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While it is disappointing to not get out to some of these
jurisdictions, we almost always have something going on here as
well. I still feel my primary responsibility is to you, the members
here at home, and I have tried on every occasion to attend, if
possible, any Rhode Island invitation. Sometimes that means
trying to be in two or more places at once and sometimes
appearances are cut short to get to another. In many cases the
decision comes down to when the invite came in, and all are
carefully considered. As I tend to have a great time every time I
am with my brethren, I am humbled and flattered that you want
me to be with you, and I want to be as available as possible,
even if it means trying to be in two places at once.

Brother Wyman P. Hallstrom, III
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Greetings Brethren,
Traditionally the Grand Master’s report to the Grand Lodge on
the status of the Craft during the first half of the term is reprinted
in the next issue of the RI Freemason, a month or so later, but
because of the restructuring of the publication schedule, we can
now have it to you in a matter of weeks. I have taken the main
points of my report and submitted them here in case you missed
the session. It is broken down into several categories as it was in
the report, so you can consider it several mini articles. Enjoy.
The first half of this Masonic year has been busy to say the least.
Considering that this time frame encompasses the summer
months, which tend to be generally quiet, it sometimes amazes
me how much we have accomplished in such a short period.
Northeast Conference of Grand Masters, Deputy Grand
Masters and Grand Secretaries
In July, R∴W∴Raymond Hassell, DGM, M∴W∴,Wyman
Hallstrom, Jr., PGM and Grand Secretary and I, attended the
Northeast Conference held in Washington, DC. The format for
this year’s conference was similar in nature to the prior year in
that it was a discussion round table, with the Grand Masters
sitting around the table and the Deputies and Secretaries in the
audience. There were several topics for long form discussion and
then a few ‘speed rounds’ where the segment time was used on
several topics. While every Grand Jurisdiction is sovereign to
itself, many great ideas come from these brainstorming sessions.
Topics ranging from methods of communication to reach
prospects and members of all generations, to the several
motorcycle clubs that have been created nationally, were
discussed. We have similarities in many areas and differences in
others and by sharing we are sometimes able to better
understand our situations from an outsiders’ viewpoint.

Summer Activities
We had a very busy and productive summer schedule this year,
especially in a time when normally very little official business is
done. The Grand Lodge Picnic, under the direction of the Junior
th
Grand Warden, was held on August 10 , and was a HUGE
success. This year we opted to go with a catered barbeque menu
in order that all the brethren could eat together with their families
and no one would have to work all day. We subsidized the cost a
little bit to keep it affordable to those with children, and even with
the increase in price, we had a crowd as big as ever. Special
thanks also must go to Harmony Lodge for preparing the
children’s meals, and to the several brothers who manned the
bouncy houses for the children to run through, as well as to the
Rainbow Girls for coming down to paint faces.
On July 26th, I had my first Official Visitation to the Southern
District at Charity Lodge. This was held outdoors in their new
outdoor lodge room behind the building. To anyone’s best
recollection, there has never been an outdoor Grand Master’s
Visitation held outdoors, so we broke some new ground, changed
a few protocols, and made a little history. Following the
visitation, a great barbeque dinner prepared by the Worshipful
Master was enjoyed by all. At the end of the summer, we held
our second Official Visitation to the Northern District, at Mt.
Moriah Lodge. As this was the first week of September, it is
sometimes hard to get everyone back into rhythm, but apparently
everyone was looking forward to getting to a meeting, as we had
a capacity crowd on the Grand Master’s suite alone. Following
the entrance of the suite, many brothers were excused so that we
would not run afoul of fire and structural codes.
(continued on page 5)
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Travel and Representation
I have been fortunate to represent you at several opportunities
both in and out of the state. A full listing of these travels will be
included in the proceedings at the end of this year. I have
enjoyed the interactions with many friends and brothers that I
have met outside the jurisdiction, from Quebec to North Carolina
and many places in between. Because of restrictions placed on
me by work schedules and substitutes, I have not been able to
travel as much as some have. In many cases, I have sent the
Deputy Grand Master in my place, and in others, I have offered
regrets.
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COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM
Masonic Lodge of Research

discuss, reach a final design, and adopt a “Coat of Arms” that will
serve as our shield/logo. Our deep appreciation to Vice
Chancellor, Lavery for his efforts in trying to elevate our
knowledge in this area. Become a member and don’t miss out
on this once in a lifetime opportunity.

The COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM held its first meeting on Monday,
September 29, 2014 at Lafayette Lodge No. 47 in Cumberland,
RI. It was well attended with over 40 brothers in attendance.
Below is a list of the officers for the ensuing year.

After completing the business, we gathered in the lower level for
some refreshment and desserts. Interest and excitement were
so high that we had to be given a “Last Call” so the building could
be closed.

First Officer List
Chancellor
Vice Chancellor:
Pro Vice Chancellor
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Chaplain:
Senior Deacon:
Junior Deacon:
Senior Steward:
Junior Steward:
Bedel /Marshall:
Tyler:

Many Brothers have expressed an interest in joining our Lodge
and for those Brethren; the application is now available on the
Grand Lodge website under the menu “Lodges”. At the bottom of
the introductory page will be a link to the application. Fill out the
application and remit it with a photocopy of your current dues
card and a check for $100.00 made out to Grand Lodge of Rhode
Island. If, in the time remaining from our “Letter of Dispensation”
to the presentation of our “Charter”, you wish to be a “Charter
Member” there is an additional fee of $150.00 that will be
deposited into our operating account for upstart expenses.
However, if a Brother is so inclined to be a Charter Member but
needs time to pay the additional monies, he will have until the
presentation of the Charter to remit the fee. Charter Membership
is a limited time opportunity.

By: R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, Chancellor

Peter Iacobucci
David Craig Lavery
Michael Raymond Northup
Christopher J. Hallstrom
Marcus Channell
Andre L. Gregoire
Andrew Cray Daigle
Richard F. Lynch
Jason Jacob Rainone
Jeffrey Allen Desmarais
Richard L. Ault
Roy Forrest Pruett

After opening the lodge in Rhode Island Ritual, the COLLEGIVM
LVMINOSVM had the opportunity to read and vote on
membership applications. As a result, the Lodge admitted
thirteen new members. It was a privilege to vote and welcome
the first batch of applicants as members. This doubled our
membership in the first meeting! We sincerely hope to continue
our growth, as it will provide a diversity of knowledge and
opinions that will heighten the academic atmosphere and provide
interesting topics for presentation and discussion.
“Share
knowledge and gain Light.”

For those who are not quite sure about joining, we invite you to
visit the Lodge and get glimpse as to what we are all about prior
to making the commitment. We are confident that once you
attend, you will be motivated to become a part of this new and
exciting lodge of research.
Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 30th at St
John’s Lodge No.1, Eureka Temple, Portsmouth, RI at 6:30 PM.
This meeting will highlight the presentation of the first research
paper and hopefully more applicant applications. If you intend on
joining, please be sure to submit them immediately so we can
post the names in our December communication prior to the next
meeting.
From all the Officers of COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM we hope to
see you there.

Implications of THE LOST WORD
or is it “THE HOLY GRAIL”
of our Masonic Craft
By: Brother, Robert V. Kalian, P.M.

As a thank you for his efforts in spearheading and supporting the
formation of the research lodge and giving us a “Letter of
Dispensation to Work”, the officers gathered in the East and
presented M∴W∴Russell R. Davis, Sr., PGM with his “Honorary
Charter Membership”. Since no new lodge has been formed in
many years, M∴W∴Davis’s input and direction was invaluable
and made the process smooth and successful.
Following the presentation, our Vice Chancellor, David Lavery
gave an informative presentation on Heraldry. The purpose of
this presentation was to inform the brethren of the history and
process involved in designing a “Coat of Arms”. This is
especially important as we endeavor to create one for the
COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM. Several concepts with various
elements and colors will be presented to the membership to

(Part I)

Disclaimer: in this paper I am not presenting anything that has
not been already published, printed, and publicly available, in
some cases for decades by previous Masonic scholars. I am not
wildly speculating in my interpretation of everything that I have
researched. All I am doing is presenting what is come before me
trying to assemble it all together and returning with a more
modern interpretation. Taking this path I very strongly believe
that I may open a greater depth and appreciation and of course a
more comprehensive view of the subject matter, from the many
angles that are possible for us in study of our fraternity and Craft.
When I first began the research on the subject matter of this
paper I kept reviewing in my mind as to why I would write a paper
of which the material has already had many thousands of words
printed concerning and explaining it. But I found as I inquired
deeper and deeper into the material of the Lost Word the
psychological implications became outstanding.
(continued on page 8)
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The Return of Hope Lodge’s
Missing Jewels
By: Brother, Thomas Clune, Master
This is a true story about lost treasure and the true meaning of
Brotherhood.
Hope Lodge No. 25 was founded in 1867 and has its share of
history on the walls, shelves and drawers of the Lodge. As
Worshipful Master, I am fascinated with the history of the Lodge
and the local names that are still around town. Little did I know
that I would be faced with a real life treasure hunt.
Throughout the years, Hope Lodge, along with many lodges
across the jurisdiction have distributed Past Master Jewels as
well as 50-year medals to our members. Going back to the late
1800’s, Hope Lodge has honored their Past Masters with a
beautiful gold jewel to wear on the breast pocket. It is unknown
how many jewels have been distributed as these jewels often go
missing after the death of the Past Master.
Over the Summer, Hope Lodge received an email from the
Grand Lodge via Brother, Jim Grundy. Brother Grundy was
viewing the online auction listing for the Rhode Island General
Treasurer and noticed two lots that contained Masonic jewels
from Hope Lodge. This wasn’t just one or two jewels, this was a
10 Past Master jewels, a ring, a collection of 50-year medals and
other Masonic regalia. When I received the news, my heart sunk
and I couldn’t let the jewels get away. I didn’t know what to do or
who to turn to. With only a few days remaining before the
auction, I contacted a good friend, Brother Andrew Giovannini,
Master of St. Albans Lodge. Brother Giovannini is a lawyer and
quickly put a stop to the auction so we could figure out where the
jewels came from and how we could get them back. After
multiple telephone calls (while he was on vacation) to the
General Treasurer’s Office, Brother Giovannini secured the
jewels and they are now back where they belong at Hope Lodge.
Brother Giovannini restored my faith in the system and lawyers in
general!

