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Grand Master’s Message
explained that, when an American Flag is retired the stars are cut
out and saved, they are then placed in a small, clear plastic
envelope with the words “Thank you for Your Service” written on it
and given to a veteran that he or she may ever thereafter carry it
in his or her pocket as a permanent reminder that their service is
appreciated. I had never seen this presentation before and was
quite impressed. It was obvious that the brothers who received
these were equally impressed. Thank You, Worshipful Euga!

Brother Stephen T. McGuire
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Hello Brethren,
It’s hard to believe my first month as Grand Master has elapsed
but RWRick Lynch is “gently” prodding me for my message to
be published in this edition of the RI FREEMASON.
I would like to mention some things Maureen and I have attended
and enjoyed in this past month. So in basically chronological order:
May 23rd Annual Communication is a day I will never forget. From
the start of the day, sitting as MWRay Hassel’s Deputy Grand
Master until the day ended, I felt like I was walking on a cloud. The
installation was awesome and MWDennis Pothier’s
introduction made me wonder if he was really talking about me.
MWRichard Sokoll and RWGary Kaufman installed Elliott
and I, as well as the rest of the Grand Lodge officers with dignity
and distinction. Thank you!
The Grand Lodge banquet was an event I’ll always cherish. It was
truly wonderful to have so many family, friends, brothers and their
families together at Rhodes. Brother James Rapson did his usual
great job as emcee of the event and everything seemed to fall into
place. There were many highlights of the evening for me but 2
really stand out:
After presenting flowers to Elliott’s wife Lynn, my sister Cindy, my
Mom Joan, my daughter-in-law Tiffany and Maureen, my grandson
Kyle asked, “Grampa, what about the rest of the girls?”.
I totally enjoyed several of our lovely Grand Lodge Ladies inviting
me onto the dance floor too “Sweet Caroline” - that was fun!
We attended Charity Lodge’s 150th Anniversary party and had a
great time. As is usually the case at Charity Lodge, there was
more than enough good food. Worshipful Mike Southern did his
homework on the history of the lodge and spoke eloquently of its’
past. I was able to point out that a Charity Lodge in Pennsylvania
celebrated its’ 190th anniversary in 2013 so our Charity lodge is not
the nations’ oldest. That said, Charity lodge in Maryland is
planning to celebrate their 150th anniversary in May of 2018.
Worshipful Mike and I are planning on attending, you are all
welcome to join us.
A few of us attended the Prince Hall Annual Communication and
that was truly a nice evening. The highlight was provided by the
acting Master of Overseas Lodge, WDale Euga. Worshipful
Dale approached the Grand East and asked if he could address
the veterans in the room. On given permission to do so WEuga

We attended the steak-fry at Friendship Lodge and enjoyed
wonderful company and dining. Elliott won the door prize so I
inherited a few nice cigars! I may take him more places. For those
of you who are unaware, at Friendship’s Annual in September,
Trevor Humphrey will assume the East. Not only is he an Eagle
Scout but both of next year’s Wardens at Friendship will be Eagle
Scouts as well. The top 3 officers of a lodge being Eagle Scouts is
a rarity. Friendship Lodge and the Grand Lodge should be
extremely proud of this accomplishment. Along the same lines,
we have created a new certificate of recognition for all Eagle
Scouts, to be presented at their awards ceremony, citing how
proud the Freemasons of Rhode Island are of them. If you know
any young man who is about to receive this prestigious honor
please notify the Grand Lodge so we can be sure to attend,
recognize and congratulate him.
On June 26th we had a tremendous turnout for our Grand Lodge
St. Johns Sunday church service at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church.
We had approximately 100 brothers present and 15 – 20 ladies.
We had a nice parade, led and escorted by Knights Templar from
St. John’s No. 1, Calvary No. 13, and Holy Sepulcher
Commanderies. The church service was wonderful and the
parishioners of St. Luke’s presented a tasty collation, and
everyone had a great day. This is what Masonry is all about.
As a final note I would not be doing my job if I didn’t mention that
the position of Grand Marshal not only deserves, it demands
respect. Therefore, I strongly urge you to refrain from the
prolonged “RRRRRs” when RWElliott R. Greene is
introduced as a Grand Lodge officer while he is serving as Grand
Marshal.
Sincerely and fraternally,

Stephen T. McGuire
Grand Master
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How To Keep Them Down On The Farm!
By: M∴W∴Dennis W. Pothier, PGM
The Cost Farm is the playground every year for the York Rite
Grand Chapter annual picnic. This year’s event was held on June
18th with perfect weather. Companion Cliff Cost has a large
amount of acreage that serves as the setting to all who attend this
annual event. It not only provides a wonderful setting for a picnic
but there are many interesting assets that keep you coming back.
The families that attend are treated to a small animal area with
ducks, chickens, a pig and peacocks. There is a barrel train for
the children and a playground reminiscent to the 1950’s that the
kids and adults alike, totally enjoy. Volleyball and horseshoes
teams tend to lead to competitive sport. The many volunteers who
provide the food and refreshment make for an exceptional day.
Oh! Let us not forget the hay ride that takes you through a woodsy
setting around the many acres he has cleared that provide a very
serene setting.
This well-kept secret comes alive with more participants every
year. If you have not attended this great picnic you are missing a
most splendid day. Come out to the farm and enjoy as all of us
do, a day of friendship and refreshment with your family and I will
take your children on the best train ride in Rhode Island. Look for
next year’s flyer ---- DON’T MISS OUT!

York Rite Unity Night
Rhode Island and Massachusetts
Newly made Brothers and Worldly Brothers! Have you heard
about Chapter, Council, Commandery, Royal Arch, or the real
Lost Word? Are you not sure what it is all about? Then this
night is for you! Be our guest and find out…..
Cliff fires up the old faithful tractor with the hay wagon in tow and a full
load of hay to take the companions and their families on a scenic tour
of the farm.

Friday, September 30, 2016
6:00 PM Social Time
6:30 PM Dinner
7:30 Further Light
Collation to Follow
Masonic Temple
50 Pleasant Street, Pawtucket, RI
Dress: Jacket and Tie
Dinner:
Master Mason guests no charge.
York Rite Masons $10.00
For reservations Contact any Chapter Secretaries or Grand
Secretary, John A. Lawson, III.
Telephone: 401-934-0296 Email: jalawsoniii@gmail.com

Deadline to register is:
September 22, 2016
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By: RWKenneth Poyton, JGW
Many have said it before… “I hope the
time I donate to the CHIP program is a
waste of time.” We all agree that this is
something we hope families will never
have to use. However, the information
that we gather can be useful, if ever
needed.

Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
Grand Master’s 2017 Cruise
Join M.W.G.M. Stephen T. McGuire aboard the Celebrity Silhouette
January 22, 2017
Sailing to the Western Caribbean

Itinerary
Sun. 22
Mon. 23
Tue. 24
Wed. 25
Thu. 26
Fri. 27
Sat. 28
Sun. 29

Jan. 2017
Jan. 2017
Jan. 2017
Jan. 2017
Jan. 2017
Jan. 2017
Jan. 2017
Jan. 2017

Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Cococay, Bahamas
At Sea
Cozumel, Mexico
George Town, Grand Cayman
Falmouth, Jamaica
At Sea
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Balcony Cabins from $999*
Other categories available

Contact: Bro. Bob Knott
Telephone: 401-667-7979
Email: rknott@cruisebrothers.com
*Based on double occupancy and include port charges.
Taxes and fees additional.

8:00 AM

04:30 PM
05:00 PM

Boarding
Tendered

07:00 AM
10:30 AM
07:30 AM

04:00 PM
06:30 PM
03:30 PM

Docked
Tendered
Docked

07:00 AM

Book and Pick TWO of
The following amenities

While we recognize that each and
every one of us is busy, we could use
your help. I have said it many times
over that if each brother donated just 4
hours a year, we would have more than
enough to run the program. This year,
we have made it easier than ever to
register to donate your time to each
event. All you need to do is go to
www.rimasons.org and look at the diary
dates, or the calendar, for an upcoming
CHIP event. If you see a date that
works with your schedule, click on the
date and you will come to a landing
page for that event. On that page, you
will see that there is now a box that
allows you to volunteer electronically.
This information will come directly to
me to keep track of. If you have a few
hours that, hopefully, will not be a waste
of time, we could use your help. 

$300 OBC
Drink Package
Pre-paid Gratuities
Internet Package

Informational Meeting
for the
Grand Master’s Cruise

We need your help!
The Grand Lodge is looking to digitize and place in “Rolls” the complete
membership records of all RI Masons going back to 1749.
We are looking for several volunteer brothers who can give 3-5 hours per week
of their time to enter membership data from our old card file system into our
“Rolls” membership program. This work is taking place at the Grand Lodge
Library and is coordinated by WMark Eddleston
Please contact Mark at rollsarchives@rimasons.org to volunteer your time or if
you have questions.

This informational meeting for the
cruise is open to anyone interested in
learning more about it or for those that
have already signed up. Find out more
about the islands we will be going to,
who is signed up, what to expect
onboard etc.
Bob Knott, a fellow Mason, is our
cruise contact person. He will be there
to answer any and all questions. We
hope to see you there!
The meeting will be held on September
18, 2016 at 3:00 PM at Grand Lodge.
Light refreshments will be served.
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Call of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
for the State of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations
Brethren:
The Semi-Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted
Masons for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue,
East Providence, Rhode Island

Saturday, November 19, 2016
For the election of officers and the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it. Grand Lodge will open
promptly at 1:00 o’clock P.M. Masters and Wardens, or their proxies, are required to attend in business suits and to wear
their official jewels.
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
MASONIC GRAND LODGE CHARITIES OF RHODE ISLAND, INC.

