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in my Masonic life and I am positive that without these three
brothers I would not be standing here before you today.

Brother Raymond E. Hassell
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Greetings Brethren,
Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, Most Worshipful Past
Grand Masters, Distinguished Guests, Right Worshipfuls, Grand
Lodge Officers, Masters, Wardens and brethern all, good
afternoon. To each and every one of you, I can’t start to express
the excitement that I am feeling right now. Looking out at so
many brethern that have taken time out of their busy schedules
to be in attendance today, saying thank you seems quite
inadequate but they are the only words I can think of to express
my appreciation.
Thank you, thank you from the bottom of my heart for having
the confidence in electing me to serve as your 160th Grand
Master of this Great State. The honor and privilege that you have
bestowed upon me today I take very seriously and I can assure
you that I will represent this Jurisdiction and you my brethren,
both in and out of State to the best of my ability.
To Most Worshipful brother Robert J. Allen, Past Grand Master
thank you so much for introducing me this afternoon, not only do
I appreciate the wonderful introduction but also for the friendship
you have shown to me through the years and especially for
asking me to be your Master of Ceremonies back in 1992.
Through the years we have become the greatest of friends and
traveled many miles together, not only for St. Andrews Lodge
and Grand Lodge but also for York Rite, Scottish Rite, and many
other bodies in between. I truly can’t think of anyone that I would
have rather traveled with than you.
To Most Worshipful Brother Steven Smith, Past Grand Master,
thank you for my appointment as District Deputy Grand Master
for the Southern District in 2007 and for installing me and the
Grand Lodge Officers for 2015. You and Past Grand Marshal
Andre Gregoire have been good friends and a wealth of
information to Rick and I through the years and we are grateful to
both of you for your help and guidance.
To all of the Past Grand Masters that continued my appointment
in the Grand Lodge line, gave me encouragement, and
whispered wise council in my ear I am eternally grateful. Along
with Most Worshipful Bob Allen, there are two other brothers that
I must mention who played a large role in my Masonic career.
R∴W∴Russell J. Grant and R∴W∴George J. Thibeault are both
now deceased but were very active in St. Andrews Lodge and
Grand Lodge for many years. They all had a large influence early

To my Grand Marshal R∴W∴Rick Baccus, I’m not quite sure
where to begin, but here we go. Having served as Grand Master
of Ceremonies and Grand Marshal myself, I knew exactly the
traits that would be important to me in a traveling partner for the
next nine years. Though having many friends in the Craft no one
seemed to be a perfect fit. I made a short list of possible
candidates which included Rick and after watching how they
handled various situations and took command when needed
without being over powering, I decided to invite Rick and his wife
Patti out to dinner with Lynn and I, we hit it off great! The rest is
history and a story for another time, but I can tell you that it was
the perfect choice. Many of you already know that R∴W∴Rick
Baccus is a retired General and runs the Bristol Veterans Home.
What you don’t know is that on April 25th Rick received two
awards from the White House, The Lifetime Achievement Award
and the Volunteer Service Award both signed by the President. I
guess I should be carrying his apron case for a while instead of
him carrying mine! I must say the four of us have truly become
best friends.
To my wife Lynn who has put up with so much from me for so
long, I love you very much and could not have done all of this
without your encouragement and love.
This year we are planning some new and different things such as
a Grand Master’s visitation to the newest Lodge, COLLEGIVM
LVMINOSVM and it will be on Saturday afternoon in September
at Fort Adams in Newport RI. We will be participating with the
arrival and visitation of the replica ship l′ hermonie that brought
Gen. Lafayette to America to assist George Washington in the
Revolutionary War. October is Rhode Island month at the George
Washington Masonic National Monument and St. Andrews Lodge
nd
rd
th
will be traveling there October 2 , 3 , 4 and will open lodge
there. We will also open an “Occasional Grand Lodge”. A Grand
th
Lodge Church Service is planned for later in the year. Our 225
Anniversary splits this year and R∴W∴Steve McGuire’s year so
we are working together planning a few events to celebrate this
occasion. I am bringing back a Grand Master’s trip this year. It
th
will be a 7-day cruise to the Eastern Caribbean, January 17 to
th
the 24 on Royal Caribbean Lines, on the ship Allure of the
Seas.
(continued on page 5)
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COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM
Masonic Lodge of Research

By: R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, Chancellor
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The members are the most important aspect to ensure the
success of the lodge.
Addressing the presentation of papers, let it be known that any
member may submit a paper for approval. Even if you have
never presented a paper or lecture, do not let that be a deterrent.
Everyone interested in research has a level of curiosity and
probably a topic that they are interested in exploring. The officers
are ready to assist any member who needs help in preparing a
topic and becoming comfortable with presenting. We are all here
to grow and enrich ourselves. If, at this time you have no idea of
a topic, it might be that another member’s presentation strikes a
cord with you and thereby inspires you to explore an offshoot or
related topic. With your participation, the possibilities are endless
and success is guaranteed.
Our next meeting is scheduled for June 29th and will be hosted by
Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4. Lodge will open at 6:30 PM to conduct
the usual business and then will be followed with a presentation.
As of now, there are several presentations that are being
explored and it will be announced to all lodges when it is officially
chosen. I will comment that the presentations being reviewed are
all very interesting and will prove to be informative.

The COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM lodge of research held its
st
1 Annual Communication on Monday, March 30, 2015 at
Manchester Lodge No. 12, Coventry, RI. This was an historical
evening as the COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM was scheduled to
receive is charter. First, the lodge opened, received the Most
Worshipful Grand Master Wyman P. Hallstrom, III, escorted by
the Grand Marshall, R∴W∴Ronald P. Reed, then conducted the
regular business of voting and accepting new members to
complete the charter membership applications, which brought our
membership to around 40 brothers. This is fantastic since we
have been open for only one year. Immediately following the
voting and By-law signing of the new members, the Annual
Communication was called opened and the proceedings ensued.
You can read a more in depth account of the proceedings in an
article featured in this issue of the Freemason authored by our
Right Worshipful Grand Secretary and Most Worshipful Past
Grand Master, Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr.
The evening witnessed a unique event with the reading and then
the presentation of the Charter, to the members and officers
present, by Most Worshipful Wyman P. Hallstrom, III. The original
Charter will be preserved in the Grand Lodge archives and the
lodge will have a working Charter to travel to the host lodges.
After the presentation, the COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM
presented our Most Worshipful Hallstrom, III and the Most
Worshipful Past Grand Master of Connecticut, Simon La Place
with Honorary Membership for their influence, guidance, and
support in instituting the new lodge. Following the proceedings, a
light collation was enjoyed along with great fellowship. The
officers and members of COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM extend a
hearty thank you to W∴Roy Pruett and the members of
Manchester Lodge for hosting us for our first Annual
Communication.
Receiving our Charter is not the completion of opening the lodge
but only the beginning and with that we are asking the members
to participate on committees. If interested, please contact any
officer to submit your name and choice of a committee to serve
on. The health and future success of the lodge depends on the
participation of the members as the officers are responsible for
the operation of the business of the lodge but the research and
presentations are the work of the members. This is a member
participation lodge as opposed to the symbolic lodge where the
officers perform all work and the members are the spectators.

An official visitation from our our Grand Master, Raymond
Hassell to COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM will be held on
Saturday, September 12, 2015 at Fort Adams in Newport. The
presentation program will be open to family, friends, and general
public. Fort Adams has a rich history in connection with
Freemasonry. Be sure to mark your calendars it will be a
visitation you shouldn’t miss.
The lodge meeting dates for the ensuing year are listed in the
Grand Lodge Blue Book and on the Grand Lodge website. The
lodge will have an additional website that will feature the papers
and presentation information.
The accepted dates are as follows:
Upcoming Meeting Dates
June 29, 2015

Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4
Regular Meeting with Program

September 12, 2015

Fort Adams, Newport
Grand Master’s Official Visitation

November 30, 2015

Adelphoi Lodge, Riverside, RI
Regular Meeting with Program

February 29, 2016

Host Lodge TBD
Regular Meeting with Program

March 29, 2016

Host Lodge TBD
Annual Communication with Program

June 28, 2016

Host Lodge TBD
Regular Meeting with Program

We invite you to visit the Lodge and get a glimpse of its
uniqueness and we are confident that once you attend, you will
be motivated to become a part of this new and exciting lodge.
From all the Officers and Members of the COLLEGIVM
LVMINOSVM, we hope you will join us. See you there!
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A Very Special Night in the Grand Jurisdiction
of Rhode Island
By: M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr., PGM

March 30, 2015 something very special happened in Rhode
Island. I have seen many lodges merge since I became a
Mason. This is the first time I have seen a new one charted. It
was a very good feeling.
The idea for a research lodge actually came up a few years ago.
Right Worshipful Andre Gregoire had brought up the possibility
and even had some By-laws drawn up. Evidently it was not the
proper time because it did not happen. Jump ahead to about
three years ago and now the idea surfaces again. We have
younger men joining Masonry, men who want more knowledge,
men who want to look deeper into our beloved Craft. The time
has come to provide them with a place where they can explore
Freemasonry and satisfy their curiosities, or maybe create more
questions to be looked into. Wanting more knowledge is a
never ending quest.

Lodge No. 1 Providence in 2012. Thomas Smith Webb being a
very prominent Mason in Rhode Island. There are a lot of things
on a charter and if you have not looked at one closely, you
should. We changed some of the wording, put things into it and
took some things out of it. When we finished, the Grand Master
gave his approval. Through the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts I
found a calligrapher in Quincy, MA, who does charters for
Massachusetts as well as many diplomas for colleges and
universities, time for a road trip. R∴W∴Richard Lynch and I
went to see Bob Godwin and told him what we wanted and that
we needed it before March 30, 2015. Bob did a great job and I
have to say that I am proud of that Charter. It looks very
impressive.

