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Brother Wyman P. Hallstrom, III
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Greetings Brethren,
“How good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity.” I was struck by this sentiment this week as I reflected
back on the past and next few months. It is no secret that prior to
being Grand Master; I always cherished having a little break from
the active Grand Lodge schedule during the summer months.
That being the case, the irony is not lost on me that I managed to
plan not one, but two, major summer events this year, the Grand
Lodge Picnic and the first Official Visitation to the Southern
District, at Charity Lodge. Both of these events, I am happy to
report were great successes. The weather for both was perfect.
The visitation had over 100 brothers in attendance, an
outstanding number for the first outdoor visitation, on a Saturday
afternoon in July. The picnic had over 300 people, the food and
activities were enjoyed by all. This was despite a change in
menu and an increase in price. So what do these events have in
common and is there a big picture lesson to be learned here?
When I gave my address in May, I spoke of getting back to basic
Masonry and doing it well in order to impact and impress our new
members. A major component of this is our ceremonies and our
proficiency and exemplification, but to a lesser extent it extends
to our understanding of one another and meeting each other’s
needs. This means that when we plan events, we must not be
afraid to try things, to challenge each other to step out of the box,
and to not make decisions for the membership based on
assumptions and preconceived notions of the past. In this case,
the pricing of the picnic was a risk that it would keep brothers
from trying the new menu, but we went ahead with the feeling
that those who took the shot would have a great time and we
would just have to miss those who did not want to try it.
R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci put in a great deal of work putting this
together before he was out of commission, and without his
coordination, it would have been a much harder event to pull off.
I cannot thank him enough, and the brethren who supported it, it
was far better supported than I had hoped for.
The Worshipful Master of Charity Lodge proposed the outdoor
visitation, but to make it more comfortable, we opted to make it
daytime and on a weekend. Once the schedules were looked at,
July was the best option. To add to the significance of the event,
a terrific BBQ was also planned. As I noted, the summer is
traditionally slow and set aside for more family and social events,
but we took a chance and hoped for a respectable turnout. I was
overwhelmingly surprised at how many brethren came out to
support it, but perhaps I should not have been.

On many vacations Diane and I have gone on, she has actually
looked for lodges for me to visit while we are away, (yes, I am
very blessed). During these visits, I have found that many of
these lodges were meeting a couple times a month and in some
cases even meeting weekly. I usually left, feeling badly that back
home here, we could never get lodges to meet more often than
once a month. I do know that a few of our lodges have a social
get together in addition to the regular communication but I had a
preconceived notion that most of our membership only wanted
one meeting a month and that it was more than enough. What I
have found this summer, is that a few more lodges than usual
have asked to relax the dress code for summer meetings. I
usually granted these requests as long as it was not for a degree,
as I feel the first impression a candidate gets should be
consistent, but a business meeting followed by fellowship would
not be harmed by forgoing jackets and ties for a month or two.
What moved me the most is how my perception has changed just
a bit. Perhaps we now have brothers who want to have extra
meetings, when they could have packed it in for a couple months,
or better yet, maybe they have been there all along, just waiting
for a Worshipful Master to take a chance. Maybe it is time to
challenge the brothers to have a lodge do two meetings a month.
One meeting could be for business and fellowship and a
program, while the other meeting could be for degree work, and
fellowship. Notice the importance of fellowship. A concern that
has been voiced over the past several years by the Grand Lodge
Education Department is that in the old days, lodges did the three
degrees on a fairly consistent schedule and the Forums were
attended by the candidates as they progressed, sometimes
concurrently. Nowadays, all the lodges work on very sporadic
schedules and in several instances they are running one year
long class, while working a special or courtesy to catch up later
applicants. In the worst case scenario, candidates wait for
months to begin, which if the lodge uses the time to involve and
integrate the prospect into the family, is not at all bad, but if he is
left hanging without contact until it is time for the degree, it leaves
the prospect left wondering if he has value to us. If more lodges
were to adopt a more frequent meeting schedule, there would be
available time slots to insert a special, or if there are no waiting
candidates, do a degree anyway to practice the proficiency of the
officers for when the time comes. When was the last time you
saw a lodge run a mock candidate to get the officers work in their
traditional ritual roles? Again, it is time to shed the preconceived
notions and have the discussions, and capitalize on the influx of
new Masons who want more.
(continued on page 7)
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Tribute to M∴W∴Elisha Hunt Rhodes, Jr.
By: Phillip N. Crawford, P.M.- Harmony Lodge No.9
On July 19th a tribute to Past Grand Master, Elisha H. Rhodes
was held at the Swan Point Cemetery. This event, organized by
the Rhode Island S.U.V.C.W, allowed the Grand Lodge of Rhode
Island to offer a tribute to his services in Rhode Island
Freemasonry. Having served as Master of Harmony Lodge in
1885, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the State of Rhode
Island and Providence Plantations in 1893-94 and Chairman of
the Centennial Committee for Harmony Lodge (among other
accomplishments), Most Worshipful Rhodes made an indelible
mark on the Craft and those with whom he served.
Remarks about his Masonic career were made by R∴W∴Senior
Grand Warden Stephen T. McGuire. The ceremony also included
remarks on his life from his great grandson, Robert Rhodes; who
edited M∴W∴Rhodes views of his Civil War service for the book,
“All for the Union” which served as a primary source for Ken
Burns television documentary on the Civil War for PBS, his
military career, his service in the GAR and service to his church.
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We are here to honor another Grand Master, M∴W∴Elisha Hunt
Rhodes. Since the establishment of our Grand Lodge in 1791
there have been fewer than 200 Brothers to have the title Grand
Master. To us as Freemasons, there is not a title held in higher
esteem. Here is a brief synopsis of M∴W∴Rhodes Masonic
Story.
Harmony Lodge held its 1st meeting on May 7th 1805. In 1808
Captain James P. Rhodes was admitted to the lodge. By April
26, 1923, 5 generations of the Rhodes family had joined
nd
Harmony Lodge. In 1827 the 2 member of the Rhodes family,
Captain Elisha Hunt Rhodes Sr. joined the Lodge. He remained
a member through the anti-Masonic period and in 1855 he was
elected to serve as Secretary. In 1858 the lodge was in need of
a new Bible and Brother Rhodes bought and presented one to
the lodge. Four months later, he was lost with his ship in the
West Indies. This was the tragic death of the Father of the man
we are here to honor, Elisha Hunt Rhodes Jr. who, as has been
duly noted, joined the Union Army before the outbreak of
hostilities and was at every major battle from 1st Manassas to
Appomattox. So while his Dad was not there to welcome him
into the Craft, he obviously had some exposure to it.
We can only speculate exactly what led him to Freemasonry but
during the American Civil War soldiers on both sides were led to
join our Craft. There is a fairly well known story of how William
McKinley, a future President of the United States became a
Mason. This is McKinley’s version:
“I went with the surgeon of our Ohio regiment to the field where
there were about 5,000 Confederate prisoners under guard.
Almost as soon as we passed the guard, I noticed the doctor
shook hands with a number of Confederate prisoners. He also
took from his pockets a roll of bills and distributed all he had
among them. Boy-like, I looked on in wonderment; I didn't know
what it all meant. On the way back from camp I asked him:”
"Did you know these men or ever see then before?"
"No," replied the doctor, "I never saw them before."

The event included the laying of a wreath at the grave and a
firing of a salute by the 2nd RI Volunteer Infantry Regiment
rd
Volunteers, along with the Company A, 3 RI Heavy Artillery and
st
Battery C 1 RI Light Infantry. A good showing for the event was
made by brothers from across the state, and a fitting tribute was
made to a brother who served others for the greater good.

"But", I persisted, "You gave them a lot of money, all you had
about you. Do you ever expect to get it back?"
"Well," said the doctor, "If they are able to pay me back, they will.
But it makes no difference to me; they are brother Masons in
trouble and I am only doing my duty."
I said to myself, "If that is Freemasonry I will take some of it for
myself."
Likewise, Elijah Hunt Rhodes saw the fraternal solidarity of
Freemasonry first hand at Gettysburg and within a year, he was a
Mason.
Colonel Wasden was listed in regimental reports as killed at
Gettysburg on July 2, 1863. Woodbury’s comrade, Elisha Hunt
Rhodes was with the regiment that day and he also commented
on the incident in his diary.
“A Colonel of a Georgia Rebel Regiment was found dead upon
the field. Capt. Thomas Foy of our Regiment discovered in some
way that the Colonel was a Mason, and with the assistance of
some other Masons buried him. As I am not a Mason I do not
understand the matter. While the burial was going on the
skirmishers were constantly firing.”

