experiencing life and
enjoying the gift of humanity that we have been given. Each one
of us was loved into existence by the Great Architect of the
Universe, imagine that, we existed in the thought of the Divine
before we made an appearance on this planet. So, Live now! It
has been my experience that speaking a kind word or performing
a small gesture of charity always is rewarded tenfold. It’s not that
difficult, it’s only in the present moment that you can experience
the Presence of the Divine. Don’t wait for Valentine’s Day to show
your love for others, and don’t just drink green beer on St. Patrick’s
Day! May this chronological year that we call “2017” be filled with
blessings for each of you and your loved ones. Don’t miss a
moment, live every one of them!


NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
By: Brother, Timothy L. Culhane, P.M.
St. Johns No. 1 Providence hopes you had a safe and happy
holiday season. The late Autumn and early Winter were busy at
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St. Johns and now the second half of winter is upon us. In
November, we hosted the Grand Master for his visitation to the
Metro District. The communication was extremely well attended.
After dinner, RWGary Kaufman our DDGM entered the lodge
accompanied by a large suite, followed by Grand Master
MWStephen T. McGuire, who was accompanied by another
large suite. The room was quite full for the featured speaker,
MWMichael A. Halleran, Past Grand Master of Kansas, who
spoke on Freemasonry during the American Civil War. It was a
great evening and was well received and enjoyed by all who
attended.
Our regular communication in December was another special
affair. St. Johns was proud to host Ezekiel Bates Lodge A.F.& A.M.
from Attleboro, MA. Both lodges meet on the third Wednesday of
the month, so it was decided to have a joint meeting. St. Johns
opened, conducted business, was joined by RWGary Kaufman
and MWStephen T. McGuire, and closed. Following dinner,
Ezekiel Bates Lodge opened, conducted their business and
closed. They were accompanied by RWChris Lindsay DDGM
of the 16th Masonic District in Massachusetts. It was a wonderful
opportunity for both lodges to see how each other’s meetings are
conducted. This was all followed by a collation and brotherhood.
It was a night to remember.
Other happenings included our Annual Christmas Food Basket
event. This took place on Saturday, December 17th at 6:30 AM.
There were many participants, and we filled and distributed food
baskets to families in need in our communities. Once again,
thanks to Brothers Ed McDonald and Thom Kumes for organizing
the event. Also, thanks to Walter Kelley and his kitchen staff, all
the brothers from the other lodges, friends and family who helped
with this annual event.
So what is up and coming? For our regular communication on
February 15, 2017, we will have a program, which at the time of
this writing, is still to be confirmed. Lodge will open at 6:00 PM in
February. Please consult the February trestle board for more
information. For our March 15th communication we will be
conferring the first and second sections of the Master Mason
degree on all available candidates. Lodge will open at 5:30 that
evening. We will be presenting the third section during a special
communication on Saturday, March 18th at 9:00 AM.
Please join us for our communications which are held on the third
Wednesday of the month at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center in
Cranston, RI. Any brother who would like to join us for dinner is
welcome. If you would like to break bread with us, please contact
Bob Gervais at 401-861-1757 no later than the Sunday before the
scheduled communication, and tell him who you are, where you
are from and that you would like to join us! Dinners are $10 and
the menu is published in each month’s trestle board. We hope that
you can join us at St. Johns No. 1 Providence.


Washington Lodge No. 3
By: Brother, Stephen Curria, Master
We supported our hometown by participating in their Warren
Holiday Festival. We gave tours on Friday and Saturday,
November 25th and 26th. On Friday, we participated in their
parade. On Saturday, we also sponsored a Flu Shot Clinic. There
were over 100 people that visited us. It is by this active community
presence and partnership that Washington Lodge No. 3 will
become the powerhouse of the community that it once was.
(continued on page 12)
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At Washington Lodge’s December meeting, we were pleased to
receive our Right Worshipful District Deputy Grand Master, Robert
Ellston and his Grand Master of Ceremonies, Worshipful Keith
Moan. They were accompanied by a very large suite of visiting
officers from the East Bay District, his mother lodge members from
Mt. Moriah No. 8 and other distinguished brothers. They were
received in kind by a large committee of Past Masters from
Washington No. 3, led by our Senior Past Master, WRobert
Sinclair. We were proud to show off our newly cleaned and
restored murals in the east and west. The program of the evening
touched on a part of what will be a grander lecture in April. I spoke
on the process of Egyptian mummification and how it correlates to
the murals on the wall in the Temple. I was overwhelmed by the
ovation I received as well as the compliments on a fine program.
This gave me even more drive to deliver my Magnum Opus (Great
Work) at the April 2017 stated meeting, where we will receive the
Most Worshipful Grand Master, and his suite for his official
visitation to the East Bay District.
For those that were present at my lecture on Egyptian
mummification know that I am a bit of an Ancient Egypt buff. There
is a tradition in Ancient Egypt that dovetails with Masonic lessons.
In Ancient Egypt, the work on a Pharaoh’s tomb/temple began
immediately after his ascension to the Throne. This work
continued his whole life, ever building and ever expanding, until
the day the Pharaoh dies. Is it not so with Freemasons? We
construct our “house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens”
all our lives and only set down our tools when we are called to our
Celestial Lodge. The work of a Freemason is similar to the tomb
builders of Egypt, we must never cease work on our own personal
temples until the day we get called home.
We held a special communication in December, where we raised
three new Master Masons. I stood and presented the Working
Tools of a Master Mason to our newest Master Masons. This small
part of ritual really got me to thinking, have I been using the tools
as well as I should? I would like to say yes, but I know I have failed
along the line and for me at least, therein lies the lesson. It’s not
that you have used a tool incorrectly but it’s that you try again, ever
straining for that perfect measurement. Is our Ashlar ever perfect?
I would say no. We could work on the stone with our square, all of
our lives and it would never be perfect. It can only be the best we
can make it through the pursuit of perfection.
At our Christmas Party, we enjoyed a festive time! The Yankee
Swap proved as much fun as it was exciting and the food was
delicious! There is some debate as to who received the best gift
from the swap and those that were there, know my opinion.


Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
By: Brother, Roger Lepire, P.M.
I always seem to be of two minds when writing for our lodge. One
mind is always in the present, the other in the past. Why should
today be any different.
I just went to our “wetting of the hat”. Anyone who has read these
articles in the past knows that the cost of the first meeting for any
new Master at our lodge, is on the Master. He pays for the meal
and all that comes after it. The “hat” is passed around and the
Master can only hope he’ll recoup some of the money he’s spent.
Our new Master, Rowan Gottschalk did an excellent job as usual.
There was a large number of Mt. Moriah members on the sideline,
as well as many guests. The evening was perfect, as was our
guest speaker Matthew “Doc” Perry. This is the second
presentation I’ve seen given by Doc and both were impressive.

Whether in or out of uniform you can’t help knowing Doc is a
Marine. He does the Corp proud.
I knew that the lodge had gone through our records and found that,
at 23 years old Rowan is the youngest Master Mt. Moriah ever had.
I found out tonight that the lodge checked with Grand Lodge and it
turned out that Rowan is the youngest Worshipful Master to ever
hold that position in the state. There may be more on this later.
Speaking to Rowan also made me realize I am now of three minds.
The present, the past, and now the future. The present almost
always fits right into the past. I’ve often written about our longstanding traditions of the “wetting of the hat”, and our annual
clambake. But that night made me realize we have a number of
other long standing traditions. As I was eating cake after the
meeting I saw our poinsettias sitting there. These are the plants
that our members deliver to our “Special Ladies” every Christmas.
Those are the widows of our fallen members. This has also gone
on for as long as our members can remember. I then noticed a list
on the board of the children and grandchildren of our members
going to our annual children’s Christmas Party being held the next
morning. I recall bringing my grandchildren here for several years
when they were young. It made me wonder how long we had been
doing these parties. So, I turned to my advisor on all things past,
Jim Robinson.
Jim recalls taking his two children to a Kids Christmas Party at
Lime Rock Baptist Church on Wilber Road when he first became
a member. Over time the church moved to Great Road, and Jim
continued taking his children. While our parties were held at Lime
Rock Baptist Church. I attended my first party with my two granddaughters. The next year the parties were moved to our lodge.
I attended several more parties until my grandchildren got too old.
Jim however was attending with his grandchildren while I attended
with mine, and continued to do so over the years. This year Jim
and Barbara attended with their children, grandchildren, and 6
great-grandchildren. I take my hat off to you Jim and Barbara,
that’s a whole lot of parties attended, and many happy memories
over three generation of children being entertained by Shrine
Clowns, puppeteers, magicians and mad scientists. Oh, and lest I
forget a jolly portly guy in a red suit and a white beard bringing gifts
to the little tykes.
I would be remiss if I didn’t mention that the Order of the Eastern
Star, our women’s organization took part in our Christmas parties
for the entire time they shared the lodge with us. They shared in
the cost and the work of putting these parties on. I know how much
they did the two years that I was Master. I also know they were
equal partners all those years. They have been sorely missed by
our lodge.
Now I started by adding not only the past and the present but also
the future. Looking to the next six years, you can’t really go further
than that, I see our Master Rowan having a fabulous year. Alan
Ahlstrom has shown he is more than ready to take over next year.
That leaves Tony Rodrigues, Matthew Cerullo, and Ryan McNillis.
All of them have proven themselves in the past several years. I
look forward to many great years for our little country lodge.
Now how could I possibly write about the past, present and future
without mentioning Al Larriviere. He is the only active line member
that encompasses the past. He has been in that position for 16
years, the present “he is still in that position”, and the future, who
can picture anyone else tilling our lodge with a drawn sword in his
hand? And, so I leave you with these words, see you next issue.
The Good Lord Willing!