Our Brothers started visiting other Research Lodges in other
jurisdictions. They went to Connecticut, New Hampshire, and
Massachusetts. Each visit reinforced their desire to start a
research lodge in Rhode Island. These brothers worked very
hard. They tweaked the By-laws of several research lodges in
other jurisdictions. They looked at things the other research
lodges did and made some changes that would fit in Rhode
Island. Some of the titles of the officers were changed to fit a
Research Lodge. The duties of the officers are different. The
clothing of the top three Officers has been changed. They took
the dress and titles from Oxford University. They had informal
meetings many times and finally they presented a petition for a
Letter of Dispensation to the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island.
Most Worshipful Russell R. Davis Sr. studied the paperwork
th
submitted and on April 29 at the Grand Lodge in East
Providence, he installed the officers of the Lodge now called
COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM, (College of Light).
Most
Worshipful Brother Davis presented the Chancellor with the
Letter of Dispensation. Imagine, a new Lodge forming in R. I.
The Chancellor then presented Most Worshipful Brother Davis
with an Honorary Membership in the Lodge.
Now they had their work cut out for them. They were to meet
four times a year at various locations. Members are expected to
present thought provoking papers, which is the basis of a
research lodge. Applications will be accepted for affiliation. (you
must already be a Mason of another lodge to join) This lodge will
not do degree work which is why there is no lodge number after
the name. The Secretary was to keep regular minutes so the
work may be examined should the request come in for a Charter.
Jump ahead to January 17, 2015. The minutes of COLLEGIVM
LVMINOSVM’S meetings along with a petition from the
founding members requesting a Warrant or Charter be granted to
COLLEGIVM LVMINOSUM making them a fully Charted
Lodge. The Founding Members are; R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci,
R∴W∴Richard F. Lynch, R∴W∴David C. Lavery, W∴Marcus
Channell, Brother Andrew C. Daigle, and Brother Jeffery A.
Desmarais. After studying the paperwork submitted, Most
Worshipful Wyman P. Hallstrom, III decided to grant the Charter.
The date was chosen as March 30, 2015.
We have not presented a new charter in Rhode Island since May
1965 when Daylight Lodge No. 48 received its Charter. Feeling
that this was something special I looked at the Charter of
Thomas Smith Webb Lodge No. 43 who merged with St. Johns

On March 30, 2015, a large crowd gathered at Manchester Hall
in Coventry, RI for the Annual meeting of COLLEGIVM
LVMINOSVM. The Lodge was opened and The Most
Worshipful Grand Master, Brother Wyman P. Hallstrom, III, was
received. The reports of the Secretary, Treasurer and Chancellor
were received. The Grand Master installed the officers. The
Chancellor then presented Honorary Memberships to Most
Worshipful Simon LaPlace, PGM, Connecticut, and Most
Worshipful Wyman P. Hallstrom, III, in honor of the help they
both provided in the formation of this Lodge.
The Chancellor then presented the Grand Master with the gavel
of the lodge. The Grand Master inquired of the Grand Secretary
if he had all the necessary paperwork from the lodge. The Grand
Secretary answered in the affirmative and he read the petition for
the Charter. The Grand Master then read the Charter in it’s
entirety. He made the formal presentation to the Lodge. The first
charter presented in Rhode Island in 50 years! I wish you could
have been there.
I am sorry if this sounds like the minutes of the lodge meeting,
which by the way, I hate articles to sound like. It is difficult to get
the whole picture without sounding that way. I would like to see
more lodges formed and that may not be entirely out of the
question for the future. If anyone wants to know what is involved,
you need only ask those that worked so hard to accomplish this
task. My congratulations to you all my Brothers.

______________________________________________________________
(continued from Page 2, Grand Master’s Message)

All of the Programs that we have in
place for the Grand Lodge such as the
Grand Masters Award, the Rookie
Award, Passport Program, Wardens
Workshops, Officers Training and our
Youth Programs will continue with only a
minor tweak if needed. A new program I
would like to try, and the credit for this
goes to R∴W∴Andre Gregoire, is a
dinner or a breakfast with the Grand
Master and all presiding Lodge Masters.
It will take place sometime around the
Semi-Annual
Communication
in
November.
Now because we still have a few things
to do today and everyone is looking
pretty hungry and I am as nervous as a
cat standing before you, I’ll finish with
THANK YOU to all!
Fraternally,
Raymond E. Hassell
Grand Master

Rhode Island
Grand Assembly
International Order
of Rainbow for Girls
By: Junior Grand
Executive Committee
Rhode Island Rainbow has been very
active. We had two new young ladies
join us at Grand Officers’ Day in April.
By the time you read this we will have
had Grand Representatives’ Day and
the girls will have given reports about
their counterparts and showed off their
costumes that they made. Heather
Dunford, GWAA, will have announced
the 2015-2016 Grand Family.
We are looking forward to participating
in the Gaspee Days’ Parade and then
on to the Youth Center for games and a
cookout with the DeMolay and
prospects. We thank the Youth
Committee for the great events that
have been planned for us. The hoodies
that we received at the Bruins game
were great and will get lots of use.
We look forward to many of you joining
th
us for our 75 Grand Assembly on July
th
17-19 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel.
Sessions start at 7:00 PM Friday
evening. Thank you to all the Masonic
bodies; Eastern Star, and the Rainbow
Alumnae that helped pay some of the
girl’s expenses to attend Grand
Assembly. Your help each year is
gratefully appreciated. We have been
trying to locate all of our Past Grand

Worthy Advisors to invite them but are
still missing addresses for a number of
them. If you could help us locate them
we would appreciate it.
We are
missing; Dorothy Sullivan -1952, Marilyn
Kirkman Jepson - 1979, Jean Patchen
Elliot - 1940, Dorothy Daley Sanders 1955, Kay Terwilliger Ducharme, Norma
Duckworth Vivian - 1946, Judith Lewis
Williams - 1961, Lois Northup Harper 1942, Marcia Davie Epstein -1982, Reta
MacDonald Whitney - 1944, Beverly
Beebe Lawtron - 1950, Linda Turillo
Levesque - 1968, Catherine Fratus
Copella - 1966, Pamela Hincks
Lukowicz - 1965, Carol Ann Izzard 1959, Susan Bosworth Riley - 1973. If
any of you know them please contact
Mom Lynn as we would really like them
to be there Friday evening for the big
birthday party and a special short
program honoring them. Mom Lynn’s
phone is 401-539-9025 and email is
rigrandassembly@aol.com. Thank you
for your help.
We are busy traveling and representing
Rhode Island during this Grand
Assembly season and some of us will
be attending Maine, Oklahoma, New
Hampshire,
Massachusetts,
and
Pennsylvania before ours.

Rhode Island
DeMolay
By: Justin Cargill,
State Master Councilor
The past is over, the future is coming,
and the present is now. Rhode Island
DeMolay is experiencing the snowball
effect and we are rolling downhill. At last
year’s Grand Master’s Class, I made the
promise that Rhode Island DeMolay had
a bright future and that is more evident
now than ever before.
Rhode Island DeMolay has come a long
way from DeMolay International being
on the verge of pulling support of Rhode
Island in March of 2013. For those of
you who don’t know, this was a key
turning point for DeMolay in Rhode
Island. In the past year alone, Rhode
Island DeMolay has made much
progress thanks to the outpouring
support from the Masonic family.
On April 25th, Gaspee Chapter held a
Grand Master’s Class in honor of Most
Worshipful Wyman P. Hallstrom, III, to
pay tribute to all of the support he has
given to DeMolay in Rhode Island. 13
new members joined the Order of
DeMolay on this special occasion, 8 of
which were children of Master Masons.
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Since last April, Rhode Island DeMolay
has doubled their membership, reached
positive membership growth for the third
year in the row, opened Rhode Island
DeMolay’s third chapter, Pawtucket
Chapter, and the biggest accomplishment of them all, Gaspee Chapter will
be eligible to receive its charter only a
year after initiating its first members!
Let’s continue the growth of Rhode
Island DeMolay and aim for another
chapter to be eligible to receive its
charter a year from now!
Rhode Island DeMolay would like to
thank many key players in its growth,
Chairman of the Grand Lodge Youth
Committee; Most Worshipful Kenneth
Bruns, PGM; Most Worshipful Russell
Davis, PGM; Most Worshipful Wyman P.
Hallstrom,
III,
PGM
and
most
importantly all the Masons of Rhode
Island as well as the support of lodges
sponsoring a DeMolay chapter. Without
your support, DeMolay would not be
here today.
From one Master Mason to another
please
consider
supporting
or
sponsoring a local chapter. It is a proven
fact that all lodges that support a
DeMolay chapter have a Masonic Lodge
that is thriving. After all, 8% of DeMolay
boys come from Masonic families while
68% of DeMolay boys go on to become
Master Masons.

Honorary DeMolay
Edward S. David - Chapter
June 27th at 10:00 AM
Rhode Island DeMolay is starting its
own Honorary DeMolay Chapter. Our
Charter presentation and inaugural
Initiation will be on Saturday, June 27th
at Jenks Lodge No. 24 in Pawtucket,
RI at 10:00 AM. Any Mason, in good
standing, may join the Edward S.
David Chapter. Candidates will take
part in the Initiatory and DeMolay
Degrees and receive an Honorary
Rhode Island DeMolay card. Both
senior DeMolays and active members
will perform degrees of the order. The
Edward S. David Honorary Chapter's
mission will be to help support Rhode
Island
DeMolay
by
financially
sponsoring boys who would like to join
DeMolay. This will be accomplished by
charging a Life Time membership fee
to join. If you would like more
information
please
visit
www.ridemolay.org
or
contact
Br. Michael Lawson @ 401-524-1224.