Address by R∴W∴Stephen T. McGuire
Grand Senior Warden
I brought the Greetings of the Grand Lodge, M∴W∴Wyman P.
Hallstrom, III, Grand Master and all Rhode Island Freemasons.

Nine months after Gettysburg, in March 1864, Rhodes was
granted a furlough home. During that furlough, he was made a
Mason at Harmony Lodge No. 9, Pawtuxet, Rhode Island, on
March 29th.
(continued on page 5)
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Grand Master’s Visitation to Charity Lodge
By: M∴W∴Leon C. Knudsen, PGM

I am sure that many of you have read or heard of author Roberta
Mudge Humble’s book “The RIght to Crow” that is a look at
Rhode Island’s Firsts, Bests and Uniques. For example her book
tells of our founder Roger Williams establishing the first practical
working model of democracy, being the first of the original 13
colonies to declare independence from England, home to First
Baptist Church in America, home of first synagogue in North
America, state with the longest name and shortest motto, first
public roller skating rink, first catamaran built by Nathaniel
Herreshoff in Providence, home of the first world series baseball
champions, the Providence Grays, first woman newspaper editor
in the nation was Anne Franklin of the Newport Mercury, the Big
Blue Bug, and numerous other firsts, best or uniques contained
in her book but too numerous to mention here.
Well on July 26, 2014 another first occurred in Rhode Island
when at 1:00 PM the Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons
for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations Brother
Wyman Peter Hallstrom, III, together with a large and
distinguished suite of Grand Lodge Officers made an Official
Visitation to the Southern Masonic District with Charity Lodge
No. 23 of Kenyon, RI being the host. To the best of my
knowledge and recollection holding a Grand Master’s Official
District Visitation out of doors has never been done before in this
Grand Jurisdiction. I know Grand Masters have attended outdoor
meetings before but not for an Official District Visitation.

The Grand Master officiated at a meeting held out of doors in a
lodge room constructed by the members of Charity Lodge No. 23
over the past year in an area directly behind the lodge building.
The outdoor location has all necessary attributes of a lodge room
including a permanent altar, officer’s stations, seating for the
brethren, can be easily tiled and its utilities are natures own
lighting, heating and cooling. The Most Worshipful Grand Master
was welcomed into Lodge by the Right Worshipful District Deputy
Grand Master for the Southern Masonic District, Brother Robert
Palazzo who immediately accorded the Grand Master Grand
Honors prior to passing the gavel to our Grand Master. After
seating the Brethren the Grand Master returned the gavel to
R∴W∴Palazzo who then called upon the Worshipful Master of
Charity Lodge, Brother Stanley Wostal for the program of the
day. The program was a short history of how the outdoor lodge
room evolved and became a reality. Prior to the program
W∴Wostal had East Bay District Deputy Grand Master, Brother
Kenneth Poyton escorted to the East where R∴W∴Poyton was
presented with an Honorary Membership in Charity Lodge.

R∴W∴Poyton thanked the brethren of Charity Lodge for this
high honor.
Most Worshipful Grand Master Hallstrom brought the Official
Greetings of Grand Lodge, his own warm fraternal greetings and
those of his Grand Marshall Right Worshipful Brother Ronald
Reed to all in attendance. The Grand Master made a number of
comments and thanked all for supporting him on this his first
Official Visitation to the Districts and the host Lodge for such an
enjoyable, and yes even a little unusual, venue for such an
occasion. The official attendance was 102 Brethern in Lodge.
Wouldn’t it be great if we could get our regular lodge meetings to
consistently have 50% of this number present?

Following closing of the Lodge by the Most Worshipful Grand
Master a barbecue consisting of pork, beef brisket, chicken, ribs,
beans, salads, corn, peach cobbler and liquid refreshments was
enjoyed by all in the grassed area behind the lodge building.
To have this event take place as it did in an outdoor setting and
during the summer when most lodges are at recess was
presented to our Grand Master for approval. He approved the
idea thus setting the date, location and format for his first Official
Visitation to the Districts. Our Grand Master believed that doing
something new and different was good and may inspire more
brethren to attend because of its uniqueness and timing. Our
Grand Master is young, open minded, fair, has forethought,
thinks things through and is not afraid to try something new. He
took a chance on this meeting being a success and good for
promoting fraternal brotherhood.
BOY WAS HE RIGHT !
THE DAY WAS A COMPLETE HOME RUN!

______________________________________________________________
(continued from Page 3, Elisha Hunt Rhodes)

I have not read of any purpose for that
furlough but I think I may have stumbled
upon it. On September 8, 1863, Robert
Rhodes, a member of Harmony Lodge
No. 9 and a lieutenant in the US Navy
was mortally wounded. He died on
th
September 10 and was buried in
Beaumont Cemetery on the Natchez
River with Masonic and Military honors
and one Company of Confederate
Soldiers acting as escort. The lodge
history states that Harmony lodge
performed a Funeral Service for him on
th
April 10 1864. Robert Rhodes was
obviously a relative of Elisha Hunt
Rhodes who was not only initiated and
passed on March 29th, but raised to the
sublime degree of a Master Mason on
th
April 6 . I believe he received the
furlough to attend the memorial service
of his relative (cousin?) and received
expedited degrees in order to take a
part as a Mason, in part due to what he
had seen on the battlefield at
Gettysburg.

responsibilities of a Grand Master,
M∴W∴Rhodes was blessed to be
asked to partake in some community
events. First, he was asked to lay the
cornerstone for the new Warwick City
Hall in Apponaug but, as he was ill and
bedridden, the Deputy Grand Master
performed that task.
I drove around this building yesterday
and sure enough, the Masonic Square
and Compass is on the cornerstone on
the right side of the building nearest
Post Road, right behind the statue of the
WW I Doughboy.

After the war he remained active in
Freemasonry and served as Master of
Harmony Lodge in 1885. In 1891 he
was the subject of one of a number of
biographical sketches written by Henry
W. Rugg. The last paragraph of that
sketch reads as follows:
“Brother
Rhodes possesses the sterling qualities
that mark the upright man, the worthy
citizen and the true Craftsman. He has
creditably filled a great number of
important positions, Masonic and
otherwise, and has deservedly gained
the esteem and friendship of his
associates and of the public. He holds a
warm place in the hearts of the Masonic
Fraternity of Rhode Island.”
Elisha Hunt Rhodes was elected Grand
Master of Free & Accepted Masons of
Rhode Island in 1893 and 1894. In
addition to the normal Masonic
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just over a lodge per week. These
lodges were spread about the state and,
though a good number were in the
Metro area, there were lodges in
Woonsocket and Westerly, Chepachet
and Scituate, Coventry and Harrisville,
Middletown and Newport, all before
there were any Bay bridges. Then there
was Atlantic Lodge on Block Island.
That couldn’t have been a day trip in
1893. This Brother obviously took the
title of Most Worshipful Grand Master
seriously. He made fewer visitations in
1894 but it was an equally successful
year.
I’m sure M∴W∴Rhodes
completed his 2 terms as Grand Master
with that sense of pride that can only
come with the feeling of a job well done.
As I stated earlier, by April 26, 1923
Harmony Lodge could count 5
generations of the Rhodes family as
members. On that date Frederick W.
Rhodes took his Entered Apprentice
oath upon the Bible his greatgrandfather, Captain Elisha Hunt
Rhodes, Sr. had given to the lodge back
in 1858. Elisha Hunt Rhodes Jr. had
passed to the Celestial Lodge above
some 6 years earlier but I’m sure many
in the lodge room sensed his presence
at his grandson’s initiation.

