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outside is a nice romanticized idea of composing a message, it
just assaults me as probably not so often the case. I will offer as
evidence the number of times we see weather references in
spring and summer messages, such as birds chirping, grass
being cut, and warm breezes blowing through trees. It entices
the reader to go outside, and enjoy some recreation, as opposed
to winter references, which entice the reader to retreat. In both
cases the idea of the weather being a great subject to refer to for
context is probably misleading just because it is so plainly
obvious.

Brother Wyman P. Hallstrom, III
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Greetings Brethren,
As I sit down to write this message, I am struck by how quickly
the sands of time are falling through my hourglass, like the flakes
of snow drifting by my window, reminding me of how brutally cold
it is outside.
Actually, none of those things are true.
Sometimes, as I go over what I plan to say at the various visits to
lodges and concordant bodies, I deliberately try to avoid those
types of clichés. It does not always work out so well, but we also
see them all the time, in articles and in communications. It is not
a bad thing, per se, as most of them are well meaning ways to
break through a touch of writer’s block or as a conversation
starter, but as an organization that devotes a good portion of one
of its lessons to rhetoric, we can try to do better.
So let us pause to take a look at some of these clichés, and
break them into what they are trying to say and look at some
alternatives. For instance, I could tell you I am sitting here to
write this message, but in reality, what other position is more
beneficial to writing an article? Of course I am sitting here, and
unless it is someplace interesting, you do not really care where I
find my muse and put virtual pen to paper inside my computer.
You as the reader only need to know what the message is, not
where the inspiration hit me. A better way to start perhaps would
be with a bit of relation, such as, “Something interesting
happened when I was in Lodge last week” or “Have you ever
thought about this?” In either example, the first line grabs the
reader’s attention so much more.

So, while I may actually be reclining on my sofa with the TV on
watching the NFL Playoffs, and it may actually be freezing out
while I contemplate the last few months I have planned out for
us, being a bit creative in the first line may draw attention in,
instead of away from the body of the message.
Of course, no good discussion of Masonic clichés would be
complete without the big one, the granddaddy of them all. “You
only get out of Masonry what you put into it.” Wow, profound,
and alas, yes, I have used it myself. More than once, I am afraid,
and yet that one has always driven me crazy and particularly on
the several occasions I have used it. Mainly I do believe that
when a candidate joins our midst, he has already received much
more that he has invested. He has become ONE with us, a part
of the bigger picture, and many men have labored to make it so,
in investigating him and learning the ritual to create this new
Mason. Even if he never learns anything past his proficiency,
just being part of the greatest fraternity known to man is far more
rewarding than his efforts could have achieved on their own,
being left in the profane world. I do believe that the more of
yourself you do invest, the greater the reward, and that is
probably a very similar sentiment, but we cannot, and should
never, diminish the significance of just becoming a Mason in the
first place as belonging to this organization is its own reward.
I hope that you realize that there is a bit of tongue-in-cheek here,
but I have also always felt that more than just an update column
could be used here to spark some discussion or at the very least
a bit of self awareness. That is a significant part of Masonry, the
continual stretching of one’s mind and pushing of one’s
boundaries to create a wider comfort zone. I also hope everyone
realizes that I have also been guilty of each of these devices from
time to time.
(continued on page 5, column 2)

Yes, my term of office is drawing to a close, and I am aware that
there are only a few remaining opportunities to address the
membership, but it does seem like the passage of time is almost
universally marked, (or mocked?) by the hourglass reference. It
does come from our own ritual, so it is only natural to want to use
it, and thus it has a slight edge over many other Masonic clichés,
but it is so overused that we need to dig deeper.
The next big popular thematic cliché in many written messages is
the weather. Everyone knows that living here in New England;
we will get at least 4 or so months of unpleasant weather in
winter. It could be bitterly cold, and it may even snow, but since
most of us are here experiencing it firsthand, the reminder of it
and the shorter days and difficulty getting around, deem this to
be one of the more heinous clichés I run into.
Of course, having an outdoor career may also be jading my
impression of it some, as the idea of sitting in front of a roaring
fire, with a computer to write on, and the cold and snow safely
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Grand Lodge Semi-Annual Communication
November 15, 2014
By: M∴W∴Leon C. Knudsen, PGM

The Semi-Annual Meeting of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
of Free and Accepted Masons for the State of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations was held on November 15, 2014 in the
Grand Lodge building located at 222 Taunton Avenue, East
Providence, RI. The R∴W∴Deputy Grand Master Raymond E.
Hassell opened the session at 1:00 PM and directed his Grand
Master of Ceremonies to retire and inform the M∴W∴Grand
Master Wyman P. Hallstrom, III that Grand Lodge was in session
and ready to receive him.
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declared the Annual Meeting of Grand Lodge Charities open. He
then called upon the Chairman R∴W∴Ronald Reed for the
annual report of Grand Lodge Charities that was approved and
entered into the records. Three Brothers were elected to the
Board of Managers to replace those whose terms were expired
and the Annual Meeting then closed.
M∴W∴Grand
Master
Hallstrom declared the SemiAnnual Meeting of Grand
Lodge again in session and
proceeded to prepare for the
election of officers for Year
2015-2016. The selection of
tellers took place, ballots
cast and collected after
which the tellers retired to
count the ballot. After a time
during
which
minor
discussions took place the
tellers
returned
and
announced the following
election results:

Grand Master - elect
R∴W∴Raymond E.Hassell
Deputy Grand Master - elect
R∴W∴Stephen T. McGuire
Senior Grand Warden - elect
R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci
Junior Grand Warden - elect
R∴W∴Glenn S. Carlson
Grand Treasurer - elect
R∴W∴Michael J. Barboza
Grand Secretary - elect
M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr. PGM
M∴W∴Grand Master Hallstrom was escorted into Grand Lodge
by R∴W∴Ronald Reed, Grand Marshal, given private Grand
Honors and then escorted to the East, there to preside over the
business of the day.

All responded in the affirmative when asked by M∴W∴Grand
Master Hallstrom if they accepted the office to which they had
been elected.

The first order of business was to receive the colors followed by
opening prayer. It was so special to hear the voice of our
R∴W∴Grand Chaplain Emeritus, Brother Judah Rosen offer up
that prayer on behalf of all.

R∴W∴Grand Master-Elect Hassell then addressed Grand Lodge
thanking the Brethren for electing him to this highest of offices in
our Craft and announced that his appointment as District Deputy
Grand Master for the Southern District to be made at the Annual
in May 2015 was R∴W∴Douglas Grant of St. Andrews Lodge
No. 39.
Before closing Grand Lodge M∴W∴Grand Master Hallstrom
thanked all for their attendance at this session and reminded
them of the Fall Festival Banquet that evening at the Shrine
Imperial Room at which time he hopes to personally greet many
of those in attendance. Grand Lodge was then closed in form by
M∴W∴Grand Master Hallstrom.

Next came the report of our M∴W∴Grand Master that was very
well received. His report covered the actions, travel summary,
report of on-going programs and general condition of the Craft
within the jurisdiction. Upon completion of the report and its
acceptance by the body he was accorded a resounding standing
round of applause for his leadership to date.
After cleaning up some minor items on the agenda M∴W∴Grand
Master Hallstrom then suspended the work of Grand Lodge and
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Please join us for the

Grand Master’s Testimonial Dinner
in honor of

Brother, Wyman P. Hallstrom, III
our 159th Grand Master
for the Grand Lodge
of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society
of Free and Accepted Masons
for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
Saturday, April 18, 2015
Jointly hosted by Roger Williams No. 32 & St. Johns No. 1 Providence
Quonset O Club
200 Lt. James Brown Road, North Kingston RI 02852
Social Hour: 6:00 PM

$35.00 Per Person

RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY APRIL 8, 2015 Please contact:
W∴Ron Simoes: 617-429-9886 / ronsimoes@ymail.com
or
W∴Robert O’Brien: 401-487-4750 / bob.obrien@gmail.com
Or visit our secure online marketplace to make your purchase electronically:
https://squareup.com/market/roger-williams-lodge-number-32

Return reservation form with payment by April 8 to:
Roger Williams Lodge #32
c/o Frank Saccoccio, Secretary
928 Atwood Avenue, Johnston RI 02919

St. Johns Lodge #1P
c/o Robert O’Brien, Worshipful Master
86 Greenfield Street, Pawtucket RI 02861

NAME:____________________________________________
ADDRESS:__________________________________________
EMAIL:____________________________________________
TELEPHONE:________________________________________

NUMBER ATTENDING:_________
____CHICKEN FRANCAISE
____ROASTED PRIME RIB OF BEEF
____KOSHER, VEGETARIAN OR VEGAN (CIRCLE
ONE)

AMOUNT ENCLOSED________________________

LODGE:_________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Changing Times in
Freemasonry

Changes for the betterment of the Craft
are good for everyone as long as we all
agree!