Applications must be received by
th
June 15 to join this class.
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When last I wrote of Marie-Paul-Joseph-Roch-Yves-Gilbert-Motier de Lafayette, he was
escaping the trappings of a court life to which he did not fit and a change in climate for the
By: R∴W∴David Lavery, Grand Historian
noble born military officer with little prospect of work. Still a tender 19 years old when he
left the country of his birth to eventually become “the Hero of Two Worlds, the Apostle of
Liberty”. I have yet to answer: What characteristic made Lafayette so special? We have many, many lodges named Lafayette, and not named for
the other important men who fought for the glorious cause. What are the reasons for this? What were Lafayette's real contributions to the American
cause? Was there an impact in America from his membership? I apologize, for I will continue on with the story, but resist answering these
questions for the moment.

The Marquis and Major-General

The Comte de Broglie and his plans to usurp Washington were still affecting the fate of Lafayette, through his affiliation with Johann de Kalb. Silas
Deane, as the “secret envoy” from the Continental Congress to France was no secret to the Paris outside of the court. Deane was supposed to be
working with the court to obtain four military engineers, clothing, arms, ammunition, and field pieces. Thanks to the plans of de Broglie, his agent de
Kalb was having many French military officers visit Deane to offer their services. It was almost a secret army inundating an unsuspecting ally with
the purpose of taking over the fight. At first Deane was enthusiastic, but the onslaught of soirees and influence wore upon him. Deane began to
supply papers recommending these officers to the Continental Army and the French King appeared have no issues with these officers setting sail,
and many did so. Lafayette and his young friends made a pact to do so themselves, but trouble brewed with his father-in-law, who tried to stop him.
Lafayette continued pressing Deane for a commission as a high ranking officer, claiming that his passion and zeal were matched by his ability to
generate publicity and the fact he was able to finance himself completely. Deane also found that Lafayette's family connections to the court would
be extremely valuable to the American cause. [1] Like with de Broglie, the Americans sought after the Marquis for his implications over his
inexperience. Lafayette wound up having to purchase a ship and escape from the crown after a series of problems sparked by those same
connections being too much for the king to openly back the American cause at this point. With his extremely expensive new ship “La Victoire” “Victory”, he eventually made his way to the new world with appointment by Deane “in the name of the very honorable Congress the Rank of Major
General.” While leaping from Captain to Major-General, he would not bound across the ocean, but drag along what Lafayette thought of as a sad
sea for eight long weeks and land fifty miles northeast of their intended landing at Charleston. To make matters worse, they landed late in the
evening with out anyone to greet them that spoke French, and wound up running into two slaves who just brought the Frenchmen to their
unsuspecting master. The wary crew does make it to Charleston, where we find Lafayette's letters to his wife to espouse how wonderful the town
was and how nice the people were. This was at a time when there was known hostility to all the arriving French officers, many of whom did not
speak French, were rude, and mercenary in their behavior. Their travel from the ship had been extremely poor as well, as their carts turned to
splinters, some of their bags stolen, and the heat and environment with no food leading to starvation and dysentery.
What may have set the
Marquis on the right course was Masonry. There are several legends, which I have been unable to verify, that Marquis and his close friends from
the ship wind up finding some Freemasons in Charleston. What is confirmed is the odd connection that will come much later from the house of the
man they stay with originally, Major Benjamin Huger. His three year old son will one day attempt a rescue of the Marquis from an Austrian controlled
prison, in what is today part of the Czech Republic.
For all of these adventures upon the Marquis' path, he and his comrades did not expect the cool reception they received upon finally arriving at the
Continental Congress in Philadelphia. General Washington, already receiving French troops and wary of language barriers and the suspected plot
of de Broglie, had sent letters to congress about his desires to not have further officers. Some of the men who arrived were known to be involved
with de Broglie, especially de Kalb, and the others considered guilty by association. Additionally, Silas Deane had sent Major-General Philippe
Charles Tronson du Coudray as engineer and also given in to his exorbitant demands, making him the head of all America's engineers and artillery.
Coudray made things worse by demanding huge sums of money, prestige, and with haughty behavior ensured all other Frenchman were eyed
warily. The remaining engineers that Deane sent were also unsatisfactory, which Benjamin Franklin eventually had to resolve.[1] The Americans
were concerned with Coudray's claims of influence in the French government, which turned out to be somewhat spurious. With these issues at
hand, Lafayette and company arrive unbidden to Congress. The Frenchmen were deflected a few times before being examined further by
representatives of Congress. Lafayette's protests were done well enough to convince the interviewing congressman that his service without pay
was of value. Congress actually passed a resolution confirming the Marquis as Major-General, and in an unusual manner specifying his service was
“accepted” as “volunteer”...”without pension or allowance”.[2] He had no command and was a volunteer at his own expense. He dutifully brought in a
few others as aides-de-camp. Most of the men who came on La Victoire returned to France, although de Kalb and others would join Lafayette under
the same aspect of volunteer eventually. He was able to influence men with his zeal for the cause of liberty and his optimism. Congress also noted
this in their resolution, where few resolutions for military appointments ever made such comment. The author David Clary, in his book Adopted Son,
makes the claim that what occurred with Congress was an error in communication. Mr. Clary maintains that while Congress said “Volunteer”,
Lafayette heard “volontaire”, “which in the French army mean a young noble attached to a general officer as a military apprentice, who performed
the duties of an aide-de-camp. He had no official position until he moved on to a staff assignment – or a line command.” [2]
This was a highly irregular idea for a Major-General to be such staff officer and rise to command, but it may have suited the Marquis to believe it to
be the case in the Continental Army. Lafayette's zeal and optimism may have allowed him to blind himself to such duplicities in order to achieve his
goals. This ability is often a characteristic of successful people. He was willing to fight for the glorious cause of American Liberty and in so doing he
hoped to bring honor to himself. Congressmen, such as Henry Laurens, also noted these things in their letters of the time. A perfect opportunity to
have a French noble achieve dignity on the field in a “short season” and return to France as a powerful ally in the French court. There was little
consideration for the feelings of those other officers in the army at such appointments, nor consideration for Washington and what he should do with
the Marquis. General Washington expresses confusion and bewilderment over just what to do with the Marquis and what exactly Congress had
intended. Although Lafayette had a hope for glory in the United States, and although he was officially a Major-General in the Continental Army, he
would have to wait for fate and opportunity for a chance to command. What few saw at this point was how vulnerable he could be to the plotting of
others. Where de Broglie had sought to use the Marquis as a foreign take over of the army, domestic forces began to consider using him in like
manner for their own mutinous designs.
Works Cited:
1. Auricchio, Laura, The Marquis: Lafayette reconsidered (Alfred A. Knopf, 2014)
2. Clary, David, Adopted Son: Washington, Lafayette, and the Friendship That Saved The Revolution (Bantam Books, 2007)
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The Grand Lodge of RI in conjunction with
“Hermione 2015” will be participating in
several events during its visit to Newport.
Please check the Grand Lodge website
(www.rimasons.com) for details as they
become available.
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WELCOME TO THE CRAFT MY BROTHERS
The Grand Lodge and all members of the Craft extend a warm welcome to our new brothers
who have been raised as Master Masons.
Alfredo Garcia St. John’s No. 1
Shaun Kerr St. John’s No. 1
Duke Mocanu St. John’s No. 1
Gary Parish St. John’s No. 1
Greg Vespe St. John’s No. 1

Thomas J. Briggs Jr. Mt. Vernon No. 4
Zachary A. Preston Mt. Vernon No. 4
John J. Lawrence Morning Star No. 13
John E. Schierenbeck Morning Star No. 13
Rodney M. Yozora Morning Star No. 13

Kenneth J. Amoriggi St. Johns No. 1P
Albert J. Capobianco, Jr. St. Johns No. 1P
Justin T. Cargill St. Johns No. 1P
Joseph M. Coelho St. Johns No. 1P
Peter H. Horne St. Johns No. 1P
Daniel D. MacKinnon St. Johns No. 1P
Matthew R. McCormick St. Johns No. 1P
Nicholas J. Messinger St. Johns No. 1P
John B. Paliotta St. Johns No. 1P
Marc J. Pappas St. Johns No. 1P
Timothy E. Shannon St. Johns No. 1P

Carlo Ferraro Franklin No. 20
Stephen M. Anthony Ionic No. 28
James J. Buckley Jr. St. Andrews No. 39
Lawrence Corrente, III. St. Andrews No. 39
Moises N. Reyes St. Andrews No. 39
Michael A. Tumlinson St. Andrews No. 39
Gerard B. Cournoyer Lafayette No. 47
Armand R. Pires Lafayette No. 47
Joseph A. Volpicelli Lafayette No. 47

From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I want to thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue. Unfortunately,
we did not have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate, I have saved the
material for our next issue. As a reminder please submit your material for future issues
before the deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis. As the deadline
approaches there is less and less space available and your material may not be published
if received on or after the deadline date.

RI Freemason
Deadlines
We are bringing the RI Freemason in line
with the Masonic Calendar of the Grand
Master's year, which runs from May to
May.