In 1864 Following the 3rd Battle of
Winchester in September 1864, Rhodes
tells of finding a Masonic friend dead on
the field.
“I found the body of my friend Major
nd
James Q. Rice of 2 Connecticut Heavy
Artillery and had it buried by itself and
shall try to send it home to his friends.
He usually wore a fine Masonic pin, but
someone had taken it from his coat. In
fact he had been robbed of everything of
value. I cut a square and compass with
his name rank and Regiment upon an
ammunition box cover and placed it at
the head of the grave. Poor Rice, he
was much older than I, but we were
intimate, knowing each other as Masons
and comrades.”
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M∴W∴Rhodes laid the cornerstones of
new Masonic Temples in East
Greenwich and Westerly for King
Solomon
and
Franklin
lodges
respectfully. During the ceremony in
East Greenwich, M∴W∴Rhodes quoted
a wonderful little poem regarding the
most enviable of all titles – the character
of an honest man. It is attributed to
Bayard Taylor and titled “Fame”,
“Fame is what you have taken
Character’s what you give
When to this thought you waken
Then you begin to live”
The Grand Master also laid the
cornerstone of the Ebenezer Primitive
Methodist Church at the corner of Smith
and Ruggles Streets. He was assisted
in this by “His Excellency”, Governor
Russell Brown. It struck me that we
seldom hear our governors referred to
as “His Excellency” today. The Grand
Master and Governor were given
matching, engraved Silver Trowels to
commemorate the occasion.
In the year 1893, M∴W∴Rhodes visited
every lodge in the Grand jurisdiction and
several more than once, for a total of 53
visitations.
Think about that for a
moment – over 120 years ago, well
before the automobile, this man visited

In 1927 a new Masonic Lodge was
formed by 10 members of Harmony
Lodge for the purpose of holding their
meetings in the Hoxie section of
Warwick. The members of Harmony
Lodge voted that the name of this new
Lodge should be Rhodes Lodge. I can’t
imagine a more fitting tribute to
M∴W∴Rhodes and his family than to
have a Masonic Lodge named for them.
In closing, we go back to May of 1917
when M∴W∴Wilbur A. Scott concluded
the Grand Lodge eulogy for Most
Worshipful Elisha Hunt Rhodes as
follows, “He retained an active interest
in the affairs of Grand Lodge to the time
of his death and I was pleased to count
him as one of my warmest friends. I
believe that he approximated as nearly
my ideal of a true Mason as any man
that I have ever known”.
May we all be remembered so fondly.
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Call of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
for the State of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations
Brethren:
The Semi-Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted
Masons for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue,
East Providence, Rhode Island

Saturday, November 15, 2014
For the election of officers and the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it. Grand Lodge will open
promptly at 1:00 o’clock P.M. Masters and Wardens, or their proxies, are required to attend in business suits and to wear
their official jewels.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
MASONIC GRAND LODGE CHARITIES OF RHODE ISLAND, INC.
Saturday, November 15, 2014
During Grand Lodge Semi-Annual Meeting at approximately 2:00 o’clock P.M. in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue,
East Providence, Rhode Island:
Annual Reports of the Chairman, Treasurer and election of new members of the Board of Managers.
Attest:

Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr.
Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr.
Grand Secretary

Signed:

Wyman P. Hallstrom,III
Wyman P. Hallstrom, III
Grand Master

Masters and Wardens of Subordinate Lodges only are entitled to send proxies who must be members of the same Lodge.
CONSTITUTION, Article VII, SECTION 1.7.5: It is the duty of each Subordinate Lodge to be represented at Communications of the Grand
Lodge by its Master and the Wardens or by their proxies.
Printed proxy forms have been furnished to each lodge in the Jurisdiction, one of which will be filled in and signed by the officer who is
appointing the proxy (who must be a member of the same lodge and who shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges of his
constituent, except that of taking rank in the Grand Lodge.) The proxy form will also carry the seal of the lodge.

We will be voting on the election of one (1) member to the Executive Board, term to begin May 18, 2015.

Brother, Alan Reynolds is presented his 60-Year Scottish Rite Certificate by M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III,
Ill. Robert F. Ogg, Jr. -- Deputy for RI and Ill. Steven E. Smith -- Active for RI.

______________________________________________________________________________

(continued from Page 2, Grand Master’s Message)

They want substance, not gimmicks,
they recognize the importance of the
message in the ritual and how it differs
by presentation, and they want
informative programs that enrich their
experience and most importantly they
want social interaction with brethren.
We can offer all those things. We can
use Social Media to spread the word,
but it takes a firm handshake to
welcome a brother. These things are
missing in our daily lives. (If you doubt
me, try shaking hands with a co-worker
when you say good morning and look at
the expression of shock come over their
face, but in a lodge setting it is
expected.)
Next month we will be conducting our
Semi-Annual Communication and the
Fall Festival. The Junior Grand Warden
and I have worked on some exciting
changes to this event as well. It is a
Saturday night, but generally as soon as
the desert hit the table, the crowd made
for the exits like a fire drill. We got to
thinking that perhaps if we make the
event more of a night out, people will
stay longer and socialize. We also
wanted to provide an evening out for our
younger Masons with children at home,
to present an event worthy of hiring a
baby sitter for. To accomplish this, he
has tweaked the menu offerings and we
have hired a live band to come and play
at the end of dinner for dancing. They
are called 7-Day Weekend and they
have built a following playing a wide
range of music at a variety of venues in
South Eastern Massachusetts. They
are very talented and put on a show to
dance to, with a mix of pop, rock and R
& B music. Now it is up to the brethren
to decide if they will support this change,
try something new and stay for a party
implied in the word “FESTIVAL”, let’s
celebrate the beginning of the second
half of the year and kick off the holiday
season.
So my brothers, I hope I have offered a
good mix of discussable topics to help
move the Craft forward and also helped
bring you up to speed on what your
Grand Master has been doing and will
be doing in the future.
Worshipful
Masters will have to be on the lookout,
the Right Worshipful Grand Marshal and
I will be stopping in at several lodges to
say hello, take a few “selfies” for Social
Media, and generally to bring the office
to the brethren and most importantly,
enjoy some Masonic Fellowship.

National Camping Travelers
49th National Rally
By: Brother Ray Greer, PM
New England Masons and their families
th
participated in NCT’s 49 National Rally
held in Centre Hall, PA from July 20 -24.
District One New England had a strong
showing with 10% of the (130) Masonic
families who attended. Participants
came from as far away as California,
Texas, Florida and Ontario, Canada.
Highlights of the rally included a bus trip
to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in
Philadelphia, craft show, pet parade,
people parade, golf outing, seminars,
games and nightly entertainment. Let’s
not forget to mention plenty of good food
and fellowship!
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Rhode Island Grand Lodge
Youth Committee
Three events have been planned by the
committee for our Masonic Youth and
their friends. Each member is asked to
invite friends to each event and help to
build the membership of both DeMolay
and Rainbow.
First on the list is the annual hayride and
Halloween party, Saturday, October 18,
2014,
at
Friendship
Lodge
in
Chepachet. Come and join the fun!
Arrive between 5:00 and 6:00 PM with
hayrides beginning at 6:00 PM. Lots of
hot dogs, fruit, veggies, hot chocolate
and cider, and other snacks. Also, there
will be a story-teller upstairs for times
when you are not on the hayrides.
Costumes are optional. Each prospect’s
name will go in a drawing for a movie
theater package and each Rainbow Girl
or DeMolay Boy who brings a friend will
be able to enter a second drawing for
each friend that came with them for
another movie package. Lots of fun
planned. Please R.S.V.P. to Mike
Lawson,
Executive
Officer,
rhodeislanddemolay@gmail.com
or Lynn D. Gebler, Supreme Inspector,
lynngeb@aol.com
by October 12th and to make sure that
we have enough food and supplies for
these events.

District One New England won several
awards at the rally including; District
rd
Secretary of the Year, 3 place and
longest drive in the golf outing, 2nd place
st
in the Club History Book competition, 1
st
in dog tricks, 1 in Graphic Paper Crafts,
rd
st
3 place in the Parade and 1 in
Knitting.
NCT’s 50th Anniversary Rally will be
hosted by District One New England
and held in Essex Junction, VT from
July 26 – 30, 2015 at the Champlain
Valley Expo Center. Information and
Registration Forms are available at:
www.MasonicFamilyCampers.org
Please mark your calendars, register
early and bring your children and
grandchildren.

www.rimasons.org

Saturday, November 29th we hope to
have a star gazing night again. More
information will be sent to all Lodges,
Chapters, etc. as it becomes available.
Sunday, December 29th from 2:00-4:00
PM at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center
will be the annual Holiday Party. Set the
date aside for fun and friends. Bring the
whole family and lots of friends. More
information will be in the next issue of
the RI Freemason.
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International Order of
Rainbow for Girls

Ice Bucket Challenge

South Kingstown Assembly No. 6
International Order of the Rainbow for
Girls
is hosting a

Rainbow Girls Reunion
October 25, 2014 from 1:00 – 4:00 PM
Hope Masonic Center
64 Columbia St. Wakefield, RI
Once a Rainbow Girl, always a Rainbow Girl!
Please join us for some fun and to share some
memories.
th

RSVP by October 15 or for more information
contact:
Diane Miller
Ellen Hefler
dmiller581@cox.net
jande2577@verizon.net
401-792-8965
401-364-6551

Child Identification Programs
and Rhode Island DeMolay
Child Identification Programs, or “CHIP” events have taken hold
of DeMolay in the past few weeks! Though we are small in
numbers, we have managed to send volunteers to every single
recent event to help out the Masons and show our support for the
communities across Rhode Island. For the DeMolays, this has
been an opportunity for exposure, communication, and reaching
out to low-income communities through our work in CHIP events
at various housing projects. It has also strengthened our bonds
with the Masons, creating new familiarity and friendships across
our organizations that have long worked hand in hand. We
would like to believe that the presence of DeMolays at CHIP
events also makes it more fun and appealing for the children who
walk by our tables, since we are often of a similar age group. The
events we work on are always interesting and lively, with music,
games, and most importantly, food. I hope that we can continue
to increase the number of new faces we see at each event from
DeMolays and Masons alike. I look forward to seeing our sisters
in Rainbow join us.