It turns out that Hope Lodge unknowingly placed these jewels in
a safety deposit box at a local bank a long time ago. The bank
changed hands a few times, we never received any type of bill or
notifications and the jewels made their way to the General
Treasure auction as in the case of unclaimed property.
A big thank you to the diligence of Brother Jim Grundy and the
relentlessness of Brother Andrew Gionvannini to bring these
jewels back home to Hope Lodge. I am amazed at the
selflessness these brothers displayed and this act continuously
reminds me why I became a Mason.

Assorted Recovered Medals and Jewels

______________________________________________________________
(continued from Page 2, Grand Master’s Message)

Public Relations
This year our Jurisdiction did not
participate in the regional Open House
as a statewide function, with the caveat
that any lodges that wished to hold an
Open House could, on their own. As a
statewide initiative, we tried a new
program of community sponsorship.
Many lodges have offered new and
innovative ways to get our name and
brand out into the community. With
financial guidance from the Executive
Committee, we have reimbursed lodge
investments for several projects from
parades to youth teams, and hopefully
new and innovative opportunities will
continue to be discovered.
We also embarked on a project to redo
our promotional video, “The Next Great
Mason.” The previous version was shot
before the age of High Definition
Television, and was looking very dated.
The new version uses the latest
technology and graphics, and also
changes the theme slightly. It now has
a feel that focuses on Rhode Island,
what we stand for, what we represent,
and the pride we have in our
Freemasonry and our history. We are
waiting for the discs to become available
and will be premiering the program in
the near future.
Another promotional program we have
seen change is the RI Freemason
magazine, which as I mentioned, will
now come out more in-sync with the
Grand Lodge calendar, so that future
addresses at the Annual and SemiAnnual Communications will get to you
sooner. My thanks to the Editor and his
staff for their help in getting this change
accomplished.
What is still missing
however is consistent, lodge generated
content. If you ever wonder why your
sidelines are not living up to your
expectations for the programs you
provide, then look no further than how
well your events are promoted in the RI
Freemason. This publication has to sit
and maintain relevance for two months
and the articles should be dynamic
enough to capture attention. Every good
program takes months to plan so
articles should not be a problem to plan
as well. Please be aware that I will be
encouraging the District Deputies to
check in with our less prolific writers to
push for articles from their lodges.
Charities
With the guidance of the Board of
Managers for Grand Lodge Charities,
we were responsible for over $250,000
in scholarships. Even with this large

amount, several qualified applicants
were turned away. In order to better
address the needs of students, both
individually in regards to the size of the
scholarships awarded and to be able to
help more children, the budget to be
proposed will include an increase in the
overall total. This program greatly
benefits the youth of Rhode Island and
our own in particular, so I am sure that
this change will make you as proud of
the efforts as I am. The Child Identification Program also continues to be a
great success, but as is usually the
case, we are always in need of more
manpower. We have made many
improvements over the years to allow
for more venues, even getting a
generator to accommodate outdoor
events, but we can only do what we
have personnel for, and in some cases
we have to make tough choices. This is
one of our most visible outreach
programs, but it is not our only reason
for being. The Junior Grand Warden is
keenly aware that as much as we would
like to be everywhere, we also have to
be mindful of the human factor, as well
as the limitations of the equipment.
Lastly, the Robert Allen Medical
Equipment Distribution Center continues
to excel in their new location. Requests
and donations continually come in and
go out, thanks to a very dedicated crew
of brothers. If you have Fridays off, stop
in and see the operation and if you can,
consider getting involved.
Youth Committee and Activities
Among the many chances I have had to
represent you, some of the most
enjoyable times have been with our
Rainbow Girls and DeMolay Boys. I was
pleased to bring greetings at the
Rainbow
Grand
Assembly
and
Installation as well as Grand Officer’s
Day and Reception. I was also pleased
th
to represent you at the 90 Anniversary
of Fidelity DeMolay chapter and the
Legion of Honor Investiture as well as
the installation of our new State Master
Councilor. It is great to see Rainbow
continuing to flourish and for DeMolay to
continue to grow. Last month our
DeMolay Executive Officer, Brother
Michael Lawson announced that we will
soon have a Squire Program for boys
under 12 and an Honorary Chapter for
Master Masons who never had the
opportunity to join DeMolay as a boy.
On a particularly personal note, I was
confident that with hard work, dedication
of many brothers, and our DeMolay
leadership, that we would be able to
launch another DeMolay Chapter this
year. What I never expected was that
the next DeMolay Chapter would be the
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resurrection of the chapter I belonged
to, Pawtucket. My heartfelt thanks to the
members of Jenks Lodge, for standing
up and making the commitment to the
young men of Pawtucket and the
surrounding area, and taking DeMolay
to another level. My thanks also, to our
Youth Committee and those who work
with them to benefit these great young
men and women with great activities like
the Halloween Hayride and the StarGazing Night, as well as many new
activities. We have our work cut out for
us with getting boys into 3 chapters, but
good news and enthusiasm travels fast.
A strong Rainbow and a strong DeMolay
work together and enhance each other’s
events and programs. We will continue
to talk about DeMolay and Rainbow,
keep them in the forefront, and watch
them grow as we get more used to
including them in our Masonic Family.
Masonic Education
Under the direction of our Masonic
Education
Director,
R∴W∴Paul
Kokowlski, we have continued to further
educate our lodge officers and those
brothers who would aspire to be
Worshipful Master. There has been a
new section of the Wardens Workshop
added to address the area of Masonic
assistance, both at the lodge level and
the Grand Lodge level. It may have not
come at a more opportune time. There
seems to be a sentiment among some
brethren as to what degree a brother
has to be to be qualified for assistance
and how desperate his needs to make
us react. It is my opinion that if you are
a Mason upon receiving your Entered
Apprentice obligation, then you are
entitled to assistance. A brother also
should not have to wait until he is out on
the street before his brothers help him
out. My brothers, we all vow to help
each other within the length of our cable
tow, and many times adversity comes at
the least opportune moment, so let us
all put ourselves back to a time when we
were poor and penniless and remember
our true purpose to one another. Get
involved in your lodge’s charity
committee and make sure they function
for the betterment of the Craft.
Library and Museum
By request of our Museum curator,
R∴W∴Richard Lynch, and with the
blessing and backing of the Executive
Committee, we have begun the process
of preserving several of our defunct
Lodge Charters.
(continued on page 6)
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Many of these documents are over a
hundred years old and keeping them in
a drawer or a metal cylinder is slowly
destroying them. The conservator that
is handling this restoration is worldrenowned and has provided detailed
steps they will take to preserve these
valuable artifacts of our past for
generations to come. Right Worshipful
Lynch, continues to bring our library and
our artifacts out of storage and on
display, so that all the brothers of this
great jurisdiction can view and enjoy the
many great items and books in our
collection, whether it is in the library
itself or in the various display cases
around the building.
In Conclusion
It has been an incredibly busy six
months, and I could not envision having
nearly as good a time as I have had, if it
were not for the friendship and support
of my Grand Marshal, R∴W∴Ronald P.
Reed. Ron, our daily chats as friends
and brothers above and beyond the
various discussions regarding the Craft,
are such a huge part of my day. I marvel
at how your enthusiasm builds around
the different events we are getting to go
to, and that energy helps focus my
energy as well. It constantly reminds me
that if we are having fun, and honestly
project that, everyone else will have fun
also.
I would be remiss if I did not take this
opportunity to thank the staff of our
Grand Lodge office. During a recent
opportunity to spend some time in the
office, it was evident that Maria,
Barbara, and Marcee, provide our
Jurisdiction with a warm and friendly
atmosphere as they perform their daily
work. The sense of ease that brothers
get when they come into our Grand
Lodge office is so important, it affects
every interaction and the way that every
concern needs to be addressed. That
inviting and comfortable environment is
encouraged by our Right Worshipful
Grand
Secretary,
M∴W∴Wyman
Hallstrom, Jr. As my capacity to spend
time in the office during normal hours is
constricted by my daily work schedule,
your attention to detail, and ability to
keep me informed of everything going
on in my absence, is indispensable. I
never have to worry that I may have
overlooked something, because you can
anticipate the routine. Additionally, your
insight and council have helped me
immeasurably, to see all aspects and
potential consequences of an issue
whichever way I may decide.

