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Grand Master’s Message
On September 11th it was my privilege to receive the DeMolay
Legion of Honor Degree. This award was totally unexpected and I
am truly grateful to those who decided to confer this degree on me
as well as the brothers who took the time out of their busy
schedules to learn and perform the ritual. I am a staunch supporter
of our Masonic Youth even though I was not the most active
member of Byron Northup Chapter back in the 1970’s. I am
extremely proud of receiving this degree but it is bittersweet to
think I had it conferred on me while brothers who were better
DeMolays have not. Most of them are now Senior DeMolays but
not Freemasons. In virtually every case that is our loss!

Brother Stephen T. McGuire
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Hello Brethren,
I realize time goes faster and faster as we age but these past 6
months have absolutely flown by. I’ve worn lots of hats in this
Grand Jurisdiction; Chief Director for 10 years, Master of my lodge
four times, Assistant Grand Lecturer, and obviously, the offices
that lead to being Grand Master. Trust me, none of them come
close to preparing you for the obligations and responsibilities that
accompany the position of Grand Master. Over the last 8 years
I’ve met countless brothers, shared meals and fellowship with
them and not only consider them brothers, but friends. For me it’s
easy to deal with brothers and friends: I just have too be me as
honest and open as possible. As Grand Master, I’m also
responsible for ensuring the honor and respectability of this Grand
Jurisdiction. I’m responsible for ensuring that every Grand Master
who has gone before me (alive or dead) would be proud of the way
we conduct ourselves. I’ve told you before how proud I am, and
how much I appreciate your confidence in electing me, but every
day I hope and pray I’m doing the right thing, by each and every
one of you. The time is flying by but every day I want every brother
and visitor, from within or without this Grand Jurisdiction to know
that this year, the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island will conduct itself
with dignity, honor and respectability regardless of the issues at
hand. Anything less is unacceptable to me.
I don’t want to write anything long and boring but you should be
made aware of what a wonderful trip this is.
In no particular order:
On September 9th Friendship Lodge held their Annual
Communication followed by their golf tournament on September
10th. Both were resounding successes. It is in no way my intention
to announce the passing of each Blue Lodge Annual but that said,
this Annual was indeed special. Worshipful Master Trevor
Humphrey, Senior Warden Robert Barrows and Junior Warden
John Barnes are all Eagle Scouts! Maybe someone out there can
tell me of precedence for this but it’s a first for me, these are three
truly good men and brothers. They are the type of persons every
lodge should be attempting to make brothers of. The Grand Lodge
has redesigned our Boy Scout Certificate to be presented to
deserving young men at the conferral of their Eagle Scout rank.
Every lodge in this state should be contacting their local scout
troops to know when such ceremonies will be held. These are
young men we want to call future Brothers!

October 8th was my first Grand Master’s visitation to the Northern
District hosted by Roger Williams Lodge No. 32. We had an
overwhelming turnout of 114 brothers on my suite. We were
treated to a marvelous presentation by Edward Achorn, author of
“Fifty-Nine in 84” and “The Summer of Beer and Whiskey”.
Edward spoke on the early years of professional baseball with a
special emphasis on local teams such as the Providence Grays.
As a lifelong baseball fan, I thoroughly enjoyed the evening and
was thrilled to receive copies of both books signed by the author.
WJonathon Snowman of Roger Williams Lodge also presented
me with a nice plaque to remember the evening by. I truly
appreciate the display of brotherly love and affection from
WSnowman, the members of Roger Williams and all the brothers
of the Northern District for a night I’ll never forget!
The next day Elliot, Lynne, Maureen and I attended the Annual
Communication of the Grand Lodge of Delaware and had a great
time. I learn new things all the time on these trips. In this Grand
Lodge session, I noticed a good number of brothers not wearing
aprons. I mentioned this to a couple of Grand Masters that, if I saw
brothers without aprons in our Grand Lodge, RWElliott would
be escorting them out and I would be having a conversation with
our Grand Tyler, they all agreed. I later asked the Grand Master of
Delaware why this was allowed and he told me they all had “Lapel
Aprons” on. They actually have a small paper apron that fits in
their lapel pocket which is acceptable at a Grand Lodge meeting,
go figure! We also attended the Annual Communication of the
Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island in
Mansfield, Massachusetts and had another great time. As always,
we were well received by Masons and their ladies alike.
(continued on page 5)
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The Richmond Sword
By: WRoy F. Pruett, P.M.

By: R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, DGM
On a recent trip to Richmond, Virginia I was honored to attend the
September 13, 2016 conclave of Richmond Commandery No. 2.
As Captain General of St John's Commandery No. 1, my
attendance was significant in many ways. As sister
commanderies, St. John's No. 1 and Richmond No. 2 have a long
history of friendship dating back to before the American Civil War.
These two commanderies also share a very outstanding
distinction. St. John's Commandery, being organized on August
23, 1802, with 214 years of continuous service and Richmond
Commandery, being organized on March 24, 1816 with 200 years
of continuous service to the Cross. On my trip South, I was also
distinguished by carrying St. John's most prized possession “The
Richmond Sword” which is 135 years old.

Left: Brothers; Felix Diclo, Miggel Odio, Alvaro Reina, RWAndre Faria, Jr.
DDGM, Melvin Silverio, RWPeter Iacobucci, DGM, RWRichard Lynch.
Right: Jason Riffkin, Hugo Adames, Jr., Hugo Adames Sr., Luis Carcamo,
Alfredo Garcia.

Several years ago, a few of our brethren inquired about the
possibility of creating a Spanish speaking lodge similar too those
lodges in other Masonic jurisdictions. Since there is a large male
Spanish speaking population living in Rhode Island, approximately
75,000, the idea of such a lodge seemed to have merit and worthy
of investigating. After helping to open the Collegivm Lvminosvm,
I informed the brethren that it was a major endeavor to institute a
new lodge let alone the intricacies of adapting our ritual and
addressing events such as Grand Master’s and District Deputy
Grand Master’s visitations, Assistant Grand Lecturer who
understand Spanish, bilingual printing of the bylaws, and a host of
other concerns. Their desire was strong and their work was true
as they investigated other lodges in sister jurisdictions and moved
forward to present viable solutions.
In September, a first gathering of the brethren took place and we
discussed the process of moving forward. First, a steering
committee needed to be formed to lay the groundwork and create
the formation of a Spanish speaking club with a chairman and
several committees to distribute the work load. Being a specialized
lodge, there are many hurdles that need to be overcome. Once
the foundational work is complete, they could apply for a “letter of
dispensation” to operate as a “lodge under dispensation” for the
period of one year in order to prove viability with sufficient
membership, finances to sustain the operation, and a place to
meet. Upon such proof, they will be able to apply for a
warrant/charter and become a full lodge with all rights and
privileges of all blue lodges within our jurisdiction.
It is my sincere hope that this committee/club will be able to
perform a Spanish Masonic degree within the 2017 Masonic year.
I, as well as the rest of Grand Lodge line officers and Grand
Council, wholeheartedly support the formation of this lodge.
Congratulations to the committee brethren for all the effort and
passion they bring to this new endeavor. As a side note: Redwood
Lodge was formed for our Jewish brethren and the former
Roosevelt Lodge (now closed) was formed for the Italian Brethren.
The future of Masonry lies in our hands……….each and every
brother’s hand!


At
the
Annual
Conclave of the
Grand Commandery
of
Massachusetts
and Rhode Island
held in Providence
on October 29,
1869, a vote was
held to amend and
alter its Constitution
“to conform in its
nomenclature to the
provisions
and
requirements of the
Grand Encampment
of
the
United
States.”
So
on
January 3, 1870
St. John's Encampment No. 1 became
St. John's Commandery No. 1 by a vote of its members. Prior to
1870 St. John's will be referred to as St. John's Encampment and
after 1870, St. John's will be referred to as St. John's
Commandery.
Over the years there were many pilgrimages between St. John's
No. 1 and Richmond No. 2. Due to space and time I will enumerate
only a few of such pilgrimages. In 1858 St. John's Encampment
No. 1, together with Holy Sepulchre No. 8 of Pawtucket, RI and a
delegation from DeMolay Commandery No. 7 of Boston
entertained Richmond Encampment No. 2 of Richmond, Virginia.
The highlights of the day were a large Templar parade, a dinner at
high twelve with toasts and addresses, followed by a colorful
escort of the visitors from the south to the train for Boston.
In June 1875 St. John's Commandery No. 1 and Calvary
Commandery No.13 invited Richmond Commandery No. 2 and
Washington (DC) Commandery No. 1 “to renew and cement the
friendship of former days” of before the Civil War, by joining them
in commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Bunker
Hill, on the June 17, 1875. On their way through Providence, they
were formally received by Em. Sir Thomas A. Doyle, Mayor of
Providence and were accompanied by 180 Sir Knights of St.
John's Commandery and a goodly number of Sir Knights of
Calvary Commandery.
On May 19, 1881 St John's Commandery No.1 and DeMolay
Commandery No. 7 of Boston traveled to Washington, DC where
they were reviewed in parade by the President of the United States
John A. Garfield. They then continued to Richmond, Virginia and
(continued on page 4)
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under
escort
of
Richmond
Commandery No. 2 and St. Andrew’s
Commandery No. 13, were reviewed
in parade by the Governor of Virginia
and the Mayor of Richmond on May
23, 1881. Following the parade a visit
was made to the famous St. John's
Episcopal Church where Patrick Henry
gave his “Give me liberty or give me
death” speech.

Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
Grand Master’s 2017 Cruise
Join M.W.G.M. Stephen T. McGuire aboard the Celebrity Silhouette
January 22, 2017
Sailing to the Western Caribbean

Itinerary
Sun. 22
Mon. 23
Tue. 24
Wed. 25
Thu. 26
Fri. 27
Sat. 28
Sun. 29

Jan. 2017
Jan. 2017
Jan. 2017
Jan. 2017
Jan. 2017
Jan. 2017
Jan. 2017
Jan. 2017

Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Cococay, Bahamas
At Sea
Cozumel, Mexico
George Town, Grand Cayman
Falmouth, Jamaica
At Sea
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Balcony Cabins from $999*
Other categories available

Contact: Bro. Bob Knott
Telephone: 401-667-7979
Email: rknott@cruisebrothers.com
*Based on double occupancy and include port charges.
Taxes and fees additional.