A Look into Shrinedom
By: Brother & Noble, Domenic J. DiStefano
Putting one's cause before themselves, this is the ultimate goal of
Shriners International, aka Shriners. Our primary cause is
supporting 22 Burn and Orthopedic Hospitals located throughout
North America regardless of a families ability to pay. Locally, in
Rhode Island we are blessed to do much more. Through Shriners
of Rhode Island Charities Trust we are able to provide
therapeutic horse back riding for children with special needs and
much, much more.
I write this article to inform those who are not aware why our
organization is in existence. Fraternal fun was the purpose of our
organizational founding back in 1872. With the wild success of
the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in the
late 1800's among the Masonic Fraternity, this organization with
substantial money began to evolve. With polio and other
crippling diseases becoming prevalent among children, a
movement began to help these children. In 1922 Shriners
Hospital for Crippled Children was started in Shreveport, LA. Did
you know the foundation of that work began in Providence, RI
with our Palestine Shrine in 1919? Do you want to know more
about what the Shriners do or interested in pursuing membership
in our organization? Please contact the Shrine office at
401-467-7100 or contact myself, domenic@dbcri.com. Here is a
list of upcoming events at the Shrine, other Masonic events,
including parades, which I would encourage you and your
families to attend:
Wednesday, October 1st 5:30 – 8:00PM
Ladies Activities Group Fundraiser at
Charming Treasures 1197 Danielson Pike North Scituate
Sunday, October 12th
Columbus Day Parade
Atwells Ave. Providence, RI Noon start time.
Monday, October 13th
Woonsocket Autumnfest Parade
Diamond Hill Rd. Woonsocket. 9:30 AM
Sunday, October 26th
St John's Lodge Newport Game Dinner
35 Power St. Portsmouth $35.00 per person.
Wednesday, October 29th
RI Shriners Halloween Havoc Scavenger Hunt
7:30 PM $10.00 per person. Adults only.
Tuesday, November 11th
East Greenwich Veterans Day Parade 10:00 AM start time.

__________________________________________________________________

From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I want to thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue. Unfortunately,
we did not have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate, I have saved the
material for our next issue. As a reminder please submit your material for future issues
before the deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis. As the deadline
approaches there is less and less space available and your material may not be published
if received on or after the deadline date.
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RI Freemason
Deadlines
We are bringing the RI Freemason in
line with the Masonic Calendar of the
Grand Master's year, which runs from
May to May.

A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions;
•
•
•
•
•

Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files
Please no PDF files they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first
serve basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

The issues will be published as follows:
JUNE/JULY
Deadline: May 1st
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Deadline: July 1st
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Deadline: September 1st

Respectfully,
Brother, Richard Lynch
Editor:

R∴W∴Richard F. Lynch

Associate Editors:

M∴W∴Leon C. Knudsen, PGM
W∴Gerald T. Plemmons
Millie T. Hallstrom
Carol R. Plemmons

Editorial Advisor:

M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom Jr. PGM
R∴W∴Grand Secretary

DECEMBER/JANUARY
Deadline: November 1st
FEBRUARY/MARCH
Deadline: January 1st
APRIL/MAY
Deadline: March 1st
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Report from the Masonic Districts
METRO DISTRICT

R∴W∴Glenn S. Carlson, DDGM
Greetings from the Metro District.
Another summer has passed and it is time to focus on work in the
Masonic quarries. In the beginning of September Scott and I
joined Redwood Lodge for their meeting and installed the
remainder of officers that were unable to attend their Annual
Communication. We enjoyed ourselves on this evening for this
was also their Annual Steak-Fry.
This is probably one of the tougher articles to write being situated
right after most lodges are coming out of their summer hiatus and
going back to labor, which focused more on relaxing summer
cookouts and casual Masonic gatherings and now spinning 180
degrees and focusing on conferring degrees for their new
promising candidates. Remember that this is their first
impression of our Fraternity, make your efforts your best. What
becomes normal and routine to us, is new and exciting to them.
Try and see it through their eyes and make it something for them
to remember. "Freemasonry is like a vaccination, it does not take
unless properly administered."
Continuing Masonic education at each meeting should be the
norm. It is not just a business meeting, it should be a meeting for
increasing Masonic knowledge and giving us the tools to follow
the great tenets of our profession. Remember that just holding a
dues card does not make you a Mason.
Remember to subscribe to the Calendars on the RImasons.org
web site. Special events, meetings, CHIP events, Forums and
Workshops are updated on these calendars. The Grand Lodge
of Rhode Island also has a Facebook page and a new Twitter
(@RImasons) account. Many RI lodges have their own
Facebook groups also, to share their lodge information and
events. If you are on Facebook please add me as a friend and
send me a message to let me know what lodge you are a
member of. I will assist you on getting connected to pages and
groups of interest. I also look forward to meeting you in my
travels.
Please join Scott and me in the Metro District at these listed
events:
Official Visitation
Rising Sun Lodge No. 30 - October 24, 2014
Annual Installation
Overseas Lodge No. 40 - November 11, 2014
And lastly, here is another Toast I came across I thought you
may like to use when you are among brothers while breaking
bread or toasting a special get together.
A Masonic Toast
May ev'ry Mason RISE in the EAST,
find refreshment in the SOUTH,
and be so dismissed in the WEST,
as to find admission into the Middle Chamber
to receive the reward of a GOOD MAN.
Until next time Brethren,
Travel safe and with Light!

EAST BAY DISTRICT

R∴W∴Kenneth F. Poyton, DDGM
I am writing this message at the end of August and I must tell you
that it has been a great summer. I have had the opportunity to
attend various lodge events and get to know the brothers from
the East Bay District. I want to thank all the lodges for the
courtesies that have been extended to Michael and I this
summer. As I look at the Blue Book, I have either an installation
or an official visitation every month the remainder of this Masonic
year. I assure you, that I am looking forward to each one of
them. I have my red socks, red gavel and Michael has his red
baton. Ask him about it when you see him.
Below is my “official” schedule for October and November:
October 14, 2014
Washington Lodge No. 3 Annual Communication
November 28, 2014
St. Andrews Lodge No. 39 Annual Communication
NOTE: My official visitation to Adelphoi Lodge No. 33 has
been changed from October 7, 2014 to February 3, 2015.
GRAND LODGE SEMI-ANNUAL
I can’t believe that I am reminding you about the Semi-Annual
but I am.
th
Saturday, November 15 Grand Lodge will open at 1:00 P.M.
FALL FESTIVAL
Saturday, November 15, 2014
Imperial Room at Rhode Island Shrine
EDUCATION SECTION
Another excerpt from the “Masters Book” by Dr. Carl H. Claudy is
found in Chapter 3 titled; Duties of a Master.
This particular section deals with “Brotherly Love”.
How does a Master promote brotherly love? A question
impossible to answer except in general terms. But much may be
done by a “glad hand” committee of members or Past Masters.
The enthusiastic Master who wants happy meetings and can
inspire a committee with the same feeling, will soon see a
difference in the smiles of the brethren. We are simple-minded
animals, we humans, it does not take much to please us! We
respond easily to suggestion, and Masons especially, are usually
easy to please. Give us a cordial word of greeting, see that we
know by name the brother sitting next to us, ask us to sit with a
visitor to play host to him, suggest that we say a word to old Dr.
Brown, who is so deaf he can’t even hear himself talk, but who
has been in that same seat since the memory of man runneth not
to the contrary, and we respond as men always do respond to
leadership.
One of the delightful surprises, and they are many-which the East
provides, is the quick response of brethren to any attempt to
make them feel at home, or secure their help to make others
enjoy their evening. Brotherly love is not a tangible commodity.
We cannot touch it or weigh it, smell it or taste it. Yet it is a
reality, it can be created, it can be fostered, it can be made a
dynamic power. The Master who has it for his Lodge and his
brethren will find that lodge and brethren will give it back to him.
The Master to worried over the cares of his office to express
friendliness, need never wonder why his lodge seems so cold to
his efforts.
As has been written, to have friends we must be friendly.