_________________________________________________________________
Finally, my brothers, as the holiday
season is fast approaching, I wish for
each and every one of you and your
families, the very best the holidays have
to offer. I hope that you will take some
time to pause and appreciate all the
blessings of this life and to reflect on
where you are in your life, what
improvements you may make, and how
you can best serve your fellow man.
Go out and be the very best
Freemasons you can be, and be true to
your Craft. May the blessings of God be
with each of you, with the brave men
and women of our Armed Forces, and
with Freemasonry. Thank you……..

From the 10 K By The Bay
Thank You Brethren!
By: R∴W∴Stephen T. McGuire,
Senior Grand Warden

In the last edition of the RI Freemason
we requested help from “volunteers and
participants”. That’s a pretty simple
request and we were hoping to get help.
Well let us tell you, we received more
help than we could have imagined!
We received financial assistance from
14 Masonic lodges and organizations
with Masonic affiliation. For that we are
extremely grateful. Your donations
allowed this event to be profitable and
be able to make a contribution to an
extremely worthwhile cause. We’re sure
all would agree – every child should be
helped to read to the best of their ability.
In addition, we had physical assistance
from Scottish Rite Masons, York Rite
Masons, Shriners and Blue Lodge
Brethren. We realize, like us, many of
our volunteers wear all or several of
these hats. No one seemed to care
about representing anything or anyone.
We had approximately 100 individuals
volunteer to help us. We had Girl Scouts
and DeMolay Boys working water
stations and they helped beyond our
expectations. Many thanks to all of
them!
As we originally stated, the number of
volunteers was overwhelming. Again,
many brothers came to help. As
impressive as that is, the number of
Masonic Ladies who came to help is
even more impressive. It’s incredible
and laudable to say “I will be there”. To
be able to say, “My wife and I will be
there” speaks volumes for you and your
family, Brothers. We wish we could say
who volunteered and who did what but
there isn’t the room in this publication
and I’d be afraid to omit someone.
Further, it’s doubtful these folks care
about receiving recognition for their
service.

Just to try and list the jobs that we
accomplished; we had over 35 people
at street corners on the 10K & 5K
courses, walk registration, 5K run
registration, 10K run registration &
timers for both runs. Five water stations
on the street to keep all runners
hydrated. We had starters, folks at the
finish line and people to hand a cold
water bottle to every finisher. We had
people to register every walker and
runner, folks to hand out t-shirts to every
walker & runner. We had people who
grilled and served hamburgers &
hotdogs to every runner & volunteer in
attendance. When all was said and
done, every runner who spoke thanked
us for a wonderful day and said they’d
tell all their friends what a great run this
is. All of them commented about how
friendly and helpful all the volunteers
were. Your assistance is greatly
appreciated and whether you helped
this year or not, your assistance in the
future is appreciated.
Sincerely,
Maureen & Steve McGuire

International
Order of
Rainbow
for Girls
To The Rhode Island Masonic Family,
In November, Rhode Island Rainbow
celebrated "Masonic Appreciation Month."
This was a time for our girls to reach out to
the lodges that sponsor and support us
and show our gratitude for all of the work
and time you donate towards bettering our
Masonic youth. We are all so grateful for
the members of the lodge that have
become active members of our advisory
boards, DeMolay dads, and more
importantly Rainbow supporters. We could
not do what we do without your moral
support and financial assistance. So, from
the bottom of all of our hearts. Thank you
for being there for us.
We are so excited to have Mr. Hallstrom,
as our Grand Master because he is truly
filling the big shoes that PGM, Mr. Davis
left for him to fill in regards to supporting
the Masonic family. He hasn't missed a
single event that we have invited him to,
and he is constantly lifting us up and
encouraging us to do our best. That type
of support cannot be bought.
We look forward to continuing to
strengthen the bridge that binds our
beautiful orders and thank you all for your
continued support.
In Rainbow Love,
Erin Flynn
Grand Worthy Advisor
(continued on page 7)
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Rhode Island
Grand Assembly IORG
By: Lynn D. Gebler
Supreme Inspector
We are very excited that Rainbow is
growing.
One Assembly has three
applications in hand and another
coming. Another has two in hand. Way
to go girls! December will be a busy
month for us with caroling at Ethan
Place on the 20th, a possible initiation by
th
the Grand Officers on the 27 (if
needed), and the Youth Committee
th
Holiday party on the 28 as well as all of
our local activities.
We had a great time at the Halloween
hayride and party sponsored by the
Youth Committee and truly appreciate
your efforts. There were at least 114 in
attendance. That is the most that we
have ever had. Thank you all for your
support.
We are still selling gift cards. We receive
a percentage of each card ordered, if
you order a $100 card you pay $100.
Remember that the holidays are coming
and we would love your support. Please
contact Mrs. Donna Fox, GEC, at
401-738-9222 for more information and
to send checks. We will be placing at
least one order a month between now
and Christmas. You may see the list of
cards on the scrips.com web site.
January 31st and February 1st will be our
Leadership Conference. This year we
will be focusing on nutrition, body
image, and some financial information. It
will be at Westerly Assembly beginning
at 1:00 PM. February 7th will be another
big day for us when our Grand Faith,
Morgan Grace, and her committee will
produce the Farmer’s Ball to benefit the
Scholarship Fund. It will be at Grand
Lodge with dinner at 6:00 PM and
dancing 7:00-10:00 PM. Tickets are only
$15.00. Dinner will be chicken,
vegetables,
potato,
dessert,
and
beverages. Tickets need to be
preordered through Miss Grace or her
Advisor,
Kristen
Lawson,
GEC,
401-556-8986, 70 Grassmere Street,
Warwick, RI 02889. All reservations
must be paid for. This should be an
exciting, fun-filled night and we hope
many of you will be able to join us and
bring your friends, especially teenagers.
It is not too early to start thinking about
attending our 75th Grand Assembly, July
17-19, 2015 at the Crowne Plaza. It is
th
also the 90 anniversary of Rainbow in
th
Rhode Island and the 20 anniversary
of our meeting at the Crowne Plaza.

Information will soon be on our web site,
www.rirainbowgirls.org.
A last thank you goes to Jenks Lodge
for accepting sponsorship of Pawtucket
Assembly No. 3 and sending the paper
work for this in to Supreme Assembly.

Grand Lodge
Youth Committee

Holiday Party
Sunday, December 28, 2014
2:00 – 4:00 PM
Scottish Rite Masonic Center
Refreshments - Kar-e-oke – Games
Yankee Swap with $5:00 limit.
Come and join the FUN. Bring your
children
and
young
friends,
especially those of DeMolay and
Rainbow age. Representatives of
both organizations will be there to
speak to non-members about what
they have to offer.

Rhode Island
DeMolay
By: Michael Lawson
Executive Officer
Progress in Rhode Island DeMolay
DeMolay International is an organization
for young men between the ages of
12-21 that has a vision of One DeMolay.
On September 14, 2014, Rhode Island
DeMolay embraced this vision by
installing Justin Cargill as their newest
State Master Councilor.
So far, the State Master Councilor has
developed the vision of One DeMolay by
unifying DeMolay in Rhode Island. He
has taken two chapters that meet on
separate meeting nights and has had
them temporarily meeting together. This
has been to reinforce the bonds of
brotherhood and the general principles
of the Order.
Rhode Island DeMolay has two chapters
sponsored by Masonic lodges in
Cranston; Fidelity Chapter,sponsored by
Harmony Lodge No. 9 has been in
existence for over 90 years and Gaspee
Chapter which is sponsored by St.
John’s Lodge No. 1P was founded this
past April with the encouragement and
assistance of M∴W∴Russell R. Davis.
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On October 27th, Rhode Island DeMolay
started a third chapter sponsored by
Jenks Lodge No. 24 in Pawtucket. For
those of you who may not know, this is
the same chapter that M∴W∴Wyman
“Chip” Hallstrom was a member of!
This winter, Rhode Island DeMolay will
be starting up Squires of the Round
Table. Squires is a pledge group for the
Order of DeMolay for boys between the
ages of 8 and 12 years old. Its mission
is to allow young men from the ages of 8
through 12 to have the opportunity to
participate in some of the fun activities
with DeMolay, but not to be overwhelmed with the age differences and
ritual
work
that
is
part
of
DeMolay.
Each of you can help Rhode Island
DeMolay succeed. If you know a young
man between the ages of 8 and 21
years old, whether he is a relative or a
family friend, now is the time to get him
involved in DeMolay or Squires. You
can assist the Order by not only getting
a young man involved, but by also
receiving your advisor training, or by
simply attending events. Any manner
that you would be able to contribute
would be greatly appreciated!
You can keep a close eye on the
progress of Rhode Island DeMolay by
liking them on Facebook and by
checking our website, ridemolay.org,
from time to time. If you have any
questions about the Order of DeMolay
or Squires of the Round Table in Rhode
Island, please contact the Executive
Officer, Michael Lawson, via email at
rhodeislanddemolay@gmail.com or by
phone 401-524-1224. You can also
contact the State Master Councilor,
Justin
Cargill,
via
email
at
ridemolaysmc@gmail.com or by phone
at 508-335-6314.

Honorary DeMolay
Membership
Now Enrolling
Have you ever been wanted to become
a member of the Order of DeMolay, but
you missed out on the opportunity as a
youth? Let that be a concern no more!
Rhode Island DeMolay is now accepting
applications for membership in Edward
S. David Honorary Chapter. You will
have the opportunity to kneel at the altar
and take the same obligation that every
DeMolay has before.
Honorary DeMolays are Master Masons
who did not have the opportunity to join
(continued on Page 8)
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(continued from Page 7, Honorary DeMolay)

(continued from Page 3, The Lost Word)

the organization in their youth. Now, understanding the work this
Masonic organization does for young men between the ages of
12-21, they seek to learn more by becoming Honorary DeMolays.