Saturday, November 19, 2016
During Grand Lodge Semi-Annual Meeting at approximately 2:00 o’clock P.M. in
Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, East Providence, Rhode Island
Annual Reports of the Chairman, Treasurer and election of new members of the Board of Managers.
Attest:

Signed:

Carl B. Willi.

Stephen T. McGuire

Carl B. Willi
Grand Secretary

Stephen T. McGuire
Grand Master

Masters and Wardens of Subordinate Lodges only are entitled to send proxies who must be members of the same Lodge.
CONSTITUTION, Article VII, SECTION 1.7.5: It is the duty of each Subordinate Lodge to be represented at Communications
of the Grand Lodge by its Master and the Wardens or by their proxies.
Printed proxy forms have been furnished to each lodge in the Jurisdiction, one of which will be filled in and signed by the
officer who is appointing the proxy (who must be a member of the same lodge and who shall be entitled to all the rights and
privileges of his constituent, except that of taking rank in the Grand Lodge.) The proxy form will also carry the seal of the
lodge.
International Police Square Club
RI Chapter No. 1
9th Annual Above and Beyond Award
By: MWBradford L. Barco, PGM

The 9th Annual Steak-Fry was held at the Frontenac Club, on Main
Street in West Warwick, on Friday evening, May 6, 2016 for the
purpose of awarding the “Above and Beyond the Call of Duty
Award” and as a fundraiser for our various charities such as the
CHIP Program and the Scottish Rite Dyslexia Center.
As usual, it was a great evening for the brothers and our
wives/guests to enjoy ourselves. This year there were over 100 in
attendance to participate in the congratulatory event and witness
the award ceremony. Social hour was at 6:00 PM followed by
dinner at 7:00.
Following the great steak-fry dinner,
MWBradford L. Barco, president of the International Police
Square Club and president of the RI Chapter opened the festivities
and gave his welcoming remarks. MWBarco spoke briefly
about the RI Chapter and the several charities we support and

especially their award program for “Above and Beyond the Call of
Duty”. He then introduced this year’s award recipient from the
Cranston Police Department, officer Brenton Medeiros.
On two occasions, just days apart, Officer Medeiros proved his
dedication to his vocation and to the public as he saved the lives
of individuals who otherwise would have had a very sorrowful
ending.
As reported by WPRI 12 - Eyewitness News:
“On March 25, 2015, an off-duty Cranston police officer on his way
in for work late Tuesday night spotted a burning vehicle near I-195.
Crews responded to the scene of a vehicle crash into a guardrail
on North Hull Street in East Providence around 11:20 PM. 0fficer
Brenton Medeiros pulled over, climbed down an embankment and
jumped over a six-foot fence to reach the car on the dead end
street. A 70-year-old driver was still in the SUV when the officer
reached his vehicle. Officer Medeiros was able to pull the man to
safety.” The 70-year old man was billionaire Richard Brady.
(continued on page 6)
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(continued from Page 5, International Police Square Club)

A few days later, on April 1, 2015, Officer Medeiros once again
was instrumental in saving a life.
As reported by WPRI 12 - Eyewitness News:
“Cranston police tell us, officer Brenton Medeiros saved a young
woman from a heroin overdose with the reversal drug Narcan last
Wednesday. The 20-year old woman was found by her mother
who called 911. When the officer arrived he successfully treated
her, and she regained consciousness as she was being taken to
Kent County Hospital. Colonel Michael Winquist praised the
officer for his recent heroic actions. “If it wasn’t for officer
Medeiros’s quick response and injection of naloxone, the outcome
in this case would likely have been tragic, resulting in the
unnecessary loss of another young person suffering from opioid
addiction,” he said. The woman was treated and released later that
day.
After the award presentations, and congratulatory remarks by
MWBarco, the attendees gave a hearty applause and standing
ovation. MWBarco, concluded the evening with a closing
address and thanked everyone for their support

The Morgan Affair and the Origins
of the Tall Cedars
By: Brother Robert T. Goff, Grand Tall Cedar
Beginning in 1826, Freemasonry in America experienced its
darkest period as a result of the incident known as the " Morgan
Affair". Following the mysterious disappearance of William Morgan
in upstate New York after he had threatened to publish a book
exposing the secrets of Masonry, a firestorm of criticism against
the craft spread across the country. Hundreds of Masonic lodges
were forced to close or went dark. Masons were not allowed to
send their children to school and they were expelled from their
churches. Anti-Masonic forces gathered to establish a new political
party whose platform was the eradication of Freemasonry from
America. In some areas, Masons were accused of poisoning any
child who happened to fall ill. Even when the anti-Masonic hysteria
began to calm down years later, the result of this nation-wide
assault had taken its toll on the fraternity. Grand Lodges attempted
to reconstruct the good will of the craft by eliminating alcohol from
all lodges and placing more emphasis on ritual and degree work
than on fellowship. Many other "Masonic-like" fraternities began to
spring up, but Masonry struggled to define itself again.
In 1843, a few Masons in the New Jersey/Pennsylvania area,
sensing the need to bring some levity back into the craft, created
a fun degree which they called the "Ancient and Honorable Rite of
Humility". Not too long afterwards, for reasons which remain
unknown to this day, the degree took upon the name as the "Tall
Cedars Degree". These dedicated and energetic brothers traveled
from town to town, lodge to lodge, performing this degree which
basically consisted of some good-natured hazing. It was hoped
that it would entice brothers back to lodge for fellowship once
again, as well as return some of the fun and frolic in the craft that
had been lost over the past decade or more. It had the desired
effect and as a result, was an integral part of the resurgence of
masonry in the New Jersey and Pennsylvania area in the last half
of the 1800's.
In 1902, a number of Masons who had undergone the degree,
decided that in order to eliminate the haphazard and disorganized
method of conferring the degree, as well as to stabilize and
preserve what was felt to be a worthwhile ceremony, they
established the order of the Tall Cedars of Lebanon. By the middle

of the 1900's, over 100 forests had been opened up and down the
East coast.
Thus, from the simple beginnings of a fun degree created to help
Masonry out of the doldrums of the anti-Masonic period evolved a
Masonic body committed to "Fun, Frolic and Fellowship" and a
leader in the fight against Muscular Dystrophy.
To learn more about the Tall Cedars or to request an application
to join, email me at roberttgoff@gmail.com. 

The Ineffable Name
By: Brother, Roy F. Pruett, P.M.
One of the most important symbols in
Freemasonry is the ineffable, or
incommunicable name of God. Often
called the Tetragrammaton, from the
Greek tetra, four, and gramma, letter,
because in Hebrew it consists of the
four letters YHWH and ineffable
because it was unlawful to pronounce
it. To help the reader understand why
the Name of God was incommunicable; a brief explanation of the
Hebrew language is necessary.
The Hebrew alphabet consists entirely of consonants, the vowel
always being inserted orally, and never written in. The vowel
sounds were inserted orally but only after proper instruction as to
the pronunciation of the word. The pious Jew was unable to
pronounce any word which had never been before uttered in his
presence. Vowel points as they are called were invented by the
Masorites, 6 centuries after the Christian era. i
The name of God, as we pronounce it is Jehovah, and there is no
certainty that is the correct pronunciation, for the oral tradition has
been lost to history. Throughout the Old Testament, God is known
by “I AM”, “El Shaddai”, “The Almighty One”, “Elohim” and other
names. But upon Mount Sinai God communicated to Moses his
true name, “Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel;
Jehovah, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you; this [Jehovah] is
my name forever, and this is my memorial unto all generations.” ii
To add to this mysticism, the Kabbalists, by the change of one
letter read the passage as “This is my name forever” or in Hebrew”
Zeh shemi l’olam” but wrote it as “Zeh shemi l’alom,” “This is my
name to be concealed.” The Kabbalists being very meticulous in
their writings, it is hard to conceive they made a mere mistake. In
kabbalah hidden meanings are often deduced by transposing or
reversing letters in writings. Also, a pious Jew will never pronounce
the word Jehovah. When read in scripture, the word is substituted
with the word “Adonai” or “Lord”, a practice carried into the English
translation of the Bible.iii
In ancient times there was one person who, it is said, was in
possession of the proper pronunciation of the true name of God,
this was the High Priest, who after receiving it from his
predecessor, would enter the Sanctum Sanctorum or Holy of
Holies of King Solomon’s Temple and pronounce it three times,
once a year on the day of atonement. If the traditions of
Freemasonry are correct, Kings had to have possessed the true
pronunciation because, King Solomon is said to possess the true
word and communicated it to Hiram, King of Tyre and Hiram Abiff.iv
Since times of antiquity the name of God has been venerated as
sacred. The Kabbalists and Talmudists proclaim the mere
utterance of God’s name shakes Heaven and Earth, and inspires
(continued on page 7
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the very angels with terror and astonishment. The Rabbins called
it “shem hamphorash” or in English “the name that is declaratory”.
It has been said that Freemasonry is not a religion but
Freemasonry is religious. Many of the symbols used in Masonry
correspond with the search for Divine Truth, which is what every
Mason searches for in his work and travels. 
i

Mackey, Albert Gallatin. The Book of the Chapter; or Monitorial
Instructions, in the Degree of Mark. Pgs. 142-143. Forgotten Books 2012,
www.forgottenbooks.org Originally published 1870.
ii

Holy Bible, Book of Exodus 3:14-15

iii

Mackey, Albert Gallatin. The Symbolism of Freemasonry: Illustration and
Explaining Its Science and Philosophy, its Legends, Myths and Symbols,
originally published 1882 Location 1625 of 4467 Kindle Edition 2004.
iv

Duncan, Malcom C., Duncan Ritual of Freemasonry, pg. 103. Third
Edition, Crown Publishing.