____________________________________________________________________
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NORTHERN DISTRICT

R. Davis, Sr have the DeMolay Legion of Honor Degree
conferred on them.

Well, the summer has come to a very quick end and it is time to
get back to our Masonic work. I thoroughly enjoyed the summer
activities including the Grand Lodge Picnic and Lafayette’s
Smoker in August. Some functions I could not attend, as I have
been very active in my wife’s campaign for State Representative.
I apologize for not making it to other lodge summer outings.

September, October and November are indeed busy months in
the District. On November 15th, we have the Grand Lodge Semind
Annual Communication and Fall Festival and on November 22 ,
the Central District will be holding its mid-year organizational
meeting at Manchester Lodge. They will be preparing their
Lodges and the officers for the remainder of this Masonic Year as
well as the next.

R∴W∴Gary S. Kaufman, DDGM

By the time you receive this issue, the Grand Master will have
made his official visitation to the Northern District at Mt. Moriah
th
Lodge on September 5 . In addition, I installed the officers of
Friendship Lodge during a Semi-Public Ceremony on September
th
6 .
There are many fall lodge functions including annual
st
communications on Wednesday, October 1 and Friday,
th
November 7 , at Lafayette and Mt. Moriah Lodges respectively.
st
Lafayette Lodge will have their Annual and elections on the 1
and the Semi-Public Ceremony on Sunday, October 6th. I look
forward to meeting everyone this fall.

CENTRAL DISTRICT

R∴W∴Robert B. Ellston, DDGM

Keith and I have found ourselves truly welcomed in the Central
District and we look forward to continuing to advance the Craft
with you and through you in the community. Always present
yourself with dignity and honor to the fraternity.

SOUTHERN DISTRICT

R∴W∴Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM
Where did the Summer Go?
Well brethren by the time this reaches you we’ll be well under
way of another Masonic year. Where did the summer go, though
most lodges were dark, there were a few that kept working. One
being Charity Lodge as they hosted our Grand Master at his
official visitation to the Southern District.

Keith and I along with the brethren of the Central District send
our warm, fraternal greetings to all.
It seems like only yesterday that many of us were shuttering our
lodges in anticipation of enjoying the ‘lazy days of summer’, that
we might rest and refresh ourselves. Well Brothers, the summer
season has slipped by us all too fast and we can now look
forward to pursuing our quarry labors under those bright, crisp
days and cool nights of autumn. As Masons, we know that
autumn can be a busy time of year for those involved in the Craft
and this is certainly true here in the Central District, where all of
the Annual Meetings and Installations occur between the end of
September and the middle of November. Ionic and Manchester
Lodges held “split” Annuals with the elections being held on the
date required in their By-Laws and their Semi-Public Installation
portion taking place on the following Saturday evening. My
special thanks to M∴W∴Brad Barco who assisted in the
installation ceremonies at Ionic Lodge. It held special importance
to Brother Carlton Wood having you install him as Master.
Daylight Lodge and Harmony Lodge did not split their Annuals,
but held them on the day and time as stated in their respective
By-Laws. In every instance, I found the respective Masters and
Officers eager and excited to “rule and govern the Lodge” and
advance the Craft to the best of their abilities. Congratulations to
Brothers; Carlton Wood (Ionic Lodge No. 28), Roy Pruett
(Manchester Lodge No. 12), Raymond Aznavorian (Daylight
Lodge No. 48) and Steven Waxman (Harmony Lodge No. 9) on
your ascension to the “EAST”.
It was and is our intention, that Keith and myself will travel to the
various Lodges within the District (and maybe outside the District
as well) to observe the brethren “at work”. To this extent, I
‘visited’ Harmony Lodge this past summer when they held their
Master Mason Degree. I must say that all who participated did
an excellent job and that the ‘new’ Brothers were well instructed.
We also intend to be visiting our youth groups at their respective.
DeMolay and Rainbow meetings and events as schedules
th
permit. On September 14 , I was pleased to witness Brothers;
Steven Hart, Robert Kempf, James Ogilvie and M∴W∴Russell

There were over 100 brothers in attendance in a somewhat warm
day; but all went well. The meeting was held outdoors in a lodge
created from nature and quite unique, it was a genuine great
experience. I was pleased to report that the brethren of the
Southern District are working or preparing to work candidates for
the fall and all lodges are in fine shape. My brothers I must tell
you that a tip of the Top Hat goes to the Worshipful Master and
brethren of Charity Lodge for a fantastic BBQ.
The CHIPs program also continued its work during the summer.
My brothers it’s a good time to meet some new people and help a
cause that someday may save a life. It’s a few short hours for a
very long reaching benefit. Give it a try, you won’t be
disappointed.
Lastly, The Grand Lodge picnic was held and many were in
attendance with good food and fellowship. With our year just
beginning, I urge you to travel with us as I make my way through
the District. As Officers it is our duty to support each other. The
Master of Ceremonies and myself are looking forward to seeing
many of you at the Visitations and Annuals.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
By: Brother, Timothy Culhane
Greetings Brothers! After what seems to be a very fast summer,
we are about to embark upon another busy year at St. Johns
Lodge. First and foremost, let us wish the best for our new
Worshipful Master, Robert O’Brien. We all know that St. Johns
will continue to prosper under his leadership.
The first event of the summer was St. Johns Annual Steak Fry.
Attended by over 120 brothers, it was a resounding success.
The food was perfect, as was the atmosphere. All this was
topped off by the fellowship of the brothers together enjoying a
great meal, a few good drinks and some cigars. Kudos to the
Steak-fry committee who again delivered a spectacular
experience.
The family picnic was also a huge success. We were blessed
with a near perfect day and were also surrounded by many
brothers and families from other lodges attending their lodge
events. Overall, it was a great time and was a well-coordinated
and well-executed event under the direction of Junior Warden Bill
DeLuca. Thanks to many brothers for helping make the event a
wonderful time for the Brothers and their families and guests, as
well as some candidates who joined us that day.
Speaking of which, St. Johns Lodge is experiencing steady
growth, with a good number of candidates lined up to receive
their EA in October. Our November regular communication has a
program slated, that is yet to be announced. However, I suspect
it will be, as usual, something interesting and topical. Please feel
welcome and travel to St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence on the
third Wednesday of every month and join us. For St. Johns
Brothers who haven’t attended in a while, please come back. If
you can’t, please let us know how and where you are so that we
can keep in touch. You are sorely missed.

from the Master, Wardens and Brethren of St. Johns Lodge for
his dedicated service to the Lodge and to the Craft. Your efforts
are greatly appreciated, and I hope that, in time, I can fill those
giant shoes that you have left for me.

Washington Lodge No. 3
By: Brother, Robert Sinclair, P.M.
Darkness at Washington Lodge is a difficult thing to describe.
While we have had no regular meetings during July and August it
would be wrong to conclude that we have not been active. The
membership has been busy on many fronts. Fund raising and
chasing after possible grants to help us with the work on
preserving our historic Lodge building has occupied all the time
of a special group of officers. If any member knows of possible
groups to be approached for assistance PLEASE contact our
Master at 401-632-0725 or at Wylecote79@yahoo.com.
The main work being contemplated for the next year is the
renewal of the windows on the South side to be followed with
work on the others at a later date as funds become available.
Also on this year’s agenda is the restoration of the front door
which dates from before 1915. This portal has been showing “the
ravages of time” and is very much overdue for saving.
As a historic registered building the work can only be done in
accordance with historical preservation practices and so even the
smallest repairs are much more costly than for normal buildings.
After these projects have been accomplished we will be facing a
very costly next step the replacing of the clapboards on the entire
building. The porosity of these outside boards is very much the
cause of the deterioration of the wonderful murals on the lodge
walls.
At this point we would like to extend a grateful thank you to some
of the lodges of Rhode Island who have made generous
donations to our fund raising effort for the building. It is a
wonderful feeling to know that our RI Masonic family thinks that
our efforts are worthwhile.
For those who have not heard, July started with a big bang or
break when our Worshipful Master managed to break his leg just
below the Knee as he tried to come to the aid of another brother
th
at the 4 of July Bristol Parade. While the breaks were severe we
are pleased to report that he has made great progress and was
able to “gallop” up the stairs for our September meeting.
While many of our senior members have been involved with the
above projects, we have also managed a number of CHIP events
around the East Bay and further afield. These have been
accomplished once again by the help and support of our East
Bay volunteer group, many thanks to them. Our newest brothers
have done outstanding work in their support of our CHIP
program.