The material in the search for the Lost Word opened a giant
cornucopia of values related to man and his existence and place
on earth. Of the very wonderful secrets we of the Masonic craft
have and hold very dearly within our initiations and one of our
many valued secrets are, “What is the right way for man to live
and act?” Freemasonry is the only one organization that instructs
men how to be in control of their lives. It was created, not to mold
men but to mold the actions of men in order for them to live the
right way in our very complex society.

All non-Senior DeMolay Master Masons are encouraged to
become Honorary DeMolays. Both degrees of DeMolay are
exemplified upon each initiate. Each initiate will then be
presented with a framed certificate identifying them as an
Honorary DeMolay. The cost to each initiate is a single lifetime
payment of $100.00 to Rhode Island DeMolay, with no annual
dues.
If you have any further questions about Edward S. David
Honorary Chapter and its purpose, or would like to obtain an
application for membership, please contact Michael Lawson, the
Executive Officer of Rhode Island DeMolay, via email at
rhodeislanddemolay@gmail.com
or
by
telephone
at
401-524-1224.

Comments from the Deputy Grand Master
By: R∴W∴Raymond E. Hassell, DGM

My brothers, the Semi-Annual Communication certainly has to be
one of the highlights of my Masonic Career and I’m sure that I
can’t possibly express my feelings of gratitude to each and every
one of you for helping to make it happen and especially for being
part of it. I have some time to finish all of the plans for my year as
your Grand Master. Most everything is already complete, there
are still a few appointments and some committees that need a
little TLC but all in all, I’ll be ready to hit the ground running in
May.
Please remember that we have but one Grand Master our
Brother M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom lll (Chip) whom I must say is
a great leader for Masonry in our state as have been many of our
Past Grand Masters. I’m not sure how many of you know, but the
Grand Council works closely together and we all agree to agree
on all new plans, ideas, and or changes that the Grand Lodge
brings forth for the Craft. This way we continue in the same
direction instead of shifting gears and maybe back tracking.
There are many troublesome things that are going on in our
country right now; from shootings in our schools to political
leaders being arrested, to our young people leaving the USA to
fight against us in a foreign land. These things are upsetting but I
wonder if the outcome would be the same if they were Masons,
Rainbow or DeMolay. Not just a card carrying member but
someone that attended meetings and had friends to talk to,
learned some of our lessons and values we place upon them.
The Master of any lodge represents King Solomon, he being our
first and most excellent Grand Master, he also represents the
pillar wisdom as it is presumed that he has the wisdom to rule
and govern the Lodge over which he is appointed to preside. This
has been handed down from time immemorial. King Solomon
prayed for wisdom to rule and govern all of the people of his
Kingdom and for the wisdom to build a magnificent Temple
dedicated to God. Well just like King Solomon (well not quite) I
said a prayer in Church this morning and I asked for the wisdom
to guide our Craft into the future until the next Grand Master is
installed. I’m positive with the help of each and every one of you
we can have another great year.

In our ritual and initiation process of our Craft the inclusion of the
Lost Word is a great Masonic secret and treasure, which not only
embellishes our fraternity but opens a great superhighway of
search and knowledge for each of the members of our Craft. The
power is not only in that which was lost, but the search which
must be ensued and conducted in order for it to be found. The
importance of the Lost Word is directly related to the word itself.
How can something be lost when it does not exist? Is the
Lost Word merely an allegorical configured narrative created in
order to perpetuate a mystery and therefore, why is it so
important in our ritual? The answer must lie in the fact the Lost
Word comes from the shadow of a property greater and more
visible in order to ensure its existence and its importance. The
word, word, enters into our civilization from the first words of the
Bible in Genesis 1 and 2. The power and the excitement of the
Lost Word bases itself upon the importance of the word and
because the word is so important the Lost Word becomes equally
fascinating and powerful in its meaning.
We must recognize the actuality of the great power of opposites.
Each of us are greatly intrigued by the use of complementary or
detrimental opposites which has a profound effect upon our lives.
One must be cognizant of the basic factors controlling the lives of
each of us. The first of which, being birth and the second of
which is death, which, is not really controlled through or by our
personal acts.
“Death, as the conclusion of life which stands inexorably over
each and every one of us, reminding ourselves of the transitory
nature of existence called life”, and is the opposite of life. There
are many of us in the twilight of our existence who feel as though
we have not lived a life favorably sufficient to unlock the doors of
heaven. They sincerely believe that life’s finalization, death being
the ultimate sacrifice they could make, would finally unlock the
doors and grant us a position of grace whereby we may enter the
portals of heaven. We find in a study of both in the civilized and
the barbaric, each had a special relationship with death.
Religious devotees so read death as a final moment of
redemption before eternal life. Yet in the final analysis all the
mysteries associated with life and death the opposites of each
have become unresolvable.
“If we fear death we really fear nothingness.” But why should we
fear nothingness when we no longer exist? Can we really fear
something that is unknown and unknowable. The other fear is
what we have left undone and what we should or could be doing
before death.
Can the power of the word create something from nothing?
In the beginning was the WORD and the word was with God:
all things were made through him and without him anything
made that was made. In him was LIFE and the LIFE was the
LIGHT.
Genesis 1
(to be continued, next issue)

_____________________________________________________________

From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I want to thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue. Unfortunately,
we did not have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate, I have saved the
material for our next issue. As a reminder please submit your material for future issues
before the deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis. As the deadline
approaches there is less and less space available and your material may not be published
if received on or after the deadline date.
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RI Freemason
Deadlines
We are bringing the RI Freemason in
line with the Masonic Calendar of the
Grand Master's year, which runs from
May to May.

A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions;
•
•
•
•
•

Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files
Please no PDF files they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first
serve basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

The issues will be published as follows:
JUNE/JULY
Deadline: May 1st
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Deadline: July 1st
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Deadline: September 1st

Respectfully,
Brother, Richard Lynch
Editor:

R∴W∴Richard F. Lynch

Associate Editors:

M∴W∴Leon C. Knudsen, PGM
W∴Gerald T. Plemmons
Millie T. Hallstrom
Carol R. Plemmons

Editorial Advisor:

M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom Jr. PGM
R∴W∴Grand Secretary

DECEMBER/JANUARY
Deadline: November 1st
FEBRUARY/MARCH
Deadline: January 1st
APRIL/MAY
Deadline: March 1st
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Report from the Masonic Districts
METRO DISTRICT

R∴W∴Glenn S. Carlson, DDGM
Greetings Brethren,
This edition of the RI Freemason will take us into the New Year
so Scott and I wish you all "Season's Greetings and a
happy, healthy and prosperous New Year" and hope you all had
a safe and happy Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas and
Kwanzaa. The holidays are a time for celebrating our religious
beliefs and spending time with family and friends to strengthen
our relationships and create memories to cherish. We hope you
have an abundance of all this during this Holiday Season.
Looking back into October, Scott and I visited with many of the
th
brothers of the District. On October 8 , we took care of a little
Grand Lodge business with the Installation of two brothers at
Redwood Lodge and enjoyed a great Annual Steak Fry. Great
night, great food and as always great fellowship! Scott and I also
made an unannounced visit to Overseas Lodge on October 14th
and witnessed a step-up opening and closing. Not sure why
Grand Lodge officers make the brethren uneasy, but a fine job
was done by all. Could have sworn I heard someone reference
me as the "Emperor of Death", but I am sure they meant that in
the most tender manner! We also witnessed a brother receive
his 60-year service pin, brother Peter Frageorgia, was raised in
1949 with 32 other Masons, what an achievement,
congratulations Brother! W∴Dale Euga was able to obtain a
great speaker for the evening. Commander Doug Peterson, who
gave an eye-opening presentation on what actually goes on in an
operating room in the middle of the war in Afghanistan. He did
not hold back, it was like we were right in the OR, pictures and
all. Great evening enjoyed by all!
On October 15th found us at St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
where we witnessed a great night of Degree work. There were 4
EA candidates from St Johns and one EA candidate from
Manchester Lodge. It was wonderful to witness these five men
receive their First Degree. Just prior to closing the Grand
Master, R∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III, arrived, having
attended an earlier Masonic function in the East Bay. His arrival
was just in time to congratulate the newest Entered Apprentice
brothers.
On October 19th my wife Dawn and I joined the St. Johns officers
and their wives at their Annual Special Ladies Luncheon. A
lovely afternoon was spent with the Special Ladies. Stories were
shared and all in attendance enjoyed the delicious lunch
prepared by the staff at the Shrine Imperial Room. On October
th
24 , our first visitation to the district was at Rising Sun Lodge No.
30. W∴Charles Bradley had R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, JGW as
the evening speaker for the visitation. R∴W∴Peter gave a
presentation on Symbolism, much information to cover in a short
time, but Right Worshipful was able to pull it off. If you get a
chance to see this presentation it is very informative. We had a
good showing on the District Suite and I thank you all for
traveling this evening. Special thanks to W∴Robert E. Sweet for
stepping in at the last minute to be my Grand Master of
Ceremonies that evening.