8:00 AM

04:30 PM
05:00 PM

Boarding
Tendered

07:00 AM
10:30 AM
07:30 AM

04:00 PM
06:30 PM
03:30 PM

Docked
Tendered
Docked

07:00 AM

Book and Pick TWO of
The following amenities
$300 OBC
Drink Package
Pre-paid Gratuities
Internet Package

We need your help!
The Grand Lodge is looking to digitize and place in “Rolls” the complete
membership records of all RI Masons going back to 1749.
We are looking for several volunteer brothers who can give 3-5 hours per week
of their time to enter membership data from our old card file system into our
“Rolls” membership program. This work is taking place at the Grand Lodge
Library and is coordinated by WMark Eddleston.
Please contact Mark at rollsarchives@rimasons.org to volunteer your time or if
you have questions.

As a souvenir of this pilgrimage, the
two
Richmond
Commanderies
presented
the
two
visiting
Commanderies with magnificent gold
encrusted Commander swords. St.
John's Commandery reveres this
sword as a gift of friendship and pure
Masonic
benevolence
and
an
irreplaceable piece of art. The
“Richmond Sword” can be proudly
viewed in a glass case at the Scottish
Rite Masonic Center.
1881 was also a very significant year
in history for other notable reasons.
On May 19, 1881, as St. John's
Commandery paraded for President
John A. Garfield, nobody knew that the
President would be shot 6 weeks later
in an assassination attempt on July 2,
1881. President Garfield would
eventually succumb to his injuries on
September 19, 1881.



Pictured on the previous page; Sir
Knight Roy F. Pruett, Captain General
of St John's Commandery No. 1: Sir
Knight
Right
Eminent
Grand
Commander Joseph P. Westfall Jr.
Grand Commandery Knights Templar
of Virginia: and Sir Knight Eminent
Commander
Michael
Shelton,
Richmond Commandery No. 2,
Virginia.

___________________________________________________________
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We were honored to attend the Special
Ladies Luncheon hosted by Franklin
Lodge No. 20 and Charity Lodge No. 23.
This is a great event and, by the time you
read this, we will have attended the
banquet celebrating Charity Lodge’s
150th anniversary. I am so lucky to serve
in a year when so many milestones are
attained.
F.Y.I. since Maureen and I have so much
spare time on our hands, our youngest
son, Jack, told us in May he would be
getting married on Halloween weekend
this year. Once we realized he was
serious we embraced the idea and as
those of you who know Maureen can
imagine, made it a focal point of our year.
The wedding took place in Annapolis. We
absolutely LOVE our new daughter-inlaw and the other additions to our family.
We are excitedly looking forward to
serving the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
for the next five months.
Please accept the sincere wishes of the
entire McGuire family for a joyous
Holiday Season, celebrated in the
traditions most dear to you, with those
you love and in the spirit that makes them
so special both emotionally and
spiritually. I pray 2017 is a year your
family looks back on for generations and
remembers it as a year that was
especially kind. I’m no ‘Trekie’ but I
honestly hope you all, “Live long and
prosper”.
If you receive this in time, please make
every effort to attend our “Town Hall
Meeting” on December 3rd.

Sincerely and fraternally,
Steve T. McGuire
Grand Master
________________________________

Gastrique’s
Critique
Just when you thought it was safe to
relax, an envelope made its way into
several mailboxes this past week. Just
like the tape Mr. Phelps listened to in
Mission Impossible, a letter provided
instructions for our next meeting then
dissolved.
Accepting the mission, we followed the
instructions. We arrived at the location of
the RI Malleable Iron Works on Jefferson
Blvd. Warwick. The Iron Works was the
creation of Thomas Jefferson Hill,
manufacturer of malleable castings circa
1867. This mill along with adjoining mill
housing, train depot and the Elizabeth
Mill were all part of a vision Mr. Hill had
for the area. You may better know the

village he created as “Hillsgrove”.
Unfortunately, the mill burned to the
ground in 1918 and was almost
immediately rebuilt, as it was the main
source of income for the residents of
Hillsgrove.
Today the mill is all but gone and the Iron
Works Tavern has taken its place making
use of the mills main office building.
Gastrique dined there this past week and
was somewhat pleased. The décor was
comfortable but a bit dark which made
reading the menu a bit difficult. The
service was good and the food tasty and
plentiful. Not many young people, which
made the noise level acceptable. I did
find the menu a bit pricey but no more
than the local steak chain restaurants.
All, said and done it wasn’t a bad choice
and one that I would find myself returning
to.
This message will self-destruct in 5
minutes……


Tall Cedars of Lebanon
Massasoit Forest No. 91
By: Brother, Robert Goff
Grand Tall Cedar
Happy Holidays to all the brethren from
your friends at Massasoit Forest No. 91!
In looking back upon this year, certainly
the biggest news was the incredible jump
in membership that we had. I am sure
that you would agree that any Masonic
body that increased its membership by
over 40% in one year would consider that
a success. That is exactly what the Tall
Cedars did and we are excitedly looking
forward to even more members in the
upcoming year.
Additionally, with new members came
more energy and with that, there were
cookouts, pizza nights and raffles. I had
the pleasure of giving a lecture at Jenks
Lodge on the Tall Cedars and the antiMasonic period. At our Forest meetings
we discussed esoteric issues found
within the symbolism of our order and we
put on our famous Sidonian degree for
the first time in years. Our clown unit was
active as usual in parades and we
donated hundreds of dollars to the
Muscular Dystrophy Association. Without
a doubt, we stayed true to our motto:
"Fun, Frolic and Fellowship, for a
Purpose."
All of this I would consider as just a
"warm-up" for this upcoming year. Our
incoming Grand Tall Cedar will be
Brother Bryan Simmons from Ezekiel
Bates Lodge in Massachusetts. Along
with Brother Bryan are a core group of his
lodge brothers who have come into the
Tall Cedars with creative ideas and a
desire to bring us back to being one of
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the most prominent and premier Masonic
bodies.
While we have had a large influx of new
Cedars from Massachusetts, I am hoping
that 2017 will bring many more of my
Rhode Island brothers into the Forest. I
encourage you to learn more about the
Tall Cedars. For more information,
please
contact
me
at
roberrttgoff@gmail.com.
Once again, Happy Holidays to all and to
my fellow Cedars, Have pride in your
Pyramid!


Moselm Grotto
By: Robert Lyle, Prophet Monarch
As a member of Moslem Grotto I am
always telling brothers how much fun it is
to belong to the Grotto. We get to wear
stylish Black Fezs with Red Tassels, and
Grotto shirts that we also wear. But
today I want to tell you about the charity
work that we do. Locally we participate
each year with the CHIP program at
AutumnFest in Woonsocket. But we also
have a national charity which is "The
Humanitarian
Foundation".
The
Humanitarian Foundation believes that
children with special needs should live as
fully and as independently as possible.
We are passionately committed to
helping to alleviate the suffering and to
improve the quality of life by providing
dental care for those who otherwise may
go without, one smile at a time.
The Dental Care for Children with Special
Needs Program is designed for children
under 18 with one or more of the
following conditions:
Cerebral Palsy, Muscular Dystrophy and
related
neuromuscular
disorders.
Intellectual disabilities, including Downs
Syndrome for profound to 2 years overall
delayed. Documentation from the child’s
school
licensed
psychologist,
or
physician, may be required. Dental care
for organ transplant recipients pre and
post transplant.
One way we raise funds is by fining our
members in jest for some infraction of
some rule that the Monarch makes up.
The sale of “Enchanted Lantern” lapel
pins is another way of raising funds.
If you know of someone that can use our
services, please contact me or any
Grotto member.
Membership in the GROTTO gives us the
right to wear its emblem and to
participate in its good works as well as its
pleasures.


Page 6

December/January 2016-17

_________________________________________________________________

York Rite
Grand Chapter and Council
By: M.E. Russell J. Lorenson
Grand High Priest
On September 30th we held the most recent York Rite Unity Night
between Massachusetts and Rhode Island. This reincarnation
started 2 years ago as a way for us to share some good times and
to get the word out on what the York Rite has to offer. This followed
the joint degree day in June at Mt. Vernon Lodge in North
Kingstown and a meeting in Wareham, Massachusetts in April,
where a group of 5 Massachusetts Councils worked together to
confer the Super Excellent Degree. This was a fantastic night and
will be a really difficult act to follow.
Following a superb dinner prepared by M.I. Mark Thompson,
Grand Master, all met on the level in the lodge room. It was my
great pleasure along with the RI contingent to greet the
Massachusetts suite of York Rite Masons led by M.E. Charles
Austin, Grand High Priest, M.I. Robert Corr Grand Master of the
Grand Council, and many other officers and traveling
Companions. The Rhode Island suite included M.I. Mark
Thompson, Grand Master of Grand Council and myself, along with
many officers and Companions. Sir Knight Mark Kay, Grand
Senior Warden was introduced and greeted by both state suites
as he represents the dual state jurisdiction of the Grand
Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island.
This Unity Night in September was held at Pawtucket Temple of
Jenks Lodge. It was a great night, we shared food, drink and the
company of about 50 Companions and brothers. We also shared
some light and knowledge of the York Rite to those that have not
yet been initiated. Both Grand Masters spoke on the Council and
both Grand High Priests spoke for Chapter, Sir Knight Glen
Cunningham spoke about Commandery. A few brothers were
impressed enough to fill out applications on the spot, which is
always a great feeling when that is the purpose of the meeting.
A couple questions that come up a lot among new Masons, Where
does York Rite fit into Blue Lodge? The Chapter being the first
part of the York Rite, is a concordant body of Masons –
concordant, according to Merriam-Webster, it means – “in agreement, having the same characteristics”. Thus, a Concordant body
is an independent body of Freemasonry and has its own
leadership, it also in many cases has its own feel, by that I mean
it is more or less formal, its purpose may differ than that of a Blue
Lodge. All Concordant bodies fall under the jurisdiction of the Most
Worshipful Grand Master of Rhode Island. One of the rights of
becoming a Master Mason is to be eligible to join concordant
bodies of Masonry. There are many including York Rite, Scottish
Rite, Shrine, etc.
So What is the York in York Rite?
York comes from the Ancient English city of York, England, a
center for Masonry prior to the forming of the first Grand Lodges
of England. The York Rite is sometimes called the American Rite,
as the Rite here is a little different than that in England. The Royal
Arch Degree, a degree of Chapter that is contained within the York
Rite, and is said to be part of Ancient Craft Masonry and no Mason
is complete until he is exalted to the Royal Arch.