By: R∴W∴Raymond E.Hassell, DGM

I’m sitting at home one night, which is a
change for me because, between the
Masons, grandchildren, church and
other activities I am hardly ever home at
night, so I turn on the TV and it’s the
Saturday edition of Thursday night
football. Now I’m wondering when that
came about but it is a pretty good game
between the 49ers and the Chargers.
The 49ers take control in the first half
then the Chargers come back strong in
rd
the 3 quarter and tie the score in the
final seconds and get the win in
overtime. Changes in football are noted
in both time and momentum.
The next day while at church someone
says that her favorite Christmas songs
are on a cassette tape they can no
longer play because the cassette player
broke and she can’t find a new one. She
then said her 16-year old daughter
asked what is a cassette tape? That
made me think about the changes in
music from 45 rpm records to 8 track
tapes to cassettes to CDs DVDs Mp3s
and satellite radio. I’m sure I missed
something but you get the idea.
Our Masonic Craft is certainly not
isolated from change as time moves
forward. I signed the by-laws in 1983
and served as Master in 1990 and my
first appointment to Grand Lodge was
by M∴W∴Donald Hopkins, PGM in
1991. There were 7 Districts and 42
Lodges at that time. When I served as
Grand Marshall with M∴W∴Bob Allen
in 2002 there were 5 districts and 34
lodges. Today we have still 5 districts
but now 24 lodges, however most are
strong and viable and doing the work
that Masons should do. Making new
Masons and doing charitable work in our
communities.
One of the changes that has happened
in Freemasonry, is that years ago it was
kind of taboo to ask someone to think
about joining the Craft. Today we have
advertisements on TV and radio and
also in newspapers. We also have open
houses where we invite the public into
our lodges. This would probably cause
our forefathers to roll over in their
graves but this has been good for the
Craft. Think of some of the changes that
have happened in your lodge since you
were admitted. We all have a new
Master and officers each year but think
about other changes, maybe a new look
to your notice, a special program, and
then think if those changes are good.
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The Country Marquis
and Masonry
By: R∴W∴David Lavery
Grand Historian

(continued from Page 2, Grand Master’s Message)

As of this publication, we will have
completed two more visitations, an
official visit to the Central District at
Daylight Lodge, which was moved to a
Saturday morning from their normal
Monday morning to accommodate those
of us who work, and a fraternal visit to
my ‘other’ lodge, St. Johns No. 1
Providence.
I felt that as a proud
member of a second lodge, it would be
nice to repay the welcome I have always
felt there, by bringing a suite to visit. My
thanks to W∴Robert O’Brien for his help
in making this happen. Behind the
scenes, we continue to work on some of
the projects we started at the beginning
of the year to make things easier for all
of us. As the beginning of the year also
begins the collection of dues, I expect to
see some members being dropped for
NPD. Please be aware that I read each
and every one of these, and am closely
scrutinizing the efforts made to contact
these brothers. I have not even ruled
out trying myself to contact some as
they hit my desk, as sort of an ‘exit
interview’ as I am always curious why
men drift away. I would encourage
lodges to work hard to contact these
brothers, and while I certainly do not
want anyone among us who does not
want to be one of us, I think that as
proud as we are of our lodges, we
sometimes forget that the environment
must fit the brother. A solution may be
to ask the brother to become current
and then demit, and help him find
another lodge he can become part of,
one that may suit his needs better,
whether it be day of the week, or social
environment. We all make a huge effort
to make a new Mason, we should make
every effort to keep him as well, if there
is any chance at all he can be made a
stronger part of our fabric.
That is all I have for you in this issue,
and I hope you have enjoyed it and it
made you chuckle and think. Next time,
I will expound on how we seem to get so
much done when we only do this one
night a month. God bless you my
brothers.
Fraternally,
Wyman P. Hallstrom, III
Grand Master

In the fall, St. Alban's and St. John's
Lodges hosted Alan R. Hoffman,
historical lecturer and translator of the
book Lafayette in America in 1824 and
1825: Journal of a Voyage to the United
States, by Auguste Levasseur, Private
Secretary to General Lafayette. During
his trip Mr. Hoffman lectured mostly on
this wonderful book detailing the
triumphal return trip to America by Major
General Lafayette and the various
events of that extended trip. I had
originally hoped to submit a short article
to the RI Freemason to coincide with the
discussion of this event, but personal
commitments kept me from completing
and submitting the work. What follows
is the first in a series of articles related
to this man's Masonic connections and
Rhode Island connections during the
war.
MARIE-PAUL-JOSEPH-ROCH-YVESGILBERT-MOTIER DE LAFAYETTE
was born at the chateau de Chavagnac
in the province of Auvergne, September
th
6 1757, the same year that St. Johns
Lodge No.1 Providence received their
constitution from the Provincial Grand
Master. Lafayette was 19 years old
when he left the country of his birth to
eventually become “the Hero of Two
Worlds, the Apostle of Liberty”. The
United States revered his services
greatly, while at home he fell from fame
as he tried to mediate between the
Royalists and extremists during the
French Revolution. Many books have
been written on the life of this man and
how uniquely important he was to the
American cause. Yet he never led a
division to that glorious victory he
sought so greatly.He truly demonstrated
a great commitment to America, but
Lafayette's interest in the American
cause was far from unique, as I will
discuss. What characteristic made
Lafayette so special?
Many of the
books written about him also mention
Freemasonry and its impact on
Enlightenment
thought.
Perhaps
Freemasonry, with its meritocratic
views,
reformist
political
views,
propounding of universal virtue were his
driving difference? There were many
other organizations in France at the time
that were steeped in discussion of these
principles of egalitarianism, and how
young Gilbert entered into the fraternity
of Freemasons is still debated. Likewise,
(continued on page 18)
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“For the strength of the Pack is the Wolf,
and the strength of the Wolf is the Pack.”

The Strength of Masonry
By: Brother Stephan Saraidarian
Jenks Lodge No. 24

Excerpt from Brother Rudyard Kipling’s Law of The Jungle.
This is one of my favorite lines. It became even more so after I learned that Rudyard Kipling and I are Masonic Brothers. He was
Initiated on April 5,1886 by dispensation (being under age), Passed on May 3, 1886 and Raised on December 6, 1886. He was
Masonically active for a few years as secretary before turning to focus on other pursuits.
I have always felt that these lines can be applied throughout one’s life. Whether referring to a sports team or a single player, your
fellow employees at work, your family, your country or humanity as a whole. Yet since learning he was a brother, I find every time I
read this I give it a Masonic tilt as it seems to me to speak specifically of a Mason and his lodge.
The strength of a Masonic body is the Masons that constitute it. It doesn’t matter if that body is your Blue Lodge, York Rite, Scottish
Rite, the Shrine. There is no lodge without brothers dedicated to meeting, doing the ritual and doing charitable work in the community.
If our brothers fail to do their duty as officers and members of the lodge, well then it is a lodge only in name. It serves no purpose to
Freemasonry or the world at large and as such does not deserve the protection of fellow Masons.
Masonry also has a duty to its members. It is the duty of Blue Lodge, York Rite, Scottish Rite, The Shrine, Grand Lodge, etc. to stand
by a brother and help him through the hard times in life. Those hard times are not limited strictly to finances. A brother could need
company from a friend, a word of good advice, a visit while sick, a buffer from his enemies who wish to cause harm to his good name or
help with a sick family member. We all swear oaths to this very thing. This is what gives a brother the strength to face a mountain of
adversity and claim victory for what is right, good and just. It is not easy to be kind in an unkind world. It is not easy to be charitable
when surrounded by selfishness in life. This support is what gives strength to a Brother to go out and be the kindness we all want to
see in the world when the adversity in his own life makes him want to retreat into selfishness, solitude and/or despair.
I joined Jenks Lodge No. 24 to be a Rhode Island Freemason for the support it provides, to allow me to do good and be kind. I joined
to give that same support to like-minded fellows who I proudly call my Brothers. This is the duty of the Wolf to the Pack and the duty of
the Pack to the Wolf. Be Proud my Brothers! If ever you feel you cannot carry the light any further into the darker parts of the world.
Call out for help from the “Widow’s Son” and know you are never alone. Your brothers are with you always. Such is the strength of
Freemasonry. Hopefully, when next you see me you will be well and I will be in the South doing my duty as a brother serving his
lodge.

Call of the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations

224th ANNUAL COMMUNICATION
Brethren:
The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted
Masons for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue,
East Providence, Rhode Island

Monday, May 18, 2015
For the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it and the installation of Grand Lodge officers for the
ensuing Masonic year. Grand Lodge will open promptly at 9:00 o’clock A.M. Masters and Wardens, or their proxies, are
required to attend in business suits and to wear their official jewels.
Attest:

Signed:

Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr.

Wyman P. Hallstrom,III

Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr.
Grand Secretary

Wyman P. Hallstrom, III
Grand Master

Masters and Wardens of Subordinate Lodges only are entitled to send proxies who must be members of the same Lodge.

______________________________________________________________________________

Implications of THE LOST WORD
or is it “THE HOLY GRAIL”
of our Masonic Craft
By: Brother, Robert V. Kalian, P.M.
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ancients what the power of the Word is and why it has become
an important theme Freemasonry utilizes and exploits.
Historically the Grail was thought to be taken from a book, in
reality it is an accumulation of words, buried in a very
outstanding agglomeration of power words found in a very
lengthy poem. (6)

(Part II)

“If we fear death we really fear nothingness. But why should we
fear nothingness when we no longer exist? Can we really fear
something that is unknown and unknowable. The other fear is
what we have left undone and what we should or could be doing
before death. (3)
Can the power of the word create something from nothing?
In the beginning was the WORD and the word was with
God: all things were made through him and without him
anything made that was made. In him was LIFE and the
LIFE was the LIGHT.
Genesis 1
At this point let me remind the reader in the drama of the Garden
of Eden, the point whereby Adam and Eve both ate from the fruit
of the forbidden tree, man lost his closeness to deity and
consequently his spiritual awareness. Note well: Deity did not
withdraw from man; man withdrew from deity and lost his
closeness with God. The Supreme Being always has and forever
will remain constant – man is the variable and in that which man
can lose or has lost he can find again. Here we find in the earliest
annals of history something that is lost leading to the great
search of the missing need. Thus elevating the search of a lost
item to a very exciting plane all-leading into our modern society.
Such was the power and as such still is the power of the word as
handed down to us through the ages. Because of this great
power God used the use of the word and the power of word, it
became quite evident the opposite of the word (the Lost “no”
Word) postulates an extremely important position in our lives.
What makes it even more exciting is the search for that which is
missing but in reality something not existing in the first place.
“The mental illuminations of the Lost Word is finding a lost
treasure intellectually parallels the search of the Holy Grail.
Embroiled in the search for the Lost Word is a lost treasure being
intellectually academic and not having a physical presence. In
the search of the Holy Grail, and the seeking of it one grows,
learns, experiences, and eventually discovers a hidden treasure.
Its theme is discovering the Divine. And that is not to be taken
lightly, because it is a real treasure to find, which was lost. The
entire point of the lost word is that each of us must make every
effort to recover it. (5) Knowledge of the degrees of Freemasonry
cannot give the candidate the “Lost Word”, for the degree does
not possess it. If the givers of the degree did not possess, they
could not communicate it. That is an impossibility! The “True
Word and Lost Word”, by its inherent nature, can only be
discovered by the individual himself and only a substitute was
offered. Previously in the Entered Apprentice Degree when the
candidate knelt at the altar he demonstrated to the Lodge that he
has now opened the door to manhood and he can pray for
himself.
In order to completely understand what makes the importance of
the Lost Word, we must review history. For here we will find the
causes and reasons for our search and where the Word was lost.
“The Word, Word, has power. The treasure of the Word is the
“Holy Grail” of Freemasonry and involved in its recovery is the
significance of the search”. Showing the ancient parallel of the
Holy Grail and the missing Word does not demonstrate a direct
descent or devolution but a strict parallelism from history into our
modern age. What we do learn is the understanding from the