Metro District lodge officers in attendance at the Visitation

At the time of this writing I can only look forward to the upcoming
events and hope all goes smoothly, which it normally does. The
November District Organizational Meeting was held on
th
November 8 with a nice breakfast provided by Manchester
Lodge. Dates for the upcoming Blue Book and the District
Charity were the topics of discussion. Overseas Lodge No. 40
th
held its Annual Communication on November 11 , Veteran’s
Day. We also attended the Semi-Annual Grand Lodge
th
Communication and Fall Festival on November 15 .
Mark your calendar for December 8th, which is our Grand
Master's visitation to the Metro District at Redwood Lodge No.
35. W∴Saunders has scheduled Mark Hundley to present "How
to Make Better Coffee." Mr. Hundley is the Coffee Director for
Seven Stars Bakery and lead instructor for the Specialty Coffee
Association of America. We hope you can join us, I'm sure we
are not only going to hear about coffee, but will be sampling
some also. January will bring us to the Annual Communication at
Jenks Lodge on January 5th and a Visitation to Redwood Lodge
th
on January 12 . So until next time, continue to hold on tightly to
that Mystic Tie which binds all of us. Scott and I hope to meet
you on the level in our travels. Wishing you and yours every
happiness this Holiday Season and throughout the coming New
Year!

EAST BAY DISTRICT

R∴W∴Kenneth F. Poyton, DDGM
Greetings from the East Bay District,
Michael and I want to wish all, a Merry Christmas and Seasons
Greetings as the Holiday Season is upon is. It is a very
enjoyable time of the year for many. However, it can also be
lonely to many as well. I want to remind you how important it is
for lodges to take care of their Special Ladies and fellow brothers
who may be in need of a visit during the holiday season.
On October 18th, I had the pleasure of installing Brother Brandt
Evans, Worshipful Master of Washington Lodge No. 3, and the
rest of his officers. The enthusiasm in the lodge that evening
was contagious and I am sure a great year is forthcoming. We
were honored to have with us the Most Worshipful Grand Master
that evening who presented W∴Steven Curria his Past Master
Certificate. The year was a full one and I congratulate W∴Curria
on his effort. Congratulations also go out to Brother Christian
Lopez who was awarded the Rookie Award by the Most
Worshipful Grand Master. To learn more about this award, go to
www.rimasons.org.
(continued on page 11)

____________________________________________________________________
(continued from Page 10, East Bay District)

Washington No. 3 like some other lodges I have visited is a
Lodge that makes proper use of their kitchen after a meeting.
We all know that music in our lodge room is an important part of
our ceremonies. As I have been traveling through the districts
these past few years, some lodges unfortunately do not have any
music because they can’t find a person to play the organ. We
know they are out there, but they can only be in one place at a
time. Think about it, there is no reason why we can’t have music
at every one of our meetings. There is a way to do this, as
Washington Lodge No. 3 has proven, and it is rather simple.
They have recorded numerous songs on a smart phone and
simply play the music when required. It is like they have an
orchestra in the Lodge room. We may not have many brothers
who can actually play the organ, but we have numerous brothers
that know how to download music on a smart phone. If you are
wondering how this works, visit Washington Lodge No. 3 and
hear for yourself.
As I look at my schedule for December and January, I am
wondering when I will be home. I can’t remember a busier
stretch than what is before Michael and me. Nevertheless, we
are looking forward to each night.
VISITATIONS
Washington Lodge No. 3

December 9, 2014

LODGE ANNUALS
St. John’s Lodge No.1
Adelphoi Lodge

No.33
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could dismount and form a line to receive the riders. This was
the best part of the ride for me, as it gave them an opportunity to
salute the riders but more importantly for us to salute and thank
them. If you are interested in joining us, send me an email at
kpoyton@pgecu.org and I will add you to the e-mail list.
EDUCATION SECTION
Another excerpt from the “Masters Book” by Dr. Carl H. Claudy is
found in Chapter 3 titled, Duties of a Master. This particular
section deals with “The Absent”.
“The Master of a large Lodge (1,200), with some three hundred
brethren out of town, made it his business to write four letters
during the year to every absent brother. These letters were
individually typed, and all personally signed (this Master was a
work horse!). The response to the first letter was interesting, to
the second encouraging, to the third enthusiastic and to the
fourth amazing. Many brethren said they had never heard from a
Master before. Half a dozen had been considering demitting to
join lodges in their own locations, but changed their minds
because of the touch with the Mother Lodge. Absent members
wrote letters of greeting, of homesickness, of appreciation; one
brother sent a beautiful gavel as a token of thanks for the
brotherly attention. All, apparently, were highly gratified that the
Master had remembered them. The Master quoted briefly from
many letters in his Lodge Bulletins, that all might recall the
absent. One unexpected result of this publication was the
bringing together in large cities of several brethren of this Lodge,
who did not know any fellow Lodge members were in the same
municipality.

NORTHERN DISTRICT

December 15, 2014
January 6, 2015

St. Alban’s Lodge No. 6

January 21, 2015

St. Paul’s Lodge

January 26, 2015

No. 14
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th
The band of brothers did it again! On September 27 , eight
brothers from Rhode Island and I rode in the Wounded Warrier
Soldier Ride. This time we had three new riders with us. I would
like to welcome W∴David Wright from Lafayette Lodge, W∴Skip
Hoffman from Franklin Lodge and R∴W∴Doug Grant from St.
Andrews Lodge. Together we raised over $1,200 which all went
to a very worthy cause. It was a beautiful day for a bicycle ride
(only 30 miles) and the spirit was truly remarkable. The ride was
led out by 29 Wounded Soldiers, who started about 5 minutes
before the rest of the riders. The reason for this was to allow
them to get to a point about 2 miles from the start where they

R∴W∴Gary S. Kaufman, DDGM
It is funny how the Masonic year is perceived. The Grand Lodge
Annual is in May and all the lodges meet in June and most go
dark for the summer. Although the year technically starts in May,
I look at the year really starting in earnest in September. On
th
September 5 , Mt Moriah Lodge hosted the Grand Master’s
visitation to the District. W∴Michael Picard had a program on
firearms that was superb. We held weapons from the ‘good ole’
west to present day semi-automatics. I know that I was
impressed as was the Grand Master. The next day, Mark and I
installed the officers at a Semi-public installation at Friendship
Lodge. The food was great and I enjoyed meeting many of the
officer’s families. I wish W∴Carlo Acquisto and his officers good
luck in the coming year.
October was a busy month for the Northern District. On October
1st, Lafayette Lodge held their Annual Communication. All the
annual business was conducted on this day. The Semi-Public
th
installation was held on October 5 with a great dinner to start.
As this is Mark’s lodge, this day was special. Good Luck to
W∴Robert Drisko and his line officers for a great year. On
October 11th, Mark and I were present at Roger Williams Lodge
along with the Grand Master to present 50-year service medals.
As one brother was not present, arrangements were made for me
to present the medal at home to Brother Hubert Holt.
th
Accompanying me on Wednesday the 15 was the Master and
Secretary of Roger Williams Lodge and M∴W∴Dennis Pothier
and of course my Master of Ceremonies, W∴Mark E. Eddleston.
What a great night that was…telling stories and reminiscing.
Congratulations to all the 50-year recipients.
As I write this message, this evening I will be received into
Friendship Lodge at my official visitation of the District Deputy
Grand Master. The program for the evening was on Veteran’s
(continued on page 12
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(continued from Page 11,Northern District)

Day, by Army Col. Mel Graf. As Veteran’s Day was only days
away, this was a very appropriate program. Other activities for
November included the Annual Communication at Mt. Moriah
th
Lodge held on November 7 . Past Master David Lancaster
assumed the East one more time as the Senior Warden has
moved away for a job opportunity. I looked forward to this
installation as there was some interesting history here.
R∴W∴Bob Ellston and R∴W∴Ron Reed are very close friends
with Brother Lancaster. As such, it was my pleasure to have
both join me in the installation process, the two of them focusing
on installation of the Master and the charges. It was a truly great
night. On November 13th, I held the second District
Organizational Meeting at Lafayette Lodge. This meeting was to
assemble all the dates for 2015-2016, follow up on the District
Charity Event and generally to close the loop on open items.
There are no official visitations in the District in December. Mark
and I will be out and about paying fraternal visits. But from what I
have heard, the lodges are planning Christmas parties and
seasonal charity events. In the spirit of the season, Mark and I
would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very happy
and health holiday season.

CENTRAL DISTRICT

SOUTHERN DISTRICT

R∴W∴Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM
The Journey Has Begun!
With our Masonic year in full swing, Big Blue took to the road and
with the brethren of the Southern District have all four wheels in
gear. Following close behind are the young ladies of Westerly
Rainbow Assembly No. 7, with their new Worthy Advisor,
Amanda Grace in the driver’s seat. The Masonic family is like a
NASCAR team in the South with all parts working in unison in
support of each other.
For our first stop Blue pulled over at Franklin Lodge and the
Rainbow installation. The installation went extremely well and the
girls appear to be well organized and have many plans in place
to have a successful year and were grateful for our support. After
some delicious cookies and pastry, Blue hit the road and it was
time for a cold drink, but we vowed we’d be back.
Oddly, my navigator and GMC, W∴Brad Ripley, wet his finger,
stuck it into the wind and said head North. His directions took us
to Hope Lodge where we were greeted warmly and in exchange
for a cold drink, we installed their line of officers. As it was our
first installation the brethren made it easy on us and it was
gratifying to be a small part of their history.