Beginning of the Triangular
York Rite Council “Meets”
By: Companion, V.I. Markeith E. Host
(In 2015 Providence Council No. 1, Hyde Park Council (MA), and Attleboro
Council (MA) celebrated their 250th Triangular visitation. Hosted by Providence
Council, it was one of the largest get-togethers in many years. The story of how
the tradition started is wonderfully explained by Companion Markeith Host, Past
Thrice Illustrious Master of Attleboro Council.……Editor)

To appreciate the significance of this Masonic event we must
return to its roots and examine the environment of its birth. During
the early 1930’s in America, money was scarce. The prices of the
necessaries seemed to be low; milk was fourteen cents a quart, a
loaf of bread was nine cents, and top round steak was forty-two
cents a pound. But this was an era of hard times known as the
“Great Depression” with unemployment approaching 25% of the
population. The average annual salary was $1,368.00. Instead of
advancement, survival became the keyword. Those who could find
work usually had their income reduced as much as 40%. During
this decade, institutions, attitudes, and lifestyles changed. People
did what they could to make their lives happy. Movies were hot,
parlor games and board games were popular, and “the family”
gathered around the radio to listen to Yankee baseball and
President Franklin Roosevelt’s “Fireside Chats”, and through it all
democracy and social harmony prevailed.
During these hard times in America, the Masonic fraternity also felt
the pinch. The fraternity in general and the Council in particular,
began a sharp contrast in its membership rolls. Due to a very large
number of demits and several deaths, the membership could not
be sustained and the activity of degree work was quickly curtailed.
Visitations and special events were the only times when a large
attendance was recorded. To maintain interest and attempt to
subdue the declining membership, the exchange of visits between
Councils became the benchmark of the Cryptic Rite. Such an
event occurred on Tuesday evening, September 22, 1931 when a
delegation from Taunton Council, led by its Deputy Master
Companion, Frank B. Place, presented Attleboro Council with a
“Traveling Broken Triangle” they had received earlier in the year
from Columbian Council No. 1 of New York City in celebration of
their Centennial Anniversary. This “token of friendship” had been
traveling across America for 21 years. On November 13, 1931, it
was passed to Providence Council No. 1 at the first fraternal visit
between Attleboro, Hyde Park, and Providence Councils. That
evening Thrice Illustrious Arthur W. Peace greeted Illustrious
Samuel R. Smith of Hyde Park Council and Illustrious Norman J.
Stone of Attleboro Council. The event was so successful that
regular exchange of visits between the three Councils continued
as an annual event.
Over the next few years this event became known as “Friendship
Triangle Visits” or “Triple Triangle Visits”. Then, maybe by
coincident, in 1934 both Recorders of Hyde Park and Attleboro
Councils coined the term “Triangular Assembly” in their respective
minutes and the title remained fixed for several years until the early
1960’s when the term “Triangular Meeting” became popular, and
was later shortened to “Triangular Meet” as it is known today.
Each of the three presiding Illustrious Masters upon his installation
receives a special triangular pocket jewel that he wears during his
term of office and then transmits to his successor upon the
completion of his term. This tradition has continued unbroken for
75 years. These jewels were presented at the first Triangular
Assembly on November 13, 1931 by Albert Knight, Past Most
Illustrious Grand Master of Rhode Island and Providence
(continued on page 7)
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Plantations and are said to represent a perfect triangle denoting
the Faith, Friendship, and Fidelity that exists between the three
Councils. By whom these jewels were manufactured is not
recorded.
By tradition, the sitting Most Illustrious Grand Master and his
“Board of Officers” in both jurisdictions are received at these
ceremonies. This began at the first Triangular event when Most
Illustrious Alden B. Hefler of Massachusetts was the guest of Most
Illustrious Fred W. Johnston of Rhode Island. This “Grand
Tradition” has continued through the years and has cemented
many life-long friendships and memories within the Cryptic Craft.
Also, contributing with the harmony of this event is the annual
“breaking of bread” among the Companions at each of these
assemblies. Over the years everything from a simple meal to an
elaborate banquet has been served much to the delight of the
participants.
But perhaps the single most binding element that makes these
ceremonies so unique has been the “special ritual” which each of
the three presiding officers performs in unison. Its origin and author
has escaped recorded history, nor is it known when it was first
presented. By borrowing the form and ceremonies of the Royal
Arch, this simple but powerful ritual speaks of the very core of our
Cryptic purpose; a simple trust which eternally binds us into an
everlasting “Circle of Friendship” united by the elements of “Faith,
Friendship, and Fidelity”. May we earnestly continue to strive for
their growth and perfection.


Brothers Charles Edwin and Isaac B. Lawton
As told by M∴W∴Henry G. Spoerer, P.G.M.
By: M∴W∴Wyman (Skip) P. Hallstrom, Jr., P.G.M.

This information was given to me by M∴W∴Henry Spoerer, Past
Grand Master of RI, when we held the dedication of the Charles
Edwin Lawton memorial wing at Ethan Place on October 15, 2005.
“Today we will dedicate the new wing in Ethan Place to the
memory of Charles Edwin Lawton. In addition, the shed and
gazebo will be dedicated to the memory of his Brother, Isaac B.
Lawton. Both became members of Jenks Lodge No. 24 in the late
1880’s. Charles died on May 26, 1938 at the age of 72 years. Isaac
died on September 14, 1940 and was 84 years of age.

Rhode Island Grand Assembly
International Order
of Rainbow Girls
By: Lynn D. Gebler, Supreme Inspector
Grand Lodge Youth Committee
Thanks to all who came to our Halloween event. We hope you had
a great time. Our next event is the Holiday Party on Saturday,
January 7, 2017 from 12:00 noon to 3:00 PM at Doric Masonic
Center, 1237 Reservoir Avenue, Cranston. Telephone: 401-9429883. Lunch will be served at 12:30 PM (soup and grilled cheese
sandwiches). There will be cookies and dessert after lunch. We
will have a Yankee Gift Swap at 1:30 PM with a cost limit of $5.00.
Pick up time is at 3:00 PM.
Invite your friends as this is also a membership event for both
Rainbow and DeMolay! Please sign up by December 30th with
Mom Lynn (401-539-9025) so that we plan enough food supplies
for everyone. Prior to this event Woodridge Assembly and East
Greenwich Assembly will have a meeting upstairs at 10:00 AM and
DeMolay will have some instruction starting at 10:00 AM
downstairs.
Rhode Island Grand Assembly
The Junior Grand Executive Committee will sponsor a line dancing
instruction afternoon on Saturday, December 31, 2016 from 1:004:00 PM at Scottish Rite. Instructors will be Rainbow and DeMolay
advisors. All Rainbow, DeMolay, and interested friends are invited
to attend. Invite your teenage children and friends to attend and
meet our girls and boys. Refreshments will include sandwiches
and snacks. Pre-registration with Mom Lynn (401-539-9025) is
requested to plan for refreshments. Sign in opens at 12:30 PM.
For Rainbow Girls the day may begin with a special initiation at
10:00 AM. If it occurs, the opening and closing will be performed
by the 2nd place international ritual team with the initiatory degree
by the Grand Officers. A final decision about the initiation will be
made 10 days before and Mother Advisors will be notified.


Now for the story. Both brothers lived in homes side by side on
Summit Street in Central Falls, RI. As told to me, (Henry), the
brothers seldom spoke to one another. However, every few days
each would go into the fire station which was close by on Broad
Street. If Charles went he would inquire if the firemen had seen
Isaac and if he was alright and a few days later Isaac would stop
by the fire station to see if Charles had been around and inquire
how he was doing.
Isaac was married to Abbie Frances Lawton and you shall hear
about her later. Charles never married and when he died without
leaving a will, his estate went to his brother Isaac. Isaac knew that
Charles had wanted to leave his money to Jenks Lodge to form a
convalescent home where members could go upon leaving the
hospital and stay until well enough to return home. In keeping with
his brother’s wishes he then opened a trust account with all of the
funds in Charles estate with the Industrial Trust Company, Jenks
Lodge to be the beneficiary. Isaac served as the first co-trustee
with the bank until his death. The succeeding co-trustees have all
been members of Jenks Lodge. The house on Summit Street was
sold and the Charles Edwin Lawton Home, located at 259 Central
Street in Central Falls, was purchased and opened in 1951. It was
closed in 2001 because of the lack of guests.
Being a lawyer, Isaac with his affairs and will in order had the
Industrial Trust Company serve as executor. Some funds were
(continued on page 8)
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disbursed by the bank and the balance of the funds was divided
into pre-arranged trusts.
Pawtucket Royal Arch Chapter was left a sum of money and the
income from that trust was to be paid to the Chapter for charitable
purposes to supply the necessities of life for the indigent poor but
not for the payment of dues.
Holy Sepulcher Commandery No. 8, Pawtucket, RI was left his
house at 92 Summit Street along with a sum of money for
charitable purposes. Two Pawtucket dentists, members of the
Commandery came up with the idea of forming a dental clinic at
the home to teach the children of the area proper care of their
teeth. The Central Falls School Department is the only school
department that has taken advantage of the clinic. Grandchildren
of some of the first patients have been taken care of. In the last
school year, (2004-05), about 1500 students were seen by the
dental hygienist. In October, 1947 the Abbie Francis Lawton
Dental Clinic received an award from Tufts University for the work
they were doing. In the July 3rd 1948 issue of the Saturday Evening
Post the clinic was recognized and the title of the article was “We
have fewer Cavities now”.
The Memorial Baptist Church 374 Fountain Street Pawtucket, was
taken for Interstate 95. The church merged with the Hebronville
Baptist Church, a new church was built and the name was
changed to Memorial Baptist Church. In that trust it stated that the
trust would pay no more than $800.00 per year toward the salary
of the minister and no more than 25% of the total expenses.
Further, the church would not pay the minister more than
$1,000.00 per year. Excess funds from this trust were to
accumulate and when the value of the trust exceeded $300,000,
and at the discretion of the trustees, the excess income would go
to the Abbie Francis Lawton Home in Springfield, MA. (This was
a home for patients and family to stay at when a child was a patient
in the Shrine Hospital. This home, sponsored by the Shrine, was
sold and the proceeds transferred to the Hodges-Lawton fund).
The Scottish Rite Valley of Providence was left the concert grand
piano that belonged to his wife Abbie Francis Lawton.
On this day, October 15, 2005, we feel that as a result of all that
has been accomplished with the funds that Isaac Lawton left, he
should be remembered and today the tool shed and gazebo are
dedicated to his memory.
In most instances, each trust states that one dozen red roses are
to be displayed on the birthday anniversary of either Charles Edwin
Lawton or Abbie Lawton as specified in each trust. Although
Charles Edwin Lawton’s birthday was on March 25th, the
committee felt, because of the occasion, it would be proper to have
roses today. For that reason, today one dozen red roses are by
the portrait of Charles Edwin Lawton at the entrance to the wing
bearing his name.
Although they gave of their worldly goods for religious and
charitable purposes, we should not lose sight or forget those of
Jenks Lodge, the Chapter, Commandery, or the Shrine who
through the years have and are still giving of their time and labors
to carry out the wishes of these two brothers of Jenks Lodge.