Report from the Masonic Districts
METRO DISTRICT

RWGary S. Kaufman, DDGM
It is summertime and the lodges of the Metro District are enjoying
some much needed time off. That being said, some lodges are
conferring degree work to get a step ahead of the work which
resumes in the fall.
Since coming to the Metro District as District Deputy Grand
Master, I have presided at two semi-public installations; Rising Sun
Lodge and St. Johns Lodge Providence, completed the first of two
organizational meetings and attended several lodge summer
social events. We are off to a great start and Mark and I are
certainly looking forward to a great year in the Metro District.
Some Food for Thought
The Hunting Dog
Have you heard the story about that fellow who wants to go
hunting? He needed a dog and consulted a Brother. That brother,
who sold dogs, gave him one called JW. "It's a very good dog", he
said, "he knows a lot about hunting and you can truly rely on him".
So the fellow took that dog. One week later he returned with the
dog. "He is not too bad, but he doesn't seem to be very
experienced. Do you have another dog?" "Sure I have," said the
Brother. "This one is called SW and he's a bit more experienced
than JW. Try him and if you don't like him, feel free to come back."
Indeed, our fellow returned the dog two weeks later. "He's quite
good actually, but he's not what I'm looking for. Still I need a dog
which is more experienced."
"Well", said the Brother, "I can offer you a really experienced dog.
His name is PM and you'll have a good time with him." So our
fellow took the animal. Just one day later he returned.
"What's wrong with him", the Brother asked, "I haven't got any dog
that is more experienced than this one."
"Well", our fellow said, "he might be experienced, but all he's doing
is sitting there and barking!" (Anecdote form MasterMason.com)
We all have PMs in our lodges that fit this story. They mean well,
but have a hard time getting their point across. Try to listen to what
they are really saying. It just may be good advice.
Hope you are having a great SUMMER! See you soon.
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EAST BAY DISTRICT

RW Robert B. Ellston, DDGM
Greetings from the East-Bay,
Even before we held our District Organizational Meeting in June,
Keith and I began our travels in the District. On Wednesday, June
8th he and I made a surprise visit to St. Alban’s Lodge No. 6, where
we witnessed an impressive Fellow Craft Degree. The following
Monday, I traveled with the brethren of our St. Alban’s Lodge to St.
Alban’s Lodge in Foxboro, Massachusetts as they made a
fraternal visit to that Lodge.
The District organizational meeting was scheduled for and held on
June 16th. It was very well attended and I extend my thanks to all
the brethren who attended that evening. I believe that we all took
valuable information away with us and that we are all “on-board”
as to strengthening and furthering the Craft. Lest I forget, I would
be remiss if I did not thank Brothers Dennis Cole Gomes and Josh
Manfredo who “volunteered” to be Chairman and Co-Chairman respectively of our District Charity Event, more on this event in
future articles as it develops.
The Rhode Island Grand Assembly of Rainbow held their annual
meeting on the weekend of July 8-10 at the Crowne Plaza. Thanks
to those who were able to join us on Friday evening July 8th for the
opening ceremonies. On July 30th, the Grand Lodge of Rhode
Island held the Annual Picnic at Buttonwoods. This event was held
in conjunction with the meeting of the Supreme Assembly of
Rainbow for Girls. This was the first time this meeting was to be
held in Rhode Island. It promised to be a “special event” and it
was. Thanks to all who joined us in welcoming the Rainbow Girls
from around the world to our state and this Grand Jurisdiction.
While the summer usually finds the lodges in “darkness” and the
brethren at “rest and refreshment”, several of the East Bay Lodges
are holding monthly communications and are working candidates
in various degrees. To be sure, it is not all work and no play as
the lodges are holding picnics, clambakes and other forms of
relaxation prior to resuming “Work” in September. Please, consult
the Grand Lodge calendar or other forms of social media as to the
happenings within the District.
Speaking of September, the lodges in this district hold their stated
meetings within the first two weeks of the month with the first one
being held the evening of September 6th at St. Paul’s Lodge No.
14 and Adelphoi Lodge No. 33. St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 39 meets
on September 8th, St. John’s Lodge No.1 on 12th, Washington
Lodge No. 3 on the 13th and St. Alban’s Lodge No. 6 on the 14th.
What a great way to get back ‘into the-swing-of-things’ and start
our Masonic year anew. Rest assured, Keith and I will be making
an appearance at these lodges as our schedules allow, please
consider joining us and renewing or making new acquaintances in
this district.
Most Worshipful Grand Master Steven T. McGuire, Keith and I
thank you again for having the confidence and trust in us by
appointing us to serve as your representative in the East Bay
District. Rest assured that we will do our very best to continue to
advance the interests of the Craft during the upcoming year.
Brethren, as always may we never forget those less fortunate and
always do as we are able to ease their adversity and offer them
comfort. May the Supreme Architect bless and keep you and
yours.
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NORTHERN DISTRICT

RW Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM
Companions, Knights, Princes, Sir Knights, Brothers all
Whatever our titles may be, the most important one is that we are
all brothers! Regardless of the body that we support or may be
taking part in, first and foremost, we are brothers.
As I search for inspiration from many sources for this article, I
would like to dedicate it to the common bond that unites us,
Masonry. It is no secret that our numbers have been dwindling as
we move from year to year and like many other Grand Jurisdictions
it continues to be a nagging itch that just seems to not get
scratched.
Many jurisdictions have tried several ways and means to combat
this issue but it just seems that Masonry must endure these valleys
in order to peak, down the road. The main reason I speak of this is
to relate to a known fact, that without brothers, the other
concordant bodies we enjoy will also suffer but at a much faster
rate.
As outside forces which we are all subject mold our decisions, we
may be forced to make some choices. I recently found myself
trying to fill officer’s positions but few little candidates to choose
from. As each of us knows, there are many reasons why this
happens but more noticeable was the fact that there simply were
not a lot of members to choose from.
My brothers, I’m asking, if you are forced to make these choices
consider them wisely, we must continue to support not only our
blue lodges but also the supporting cast or family members of our
fraternity. The NPD drops around the jurisdiction in all bodies are
staggering. It was a time that due to attrition our numbers lessened
but our brothers demitting leaves much for us to contemplate. The
officers must make a concerted effort to retain these brothers, not
simply go through the motions, and we must do a better job to
provide value in being a Mason.
Sadly, enough, as the saying goes, if we fail to plan than we plan
to fail and more will slip from what we all knew and cherished. As
we enter the summer months just think about what you enjoy.
Would you like to see it go by the wayside? Continue to the best
of your ability to support our fraternity and all of its bodies. Thank
you for your effort.
On a brighter note, with the beginning of a new Masonic year and
everyone changing positions I would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate our new Grand Master, MWStephen T. McGuire,
and wish him a happy and prosperous year. To the Northern
District, I look forward to meeting with you and enjoying a fun year.
Finally, to all my brethren and their families, may you enjoy a very
happy and safe summer.

CENTRAL DISTRICT

RWDouglas J. Grant, DDGM
Brethren all,
Greetings from the Central District. Although we are in the middle
of our summer break from the usual flurry of Masonic activity of the
winter and spring, there is still work being done in the Central
District. I am pleased to congratulate Ionic Lodge on the fine job
that they did with the Master Mason’s degree in July. Also, I am
pleased to report that the golf tournaments were successful and
the lodges seem to have taken advantage of the time off to enjoy
some family and friend time that is not as readily available in the
fall and winter when we are in full Masonic gear.

As of the writing of this article, I am looking forward to the Grand
Lodge picnic at which we will be hosting the Supreme Assembly
of Rainbow for Girls International. Rainbow Girls from all over the
world will be coming to Rhode Island on the weekend of July 30th.
The Grand Lodge Picnic will give these girls a chance to see our
hospitality at our Masonic Youth Center. I am sure that this will be
an event that we and they will remember for a long time. A lot of
planning has gone into this event and I am sure that it will be very
successful.
As we prepare to resume our labors, I am looking forward to the
annual meetings at Daylight Lodge No. 48 as well as Harmony
Lodge No. 9 in November. The brothers of the Central District
have shown me and WMichael Barbera, my Master of
Ceremonies courtesies that have impressed us both. We are
certainly looking forward to our stay in the district. We both thank
you for your hospitality and look forward to a great year working
with all.
May the blessings of God rest upon us and all regular Masons.
May brotherly love prevail and every moral and social virtue
cement us.