R∴W∴Robert B. Ellston, DDGM
Happy Holidays from the Brethren of the Central District,
I sit writing this in full knowledge that in just four short days, it will
be ‘All-Hallows-Eve’, shortly thereafter we’ll be celebrating
Veterans Day and then Thanksgiving, where has this autumn
season gone? Keith and I have certainly been very busy here in
the Central District with all of the Lodge Annuals being scheduled
and completed in just over a month and a half time span from the
end of September to the middle of November. What a great way
to start the Masonic Year! Again, congratulations to the Masters,
Wardens and Officers of the respective Lodges, we look forward
to working with you in your “new” stations throughout the rest of
the year. We especially thank you for the courtesies that you
have extended us during our travels within the District to date.
The Central District annual communications having been
completed, we can now focus on the upcoming District
Visitations. December 5th will find us at Manchester Lodge and
st
on January 31 , Ionic Lodge will be hosting the District Visitation.
Both Lodges have promised interesting programs. Keith and I
will be having our Official Visitation to Daylight Lodge on April
13th. Please note that the March 3rd Visitation to Harmony Lodge
th
has been moved to April 17 , due to the Grand Master’s
Visitation to the East Bay on the 3rd of March. Daylight Lodge will
have the honor of hosting the Grand Master’s Official Visitation to
the Central District on Saturday January 17, 2015 at 10:00 AM.
December should prove to be an active month, with the Lodges
holding their respective holiday functions as well as practicing
true charity by reaching out to those less fortunate in the
communities. Remember Brethren, “he who is on the lowest
spoke of fortunes’ wheel maybe entitled to our regard”. Let us
not forget those less fortunate during this festive season, or at
any time throughout the year.
Keith, I, and our families wish you and yours a Happy Hanukkah,
Merry Christmas and a Joyous and Prosperous New Year.

After some light conversation Brad once again said it’s time to go
and within 24 hours, Blue had landed at Charity Lodge. As we
have come to know the brethren there are a good group and it
was surely a great time as we again bartered sustenance for an
installation! The evening was enjoyable with good food and good
fellowship. The new officers lead by a first time Master I believe
will have a very productive year.
Big Blue has now returned home to refuel and will have a rest
before we hit the road for our next installation which will be at
Franklin Lodge in January. In the interim we will be making visits
within the District and attend a Special Ladies Dinner and a
Scholarship dinner.
I urge you all to join with us as we travel and the journey
continues. We wish you and your families a very Happy Holiday
Season.

________________________________________________________________

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
By: Brother, Timothy Culhane
What a great start of St. Johns Lodge’s Masonic Year! During
our September communication we were blessed to hear about
the Children’s Dyslexia Center of Rhode Island. Many of us
know it is there. Many of us know the basic mission of the
center. But few of us know the details; who it serves and how
many, the impact that it has on our community and state.
Jacquelyn Rogers and Ruth Corddry from the Dyslexia Center
answered these questions and then some. Many brothers asked
lucid and important questions about the center, and they were
answered with candid and revealing responses. Undoubtedly, the
majority of the brothers present were amazed and intrigued by
the important work that the Center does and it’s far reaching
effect educating the talented youth in our community who suffer
from the stigma and difficulties resulting from Dyslexia. We were
all reminded that many of us have it or love somebody who does.
September is also a month of recognition and remembrance. We
are reminded of our mortality as well as the depth of love and
affection we have for our brothers when we hear of those who
passed. We are also reminded of the dedication and warmth of
the Craft as we present longevity pins. Congratulations to
Worshipful Gerald Plemmons for receiving his 25-year service
pin. For all his accomplishments, it is hard to believe that he has
been a member of the Craft for only 25 years!
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Washington Lodge No. 3
By: Brother, Robert Sinclair, P.M.
Washington Lodge has had the passing of the Gavel, from one
Master to another with all the usual pomp and circumstance, but
also with a break in our traditional program. The Annual
Communication was held on the second Tuesday of September
as required by our by-laws. But instead of proceeding with our
lengthy installation ceremonies the lodge went into recess.
We were called back to labor again on the following Saturday
evening for a Semi-public Installation. This event was very well
attended with a large turn out of brothers, families and friends.
They witnessed an excellent installation of the officers by
R∴W∴Kenneth F. Poyton and his Grand Master of Ceremonies,
W∴Michael R Northup.
Our immediate Past Master, W∴Steve Curria went out in style to
the well deserved round of applause. Steve had great plans that
came to a sudden halt in July when he had the misfortune to
break his leg going to the assistance of another brother during
the Bristol 4th of July Parade. Every one hopes that he will run
again for the Masters Chair and complete the rest of his program
in the future.
I am proud to tell everyone that Washington Lodge has a Master
who dresses properly in Highland Dress. Dressed in the Ancient
Douglas Tartan our new Master, Brandt Evans made a very
strong impression as he took his oath of office.

Our October communication was a busy one. St. Johns Lodge
conferred the Entered Apprentice Degree on nine candidates,
and was honored to host a tenth candidate from Manchester
lodge. Five of the new candidates had previously attended a
Special Communication the week before to receive the first
section of the degree. How exciting it was to witness the laying
of a Masonic foundation on ten men whom I am proud to now call
Brother, especially knowing the fulfillments and enlightenment
that their new journey will bestow upon them. To top off the
evening, we were graced with the pleasure of the company of the
Grand Master M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III toward the end of
the degree work. What an honor these new brothers received by
being addressed and congratulated by the Grand Master at their
very first Masonic degree.
But that was not the only honor and pleasure St. Johns
experienced during October! The Special Ladies Luncheon was
held and was wonderful. W∴Don and Hillary Williamson hosted
a luncheon worthy of the widows of our deceased brothers. The
brothers present were delighted and captivated by the
anecdotes, philosophies and love for the Craft exemplified by
these ladies, who are indeed, special. Personally, I was reminded
that age and circumstances need not dictate who we are and
how we live. These women are truly wonderful, giving, and a
testament to our Brothers who have passed. To say I was joyful
and filled with optimism after our lunch would be a drastic
understatement.
St. Johns Lodge has so much more in the upcoming months.
Please join us on the third Wednesday of the month. There is
always something interesting happening, and we are always
happy to be in the company of our brothers. From Worshipful
Master O’Brien and the Wardens and Brethren of St. Johns
Lodge, Happy Holidays, and may we ever be mindful of the
needs of others.

W∴Brandt Evans and his newly installed officers

The Most Worshipful Grand Master honored Washington Lodge
and our W∴Brandt by attending our event. It was a night that all
our new Masons and visitors will remember for years to come.
On Saturday, October 18th an Open House was held and twelve
strangers dropped in to view our ancient home and treasures.
This event was held on the same day as Massachusetts Masons
held their Annual Open House Day and we were pleased to take
advantage of the publicity on TV to attract interest.
We will hold another Open House in conjunction with The Warren
Christmas Festival. Last year we attracted a very large number of
visitors and received two petitions for membership.
Our last CHIP Event of the year will be the Breakfast with Santa
Christmas program held at the Mount Hope High School in
Bristol. As always all East Bay volunteers will be welcomed.
Seasons greetings to all.
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Friendship Lodge No. 7
By: Brother, Trevor Humphrey
“Many hands make light work,” seemed to be the motto for
Friendship Lodge in the month of November. We started off
st
strong with our DDGM visitation on November 1 , a week later
on November 8th we held our Special Lady’s Luncheon, and the
th
following Sunday, November 16 we held our Annual Wine
tasting. All events were well attended, and ran smoothly thanks
to all the hard work of the Friendship Lodge brothers. As Junior
Warden I had the privilege of organizing the Special Lady’s
luncheon this year, and I was very lucky to have such a strong
and active lodge standing behind me. I cannot thank you all
enough for your help with this event, we received nothing but
wonderful feedback from our guests. All of our Special Ladies
told us how happy they are to be a part of our family and that
they are always so happy to hear from us.
In December, Friendship Lodge will be opening our doors for the
local Candle Light Shopping on the first three Thursdays of the
month. On the first two Thursdays the lodge will be filled with
music from our local Bell Ringers. On the third Thursday the 18th
of December Santa Clause will pay Friendship Lodge a visit. As
always you can get a free picture with Santa courtesy of Brother
Alberg. We are still looking for a few extra hands to help prep the
lodge for these three nights. If available, please stop by. We will
also have our poinsettia deliveries to our Special Ladies on
th
December 13 , if you can spare a few hours and make a few
stops please contact me, Trevor Humphrey at the Lodge.
Finally in January, we will see Brother Barrows present the
Middle Chamber lecture at our Fellow Craft Degree, at our
rd
regular meeting on the 3 . Please make sure to mark your
calendars and come support our candidates.

While all the regular lodge activities were under way a committee
of brothers have turned our library into a museum showing off
many of the artifacts collected over Harmony’s many years.
These brothers, under the leadership of brothers; Joe Barbato
and Rob Lindberg, with assistance from brothers; R∴W∴Dave
Armstrong, W∴Phil Crawford, W∴Paul Liese have selflessly and
quietly spent hours and hours working on this project with
assistance from Michael Palmer Master Councilor of Fidelity
Demolay, along with Catherine Palmer from Rainbow Girls.
Missy Edwards has provided the brethren with adult outings to a
wine tasting at a local Vineyard, a trip to King Richards Fair, a
movie night, and a trip to Dueling Pianos. We love you Missy!