Report from the Masonic Districts
METRO DISTRICT

RWGary S. Kaufman, DDGM
Brethren,
The fall season is in full swing and Mark and I have been busy in
the district. But, more importantly, the lodges of the district have
been BUSY! Overseas Lodge performed the Master Mason

Degree on two candidates, St. Johns Lodge and Redwood Lodge
performed the Entered Apprentice Degree on four and three
candidates, respectively. Jenks Lodge is preparing for the Master
Mason Degree and Rising Sun Lodge has degree work coming up.
I was honored to be present (within my schedule) to observe St.
Johns and Redwood’s degree work and I must say they live up to
their reputations. I was not able to attend Overseas MM degree,
but was told it went well also. Jenks Lodge held the first annual
Eldon Goldenberg Lecture Symposium in honor/memory of
Brother Goldenberg. The symposium was attended by 20 or so
brothers who enjoyed a talk on the future of Freemasonry given by
R∴W∴Andrew Hammer of Alexandria-Washington Lodge No. 22.
R∴W∴Hammer wrote the book “Observing the Craft” which I
recommend reading. Other events attended by Mark and I
included the Grand Master’s Visitation to the Northern District at
Roger William’s Lodge, my official visitation to Rising Sun Lodge
with an Officer’s Forum on the Ancient Landmarks, a turkey dinner
by Woodbridge Assembly of Rainbow Girls, the breakfast and
wreath laying at the Veteran’s Cemetery and of course the Annual
Communication of Overseas Lodge on Veteran’s Day in their new
home at Jenks Lodge. Redwood had a wonderful annual Table
Lodge as well. The lodges are busy and that makes for a great
district! Looking forward to January, Mark and I will be performing
a Semi-Public installation of officers at Jenks Lodge and my official
visitation to Redwood Lodge.
I try to bring some learning to my message. This time is no
different. I have two things to discuss. First, I have been speaking
about communication and respect in the district. I think it is also
appropriate for the entire jurisdiction. The communication piece
speaks directly to expectation. If you would like something done
by others, explain clearly what your expectation is. Help the person
to understand the request so two things happen; first, the person
requesting gets what is expected and secondly, the person
providing the outcome is happy and satisfied that the request has
been completed well. This is a win-win for both parties. However,
if the request is not clear and understood by both parties, the
outcome will result in both parties being disappointed. That leads
to the next piece which is respecting thy brother. There are just too
many instances that I hear of that disrespect of brothers and
officers. It could be in conversation, it could be behind some one’s
back, it may be in writing. There is no place for disrespectfulness
in this fraternity. Think back on your oaths in all three degrees of
Freemasonry. Think about what the fraternity is about. It is all
based on RESPECT of each other. Please try to remember that
the next time you may be angry or upset at someone in the Craft.
Get your point across, but RESPECTFULLY.
Mark and I wish all our brothers and families a very Happy, Healthy
and safe Holiday Season.


EAST BAY DISTRICT

RW Robert B. Ellston, DDGM
Season’s Greetings from the East Bay,
Keith and I, along with the brethren of the East Bay extend to one
and all our warm wishes for a safe; happy and joyous Holiday
Season.
This time of year, can be and is one of great joy and happiness as
family and friends gather together. It can also be one of some
sadness as we pause to reflect on those who are not with us for
whatever reason during this festive season. My Brothers, I ask that
you consider and reach out to our “Special Ladies”; any of our
brethren who may be unable to celebrate with us due to various
infirmities; to our loved ones and those in our circle of friends who
are alone; by calling or visiting with them. I’m sure that it would be
greatly appreciated and is after-all, one of the tenets of our “gentle”
Craft.
(continued on page 9)
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The past two months October and November were quite busy here
in the district. We completed two Annual Communications at
Washington Lodge No. 3 and St. Andrews Lodge No. 39; our
congratulations are extended to the respective Master and line of
officers of each of these distinguished Lodges. Adelphoi Lodge
No. 33 hosted my first “official” visitation to the district on
November 1st, which was indeed a most interesting and enjoyable
evening. As a district, the East Bay brethren traveled with the Most
Worshipful Grand Master on his Official Visitations to both the
Northern and Metro Districts. November 19th, they attended the
Grand Lodge Semi-Annual in East Providence and on that same
evening, the Fall Festival, which was held at Rhodes on the
Pawtuxet. The mid-term District Organizational Meeting was also
held during November with a strong showing from the Lodges.
Referencing the Grand Lodge Semi-Annual Communication, I
would be remiss if I did not point to the successful election of our
next Grand Master and the members of the Grand Council. Keith
and I offer our sincere congratulations to the members of the
Grand Council and especially to R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci on his
ascension to the Grand East.
District-wise, December and January should prove to be as busy
as the previous months, if not more so. Washington Lodge No. 3
will be hosting a District Deputy Visitation on December 13th, six
days later, December 19th, we will travel to St. John’s No. 1 to
supervise their Annual Meeting and install their new line of officers
during a “closed” Installation. The year 2017 and the first month
of January will start off with a bang! On the 3rd of the month,
Adelphoi Lodge No. 33 will find myself and Keith attending their
Annual Meeting, where we will oversee their election and a
“closed” Installation of Adelphoi’s officers. Later in the month of
January, there are two scheduled Annual Communications with
the accompanying Semi-public Installation of officers to be held.
The first will be at St. Alban’s Lodge No. 6 on January 18th and
then on January 25th at St. Paul’s Lodge No. 14, respectively.
These happenings along with the various holiday festivities should
make for a full schedule in the District.
“Brethren, take due note and govern yourself accordingly.” The
Most Worshipful Grand Master, Steven T. McGuire has called for
a “Town Hall Meeting” to be held at the Grand Lodge in East
Providence at 9:00 AM on December 3rd. All brethren in this
Jurisdiction are encouraged to attend and bring their ideas and
concerns regarding the Craft and how we can better improve our
fraternity in Rhode Island. Please make every effort to attend this
very important meeting. It is your opportunity to express your ideas
and your concerns for the betterment of the Craft in an open forum.
Finally, my Brethren, may we never forget those who are less
fortunate and do all that we can to ease their distress and offer
them comfort. May the Supreme Architect bless and keep you and
yours.


The point I’m getting to is that all during this time and after you
became a Master Mason, the brothers who were senior to you
impressed upon you the importance of duty. We as brothers had
an unwritten obligation to visit our brethren in other lodges. They
explained the importance and why this is done and there were
many other responsibilities and requirements once you became an
officer. You know my brothers, times have not really changed that
much, it is still very important to travel, it is part of who we are as
brothers. I’ve been to many visitations in my time when there were
6, 7 or more brothers from each lodge who accompanied the
District Deputy Grand Master. Surprise visits happened all the
time.
And just so you don’t think I was the perfect traveling man, I was
told on a few occasions why aren’t you visiting with us. Oh yes
brothers, they had no problem letting you know you were being
slack in your duties. But eventually, I understood the importance
of why we do these things. Yes my Brothers, it is important, it is
how we come to know each other. I am very fortunate, being a
DDGM affords me the opportunity to visit the many fine brothers
throughout the state and get to know them a little better than just
bumping into them occasionally. I will tell you there are many fine
brothers out there and both Brad and I are enjoying meeting all of
you as we make our visits.
On the first Grand Master’s visit in October to Roger Williams
Lodge, there were so many brethren present that it looked more
like a Grand Lodge session. Both sides of the lodge room were
filled and it was sure nice to sit in the East in my mother lodge and
receive the Grand Master with a room full of brothers. That is what
makes our jurisdiction special.
By the time you read this, the year will be coming to a close but
there will still be plenty of opportunities to accompany your
brethren on a Deputy or Grand Master’s visitation, don’t let it pass
you by. I know all the deputies as well as the Grand Master really
do appreciate you joining them. It is a sign of respect between
brethren. In order to have a strong house you need a good
foundation. Each of you is the cement, which strengthens our
house. I hope you’ll join us and “Go Old School”!
Finally, Brad and I wish you and your families a very blessed and
happy Holiday Season.


NORTHERN DISTRICT

I would like to take the opportunity to write to you of what it used
to be like to join the Craft at least in my time as a Freemason.
Joining the Craft in 1990, I can remember how apprehensive we
all were, there were 8 of us in my class, entering this place not
knowing a soul. What would we be subjected to? Strangers telling
us to put these funny clothes on, take off your shoes put on this
blindfold, being led around like cattle heading to slaughter. What
did I get myself into?
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Well, after being marched around by someone stutter stepping all
the way and always being on your guard trying desperately to see
through the blindfold you were eventually brought to light.
Adjusting your eyes, the first sight you beheld were these very
serious looking men sitting in very ornate chairs in tuxedos staring
at us like we just killed JFK. How vulnerable you felt! Then, after
all the lectures and questions came “The Knuckle”. Worshipful
Don Dunford Sr. had this unique way of addressing you at the third
gate that you would soon not forget. It was Worshipful Don’s calling
card. Finally, after all was said and done, and you were back in
your regular clothes came the book which to this day I bet many of
you still remember.