“In our modern society the importance of Words has become
highly magnified. Words have evolved through the ages in
lockstep with humankind. Perhaps more than any other factor, it
is the mastery of language that sets us apart from the animal
world. But Words are slippery things. We often hear statements
such as “those are only Words”. It is well-known they can be
used to deceive as well as to illuminate. In any debate similar
language is used by both sides to present completely opposing
views.” (7)
“The myth of the Tower of Babel implies that there was once a
time when language was common to all humans, and it may be
true of the most primitive “languages,” like those of many animals
today, may have been shared in common. But as language
moved beyond the most basic forms a divergence took place.
Isolated human societies developed their own special
vocabularies and methods of communication. (8)
“The power of words helped our ancestors to progress, step-bystep, and yet there was contained therein a very strict
confinement – limits of human memory. Even the most inclusive
mind can remember only so much, and when that knowledge is
passed on to successive generations there is always leakage. In
the passage of time, what had been fixed became fabled, ideas
slurred and merged, names and places morph into myth. (9)
Words are powerful, but time is going and memory is frail. The
power of the word was first introduced to mankind in the prehumanoid creation period. Genesis I. Over the centuries the
power of the word used in the creation of the world went into a
process of evolution whereby the word became the name of God.
There arose in our ancient histories various theories and
interpretations of the name of God. This was used to signify a
monotheist or ultimate supreme being from which all other divine
attributes derive and has been a subject of ecumenical discourse
between Eastern and Western scholars for over 2000 years. (10)
The nature of a holy name can be described as either personal or
attributive. In many cultures it is often difficult to distinguish
between the personal and the attributive names of God, the two
divisions necessarily shading into each other. (11) Here we find
the first traces of the Lost “Name of God.” At this point I must
digress for a moment, in order to prevent any misunderstanding
of what I may be pointing to. The ancients were actually
monotheists, believing in one Supreme Being. But because of the
true philosophical understanding of God and the infancy of the
early interpretation of religion and the one spiritual God, early
mankind did not know or understand the true attributes of God
and because of such limitations they had separate names and
separate interpretations of the power of the deity. Later as time
evolved, because of the confusion and disconcerted
interpretation of the singular God, civilization for a period of time
degenerated into polytheism.
According to the Bible, the name of God was used during the
lifetime of Adam and Eve, but was unused or lost during the time
of Abraham and by the time Moses was born the Scriptures
implied that none of mankind still knew the name. In the book
of Exodus, God commands Moses to tell the people that
“I AM” and sent him, to face the wrath of the Egyptian Pharaoh.
(continued on page 8)
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(continued from Page 7, The Lost Word)

This is revered as one of the most important names of God
according to Masonic tradition being at this point in history the
actual name of God was lost.

Historical Masonic Tour
Revolutionary War Forts and Sites
in Rhode Island

Then Moses said to God, if I come to the people of Israel and say
to them, the God of your fathers has sent me to you, and they
asked me, what is his name? What shall I say to them? God said
to Moses, I am who I am. And he said, say this to the people of
Israel, YHWH possibly the One who is, was and will be and a
third person form of “I AM” i.e. “the One Who (Eternally) Is” has
sent me to you. God also said to Moses, say this to the people of
Israel, “ I AM, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaiah, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you: this is
my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all
generations.”
Exodus 3:13-15

On November 29, 2014 about 25 Masons and 6 of our ladies met
at Grand Lodge to set out on a day long adventure from one end
of our state to the other. Most Worshipful Brother Wyman
Hallstrom, III had persuaded R∴W∴Rick Lynch to put together a
tour around Rhode Island of some of our Historic sites from the
Revolutionary War period. I will say it was a cold morning when
we started out. We decided to car pool, instead of 25 cars all
going to the same places. I was able to ride with the Grand
Master and Diane, but it took a few attempts to get in and out of
their jeep. I guess I’m not as young as I used to be although by
the fourth stop I had it down pretty good.

Of all the material that we can understand the creation of man
alone brings them to the level that he alone can declare “I AM”.
But those words are far more than a declaration of a material
fact. To so declare the factor of “I AM” is a recognition of
consciousness, a statement to recognize individuality. An
affirmation of divinity, for only God, and man, made in His image,
can declare “I AM”. Not in a mere statement but rather in the
complete realization of its implications, is the power we seek, for
it is an affirmation of immortality. (12)

By: R∴W∴Raymond E. Hassell, DGM

The first stop was right here in East Providence on Veteran’s
Parkway where Hog Pen Point Fort once stood. As one of the
highest elevations in East Providence and with a good view of
the bay in the late 1770s there were 4 cannons mounted at this
defensive fortification. There is not much left of the Fort but some
earthen embankments. Opposite the first overlook parking area,
just up from Watchemoket Square there is a memorial, erected
during the American Bicentennial, that you can see today. That
area also overlooked Fort Hill that was used during WW I in
1917.

Only we as Masons in our affirmation of divinity can claim “I AM.”
In that faith we as Masons embody we have the realization we
are in the image of God.
“God reveals himself to his people of Israel by making his name
known to them. A name expresses one’s essential identity and
the meaning of one’s life. God has a name; he is not an
anonymous force. To disclose one’s name is to make oneself
known to others; in a way it is to hand oneself over by becoming
accessible, capable of being known more intimately and
addressed personally.”
“In revealing his mysterious name, YHWH (“ I AM HE WHO IS”, “I
AM WHO AM” or “I AM WHO I AM”), God says who he is and by
what name he used to be called. This divine name is mysterious
just as God is a mystery. It is at once a name revealed and
hence it better expresses God as to what he is – infinitely above
everything that we can understand or say: he is the (hidden
God), his name is ineffable, and he is the God who makes
himself close to man.
God through his revelation of “ I AM “ he has identified himself
directly in relation to man. For man is the only creature on the
face of the earth that can say “I AM”. Here at the inclusion of the
statement he is saying that I have created you in my image.
Now we have it, the name of God was lost in the clouds of
antiquity. A name the centuries has ignited man to search for that
which was lost and receiving from it the knowledge of the great
light of the Holy Grail.
(to be continued next issue)
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Next on the stop was Fort Barton in Tiverton, which again was on
the highest elevation and had an observation tower erected at
the top. From the deck you could see the entire bay and we had
a great view of Newport. We took time to take some group
pictures before heading to Butts Hill Fort in Portsmouth, which is
almost across the street from St Johns Lodge No. 1. We spent
about a half hour there and then headed to Conanicut Battery in
Jamestown. In 2002 it was dedicated the Conanicut Battery Park
and it is worth the ride to look around and get an idea of just how
these fortifications worked and the planning behind them.
Beavertail Light House was the next stop where we took time to
have a sandwich as we all packed a lunch because there would
not be time to stop in a restaurant and complete our tour. Fort
Adams, the high light of our tour, was the next and final stop. It
was now later in the afternoon and as the sun was getting lower
in the sky and though it had warmed a little during the day it was
really cooling down now. We met Matthew ‘Doc’ Perry the Fort
Adams archivist, who had discovered several suspected Mason’s
marks.
(continued on page 10)
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Rhode Island Masonic – Shrine
Florida Luncheon
East Coast
AMARA SHRINE - - - PALM BEACH GARDENS
February 28, 2015
Amara Shrine Center, 3650 RCA Blvd.
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
Cocktails 11:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Luncheon 12:00 Noon
LUNCHEON MENU
Beef or Fish
Entrees include: Salad, Potatoes, Vegetables, Bread & Butter,
Dessert, Coffee and Iced Tea.

$20.00 per/person
All reservations must be prepaid by February 13, 2015
Checks made payable to Amara Shrine
Send to:
Richard L. Ault, Jr.
nd
7129 42 Drive N.
West Palm Beach, FL 33404
Please contact Most Worshipful Brother Richard L. Ault
401-738-4180 or 401-487-6137 for additional information
Most Worshipful Grand Master, Wyman P. Hallstrom, III and
Shrine Potentate Ill∴Glenn E. Medeiros, Sr.
will be present to welcome our new 50-year members
ALL MASONS, SHRINERS AND THEIR LADIES AND GUESTS
ARE WELCOME

From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I want to thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue. Unfortunately,
we did not have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate, I have saved the
material for our next issue. As a reminder please submit your material for future issues
before the deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis. As the deadline
approaches there is less and less space available and your material may not be published
if received on or after the deadline date.

RI Freemason
Deadlines
We are bringing the RI Freemason in
line with the Masonic Calendar of the
Grand Master's year, which runs from
May to May.

A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions;
•
•
•
•
•

Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files
Please no PDF files they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first
serve basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

The issues will be published as follows:
JUNE/JULY
Deadline: May 1st
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Deadline: July 1st
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Deadline: September 1st

Respectfully,
Brother, Richard Lynch
Editor:

R∴W∴Richard F. Lynch

Associate Editors:

M∴W∴Leon C. Knudsen, PGM
W∴Gerald T. Plemmons
Millie T. Hallstrom
Carol R. Plemmons

Editorial Advisor:

M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom Jr. PGM
R∴W∴Grand Secretary

DECEMBER/JANUARY
Deadline: November 1st
FEBRUARY/MARCH
Deadline: January 1st
APRIL/MAY
Deadline: March 1st

Page 10

February/March 2015

__________________________________________________________________

(continued from Page 8, Masonic Tour)

Fort Adams was established on July 4, 1779 as a first system
coastal fortification. The Fort was active during the War of 1812,
the Mexican – American War, the Civil War, the Spanish –
American War, WW l and WW ll.
We got a special tour of the fort from Doc Perry even into areas
that are not included on any tours. We saw some of the Mason’s
marks in various parts of the fort. These were placed by the Irish
Stonemasons that were brought to this country to build the fort.
They were overseen by Scottish Freemasons who were
operative Master stonemasons who were employed just for that
purpose.
If you have not been to Fort Adams before or taken the tour you
have no idea what you are missing. I might suggest a day
warmer than 20s or 30s with wind and showers unless you dress
with a few layers!