________________________________________________________________

Harmony Lodge No. 9
By: Brother, Michael A. Cunningham, Master
Harmony Lodge finished 2016 with a flurry of activity and is also
looking forward to what 2017 has to offer. After a successful officer
installation and banquet in early December, Harmony held its first
monthly communication of the new Masonic year. We were thrilled
to be able to present a monetary donation and three boxes of toys
to the US Marines for their Toys for Tots program. Past and
present military members of Harmony Lodge assisted the
Worshipful Master in presenting a check to Sargent Jed Hall, as
shown in the picture below. Many thanks to members of Harmony
Lodge for their generosity in supporting this important community
program this year.
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Winter season. In addition, by the time of this publication, we will
have started our degree work to begin initiating the class of 2017.
Given that the degrees will be given on weekends this year, it is
hoped that more Harmony Lodge members will plan to attend
and/or participate in this important lodge activity. We are also
looking forward to the next RI Freemason issue, where Harmony
Lodge will be able to provide reports on our annual game dinner,
as well as the service medal ceremony we have planned for our
March monthly communication.
Harmony Lodge is well on its way to having another busy year, and
members and friends are again encouraged to be active
participants in the many events planned over the next several
months. At the installation of officers meeting in December, a letter
of intent was provided to our District Deputy Grand Master,
R∴W∴Douglas Grant, describing Harmony’s plans to fulfill the
activity requirements for the Grand Master’s award, and we are
already making great progress in this regard. Please plan to
continue supporting your Lodge as you are able.


Morning Star Lodge No. 13
By: Brother, Gerry Phaneuf, Master

On behalf of the lodge, at the December meeting W ∴Michael Cunningham and
Harmony Veterans presented US Marine Sargent Jed Hall a check for $500
and boxes of toys and games for Toys for Tots.

Harmony had a busy December schedule of activities with an
impressive number of Lodge members and family participating.
We visited close to 25 Special Ladies and infirm brothers during
our Christmas home visits, and then held our annual children’s
Christmas party later that day. Harmony was happy to host 50
children (and more than 125 people overall) for lunch, games and
a special visit from Santa Claus himself. A special thank you to
Brother Rob Lindberg for organizing such a successful event.
Harmony Lodge held its Christmas Ladies luncheon on December
17th, where we were entertained with classic Christmas hymns and
carols performed by the West Bay Chorale. Despite the inclement
weather, it was a very enjoyable afternoon for the approximately
60 attendees, and a great opportunity to thank our lodge ladies for
their support of our fraternal activities. The lodge was also very
happy to announce that a custom-made Harmony Lodge Lady’s
broach was being designed for the ladies who attended the
luncheon.
On December 20th, Harmony kicked off its 2016-2017 Travel Club
with a fraternal visit to Bristol Lodge in North Attleboro, MA. After
attending their monthly communication, several Harmony
members enjoyed dinner with the extended Masonic family of
Bristol Lodge and also enjoyed an entertaining program that
included a stand-up comedian. Harmony is looking forward to
welcoming Bristol Lodge to Harmony for our February
communication, and trying to return the hospitality we very much
enjoyed in Massachusetts.
Looking forward, Harmony Lodge will again hold its adult get-away
weekend, this time in Groton, CT, from February 17-19, 2017. This
social weekend away is always a great way to break up a long

As we start a new Masonic year at Morning Star Lodge, we hope
to build on the wonderful job done in 2016 by W∴George Hodgson.
We will start the year off by conferring the Entered Apprentice
degree on our February 2nd meeting. This meeting should be an
eventful one as we will be having a short presentation on the
Shriners organization by the Potentate W. Dominic DiStefano after
which we will confer the Entered Apprentice Degree. The March
2nd meeting is currently in the works and should be a very
entertaining program. We will also be having the Sword of Bunker
Hill degree team at our April 6th meeting and invite any brother who
would like to participate to come and join us. We intend to make
2017 the year that we fix the interior of our old lodge building and
invite you to stop in and see our progress. Hope to see many
brethren during the year.