CENTRAL DISTRICT

RW Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM
“Old School”

Rhode Island Freemason

RWDouglas J. Grant, DDGM
Brethren all,
Greetings once again from the Central District. It has been a very
busy few months in the district. Ionic Lodge, Manchester Lodge,
Daylight Lodge, and Harmony Lodge are now working with a new
line of officers and I am looking forward to great things developing
as a result of the enthusiasm and leadership skills of these officers.
A unified effort from the brethren in each of the respective lodges
will not only yield a stronger lodge, but will pave the way for future
growth. I am sure that this is what each of these lodges is hoping
to achieve.
(continued on page 10)
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As I reflect on a particular night that I was visiting a lodge in the
Metro District, I was honored to have been invited to sit in the East
with the Worshipful Master along with the District Deputy Grand
Master for the district. Toward the end of the meeting the
Worshipful Master handed the gavel to the District Deputy as is
customary and respectful so that the District Deputy could bring
the greetings of the Grand Lodge. After bringing the greetings, I
listened to a very short but inspiring message from the Deputy that
I believe is important for all Masons to aspire to.
The topic of the message was communication and respect. It is
vital for the success of any task or project that the requests or
requirements of the task be properly communicated and be clearly
received. It is not only important that the deliverer of the message
be accurate and clear when communicating what might need to be
done but it is as important for the receiver of the message to be
clear about what is being communicated. Very often, we speak in
terms that are normal for us and we often believe that the person
that is hearing us is receiving the message the way we understand
it. However, there are many times when the message is not
received the way we intended. This can lead to confusion and
unfortunately a missed opportunity to get the job done correctly.
We, as brothers have a unique relationship with each other. We
all meet on the level with the understanding that we will work at
our best while having the patience to best agree on the tasks and
methods to be used so that the tasks will be accomplished
correctly. There is a strongly implied understanding that everyone
will work together to get things done correctly. Anything short of
that is not acceptable by our standards. This is a tall order to
accomplish but it is not impossible. As long as you and the brothers
you are working with are all confident that each of you is applying
your best effort to the task at hand, the team will become
exponentially stronger. With this in mind there is nothing you can’t
accomplish.
Respect, or the lack thereof, can be one of the greatest motivations
that can make or break the success of a task, project, or more
importantly the moral of a brother. Again, we as brothers have a
unique relationship with each other. We have an expectation that
we will be treated with respect both in and out of our lodges. In
fact, we have the expectation that all brothers will be treated with
this respect. Remember that statement in the Senior Warden’s
charge that says “he who is placed on the lowest spoke of fortunes
wheel may be entitled to our regard”? Well, it doesn’t matter what
your status is in social circles. What truly matters is that you are
equal to every other brother in our organization. This leads to the
implication in your obligations to pay a proper respect to those that
have earned the title of Master Mason. Above that, it is expected
that you pay a proper respect to the Master of the lodge. One of
the most obvious and important ways to do this in your lodge, is to
stand and salute your Master appropriately every time you wish to
speak. The Master of the lodge has earned that respectful address
by not only being the Master of the lodge but also by being a
Master Mason. I believe that it is these things that set us apart from
all other organizations. I also believe that we have a responsibility
to maintain the application of these ancient courtesies so that we
do not lower ourselves to the levels that our society has fallen to.
In sum, be courteous to your brothers, even when it is difficult.
Communicate so that your message is clear and understood by
the recipient. If you are the recipient, and don’t understand, ask
questions. Don’t be shy. Treat your brothers with respect. After
all is said and done, they are and will be your brothers tomorrow!

May the blessings of God rest upon us and all regular Masons.
May brotherly love prevail and every moral and social virtue
cement us.


SOUTHERN DISTRICT

RWAndré H. Faria, Jr. DDGM
What a thrill it has been for Brandt and me to be part of the Annual
Communications in the Southern District. It certainly was a
"baptism by fire" to have back-to-back Installations two nights in a
row, first at Hope Lodge and then at Charity Lodge. But the
brothers were very kind and it was a wonderful opportunity to thank
those who have served and welcome those who are new to their
positions in the officer line.
First, let me congratulate Brother James Haldeman, the Master of
Hope Lodge, No. 25. He had such a fantastic first year as Master
that his lodge decided not only to re-elect him to a second term,
but also re-elected all of his officers as well. His first year was a
challenging one as the lodge suffered significant vandalism
damage to their building. But the brothers were filled with hope,
worked through the rubble of the Temple and effected a beautiful
renovation culminating in a powerful rededication ceremony. And
now, they are off and running and its business as usual but in a
renewed and invigorated way. Congratulations to the officers of
Hope Lodge!
Second, let me congratulate Brother Michael Southern, the most
immediate Past Master of Charity Lodge, No. 23. He too had a
very busy and terrific year with so many interesting programs and
variety of fruitful labors for the lodge. Of course, he has
spearheaded Charity Lodge through their 150th Celebration. By
the time you are read this we will have celebrated with the lodge
and their brothers this momentous event in the history of the lodge.
It was also a tremendous honor to be part of Brother Randy Joslin's
installation as Master. What made the night even more special
was the presence of his son who travelled all the way from South
Carolina to be with his father during this special event. Most of
Charity's officers moved up in line and we also had a few additions.
Of special mention is the fine craftsmanship of their Senior
Warden, John Lennier who hand crafted a beautiful gavel for the
incoming Master. I am sure this is not the last time we are going
to see the operative talent of this brother.
Third, it was an honor to be with Mt. Vernon Lodge for the DDGM's
first visitation to the Southern District. Since Brandt was traveling
and unable to be present as Grand Master of Ceremonies, we
were honored to have the services of W∴Michael Northup, also a
member of Mt. Vernon Lodge, one of its Past Masters and current
Grand Master of Ceremonies for the Junior Grand Warden, filling
in. With those credentials, how could we go wrong?! Thank you
Brother Mike, for your service to the District and this great
Jurisdiction - and thank you Mt. Vernon for your hospitality.
A special word of congratulations is also owed to all of the Grand
Officers elected at our Semi-Annual Communication last month.
As our great fraternity grows, it is gratifying to see such talented
and committed men elected and willing to serve in these important
positions in our Grand Jurisdiction. The Fall Festival was also a
great success, what fun it was to be with so many to celebrate our
fraternity and the many blessings we have received.
Speaking of blessings, we are quickly approaching that time of
year when we come together in a special way as families and
friends to be grateful for the presence of so many wonderful people
in our lives. Our "Thanksgiving" started last month and continues
through this season as so many of us celebrate it in so many ways.
Our diversity while remaining one certainly is one of the reasons
that we are strong.
(continued on page 11)
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Brandt and I look forward to the Installation of officers at Franklin
Lodge in January. What a fantastic group of men who serve in this
lodge. It will be an honor to thank W∴Eric Ross for all that he has
done for the lodge and for the greater community, representing our
Fraternity with honor and distinction. It will also be a thrill to be
with the new officer line as they continue their own individual and
collective Masonic journeys together.
Finally, there is so much for all of us to be grateful for. We are
privileged to live in a country where we are tempted to take our
freedom(s) for granted. Thanks to the sacrifice of many, especially
all of our women and men of our Armed Services who have served
with distinction, continue to serve fearlessly at this moment and
those who will be inspired to serve in the future, we are able to live
in relative peace. Yet, there are so many of our sisters and
brothers who are in great need. Many live without their daily bread,
many with no roof over their heads and many who do not have the
ability to enjoy so much of what we often times take for granted. I
am proud of all the ways that our lodges come together to assist
those in need, especially during this time of the year. Yet as long
as one among us is hungry, cold, unwell, homeless or jobless, how
can we really fully enjoy what we have without giving thanks as
well as reaching out a hand in any way that we can? The most
ordinary of gestures, the most humble of contributions to any one
of our sisters and brothers in need does not go unnoticed by the
All Seeing Eye. Yet, we are inspired to give of ourselves not to be
noticed but to affirm what we already know deep in our hearts, that
it is in giving - especially of ourselves - that we truly receive.
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make light work, so please come and help if you can. Remember,
it is a duty incumbent on all men to relieve the distressed, and this
event helps many needy families in the area at a time where
families struggle just to put food on the table.
If all these charity events don’t warm your heart, the next one will.
The Metro District will be holding a second charity event – a
POLAR PLUNGE! Feel warm yet? On January 1st the district will
be participating in a polar plunge to benefit Special Olympics.
Please see our trestleboard for further details on either of these
events.
Our December Communication is going to be a special treat.
Ezekiel Bates Lodge A.F. & A.M. in Attleboro, MA meets the third
Wednesday of the month, as does St. Johns. Therefore, in
December, Ezekiel Bates will be visiting St. Johns with their District
Deputy for some fun and fellowship. This is a great opportunity to
meet more of our brothers from just over the line. During this
meeting Ezekiel Bates will open and close their meeting in MA
form during the visitation. For our January Communication, we will
be conferring the Fellow Craft degree on all available candidates.
St. Johns meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, so please
come join us.
On behalf of the Master, Wardens and Brethren of St. Johns Lodge
Providence, have a Merry Christmas, a Happy Hanukah, a joyous
holiday season, and a safe, happy and prosperous New Year, and
may we ever be mindful of the needs of others.


Washington Lodge No. 3
By: Brother, Stephen Curria, Master

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
By: Brother, Timothy L. Culhane, P.M.
St. Johns Lodge is off to a great start this year. Our September
communication featured a fascinating presentation by
R∴W∴Richard Lynch who spoke about Rhode Island’s only
officially recognized “haunted” site, and the story of Brother Peleg
Walker. It was a pleasure to hear more of Rhode Island’s “not in
the history books” history from Rick.
During our October Communication, St. Johns conferred the first
section of the Entered Apprentice degree on four candidates. The
Worshipful Master, officers and brethren presented a great first
section, only to be eclipsed by the second section, given the follow
Saturday at a special communication. Please welcome our
newest brothers when you meet them. St. Johns is proud to have
them.
As usual, December is looking busy for St. Johns and the Metro
District. The St. Johns Annual Christmas Party is scheduled for
December 9th for brothers and their guests.
4th,

The Metro District Charity Event is planned for December
featuring a Chili cook off. Please come and support this event if
you can, and bring your appetite. Contact the lodges in the Metro
District for further information on exact time and location.