SOUTHERN DISTRICT

RWAndré H. Faria, Jr. DDGM
Greetings from the South my brothers! In so many ways, glory and
beauty abound in our light-filled district. It has been an honor to
have spent time with all of the Worshipful Masters of the Southern
District; WJim Haldeman, WEric Majewski, WEric Ross and
WMichael Southern during these past several weeks, as well as
the many officers I have met and spoken with. It was gratifying to
see many of them at our organizational meeting in June, which
took place during Charity Lodge's stated meeting and had the byproduct of affording other brothers witness and be a part of the
direction and planning that our Most Worshipful Grand Master
Stephen T. McGuire has outlined for us all during this coming
Masonic year. A special word of thanks is owed to WSouthern
for his hospitality and his Senior Warden, Brother Randy Joslin for
preparing a delicious meal for us. It was also wonderful to have
had the Collegivm Lvminosvm meet in our district in June. Right
Worshipful Brother and Chancellor Richard F. Lynch provided us
with an excellent program that evening when our Grand Historian,
RWDavid C. Lavery presented an erudite lecture on the
meaning and symbolism of the White Apron. I am sure that I speak
for those in attendance that evening when I say that we all left with
a deeper understanding of the lambskin and what it signifies every
time that we put it on. It was a terrific program. We had the added
bonus of having MWSimon LePlace, Past Grand Master of
Connecticut, present with us that evening.
All of our lodges are busy either preparing or conferring degrees
for candidates in their lodges. I am excited about all the new faces
entering our fraternity and considering the possibilities that each
of these new potential brothers have to offer to enrich our noble
institution. Learning from our past and anticipating our future with
joy and openness helps us to make a difference when we live as
distinguished men in our active present. Each moment of our lives
presents us with an opportunity to make a difference, the smallest
gesture to a stranger can have the largest "ripple effect", all
because we set ourselves apart, not to exclude but to embrace
one another by the way we live our lives as Freemasons, our
example is our loudest proclamation!
Our lodges; Mt. Vernon No. 4, Franklin No. 20, Charity No. 23 and
Hope No. 25 have also been actively engaged in community
endeavors and in their own fraternal social gatherings; energy and
(continued on page 9)
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activity abounds! In addition, by the time you are reading this, we
have had an opportunity to witness the once in a lifetime
experience (for most of us) of having had a large contingent of
young women from Rainbow International at our Grand Lodge
picnic, an unparalleled event within our Grand Jurisdiction in this
first quarter century of the millennium. It is incumbent upon all of
us my brothers, to carry forward the inspiration we experienced at
this event and continue to always support our young women and
men in our Rainbow and DeMolay organizations, they are not only
our future, but more importantly our very present!
Finally, as the seasons begin to change, I am reminded of an
afternoon I once spent with a classmate years ago as we were
admiring the beauty of autumn in nature. At one point, he told me
something like this;
"Andre, we often think that when the leaves begin to fall from the
trees that they are showing us their brittleness, decay and
weakness. But couldn't the opposite be true? Like us, these trees
spend the spring and summer of their lives drinking in the sun and
rain and displaying the beauty of life in the green of their leaves.
Yet, isn't it ironic, that at the moment of their transformation, the
leaves become even more beautiful in their red, orange and yellow
colors - they become their true selves, display their true colors at
the very moment of their death."
I have never forgotten my friend David's words. So often we're
focused on so many activities that we often forget that it is
precisely when we shed or "die" to those habits and actions, which
we know are not life giving to ourselves or others, that we become
more beautiful and our lives colorful and brilliant. My friend
suddenly passed away in the green of his life shortly after that
afternoon, but his words have lived on in my memory and so in a
way he lives on whenever I remember his words and now his
words live on in you! Brothers, our words of kindness and our
charitable actions have the greatest potential, all we have to do is
speak them and live them and let their effect take root in all those
whom we encounter, which has the potential to enlighten others
for generations. May these coming months be a blessing for you
and your families and may brotherly love always prevail.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
By: Brother, Timothy L. Culhane, P.M.
Hello Brothers! May and June were very busy at St. Johns Lodge
Providence. Before all else, congratulation to our new Worshipful
Master, William DeLuca. The lodge is looking forward to your year
in the East. Also, the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren
would like to wish WTimothy L. Culhane all the best in his new
role as a Past Master, and in his future travels. The entire lodge
would certainly agree that it was a good year for St. Johns Lodge.
And finally, a thank you to Lady Anne for the continuous hard work
that she put in for the year.
At our regular communication in May, St. Johns had 10 of our
eleven newly raised Master Masons sign the by-laws. It was a very
proud moment for the lodge and we were proud to have so many
qualified and talented brothers sign the by-laws. That evening, we
also hosted Mr. Robert Greene III, owner and proprietor or
Greenwich Cove Meadery. His presentation was informative and
educational, all about mead, agriculture, history and the current
global crisis with honey bees. It was followed by a tasting of his
fine product. If you enjoy mead, the Meadery is immediately next
door to Manchester Lodge in Coventry.
In May we also hosted Euclid Lodge No. 136 from Hasbrouck
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Heights, NJ when 49 brothers from NJ along with the brothers of
St. Johns were treated to a busy day. They were greeted at Fort
Adams with brotherhood, fellowship, food and drink. After a very
satisfying lunch and libations, our group was treated to a
presentation about Fort Adams by Brother Matthew “Doc” Perry
and a tour of the Fort and its Mason marks.
From the Fort we traveled to Touro Park on Bellevue Avenue
where RWRichard Lynch gave a presentation about the
Tower, captivating and educating our members and guests with
mysteries, histories, legends, and lore. From the Newport Tower
we proceeded to St. Paul’s Lodge No. 14 in nearby Middletown
where we held a special communication with our New Jersey
brothers. We then had a spectacular dinner, more fellowship and
libations, and sadly, wished Godspeed to our brothers as they
departed back to New Jersey.
Many thanks to the brothers of St. Johns Lodge; Brother Matthew
“Doc” Perry, RWRick Lynch, and Master WAndrew Daigle
and WDave Lavery of St. Paul’s for all of the effort and hard work
they put in to make the day a resounding success. A special thank
you goes to Lady Anne Mohrmann and Lady Lauren Fielding for
their extraordinary efforts and work for this event.
June’s communication witnessed the presentation of service
awards to 17 brothers present, including two 60-year, a 65-year
and two 70-year recipients! Congratulations to all the brothers who
received recognition for their dedication in the quarries of
Freemasonry. Brother John B. Paliotta was also presented with
the Grand Lodge Rookie Award.
On June 24th St. Johns Lodge celebrated its 259th Annual
Communication. The necrology remembered 20 brothers who had
passed to that Celestial Lodge above. The annual reports of the
Secretary, Treasurer, Finance Committee and Master were read
and approved. The lodge is in great shape and continues to grow
and build upon the solid foundations laid by our Past Masters. The
lodge was called from labor to refreshment in order to conduct a
semi-public installation of officers. The Prologue Team for the
installation was; MWDennis Pothier, PGM who delivered the
prologue, RWWalter Kelly who acted as his Marshall, and
RWKen Phillips who acted as Chaplain. The installation team
was; RWGary Kaufman DDGM, RWAssociate Grand
Chaplain Mekawy E. Elmekawy, WEdward Kdonian Associate
Grand Lecturer, and WMark Eddleston Grand Master of
Ceremonies. MWStephen T. McGuire Grand Master joined
the installation team in the East. Our new Worshipful Master and
officers of St. Johns Lodge were installed and obligated.
WWilliam DeLuca introduced his family and friends. He then
recognized and thanked the many brothers who have supported
him in Freemasonry, and who had whispered good counsel in his
ear over the years.
WDeLuca then presented WTimothy L. Culhane with a gift
from his officers, and the Past Master’s jewel previously worn by
WHarry T. Madeira. Then, MWStephen T. McGuire and
RWGary Kaufman then presented him with his Master’s
Certificate.
Introductions were made, the gavel was passed to the Grand
Master to close the lodge, and after he gave his congratulations
and best wishes to the newly installed officers, he returned the
gavel to RWGary Kaufman, DDGM who instructed WMark
Eddleston, GMC to escort the officers out of the room. A reception
followed at the Shrine Imperial Room.
St. Johns held its annual steak-fry at the East Greenwich Yacht
Club on Thursday, June 30th. It was a fine evening of great food
(continued on page 10)

Page 10

August/September 2016

__________________________________________________________________

(continued from Page 9, St. Johns Lodge)

and drink, and was very well attended. Everyone had an
exceptional time.
In September, we look forward to seeing everybody back from
summer recess. St. Johns Past Master Rick Lynch will present a
new program “A Haunted Mill, a Freemason and a Ghost” during
our regular communication on Wednesday, September 21st.
However, we won’t be completely inactive during the summer. We
will be holding our annual family picnic in August at Buttonwoods
Masonic Youth Park, and we will be participating in the many
events, picnics, and activities happening throughout the
jurisdiction through the summer months and into the autumn. So
keep your eyes open for the Trestleboard and commercials for all
the activities and events coming your way in August and
September.
If anyone has any applications from prospective candidates to join
St. Johns No. 1 Providence, please get them to the Secretary, or
to any officer, or bring them so that they can be read at our
September regular communication. Finally, the Master, Wardens
and Brethren of St. Johns wish you a continued happy and safe
summer. 

Washington Lodge No. 3
By: Brother, Thomas Neyhart, P.M.
Washington Lodge participated in Warren’s Annual Memorial Day
ceremonies honoring the men and women who died serving our
country.
We held our annual clambake on Sunday, June 5th with bakemaster Spencer Hockley at the Pete Sepe Pavillion here in
Warren. This was a new venue for us. It proved to be successful
thanks to those who enjoyed the food and those who assisted in
the event. The profits will benefit the restoration and repairs to our
historic Masonic Temple.
At our regular June communication, we were pleased to have our
Junior Past Grand Master, MWRaymond E. Hassell and Grand
Lecturer, RWRobert Drisko in attendance. After the meeting,
we relaxed and socialized, as we enjoyed our annual steak-fry.
On June 18th, we held a special communication and initiated three
new brothers as Entered Apprentices. They are looking forward
with enthusiasm to their journey in Freemasonry.
We are proud of being part of the Warren and Bristol Art
Community by joining the “Art Night Bristol and Warren”. This
offers us additional opportunities to show off our Historic Masonic
Temple including the splendid murals of Egyptian motif in harmony
with Masonic principals and teachings on the lodge room walls.
Anyone wishing to have a tour can contact us through any one of
our officers or our web page.
The lodge has done many repairs and restoration on the building.
There is still much more work to be done and we continue to seek
donations so that we can continue these repairs and restoration.
We are a 501 (c) (3) organization. Those making purchases
through Amazon can help us by using, Amazon Donations to
Washington Association, Inc.
There are two ways individuals can donate to the Association
using Amazon.
1.) Go to smile.amazon.com and then do a search for Washington
Association, Inc. and click enter.