Report from the Masonic Districts
METRO DISTRICT

R∴W∴Glenn S. Carlson, DDGM
Greetings Brethren,
First of all Scott and I would like to wish you, all those that we
have not seen and wished in person, a Happy, Healthy and
Prosperous New Year! "May the best of your yesterdays be the
worst of your tomorrows" to quote and old Irish toast.”
Secondly, I would like to congratulate our current Deputy Grand
Master, R∴W∴Raymond E. Hassell on being elected Grand
Master-Elect of our Grand Jurisdiction this coming May. I would
also like to extend my congratulations to R∴W∴Stephen T.
McGuire and R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci on being elected to Deputy
Grand Master and Senior Grand Warden respectively. I would
also like to thank those brethren in attendance at the Grand
Lodge Semi-Annual that placed my name upon their ballot to
allow me to continue my journey and become a member of
Grand Council this coming May. Thank you all from the bottom of
my heart.
Scott and I have been busy through the holiday season starting
with the Annual Installation of Overseas Lodge No. 40 back in
November. Congratulations to Worshipful Joseph Bennett for
taking the helm from Worshipful Michael Gardiner. Worshipful
Gardiner and his officers have really been marching forward and

have been actively getting the message out that Overseas Lodge
is alive and well! W∴Bennett, now that you're between the devil
and the deep we will expect you to keep the ship on course and
eight bells and all will be well! Did you like all those Navy terms I
tossed in there? Seriously brothers, congratulations to both of
you and your officers. We look forward to stopping by in the
future.
We also had the pleasure of receiving our Grand Master
M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III to the Metro District at the host
lodge Redwood No. 35 for his Official Visitation in December.
W∴Jeffrey Saunders procured a friend of his, known for his
expertise in coffee. Mr. Mark Hundley gave a presentation on
"How to Make a Better Coffee." This included the start to finish
life of coffee bean, making it a very informative and entertaining
program. I would like to thank all the brethren that attended that
evening, the brethren in both suites as well as the members of
Redwood Lodge. Special thanks to the members of my mother
lodge, Manchester No.12, who also attended. I'm still wondering
who they were there to support me or the Grand Master? You
guys are great! The night ended with all going downstairs to
sample the different blends of coffee made by hand. It seemed
like the camaraderie and fellowship went on forever. It may have
been all the coffee we drank, I don't think anyone slept that night!
We have also dropped by unannounced in the Metro District to
witness some outstanding Degree work conferred by both Past
Masters and current officers of the Lodges. Most recent was the
Entered Apprentice Degree at Jenks Lodge, outstanding work!
Congratulations to our newest Masons from Jenks Lodge and to
the officers for making them so. Scott and I always love to view
great ritual and floor work, keep it up brothers! Looking forward
to seeing more great work in the near future.
Here are the upcoming dates for the Metro District, we hope you
will be able to attend:
Visitations:
Overseas Lodge No. 40

February 10th

Jenks Lodge No. 24

March 23rd

St. Johns Lodge No. 1P

April 15th

Officers Forum

Annual Communications:
Redwood Lodge No. 35

May 11, 2015

Rising Sun Lodge No. 30 May 22, 2015
I would like to leave you with this toast:
“May Light always surround you;
Hope kindle and rebound you.
May your Hurts turn to Healing;
Your Heart embrace Feeling.
May Wounds become Wisdom;
Every Kindness a Prism.
May Laughter infect you;
Your Passion resurrect you.
May Goodness inspire
your Deepest Desires.
Through all that you reach for,
May your arms Never Tire.”
- D. Simone
Scott and I look forward to seeing you soon in our travels, Travel
Safe Brothers...

____________________________________________________________________

EAST BAY DISTRICT

R∴W∴Kenneth F. Poyton, DDGM
Greetings from the East Bay District,
I must say that it has been very busy in the East Bay District and
we have much more to do. All the Installations have been
completed and Michael and I want to wish the new lines of
officers the very best in the upcoming year. We also want to
thank the outgoing Masters for all the courtesies extended to us
during their term as Worshipful Master.
As we all know this past November, Brother Raymond Eric
Hassell the Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master was elected
to be the next Grand Master of this Grand Jurisdiction. To the
brothers of the East Bay District, he is one of your own and I
know he appreciated your attendance and support at the SemiAnnual. We all congratulate him on his election and wish him the
best on his journey.
Every now and then something happens that I feel the need to
write about. I would like to tell you about such an incident at the
annual of St. Andrews Lodge No. 39 that touched me. We all
know how attached we as Past Masters are to our Past Master’s
Jewel and know that when we give it up we have probably gone
to the Celestial Lodge above. Fathers have given their Past
Masters Jewel to their sons after they have completed their term
as Master. I know this because my father presented me his Past
Masters Jewel when my term was finished. Other than my
wedding ring, this may be the most important item that I wear.
When it came time to present W∴Francis J. Sousa his Past
Masters jewel the Tyler was escorted to the East to present the
jewel to him. (The Tyler of the Lodge is Brother Richard Wilson,
Past Master of Saint Andrews Lodge in 1983). Brother Wilson
then proceeded to take his Past Master’s jewel from his pocket
and placed it in the pocket of Brother Sousa. In my mind, what
makes this so special is that Brother Wilson and Sousa are not
relatives. The relationship between the two of them (which I later
found out and will not go into) is very special. I am sure that
Brother Sousa will forever cherish his Past Masters Jewel just
like I do. Brother Sousa, wear it in good health.
Just as busy as it has been, the rest of the Masonic Year will be
just as busy. We will see a lot of each other these next two
months and I could not be happier. There are three DDGM
Visitations and one Grand Masters Visitation to the District.
Adelphoi Lodge No. 33

February 3, 2015

St. Andrews Lodge No. 39

February 12, 2015

The work of the evening will be the Officers Forum. All
officers are expected to attend.
St. Albans Lodge No. 6

March 11, 2015

MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND MASTERS OFFICIAL
VISITATION TO THE EAST BAY DISTRICT
rd
Tuesday, March 3 at Adelphoi Lodge No. 33. The Most
Worshipful Grand Master will be received into the Lodge at
7:30 PM.

EDUCATION SECTION
Instead of an excerpt from the “Masters Book” I am putting in
some useful information from the Constitution about balloting at
an Annual Communication and voting on a prospective member
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and how they differ. The key words are wish and all. I hope you
find this information useful.
LODGE ANNUAL
After a DDGM has declared the ballot open for any of the elected
positions the next words that come out of his mouth are “Have all
members balloted who wish to?” The key word here is wish.
The Constitution does not mandate that you vote on an elected
position. Many times you have heard the Grand Master of
Ceremonies state that 24 members are present who can actually
vote but when the tellers announce the results they may say that
20 ballots were cast for the position of Master. In this case, four
brothers decided not to vote.
BALLOT ON A PROSPECTIVE MEMBER
After the petition and the report of the Investigating Committee
has been given, the Master of the Lodge will remind every
regular member present that it is their duty to vote unless they
have been excused from voting by the Master. The ballots will
be spread to all regular members of the lodge (unless excused
from voting). Once balloting has been finished, the Master will
satisfy himself that all members present unless excused have
voted. The key word here is all. In this case the answer must
be yes.

NORTHERN DISTRICT

R∴W∴Gary S. Kaufman, DDGM
I trust that everyone had a happy holiday season. All the
Northern District lodges were very busy celebrating and having a
great time. Of course it was especially nice as the lodges
participated in local charity events to help the homeless,
homeless shelters, food banks, Toys for Tots and other
organizations that need our help during the holidays. Thank you
brethren for your unwavering dedication and generosity to all
these causes.
Mark and I were present for Morning Star Lodge’s Master Mason
Degree in December. I was very proud to be a Mason that night.
The ritual was excellent and the candidates were given the best
we have to offer. That night, Morning Star Lodge also offered the
degree for several candidates from Overseas Lodge as a
courtesy. Great work my brothers!
January was a busy month. Mark and I officiated at the Morning
Star Annual Communication and installed a full line of officers.
The food was great and the lodge is set for another year. January
th
17 was not only Morning Star’s Annual, but the Grand Master’s
Official Visitation to the Central District at Daylight Lodge.
Unfortunately, as we had the Morning Star Annual, Mark and I
were not able to attend.
In February, my official visitation to Mt. Moriah Lodge will be on
February 27th. This is also the Officer’s Forum for the District. I
look forward to a full crowd of officers from the District. My guess
is there ‘may’ be a place to go afterwards to further discuss the
topics of the evening! There are two other visitations on the
schedule in March. On March 5th is Morning Star Lodge’s District
th
Deputy Visitation and on March 14 , the visitation will be to
Roger Williams Lodge No. 32. Mark and I very much enjoy these
visitations to meet brethren we have not met before and to
continue friendships of the brethren we do know. Watch for us to
make surprise fraternal visits as well.
The Northern District has lodges that are solid and vibrant.
These lodges incorporate Masonic functions with family.
(continued on page 12)
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Spouses and significant others regularly attend dinners and
functions making each lodge a family lodge. This, I believe, is
the secret to their success. Mark and I are very much enjoying
our travels in the Northern District this year and look forward to
the rest of the year.
“Freemasonry is a beautiful system of morality, veiled in
allegory, and illustrated by symbols.”
Harry S. Truman – President of the United States

CENTRAL DISTRICT

R∴W∴Robert B. Ellston, DDGM
Warm Winter Greetings:
The holidays are well behind us and I hope and trust that all of
the brethren and their families were blessed with a Happy and
Joyous Holiday Season.
As we enter what is sometimes referred to as the ‘cold and
dismal time of the year’, the Central District lodges are really
starting to heat things up. Some of the lodges have planned
“get-away-weekends” and others have “special” Game Dinners
scheduled, in addition to other planned events. Some of these
events are adults only, but others are, bring the whole family, in
short, something for everybody and a good time for all. That
being said, this does not preclude the fact that all of the lodges
are working to make new Masons. The respective lodges are
investigating, voting on, initiating and passing candidates. On
the non-degree evenings, informative speakers are planned to be
in attendance to enlighten the brethren.
Perhaps the biggest event we have scheduled is the upcoming
District Charity Event. This year the lodges of the Central District
are planning to hold a Saint Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance, which
th
at 7:30 PM.
will be held on Saturday, February 14
Arrangements have been made to hold this event at the Cranston
Portuguese Club located at 20 Second Avenue, Cranston, RI.
The proceeds from this event will go toward the purchase of a
Handicap Accessible Van for 13-year old Noah Gorman who
suffers from Cerebral Palsy, Epilepsy and Chronic Lung Disease
among other ailments. Tickets for this worthy event are
$25.00/person can be purchased through the Officers of any of
the Lodges within the District, myself or W∴Keith Moan my
Grand Master of Ceremonies. What a wonderful way to spend
an evening with your special someone and do a good deed at the
same time. Come on down and help us make it a success!
May we always remember those less fortunate by keeping
Charity and Brotherly Love in our hearts and minds.