Recently Worshipful Master Bob presented brother Joseph
th
Netsel with his 60-year Masonic pin on the date of his 100
birthday. Happy birthday Brother Joe!
Finally, I wanted to make a personal note. As long as I can
remember, Brother Bob Mason, PM has been writing the news
from St. Johns Providence for the RI Freemason. He has
decided to hang up his reporter hat and I have donned it. To
Brother Mason, I want to extend a warm and heartfelt thanks

Some of our members attended the Charilty Lodge open air
meeting and Grand Master’s visitation in August and had a
wonderful time. The Grand Lodge Picnic with its new innovations
was enjoyed by a few of our brothers as well.
Once more we are pleased to announce that as we start up after
the summer recess we will be conferring the Fellow Craft degree
on our new candidates. Should any lodge need help with their
candidates Washington Lodge will be willing to assist and ask
you to get in touch with our Master.

________________________________________________________________

Friendship Lodge No. 7
By: Brother, Trevor Humphrey
On behalf of all the brothers of Friendship Lodge I would like to
start by wishing Right Worshipful Joseph Plante, a happy
retirement and a safe journey as he makes his way down to his
new home in Texas. Friendship Lodge hosted a farewell steak
th
fry for R∴W∴Joe on August 20 , which was filled with good
stories of days past and well wishes for the days to come. Thank
you to all those who helped make it a memorable night for Joe.
On Saturday, September 6th we held our 214th Annual
communication and elected brother Carlo Acquisto our newest
Worshipful Master. W∴Aquisto has big plans for the year and is
wasting no time getting started. He has organized officer
practices to ensure that we uphold our proud tradition of
exemplary ritual work. He has also set dates for all degrees,
fund-raisers, and other important events. Our golf tournament
th
was moved from July to September 7 at Crystal Lake Golf
Course. Once again it was a rousing success thanks to the hard
work of many brothers such as Ken Blanchard, Bill Remington,
and Worshipful Richard Barrows just to name a few. As always
we had a great day of golf, food, and general fun. We also held
th
our Entered Apprentice Degree on September 18 , where we
conferred the first degree on three outstanding new brothers.
Please remember to welcome are new brothers; Dennis
McSweeney, Keith Doucette and Kevin Gaulin. We can tell that
these three brothers will be a great asset to the lodge, as they
have all been very active in lodge activities throughout the
summer.
Looking to October and November we have our regular meeting
on October 4th with a program on the Roswell Incident of 1947
th
presented Brother Richard Lynch. October 18 we will be once
again hosting hayrides for the local community. At our meeting
st
on November 1 we will have a chicken dinner and a program on
Veterans. On Sunday, November 9th we will be hosting our
annual wine tasting at Bella Restaurant. As in years past there
will be a wonderful meal and many wines to be tasted, silent
auctions and raffles. As always this event is open to the public
and is a great way to introduce potential candidates to the Craft,
please contact the lodge for tickets and more information. We
will also host our most important event of the year our Special
th
Ladies Luncheon, on November 15 . We all know how important
it is to show support and love for our special ladies. If you can
help
in
anyway
please
contact
me
at
trevor.humphrey.84@gmail.com.

Franklin Lodge No. 20
By: Brother, Scott Bill Hirst
Upcoming Franklin Lodge events include monthly stated
rd
communications, a movie night on October 3 , a “Special Ladies”
th
program on Sunday October 26 and a Master Mason’s degree
th
on November 11 . Franklin Lodge meets on the second
Tuesday of the month at 20 Elm Street, Westerly, RI. Lodge
opens at 7:00 PM and is preceded by a dinner at 6:00 PM.
Should you desire to attend any of these events contact the
Worshipful Master Dan Rzewski at 401-595-5410.
The October 3rd movie night is scheduled for 7:00 PM and will be
a showing of the movie “The Freemason” starring Sean Aston.
The “Special Ladies” event will be held at the Richmond Country
Club located at 74 Sandy Pond Road, Richmond and will start at
1:00 PM. This event is held in conjunction with Charity Lodge
No. 23. “Special Ladies” are guests of the sponsoring lodges.
Others wishing to attend may purchase tickets from the lodge
Masters at a cost of $20.00 per ticket.
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This past summer back in July our Sentinel Brother Brett
Margraff organized a wine tasting event at the lodge that was
very successful. In August W∴Dan Rzewski hosted a cookout at
his home in Charlestown for those belonging to the various
organizations that meet in the lodge building.
Over the years since its charter was issued Franklin Lodge has
had a number of Masters with close family relationships to other
lodge members. I will focus on father and sons here:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

The first father and son combination was W∴Alonzo
Babcock, Master 1867 & 1868 and his son W∴Edward
H. Babcock, Master 1898 and 1899
W∴Neil H. Thorp, Master in 1970 was the son of
W∴Nelson H. Thorp, Master in 1947 and grandson of
Brother Howard E. Thorp, a well respected 50-year
member of the lodge.
Walter C. Hiscox and his son Byron M. Hiscox
Solomon C. Burdick and his son Carl Everett Burdick
Dr. Albert H. Spicer, Sr. and his son Albert H. Spicer,
Jr. and grandson Dr. Albert E. Spicer.
W∴Jerry I. Duhamel, Sr. (Franklin Lodge’s longest
serving Master) and his son W∴Jerry I. Duhamel, Jr.
and son-in-law W∴Timothy McLellen
Leverett F. Andrews, Sr. and his son W∴Leverett F.
Andrews, Jr. (current Musical Director) and grandson
W∴Brian E. Thorp

The Westerly Sun, local newspaper for the Westerly area, has
reported numerously on the activities of Franklin Lodge including
publishing articles focusing on the family relationships of its
members.
My article for the next issue will include more history on Franklin
Lodge and its members.

Hope Lodge No. 25
By: Brother, Tom Clune, Master
Greetings brethren from South Country! A quick thank you to all
those who attended the Hope Lodge Cigar Dinner in June. We
made $500 for “Operation Cigars For Warriors”. This money will
be used to defray shipping costs to our troops overseas. Hope
Lodge will be holding its Annual Communication and Installation
of Officers on Wednesday, October 8, 2014. Dinner will be at
6:00 PM and the lodge will open at 7:00 PM. This will be a closed
installation, so come out and support the officers for 2014-2015.
Remember to stop by this year to have your Masonic Passport
stamped, we are always looking forward to meeting and greeting
new brothers.

Ionic Lodge No. 28
By: Brother, J. Timothy Fitzhugh, P.M.
Ionic Lodge held its Annual communication on September 30,
2014. R∴W∴Carlton Wood was elected Master of the Lodge. He
is a Past Master from the year 2011-2012 and the members have
the greatest of confidence in him leading us through the next
Masonic year. All officers are prepared and anxious to assume
the next chair. The Semi-Public Installation of officers will be held
at the Masonic Lodge in Greene, Rhode Island on October 4,
2014.
Carl's wife Beth is making two kinds of lasagna; vegetarian and
traditional, with salad and bread for his installation, so please
remember brethren, to make reservations. The installation dinner
will be at 6:30 PM by reservation, call any officer. The installation
of officers will follow at 7:30 PM with R∴W∴Robert Ellston
performing the work of the evening.
(continued on page 14)
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(continued from Page 13, Ionic Lodge)

The first Masonic event I had ever attended was by invitation to
Barney Merry Lodge for R∴W∴Bob being installed as the Master
there by R∴W∴Ronald Simpson, District Deputy at the time
(M∴W∴Simpson, Grand Master 1998). The memory work
amazed me and now I’ll get to watch R∴W∴Bob perform it!
November is the month of Thanksgiving and W∴Carl is planning
to hold a "Pot Luck" style Thanksgiving dinner celebration.
December will be an early meeting and there will be a Christmas
Party at the Coventry Men’s Club. Details will be in the next
article if you would like to attend.

Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
By: Brother, Ronaldo Simoes, Master
Greetings, from your brothers at Roger Williams Lodge. Our
Masonic year is off to an exciting start as we conducted our
second Entered Apprentice Degree in September in true Roger
Williams style, and the officers did a great job. We are impressed
with the caliber of our candidates and are proud to call them
Brothers. At our October Meeting we invite our families to join us
for a presentation by the RI Special Olympics and a Martial Arts
demonstration by some of the Olympians. We are adopting the
RI Special Olympics as our designated charity this year and will
be participating in events to show our support.
We will be taking the “plunge” again this year and will be looking
for “Penguins” to join us on New Year’s Day and help raise funds
for this great charity.
In November we will be hosting an Italian Table Lodge and are
looking forward to a night of great food, excellent company and
lots of laughs. Our menu will consist of a traditional green salad,
Italian Wedding Soup, Antipasto, Ravioli, Chicken Marsala, Veal
& Peas and dessert. Tickets are on sale for $35.00 and
reservations can be made with me 617-429-9886 or
ronsimoes@ymail.com or through any of Roger William’s
Officers. We are looking forward to a great year, and hope you
will travel and spend some time with us!