2.) This is an automatic link to smile.amazon that sends you to us
for the donation.
Please try it out. http://smile.amazon.com/ch/05-6012824 

Friendship Lodge No. 7
By: Brother, Trevor Humphrey
With plenty of summer left Friendship Lodge is gearing up for our
annual “Smoke-Off” on August 13th. Since its inception this
competition has quickly become one of the major conversation
pieces at our weekly gatherings. It often erupts into bragging
about smokers, new recipes or techniques, and spirited taunting
over victories and defeats of years past. The winning of this event
is perhaps the most highly sought after accolade at Friendship
Lodge.
As Friendship Lodge returns from summer recess in September,
we come out of the gate sprinting. On Saturday, September 10th
we will be hosting our golf tournament at Crystal Lake Golf Course
with an 8:00 AM shotgun start. Normally our regular meeting
would coincide with this day of excitement however we have
moved it along with our annual communication to the day before,
on Friday, September 9th at 5:00 PM. Our annual communication
will be a semi-public event and we welcome all to attend. It should
be a fairly short night with plenty of fellowship to follow.
If I possess the esteem of my brothers, I will be elected Master this
year and find myself lucky enough to sit in the chair once occupied
by the wisest of men. As I look to the East I am very grateful for
the cards I have been dealt. The Masters before me have
organized a line of officers that I would not trade for any other. In
addition, they have created an environment of true Masonic values
at Friendship Lodge which I know will be my greatest asset and
recourse over the next year. In my travels as a Master Mason I
have learned that not all lodges are as fortunate in this respect as
we are, and for that I thank each and every member of Friendship
Lodge past and present.
I also have the honor to announce that if elected the top three
officers of Friendship Lodge will all be Eagle Scouts. When you
consider that only 5% of Boy Scouts earn that rank it is amazing
how many Masons I have found to be Eagle Scouts, and the fact
that my top officers and ritual adviser share this bond makes me
very grateful and proud. If you are an Eagle Scout or if your Lodge
has a candidate that is an Eagle Scout please reach out to me, as
my officers and I would love to be there for their degrees.

Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
By: Brother, Roger Lepire, P.M.
Our annual men’s clambake will take place on Sunday, September
18th. Tickets are now available if they are not already sold out.
Anyone that has ever gone to our clambake knows how quickly the
tickets go. The bake area is undergoing some major changes, so
you may be surprised when you show up.
We have filled in the old pit and built a new, bigger one. We also
moved the small shed and erected a new covered area that will
enhance the look of the area. Even though a number of people
participated in this project, Joe Renning still did the bulk of the
manual labor. Bill Wunschell and Joe actually erected the pagoda.
Good work guys!
Even though there have been changes to the landscape you can
rest assured that the bake itself will not change one bit. The
chowder recipe was passed down by WJohn McQueen when he
had a knee replacement. He felt it was time to pass this honor to
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a new member after doing the job for about 25 years. This same
recipe was turned over to John when he took over as Chowder
Master. To the best of anyone’s memory this is the same recipe
that was used more than 100 years ago. I do suspect that after 25
years John likely added a few enhancements to the chowder, but
we’ll never know for sure. I saw John today and he is in good health
and still has a great sense of humor. You should come to the
clambake John and see if your replacement is making the chowder
to your high standards. And thanks for your many years of service
to our little lodge.
WGeorge Verdon who was our Bake Master for about 30 years
retired 11 years ago when he moved to Norman, OK. He was
replaced at that time by WBill Wunschell. This was not too
difficult a transition as Bill had been assisting George in every
aspect of the work for many years. As you can easily see, we
ensure that our traditions are carried on with as little disruption as
possible. I understand the tickets will still be $35.00, as it has been
for years. If you can pick up tickets for this bake you will not be
disappointed. Congratulations to George and Bill for their
dedication to our lodge, and to the Craft.
On Friday, June 17th we held our last meeting prior to the summer
recess. It was a busy evening with five new Master Masons
showing proficiency, hearing the lectures, and signing the By-laws.
At Mt. Moriah the same Bible is on the altar that was there 212
years ago when the lodge was formed. The By-laws book is also
the only one that has been signed by every member of our lodge.
It’s quite a feeling knowing that your signature sits with those of
our founding members. And the bible is the same one countless
members took an oath on.
Joshua Fritsche was congratulated for receiving the Grand Lodge
Rookie Award for completing all the requirements for getting this
award. This is the second year that a member of our lodge
received this award. Last year Ryan McNelis earned the award.
Congratulations to both these brothers, they worked very hard to
receive it. On another note, I received my 25-year service
certificate and pin. Though Joshua and Ryan had to earn their
award, to steal a quote from Brother Arthur Johnson when he got
his 50-year medal, “all I had to do was live long enough to get it”.
Well we got quite a bit into this article. So I say, see you next issue,
“The Good Lord willing”.

Harmony Lodge No. 9
By: Brother, Robert Fish
We are now in the time of darkness, or as I prefer to call it
twilight. Summer is always a good time to pause and reflect on
the year just past. This year I have tried to identify and praise our
brothers who work so hard for the lodge and the Craft. I confess I
have been a bit myopic and in reflecting upon the year past, one
brother whose extraordinary work has gone unmentioned. This
Brother has for years given us quiet, strong and valuable council,
serving as a prime example of Masonic life. Every single brother
serving in the officers line will attest to having received personal
encouragement, support, and valuable council from RWKen
Poyton.
We congratulate him on completing his journey through the
Districts, where I’m sure, he spread the same kindness,
leadership, and council we have enjoyed for years at Harmony
Lodge. We are looking forward to supporting you as you journey
through the Grand Council. Junior Grand Warden is one of the
most active, busy and challenging jobs at Grand Council and
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RWKen is well on the way having just run the successful
Annual Grand Lodge Picnic and has been coordinating the CHIP
program for this year. Despite the heavy load of activity required
of the Junior Grand Warden, RWKen serves Saint John’s
Commandery as Recorder, the Valley of Providence, Scottish Rite
as Commander in Chief of Rhode Island Consistory. He is also a
Past Master of Harmony Lodge, Past High Priest of Harmony
Royal Arch No.15 and Past Thrice Illustrious Master of Doric
Council No. 7, He served two terms as Eminent Commander of
Saint John’s Commandery No. 1, and is a member of the Red
Cross of Constantine and the Allied Masonic Degrees.
We at Harmony Lodge are proud to claim RW Ken as our very
own and are grateful for all the years of service he has given to
us. In my humble opinion RWKen Poyton is the very model of
modern Freemasonry.

St. Paul’s Lodge No. 14

By: RWDavid C. Lavery, P.M.
The year has been delightfully busy since our Annual
Communication in January, with new candidates, degrees, and
building improvements all taking hold. The building had some
drain improvements completed just in time for St. Johns Lodge
No. 1 Providence to hold their special communication with Euclid
Lodge of New Jersey in May. The lodge also procured two
dishwashers, which weren't ready by for the event, but should be
installed shortly as well. It was somewhat amusing to see a bus
full of brothers come flooding in from their escapades in Newport
and all work together to find room to change quickly and open up
lodge. We opened up all offices, all the men's and lady’s rooms,
coat rooms, adjoining rooms, etc. and assisted all in finding quick
refreshment on that beautiful spring day. We were thankful to
WTim Culhane and his lodge for allowing us to be part of their
event.
On June 16th, the new District Deputy Grand Master,
RWRobert Ellston, and his Grand Master of Ceremonies,
WKeith Moan held the semi-annual district officer’s meeting and
requested St. Paul's to host it once again. It is nice to see the
temple be of use on this occasion, as we had with these two
events.
A lodge of Fellow Craft was opened as a special communication
on Wednesday, June 29th, to confer the degree on three Entered
Apprentices. As we worked with this class of Apprentices, the
Master was thankful to have assistance from Redwood Lodge and
Charity Lodge in getting other candidates through their respective
Master Mason degrees before their military commitments made
them unable to complete their work. The Director of Masonic
Education, RWPaul Kokolsky, also graciously held special
candidate forums to accommodate these brethren. The Master
WAndrew Daigle, also held a special cook out as his home in
August. This provided a little relaxation while the lodge refreshed
itself until September 6th, when labor will resume with another
Entered Apprentice Degree. We are thankful for the support of all
the brethren throughout this Grand Jurisdiction and look forward
to a busy fall as applications continue to be received by the
lodge.

Charity Lodge No. 23

By: W Michael Southern, Master
Charity Lodge is now about halfway through our 150th year, which
will culminate on November 12th with a dinner celebrating our
having been constituted as a regular Lodge. The dinner will be
held at the Haversham House in Westerly; more details will be
(continued on page 12)
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forthcoming but if you’d like to join us please hold that date in your
diary.
Celebrating the 150th was never intended to be a singular event,
and so this year we’ve tried to turn everything we do into a part of
the commemoration; every regular meeting has been special in
that regard.

25-year pins, brothers; WJames Davis, Andrew Hencler (Past
Shrine Potentate) and RWRobert Palazzo, DDGM. These 3
brothers have all had different paths on their Masonic careers, but
always have time to make it back to their mother lodge where it all
began.

By the time you read this we will have achieved another “first” with
the conferring of the Master Mason Degree in our outside lodge. It
was a unique experience, but not without challenges, not just the
caterpillars & moths, but the varying ground underfoot and the
required speaking volume, to say nothing of working round a
1.5 ton altar!
In June, Charity Lodge hosted the “Welcome to the District” BBQ
for RWAndre Faria our new DDGM, which was also a
“Welcome Grand Master” event for Most Worshipful Grand Master
Stephen T. McGuire, who attended along with many other guests
from lodges in and out of the Southern District. The date also
commemorated our Dispensation being granted. We were also
pleased to host the COLLEGIVM LUMINOSVM on June 28th for
its second meeting under the guidance of Worshipful Chancellor
Rick Lynch. What an excellent evening with many members and
guests in attendance and a great program by RWDavid
Lavery, Grand Historian, entitled “Ancient Illusions” a discussion
on the history and meanings of the white apron. I recommend to
other lodges that if you have the scheduling opportunity to host the
COLLEGIVM you do so, and take advantage of their wealth of
Masonic knowledge and skill. I’m thinking they should get a tour
bus!
Everybody is welcome to join us over the summer at our booth at
the Washington County Fair, at our August meeting (moved to
August 25th), and our regular September meeting. When you
come, bring a small something for our 150-year Time Capsule! 