St. Paul’s Lodge No. 14
By: Brother, David Lavery, P.M.
St. Paul's Lodge held its Annual Communication at the temple in
Middletown on January 25th to elect officers for the ensuing
year. Congratulations go out to Brother Charles E. O'hara, IV as
our new Master and thanks to R∴W∴Robert B. Ellston and
W∴Keith Moan for installing the officers. The Lodge is in its
bicentennial year from the original dispensation and will be
celebrating the bicentennial of receiving their Charter from Grand
Lodge, all of 2017. A committee has been working on revitalization
of the lodge's items and planning for new additions to the lodge
furniture. There will be a public BBQ to celebrate the lodge at the
temple and a gala dinner hosted at a nearby restaurant, later on in
the year.
A new heraldic seal is being developed to incorporate the date of
the bicentennial. New coinage and pins are to be minted to
commemorate the bicentennial as well. Separate charitable
events are in the works with our lodge, with a goal of providing a
large donation to Lucy's Hearth, the local shelter for homeless
women and children. St. Paul's Lodge is also taking this
opportunity to make some much needed repairs and upgrades to
the temple. We will provide more information on upcoming events
for the summer and plan a culminating event in October to
celebrate the original charter date. Please join us during the year
to help celebrate!
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Franklin Lodge No. 20
By: Brother, Brett Marggraff
December was a good month for Franklin Lodge, especially when
it came to “Bringing Light”. At the December Communication we
raised Brother Timothy Cavanaugh to the sublime degree of
Master Masson. On December 8th, Rhode Island PBS aired “Our
Town”, a series on the towns of Rhode Island. This season
featured Westerly and included a story on Franklin Lodge.
Worshipful Master Eric Ross and Senior Deacon Brett Marggraff
were present at the station the night the show premiered and were
on the set answering phones from donors. W∴Ross was also
interviewed and answered questions regarding Franklin Lodge as
well as Masonry as a whole. They were dressed in tux & jewels,
making them ever more noticeable.


time going into the water on New Year’s Day. I will be joined by
around 20 of my Masonic brothers, but also my sister and 2 of her
children visiting from NJ. While we will all be ‘freezing’ we are
doing it for a reason! We are raising money for the RI Special
Olympics. At the time of the Plunge, the RI Freemasons were the
5th highest grossing team out of 21 teams with almost $3900
raised!

Jenks Lodge No. 24
By: Brother, David J. Sousa
As the New Year is upon us, Jenks Lodge welcomes in its new
officers and new Worshipful Master, Stephan Saraidarian. This is
going to be an exciting and busy year for Jenks Lodge and one we
hope to share with many of our fellow brothers and lodges.
To start things off, at our stated meeting in February we will be
conferring the Entered Apprentice degree on a new group of
candidates. All officers have been working very hard to put on a
great degree. Please come and show your support for our new
officers and new brothers. The date for February’s stated meeting
has been moved to February 20th due to the fact that we will be
having our annual Cigar Night on February 27th which would be
our normal meeting night. This event has been a tradition of Jenks
Lodge for a few years now and is always a great time of fun and
fellowship not to be missed.
March continues the excitement with Jenks 150th Anniversary on
March 25th. This will be a gala celebration at the Historic Slater
Mill in Pawtucket. Our evening will start with cocktails in the
museum area, where historical actors will discuss Pawtucket and
the connection to the Jenks family. We will then head upstairs
where you will enjoy a gourmet dinner of beef fillet or fish.
Presentations will be given by Jenks officers followed by dancing.
Tickets for the 150th Anniversary are currently on sale and are $75
per person, which includes a gift bag as well as a commemorative
coin (which is also your ticket for the event). This will be an historic
and very special event, something you do not want to miss. We
have a limited number of tickets available, so if you are interested
contact us quickly as we expect to sell out. Any inquiries or ticket
reservations for the Annual (or any of our lodge events) can be
sent to jenkslodge@gmail.com.
March 27th is our regular stated meeting, which will include our
District Deputy visitation. These are always interesting and
educational meetings and we hope many brethren can join us this
night. Dinner is at 6:00 PM followed by opening of Lodge at 7:00
PM.
Reservations
for
dinner
can
be
made
at:
jenkslodge@gmail.com


Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
By: WJonathan Snowman, Master

Personally, I rather enjoyed 2016. I was elected the Worshipful
Master of a great lodge. I’ve done some traveling in and out of the
Jurisdiction of RI. But most of all, I strengthened my bond to the
fraternity and enjoyed the fellowship of my brothers.
I am writing this only a few hours before the annual New Year’s
Day “Penguin Plunge” at Wheeler Beach. I will be meeting up with
many brothers from around this great state of ours. This is my first

Roger Williams also raises money for the RI Special Olympics
every year with our Annual Game Dinner, this year on Saturday,
March 25th. The combination of this Game Dinner and Penguin
Plunge over the past 4 years has raised over $10,000 for the RI
Special Olympics. Tickets for the Game Dinner are priced at $40
per adult and $25 per child. This is an event that is open to the
public. If you are interested, please reach out to any of the Roger
Williams Lodge officers for information.

And have a safe, happy and healthy 2017!