Redwood Lodge No. 35
By: Brother, Michael Ponte, P.M.
On July 13th, we gathered for the Redwood summer cookout.
Our annual event hosted by our Master Jeff Saunders. It was
held at the Masonic Youth Park in Buttonwoods, for an afternoon
of fun and fellowship. Several brothers came a few hours early to
enjoy the pool with their families, and once meal-time arrived, our
membership stepped up. Many brothers and their families
brought a variety of dishes for us to feast upon, and feast we did.
Our Master manned the grill, and served up an avalanche of
flame grilled hamburgers and tasty hot dogs, with considerable
assistance from our Senior Deacon, Robert Goff, who made sure
that everyone was served and happy. Thanks go out to him and
all those who cooked, brought food, or just showed up to support
Redwood Lodge.
We were very pleased to have a contingent from Unity Lodge No.
148, of New Britain Connecticut, join us for the picnic. The visit
from our brothers from Connecticut have become one of the
newest and best traditions of Redwood Lodge. We shall definitely
be continuing our Masonic visits with them well into the future.
September brought the shorter days, cool nights, and as always,
the return of Redwood Lodge to labor. The Worshipful Master
presided over his first full meeting in the East. He is our first

“new” Master since 2011. After attending to the normal business
of the evening, we were honored to have our DDGM,
R∴W∴Glenn Carlson, in attendance. He was there to install 2
officers that were unable to attend our Annual Communication in
the spring. Brother Mike Rogovin, having missed due to the
duties central to being a new father, was installed as Junior
Deacon. Brother Jason Riffkin, who was residing in Spain for the
better part of a year, was installed as Sentinel. We welcome
these two fine brothers into the Redwood line. They are both
more than capable of carrying on our fine traditions. After the
meeting we retired downstairs for the 4th Annual Redwood Steak
Fry. This event was started in 2011 by W∴Kevin Catanzaro
during his first term of office. W∴Kevin, to our eternal gratitude,
lined up the caterer for the evening - il Fiornello restaurant, of
North Providence. The steaks were juicy and flavorful, the side
dishes were delicious, and the fellowship was superb.
In October we are planning on having guest speaker, Jessica
Goldstein, from “Sojourner House” give her presentation as part
of Domestic Violence awareness month. We look forward to
hearing of this fine organization and being informed on ways to
assist with those in need.
For more information, visit
www.sojournerhouseri.org.
Also planned for October is a presentation from the Redwood
Bylaws Committee. This committee has been working for 2 years
on updating the governing document of our lodge. A copy of this
document, approved by the committee, has been mailed to the
membership for review. We encourage all to come out to discuss
this important event for our Lodge. What form this document
takes will be the skeleton, the framework, of Redwood Lodge for
several decades to come. Your feedback is important. Please
attend
if
able,
or
send
questions/concerns
to
superponte@comcast.net
November is always a special month for Redwood. This is the
month of our Annual Table Lodge. The Master, being of “Emerald
Isle” descent, is planning an Irish themed dinner for the evening,
with Irish music to help set the mood. Not only Irish eyes, but
th
everyone’s eyes, will be smiling on November 10 . All reading
this article are welcome to attend, send an e-mail to
superponte@comcast.net and we will make sure there is a place
set for you.
As always, we look forward to seeing you in Lodge.

St. Andrews Lodge No. 39
By: Brother, Bill Gervais
St. Andrews Lodge will be hosting a blood drive (RI Blood
Center) on Sunday, October 12 from 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon at
St. Andrews Lodge, 18 Turner Avenue, Riverside RI.
Please join us for this important event. If you have any questions
please call 401-595-2009.

Overseas Lodge No. 40
By: Brother, Michael J. Gardiner, Jr., Master
I am happy to report that the lodge has continued to experience
positive events throughout the summer. Our Senior Warden,
W∴Manny Lewis is finally out of the rehabilitation facility and is
now continuing his recovery at home. This is a testament to his
toughness and spirit. Thank you brothers for all of your thoughts
and prayers. Please continue to pray for him and his family while
he continues the healing process. I know W∴Manny can't wait to
get back to lodge and we can't wait to have him back.
(Continued on page 15)
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I know W∴Manny appreciates all the support he has had from
his brothers. It would be great to see him in lodge again soon!
Our newest brothers have continued to make progress in their
degrees. In fact, by the time you read this article, we should
have three Fellow Craft brothers preparing for the Master Mason
degree! In October, we will have a step-up night where our
officers will assume the positions that they may be elected or
appointed to at our Annual Communication in November. One of
our new affiliate members this year, W∴Joe Bennett has been
filling in as Senior Warden while W∴Manny has been recovering
from his ordeal. W∴Joe has graciously agreed to continue to the
East as the next Master of Overseas Lodge if elected. I can tell
you his help has been invaluable this year. Our Color Guard are
looking forward to the Grand Lodge wreath laying on Veteran's
Day along with our own traditional toast to those all those who
are serving or have served. W∴Bennett also has a great day
and evening planned for our Annual and Banquet after the
meeting.
Overseas Lodge has had a good response to its call for line
officers as well. Things are moving in a positive direction, but we
still have a little ways to go. If you have been contemplating
affiliation with Overseas Lodge and you still want to be a part of
this exciting time of growth, our offer to take care of your dues is
still on the table brother. As I have said before, this is a multiyear process and in order to build the stability of the line, we
need more brothers willing to step into line if needed. Even if the
line is full, and at this point it isn't, we all know how life can throw
us curve balls and brothers in line may be forced to drop out for
one good reason or another. I hope you will consider coming and
being a part of a great team of officers and members.
As always, if there are any other brothers who are currently
serving or are honorably discharged veterans, and would like to
affiliate with our historic lodge, please visit our website at
www.overseaslodge.com and click on "Contact" at the top to ask
for your application. You may also call our secretary W∴Marcus
Channell at 401-739-5468 and request that an application be
sent to you. Also, if you know someone who is currently serving
or an honorably discharged veteran who is interested in applying
to take his degrees, you can obtain an application on our website
by clicking on "Membership App" at the top right hand side of our
website.
“In essentials unity, in non-essentials liberty, and in all things
charity brothers.”

“10K By The Bay”
Seeks Volunteers & Participants
By: R∴W∴Stephen T. McGuire, S.G.W.
th