St. Johns Lodge is also looking forward to our annual “order from
chaos event”. On December 17th we will be gathering at the
Scottish Rite Masonic Center to fill Christmas food baskets for the
needy. It is a huge event, and an impressive sight to see. The
event usually runs from around 6:30 to 9:00 AM. Many hands

We are off to a roaring start to our year. This past October, we
installed a new line of officers to lead us into 2017. R∴W∴Robert
Ellston our DDGM and his GMC, W∴Keith Moan, along with an allstar installing suite, presided over an evening of celebration and
laughs. I hope you all have a chance to come to Washington Lodge
and meet this fantastic group of Masons. We also have a great
class of candidates that are working their way through the degrees,
so come visit and meet our new brothers.
Things got off to a flying start as the ongoing lodge projects
continued and new ones were added on. I am very excited to say
that thanks to a very generous donation from the family of the
artist, Brother Max Muller, our Egyptian Revival Murals in our lodge
room are being cleaned, restored, and preserved. The already
awe-inspiring murals will be breathtaking! 100 years of dust,
smoke residue from cigarettes, cigars, and a coal stove, will be
removed and the stunningly vibrant colors will be revealed.
Currently, the Masonic west and eastern walls are to be cleaned
with the north and south at a later date. The work is progressing
and I invite everyone, Mason and non-Mason to come and view
these great works of art.
Washington Lodge is also pleased to be supporting a toy drive to
support a local charity. The donations will be presented on
December 16th. We are looking for new, unwrapped, toys for boys
and girls. Cash or check donations are also accepted. Donations
can be dropped off at Washington Lodge at our DDGM Visitation
on December 13th or by contacting me at 401-696-7256 to
schedule a meeting time.
We at Washington Lodge would like to extend our best wishes for
the upcoming Holiday Season. We hope to see you all in Lodge.
Safe Travels!
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Friendship Lodge No. 7
By: Brother, Trevor Humphrey
The Fall passed us in the blink of an eye, between Grand Master
visitations, District Deputy visitations, Halloween costume parties,
campfire cookouts, our Special Ladies’ Lunch, even a leaf raking
party or two, to help out a few brothers, and now just like that we
are staring down old man winter. As we head into winter,
Friendship Lodge will host our annual Wine Dinner on December
4th. As in past years we will enjoy a six-course meal with a different
wine paired with each, as well as raffles. All proceeds will go to
local home heating assistance and food pantries.
December is also the time that our small town of Chepachet hosts
the Candlelight Shopping event. This is when the local shops stay
open late on three Thursday nights to allow residents to shop for
the holiday season. Friendship Lodge uses these nights as a
chance to open our doors to the community and promote
Freemasonry by offering family events, soup, and hot
beverages. This year the events will start on December 8th with
the bell ringers. This has become a holiday tradition and quite the
sight to see. The second week on December 15th we will be
playing Christmas movies on the big screen inside the lodge as
well as on an outdoor projection screen. It is the first year we are
trying this and we hope it draws a crowd. Then on the December
22nd the third and final week we have scheduled a visit from our
brother from the North Pole to come and take pictures with all the
local boys and girls of all ages. As always, all of our events for
Candlelight Shopping are free to all. Please come share this
special time of year with us, I personally guarantee a good time.
If that wasn’t enough on December 7th we will be conferring the
Entered Apprentice Degree. We will have our regular meeting on
the December 10th with a festive program and a Yankee Swap
after the meeting. This is also the time of year that we visit our
Special Ladies and special members and deliver poinsettias
December 11th.
After all that I think the members of Friendship will need a
break. Luckily we have been planning ahead, and have
announced a Master’s trip to Portland, Maine, the weekend of
January 27th. Worshipful Grist brought this tradition back to
Friendship Lodge last year and we had a great time. Last year
some of the members and families took boats out on the sea, some
looked at tractors, some went to the local stores and explored
downtown, and many enjoyed a large craft beer festival. Happily,
all these events and more are available to us this year. If you and
yours care to take part, please contact the lodge to join us at our
special group rate.


Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
By: Brother, Roger Lepire, P.M.
Today we’ll start with the present, and then go to the past. Our
October meeting was “Step up Night’. For those who have never
heard of ‘step up night’, it occurs at our lodge in October. On that
evening all officers of the lodge move up one position, and then
they confer the EA degree on our candidates. This year Rowan
Gottschalk took the Master’s seat for the evening. Rowan put on
an exceptional degree, and so did every member of his line. If that
was an indication of the year ahead, the members are in for a great
year. I’ve never seen that degree done any better. Congratulations
Rowan.
Rowan is the Master for the coming year and W∴Jim Caouette was
the Master of this past year. Anyone who has attended an event
this past year can attest to the fact that we had a great Master. The

meetings were interesting, and the floor work always well done,
congratulations W∴Jim. Congratulations are also due to
R∴W∴Robert Ellston. Bob was not only at all meetings, but also
closed most of them. This allowed our Entered Apprentice, and
Fellow Craft to remain and see the lodge closings. He also
motivated our newest members and indeed all of us, to have a
better appreciation of Masonry. Thanks for all you do Bob!
Now it’s time to take a look at our lodge decades ago. When we
speak of the history of a lodge we think of the lodge in general. But
it’s interesting to think of the changes the members and officers of
the lodge have gone through. When I came in 25 years ago and I
heard stories about how close the members were 15 years earlier.
So, I sat with Jim Robinson who was Master in 1975 and 1976 and
picked his brain. Jim attested to the fact that the members and
their wives were indeed closer than today.
Since I came in we have always had family meals at the lodge
such as pasta and meatballs and corned beef and cabbage every
year just to mention a few. After weekly rehearsals the officers stay
around and eat hot dogs etc. It’s nice and the members enjoy each
other’s company.
Jim tells me that “back in the day” the lodge held two dances.
There was a Spring dance that was kind of informal, and a Fall
dance that was more-dressy. The Fall dance was to thank the
ladies for putting up with the husband being away so often. For 19
years Chuck Henry Sr. also held a yearly week-end get away. The
first was to Treasure Island in Webster Mass. They had intended
to go there again the next year, but three days before they were
scheduled to go, the motel they had reservations at burned down.
Seven couples went the first year. This grew over the years and
by the 19th year there were about 40 people attending. They never
went much further than an hour away from the lodge. The
members and wives naturally got to know each other better. But
as they say, that was a different time and it would be difficult to do
these things today.
I got some great stories from Jim about how different the
rehearsals were as far as what the officers did after rehearsals.
The officers even took a yearly trip to Block Island. There were
also traditions that they had prior to Grand Lodge Meetings. Space
does not allow me to put it all in this issue, but I will continue this
next issue. As well as any news that would interest the members.
See you next issue, the Good Lord willing.


Harmony Lodge No. 9
By: Brother, Michael A. Cunningham, Master
With the crisp autumn weather upon us, Harmony Lodge is back
into the full swing of supporting a busy Masonic calendar. W∴Al
Anton hosted a “Ladies at the Table” dinner in late September to
recognize and thank the ladies associated with the Lodge for their
support and encouragement of our fraternal activities. This is
always a nice evening, even though it takes at least 3 to 4 toasts
to get the protocol down correctly....”with honor”!
The Lodge participated in several activities in the Fall, giving its
members several opportunities to enjoy fraternal activities and
friendship. Harmony was well-represented at Ionic and
Manchester Lodges’ annual communications, and we congratulate
W∴Kevin Williams and W∴Stephen Barnabe in ascending to the
Oriental East. We are looking forward to working with both of you
over the next year. The Lodge also attended a formal visitation to
Fidelity Chapter, Order of DeMolay, and was warmly received by
Master Councilor Armando Barragan-Tovar and his officers. It was
( continued on page 13)
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obvious to everyone in attendance that the boys have put
considerable effort into their ritual work. An offer was extended by
Fidelity Chapter to volunteer wait staffing services at Harmony’s
annual communication in November was also graciously
accepted.
In mid-October, the Lodge participated in the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation (JDRF) charity walk, with an enthusiastic
group of walkers, although the cool weather may have contributed
to the quick pace! Harmony Lodge has supported this event for
several years, thanks in large part to the efforts of W∴Steve
Charron, and Brothers, James DiBiasio and Pat Connor.
Harmony’s partnership with the Purvis family helped contribute to
their $5000 fundraising goal.
A recent lodge highlight was undoubtedly the occasion where
Brother Rolvin Allen was presented with a certificate
commemorating his 70 years in the Craft. Several members of
Harmony Lodge accompanied R∴W∴Doug Grant our DDGM and
R∴W∴Ken Poyton, JGW to Brother Allen’s home, where the
certificate was presented and an informal get-together was
enjoyed by all.
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especially since we have an opportunity to be more mindful of the
needs of others during the holiday season, which can be a difficult
time for some of us. To the members of Harmony Lodge, please
plan to participate in these activities as much as you are able.
Finally, as we enjoy and celebrate the holiday season, Harmony
Lodge wishes all brethren, family, and friends, a Merry Christmas,
Happy Hanukkah, and a prosperous New Year. We are very
fortunate to have the blessings we enjoy, and the holiday season
reminds us that the practice of faith, hope and charity should be
central to our everyday activities.