Lafayette Lodge No. 47
By: Brother, Robert Lyle, P.M.
Our Worshipful Master Steve Acello shared this message in our
January trestle board and I believe it is very timely this time of year.
"My Brothers, let us enter the New Year with a renewed sense of
hope and passion for our Craft and our families. Remember those
who can't get out or feel trapped in their home, job, or life situation.
Reach out to each other, for these are the qualities that bring us
together within the lodge and also cement us outside of it. Live
those most excellent tenants of our Craft; friendship, morality, and
brotherly love. I think what you do for others will help you shake off
the winter doldrums and bring you happiness. Let the Masonic
Light shine from each of you as a beacon to others that our light
cannot be dimmed!"
Even though we are in the midst of winter here in the north
Lafayette Lodge continues to trudge through the winter months.
We were busy during the month of December with our annual
celebration of Saints John Night. It was a night of fellowship, great
food and of course and an excellent program on “Stain Glass
Windows” by W∴Bryan Cooper. Thanks to R∴W∴Robert Palazzo
for hosting this event for us. We also brought in 3 new brothers
into the Craft as well as a courtesy degree on a brother from Hope
Lodge.
(continued on page 15)
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(continued from Page 14, Lafayette Lodge )

At our January meeting we had a wonderful program on Masonic
Jewelry. During the month, we also met most Mondays to practice
our ritual as we prepare to confer the Fellow Craft degree in
February. Our breakfast on the 3rd Saturday of each month
continues to be a success. Brother Matt Ludwig always has a
theme behind each breakfast so please come join us for a fine
breakfast at a very reasonable price of $8.00 for all you can eat.

Steak Fry
Fund Raiser

February will continue to find the brethren at Lafayette busy with
the conferral of the Fellow Craft Degree on February 16th. On
Saturday, February 18th is our monthly Breakfast, and our Second
Annual Lafayette Beer and Dynamite dinner is on February 25th.

The Above and Beyond
The Call of Duty
Award Ceremony

These activities do keep us busy but we always have a great time
when the brothers gather together at Lafayette Lodge. My brother
if you have not been in lodge in a while please reach out to the
Master, or one of the Wardens, we do miss you and we are not
complete as a lodge without you being with us. Until the next time,
God Bless


To be held at the Club Frontenac,
1143 Main Street - West Warwick, RI

Collegivm Lvminosvm

May 5, 2017
Presentation of the:

By: Brother, Rick Lynch, Cancellor/Master

“The Above and Beyond the Call of Duty Award”

Are you looking for more light in Freemasonry? Then Rhode
Island’s Lodge of Research is for you. At every meeting, we have
an enlightening program on Freemasonry or a closely related
subject. All Master Masons are welcome to join us.

Proceeds from the Fund raiser will be used towards the
RI CHIP Program and Scottish Rite Learning Center.

In November, we met at Morning Star Lodge No. 13 in Woonsocket
at the invitation of W∴George Hodgson and his officers. We had
an excellent presentation by Brother Matthew J. McMahon of
Bristol Lodge in North Attleboro, MA. His presentation was titled:
“Fraternal Societies in America”. Matt explained how class may
have played a role in their development. He discussed the growth
of fraternities in the American collegiate system with comparisons
to various bodies in Freemasonry and how Freemasonry impacted
them. A lively discussion took place after the presentation among
the 34 brothers present.
I encourage all to attend our future meetings and see what the
Collegivm is all about. Our next meeting which will be our annual
will take place at Franklin Lodge No. 20 in Westerly on March 28th.
If you would like to be added to our email list for future meeting
notices, please send your request to rifreemason@rimasons.org

$26.00
Please make your check payable to:
The International Police Square & Compass Club
Send to: IPSCC. RI Chapter No.1
761 Nooseneck Hill Road, West Greenwich, RI 02817
Questions:
Bradford L. Barco, PGM
BLB1134@Yahoo.com

Could You Pass This Masonic Test ?
(Taken from the Defiance, Ohio) York Rite Bulletin
November-December Issue, 2016
A Mason, who always wore his Masonic ring and lapel pin in public,
on some occasions rode the bus from his home to the downtown area.
On one such trip, when he sat down, he discovered that the driver
had mistakenly given him a quarter too much change.

(continued from Page 5, Celestial Lodge)

Brothers; Clark Gable, Peter Sellers, Wallace Beery, Douglas
Fairbanks and Brian Donleavy were discussing boxing with
champions; Jack Dempsey, Jack Johnson, and Sugar Ray
Robinson. Another small group in the persons of Brothers: John
Wayne, Hoot Gibson and Tom Mix, were listening to Brother
William Thaddeus Phillips, also known as Butch Cassidy.
The founding members; Brothers George Washington, Sir John A.
MacDonald, Guiseppe Garibaldi, Benito Jaurez, John Hancock
and Ben Franklin were seated in the East. They have been joined
by Sir Stamford Raffles, founder of Singapore. The Generals;
Omar Bradley, Jimmy Doolittle, George C Marshall, John Pershing
and Douglas McArthur, take their seats next to Franklin Roosevelt
and Winston Churchill. The lodge Treasurer, Brother Henry Knox
was busy collecting dues from Brothers; Thomas E. Dewey and
William McKinley. The Master, M∴W∴Brother H.R.H., The Duke of
Connaught, has rapped the gavel to call the Lodge to order and it
is now time for us to depart. With one last look at this brilliant
assembly, one wonders what the public's perception of
Freemasonry might be if they were able to visit such a lodge. 