Ionic Lodge No. 28
By: Brother, Kevin L. Williams
Ionic Lodge hosted its First Annual “Golf with your Friends”
tournament to cap off the spring season in June. Thanks to all who
supported the fundraiser. We hope everyone had a great time and
hope to see you all back next year. In July we conferred our Master
Mason degree on three candidates. Congratulations to our newest
Master Masons!
13th.

Please join us for our regular communication on August
The
Lodge will open at 11:00 AM. We will have a “step-up” meeting to
preview our incoming officers for the 2016-2017 year along with
our annual “Special Ladies and Family” picnic to follow in the yard
out back. If you can’t make the meeting, please join us for the
picnic it will start around 12:30-1:00 PM. Also, Worshipful Charlie
Wilkinson’s last regular communication will be held on September
10th. Details to follow on our web page.
Tuesday, September 27th will be our Annual Communication.
Senior Warden Kevin Williams will be going in as Master for the
upcoming year. We are applying for a dispensation to hold a Semipublic Installation of officers for Saturday, October 1st, again watch
for the details on our web page www.ionic28.org or contact any
officer. Hope to see you there.

Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
By: W Jonathan Snowman, Master

The brethren have been busy the past few months at Roger
Williams, passing out 25-year service pins and volunteering at the
Special Olympics. In May and June there were 3 recipients of

L-R: WJonathan Snowman, Bro. Andy Hencler, W James Davis, PM and
MWRussell Davis, PGM.

A charity that is near and dear to Roger Williams is the Special
Olympics. Over the past several years the lodge has raised over
$10,000 for this worthy charity between our Annual Game Dinner
and the Penguin Plunge. Five brothers; Brian Kwetkowski,
WFran DiVita, Frank Saccoccio, Jim Forcier, John Paris and
Melvin Silverio selflessly volunteered their time in early June to
help out with the games. This is not the first year the brethren have
assisted with the games and will not be the last. I would like to
thank the five of you who gave back and helped make it a great
day for all the athletes involved in the games.
In closing, I am looking forward to my year as Master and hope to
see many of the brethren throughout the state on October 8th as
the Grand Master makes his official visitation to the Northern
District.

Redwood Lodge No. 35
By: W Michael Ponte, P.M.

The summer is here, and the lodge has gone into summer recess,
but that does not mean the Master and officers of Redwood are
resting on their laurels. We are busy planning our Masonic year, a
year which we hope to be filled with fun, brotherhood, and pride.
Before we get into that, however, let’s take a look back at the last
few months.
In May, we held our Annual Communication and Brother Robert
Goff was elected Worshipful Master for the coming year. He is an
accomplished Mason known throughout the state and beyond for
his skilled ritual work. His regular appearances in the degrees of
Scottish Rite are always a delight. WBob will surely put on some
of the best degrees ever seen in Redwood. His leadership skills
have been proven by his amazing service as Grand Tall Cedar of
Massasoit Forest No. 91. In his time as their leader, he has
overseen a renaissance in Tall Cedarism, dramatically increasing
the number of active Cedars. His meetings are informative, fun,
and incredibly efficient. He and the officers are extremely excited
for the year to come.
In May, we also greeted our newest Past Master, WDennis
Cipriano. The best way to describe his term as Master is energetic.
(continued on page 13)
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Whether it was a rehearsal, meeting, or social event, WDennis
never ceased in his desire to provide a singular experience to the
members and new initiates. His efforts in reorganizing lodge
finances are already bearing fruit as he leaves office one of the
most profitable Redwood has seen in sometime. We thank him for
a year of dedication to the principles of the Craft and we welcome
him into the ranks of us “has-beens”.
June’s meeting was a great night of fellowship as WDale Euga
spoke to the lodge about his experiences in the military. He also
discussed his novel, “Brothers of Honor”, reading excerpts of his
terrific story. Copies of the work were provided to attending
brethren courtesy of the Master. After the meeting, having become
a fine tradition, we retired to Mon Kou restaurant in Attleboro for a
delicious meal together. At the start of his term, WRobert stated
that his theme for 2016 is “Masonic Pride”. This was a great first
meeting to reinforce that message.
There are several tentative events which the Master is currently
considering. They will span the course of the Master’s term,
proving ample opportunities for the officers, members, and
families, to get together.
One such idea is a trip is to Boston, MA to visit the Green Dragon
Tavern, where our Revolutionary brothers met during the War for
Independence. We may also engage in a duck tour, and make our
way to the gravesites of Brothers Paul Revere and Prince Hall.
Here in RI, the Master is also interested in a day reflecting on King
Phillip’s War, with visits to the site of the Great Swamp Fight in
North Kingstown, and Nine Men’s Misery in Cumberland. A trip to
Newport to visit Fort Adams is also being considered, as is a visit
to the Redwood Library which, like Redwood Lodge, is named for
Abraham Redwood.
We are considering some out of state travel this coming year as
well. A day trip down to Hyde Park, NY to visit the FDR Presidential
Library and home are being considered. We are also very tempted
to do a weekend trip down to Philadelphia to visit the Grand Lodge
and see some sights of Masonic and historical interest.
Less ambitious, but no less fun, will be a resurrection of
Redwood’s movie night. There are several great films coming out
this year, and it has usually been a lot of fun. It is of course open
to families and friends. This is sure to be a banner year for
Redwood, and we want you to be a part of it.
Also of note, this reporter has begun work for an upcoming
publication, and he needs the assistance of his brothers. In 1978,
Redwood celebrated its Centennial and commemorated the event
with “The Centennial History of Redwood Lodge”, a book which
many of our members possess. In 12 years, we will be celebrating
our 150th anniversary. It is my intention to write a follow up to this
volume. While 12 years seems very far away, I assure the readers
that it is not, and time is of the essence. I will be conducting
interviews with as many members, Past Masters, family, and
friends as is possible to complete a year by year examination of
Redwood Masonry from 1978 to our publication date in June 2028.
Also in the scope of this will be the digitalization of the existing
volume and looking for areas where our history can be elaborated.
Research is much easier in our Internet-connected world than it
was in the late 70’s, and I have no doubt that some great insight
into the founding of Redwood can be discovered. We are hoping
to have this integrated into our website, so that visitors and
members can peruse a decade by decade look at the history of
our fine lodge. Photographs are essential to this effort. Putting a
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face to the name is of paramount importance as we look back on
our late Brothers, and see our living membership in their younger
years. Images of social events, Master’s portraits, or even just a
family photo will be needed for as many past masters as we can
find. I appreciate any assistance you can provide to us in this
project. I can be contacted at superponte@cox.net and
508-493-6618. Thank you, and as always, we look forward to
seeing you in Lodge.

Lafayette Lodge No. 47
By: WRobert Lyle, P.M.

It is hard to believe that the summer is now ½ over. The old saying
of going dark for the summer does not really hold true here in
Northern Cumberland where we meet. Yes, we are not having
regular meetings but we still meet at least once a week. Part of the
reason is we were getting ready to raise our two newest Master
Masons and the officers once again conferred a wonderful Master
Mason degree. Brothers, Jesse Thom and Sean Schofield did
excellent presentation on their Fellow Craft proficiency. They are
an excellent addition to our lodge and the Craft as well.
On the 4th of July we had a full front lawn as brothers and families
gathered to watch the Arnolds Mills parade. Pawtucket Chapter
Order of DeMolay held a fundraiser by selling water and soda to
the crowd. It was great seeing the DeMolay Boys raising money
for their activities.
Upcoming events at Lafayette Lodge:
August 19th
September 7th
September 17th

4th Annual Cigar Smoker
Step up night for the new officers
Breakfast at Lafayette

Please visit and join us at one of these events.

Daylight Lodge No. 48

By: WJason Greene, Master
Let me first say that I hope everyone is having a relaxing summer
and enjoying the great outdoors while the weather is agreeable.
As it is now August, Daylight Lodge is at recess for the summer
months, but just prior to our break we conferred the Entered
Apprentice degree for the third time since November. I’d like to
congratulate brother Paul Bamford on taking his first step in our
Ancient Craft. Welcome to the Family!
On August 13th Daylight Lodge will be holding our family picnic at
RWElliott Greene’s Camp in Connecticut. This is a pot luck
event, so bring your favorite dish! Reservations for members and
friends of our Lodge can be made by email to
greenejason9@gmail.com. The lodge will provide hamburgers,
hot dogs, and non-alcoholic beverages. I will provide directions to
all those who wish to come. As many of you know, its Daylight’s
50th anniversary year and we have opened our lodge to all Master
Masons who would like to join us with a free affiliation fee as well
as free dues for one year. This offer will be running out soon, so
please come and join us at our cookout and join the Daylight
Family.
Coming up in September we will be conferring the Fellow Craft
degree and will have a step-up day. Our Senior Warden Stephen
Reali will be taking the reins for the first time. I along with all the
Past Masters of Daylight are looking forward to seeing him and his
new line of officers put on an excellent degree. Please come out
and join us, we are normally done before noon time and always
enjoy a homemade meal in the dining hall after our meetings.
Have a safe, relaxing, and great summer!
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Collegivm Lvminosvm
By: RWRichard Lynch, Chancellor
My brothers, it is with great pride that I report that our meeting on
June 28th was a great success! The meeting was hosted by
Charity Lodge No. 23 of the Southern District at the invitation of
WMichael Southern, Master. We had a wonderful and
informative presentation by RWDavid Lavery our lodge
treasurer and Grand Lodge Historian, entitled “Ancient Illusions”
described elsewhere in this issue. Our attendance was exceptional
with 47 brothers in attendance from all the districts.
The goal of the Collegivm from its inception almost 3 years ago,
was to provide a forum of Masonic education and enlightenment.
Unlike our sister lodges we do not confer degrees and although
the opening and closing of the lodge follows standard RI ritual and
protocol, the sole purpose is to provide an educational experience.
Every meeting has a presentation given by a brother or speaker
on a subject related to Masonry. We also provide for any brothers
who have done research of interest to present before the lodge. If
you have something you would like to share please contact us and
you will be put in touch with our Academic Committee. We are
also a resource for other lodges seeking speakers for their
meetings.
Each year every lodge works hard to make sure that we continue
to bring in new men to the Craft and our lodges. The officers strive
to give each new candidate a set of degrees that is inspirational,
informative, and thought-provoking, with the delivery of their wellrehearsed ritual. I think in almost all cases we succeed well at this
but in many lodges after the degrees are completed some lodges
fall back into the same old rut of business meetings, dinner and go
home. Listening to a candidate’s proficiency before the lodge,
voting on potential new candidates, then having dinner does not
make for an evening presentation. We constantly read articles
about what today’s man looking to join Freemasonry expects;
fraternalism, brotherhood, and certainly enlightenment. We
generally succeed on the first two, but many times fail on the
“enlightenment”. Today’s new brother is generally very well
educated and requires more than just getting together with the
boys. Why do I tell you this?