A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions;
•
•
•
•
•

Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files
Please no PDF files they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first
serve basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

The issues will be published as follows:
JUNE/JULY
Deadline: May 1st
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Deadline: July 1st
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Deadline: September 1st

Respectfully,
Brother, Richard Lynch
Editor:

R∴W∴Richard F. Lynch

Associate Editors:

M∴W∴Leon C. Knudsen, PGM
W∴Gerald T. Plemmons
Millie T. Hallstrom
Carol R. Plemmons

Editorial Advisor:

M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom Jr. PGM
R∴W∴Grand Secretary

DECEMBER/JANUARY
Deadline: November 1st
FEBRUARY/MARCH
Deadline: January 1st
APRIL/MAY
Deadline: March 1st

_____________________________________________________________

Report from the Masonic Districts
METRO DISTRICT

R∴W∴Glenn S. Carlson, DDGM
Greetings Brethren, Since my last writing Scott and I have
concluded our two remaining visitations and are awaiting
Redwood's Annual Communication. Our two visitations, the first
rd
being Jenks Lodge No. 24, was held on March 23 and was very
well attended. W∴Dave Van Bost had two speakers for the
evening explaining service dog training. "Heroes in Transition"
and "Hynoone K-9 Ultimate Dog Training", both speakers had the
full attention of all and a wealth of information was transferred
that evening. The second and last visitation was to St. Johns
Lodge No.1 Providence on April 15th. This is the visitation that all
District Deputies, I am sure, look at as bittersweet. You look
forward to it all year and when it finally arrives you wish it was
another year away. I would like to thank W∴Robert O'Brien and
R∴W∴Rick Lynch for procuring Ill. Mark A. Tabbert, Director of
Museum and Library Collections at The George Washington
Masonic National Memorial and author of "American
Freemasons: Three Centuries of Building Communities" and
several other books. Many thought provoking ideas were
brought to the forefront of the discussion as to where
Freemasonry is today and what our newest Masons are looking
for from the Craft. Thank you brethren, this will be a night I will
hold dear to my heart.
I traveled with the brethren of St. Johns Lodge No.1 Providence
to the Grand Lodge of New Jersey to meet with the brethren of
Euclid Lodge. What a fantastic trip! The brothers of Euclid
Lodge welcomed us with open arms and we enjoyed a great
lunch and plenty of refreshments on our arrival. After lunch we
all changed and prepared for the their meeting. The Master of
Euclid Lodge, W∴Luis A.Torres Jr., along with W∴Robert
O'Brien sat in the East with the Grand Masters of both
jurisdictions, M∴W∴Gerald J. Sharpe of New Jersey and our
own Grand Master M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III. After the
meeting we were treated to a guided tour of the Grand Lodge
and their museum. We could have spent hours in there. We
again sat down to a huge dinner, a bit more socializing and
fellowship. We then said our goodbyes and back to the bus for
the trek home. We look forward to next year when the brothers
of Euclid Lodge will make their voyage north to visit at St. Johns.
I would like to thank the brothers of St. Johns for allowing me to
join them on this great tradition!
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As our Masonic calendar for the Metro District is nearing the end,
with the Annual Communication of Redwood Lodge right around
the corner and being our last official duty, it seems hard to
believe that five years traveling through the districts has gone by
in an instant. It only seems like yesterday that Scott and I were
being welcomed into the Southern District at their Hospitality
Night. Scott and I would like to thank all the brethren that
supported us through these last five years on our District
Visitations and Annuals. We look forward to our new role in the
Grand Council and appreciate your continued support as we
travel East. Thank you again my Brothers from the bottom of my
heart. As always Brothers be safe and travel with Light!

EAST BAY DISTRICT

R∴W∴Kenneth F. Poyton, DDGM
Greetings from the East Bay District,
It is hard to believe that Michael and I are entering into the last
leg of our journey through the Districts but here we are. We have
one more District to go and are looking forward to building new
relationships and renewing old ones as well. Every Lodge has
their own unique personality which we are eager to experience in
the Metro District.
Another year is upon us and I know that I speak for the Lodges in
the Metro District as I congratulate Brother Raymond E. Hassell
our Most Worshipful Grand Master on his ascension to the Grand
East. Speaking of the Grand Master, as with every Grand Master,
they have their views on how things should be done. I will be
discussing them with the officers from your Lodges at the district
organizational meeting.
Michael and I have already been busy in the district as we
installed Domenic J. DiStefano along with his officers of Rising
nd
rd
Sun Lodge on May 22 . On June 23 , we will install the officers
of St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence and the new Worshipful
Master, Timothy Culhane whom I have gotten to know over these
past few years.
I feel the need to say how much I enjoyed the guest speaker at
St. Johns No. 1 Providence in April at R∴W∴Glen Carlson’s last
DDGM visitation there. The speaker certainly left us with
something to think about. To those of you who heard the talk, I
lean more towards the second option he discussed at the end.
One of my objectives in writing these articles in the
RI Freemason has been to include an attempt to shed “more
light”. I hope this information will give a better understanding of
the duties of the officers of a Lodge or the various aspects of the
expectations of Grand Lodge. One Book I would encourage
“every” officer to read is the “Masters Book” by Dr. Carl H.
Claudy. At every installation you see the DDGM present the
Master’s Book to the Wardens. This book was written in 1929
and although things have changed over the years it will give the
Wardens a keen insight as to what is expected of them to run a
successful lodge. You know who has the books (I just told you),
ask them if you can read it. You should be able to read it in less
than a month.
“CHIP”. Summer is once again upon us, which means that we
will again be asked to help at numerous CHIP events. My
message has been simple, I know you have a life outside of
Masonry, but if you could give us only four (4) hours a year for
this program, we would have more than enough volunteers.
(continued on page 10)
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(continued from Page 9, East Bay District)

EDUCATION SECTION
The topic I am writing about this time is about recognizing the
Grand Master, Past Grand Masters, presiding Masters and Past
Masters.
Scenario…You are a brand new Master Mason and you have
heard about this person they call the Grand Master. Now
imagine that you are a new member of St. Andrews Lodge No.
39 and a member of your lodge tells you he wants to introduce
you to the Grand Master (who by the way is talking to M∴W∴
Robert Allen, PGM). How many times has it gone this way?
Brother Smith, I would like to introduce you to Most Worshipful
Robert J. Allen and Most Worshipful Raymond E. Hassell. They
shake your hand then the two walk away. You probably have no
idea that you have just met the Grand Master. Remember,
whenever you are addressing a Past Grand Master it is always
Most Worshipful and when you are addressing the presiding
Grand Master it should be Most Worshipful Grand Master or
Grand Master. The same scenario is with a Past Master and the
presiding Master of your lodge. A Past Master is Worshipful and
the Presiding Master is Worshipful Master. There can only be
one Grand Master and one presiding Master of a Lodge and we
must recognize them as such. I hope you find this information
useful?
In closing, I wish to thank M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III, for
appointing me DDGM for the East Bay District and to Most
Worshipful Grand Master Raymond Hassell for appointing me
DDGM to the Metro District. Just like every District I have been
privileged to serve, I will miss my brothers from the East Bay
District, but I am looking forward to crossing back over the bridge
sans the red socks to the Metro District.

2015 MS RIDE
June 20-21, Narragansett, RI
For the second time, I will have the honor of riding in the
2015 MS Ride with numerous other Brothers from our Grand
Jurisdiction. This event requires the participants to ride their
bicycles a total of 150 miles over a two day period. Last year
our team raised about $10,000 and donated it to the MS
Society to help those stricken with this hideous disease. We
are always looking for more riders but if you are not able to
ride with us, a donation (you would be surprised to see how
far a $10.00 or $25.00 donation goes) would be much
appreciated. Below is the link that will take you directly to the
Rhode Island Freemasons team page. From there you can
join our team or make a donation to the team or to a specific
rider on our team.
http://bikerir.nationalmssociety.org/site/TR/Bike/MAMBikeEve
nts?team_id=408260&pg=team&fr_id=25787
If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at
401-447-3214.

NORTHERN DISTRICT

R∴W∴Gary S. Kaufman, DDGM
It was a great year in the Northern Masonic District. Thank you
M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III, PGM for your confidence in me
and your guidance through the year. Congratulation on your
successful year in the Grand East and I wish you luck in the
years to come as a Past Grand Master.

I also want to congratulate R∴W∴Ronald P. Reed on his
fantastic year as Grand Marshal. Being a Past Grand Marshal
myself, I know that position very well. Good luck Ron in your next
endeavor. It is with great pleasure that I thank W∴Mark
Eddleston, my Grand Master of Ceremonies on completing your
year with me. Thank you for all that you do to make us look
great! We are a good team and I look forward to the rest of the
journey to the Grand East together.
Congratulations to M∴W∴Raymond E. Hassell on your
ascension to the Grand East. Thank you Most Worshipful Grand
Master for reappointing me and Mark for another year. Mark and
I are very much looking forward to 2015-2016 in the East Bay
District. Thank you to the East Bay Past Masters Association for
your hospitality at your spring dinner meeting at the Wharf
Tavern on May 11th. Mark and I had a wonderful time meeting
everyone and getting our feet wet in the district. Our first official
duty in the district is the district organizational meeting to be held
th
at St. John’s Lodge No. 1 on June 4 . At this meeting we
discuss all the expectations that the Grand Master and I have for
the year in the district. Thank you, W∴Maurice Warren, and your
officers for offering to host this evening meeting at your lodge. It
is always a challenge to get to the lodges before the summer
break. If we did not make it to your lodge I will make it in
September. Please introduce yourselves to me and Mark over
the summer at the different functions. I am truly looking forward
to meeting the brethren and officers of the East Bay District and
hope for a terrific year! Have a great summer!