SOUTHERN DISTRICT

R∴W∴Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM
“The only way on Earth to multiply happiness is to divide it”
….Paul Sherer
As I pen this article, we are but a mere week away from
Christmas and still one week more from the beginning of a new
year. It seems fitting that the phrase “The Sands of Time” we are
all familiar with would be an appropriate fit but I will not reiterate
that part of our ritual which you all know too well.
With the New Year upon us it is my sincere wish that your
holidays were filled with happiness and that you took a moment
to reflect on blessings received. It is all too often that we truly

forget what should be near and dear to our hearts and how
swiftly the sands of time do slip away imperceptibly before our
eyes. I personally have much to be thankful for and I suspect you
all do too. Fraternally speaking, I’m grateful for the opportunity to
represent the Southern District and experience the hospitality
and brotherly affection they freely give.
Our journey is half over in the South but as of this issue there will
be 4 new Masters leading their lodges to a successful and
prosperous year. At Hope Lodge No. 25, we will have had the
honor to present a 50-year Service Medal to Brother
Abrahamson, what a wonderful occasion to have the opportunity
to share Masonry with his Brothers for 50 years; we should all be
so fortunate.
We still have a few visitations to complete and Brad and I hope
you will stop by to visit with us, and more especially your brothers
of the Southern District. I know that we’re Rhode Islanders and
driving cross state is like driving cross country but grab a few
brothers and drive together, it makes the ride down enjoyable
and heck, you may even like it.
In closing, a house divided is weak, make the commitment this
year to reunite with your brothers and strengthen our house and
spread the message of our beloved Craft.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
By: Brother, Timothy Culhane
We had an amazing and successful late autumn of 2014. In
November we had a fascinating speaker. Roberta Mudge
Humble, Professor of English at CCRI, gave a presentation on
“Rhode Island’s Firsts, Bests and Uniques” which gave us insight
to many of our State’s facts. It was interesting to discover just
how much we did know about Rhode Island and how much we
didn’t. We were also treated to an array of fine baked goods
provided by Warwick Assembly No.15 of Rainbow Girls. During
our December communication the Fellow Craft degree was
conferred on nine candidates. The officers presented a
memorable degree whose pinnacle was the delivery of a flawless
and captivating Middle Chamber lecture by Worshipful Brother
Ed Bertrand who continues to raise St. Johns “A Game”.
We also celebrated the holiday season with our annual
Christmas Party, which was held at the Imperial Room of the
Shrine. The Shrine was decorated in a spectacular fashion
reflective of the joys of the season. It was well attended and
everybody had a great time. On the Saturday before Christmas,
with the help of brothers from all over the state and Rhode Island
Rainbow and DeMolay, St. Johns held their annual “Christmas
Food Baskets for the Needy”. Always a sight to behold, the
intricate dance of coordinated and controlled chaos that marks
this event also reminds us of the great power to do good that we
have as Masons, and that truly, many hands make light work. In
the estimation of our Senior Deacon and myself, over 100
baskets were filled to render assistance to many who find it
difficult to make ends meet during the holidays. Our efforts were
rewarded by a fine breakfast for all who helped by the brothers of
Daylight Lodge. On behalf of the Worshipful Master, Wardens
and Brethren of St. Johns No.1P, thank you to the workers,
cooks, friends and family that participated, especially Brother Ed
McDonald who puts in so much effort every year to make this
event a success.
(continued on page 13)
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We are also proud of our sponsored Gaspee Chapter of
DeMolay, which has prospered during its first year. They ended
th
their year with a meeting on December 28 followed by a
Christmas Party. The event was well attended with the Grand
Master, DeMolay State executives, RI Rainbow Girls and guests
from Connecticut and Massachusetts in attendance.
We
continue to support Gaspee Chapter and look forward to their
growth and prosperity in the coming year.
So what’s coming up? Plenty! During the February 18th regular
communication, St. Johns is proud to host Dr. Stephen F. Schiff
who will be speaking on a topic to which we should all be paying
attention, men’s health. He is an honors graduate of Princeton
University and finished his urology training at Harvard Medical
School (MGH) where he also completed an American Cancer
Society Clinical Fellowship in Oncology. He was full time faculty
at Yale School of Medicine prior to joining the clinical faculty at
Brown University in 1992. We look forward to his presentation.
For our March 18th communication we will confer the first section
of the Master Mason degree on all available candidates, with the
second and third sections being conferred during a special
st
communication on Saturday the 21 . We hope you can join us for
the degree work.
Finally, as we are in the adolescence of 2015, please come and
join us in lodge. Many brothers attend, but there are many faces
missing. If you haven’t been coming to lodge, I am inviting you to
make a commitment to come to at least one or two regular
communications, or more if you can. If you have been away for a
while please come back into the open arms of your brothers. If
we haven’t seen you, then you are missed, and even if we
haven’t heard from you in a while, remember that you are never
forgotten.

Friendship Lodge No. 7
By: Brother, Trevor Humphrey
Friendship Lodge finished our holiday season this year with our
rd
regular meeting on January 3 where we conferred the Fellow
Craft degree on our 2014 candidates. All the officers did a
wonderful job in presenting the degree. It has become the
tradition here at Friendship that the Senior Deacon presents the
Middle Chamber lecture. This year it was Robert Barrows’s turn
to shine, and shine he did. He did not miss a beat and did not
just recite the lectures, but performed them, making them come
alive. It was a very memorable and moving experience for the
candidates and all who attended.
On February 28th we will have our regular meeting, which will be
our annual corned beef and cabbage night, so please remember
to get your reservations in. Normally this would be held at our
March meeting, however due to the interesting manner of being a
“Moon lodge”, there will be no meetings in March. Do not worry,
we will be hard at work as always.
We will have a blood drive at the lodge on Wednesday, March
25th, please contact us for more information. This drive has been
a big success in the past and will be again this year due to the
hard work of W∴Schanck. On average we collect just over 20
pints. As we all know, blood saves lives. One pint can help up to
three people, but it has a short shelf life, which is why the RI
Blood Center needs our help to make sure that they always have
enough supply to meet the demand. If you are available please
come in, role up your sleeve and save a life.
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Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
By: Brother, Andy Akers
When Brother Roger Lapire began his search for a new
Mt. Moriah Lodge correspondent for the RI Freemason, the
timing was just right for me. I just had a job transition and plenty
of time for the third part of the 24-inch gauge. I'm honored to
assist and share what's happening here.
As of this writing, we are enjoying a lovely holiday season. Over
the last two months, we have installed a new Master, W∴Dave
Lancaster, PM, and our former Master Mike Picard has moved to
the Chaplain's chair. So, you might ask, who is the Marshall?
W∴Ron Reed, one of W∴Dave's longtime friends. More on
Dave and Ron in a moment.
If you've been to a regular communication at Mt. Moriah Lodge,
in the last year or two, you might remember Brother Alan
Ahlstrom, who served as senior warden for W∴Picard. Alan had
a job change in May 2014 involving a move to Connecticut and
was unable to serve, so W∴Mike was faced with a shake-up of
his line. He couldn't continue to a second year as Master, and the
Junior Warden at the time, Brother Jim Caouette was not
comfortable skipping the senior warden’s chair to bridge the gap.
Out of the blue, Dave Lancaster volunteered to serve as Master,
and the line was repaired. As the new line was being installed by
R∴W∴Gary Kaufman our DDGM, an unusual thing happened,
R∴W∴Gary asked R∴W∴Bob Ellston, DDGM for the Central
District and a member of Mt. Moriah Lodge to install Dave. Why,
one might ask? Turns out R∴W∴Bob has known Dave for about
45 years!
As I've gotten to know W∴Dave, his Masonic story and cement
of friendship has become more and more impressive and
heartwarming.
I asked R∴W∴ Bob to fill me in on the details. Bob was raised at
Mt. Moriah in 1970. Subsequently he married and Bob Jr. joined
Cub Scouts. W∴Dave had a son in the same troop, and Bob and
Dave became quick friends. As Cubs became Boy Scouts, Dave
became Assistant Scoutmaster and Bob served as Parent’s
Committee Chairman, working together to oversee the troop.
Around that time W∴Dave was raised at Barney Merry Lodge
No. 29 in Pawtucket, RI, and invited R∴W∴Bob, who had been a
Master Mason for years, to affiliate. Soon thereafter, Dave and
Bob were in line together, and Dave became Master with Bob
right behind him.
Rewinding for a second, as it turned out many years before,
Dave's wife Judy had known Bob in high school. At the same
school, Judy had also been close friends with Joanne, who is
now married to R∴W∴Ron Reed. This longstanding friendship
between Judy and Joanne brought Ron and Dave together into a
great and long lasting friendship. As you might guess on this
track, Dave recruited Ron into Barney Merry Lodge while Bob
was Master, and Bob raised Ron.
As circumstances would have it, Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
conferred a courtesy EA degree for Barney Merry Lodge on Ron.
W∴Bob provided Ron's EA obligation while Fred Mears served
as lodge Master.
Ron joined the line at Barney Merry Lodge No. 29 and in a few
years achieved the rank of Worshipful Master. Three close
friends became closer as three Past Masters together, bringing
innumerable young Masons to light.
(continued on page 14)
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Ron humbly serves as our Right Worshipful Grand Marshall. Bob
is the DDGM for the Central District and Ritual Advisor to the
officers of Mount Moriah Lodge. R∴W∴Ron and R∴W∴Bob
have prominent roles at Grand Lodge, and we are very lucky to
have this strong triangle of friends in the East at Mount Moriah
Lodge. Seeing them work together so seamlessly and so crisply
brings us all closer in admiration of and participation in the
fraternity, witnessing the great product of our work, sharing
memories and making new ones. These three strong ashlars
come together to form a perfect right triangle and square the
room, "these three wise and strong ashlars".