As he considered what to do, he thought, “You’d better give the
quarter back. It would be wrong to keep it.” Then he thought, “It’s just
a quarter, no one would bother with this small amount. Anyway, the
company gets enough fare and they will never miss it. Accept it as a
‘gift from God’ and stay quiet.”
When his stop came, he paused at the door and then handed the
quarter to the driver and said, “here, you gave me too much change.”
The driver smiled and said, “I noticed your Masonic Ring and lapel
pin. I have been thinking lately about asking a mason how to join. I
just wanted to see what you would do if I gave you too much change.
You passed the test. Can you tell me how to become a Mason?
When the Mason stepped off the bus, he said a silent prayer, “O
Grand Architect of the Universe, I almost sold you and my beloved
Masons for a mere quarter.”
Our actions are the only Masonic creed some will ever see. This story
is an example of how people watch us as Masons and may put us to
the test without us realizing it.
Remember, whenever you carry the name or a symbol of Masonry in
public, you can never tell who might be watching.
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Grand Master’s
Official Visitations

RHODE ISLAND SHRINE
Masonic Florida Luncheon
SAHIB SHRINE – SARASOTA
February 24, 2017

February 2, 2017 ---- Mother Lodge
Mount Vernon No. 4

Sahib Shrine Center
600 N. Beneva Rd. Sarasota, FL 34232
Telephone 941-366-4449

March 10, 2017 ---- Central District
Manchester Lodge No. 12

COCKTAILS: 11:00 AM -- 12:00 NOON Cash Bar
LUNCHEON: Begins at -- 12:00 NOON

March 14, 2017 ---- Southern District
Franklin Lodge No. 20
March 28, 2017 ---- Special Visitation
Collegivm Lvminsvm
at Franklin Lodge No. 20

LUNCHEON MENU
POT ROAST OF BEEF or BUTTER CRUMB TILAPIA

Entrees include; Tossed Salad, Herb Roasted Red Potatoes, Vegetable, Bread & Butter,
Dessert, Coffee and Iced Tea.
Cost $23.00 per person, including tax and gratuity.

April 11, 2017 ---- East Bay District
Washington Lodge No. 3

ALL RESERVATIONS MUST BE PREPAID BY
February 20, 2016
Checks made payable to Sahib Shrine
Add meal choice to back of check

Please mail reservations to:
Joseph B. Brearley
33004 Pennbrooke Parkway Leesburg, FL 34748
352-250-2769
ALL MASONS, SHRINERS, their LADIES and GUESTS WELCOME
Please support us as our numbers are decreasing.
We expect to have the Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island, Most Worshipful Brother, Stephen T.
McGuire and the new Potentate of Rhode Island Shriners, Ill. Domenic DiStefano in attendance. We
also welcome our new 50-year members, who will receive their 50-Year Veterans Medal.

RI Freemason
Deadlines
The RI Freemason is published 6 times a
year based on the Masonic Calendar of
the Grand Master's year, which runs from
May to May.

From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue. Unfortunately, we did not
have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate, I have saved the material for
our next issue. As a reminder please submit your material for future issues before the
deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis. As the deadline approaches there
is less and less space available and your material may not be published if received on or
after the deadline date.
A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions;

The issues will be published as follows:
JUNE/JULY
Deadline: May 1st
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Deadline: July 1st
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Deadline: September 1st
DECEMBER/JANUARY
Deadline: November 1st







Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files
Please no PDF files, they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first serve
basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

Fraternally,
Brother, Richard Lynch

Editor:

RWRichard F. Lynch

Associate Editors:

MWLeon C. Knudsen, PGM
WGerald T. Plemmons
Millie T. Hallstrom
Carol R. Plemmons

Editorial Advisior:

MWCarl B. Willi, PGM
RWGrand Secretary

FEBRUARY/MARCH
Deadline: January 1st
APRIL/MAY
Deadline: March 1st

_____________________________________________________________________

Masonic Service Association of Rhode Island
By: R∴W∴Russell Kawa, MSA Representative
The MSA of Rhode Island representing the Veterans
Administration Voluntary Services of Rhode Island, has been busy
visiting patients, transporting patients to and from the hospital and
doctors, and taking part in activities to help our Military Veterans.
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As a youth, M∴W∴Jenks was a member of Woonsocket Chapter
Order of DeMolay. Brother Jenks and I have had a number of
discussions about DeMolay and how it helped to mold him as a
youth to become a better person. Brother Jenks did share a little
about his journey in DeMolay on that day to the brothers of
Pawtucket Chapter.