CENTRAL DISTRICT

R∴W∴Robert B. Ellston, DDGM
Greetings,
It is hard to believe yet another year has gone; how quickly the
seasons pass. Keith and I have truly enjoyed our travels and
meeting with the brethren throughout the Central District. We
would be remiss if we did not take this opportunity to thank each
and every brother for the warmth and kindness extended to us
during this year. With great anticipation, we now prepare to
move into the district of the North, our “home district”.
I would like to take this opportunity to extend felicitations to the
“new” Master Masons who were raised this year within the
Central District. May you long enjoy the comradeship and
brotherly affection of our gentle Craft. To those Master Masons
from the District who attained the honor of 50-years in the Craft,
well done and congratulations my Brothers. We thank you for
your labors on behalf of our gentle Fraternity.
Most of the lodges within the district are winding up their work for
the season and preparing for some rest and refreshment during
the summer. Ionic Lodge will continue to hold communications
during July and August on the Saturday on or before the full
moon. If you feel so inclined my brothers, why not travel down
(up or west, as the case may be) to the village of Greene and
enjoy the fellowship of this country Lodge. Many of the lodges
will be coming together during the summer and holding lodge
picnics and other “fun and family oriented functions”. Avail
yourselves of the opportunity to join in the friendship of these
events.
The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge having been
th
held on the May 18 , we extend our congratulations to our new
Grand Master, M∴W∴Raymond E. Hassell and his Grand
Marshal, R∴W∴Rick Baccus. I thank you Most Worshipful Grand
Master for appointing me to serve as the DDGM for the Northern
District.
(continued on page 11)
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I will do my utmost to uphold your confidence in me and serve
you and the Craft to the best of my ability during the coming year.
M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III PGM, thank you for a fantastic
year. It has been my great pleasure and honor to travel with you
and your Grand Marshal, R∴W∴Ronald P Reed during the past
year. I thank you for having allowed me to serve you and our
Craft as the Central District DDGM.
Most Worshipful Grand Master Hassell held his Organizational
Meeting three days after his Installation and shortly thereafter
Keith and I brought together the lodges of the Northern District
for our Organizational Meeting. While Keith and I hail from the
Northern District, we took the opportunity to reintroduce
ourselves to Brethren of the District in our ‘official capacity’ and
presented the Grand Master’s Protocol for his year. During this
meeting, we collectively discussed summer plans; the Northern
District Picnic, Grand Lodge Picnic, etc. and other topics of
interest for the upcoming year including the Grand Master’s
Visitation to the COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM at Fort Adams in
Newport on September 12th and also his Official Visitation to the
th
Northern District on November 5 , which will be hosted by
Morning Star No. 13. Semi-Public Installations are slated for
Friendship No. 7, Lafayette No. 47, and Mt Moriah No. 8. in
September, October, and November respectively, along with
Official District Visitations to Morning Star No. 13 and Friendship
No. 7 in October were among some of the topics of discussion.
In closing, may I once again extend to the Central District
Masters, Wardens, Officers and Brethren all a sincere
appreciation and thank you for the generous and gracious
warmth which you afforded Keith, myself and our wives as we
traveled through the district.. It was indeed a pleasure to serve
you as your District Deputy Grand Master. I trust that you will
extend as warm a welcome to R∴W∴Robert A. Palazzo, your
new DDGM, and W∴William (Brad) Ripley, GMC as they enter
the district. Thank you, my Brothers.

SOUTHERN DISTRICT

R∴W∴Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM
Brethren, it finally looks like we’ve rid ourselves of a winter many
of us would rather soon forget. I guess Global Warming hasn’t
found its way to New England or Rhode Island for that matter.
Our Masonic year is coming to a close and I hope you have
accomplished all you have set out to do. Shortly, many of us will
receive a rest from our labors and enjoy the summer months.
During this time, I hope you will take time to reflect on the past
year and decide if you have done all you can do, or will you make
the effort to do better? Living up to our high ideals is a difficult
task at times, many times our day to day concerns block our path
and it may be in our hearts but time or the pressures of life
present barriers which detour our good intentions.
Regardless of whom you speak with, most will always tell you
times were difficult. The same holds true for our younger
brothers, and in some ways I do think times are more difficult
today. Masonry must present some value to them or they will
make decisions that do not benefit the Craft. Our young brothers
question what we do and why, as elders of the Craft we must
provide those answers. The world offers too many distractions,
we are an entertainment driven society, we want the most bang
for our dollar. If Masonry fails to provide that we will surely lose. I
believe that by embracing our younger members listen to them,
as they are our future if we allow them to be. Brethren, like most
things in life its a blend, we must teach and not allow our
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traditions to be forgotten but be open minded enough to let go
and let a new breed lead the way. Its difficult letting go, I know
from my family with two young daughters, it’s their time, they
must make their way in the world as we have all done. Brethren,
we are not two teams but one with the same ideals and goals, it
just may be a different path to get there. Just imagine if Masonry
didn’t evolve.
In closing, my sincere thanks to the brothers and their families of
the Southern District, it has been a pleasure to work with you all
this past year. To all the brethren, be safe, stay healthy and enjoy
the summer.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
By: Brother, Timothy Culhane
Brothers! Summer is almost upon us, and winter is just a distant
memory. St. Johns No. 1 Providence has had a busy late winter
and early spring.
Our March meeting started with 9 Fellow Craft dazzling the
st
brothers with their proficiency, followed by the 1 section of the
Master Mason Degree, which was conferred on the same 9
brothers. We were also honored to be joined by R∴W∴Glenn
Carlson our DDGM and R∴W∴Gary Kaufman, DDGM for the
Northern District.
The following Saturday, we held a Special Communication to
confer the 2nd and 3rd sections of the Master Mason Degree upon
our nine candidates. We were proud to have; M∴W∴Wyman P.
Hallstrom, III, Grand Master; R∴W∴Glenn Carlson, DDGM;
R∴W∴Gary Kaufman, DDGM and M∴W∴ Russell R. Davis, Sr.
PGM, join us for the degree work.
On Saturday, April 4th we travelled to Trenton, NJ for our biannual visit with Euclid Lodge No. 137 from Hasbrouck Heights,
NJ. After a fun bus ride down we were greeted by many of the
Euclid brothers who had also travelled to Trenton. We were
joined by M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III, and R∴W∴ Glenn
Carlson on the trip, and joining us in Trenton was the Grand
Master of the State of New Jersey, M∴W∴Gerald J. Sharpe.
We met at the Grand Lodge of New Jersey at the Trenton
Masonic Temple. After lunch, lodge was opened in the main
lodge room. All of the brothers present were amazed at the
beauty and splendor of this magnificent room, but more
amazement was to come. After closing, we embarked on a tour
of this neo-classical Masonic Temple, “richly adorned with
molded painted plaster ceilings, marble walls and floors,
including their spectacular museum.” And spectacular the
museum was, with captivating exhibits and displays. If any
brothers travel through New Jersey, this is one sight not to miss!
Our April regular communication was the last regular visitation of
R∴W∴Glenn Carlson, DDGM to the Masonic districts. All of the
brothers at St. Johns extend their best wishes to him as he starts
his journey to the Grand East. It was also the last visit to St.
Johns during the tenure of M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III and
his Marshal, R∴W∴Ronald P. Reed. Our program for the
rd
evening consisted of a presentation by Ill. Mark A. Tabbert, 33
Degree, who spoke about his book “American Freemasons:
Three Centuries of Building Communities”. His presentation was
educational, well delivered, and was truly a reflection of the
excellence of his book.
(continued on page 12)

Page 12

June/July 2015

_________________________________________________________________________

(continued from Page 11, St. Johns Lodge)

A major task faces us as try to raise enough money to enable us
to replace the clap boards of our building. It is one hundred years
this year since a major overhaul of these boards was undertaken
and even then it is believed that some of the original boards were
used, although we can’t prove it.
Because of the forgoing, we would appeal to all interested parties
to help in anyway they can to support us in our endeavors. Every
donation no matter how large will help us to get closer to our
goal. Meantime, I can assure everyone that we are again
pursuing any group that might help us with a Grant. Any new
possibilities would be gratefully received.
We have already held a number of fund raising events, including
a Ham and Bean supper last month. In May we planned and held
a Cigar night at the Elks building in Bristol.
We are working to say hard towards our Annual Clambake. This
year we are being supported by the Warren German Club. Here
is a Masonic event that is great for both you and your wife. We
look forward to greeting you all on Sunday, June 7th. Tickets are
$30.00 each. Please contact me at 401-225-2214.
I am pleased to say that we have several new candidates in the
works like most of the lodges. We are able to put them to work
immediately. Helping with Fund Raising Dinners have proved a
great way to get them involved and for them to meet more good
men under fun conditions.
We, like all the lodges in the East Bay District, are pleased to
have one of our own, M∴W∴Raymond E. Hassell as our new
Grand Master. M∴W∴Hassell is from St. Andrews Lodge No. 39
one of our sister lodges in the district. We pledge our support in
his endeavors.

Friendship Lodge No. 7
By: Brother, Trevor Humphrey
R∴W∴Raymond E. Hassell, DGM; R∴W∴Glenn Carlson, DDGM,
Ill. Mark Tabbert; M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III, GM,
W∴Robert J. O’Brien, Master of St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence

In June, St. Johns will have its last regular communication before
our Annual and the joys of summer to follow. Our program will
be our Annual Awards Presentation and general fraternal
camaraderie as W∴Robert J. O’Brien’s term in the East draws to
a close. We will hold our Annual Communication on Tuesday,
rd
June 23 at 5:30 PM at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center in
Cranston. Please come out and join us and show your support
for our incoming Master and his officers.
We will be at recess during the summer months, but we hope to
see you at events as we travel. Please have a safe, fun, and
prosperous summer.

Washington Lodge No. 3
By: Brother, Robert Sinclair, PM
As we move on with our Masonic programs after a bad winter, we
become more aware of the toll that has been taken on our
various lodges by the harsh weather conditions. This has once
again caused a re-alignment of Washington Lodge’s efforts for
this year.
As always we had planned to keep on raising awareness and
funds that would enable us to maintain our historical Masonic
building, but now we must raise our eyes to the most urgent task
ahead of us, faster than we had hoped.