Harmony Lodge No. 9
By: Brother, Robert Fish
Wrapping up November, we held our Annual Communication and
welcomed our new Worshipful Master, Steven Waxman to the
East. Due to some “misplaced” gavels, the attendance was
terrific, with brothers from Roger Williams and Redwood Lodges,
both of which were able to recover their lost gavels.
Unfortunately, Worshipful Waxman unaware of the missing gavel
tradition, discovered his brand new, hand made, gavel had gone
missing!
On November 22nd we held our Annual Banquet with
entertainment by Brother Frank Castellone and his band.
Another highlight was the Most Worshipful Grand Master
bestowing the “selfie degree” on many of the Brethren.

It was a bloody mess as Harmony Brothers gathered at the lodge
all armed with sharp instruments preparing to cut deer for the
Game dinner. Cutting the Deer, 6 so far, is just one of the fall
rituals at Harmony.
W∴David Armstrong along with brothers; David Desplaines and
Carl Noelte attended the Grand Master’s Masonic tour of
Revolutionary Forts along Narragansett Bay. All report it was a
fantastic event.
December kicked off with brothers talking trash, having received
a presentation from Rhode Island Resource Recovery we are a
lodge full of trash talk. Relief came when the Brothers went to
support Manchester Lodge at their DDGM visitation on Friday,
th
December 4 , followed by 19 Brothers, off to visit the sick and
th
shut-in brethren on Saturday the 6 . It was truly a day of joyful
noise as we returned to lodge to find dozens of children with
parents and grandparents singing jingle bells, eating hot dogs
and visiting with Santa, all of which was enhanced by the joyful

hearts of the brothers returning from visiting some beautiful,
grateful Special Ladies and sick and shut-in brethren. We
wrapped up December by thanking the Grand Architect for the
gift of our ladies who give us the freedom to participate in the
Craft, at our Ladies Luncheon.
Looking forward in February Harmony Lodge will host the Sword
of Bunker Hill degree conducted by the Gaspee Order No. 99 on
th
Thursday, February 5 . March will kick off with the Henry Rossi
Annual Game Dinner on Sunday, March 1st followed by another
th
Sick and shut-in visitation on March 29 .
While some months are busier than others with lodge specific
activities it must also be mentioned that our brothers are routinely
involved in related activities such as Harmony Royal Arch
Chapter No. 15 and Doric Council No. 7, as well as Woodridge
Assembly of Rainbow Girls, Fidelity Chapter DeMolay and the
Order of Eastern Star; as all meet at, and have brothers from
Harmony Lodge involved in their activities.
A final note in the last addition of the RI Freemason I wrote about
and thanked the brothers for their work with our lodge library
omitting some great help we received from Brother Tom Palmer
of Saint Johns No. 1P. Tom has restored many of our display
cases and we are truly grateful to him for the assistance.

Manchester Lodge No. 12

By: M∴W∴ Kenneth N. Bruns, P.G.M.
Meet Noah and his sister Zoe

Noah is a young Rhode Island boy who is wheelchair bound, and
is in great need of a wheelchair equipped vehicle. Find out more
about Noah, his family, and his quest to raise the much-needed
funds to purchase a new van and equip it with the wheelchair
attachments by visiting his web site:
http://www.gofundme.com/Noahs-Hadicap-van-Fund
Manchester Lodge is proud to be a part of the Central Masonic
District effort to help Noah reach his goal of procuring a
handicap-equipped van. We strongly urge all Masons, from all
Districts to assist this effort in any way possible. In addition to the
Valentine Dinner Dance, donations may be made on line at the
“go-fund-me” site. The organizers of the Central District event will
be happy to collect donations, raffle items for the night of the
event.
For information on how to donate or purchase dinner tickets,
contact Joe Casimiro at 401-255-6198 or Mike Cunningham at
919-740-6776.
(continued on page 15)
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This very worth while event gives us an excellent chance to show
our communities a glimpse of what Masonry is about. Inform your
friends about the event, or better yet, buy them a ticket. Please
consider buying a dinner ticket even if you do not plan to attend
the dinner dance. Look for this flyer to be posted around the
Central District.

Central Masonic District Charity Event
Hosted by:
Harmony Lodge No. 9, Manchester Lodge No.12,
Ionic Lodge No.28, Daylight Lodge No. 48

Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance
Saturday, February, 14, 2015
Cranston Portuguese Club
20 Second Avenue, Cranston, RI
Family Style Dinner of Beef & Chicken
(includes soup, salad, vegetable)
Cash bar at 6:00 PM
Music & dancing after dinner at 7:00 PM
$25.00 per person
For tickets please contact:
Michael Cunningham 919-740-6776
macunningham9@yahoo.com
Joe Casimiro
401-255-6198

Franklin Lodge No. 20
By: Brother, Scott Bill Hirst
Franklin Lodge has been meeting at 20 Elm Street, in Westerly
since the late 1950's. For many decades previously, it was
located on High Street in Westerly. Franklin Lodge in its history
has had multiple meeting places. A 1924 booklet states that
Franklin Lodge was "Organized in the Hall of the Pawcatuck
Academy Corporation on 'Cooky Hill', now Union Street, and
remained there less than a year".
Dispensation was granted on December 30, 1856 for Franklin
Lodge, which was then Chartered on May 25, 1857. The booklet
lists as the first six officers of Franklin Lodge for 1856: James H.
Hoyt, Worshipful Master; Stanton Hazard, Senior Warden; Henry
H. Farnham, Junior Warden; Farnham listed again as Treasurer;
Francis Marriott, Secretary; and William T. Thurston, Senior
Deacon.
Franklin Lodge was named for Benjamin Franklin, who was born
on January 17, 1706. The Annual Communications are held on
the Saturday closest to the seventeenth of January. This was not
always so. The booklet from 1924, which includes the lodge's
by-laws and roll of membership, notes: "The Annual
Communication for the election of Officers shall be held on the
17th day of January in each year, except when it shall fall on
Friday or Sunday; in which case a day agreed upon at the next
preceding Stated Communication."
Stated Communications of Franklin Lodge are on the second
Tuesday of the month. That has not always been so. From the
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same booklet quoted above: "The Stated Communications of this
lodge shall be held on the Tuesday evening next preceding the
full moon in each month; and if the full moon occurs on Tuesday,
the Communication shall be held on the evening of that day."
Additionally, the booklet states that "The hour of meeting for
Stated Communications shall be, from the first day of May to the
first day of September, at 8:00 PM and from the first day of
September to the first day of May, at 7:30 PM."
Franklin Lodge has had two Past Masters become the Most
Worshipful Grand Master of Grand Lodge: Thomas Vincent and
Joseph Bennett Brearley.
Most Worshipful Brother Vincent was the Trial Justice of
Westerly. According to the aforementioned booklet he was the
First District Deputy Grand Master in 1872 and 1873. He was
Senior Grand Warden from 1874 to 1878, Deputy Grand Master
again in 1879 and 1880; and Grand Master in 1881 and 1882.
Most Worshipful Brother Brearley currently resides in Florida, is
clearly a distinguished Freemason. He has received the 33°
Degree in Scottish Rite; and has held high office in the York Rite.
We have others in fairly recent Franklin Lodge history who have
held high York Rite office in Rhode Island. Charles Maxson, a
Franklin Lodge member has held high office in York Rite in
Connecticut, and is Grand Treasurer of the Grand Lodge of
Connecticut.
William Gregory, Jr., a member of our lodge, was the first Rhode
Island Governor to serve in our present Rhode Island State
House. He served from 1900 to 1901. He was re-elected
Governor in 1901, but died before being sworn in to his second
term. At that time, Rhode Island governors were elected to one
year terms. Governor Gregory served previously as Lieutenant
Governor, as well as a State Senator and State Representative
from North Kingstown. We have had one United States Senator
from Franklin Lodge; Nathan Fellows Dixon III, who served very
briefly as United States Representative. James Monroe
Pendleton, another member of Franklin Lodge, was U.S.
Representative from Rhode Island from 1871 to 1875 and was
the first Eminent Commander of Narragansett Commandery No.
27, Knights Templar, which meets in the Westerly Masonic
Temple.
Franklin Lodge has had other notable members, but I will stop
here with this article. Those interested can contact me at
scottbillhirst@excite.com.

Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
By: Brother, Ronaldo Simoes, Master
Greetings Brethren,
Please let me be the first to wish you and your families a happy,
healthy and very prosperous New Year, 2014 has been a
spectacular year for Roger Williams Lodge and we are very
proud of the accomplishments we have so far achieved. We
started the year off with a Past Master’s and an Officer’s Entered
Apprentice Degree on 8 candidates, celebrated 50-years in
Masonry with three of our worthy brethren, traveled to several
lodges and attended Annuals, hosted an Italian Themed Table
Lodge and rounded out the year with a fantastic family Christmas
Party. The dining room was transformed into a winter wonderland
and thanks to Tasha Elderkin, Debbie Paris, and Paula Welch.
Not a single detail was overlooked, right down to a visit from
Santa and the reading of the Night Before Christmas. It was great
to see the Lodge filled with families enjoying themselves and
each other’s company; the children playing around and having a
(continued on page 16)
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blast while our teens staffed the craft tables and hung out.
Everyone truly enjoyed themselves and in no small part due to
the efforts that Tasha, Debbie, and Paula put in to make sure the
night was a huge success. I would also like to acknowledge all of
the work that our stewards, Mike Farina & Ken Turner (and our
honorary steward Mrs. Tanesia Turner) did to make the evening
the success if was. Thank you is not nearly adequate to express
my (our) sincere appreciation.
I am looking forward to the next few months and the events that
we have planned. In January, we hosted R∴W∴Rick Lynch who
presented his latest program titled: “The Path of Illumination:
Masons, the God Particle, and Religion; retracing the sites of
Angels & Demons.” It was a great presentation and I am rereading Angels & Demons by Dan Brown with a completely new
prospective!
We will confer the Fellow Craft degree on our Candidates during
our February Meeting and I am looking forward to witnessing
another fantastic delivery of the Middle Chamber in long form by
Brother Jonathan Snowman and Brother Joe Kern. In March we
will welcome R∴W∴Gary Kaufman, DDGM for the Northern
Masonic District, for his official visitation to Roger Williams
Lodge. We have an interesting program planned that will prove
to be both enjoyable and educational for all in attendance. As
mentioned during our December meeting, the gavel of Roger
Williams Lodge was confiscated by a group of Ruffians during
our Table Lodge and ended up in the hands of the new Master of
Harmony Lodge No. 9, Steve Waxman. In accordance to the
ransom note we received, several of us attended their Annual
meeting where our gavel was safely returned. However, when I
opened my apron case at our December meeting, I discovered
that W∴Steve’s brand new, unused gavel had somehow made
its way into my apron case, I guess the same Ruffians were at
the annual meeting (by the way, I did try the gavel out to make
sure that it worked). I am planning to return it to W∴Steve at his
next meeting and rather than expect a ransom to be paid, I am
taking a different tact, a pay it forward kind of approach in which I
will freely return it in hopes that our good deed will not go
unnoticed and they will visit Roger Williams Lodge during our
Master Mason Degree in April and take part as the 12 Fellow
Craft.
On Saturday March 28, 2015 at 5:30 PM, we will be having our
Annual Game Dinner to benefit the Rhode Island Special
Olympics at the Kelley Gazzero VFW Post on 1418 Plainfield
Street, Cranston. The menu includes Antipasto, Potatoes,
Venison Chili, Pasta & Venison Meatballs and Sausage, Wild
Boar and Peas, Venison Marsala, Game Hen and Venison
Meatloaf. Tickets are limited and can be purchased from Brother
Brian Kwetkowski 401-741-2214 - bkwetokwski@hotmail.com,
any Roger Williams officer, or by visiting our secure online
marketplace (https://squareup.com/market/roger-williams-lodgenumber-32) for $35.00. There will be raffles, an authentic sports
memorabilia auction, and door prizes. I am looking to seeing you
all in Lodge.