In November, with help from Masonic Grand Lodge Charities of
Rhode Island, we made a donation to Susan MacKenzie, PhD, the
Medical Director of the Providence VA towards the VA Voluntary
Services Thanksgiving Basket program.

On December 19, 2016, Brothers; Pat Paolo, Ed Kadonian, Frank
Castelone, Andre Gregoire, Elliot Greene, Elton Ricker and Russ
Kawa passed out Christmas gifts to the patients of Providence VA
Hospital. All the patients enjoyed the visits and the gifts from the
RI Freemasons. This is a seasonal event that the RI Masons have
been doing for years.
Also in attendance, was M∴W∴Stephen T. McGuire, Grand
Master, who is also a Senior DeMolay and his Grand Marshal Elliot
R. Greene, as well as the RI DeMolay Executive Officer
Mike Lawson, and State Master Councilor Jeffery Parker. Many
DeMolay brothers as well as Masonic brothers and friends were
present. I believe that it will be a day that will be treasured by all
those in attendance.


Valley of Providence
Celebrates Scottish Rite Day
By: Ill.Thomas Yeaw, Secretary
On behalf of myself and VA Voluntary Services of RI, I would like
to thank the Board members of the Masonic Grand Lodge
Charities of RI for their support of our Military Veterans.


Pawtucket Chapter Order of DeMolay
By: Dad, Robert Lyle, Chapter Advisior
On Saturday, November 19th Pawtucket Chapter Order of
DeMolay made a visit to M∴W∴Ken Jenks, PGM. The purpose of
this visit was to Present M∴W∴Jenks with his 80-year Senior
DeMolay Pin. We believe that M∴W∴Ken Jenks is the oldest
Senior DeMolay is the state of Rhode Island.

On November 12th, the Valley of Providence celebrated Scottish
Rite Day. This day was designated by the North Masonic
Jurisdiction and the Southern Jurisdiction as a special day to honor
our fraternity. Every Valley in both jurisdictions across the United
States was required to hold a special event on that day. The Valley
of Providence chose to put on a special play which was entitled
“Forget Us Not”. Approximately, 120 members and wives enjoyed
a delicious prime rib dinner, followed by the presentation of the
play. This play, “Forget Us Not”, was written by one of our own
members, Brother Kyle Gamache, and was produced and directed
by Brother Bob Fish.
(continued on page 18)
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(continued from Page 17, Scottish Rite)

The play was a story of a German prison camp holding American
prisoners. The Forget-Me-not Pins symbolic of Masonic
membership in Germany during the reign of Hitler were distributed
after the play to all our members.

During the evening, Illustrious Robert Ogg,
outgoing Deputy for the Scottish Rite, State of
Rhode Island, was honored for his many years of
service. Deputy for Rhode Island IllSteven E.
Smith presented Brother Ogg with a beautiful
Masonic lamp. Smith honored Ogg with a summation of a long
history of service to the Masonic Fraternity. Also, that evening,
Ill.Robert J. Allen, was honored for his 37 years of portraying the
part of Constans in the 32nd Degree.
On December 9th, the Valley of Providence celebrated its annual
Holiday Observance. Over 100 members and their wives enjoyed
a buffet dinner by Morin’s Catering. Followed by a beautiful
presentation in the auditorium by the Warwick Symphony
Orchestra. The Symphony entertained the group for over an hour
with Christmas music, which put everyone in the Christmas spirit.
The music was enjoyed by everyone in attendance.
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The Dress of the High Priest
of King Solomon’s Temple
By: Brother, Roy Pruett, E.H.P.

Upon being raised to the Sublime Degree
of Master Mason, one is left feeling in a
state of Grace, but somehow feeling
there is more to Masonry. “Blue Lodge”
concentrates its education on the
building of King Solomon’s Temple, the
material life. Capitular degrees of York
Rite take a dramatic turn as they focus
upon the destruction of the First and the
building of the Second Temple, the
spiritual life. There is a whole new world
of Masonic symbolism that goes with the
teachings of York Rite. York Rite consists
of three bodies, Chapter, Council and
Commandery. One of the key central
figures of the Chapter Degrees is the
High Priest. As we all know, the High
Priest would enter the “Sanctum
Sanctorum” or “Holy of Holies” to offer his
adoration to Almighty God. The lineage
of High Priest was also distinguished by
a manner of dress as prescribed in the
Torah or Old Testament.
When Moses first confronted the
Egyptian king about the Israelites, Aaron
served as his brother's spokesman
"prophet" to Pharaoh.1 Part of the Law
(Torah) that Moses received from God at
Sinai granted Aaron the priesthood for
himself and his male descendants, and
he became the first High Priest of the
Israelites. God gave Moses detailed
instructions on how to build everything
the High Priest would need to approach
the physical manifestation of God’s glory
on Earth.