What’s that old saying, April showers bring May meetings? That’s
right, in case you missed it Friendship Lodge had two meetings in
nd
the month of May. The first was on May 2 at which we had a
quick morning meeting to allow us to attend the Northern District
Charity event at McCoy Stadium. This year I had the privilege of
working with the other Junior Wardens in the Northern District to
host the event. It was the hope of our Grand Master that these
events would bring the brothers together. For this, and many
other reasons, we decided to enjoy a day with the Paw Sox with
all the proceeds to benefit the Rhode Island Food Bank.
Everyone had a grand time with over 150 brothers and their
families in attendance, tailgating and watching the game
together. On behalf of the Junior Wardens, I would like to thank
all those that came out to support this great charity event, and all
those that helped make it such a success.
At our second meeting on May 30th we honored our Past
Masters, with each taking a moment to speak about their time in
the East. This event is not only a great chance to thank those
who have led before us, but a way to learn more about the
history of Friendship Lodge. It is all too easy to take a thriving
lodge such as Friendship for granted, but without the foundation
built by those who came before us we would not be the strong
lodge that we are today. Not all lodges are so lucky.
As we look forward to June, several Brothers from Friendship will
be joined by brothers from around the state to bike the MS150. If
you would like to donate to our team please go to
www.bikems.org click donate and search for “Chris Labutti.”
(continued on page 13)
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By donating to W∴Chris directly all donations will be matched
due to the generosity of his company. If you wish to show your
support I hear that John Kent is planning on meeting us after the
ride with some form of grub and refreshments. John along with a
handfull of others did this for us last year and it was appreciated
more than you could know. It gave us something to look forward
to at the end of day two, and left a lasting impression on the rest
of our team as well as others. I had several people stop me to
ask what our private refreshment area was, it was with great
pride that I could say we are Freemasons, and Freemasons
support each other in all their endeavors. When you call John
Kent to volunteer with the MS150 day you should also reserve
th
your spot for the June 27 Steak Fry. The meeting will be a step
up night opening at 2:00 PM, and as always we will vote to let the
lodge go dark in July and August. We hope to see you there.
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R∴W∴Paul made several good points about how Masons affect
and treat each other as well as the community. We have a
responsibility to represent the Craft wherever we are and serve
as examples of the highest qualities of the Fraternity.
April 14th Harmony passed three brothers to the Fellow Craft
degree, highlighted by an incredible Middle Chamber performed
by Senior Deacon, Mick Torgan. Congratulations Mick very well
done!
Highlighting the month of April was the Masonic Feast at the
Anawan Club in Rehoboth, MA. The event sold out immediately
as it is a spectacular and fun event. Joining us was our Most
Worshipful Grand Master, Wyman “Chip” Hallstrom, along with
R∴W∴Ron Reed, Grand Marshal and R∴W∴Ray Hassell,
Deputy Grand Master, always a special treat to have them along
with us.

Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
By: Brother, Andy Akers
What a lovely spring we have in Lime Rock! The lawns at Mt.
Moriah are green and inviting, and the summer season is upon
us. Early in May, we had good participation in the Northern
Charity Ballgame (and tailgate), cementing brotherhood across
the district. In bringing brothers together for a charitable cause,
and to have a fine time socially, one can admire the many
benefits of our humble fraternity. Sincere and everlasting
connections are made across the so many divisions that keep us
apart in everyday life. Sharing in brotherhood and fellowship is a
foundational element of community, it provides a great personal
fulfillment, and the structure of our rituals provides both individual
growth and improvement plus a shared sense of accomplishment
in making good men better.
Late in May, Mt. Moriah hosted a fascinating and well-received
presentation from R∴W∴Richard Lynch, Grand Curator/
Librarian, of the Grand Lodge Library. I visited the library recently
to prepare for our next degree. It is a beautiful and very
impressive place to study and approach the wisdom of
Freemasonry. And then late in May, W∴Dave Lancaster and the
officers conferred the Master Mason degree in traditional Mt.
Moriah style. Our regular communication for signing of the bylaws is scheduled for June 26th. Join us for the Annual Steak-Fry
th
on June 20 . Contact W∴Mike Picard, PM for tickets.

Harmony Lodge No. 9
By: Brother, Robert Fish
March kicked off with the Annual Game dinner, served to a sold
out - full house, during another snow storm, which was unable to
deter Harmony’s Fellow Craft Club from another spectacular
dinner.
Our annual Children’s Easter Party was a huge success. Not all
the eggs found their way into the kids baskets, a few had been
hidden in the Worshipful Master’s shoes, which managed to
remain there until the regular communication. A stink was raised!
March wrapped up with Harmony Lodge hosting an adult game
night, M∴W∴Wyman “Chip” Hallstrom pointed out at his
Testimonial that we should not only work hard at the Craft but
play hard as well, and the brethren at Harmony Lodge do just
that.
Our April meeting featured a visitation by R∴W∴Robert B.
Ellston, DDGM with the Officer’s Forum program provided by
R∴W∴Paul Kokolski, director of Masonic Education.

th
Upcoming events: on June 16 we will raise our Fellow Craft
candidates to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason.

In conclusion, the brothers of Harmony Lodge wish
R∴W∴Robert B. Ellston, DDGM the best as he continues his
journey through the districts. Thank you R∴W∴Bob for your
good work in the Central District and at Harmony Lodge. We
also want to thank The M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III, PGM for
all the time he spent with us at Harmony Lodge during his year.
Most Worshipful your leadership, friendship and enthusiasm for
the Craft has been an inspiration to us all and we wish you the
very best as you continue on your Masonic journey.

Charity Lodge No. 23
By: Brother, Michael Southern
Next year we celebrate our 150th anniversary as a lodge and will
present a brief history over the next several issues of the RI
Freemason.
The 150-Year Step in Freemasonry
As the summer of 1865 approached, Jefferson Davis was in irons
and headed for Old Capitol Prison until he could be tried for
treason. General Lee was expected to be tried about the same
(continued on page 14)
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time. Conspirators in the assassination of President Lincoln were
convicted. Some of them were sentenced to be hanged and
others would be imprisoned for life.
In Rhode Island, the General Assembly met in Newport, and the
Narragansett Weekly reported that “very little business was
done.” Later that summer, when state lawmakers met in
Providence, the Legislature failed to accomplish much more, the
newspaper reported.
As soldiers returned to their homes, communities in southern
Rhode Island prepared to celebrate Independence Day “with
more éclat than ever before,” the Narragansett Weekly said.
“This is as it should be.”
The 89th anniversary of independence was celebrated with
fireworks, cannon, music and parades. In the Westerly parade,
one of the most popular features was a carriage drawn by six
horses and carrying “36 misses representing the states of the
union,” according to a newspaper account.
Meanwhile a group of Masons were planning the establishment
of what would be Charity Lodge No. 23 in Hope Valley. During
this year and next, we will be celebrating our 150-year step in
Freemasonry. Our anniversary year begins in November 2015
with the recognition of the day those Brothers were given
dispensation to form a Lodge by Most Worshipful Grand Master
Thomas A. Doyle.
Follow our Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/CharityLodge23RhodeIsland as we
make plans to recognize our history.

Hope Lodge No. 25
By: Brother, Tom Clune, Master
Greetings from South County Brethren!
Hope Lodge conferred the Entered Apprentice degree on two fine
candidates at our last meeting. A special thanks to honorary
member Russell Lorenson and long time Hope Lodge member,
Wayne Durfee who stepped up to help out with the degree as
some last minute changes came up. It is an exciting time for
Hope Lodge, so come on out and visit us the 2nd Wednesday of
each month.
Hope Lodge will be holding its 3rd Annual Cigar Dinner on
Saturday June 13th at 6:00 PM. Tickets are only $30 and include
3 premium cigars, dinner, raffle tickets and much more. We’ll be
having Cuban cigar roller Osmany Hidalgo back this year and he
will be rolling cigars for your pleasure. A portion of the proceeds
from the night will benefit Operation, “Cigars for Warriors”, a nonprofit organization that sends cigars to our troops overseas. If
you are into cigars or just a good night out with your fellow
brethren, you don’t want to miss this event. All are welcome.
Tickets can be purchased online with any major credit card or
PayPal at www.hopelodge25.com, any questions can be directed
to Tom Clune at tom@tomclune.com or 401-284-3269.

this is truly a milestone in life. I don’t believe I’ve ever known
another man who reached that age. Walter has been a good
friend as well as brother to me for many years and he always
brings cheer to the lodge room when he attends. W∴Carl
called our gathering that day an "Occasional Birthday Meeting" of
Ionic Lodge. We presented him a certificate of appreciation for
reaching that milestone. He recognized all the brethren who
attended and he is still sharp as a tack. The Grand Artificer has
certainly blessed him.
In June, W∴Carl has a "Steak Fry" planned for June 6th to be
held at the Coventry Men’s Club. Tickets are available now for
the modest sum of $20.00. He has chosen this location so we
can entertain people from the community and possibly entice
some new candidates into joining us as Masons. If you like steak
and good company, please contact W∴Carl at 401-316-0837 or
me at 401-539-7844 to reserve a ticket.
The July meeting at Ionic Lodge falls on June 27th. We may have
a stargazing program or conferring the Master Mason Degree.
We hope to have a program meeting between the Fellow Craft
and Master Mason degree months so we aren’t continually doing
degree work.
The August meeting may very well be a "Past Masters", Master
Mason Degree. This is always a great night and as stated for
July, we may have the stargazing program that night instead.

Rising Sun Lodge No. 30
By: Brother, John A. Lawson, III , PM

Ionic Lodge No. 28
By: Brother, Tim Fitzhugh, PM
th

Ionic Lodge members were honored to celebrate the 100
th
Birthday of W∴Walter Dennis on March 13 of this year. Thirteen
or more brethren were able to attend a party thrown in his honor
by his family and brothers at his residence at Davis Place in
Danielson, CT. Many family members were there to celebrate
with him as well. We often talk about milestones in Masonry and

W∴Brother Kenneth M. Long is presented his 50-Year Service Medal at
Rising Sun Lodge No. 30. W∴Ken signed the By-Laws of Harmony Lodge
No. 9 in 1965 and is a Past Master of Lafayette Lodge No. 47 (1978, 1988
to 1991) and Rising Sun Lodge No. 30 (1995).