Harmony Lodge No. 9
By: Brother, Robert Fish
With summer a faded memory Harmony Lodge launched into the
fall schedule at a ferocious pace. October began with step-up
night usually a somewhat comedic event but our presumptive
officers nailed it with excellent ritual and floor work. We
witnessed our four candidates demonstrate their Master Mason
proficiency and signing of the bylaws. November kicked off with
th
and our Annual
our regular meeting on November 4
Communication on the 18th and the installation of our new
Master, W∴Steven Waxman, followed by the Annual Banquet on
the 22nd. Congratulations Worshipful Steve, while you’ve been
quite secretive about the coming year we are excited to learn
about all you have planned.
We also want to thank our outgoing Master W∴Ed Diggle who
led us with dignity and grace demonstrating a great love for his
Lodge. Thank you Ed.
Meanwhile the Fellow Craft Club under the leadership of Past
Master W∴Todd Derksen was busy extending our charitable
work at the Juvenile Diabetes Walk-a-thon at Roger Williams
Park followed by a collation. W∴Steve Charon conducted his
annual fund raising drive in support of he J.D.R.F. Walk-a-thon.
The Fellow Craft Club has treated the lodge brothers to some
wonderful activities such as a night out at Chelo’s On the
Waterfront. Elsewhere, brothers ran in the 5K Dyslexia event at
the Masonic Youth Center, while another group traveled with
Worshipful Diggle to a fund-raiser for the Wounded Warrior
Project.

Finally we saw a large group of the brethren off for a little R&R in
Cancun, Mexico. It’s safe to say Harmony Lodge is alive, well,
active and enthusiastic.

Manchester Lodge No. 12

By: M∴W∴ Kenneth N. Bruns, P.G.M.
Brother Roy F. Pruett became the 150th Worshipful Master of
Manchester Lodge No. 12 Saturday evening, October 25, 2014
th
at the 206 Annual Communication of the Lodge.
The Semi-public portion of the installation of officers opened with
an excellent Prologue by W∴John Barsoum, the Assistant Grand
Lecturer for the Central Masonic District.
(continued on page 15)
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Following the prologue, the R∴W∴Robert B. Ellston, DDGM was
escorted into the lodge room along with his installation team of
W∴Keith P Moan, GMC and R∴W∴Thomas R. Yeaw Grand
Chaplain, who together performed an exemplary installation on a
full slate of all new officers. Many of this year’s officers are new
Master Masons whose families had not before witnessed such
ritual. It was truly gratifying to have them there in a full lodge
room to see our ancient ritual for the first time done so well. At
the conclusion of the installation the officers were escorted to the
lower hall to form a line to receive their guests. After the District
Deputy closed the Lodge we all gathered to sit down to a terrific
celebratory feast prepared by the Linhares and Tarnacki
Families,
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Worshipful
Master
Roy
Pruett, organized an ‘adopta-spot’ through the Coventry
Parks
and
Recreation
Department;
we will be
working through the winter
and spring to make improvements to our adopted spot,
Trestle Park.
Several social events are
being
planned, such as
Family
Day
with
the
Providence
Bruins,
on
th
the
November
16 ;
December ‘clothing drive’
st
breakfast; December 21
Winter Solstice trip to the
Newport Tower; the January
‘blood drive’ breakfast; the Cape Cod Get-Away-Weekend and
beef and bourbon dinner in March; and an Arbor Day tree
planting ceremony at ‘Trestle Park’. It’s a busy schedule of
events, some of which the officers will be traveling around the
District and Jurisdiction with information and tickets in hand.
Meantime our Lodge Hall management team is working
extremely hard on a tight budget to make improvements around
the Hall and dining room.
Please come visit us every second Saturday for an all-you-caneat breakfast.

Franklin Lodge No. 20
By: Brother, Scott Bill Hirst

The District Deputy installed the following officers:
Worshipful Master:
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Chaplain:
Senior Deacon:
Junior Deacon:
Senior Steward:
Junior Steward:
Marshal:
Sentinel:
Tiler:

Brother Roy F. Pruett
Brother Robert P. Paquin
Brother Joseph C. Casimiro
Brother Manuel D. Linhares, Jr.
Brother Kenneth Bruns, PGM
Brother Jeffery L. Kozlin
Brother Stephen T. Barnabe
Brother James A. Straut
Brother Jeffery M. Aptt
Brother Alexander J. Tarnacki
Brother Neville ‘Rusty’ Booth
Brother Gary A. Paul
Brother Bradford K. Walsh

This “renaissance’ is really a new dawn for Manchester Lodge as
we begin a new Masonic year, every office has been filled with a
new officer there are no repeats. It is exciting because not only
are there no Past Masters in line, several of the chairs are filled
by relatively new Master Masons who are eager to show their
proficiency, do things and make an impact in our Lodge, our
District, and our Jurisdiction. Our officers are looking forward to
helping our Worshipful Master bring the Grand Master’s Award
back to Manchester Lodge. They will travel with the Master. They
will be expanding some of our favorite programs and organizing
some new programs as well.

Franklin Lodge continues to be busy. In October we shared a
"Special Ladies" program with Charity Lodge No. 23 at the
Richmond Country Club. W∴William S. Penhallow Past Master
of Franklin Lodge presented a program on astronomy. "Special
Ladies" are widows of our lodge members. This joint event has
taken place for a number of years. I brought my own mother Ruth
(Bill) Hirst to the event. My late father Robert S. Hirst, was an
active Mason to the last moment of his life being stricken while
serving as Chaplain at Thomas Smith Webb Lodge. He also
belonged to a lodge in Scotland. He was Master Franklin Lodge
in 1969 and served as Senior Warden of Charity Lodge at the
time of his death.
The Stated Communication for December is Tuesday, December
th
and in January on Tuesday, January 13th. Stated
9
Communications start at 7:00 PM and are preceded by dinner at
6:00 PM. Our Annual Communication will be on Saturday,
January 17, 2015 we will open at 5:00 PM followed by Dinner at
6:30 PM and Semi-public installation of officers at 7:30 PM,
Collation to follow. Annual Communications are the Saturday
th
closest to January 17 .
Recently I came upon a grave marker
in a cemetery in Ashaway, RI. You will
notice that the marker has a square
and compasses but has a “arm and
hammer” within it. This is not Masonic
but actually represents another
fraternal organization, the “Junior
Order of United Mechanics” which
descended from the Freemasons.
(continued on page 16)
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Our lodge is named for Brother Benjamin Franklin.
The
emblem/crest of Franklin Lodge has clouds depicted with
lightning. This relates to a experiment conducted by Brother
Franklin.
Corrections from my last report in the RI Freemason. W ∴Nelson
H. Thorp was Master in 1949 not 1947. His son W∴Neil H.
Thorp, was Master in 1970.

Ionic Lodge No. 28

During our October meeting, we had the distinct pleasure of
presenting Brother Charles Miller and R∴W∴James Smith with
their 50-year medals. Bother Hubert Holt was not able to join us,
so R∴W∴Gary Kaufmann, DDGM; W∴Mark Eddleston, GMC;
M∴W∴Dennis Pothier, PGM; Brother Frank Saccoccio, Brother
Dick Connors and myself paid him and his wife a visit at their
home to present him with his 50-year Medal. This is quite an
accomplishment and certainly deserves our respect and
appreciation for their dedication to the Craft. They have all
dedicated more than half of their lives to Masonry and have
made many contributions to our Lodge.

By: Brother, J. Timothy Fitzhugh, P.M.
Ionic Lodge will be having it’s regular meeting and Christmas
th
Party on December 6 . W∴Carl is planning to hold an early
meeting and have the Christmas Party later at the Coventry
Men’s Social Club. If you would like to attend, please contact
W∴Carl at 401-316-0837. I believe a Yankee Swap of gifts will
also be revisited. Check our next notice or visit our web page for
more details at http://www.ionic28.org/.
January is always a weather jinx at Ionic Lodge. The regular
meeting will be on January 3rd. W∴Carl is looking to hold a Past
Master’s night with Past Masters occupying the chairs and
opening and closing. Those are always great meeting nights with
our memories straining for remembrance. Please consider trying
to get out to support the Past Masters. A program should also
add some excitement to the evening.
February’s meeting will be held on January 31st. Our dates are
little confused this Masonic coming year due to full moons and
weekends, remember, we are a “Moon lodge” with our dates set
by the date of each month’s Full Moon. Please read the rear
cover of the notice for the dates. The meeting month precedes
the actual meeting date. The DDGM will be visiting us and
presenting the service awards to deserving Brethren. Many of the
recipients were on hand last year to receive their awards,
including brother Salisbury who received a 65-year lodge Service
pin. He’s been a Mason longer than I’ve been alive and that’s
awesome. We’ll be ready to receive the DDGM and his
distinguished suite that night so please join us for a memorable
evening.
Please see our advertisement for the W∴Richard Andrews
Memorial Game Dinner at Ralph’s Kitchen, Cranston, RI on
Saturday, February 8, 2015 at 6:30 PM Dinner. Donation will be
$30.00. This event is well attended and tickets will be out by
November 1st please contact W∴Carl or any officer for tickets to
this event. The food is excellent, the company is better, and the
raffle prizes are the best. We hope to see many of you there.

Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
By: Brother, Ronaldo Simoes, Master
The officers of Roger Williams Lodge are ramping up for the end
of the year with the fun events we have planned. The Lodge
hosted a well-attended Italian Table Lodge and enjoyed a great
meal prepared by our resident chef and the company of many of
our brothers. A sincere thank-you to everyone who came out.
All of us at Roger Williams Lodge appreciate your support.
In December, we will have our family Christmas Party that will
th
take place on December 13 at 6:00 PM. The committee is hard
at work planning a fun time for kids and adults alike. More
information will follow as we get closer to the date.

Dennis DeJesus, CEO of Rhode Island Special Olympics came
and spoke to us about the great work they do and shared his
appreciation for the support we have given them over the years.
It was a great night and was enjoyed by all. Thank you to all who
attended to support Roger Williams Lodge and celebrate with our
50-year brothers.

Overseas Lodge No. 40
By: Brother, Michael J. Gardiner, Jr. Master
“A hidden fire burns perpetually upon the hearth of the world…In
autumn this great conflagration becomes especially manifest.
Then the flame that is slowly and mysteriously consuming every
green thing bursts into vivid radiance. Every blade of grass and
every leaf in the woodlands is cast into the great oven of Nature;
and the bright colours of their fading are literally the flames of
their consuming. The golden harvest-fields are glowing in the
heart of the furnace…By this autumn fire God every year purges
the floor of nature. All effete substances that have served their
purpose in the old form are burnt up. Everywhere God makes
sweet and clean the earth with fire.”
~ Hugh Macmillan
I used this quote in an article a couple of years ago. I like it so
much I brought it back again. When you receive this issue of the
RI Freemason, it will still be autumn, but most likely the great
conflagration will be complete. Our corner of the earth will be
sweet and clean and made ready for the coming snow of winter.
As we do every autumn on Veteran’s day, Overseas Lodge
began a new year with a new line of officers. I have been
watching this new line come together over the last several
months and I am excited about the year we will now have under
W∴Joe Bennett. Although, at the time of this writing, I am still
Master, by the time you receive this issue W∴Joe Bennett should
be the new Master of Overseas Lodge. W∴Joe has asked me to
pass on a few words from him regarding his upcoming year. W∴
Joe has been filling in for W∴Manny Lewis as Senior Warden
during W∴Manny’s recovery. Thus not wanting to be
presumptuous before our Annual Communication and his
impending election, W∴Joe is sending this message from the
West. I have every expectation that when you read this, W∴Joe
will be in the East.
(continued on Page 17)
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“Greetings and Salutations” from the West as we prepare to
move into our new year. I would like to take this opportunity to
inform you that the ensuing year promises to be a very extensive
and high-energy year. Some of the programs will include; the
Overseas Lodge Christmas Party in December. In January our
program will be a guest speaker from the Grodon Center about
what the Center is doing to help those afflicted with autism. This
group will be our charity of choice this year. February is our
DDGM visitation and Officer’s forum. March brings another guest
speaker. Captain John Jackson USN, Ret. who will speak on the
use of drones in the military. March is also when the annual
sweetheart weekend on Cape Cod is scheduled. April, I am
tentatively planning on a festive board. May, will be a tribute to
our fallen brothers with a missing chair degree. June will greet
us with a flag presentation in honor of the flag we served under.
When we come back from summer recess in September there
may be a surprise program. In October we will culminate the year
with a table lodge.
I do not plan on reinventing the wheel. All programs initiated by
W∴Mike will be kept in force. I will endeavor to build our lodge on
the four C’s; Communication, Cooperation, Commitment, and
Camaraderie, and cement them with tradition. I hope we will see
more of our old friends and brothers and meet new ones.
Candidates will be worked as needed. Any brothers needing a
ride to lodge, please contact the Master so he can meet your
request and bring it to fruition.
In closing I would like to borrow a few words from Frank Sinatra.
I did it my way, and hopefully will not bite off more than I can
chew or have too many regrets. I am looking forward to a really
great year and do want to continue the progress of Overseas
Lodge to the best of my ability.” ~ W∴Joe Bennett
Well brothers, now you can see why our lodge’s future looks
bright! We are going from a line with many vacancies to most
likely a full line! I am proud of our line of officers and thankful for
their faithful service as well. As always, if there are any other
brothers who are currently serving or are honorably discharged
veterans, and would like to affiliate with our historic lodge, please
visit our website at www.overseaslodge.com and click on
"Contact" at the top to ask for your application. You may also call
our secretary W∴Marcus Channell at 401-739-5468 and request
that an application be sent to you. Also, if you know someone
who is currently serving or an honorably discharged veteran who
is interested in applying to take his degrees, you can obtain an
application on our website by clicking on "Membership App" at
the top right hand side of our website.

Daylight Lodge No. 48
By: Brother, Jason Greene, Master
Happy Holidays Brethren!
I hope that the holiday season brings joy and comfort to all. As
we reflect upon the past year we are also looking forward to a
new year and what it will bring for each of us. Daylight Lodge has
a busy couple of months planned for December and January. In
December we will be performing the Entered Apprentice Degree
on two new candidates who are eager to join the Craft. This will
be W∴Ray Aznavorian’s first meeting from the Oriental Chair.
th
Please join us on December 8 for the degree, we would love to
see the sidelines filled! There's nowhere else in Rhode Island
where you can see ritual done beautifully and still be home for
lunch.
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In January the Most Worshipful Grand Master Wyman P.
Hallstrom, III has his official visit to the Central District and we
are eager to host him. Our meeting will be held on Saturday,
th
January 17 and will open at 10:00 AM. The program for the day
will be on brewing beer and following the meeting there will be a
tasting accompanied with Beef Stew. Reservations can be made
with our Junior Warden Steve Reali. For more information,
please refer to our January Communication which our secretary
will have available by email and hard copies at the Scottish Rite
Masonic Center. Season's Greetings!

Veteran’s Day

By: M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstron, Jr. PGM
& R∴W∴Grand Secretary

What a very special day it was. I have always celebrated
Veteran’s Day since getting my discharge in 1966. I served in the
United States Air Force, joining one month after my High School
graduation. Many years ago when the place I worked at decided
that they would no longer pay us holiday pay for Veteran’s Day, I
made it a point to let them know they could not punish anyone
who took the day as it was still a federal holiday. I made sure that
I took everyone of them off for 36 years!
Veteran’s Day, November 11, 2014 started at 8:00 AM at Mt.
Vernon Lodge with a great breakfast. Eggs, sausage, bacon,
home fries, french toast, rolls and coffee. A great start to the
day. We then traveled to the Rhode Island Veteran’s Cemetery
in Exeter to place a wreath at the Masonic Veteran’s Monument.
This monument was the idea of Most Worshipful Brother Leon C.
Knudsen. It was dedicated in April 2006 and each Memorial Day
and Veteran’s Day we place a wreath at the monument. The
members of Overseas Lodge, one of only two military lodges in
the United States, present the Colors. There is a prayer and a
short speech offered by the Grand Master. The members of
Overseas Lodge, and anyone else who wishes, share a toast to
our fallen comrades in arms. This year the weather was great,
the sun went in, but the temperature was nice and the wind was
calm.
After we left the Cemetery, it was time to attend the Annual
Communication of Overseas Lodge. We had lunch at the Shrine
Club and then elected and installed the officers who will lead
Overseas Lodge for the next year. Of course the banquet
followed that evening. Personally, I can’t think of a better way to
spend Veteran’s Day. Maybe you can join us next year the date
is easy to remember, November 11, 2015.
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A Salute to our Veterans Past and Present
GRAND MASTER’S ADDRESS
Good Morning, it’s an honor to bring you the greetings of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons for the State of
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, as well as my own warm and fraternal greetings and those of my Grand Marshal,
R∴W∴Ronald P. Reed, who could not be here as he is attending to his mother, in Florida. Please keep them in your thoughts and
prayers.
It is a good morning today. As I stand here humbly before you, the sun is shining, the temperature is comfortable and the flags are flying.
We arrived here today, no one had to pass a checkpoint or a roadblock; no one had to give us permission to gather, or even to be
Freemasons at all. There were no officials to peruse my remarks to make sure they were correct, that it up to those who chose to listen.
The other day, many of us voted, and as sad as it is, many more did not, but it was their choice. Those who were elected to lead us, are
charged to represent all of us, the supporters and the opponents alike, and it is up to us to hold them to that standard. They will impose
our taxes, not some King who believes in bloodline divinity or some tyrant who uses taxes punitively to mold us to his will. These rights
and so many more make this another good day in America, and we owe it to you, the Veterans who fought for these rights. You gave of
your time, spending it away from your families, in some of the most inhospitable conditions, among some of the world’s most inhumane
cultures. You represented the greatest military force the world has ever seen, one so great that its true power cannot be unleashed. You
risked your lives, and withstood injuries. In many cases, you lost friends who were like family.
It takes a very special person to sacrifice for others, and while we stand before you and in front of all these multitudes behind me, it is only
appropriate that we pause to recognize that. I did not serve, so it is with an even greater gratitude I say Thank You for what you have
done. Today you are not just Worshipful, Right Worshipful, Brother, Father, and friend, but you are the heroes of this country. In a perfect
society, every day would be Veterans Day because every day we must not forget the contributions you, and all those who have gone
before you, made to create and protect this country, with its flaws and all, the greatest nation the world has ever known. Thank you does
not seem sufficient. God Bless you, God bless those brave men and women who are at rest in this sacred ground. God Bless and
protect those who are still serving in harm’s way, and God Bless the United States of America.

________________________________________________________________
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