Franklin Lodge No. 20
By: Brother, Eric B. Ross, Master
Franklin Lodge has been busy getting out in the community and
has taken advantage of several opportunities to interact with the
Westerly community. Thanks to the efforts of several brothers we
marched in the annual Columbus Day parade, along with Westerly
Assembly No. 7 Rainbow Girls and the Grand Worth Advisor, Miss
Morgan Grace. It was a great day, and the brothers enjoyed the
sun-filled 3-mile stroll through two states. It was something to hear
so many people say “Look the Masons” as we passed!
For our October meeting, we were pleased to host representatives
from Masonicare at Mystic. We were also present for the
dedication of the cornerstone at Masonicare by the Grand Lodge
of Connecticut in August. It is prudent to be informed, to the extent
possible, about things with the Masonic brand in case people ask,
and the team from Masonicare provided the brothers with an
overview of the facility, the services and price structure.
Finally, we were honored to host, along with Charity Lodge No. 23,
a luncheon in honor of our special ladies. M∴W∴Steven T.
McGuire our Grand Master had a work commitment, but was well
represented by Lady Maureen and R∴W∴Elliot R. Green, GMC,
who reminded all assembled of the role our ladies play in ensuring
we are able to participate in Freemasonry to the maximum extent
possible. The Grand Master was able to stop by later for a few
minutes to pass his own greetings and admiration to the ladies

Brother Rovin Allen (center) is presented a certificate celebrating his 70 years
of membership in Freemasonry

The Fall season coincides with Harmony Lodge’s planning of its
next Masonic year. Step-up night was held in October, where
those in attendance witnessed yours truly nervously conduct
business for the evening. More importantly, this meeting provided
the occasion for the Class of 2016 to demonstrate their proficiency
in the Master Mason degree and sign the bylaws of the lodge.
Welcome to Harmony, gentlemen!
Harmony Lodge will again hold its getaway weekend, this time in
Groton, CT, from February 17-19, 2017. This social weekend is
open to anyone in the Grand Jurisdiction who would like to attend.
Cost is $280 per couple and additional details are available at
www.harmony9.org or by contacting any lodge officer. This is
always a great time so please plan to participate!
Looking forward, several activities are planned during the
Christmas season with our extended Masonic family, including the
annual lodge banquet on December 3rd, home visits to our special
ladies and infirm brothers, as well as the Children’s Christmas
Party on December 10th, and our ladies Christmas luncheon on
December 17th. Please visit www.harmony9.org for additional
details. Harmony looks forward to these events every year,

We confered the Master Mason degree during our November
meeting. For our December meeting, we are looking forward to a
program on the great Scottish poet and Freemason, Brother
Robert Burns. We will also celebrate the contributions of Scotland
to the world, particularly its fine spirits. January brings our Annual
Communication, which will be semi-public event. We are looking
forward to R∴W∴Andre Faria’s installation, having observed his
amazing work at our sister lodges in October.
Lastly, December brings the RI PBS premiere of “Our Town,
Westerly” on December 7th. Franklin Lodge sponsored the
program, and has placed a spot at the end of the program to
educate and illuminate the presence of Freemasonry in the State
of Rhode Island. The spot is ten seconds in length, so we elected
to provide the website to the Grand Lodge as a link to those men
who are interested in asking further questions about Freemasonry.
We are grateful to any who are willing to contribute to offsetting the
$1500.00 cost of this sponsorship, and are thankful to those who
already have.


Charity Lodge No. 23

By: WMichael Southern, Master
It has been my privilege to be Master of Charity Lodge during this,
our 150th year. Each and every opportunity has been taken to
acknowledge our 150-year history. As a philosophy for the year I
focused on the Masters task of “setting the Craft at work and giving
(continued on page 14)
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them proper instruction” in its most literal meaning, the work of
improving ritual and learning the form and function of the lodge.
We had candidates to work with this year, our own and as courtesy
degrees. These candidates had enthusiasm for the Craft, and
have taken upon themselves learning and engagement beyond
anything I could teach. All my officers this year have worked as
hard as I – if not harder – to improve their skills and knowledge.

Individuals represent the lodge well and will be remembered just
as much for personal appearance as for a group effort. We travel
to meet brothers, and to learn about the Craft in ways that we
cannot do from a book.
Our last event of the year was 150th Anniversary Dinner which was
held on November 12th and was a resounding success. It
concluded the year and set the path for the next 150 years.

The activities of Charity Lodge this anniversary year have included
a newsletter redesign, the time capsule opening, scholarship
dinners, Christmas Day dinner, and fundraising for the Bristol
Veteran’s Home. We also conferred the “Master Mason Degree in
the Woods” along with moths. We celebrated the conferring of our
Charter in May 1866 at R∴W∴Douglas J. Grant’s Visitation to
Charity Lodge along with a 150th year history program. and at
R∴W∴Andre Faria’s “Welcome to the District BBQ”. We hosted
Collegivm Luminosvm’s meeting in June. We have hosted brother
Masons from more than 50% of all Lodges in Rhode Island and
have welcomed brothers from New Hampshire, Vermont,
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Virginia, Tennessee
and New York. I have taken great pleasure in meeting on the level
each and every visitor from newest Entered Apprentices to Grand
Masters and learned from them the strengths that bind us all.
We have represented Charity Lodge throughout the State at other
lodges including; St. Paul’s No. 14, St John’s No. 1, Ionic No. 28,
Hope No. 25, Franklin No. 20, Roger Williams No. 32, Redwood
No. 35, Daylight No. 48, Manchester No. 12, Harmony No. 9,
Friendship No.7, Mt Moriah No. 8, St Andrews No.39, St Albans
No.6, Mt Vernon No. 4, Morning Star No. 13, Overseas No. 40,
and Collegivm Luminosvm, and at lodges in Massachusetts and
Connecticut.
I represented Charity Lodge at five Grand Master Visitations, 8
DDGM Visitations including four in the District, Most Worshipful
Grand Master Raymond E. Hassell’s Testimonial Dinner, the
Grand Lodge Fall Festival and the Grand Lodge Annual
Communication. Together with secretary W∴Russ Lorenson I
represented the lodge at Chariho High School Awards Night.
I’ve had it easy. I’ve had good officers, no brother has passed on,
and candidates have appeared and been ready to learn. The really
hard work of running the building and the financial affairs of our
lodge have been handled efficiently, as they always are, by
brothers who actually know what they’re doing.
That we as a lodge have been able to improve and deliver good
work this year is due to the work of all officers, and the sharp
diligence of R∴W∴John R. Anderson and R∴W∴Carl Richard, for
whom I also thank along with W∴Russ Lorenson and M∴W∴Skip
Hallstrom Jr. PGM for their advice and counsel during the year.
I had some recommendations for the next year:
Keep finding ways to engage members. Every member
new and old has their unique strength and a lodge depends on
participation to keep brothers motivated and engaged and to be
confident about recommending our lodge to new candidates.
We designed a rolling 3-year officer plan to make sure we
focused on the right ritual training and preparation, but we didn’t
focus so much on filling the positions. My recommendation is
ongoing, focus on learning the Craft and presenting ourselves and
the lodge excellently as Masons. Excellence creates interest and
enthusiasm. Officer positions will take care of themselves as old
and new members develop interest.
Every officer (of every lodge) should travel to as many
lodges as they can. Don’t worry about doing it as a group.

Thank you to everybody who joined us in lodge this year, we were
richer for it.


Ionic Lodge No. 28
By: Brother, Kevin Williams
Ionic Lodge held its semi-public installation on October 1st. Thanks
to all who helped to make it a success. In addition to holding my
first meeting as Master, a number of us spent October and
November travelling to visit our brothers in our local area. We
travelled to the Southern District to Charity Lodge in Kenyon and
to the Central District to Manchester Lodge in Coventry for their
respective Annual Communications and installations.
In November, we continued our travels in the Central District to the
DDGM Visitation at Manchester lodge, to Daylight Lodge and
Harmony Lodge for their respective Annual Communications. We
had a great time sharing in their celebrations and look forward to
continued fellowship in the coming year.
Saturday, December 10th will be our Annual Christmas celebration
at the Coventry Men’s Club. If you’d like to join us for food, fun,
and fellowship please visit our website at www.ionic28.org for
details. Call Junior Warden W∴Charles Wilkinson for reservations
at 401-397-6071.
Our EA degree is scheduled for January 7th for 2 candidates. The
lodge will open at 7:00 PM with dinner at 6:00 PM, all are welcome.
Please come out to support our officers and join us for the work of
the evening.
Looking ahead, in February we will be hosting our DDGM visitation
and Officer Forum. Please come and support R∴W∴Douglas J.
Grant for his 2nd visitation to the Central District.


Jenks Lodge No. 24
By: Brother, Jason Rainone
The next few months will be quite busy for Jenks Lodge and we
hope you can find the time to join us at one or more of our
upcoming events. In concert with the Metro District charity events,
Jenks Lodge will be hosting a Chili Cookoff on December 4th. We
(continued on page 15)
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invite all chefs with a knack for a good pot of chili to come and vie
for the trophy. Just bring enough to share and a list of ingredients.
Tickets for anyone attending will be $5.00 and the event is open to
Masons and non-Masons alike. Proceeds will be combined with
the proceeds from the 2nd district charity event, a Penguin Plunge
to take place on New Year’s Day at Noon at Wheeler Beach.
Registration for the plunge is at 11:00 AM. Proceeds from both
charity events will benefit the Special Olympics. For more
information on either of these events, please email the lodge
secretary.
It is that time of year again, and in anticipation of our Annual
Communication on January 7th we will be holding our end of the
year “officer’s step-up night” at our communication on December
26th. For our January stated communication, we will be having a
brief program honoring all the Past Masters of Jenks Lodge.
Please join us in paying tribute to all those who have lead our lodge
throughout the past 150 years.
And, in celebrating that historic milestone, Jenks Lodge is planning
its gala 150th Anniversary Celebration at Slater Mill on Saturday,
March 25th. The event will include a gourmet dinner, music and
dancing, historic reenactors for a bit of period specific flavor and
various speaking programs by the officers of Jenks Lodge. Please
plan ahead, as tickets will be extremely limited. Tickets will go on
sale beginning in December. Look for the Jenks Lodge member
traveling to a lodge near you to purchase your tickets.


Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
By: WJonathan Snowman, Master

October 8, 2016 was an evening I will never forget and is an early
highlight as my year as Worshipful Master. The Grand Master
visited the Northern Masonic District at Roger Williams No. 32 in
‘grand’ fashion. While I do not have an official count of members
present, but it was in excess of 100 brethren. All Districts were
well represented and there were even brethren from the
jurisdictions of Massachusetts and Connecticut.
The presentation for the evening was from an editor from the
Providence Journal, Edward Achorn. He discussed the history of
professional baseball in Rhode Island, and what a history this
small state has. To say the presentation was home run would be
an understatement.

I would like to personally thank every Brother who visited Roger
Williams Lodge for the Grand Master’s Visitation. I would also like
to thank all the Past Masters who were able to attend. 