___________________________________________________________________

Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
By: Brother, Ron Simoes, Master
As I sit at my desk writing my last message as Master and
reflecting on the past year, I am struck by how much we were
able to accomplish. We started the year with our Past Masters
conferring the Entered Apprentice degree with our Most
Worshipful Grand Master sitting in the East. The degree and floor
work was exemplary and served as an example of the caliber of
work that we are capable of when we put our heart into it. It
certainly set the tone for the upcoming year. My personal goal
for the Lodge was to bring back the heart and passion for the
work that we do. Then I set out to ensure that the time the
brothers spend at Lodge and engaging in Lodge and family
activities was worth it and became something that was
anticipated and looked forward to. After a quiet summer break,
we returned with excitement and vigor to continue to make good
men better and guide our candidates as they took their degrees.
We enjoyed several opportunities to involve our friends and family
and hosted very successful events such as an Italian Themed
Table Lodge, Family Christmas Party, and the second Annual
Charity Game Dinner. These were all successful events not
because of the numbers in attendance or funds raised, rather by
the overwhelming display of fellowship, brotherhood and overall
enjoyment that was evident to anyone who was in attendance.
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should all follow. We received the Most Worshipful Grand Master
during our May Communication for his official visitation to his
Mother Lodge. It was a great night and a testament to the year
we all enjoyed under his leadership. The presentation on the
history of Jack Daniels Whiskey and tasting of their different
blends was great.
While I am looking forward to my second term as Master to come
to an end, its very bittersweet. I really enjoyed my year and had
a lot of fun along the way. After watching the officers deliver the
Master Mason Degree, I am convinced that my work here is
nearly done, and after 2 more openings, I am prepared to hand
over the Charter of our lodge to Brother Bill Elderkin.

St. Andrews Lodge No. 39
By: Brother, Michael Barbera, Master
Wardens and Brethren,
Warm and fraternal greetings from St. Andrew's lodge in
Riverside. If you haven't had a chance to visit with us recently,
we would love to welcome you to our lodge. We meet on the
second Thursday of each month and a calendar of our events
can be found at www.StAndrews39.org.
Our April meeting was a wonderful evening at St. Andrew’s. Our
three candidates performed an exemplary delivery of the EA
proficiency examination. Following the proficiency, the Fellow
Craft degree was conferred. The quality of the ritual was as fine
as I have seen and the candidates received their degree in true
St. Andrew’s fashion. Our sidelines were also full with our lodge
brothers, visitors and a fine delegation from Grand Lodge.
For those of you who have not been able to view ritual performed
by our current line of officers, I implore you to attend our June
meeting for the conferment of the Master Mason degree. I assure
you that you it will be an enjoyable evening.
I am truly inspired by the passion, energy and commitment that
our officers and lodge members have shown throughout this
year. It is an honor and a pleasure to be a member of this lodge. I
can see this devotion to the Craft being passed down to our
candidates and newer members which assures a bright future for
St. Andrew’s Lodge.

Additionally, the officers worked diligently to learn their parts for
each of the degrees, and while Mother Nature conspired against
us at every turn as we prepared for the Fellow Craft, we prevailed
and our candidates were passed. In April, the officers accepted
the challenge and raised our candidates to the Sublime Degree
of Master Mason during a “step-up” degree. Not only did they
accept the challenge, they excelled! I have never been so proud
th
to be a member of Roger Williams Lodge than I was on April 11
as I watched each of my officers deliver superb degree work and
ritual. It was by far, the best delivery of the Master Mason Degree
that I have experienced. Imagine, each part of the degree
delivered flawlessly and WITHOUT A SINGLE PROMPT! Our
candidates were raised with class. On April 18th, we gathered
with our brethren from across the state to celebrate our Most
Worshipful Grand Master and his incredible year in the Oriental
East. We are very proud of our Grand Master and the example
that he set for everyone. Throughout his travels through the
Districts as a Grand Marshal and again as a District Deputy, he
never forgot to come home. He consistently made it a point to
come to Lodge, just because he could. An example that we

Please be sure to mark your calendars for the weekend of
October 2-4, 2015. Under the direction of Most Worshipful
Raymond E. Hassell, St. Andrew’s Lodge has been afforded the
opportunity to hold a tiled meeting within the North Lodge Room
of the George Washington Masonic Memorial in Alexandria, VA.
All RI Masons, and their ladies or guests, are invited to take part
in the weekend trip. We will travel by chartered bus and
accommodations and some meals will be included in the
organized trip. Please feel free to contact me directly for further
information. Also see the advertisement in this issue. I hope you
will join us!

Overseas Lodge No. 40
By: Brother, Michael J. Gardiner, Jr., PM
It has been no secret that we belong to a unique and special
lodge. As our current Worshipful Master has mentioned before,
we share not only the fraternal bond of the Craft, but also the
bond of brothers in arms that all who have served in the military
share. Like many powerful truths that we are fortunate enough to
encounter throughout our lifetimes, these two brotherly bonds
have crossed paths in our history. Since I have become a
Freemason, I have heard some amazing stories of Masonic
Brotherhood during a time of war.
(continued on page 16)
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Our own civil war seems to be particularly filled with these
stories. I recently read an article online titled: “Brotherhood in
Battle: Masons in the Civil War” by Jimmy Stevens. I was struck
by these statistics:
“Many of those men, those "casualties," were Master Masons.
More than three million Americans, North and South, fought in
the Civil War, approximately 11% or about 320,000 of whom
were Freemasons.(6) This is rather incredible considering in
1861 there were less than 500,000 Masons in America, which
means over 60% of America's Masons went to war.(8) Consider
too, that many Masons living during that period, obviously had to
be older men, or otherwise incapable of going to war, so there is
no question that an overwhelmingly high percentage of Masons,
able to be soldiers, fought for their country, be it the Union or
Confederacy. Over 300 generals in those two armies were
Master Masons. (6)”
Here are the references cited in that quote:
(6) House Undivided the Story of Freemasonry and the Civil War
Allen E. Roberts, Macoy Publishing & Masonic Supply Co. Inc
Richmond, Va. 1961.

Freemasons at Gettysburg Sheldon A. Munn Thompson
Publications; Gettysburg Pa; 1993

(8)

To say that war is hell is an understatement. However, even
during a time such as our civil war when the fighting was close up
and often hand to hand, it is encouraging to know that the
fraternal bond of the Craft can reach through military discipline to
see the brother on the other side who cries out for mercy in a
way that his Fellow Mason would certainly recognize instantly. I
have heard stories of this nature from both World War I & II and
even a story of the mercy shown to an American Soldier by
Canadian Masons during fighting long ago between our two
nations from our very own Canadian member, Brother Richard
Pink. As we move forward, I hope that we can appreciate anew
the special nature of our fraternal bond and how precious it is. I
would challenge every brother to look in the mirror and ask
himself what he can do to further cultivate and strengthen the
brotherly love that our Craft teaches and encourages.
Now a message from our Worshipful Master Joseph A. Bennett:

your families and if you do find Masonic events going on during
the summer that you can fit into your schedules, please take time
to support your brothers in their endeavors.
In closing I would to take this opportunity to congratulate one of
our own members, Most Worshipful Grand Master, Ray Hassell
in his elevation to the greatest preferment a brother can receive
in our jurisdiction. To R∴W∴Ken Poyton we welcome you and
your Master of Ceremonies, W∴Michael Northup to the Metro
District. We salute you in the honor you graciously deserve.
Ours is not to ask why, as we are taught in the military the only
acceptable answer is yes sir consider it done. I am offering our
services to you that you may have fair winds and following seas. I
hope you have a fun, enjoyable, and rewarding year.

Lafayette Lodge No. 47
By: Brother, Robert Lyle, PM
March just seemed to fly by at Lafayette Lodge! We had a Table
Lodge that was devoted to Masonic Education through poems,
short stories and songs. It was well attended and the food was
great as well as the fellowship among the brethren that attended.
We also had our monthly all you can eat breakfast that featured
W∴Bob Drisko’s famous corned beef hash. Each month we
feature something different at our breakfast but we always have
th
pancakes. Our Breakfasts are held the 4 Saturday of the month
September through May.
On April 1st we had our official DDGM visitation from R∴W∴Gary
Kaufman. The Lodge room was filled with many brothers from all
the lodges in the Northern District as well as the traveling band of
brothers from Ezekiel Bates Lodge in Attleboro, MA. The
program for the evening was Dale Munchy who entertained us on
a piano that he restored that was originally made in 1806. He
performed flawlessly and it was a very enjoyable evening. On the
6th we had a special meeting to confer the EA degree and we
also opened and closed the lodge in EA. The officers did an
excellent job with that evenings work.
Congratulations are in order to W∴Robert Turner who received
his 50-Year Service Medal in Florida. Thank you Brother Turner
for all you have done for Lafayette Lodge and the Craft.
rd

Greetings my brothers,
This is probably one of the hardest articles to try to write. We are
approaching the time of year when most lodges go to recess for
the summer, with that being said there is a mirror to look into to
see what is ahead of us. At our June meeting, I hope to be able
to have a program on the building of the flag. If that does not
come to fruition I will have a flag related program, as we here at
Overseas Lodge have proudly served under that flag to defend
our present way of life. One of the toughest sayings in the military
is “ALL GAVE SOME, SOME GAVE ALL”. It is even a bigger
task to live it, but it was definitely worth it.
As for our social activity, it is my will and pleasure that we can
hopefully attend the Pawsox’s game on June 25th, where they will
be honoring veterans. Hopefully we will be able to provide a
Color Guard as well. We will also have another opportunity to
provide our service as a Color Guard to the Rainbows Girls at
their assembly in July. This my brothers is one of greatest honors
we have.
My hope for each of you my brothers, is that you take this time to
recharge your batteries, spend some much needed time with

June 3 is our regular meeting but it will also be Family Night. So
bring your family with you to Lodge and have fun. We will be
having a special for the Fellow Craft Degree on Monday, June
nd
22 where we will be opening and closing the Lodge in Fellow
Craft. On Saturday June 27th will be our 4th Annual Chicken
BBQ. This is a fundraising activity that was used many years
ago by the brothers when they were building Lafayette Temple.
Lafayette Lodge will continue to be busy during the summer
th
months even as we go to recess. On July 4 we gather together
th
on our front lawn to watch the Arnold Mills 4 of July Parade. We
also have the pleasure of watching our brothers march, that are
nd
part of Battery B Civil War Re-enactors. August 22 will be our
rd
3 Annual Cigar Smoker.
Finally brothers if you have not been in Lodge for whatever
reason please come and join us. Many brothers do attend but
there are a number whose faces we miss. It is easy to stop
coming and it is even harder to come back. If there is anything
we can do to assist you in coming back please let the Master or
the Wardens know.