presentations for your future meetings, this is one of our major
goals as a lodge.
The Collegivm meets 4 times a year and travels through each
district at the invitation of the sister lodges to host a meeting. We
want to be accessible to all RI Masons regardless of where they
are located throughout state. Every meeting is open to any Master
Mason within the jurisdiction or outside of RI. Please be prepared
to present a valid dues card for admission. Consider membership
in the Collegivm and I promise you will be pleased. Benefits of
membership are many, free dinner at every meeting, new Masonic
publication given each year with membership and yearly dues,
great presentations, and the brotherhood of like-minded brothers.
If you would like to host a future meeting please contact me at
hstrclrsch@aol.com or at rifreemason@rimasons.org If you need
a speaker for one of your future meetings please send a request
to the same email addresses. We would also be happy to send
you our quarterly communication, just send us your email address.
The next meeting of the Collegivm will be hosted in the Metro
District on Tuesday, September 27th, location yet to be confirmed.
We look forward to having you join us at a future meeting.


Grand Council of
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
By: MIMark D. Thompson, G.M.

On June 25, 2016, the Grand Councils from
Rhode Island and Massachusetts held a joint
degree day. the Grand Council Degree teams of
Massachusetts conferred the Royal Master and
Super Excellent Master’s degree and the Grand
Officers of the Grand Council of Rhode Island
conferred the Select Master’s Degree. It was a great day and 18
companions from Rhode Island and Massachusetts received
further light in the York Rite bodies.
This degree day was first planned last summer at a York Rite
membership committee meeting between the two states. The Most
Illustrious Grand Master of Massachusetts, Robert C. Corr,
mentioned that back in the 1980’s this was done every year. One
year it would be held in Massachusetts and the next it was held in
Rhode Island. The hosting state would also supply the dinner for
the day so that after the degrees, a social time would be held with
a soft ball game as well. For some reason, this faded away. It was
at the membership committee meeting last year that Rhode Island
and Massachusetts would revive this and Rhode Island would host
the first outing. This was held at Mount Vernon Lodge No. 4 in
North Kingstown.
All three degree teams did an outstanding conferral and it was
interesting to see the differences in the degrees from each state.
There were about 80 companions in attendance with about 60
staying for a Chicken BBQ, which was prepared by REHarold
Ritter, Grand Scribe of the Grand Chapter of Rhode Island. There
was also a drawing held to benefit Cryptic Masons Medical
Research Foundation (CMMRF) and $150 was raised.

Since the founding of the lodge we have averaged 30-40 brothers
in attendance at every meeting, far more than many lodges have
experienced in decades at any one meeting. At every meeting we
receive at least 1 or 2 new applications for membership. I believe
it is because of what the Collegivm offers; education and
enlightenment and a predictable experience. Come to be
entertained and educated. Please use us as a resource for

Everyone had a great time seeing the degrees and enjoying the
social time afterwards. We look forward to doing this again next
year which will be held in Massachusetts on June 24, 2017.
Details to follow at a later date. 

___________________________________________________________________

Grand Master’s Official
Visitations
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Rhode Island Masonic Field Trip
Saturday, November 26, 2016
“A Haunted Mill, Freemasons, and a Ghost”

October 8, 2016 ---- Northern District
Roger Williams Lodge No. 32

Join us for a late Fall fieldtrip to Rhode Island’s only officially
recognized “haunted” site, where a Freemason’s life came to a
tragic end and where his ghost still haunts the site to this day.
Come hear the story of brother Peleg Walker and visit the remains
of a haunted mill from the early 1800’s, his grave and the sites
associated with the tragedy.

November 16, 2016 ---- Metro District
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
February 2, 2017 ---- Mother Lodge
Mount Vernon No. 4

For information or to sign up
for the trip
Contact Rick Lynch
at rifreemason@rimasons.org

March 10, 2017 ---- Central District
Manchester Lodge No. 12
March 14, 2017 ---- Southern District
Franklin Lodge No. 20
March 28, 2017 ---- Special Visitation
Collegivm Lvminsvm
at Franklin Lodge No. 20
April 11, 2017 ---- East Bay District
Washington Lodge No. 3

RI Freemason
Deadlines
The RI Freemason is published 6 times a
year based on the Masonic Calendar of
the Grand Master's year, which runs from
May to May.

From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue. Unfortunately, we did not
have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate, I have saved the material for
our next issue. As a reminder please submit your material for future issues before the
deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis. As the deadline approaches there
is less and less space available and your material may not be published if received on or
after the deadline date.
A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions;

The issues will be published as follows:
JUNE/JULY
Deadline: May 1st
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Deadline: July 1st
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Deadline: September 1st
DECEMBER/JANUARY
Deadline: November 1st







Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files
Please no PDF files, they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first serve
basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

Fraternally,
Brother, Richard Lynch
Editor:

RWRichard F. Lynch

Associate Editors:

MWLeon C. Knudsen, PGM
WGerald T. Plemmons
Millie T. Hallstrom
Carol R. Plemmons

Editorial Advisior:

MWCarl B. Willi, PGM
RWGrand Secretary

FEBRUARY/MARCH
Deadline: January 1st
APRIL/MAY
Deadline: March 1st
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A Brief History and
Explanation of York Rite
and
the Founding of Providence
Chapter and Council No. 1
The term “York Rite” has been
established for well over 150 years, and
is generally recognized as consisting of
three constituent and indispensable
bodies: the Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons, the Council of Royal and Select
Masters, and the Commandery of
Knights Templars. Together with the Blue
Lodge they teach an integrated story of
Ancient Craft Masonry by a series of
events, biblical and legendary, each body
depending upon the two others for its
Masonic background, and all three
working together in a harmonious
program of Masonic education, teaching
the ancient Masonic story of the building,
destruction, and rebuilding of King
Solomon’s Temple. The Ancient York
Rite stands on the records of history as
the oldest and purest of all Masonic
Rites.
“This Craft came into England in the time
of good King Athelstan’s reign: he made
them both hall and lofty bower of great
honor, to recreate him in both day and
night, and to worship his God with all his
strength. This good lord loved this Craft
full well, and proposed to strengthen it in
every part, on account of several defects,
which he discovered in the Craft. He sent
about into all the land, after all the
Masons of the Craft to come straight to
him, to amend all these defects by good
council, if it so happened. He then
permitted an assembly to be made of
various lords according to rank, dukes,
earls, and barons, also knights, squires
and many more and the great burgesses
of that city, they were all there in their
degree; these were there, each one in
every way to make laws for the state and
these Masons. There they sought by
their wisdom how they might govern it;
there they found out fifteen articles, and
there they made fifteen points.”

Regius Manuscript - circa 1390
Another ancient manuscript informs us.
“Ancient Masonry consists of four
degrees, the first three of which are those
of the Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft
and the sublime Degree of Master
Mason: and a brother, being well versed
in these degrees is eligible to be admitted
to the fourth Degree; The Holy Royal
Arch.”

___________________________________________________________________
The system of Freemasonry known as
the York Rite derives its name from a
legendary assembly of Masons in York,
England in the year 926, long before the
formation of the Grand Lodge of England,
and possibly the first general assembly of
Masons ever held. While some of the
bodies and some of the degrees came to
us from England, the system, as we know
it here, was developed in America and is
largely confined to this country.
All the bodies of the York Rite are
officially recognized by the Grand Lodge;
the degrees are ancient, authentic and
recognized everywhere. Progressively
taken, they shed light upon the prior
degrees and orders and only when you
have all of them is the Masonic fabric of
the Ancient York Rite complete. The
several divisions of the York Rite are
made merely for the purpose of
convenience and compose an integrated
structure. They are not an aggregation of
disconnected Masonic dramas but a
complete story in part legendary and in
part historical.

Providence Royal Arch
Chapter No. 1
There is no means of showing when or
where the companions who organized
Providence Royal Arch Chapter received
the Royal Arch Degree, even if this were
essential. The charter of the Chapter
was originally given by Washington
Chapter No. 6, “Mother,” of New York,
September 3, 1793. It took part in
establishing the General Grand Chapter,
and afterwards in organizing the Grand
Chapter of Rhode Island, on March 12,
1798.
From
the
original
charter
of
Providence Royal Arch Chapter, No. 1
At a Washington Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons, held in the city of New York,
North America, on the third day of
September, A.L. 3793,
WHEREAS, our brother Daniel Stillwell,
in behalf of himself and sundry brethren
now residing at Providence, in the State
of Rhode Island, did on this day present
Memorial to this Chapter, praying that
they might be invested with sufficient
power to form and hold a regular Chapter
of Royal Arch Masons in Providence
aforesaid; and the prayer of the said
Memorial having been granted:
NOW BE IT KNOWN, that by virtue of the
power to us regularly committed we have
in ample form constituted there our
beloved Brethren into a regular Chapter,
by the name and stile of “Providence

Chapter No. 1 of Royal Arch Masons,
held in Providence, Rhode Island,” and
installed the several officers into their
respective stations, in the manner we
have received it, to wit:
The Most Worshipful Brother Daniel
Stilwell, High Priest; the Right Worshipful
Brother Thomas William Moore, King; the
Right Worshipful Jonathan Donnason,
Secretary; the Worshipful Brethren John
Warner, Royal Arch Captain; and Jacob
Smith, Zerubbabel; and the last four
severally by Proxy.”