Lafayette Lodge No. 47
By: Brother, Robert Lyle, P.M.
Worshipful Master Stephen Acello has decided that this
Masonic year at Lafayette Lodge he is going to have programs
based on the “Seven Liberal Arts and Science”. He started off with
the November meeting with the discipline “Rhetoric”. We were all
captivated by the guest speaker the Rev. Roger Williams who
shared with us the early history of our state. The evening was
extremely educational as well very amusing. Everyone seemed to
enjoy the evening.
Our December 7th meeting we will be entertained by the
Cumberland High School Cleft singers. This is an annual tradition
that allows the local high school chorus to come and give us their
first Christmas Holiday Performance. It helps to put us in a festive
mood for the upcoming Holidays, and as you know “Music” is one
of the Seven Liberal Arts, so it is a continuation of
W∴Acello's theme for the year.
The meeting on January 4th will be on the Providence Jewelry
Museum. This will show case the importance of Providence as a
center of jewelry craftsmanship .
Lafayette Lodge Saints John's Night will be observed on Saturday
night December 10th. Our District Deputy R∴W∴Robert Palazzo
will be our host for the evening. So please join us in our annual
tribute to the Holy Saints John.
Lafayette Lodge’s Breakfast is always the third Saturday of each
month from 7:00 – 10:00 AM. The cost is $8.00 for adults and
$5.00 for Children under 10.
Brother if you need a ride to lodge please call the Master or the
Wardens. If you have not been to lodge, please come and visit, we
miss you and we need you.
Wishing You and Yours a Wonderful Christmas, or Hanukkah
Season from the brothers of Lafayette Lodge.
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The RI Freemason is published 6 times a
year based on the Masonic Calendar of
the Grand Master's year, which runs from
May to May.

________________________________________________________________

From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue. Unfortunately, we did not
have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate, I have saved the material for
our next issue. As a reminder please submit your material for future issues before the
deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis. As the deadline approaches there
is less and less space available and your material may not be published if received on or
after the deadline date.
A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions;

The issues will be published as follows:
JUNE/JULY
Deadline: May 1st
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Deadline: July 1st
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Deadline: September 1st







Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files
Please no PDF files, they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first serve
basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

Fraternally,
Brother, Richard Lynch
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Deadline: November 1st
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MWLeon C. Knudsen, PGM
WGerald T. Plemmons
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Contact: Michael Barboza 401-435-4650
Publisher: Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
Address: 222 Taunton Ave.
East Providence, RI 02914
Managing Editor: Carl Willi
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Grand Master’s
Official Visitations
February 2, 2017 ---- Mother Lodge
Mount Vernon No. 4
March 10, 2017 ---- Central District
Manchester Lodge No. 12

MEETING

March 14, 2017 ---- Southern District
Franklin Lodge No. 20

Rhode Island Freemason
Average Total Copies: 3417
Single Issue nearest filing date: 3300
Mailed outside county, paid subscriptions,
exchange copies, (average): 2082
Mailed in County, paid subscriptions: 1066
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March 28, 2017 ---- Special Visitation
Collegivm Lvminsvm
at Franklin Lodge No. 20
April 11, 2017 ---- East Bay District
Washington Lodge No. 3

A Masonic Town Hall Meeting has
been called by the Grand Master
Saturday, December 3, 2016
9:00 AM
Grand Lodge Building
Masters and Wardens of all lodges
are encouraged to attend.

Every piece of marble has a statue in it waiting to be released
by a man of sufficient skill to chip away the unnecessary
parts. Just as the sculptor is to marble, so is education to the
soul. It releases it. For only educated men are free men. You
cannot create a statue by smashing the marble with a
hammer, and you cannot by force of arms release the spirit of
the soul of man.
Confucius

All brothers including
Entered Apprentice and Fellow Craft
are invited to also attend.
Please come share your ideas and concerns regarding
the Craft and how we can better improve our fraternity
in Rhode Island.

A continental breakfast will be
provided.

_____________________________________________________________________

Tolerance
By: Brother, Phil Pierce
Dallas Lodge No. 182
Now and then I guess we all pause for a
few minutes to think about how Masonry
has affected us. I can only speak for
myself, but I know in my heart that
Masonry - the whole of it - from my very
first entrance into a Lodge to the
Fellowship and Friendships that have
developed, the many activities it has
afforded me, the beauty and grace of the
ritual - has made a better man of me, has
uplifted my spirits at low times, and has
unquestionably been a positive influence
on my life.
The virtues it teaches, and which are
ours to learn, are the very best virtues a
man can possess. Each Degree has
more lessons. It is a progressive
Science. Striving to fulfill those lessons
and virtues makes us better men.
It troubles me, however, that as I reflect
on the many virtues that Freemasonry
emphasizes, I have come to realize that
there is one virtue which Freemasonry
has glaringly omitted. Oh, I realize that
there are some words that represent
laudable virtues that are absent from our
ritual but that are covered by other words.
Words like “honesty”, which I don’t recall
having seen or heard in the Work, but a
word whose concept is inherently present
in other words that are used from the very
First Degree. But no, this virtue of which
I speak is not a concept that other words
represent.
I’m speaking of Tolerance.
By Tolerance is meant not just the
endurance or respectful acceptance of
others’ religious or spiritual views, or their
opinions and lifestyles and socioeconomic status. True Tolerance is an
attitude of genuine permissiveness. I
believe that most of us would agree that
Tolerance is a Moral Virtue worthy of our
acceptance and practice.
Why then is Tolerance absent from the
moral
framework
that
defines
Freemasonry? Perhaps its omission was
not merely an oversight by the ritualists
and symbolists of long ago who forged
and shaped our Masonry. A careful
search of the Bible will reveal that storied
instances of Intolerance are far more
prevalent than those of tolerance. God is
portrayed in many books of the Bible,
especially in the Old Testament, as a
vengeful and intolerant god. Joshua and
I Samuel, as well as Deuteronomy and

Leviticus and other books of the Bible,
illustrate this point dramatically and often.
Tolerance is perhaps touched on in
Ephesians 4:2. However, the principle of
Tolerance was clearly not one of the
great teachings of the Old Testament for whatever reason.

Perhaps the very concept of Tolerance is
recent. It seems that Tolerance first
became a major social issue in the West
in conjunction with religious persecution.
That was one of the major themes of the
Reformation and many still think of
Tolerance in religious terms only. But
Tolerance goes way beyond acceptance
of others’ religious views. It is a respect
for
and
acceptance
of
others’
nationalities, religions, political views,
lifestyles, and opinions. It is not a
surrender of our values, but rather a
respect of others’. It is not a sign of
weakness, but rather a sign of an
individual’s strength.
Maybe it is because our Masonic
ancestors based so much of what we
know as Freemasonry today on the
writings and concepts contained in the
Old Testament, (which absolutely did not
dwell on the concept of Tolerance) that
Tolerance was not included in that moral
framework of our institution.
There may be and probably are other
reasons. But it is a fact that Tolerance is
a word not heard within our rituals. Nor
are there any allegorical, veiled
references to it that I can find. I have
searched and come up wanting.
Be that as it may, we as Freemasons
know that we cannot point our fingers at
others and condemn them for their lack
of tolerance, while we don’t practice and
TEACH it ourselves. That is hypocrisy of
the first order. If we, each of us, are to
add to the luster of Freemasonry, we
must be a shining beacon of that high
moral goodness that accepts each man
for who and what he is inside.
The state of Perfection has not been
reached in any Science or Art. Nor
should we expect that it ever will be.
Neither has Freemasonry. Freemasonry
and Freemasons must constantly strive
for that which is Good and Just, and
Honorable among men in the age in
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which they live. Doing so often places us
at odds with popular opinion. But a
Mason knows in his heart what is right,
and just, and fair. Gaining that
awareness is part of the Masonic
journey. How we come to realize this and
other Truths cannot be written. That is
the pure genius of Freemasonry. It has
always been so.
No one man speaks for Freemasonry. It
is we, collectively, who must speak for it,
through our individual actions, and our
teachings, and our core beliefs. If Freemasonry is not seen by ourselves and
others as a bastion of Tolerance, as it is
today of Brotherly Love, Charity,
Temperance, and other virtues - if it does
not proudly unfurl its banner of Tolerance
and recognize and teach the poisonous
divisiveness of Intolerance - its emblem
of Morality will forever be stained by its
timidity and meekness, and its intolerant
nature.

The public sees Freemasonry in each of
us. The average non-Mason probably
meets and gets to know maybe 5 men
whom they know to be a Mason. We owe
it to them, but much more importantly to
ourselves, to uphold and practice, as our
God gives us the strength, the very
highest standards of morality.
Brothers: Consider Tolerance!
As our departed Brother and Reverend
T.M. Harris once said of our Order: “Its
laws are reason and equity; its principles
benevolence and love; and its religion
purity and truth; its intention is peace on
earth; and its disposition good-will toward
men.” Let us continue to represent in our
daily words and actions this lofty
description of our Beloved Fraternity. 

Brother Phil Pearce is
Director of Masonic Education
Dallas Masonic Lodge No. 182
Dallas, GA 30157
www.dallasmasoniclodge182.org
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Veteran’s Day
November 11, 2016
A remembrance of those
who paid the ultimate
sacrifice.

And a tribute to the
Men and Woman
who have served, and
continue to protect our
Country
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue
East Providence, RI 02914-4556
Telephone: 401-435-4650
Fax: 401-435-4423
Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org
rifreemason@rimasons.org
Web Site: www.rimasons.org
Grand Lodge Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM

Robert J. Allen
Medical Equipment
Distribution Center

One of our obligations as Masons is to help those in need, especially a fellow brother or his family. The Medical Equipment
Distribution Center does this in ways that are truly inspiring. In this troubled economy, many are without proper medical
insurance or insurance of any kind. Because of sickness or unemployment, those in need of hospital beds, wheelchairs,
walkers, etc. would not be able to obtain these without the help of our services! Everyone we deal with is most grateful for
the services we offer, free of charge too Mason or non-Mason. We also accept donations of all types of equipment, make
pickups, and deliveries. We move a lot of equipment but have one great shortage, YOU!
We need some youth and some strength! Can your lodge find just one brother to donate just 3 hours of their time on a
Friday morning to give us a hand? I assure you it will be a rewarding experience.
For more information contact MWRobert Allen, PGM on the Medical Equipment Center cell phone at 401-451-0184 or at
401-246-0865. You can also email us at rifreemason@rimasons.org. It is important that we know you are coming so that
we can schedule pickups, deliveries and maintenance work accordingly. Your help will be greatly appreciated.
If you know of someone in need or has equipment they would like to donate, let us know and we will make the arrangements
and pickup if necessary. Tax-deductible charitable receipts are available on most pieces of larger equipment.
We are located at the second entrance gate at the Masonic-Shrine Youth
Park at 116 Long Avenue in the Buttonwoods section of Warwick.