Redwood Lodge No. 35
By: Brother, Michael Ponte, P.M.
Redwood lodge ended 2014 in style and looks forward to a great
2015!
The November meeting was a great success as we gathered
together for our annual Table Lodge. Catered by Mijos Tacos
and Catering, W∴Jef Saunders organized a traditional Irish feast

in honor of his heritage. We were honored to have so many
distinguished guests from Grand Lodge present to join in our
festivities. During the event, as is tradition, the Master’s gavel
was “appropriated” by some caring Brothers. Shortly thereafter,
W∴Saunders made a trip to Harmony Lodge to reclaim it. It is
always wonderful to visit other lodges in the state.
On December 8th, Redwood Lodge was honored to welcome
Most Worshipful Grand Master Wyman P. Hallstrom, III as he
made his official visit to the Metro District. We were entertained
during the meeting with a presentation by Mr. Mark Hundley, an
expert Barista, who presented a slide show titled “How to Make
Better Coffee”. For collation, we met downstairs where Mr.
Hundley, and an associate, French pressed some wonderful
coffee from Ethiopia and South America for us to enjoy. Thanks
go out to all who helped to make the night a special one.
On January 12th, Redwood received our DDGM, R∴W∴Glenn
Carlson for his official visit. Following a delicious steak dinner,
we were treated to one of R∴W∴Rick Lynch’s famous
presentations. This one was titled “The Path of Illumination;
Masons, the God particle and Religion: Retracing the sites of
“Angels and Demons”. As the title would suggest, we were well
entertained with this thought provoking presentation.
On January 22nd, Redwood Lodge conferred the EA degree upon
the latest men to take up the apron and become Masons. The
officers performed a great degree, which we hope laid a strong
foundation upon which these men will use to improve their lives,
and those around them.
Looking ahead, Redwood will meet on February 9th for a meeting
to discuss proposed updates to the bylaws of our Lodge. The
bylaws committee has been meeting since 2012, studying,
discussing, and modernizing, this document. We hope that many
brothers travel to lodge this month to offer their opinions. On
March 9th we will confer our Fellow Craft degree. All who are
available are more than welcome to sit on the sidelines that night.
Redwood Lodge is proud of the quality of its degree work, and
we like an audience. We look forward to seeing you.

Overseas Lodge No. 40
By: Brother, Michael J. Gardiner, Jr. Master
I am happy to report that the Overseas Annual Communication in
November concluded with no surprises. As anticipated, W∴Joe
Bennett was installed in the East as the new Master of Overseas
Lodge in a semi-public installation with a full line of officers. I will
be posting a message from W∴Bennett shortly, but before I do, I
feel it necessary to heap praise upon him and his line of officers.
Since I have been a Mason the Overseas Holiday parties have
not been well attended despite some valiant efforts. In fact, in
the last couple of years the holiday party was reduced to a
holiday dinner at the December meeting. Why invest all the time,
effort, and money if people won’t come? In previous articles, I
have spoken about the numerous affiliations and candidates that
have blessed Overseas Lodge in the last couple of years. It
appears that this new blood is making a difference! In a bold
move, W∴Bennett and his top officers decided to bring back the
Overseas holiday gala in just over a month after the Annual
Communication. I admit, I was hopeful but also skeptical.
However, the gala that I attended with my wife and daughter on
th
the night of December 27 was the most well attended, not to
mention, most fun holiday party ever. My congratulations to the
efforts of W∴Bennett and his line in making this party a success.
(continued on Page 17)
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For evidence of the fun, there might be some videos floating
around on Facebook of Overseas Officers, Grand Lodge officers,
and Jenks Lodge officers and members masterfully performing
various rockin’ dance moves! This is great start to a new lodge
year. I would also like to remind my fellow brothers and veterans
that it is not too late to join the fun and continued growth at
Overseas Lodge! Please come and visit us at our next meeting
on the second Tuesday of the month. Now a message from
W∴Joe Bennett:
Greetings and salutations from the East, first I wish to thank all
my brothers for electing me Master for the ensuing year. It has
been a very busy and impressive month. We have accomplished
quite a bit since the Annual Communication. We now have two
brothers who have been raised to the sublime degree of Master
Mason, One with a very short turnaround time. We had a short
business meeting for our first meeting. We also have a new
brother who has joined our ranks, coming to us from Connecticut
where he was stationed as part of his Naval Career. We voted to
accept a challenge from another lodge. We will have several
brothers taking place in the Penguin Plunge. This is a charity
event. I would like to thank those who helped and participated in
this event. We also had a very successful Holiday Gala with
attendance and participation we haven’t seen in a very long time
and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
Looking into the future, our busy schedule continues. At our
February meeting we will be receiving our District Deputy for his
official visitation. The program is the Officer’s Forum plus
anything else our esteemed District Deputy has in store for us.
We are planning a fundraiser event for our chosen charity for the
ensuing year. The planned event is tentatively a cribbage
tournament or possibly a poker tournament. Event date is
nd
February 22 at 12:00 Noon at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center.
Fees to be collected at the door. Please make reservations with
me at 401-323-7470 or smokeyribsa@yahoo.com.
In March we look forward to spring. At our meeting we will have
a guest speaker, Capt. John Jackson USN retired. He is a
professor at the Naval War College. His field of expertise is
theater security decision making and he manages the Chief of
Naval Operations professional reading program. Since November
2009 Professor Jackson has taught an elective course
st
“Unmanned Systems in Conflict in the 21 century”. This
promises to be a very interesting program. We are also possibly
planning our annual get-away weekend to Cape Cod. For the
brothers of our lodge we are planning to take a field trip to the
Massasoit Gun Club to practice our shooting skills.
Brothers, if you have been away from lodge for a while please
stop by and renew your fellowship with your comrades and make
new acquaintances with the comrades now serving your lodge. If
you have any concerns, questions, or problems that need
addressing don’t hesitate in contacting me, if you need a ride to
lodge please contact the Master.
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We opened the lodge in Rhode Island form at 6:30 PM and
conducted the usual lodge business including voting on nine
membership applications. As a result, the Lodge admitted the
nine new members, which brings our total in only two meeting to
34 members. This triples our original membership! It is fantastic
to see the cross section of members from different districts and
lodges throughout the state. This was the original hope when the
lodge was formed.
An invitation from R∴W∴Raymond Hassell, our Deputy Grand
Master, to host an Official Visitation to Collegivm Lvminosvm
during his upcoming year as Grand Master, was brought before
the membership and accepted. The visitation will be held on
Saturday, September 12, 2015 at Fort Adams in Newport. The
Lodge will open and receive the Suites then call the Lodge to
refreshment for the purpose of a presentation. The presentation
program will be open to the public. Fort Adams has a rich history
in connection with Freemasonry. It would be advisable to make
note in your calendars. It will be a visitation you shouldn’t miss.
The lodge set forth the meeting dates for the ensuing year which
will appear in the Grand Lodge Blue Book and on the Grand
Lodge website. The lodge will have an additional website that will
feature the papers and presentation information. The accepted
dates by the membership are as follows:
March 30, 2015
Manchester Lodge No. 12
Annual Communication and Program
June 29, 2015
Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4
Regular Meeting with Program
September 12, 2015
Fort Adams, Newport
Grand Master’s Official Visitation
November 30, 2015
Host Lodge TBD
Regular Meeting with Program
February 29, 2016
Host Lodge TBD
Regular Meeting with Program
March 29, 2016
Host Lodge TBD
Annual Communication and Program
June 28, 2016
Host Lodge TBD
Regular Meeting with Program
Following the lodge business, our Chancellor Peter Iacobucci
gave a presentation on “Thoth, God, Myth, or Man”. The
presentation highlighted the existence of Thoth, an ancient figure,
who supposedly lived for many centuries and places from
Atlantis, to Alexandria, Egypt to Greece and even Rome. It
discussed his existence as an Egyptian god, scribe, magician,
physician, ruler of the heavens, builder of the pyramids, etc. and
his influence that extends to the modern day mystic and secret
societies, even Freemasonry. Definitely a unique and unexpected
topic.

COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM

After completing the business, we gathered in the lower level for
collation where discussion of the presented topic and general
fellowship continued for at least two more hours. Enthusiasm
was high and the conversations enlightening.

The COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM held its second meeting on
Tuesday, December 30, 2014 at St. John’s Lodge No. 1 in
Portsmouth. It was well attended, especially following all the
holiday events, with over 30 brothers in attendance. The Lodge
extends it’s appreciation to St. John’s Lodge No. 1 for hosting our
first East Bay meeting.

For those who are not quite sure about joining, we invite you to
visit the Lodge and get a glimpse as to what we are all about
prior to making the commitment. We are confident that once you
attend, you will be motivated to become a part of this new and
exciting lodge. If you intend on joining, please be sure to submit
your application by February 28th so we can post the names in
our March Communication.