Providence Council No. 1
The first meeting of the Companions who
afterwards formed Providence Council
was held in St. Johns Hall in the Old
Market House building (so called at that
time) in Providence on March 28, 1818.
The records of that meeting read as
follows:
“The Royal Arch Masons having from
time to time received the degree of Royal
Master and wishing to form a Council met
with previous notice for the purpose at St.
Johns Hall in Providence, March 28,
1818;
viz., Companions; Samuel
Jackson II, William Wilkinson, John
Carlile, Caleb Earle, Philip Peck, Henry
Mumford, Israel Amsbury, Asa Bosworth,
Samuel Warner, and Moses Richardson,
who appointed M.E. Companion Samuel
Jackson II as chairman and Companion
Moses Richardson as Recorder, and
after mature deliberation agreed that it is
advisable to establish a Council of Royal
Masters
and
transact
business
appertaining to said degree until it can be
ascertained where or how a regular
dispensation can be obtained. The above
companions unanimously appointed
Companions; William Wilkinson, Samuel
Jackson II and Moses Richardson to draft
and report the necessary By-Laws for
said Council at the next meeting.” 

York Rite Masonry continues to
prosper in Rhode Island from this early
beginning.
Rhode Island has 9 active Chapters
and 7 Councils that meet monthly. If
you are interested in becoming a York
Rite Mason please contact:
Chapter: riroyalarch@cox.net
Council: jalawsoniii@gmail.com
You will find York Rite Masonry to be
a fulfilling addition to your journey in
Freemasonry.

_____________________________________________________________________

Shelter Harbor, Westerly, RI
By: MWBradford L. Barco, PGM
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Now back to the beginning of the story, after lunch Brother Richard
Lynch and myself asked the manager of the Shelter Harbor Inn if
she knew of a Masonic marker that might be located on the
property, she wasn't sure but told us that we were welcome to look
around. We walked over to a small grove about 150 feet from the
Inn, there was a large stone that had Shelter Harbor Country Club
engraved on the front. As we walked away I turned and looked
back and saw the Square and Compasses engraved on the right
side of the stone. I called out to Rick and said I've found it. Under
the Square and Compasses was engraved A.D. MCMXXVII
(1927). On the top there was a cutout that must have had a plaque
in it, which is now missing, I'm sure it would have given us more
information.

On June 12, 2016, RI College of Rosicrucians met at the Shelter
Harbor Inn in Westerly, RI for our summer solstice meeting with
our ladies. This has been an annual event for our College to meet
each year at the Shelter Harbor Inn since our college was
chartered in 2005. This was a favorite location of our late and Past
Chief Adept, Brother Robert F. Poyton. Rumor has it that this
location was used as a retreat for the Grand Encampment of
Knights Templars in the early 1920's. It was also rumored that a
Masonic marker or stone was erected somewhere on the property
indicating the above.
We know that Templary in the United States has existed in one
form or another for over 240 years. The first date of record for the
conferring of the Order of the Temple was on August 28, 1769,
when Captain William Davis, a Past Master was knighted, Paul
Revere was knighted that same year on December 11th, followed
by General Joseph Warren on May 14, 1770.
The Oldest Encampment on record was in Charleston, South
Carolina. In 1797, almost 30 years after the knighting of Paul
Revere and Joseph Warren, Thomas Smith Webb, one of our Past
Grand Masters (1813-1814) while serving as the Templar
progenitor in the United States, identified the first Grand
Encampment in Philadelphia. Other encampments started to grow
along the Atlantic coast.
An Encampment of Knights of the Red Cross was organized in
Boston, MA in 1801. In 1802 an Encampment of Knights Templar
was organized in Providence, RI. Knights Templary in the United
States became a supreme body in 1816 and was called the
General Grand Encampment of Knights Templar. On June 20 -21,
1816 representatives from the “eight Councils and Encampments
of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders” met in New York
to adopt a Constitution and to elect officers to serve until 1819.
Brother DeWitt Clinton, a former U.S. Senator and the current
Mayor of New York was elected General Grand Master and was
given sovereign control of Templary in the United States.
Through the years Freemasonry continued to grow as did the
membership in the Encampments of Knights Templars. During
those periods however there were peaks and valleys. From 1816
to 1877 membership increased steadily, but started to decline in
late 1877, but shortly thereafter it reversed and a steady rise
continued unabated for 50 years. In 1927 the Grand Encampment
reached its highest membership totaling 453,836.

Fratres of the RI College of Rosicrucians L-R: Michael Northup,
Josef Polichetti, Andre Gregoire, Wyman P. Hallstrom Jr., Robert J. Allen,
Bradford L. Barco, and Steven E. Smith, not pictured – Richard F. Lynch

We do know that the Shelter Harbor Inn is located on a farm dating
back to the 1800's. The original farmhouse is still there. The Inn
was first established in 1911 by Dr. Franklin Lawson from New
York City who purchased the property in order to establish a
community for musicians. This new community was called
“Musiccolony”. It was a retreat for musicians and their families to
relax in between the summer performing season in Newport and
the winter in New York City. In the early 1920's Musiccolony had
grown to include many non-musicians and the community
changed its name to Shelter Harbor.
Now we know that the Masonic stone was erected on the property
in 1927, and certainly must have been used by our Masonic
brothers. The Grand Lodge of New York has been contacted to
see if Dr. Franklin Lawson was a Freemason, that may be the
connection that we are looking for, as of the writing of this article,
we haven't heard back from them. Hopefully some of our older
members may have some additional information that they can
share with us.
The Shelter Harbor Inn is certainly a gem to enjoy now as I'm sure
it was back in the 1920's. Information regarding this article was
obtained through the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar and
from the Shelter Harbor Inn history. 
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Scottish Rite Valley of Providence
Annual Class Dinner – June 2016
By: IllThomas R. Yeaw, 33°

by our Illustrious Deputy Robert F. Ogg, Jr. and the Active and
Active Emeritus members of Supreme Council. Along with their
diplomas the graduates received their Passports, Dues Card and
a label pin. We were also honored to have our Grand Master
present

On June 22, 2016 the Scottish Rite, Valley of Providence held its
Annual Class Dinner at the Masonic Center which was attended
by over 160 members and guests. The ceremonies began with
Invocation by Illustrious Brother Andre Gregoire followed by
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. IllSteven E. Smith, Active for
Rhode Island served as Master of Ceremonies for the evening.
The first order of business was the installation of officers for the
coming year. The ceremony was conducted by IllRobert F. Ogg,
Jr., Deputy for Rhode Island. The presiding officers installed for
the coming year are; Brother Hiram Jamiel II, Thrice Potent
Master; Brother Jesse P. Friedman, Sovereign Prince; Brother
Ronald P. Reed, Most Wise Master; and Brother Kenneth Poyton,
Commander-in-Chief. Congratulations to our new Presiding
Officers and all the Officers installed for the coming year.
Congratulations to our Class of 2016
Michael Amaral
Kenneth A. Brown
Jermane E. Cintron
Andrew R. Cox
Paul T. Fetter, III
Joseph S. Hall, Jr.
Peter H. Horne
Theodore A. Lussier
John B. Paliotta
Kevin W. Powers
Stephen J. Rosasco
Joseph A. Volpicelli

The next order of business was the MSA Ceremony. The
ceremony was conducted by MSA President, Walter Kelly and a
distinguished suite of MSA members. The MSA was conferred this
year upon Brother Stephen Kemp for his many years of service to
the Scottish Rite and the Masonic Fraternity.

During the evening many 50-year and 60-year membership
awards were given out to those brothers in attendance. Also
awards were given out to our members who brought in three or
more candidates who graduated.
The finale of the evening was presentation of diplomas to our
graduating class of 24 new members. The presentation was made

Thomas J. Briggs, Jr.
Albert J. Capobianco, Jr.
Gerard Cournoyer
Edward J. Diggle
Edmund T. Hague
Robert J. Hamlin, Sr.
Tu Cam Le
Kareem Matthews
Andrew L. Palmer
Zachary A. Preston
Michael A. Tumlinson
Wally Walker

________________________________________________________________

Charity Lodge No. 23
Charity Lodge conferred the Master Mason Degree on July
9th in the Charity outdoor lodge. WMike Southern
arranged for excellent weather, slightly overcast and cool,
and as a result we had 37 brothers from many lodges in
attendance. WCarl Richards acting as Tiler informed the
Master that there were many gypsy moth intruders to the
lodge. The Master declared that all moths were “Master
Moths” and that the degree could proceed. The officers
presented the 1st and 2nd sections of the degree in fine form
on one Fellow Craft brother then recessed for a lite dinner
followed by the 3rd section of history and lectures in the main
lodge room. A truly excellent presentation of the Canadian
Charge was given by RWTom Yeaw to close out the
degree. All in attendance remarked on what a fine degree
was presented by the brothers of Charity Lodge and what
an excellent day was had by all. 
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue
East Providence, RI 02914-4556
Telephone: 401-435-4650
Fax: 401-435-4423
Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org
rifreemason@rimasons.org
Web Site: www.rimasons.org
Grand Lodge Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM

Grand Lodge Fall Festival
November 19, 2016
Rhodes on the Pawtuxet
Save the date. Details in the next issue - RI Freemason