The dress of a High Priest is actually five
different garments to be worn layered.
The first garment is called the “ephod,” it

was the outer garment and resembled an
elaborate apron. It was made of white
linen, interwoven with threads of solid
gold, blue, representing our Lord’s
heavenly origin; purple, representing His
royalty; and scarlet, representing His
shed blood. Onyx stones were on each
shoulder with six names on each stone,
representing the 12 tribes of Israel.
These onyx stones remind us that the
Lord bears us on his shoulders, day and
night.
Underneath the ephod is a blue robe. As
mentioned above, blue represents God’s
heavenly origin. The bottom hem of this
blue robe was adorned with ornaments;
pomegranates, made out of blue, purple
and scarlet threat, and little bells made
out of gold. As taught in the Fellow Craft
Degree, pomegranates re-present plenty
and also adorned chapiters of columns at
King Solomon’s Temple. The gold bells
reminded us that even if we could not see
the High Priest, we could hear him.
Beneath the blue robe was a white tunic.
It was a spotless white robe made of the
finest quality. The High Priest also wore
a white linen turban on his head, more
commonly called the mitre. Around the
base of this turban was a gold crown with
the words “Holy to the Lord.” 2

The High Priests breastplate, also known
as the” breastplate of judgement” was
worn as the outermost layer. According
to the description in Exodus, this breastplate was attached to the ephod by gold
chains/cords tied to the gold rings on the
ephod's shoulder straps, and by blue
ribbon tied to the gold rings at the belt of
the ephod. The biblical description states
that the breastplate was also to be made
from the same material as the Ephod,
embroidery of 3 colors of dyed wool and
linen and was to be 1/3 of a cubit
squared, two layers thick, and with four
rows of three engraved gems embedded
in gold settings upon it, one setting for
each stone. The description states that
the square breastplate was to be formed
from one rectangular piece of cloth,1/3 of

a cubit by 2/3 of a cubit, folded so that it
formed a pouch to contain the Urim and
Thummim. The twelve jewels in the
breastplate were each, according to the
Biblical description, to be made from
specific minerals, none of them the same
as another, and each of them
representative of a specific tribe, whose
name was to be inscribed on the stone.
We read in Exodus that “also put the
Urim and Thummim in the breastplate, so
they may be over Aaron’s heart
whenever he enters the presence of the
Lord. Thus, Aaron will always bear the
means of making decisions for the
Israelites over his heart before the
Lord.” 3
Urim and Thummim, were what are
believed, two jewels or precious stones
that lend the breastplate of judgement its
name. They were used for national
decisions like going to war or for priestly
decisions. Urim, represents light and
excellence and Thummim, represents
perfection and completion. The Urim and
Thummim was used as a means to ask
God for divine intervention to guide the
Israelites. The book of Exodus describes
their existence but is silent on their exact
use. It is believed the jewels would flash
in correspondence with yes or no
answers or with the 22 letters in the
Hebrew alphabet.
The position of High Priest was a position
of high status and importance in Biblical
times and was the only direct path to God
Almighty himself. God looked down upon
the High Priest say His Holy representative to the chosen people of Israel.
Therefore, his manner of dress would be
one of beauty and strength. As one can
see, York Rite Masonry opens many
more paths and symbolism not presented
in “Blue Lodge”. Upon being “raised to
the Sublime Degree of Master Mason
you were given the “Substitute for the
Master Mason’s Word.” Following the
Royal Arch path, there is a way to receive
the “Real Word.” I encourage you to seek
out more “Light” in York Rite.

________________________________
1

Holy Bible, Exodus 7:1
Holy Bible, Exodus 28:36-39
3 Holy Bible, Exodus 28:15-30
2
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue
East Providence, RI 02914-4556
Telephone: 401-435-4650
Fax: 401-435-4423
Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org
rifreemason@rimasons.org
Web Site: www.rimasons.org
Grand Lodge Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM

Call of the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations

226th ANNUAL COMMUNICATION
Brethren:
The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons
for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, East
Providence, Rhode Island

Monday, May 22, 2017
For the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it and the installation of Grand Lodge officers for the
ensuing Masonic year. Grand Lodge will open promptly at 9:00 o’clock A.M. Masters and Wardens, or their proxies, are
required to attend in business suits and to wear their official jewels.
Attest:

Signed:

Carl B. Willi

Stephen T. McGuire

Carl B. Willi
Grand Secretary

Stephen T. McGuire
Grand Master

Masters and Wardens of Subordinate Lodges only are entitled to send proxies who must be members of the same Lodge.