_______________________________________________________________

Daylight Lodge No. 48
By: Brother, Jason Greene, PM
Greetings From Daylight,
We have just received an invitation to attend the Entered
Apprentice Degree at Garibaldi Lodge in NYC. The degree will
th
take place on Friday, November 6 . In accordance with what we
have done in the past, Daylight Lodge will be holding a bus trip to
attend the degree. The cost per person will be the same as last
May, which was $60 per person and includes your lunch, drinks,
and other goodies on the trip down to the city. Once we arrive
there will be a tour of the Grand Lodge building which is where
the degree is conferred. Many lodges meet in this beautiful
building and is a wonder to behold. We will have our usual
pickup places, which are the park and ride off exit 7 and exit 3
from I-95. The departure from exit 7 will be at 10:00 AM, and exit
3 at 10:30 AM.
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Freemasons from the Revolutionary War. The Kwanzan
cherry tree was chosen to honor General and President George
Washington and General Nathanial Greene, a notable Rhode
Islander also deserves a place of honor at Trestle Park. Often
toted as General Washington’s right hand man, the Greene
Homestead and foundry is located directly across the Pawtuxet
River from Trestle Park. These locations are important historical
sites which we should try to preserve for present and future
Rhode Islanders.

If you have never seen this degree, the entire degree is
preformed in Italian and is amazing to witness. Don't miss out on
this opportunity, it is by invitation only and there is no guarantee
we will be invited in the future. Seats will go quickly and your
reservations can be made with Elliott Greene at 401- 828-4780.
Reservations and monies are due by October 1st. Make yours
today!

Manchester Lodge No. 12
“Adopt-A-Spot”
By: Brother, Roy Pruett, Master
As a lifelong resident of Coventry, I have always wanted to
participate in the Adopt-A-Spot program here in town, but wasn’t
sure how to proceed. I would like to thank Guy Lefebvre, Director
of Coventry Parks and Recreation for his guidance. Guy
suggested Trestle Park because of its proximity to Manchester
Lodge. Trestle Park is a nice fishing area located on Route 117
and is frequented by many from Coventry and West Warwick.

Providence Council No. 1 Royal and Select Masters
attend Triangular Visitation
for the 84th Year
By: Companion, Thomas R. Yeaw, P.T.I.M.
On April 30, 2015 members of Providence Council No. 1
attended the Triangular Visitation to Norwood Council, Norwood,
MA. Providence was represented by ten of its members plus the
Grand Master of the Grand Council and his escort. The
Triangular Visitations are conducted every year by three
Councils; Providence, Norwood and Attleboro. The first one on a
yearly basis is held at the Norwood Council in the spring followed
by Attleboro and then Providence in October of each year. The
th
visitation this year was the 84 year that this Triangular event
has taken place and the visit to Providence in October will be the
th
250 visit.

The site needed much cleaning. With the support of my Lodge
Brothers, we proceeded to clean the site. As a group, we spent
many hours picking up trash, pruning and raking. Now, the
location is clean, more inviting and pleasant in appearance. On
Arbor Day, April 25th, we planted a tree to honor two great fellow
(continued on page 18)
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The program for the visit to Hyde Park Council included the
Triangular exchange between the three Thrice Illustrious Masters
which is done at all the visitations. The evening began with a
great dinner in the dining hall followed by the program which
included a lecture by the Thrice Illustrious Master of Norwood.
The Council was closed and refreshments were served. A great
evening was enjoyed by all in attendance and we are looking
forward to the visitation coming up soon in Attleboro, MA.
The Triangular visit to Providence in October will include the
th
usual Triangular Exchange between the three TIMs for the 250
time, plus the Council will be exemplifying their final degree for
the year, which is the Super Excellent Master.

International Police Square Club
Rhode Island Chapter
Annual Pawtucket Red Sox Game
Friday, June 26, 2015
Tickets: $12.00 per person
Tickets are limited.
This event is open to family & friends. If you would like
to go please contact: M∴W∴Bradford Barco,
401-487-4336 or blb1134@yahoo.com

________________________________________________________________

Thank You and Reflection on the Year
By: M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III, PGM

One year ago I stood before Grand Lodge with a vision that I
hoped would move the Craft slowly toward a new way of looking
at things. Over the course of the year, I presented those ideas,
on investigation, on communications, on lodge programming, and
of course, on the initiatic experience as a whole, as a way to
better engage our existing and new members. Those topics, I
believe will continue to be talked about, not just in this
jurisdiction, but in most corners of Freemasonry for years to
come.
I have always been very proud of Rhode Island Freemasonry,
primarily because I look at myself as a traditionalist. I believe our
ritual has remained fairly unchanged from the original rituals
written down hundreds of years ago. I also have a belief that we
need to focus on our strengths and our ceremonies and the
brotherhood and fellowship that results from our experience, as it
gives us a distinct edge over other organizations. During the
course of my travels this year, I was pleased to see that our
fellowship and brotherhood are very strong. Ron and I were
happy to interact with all of you in your lodges and your
concordant bodies and many of the programs we were able to
see, were both educational and informative, and the social time
was equally enjoyable.
There really is no way to be totally prepared to step in as Grand
Master. I can equate it best to drinking from a fire hose.
Everything hits you at once, and most of the things are good,
many are for information and still others are actionable items you
need to address. Very quickly you find the way to maneuver and
catalogue everything in order to get things done timely. This year,
we had a very robust schedule of things that we wanted to do
and it was necessary to get the works rolling on those right away
and sort the rest out as it came.
We accomplished a lot of great things together. We re-shot and
produced a new and exciting version of “The Next Great Mason,”
we had the very first outdoor Grand Master’s Official Visitation,
we enjoyed a tour of fortifications and encampments all
throughout the state, and we enjoyed one of the most successful
Fall Festivals in years. Together, we reinvented the Grand Lodge
Picnic and had a beautiful afternoon everyone could enjoy. We
constituted the first new lodge in fifty years, COLLEGIVM
LVMINOSVM which is our new Lodge of Research. We were
one of the last jurisdictions to have one and now we should be
proud that we do. The interest in Masonic Education beyond the
mandatory forums has been pushing lodge programming for
some time now, and during the year the COLLEGIVM
LVMINOSVM spent Under Dispensation, the membership
quadrupled, from nine to forty members.
The programs for my visitations this year were outstanding also.
We had everything from the explanation of the outdoor lodge built
by Charity Lodge, to the explanation of Angels and Demons and
the sites around Rome, featured in the book by Dan Brown. We
also had a home brewing demonstration with a tasting, a tactical
firearms expert, and a coffee brewing presentation with a tasting.
The visitation to my ‘other’ lodge, St. Johns No.1 Providence,
presented one of the many noted authors to grace our State with
a great presentation on his book Revolutionary Brotherhood. My
year was capped off by the Visitation to my Mother Lodge, Roger
Williams No. 32, which was a very moving night as it was
seventeen years to the day that I began my Grand Lodge
service. The program that evening was on ‘Jack Daniels’, one of
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my favorite spirits and many of the interesting stories from the
brand along with a tasting.
One of the most special nights for me this year, was the
Testimonial presented in my honor. When I saw all the people,
and the wonderful gifts I received, (including Jack Daniels and
Johnny Walker) I joked that it was too many people for an
intervention, but I might need one after I get out of office. It was
a very moving night, to see that many people come out to have a
good time and enjoy Masonry and Fraternal ties.
We have had an outstanding time with our youth groups this
year. I was so happy to have had the opportunity to work with
two wonderful young people, Miss Erin Flynn, our Grand Worthy
Advisor and now Brother Justin Cargill, our State Master
Councilor. These two people serve as fine examples of how
wonderful our youth groups are at strengthening the core of our
society, one young man or woman at a time, and give us great
hope in our future, far better than what we perceive in modern
culture and the media.
In closing, I need to thank everyone who made this year special,
and especially my wife Diane, for all the support over the last
seventeen years, and my parents for their love and support and
guidance throughout the trip. Special note to the Grand
Secretary, who in addition to being my father, also performed his
duties with the usual professionalism, expected of the office, and
his office staff are always willing to go above and beyond. To my
Grand Council, I cannot thank you enough for all your feedback
and counsel during the year, no matter what the issue at hand,
and that thanks also extends to my District Deputies and their
teams as well, for representing me and our Grand Lodge in an
exemplary fashion. In fact, I am extremely proud of all the Grand
Lodge officers for the work and support they have done this year
as well. Of course, I need to thank the best Grand Marshal a
Grand Master could want, my friend and confidant,
R∴W∴Brother Ron Reed, and I am sure there are very few
brothers who would have put up with all that he has over the past
nine years.
Brethren, my final thanks are to you. You have propelled me to
test my limits and beyond, and to carry the love and excitement I
have for Freemasonry to you on an individual basis whenever
possible. I felt that if this is our Grand Lodge, I am your Grand
Master and whether it was a lodge visit, a social time or just a
quick drop in for a Selfie, it was my responsibility to bring the
office to you. I hope that I have done that and I hope that I have
succeeded in helping as many people as possible to have as
good a time as I have in the Craft this year. God Bless our
Country, the brave men and women who protect it, and the
greatest Fraternity the world has ever seen.……..Thank you.
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