By: R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, Chancellor

(continued on page 18)
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Our next meeting will be our first meeting held in the Central District
and will be on Monday, March 30th and hosted by Manchester Lodge
No.12 at 6:30 PM.
This meeting will be our first Annual
Communication and hopefully our Most Worshipful Grand Master,
Wyman P. Hallstrom, III will present the lodge with is official Charter.
It will also be the election of the top five officers and installation.
After which, a presentation will follow. From all the officers and
members of the COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM LODGE, we hope you
will join us.

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite
News from the Valley
By: Ill∴Thomas R. Yeaw, 33°

On November 25, 2014 the Valley of Providence presented the “Last
Full Measure”, a Masonic play by Mary Shipman Andrews, under the
direction of Brother Robert Fish. Over 200 Scottish Rite Masons and
their guests witnessed this beautiful presentation of this play about
Abraham Lincoln.

(continued from Page 5, Grand Historian)

The evening was started out by a delicious dinner served in the
Dining Hall that was enjoyed by all. Following dinner everyone
moved to the auditorium, which was almost filled to capacity to see
this presentation.
The cast included Ill∴Wayne Wiesner, who gave the Prologue for the
play, Ill∴Dennis Pothier as Abraham Lincoln, Ill∴Larry J. Thienel as
Carter Blair, (a wounded Confederate soldier), Secretary to Mr.
Lincoln, and Brother Kenneth F. Poyton as Warren Blair, a teenage
boy. The cast also included other members of the Valley of
Providence and their wives. Battery B, the Rhode Island Civil War
re-enactors were here to present the US flag of that era. The stage
setup for this event was done by Brother David Martowska.
The play was about President Lincoln in his office writing a letter to a
grieving mother, Mrs. Bixby, who had lost all her sons in the Civil War
and Lincoln’s visit to a hospital with injured Confederate soldiers.
On December 12th the Valley held its annual Holiday Observance
event, which was very well attended by over 200 members and their
spouses/guests. A buffet dinner was served to all who attended
followed by a video presentation in the auditorium on the big screen
of “The Ghosts of Christmas Eve” by the Trans- Siberian Orchestra.
If you are reading this article and you are not a member of the
Scottish Rite, come and join us and be a part of all the great
programs, events and thirty-two degrees presented by the Scottish
Rite.

the Marquis was far from the only French Freemason who came to
North America to fight. When General Rochambeau landed in
Newport in July of 1780 he had at least 70 Masons with him, of which
28 were officers, including four aides-de-camp, one major-general,
and one aide to major-general.[1] (While in Newport, several officers,
including Rochambeau's Secretary became Freemasons in King
David's Lodge.[2]) However, we have many, many lodges named
Lafayette, and not named for the other important men who fought for
the glorious cause. What are the reasons for this? What were
Lafayette's real contributions to the American cause? Was there an
impact in America from his membership?
Incredibly, the Marquis' entrance into the fraternity and his desire to
join the American cause appear to be directly linked! In order to
explain why and how a very wealthy man of the sword-bearing class
left France to fight for liberty, may I now briefly introduce you to a
more nefarious character: Charles-François, Comte de Broglie,
Marquis de Ruffec. In the interest of space, I will not share the
descriptions of his contemporaries upon his character and demeanor.
The quickest way is to describe how the Comte de Broglie was
plotting to replace the General George Washington with none other
than himself. With the acuity of hindsight we can see the greatness
of the reserved character and tempered tactics of General
Washington. However, in 1776, there was much to be wary about in
the unproven military character of the Continentals. The American
leadership was largely unknown by those in Europe and the
perception of our country as the seat of wisdom and virtue had yet to
exist. The Europeans, like the rest of Great Britain, still considered
the colonies to be in the wilderness – a less educated backwater
when compared with London and Paris. Men like Benjamin Franklin,
David Rittenhouse, and John Bartram, celebrated by European
scientists on occasion, were considered to be exceptions or even
absurdities and the colony too much in its infancy to maintain
scientific infrastructure like that of the Royal Society. [3]
(continued on page 19)
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Even
England
itself
was
considered to be less civilized
than the rest of Europe, but the
might of their commercial and
military power was to be
respected. The heroes of William
Pitt's aggressive strategies in
1759, such as Admiral Sir
Edward
Hawke's
naval
squadrons or Major-General
James Wolfe and his troops,
were English leaders that were
[4]
The
not native to America.
point to be taken is that all of the
American Continental army and
its leadership were unproven in
the minds of the French, who
saw a chance for revenge for
losses from the Seven Years War and the opportunity for personal glory.
The Comte de Broglie was very eager for this opportunity, and he sought
to collect men into his personal circle to aid him in his scheme.
Broglie was a former ambassador to Poland, military hero under his
brother's command, and played a central role in the king's “Secret
Ministry”. By 1775, the Comte de Broglie was serving as governor in the
French town of Metz. The Marquis had been able to gain a valuable
military position in the mounted regiment of the French known as the
Noailles Dragoons, thanks to the intervention of the Duc d'Ayen,
Lafayette's father-in-law, and as commonly done, bought and paid for
[5]
handsomely. Recently promoted to Captain and returned from annual
exercises near the German border, fate brought Lafayette and the
Dragoons to stay in Metz, where he came into contact with his superior
officer: Broglie. The Comte de Broglie is often cited as the Master of a
military lodge of Freemasons, which may or may not have transferred
from the older Grand Lodge of France to the re-organized version of the
Grand Orient of France. It is here where some historians believe that he
was made a Freemason, along with his friends Noailles and Segur; fellow
junior officers whose military rank did not accurately reflect their powerful
family connections. Broglie treated them as equals, although he was
separated from them by layers of military rank, and the lodge may have
been that leveling vehicle that Broglie used to breach the strict protocol.
Perhaps Broglie truly admired the tenets of Freemasonry, with regards to
its fraternity and social vision, but from his schemes, it seems more likely
that it would be his device. Lafayette however, was emotionally attached
to these ideals, being a member of en vogue “thinking clubs”, and having
had a classical education. Before the series of deaths that led to his vast
inheritance, Monseigneur Motier was a student at the College Du Plessis,
where he delved deeply into the study of republican Rome and its heroes.
Young Gilbert even won a prize for Latin rhetoric after completing the
course the first time. The students of the Academie de Versailles did not
have the same classical curriculum, and is where Lafayette was sent
after his large inheritance led to a planned marriage into a wealthy wellconnected family. His new education was more for the proprieties of
court, not the works of Cato, in a finishing school for the top echelons of
aristocratic existence. Lafayette never quite mastered the classes on
dancing, riding like a gentleman, and the social graces that his fellow
[6]
students studied for years. He struggled at the bottom of the social rank
pond, perhaps longing for strong camaraderie of his old school. The
military was welcome relief from his failures in court life. Although fertile
ground for Freemasonry and its ideals, it is unclear if Metz was when
Lafayette was initiated as a Freemason. There were multiple traditions
that said Lafayette joined military lodges in America during the war.
These may be true stories, for all we know, he could have gone through
the degrees of what were likely to be “Ancient” lodges. As can be seen in
the records of King David's Lodge of Newport, the original “First lodge”
(or Saint John's Lodge) members, being “Moderns” were made to go
through the degrees of Freemasonry again in this same period. There is
documented evidence that demonstrates Lafayette was a Freemason
prior to departing the shores of France. In 1941, Ray B. Harris, the
Librarian of the Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite, Southern
Jurisdiction published an article about a document that had made it out of
France just before Nazi occupation. This document was a program for
the inauguration of the Parisian lodge Saint-Jean de la Candeur in
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December of 1775. The Lodge had invited “Honorary, Regular, and
Subordinate Officers, and Deputies, of all Lodges composing the Grand
Orient of France, and all brethren who could be recommended as regular
Masons.” A Tableaux attached to this program lists 100 “Les Chers
Freres Visiteurs”, among whose name we find none other than the
[7]
Marquis de Lafayette. From this information, we can conclude he was a
Freemason prior to December 1775 and not inaugurated into this plain
speaking lodge of St. John, as has been erroneously cited in multiple
books. This assumes that visiting brothers were listed as we would list
them today from other lodges. Again, the King David's Lodge of Newport
books reflect the same period practice. Unfortunately, this does not
indicate that Broglie initiated Lafayette in Metz either.
What is clearly documented is that Broglie introduced the Marquis to
another important Freemason. During the summer of 1775, Prince
William Henry, Duke of Gloucester and Edinburgh, who was elected Past
Grand Master of the Premier Grand Lodge of England, was traveling
through France to Italy and allowed to tour French fortifications and
inspect troops.
Prince William was England's most controversial
spokesman for the American cause, even though he was younger brother
of the King. The Duke of Gloucester sat down to dine on this trip in
August of 1775 in Metz, where the Comte de Broglie had also invited the
Marquis to his table. That dinner's lively discussion of the colonists'
grievances and the king's American policies became that spark that
blossomed into Lafayette's passion for the American cause. However, at
that time, the flames of passion were more for Lafayette's personal
cause, than for that of the American and their General Washington. The
Marquis at this time was quite the outsider in the French court, partially
made so by his own uncomfortable feelings towards the stringent system
imposed by the high aristocrats on a lowly country aristocrat with
marriage connections. His father's death and France's losses to England
could be avenged from the Seven Years' War and the glory he sought
might be obtained. Glory, honor on the battlefield, was a focus from
Lafayette's early life and his only remaining path to further himself in
France in 1775. For a man who has been described repeatedly as
having the “purest of intentions from the beginning” and seeking only
liberty for the American people, we tend to ignore the realities of what
struck most contemporaries who met him, from John Adams to Thomas
Jefferson; he had to obtain military stature. Lafayette's own 1779 memoir
gives a clear indication: “You ask me when I first longed for glory and
liberty; I can recall no time in my life when I did not love stories of glorious
deeds, or have dreams of traveling the world in search of fame.” But one
other key event that year made it even more important to leave France in
order to gain the battlefield glory of his forbears. King Louis XVI of
France made the Comte de Saint-Germain his war minister, and SaintGermain's goals of military reform struck right at the heart of men who'd
obtained their military position through connections. By June of 1776,
Lafeyette was forced out of active duty, and having personally closed the
[8]
Although
door to a court appointment, Lafayette had no clear path.
Lafayette had a hope for glory in the United States, it was Broglie and the
American Silas Deane who made it come to fruition. This is where we will
have to wait until next time to explore the Freemasonry connections and
impact of the Marquis as he moves from Captain of the Dragoons to
Major-General in the Continental Army.
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