th

On Saturday, October 18 the 4 Annual ‘10K By The Bay’ road
race will start and finish at the Masonic Youth Center on Long
Street in Warwick. This is a wonderful way to spend an autumn
morning at our beautiful Youth Center. In addition to 10K race,
this year there will be a 5K race and a 5K walk to help combat
dyslexia. The 5K and 10K courses are professionally measured
and certified by USA Track & Field. Timing and scoring are also
accomplished using the most accurate and professional
methods. The walk begins immediately after the race and many
walkers obtain pledges from sponsors to increase their donations
to this worthwhile cause. Every runner and walker will receive a
T-shirt displaying the logo of our generous corporate sponsors.
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They also receive grilled hamburgers and hot dogs at the
conclusion of the race/walk.
This event is to benefit the Children’s Dyslexia Center of Rhode
Island. The learning center is the primary charity of the Scottish
Rite Valley of Providence. Students afflicted with Dyslexia are
tutored, free of charge, using the Orton-Gillingham approach to
remedial reading. This method is one of the oldest and most
effective ways of overcoming the reading and spelling difficulties
encountered by children afflicted with dyslexia. This program,
which is unique in Rhode Island and nearby Massachusetts, also
trains the tutors in the Orton-Gillingham method. This training,
which takes more than 150 hours to complete, is also provided at
no cost. Since opening in April 2001, our Center has provided
services to nearly 200 students with a documented success rate
of nearly 100%. The costs of services provided to each child are
in excess of $5,000.00 per year.
Last year’s event
drew about
150
runners and 60
walkers.
We are
expecting
even
more this year. Our
course is flat and
fast, our t-shirts are
first rate and we
provide
excellent
refreshments.
Needless to say, we
are gaining an outstanding reputation among the running
community. Accommodating this many participants is no small
undertaking. We need volunteers to register runners/walkers,
hand out T-shirts, man water stations, cook and serve
refreshments. We need to place people at approximately 50
places along the course route to ensure runners do not stray off
and lose precious time. We need runners to bring times from the
finish line to the scorers so times can be posted ASAP after the
race. If nothing else, come out and cheer the runners as they
approach the finish line. Hand them a cool bottle of water and
you’ll be glad you did as that always brings a smile to their faces.
All volunteers will be welcome to join us for refreshments.
If you (or a friend) are a runner or a walker, come out and show
us how it’s done. To obtain a Flyer for pre-registration, (or to
begin getting pledges) call the Learning Center @ 401-781-7953
or the Scottish Rite Office @ 401-461-2480. Or contact Maureen
or Steve McGuire as directed below. The schedule for October
th
18 is as follows:
7:30 AM - Park Gates Open
8:00 AM - Registration Begins
10:00 AM – 5K & 10K ‘By The Bay’ races start
5K Walk begins immediately after
11:45 AM – Awards & Refreshments
Anyone who would like to participate, or is willing to help in any
way should contact Steve or Maureen McGuire either by phone
or e-mail the contact methods listed below: If you need a flyer or
a walker’s pledge form leave your name and address and one
will be mailed to you. The McGuires’ home phone number is 401884-5266. Maureen’s home e-mail address is mcguire5@cox.net
and Steve’s is stevemc007@cox.net.
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Grand Commandery of MA/RI
Grand Commander’s
Message
October 2014
How quickly the sands of time flow; for it
was just a year ago when I was elected
and installed as Grand Commander of
the only two state jurisdiction in the
Grand Encampment. Together with the
other Grand Officers installed that
afternoon, we have worked diligently on
behalf of each Sir Knight, each
Commandery
and
our
Grand
Commandery, in the hopes of ending
the year in better shape than which we
started. We hope you have had a
chance to take part in some of our many
events this year and honestly feel that
we have exceeded your expectations
while renewing your interest in
Templary.
Templary is alive and well in our
jurisdiction, thanks to the efforts of our
faithful Sir Knights, who continue to live
each day, and give of themselves, as a
Christian Soldier of Christ. It is this love
for Templary, which shines through to
our candidates and captivates others to
join our ranks. Through your efforts we
have had the first year of positive growth
in our jurisdiction for many, many years.
Thank you, Sir Knights, for turning the
tide and a Job Well Done!
There are many Sir Knights in our
jurisdiction who travel often and/or live
in another state, making it difficult to
attend Commandery meetings and
functions. I was very pleased to see
one such Sir Knight this summer. He
told me he is living out of state and only
gets back to RI in July and August
making it impossible to attend any of the
meetings. Since there are many Sir
Knights who will be unable to attend the
Annual Conclave in October, please
accept my sincere thanks for your many
years of service and contributions to
Templary. While we may not see you
often, we look forward to the time when
we shall meet again.
Now is the time for change and over the
past year we have changed our Grand
Commandery for the better and with the
help of the Long Range Planning
Committee (which for the first year is
now comprised of the entire line of
Grand Officers) we will continue to
change and shape it for the years to
come. As we have our Annual Conclave

__________________________________________________________________
and Installation of Officers, I wish
continued success to my successor Sir
Knight Richard Seychew and the entire
line of Grand Officers, as they continue
to improve our Grand Commandery.
Carolina, Hirumcito, Matias and I have
had a very fun summer and we hope
you have as well. I am blessed with a
wonderful family and thank Carolina and
H&M for all of their undying support,
they have been amazing! God Bless!
Hirum A. Jamiel, II,
Grand Commander

RI Grand Assembly
International Order of
Rainbow for Girls

The Friday night will end with a big
birthday cake and ice cream and the
party will be hosted by the JGEC.
We are still selling gift cards. We receive
a percentage of each card ordered
although if you order a $100 card you
pay $100. Remember that the holidays
are coming and we would love your
support. Please contact Mrs. Donna
Fox, GEC, at 401-738-9222 for more
information and to send checks in. We
will be presenting at least one Order a
month between now and Christmas.
You may see the list of cards on the
www.scrips.com web site.
Looking forward to seeing you all at
some of our events.

By: Lynn Gebler, Supreme Inspector

We had a great time doing face painting
at the Masonic Family Picnic in August
and appreciate the friendship shown to
us by all in attendance. Our first Grand
th
Officer’s Day was held August 16 at
the Scottish Rite Masonic Center. We
initiated one new member and were
pleased to have the Most Worshipful
Grand Master, the Worthy Grand Matron
and Worthy Grand Patron there to
witness this great afternoon. The
afternoon ended with some of our girls
and adults taking the ice bucket
challenge for ALS. (see page 8)
We are looking forward to doing a
special presentation at Eastern Star
Grand Chapter on Saturday morning,
October 11th, about 11:30 AM. Hope
many of you will be there. We are also
looking forward to the hayride and
Halloween party being planned by the
th
Youth Committee for October 18 at
Friendship Lodge. Please bring your
sons and daughters that night. They
might like to join either Rainbow of
DeMolay. More information available
from the Youth Committee (see page 7).
Also, plans are in the works for a star
th
gazing party on November 29 and the
th
holiday party on December 29 . Make
plans to join us at any or all events.
Please note that our Grand Assembly
date has changed and that our 2015
Grand Assembly will be July 17-19,
2015 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. This
change of date will allow us to have all
of our activities in the Plaza Ball room
and not have to move our banquet.
Mark us on your calendar. This is our
th
Grand Assembly, our 90th
75
anniversary of Rainbow in RI, and our
th
20 year at the Crowne Plaza Hotel.
Please come join us for the festivities.

Attention
All Lodges,
Concordant Bodies
and Officer Forums
If you meet at the Grand
Lodge building you are
requested not to park on the
left side of Alice Street. Our
neighbors have complained
that because of the parking
they are having trouble
exiting their driveways during
our meetings. We want to
respect their wishes and be
good neighbors. Please park
only on the right side of the
street or in our parking lot.

S

_______________________________________________________________
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Fall Festival
Banquet
Announcement
A Special Message from the
Junior Grand Warden
Dear Brethren,
It
is
time
for
our
Semi-Annual
Communication and the Fall Festival
Banquet announcements. The issue I am
addressing is table reservations. Many of
the lodges and individual brethren enjoy
sitting together with either their lodge or
their social group. To avoid any confusion
and to help assure pleasing as many
brethren a possible, I have formulated a
format that will give everyone the proper
way to secure a table reservation.
Reservations will be for tables of 8 or 10
guests only. All others guests will be
open seating.
The table must bear a name of a lodge
or brother hosting the table.
That reservation must accompany a
single check for the full amount of the
reservation, as the Grand Lodge Office
cannot keep track of several checks to
match to a particular table request.
No table will be reserved until the check
for the reservation is received in Grand
Lodge Office on or before the cutoff
date.
All requests for table reservations must
be emailed to the Junior Grand Warden
to keep track and relay the reservation
to the Imperial Room. The Junior Grand
Warden will coordinate the reservation
with the Grand Lodge Office and your
payment.
This year for your entertainment and
dancing, there will be a “live band” after
dinner. In the event of a greater capacity of
guests than the Imperial Room can hold,
seating can overflow into the McIntyre
Room. If you wish to be away from the
band, you may request the McIntyre Room.
If you have any questions, please feel free
to call or email me.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation
in this matter. I know we will have a great
time!
R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, JGW
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ANNUAL CONCLAVE
OCTOBER 24-25, 2014
CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL
801 GREENWICH AVENUE WARWICK, RI 02886
Annual Banquet
Friday Evening, October 24, 2014
Annual Conclave
Saturday Morning, October 25, 2014
Installation and Church Service
Saturday Afternoon, October 25, 2014

Contact Robert Corr for Reservations:
S.K. Robert C. Corr,P.C. No. 16, Grand Recorder
Office: 186 Tremont Street, Room 405
Boston, MA 02111-1003
Toll Free – 866-426-1973
E-Mail: yorkriteboston@gmail.com

Veteran’s Day
‘Come One Come All Breakfast ’

November 11, 2014
Mt Vernon Lodge No.4
1515 Ten Rod Road
North Kingstown, RI
From Route 4 take 102 N. towards the Veteran’s
Cemetery and we are ½ mile on the right.

Robert J. Allen
Medical Equipment
Distribution Center
If you are in need of medical equipment or have equipment you
would like to donate contact: M∴W∴Robert Allen, PGM on the
Medical Equipment Center at: 401-451-0184 or at 401-246-0865.
You can also email us at:
rifreemason@rimasons.org

Join us for Breakfast before the wreath
laying ceremony at the
Veteran’s Cemetery

Menu:
Eggs, Bacon,Sausage
Home Fries
Toast, French Toast
Serving 8:30 – 9:30 (maybe later)

The Distribution Center is open on Fridays
from 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Located at 116 Long St. Warwick, RI

Donations Welcomed!

________________________________________________________________
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Are you a New England Institute of Technology Alumnus, Student, Past or
Present Faculty or Staff ?
Is somebody in your family ? Do you know of a Brother outside of RI who has a
connection to NEIT ? If so, I want to hear from you!
My name is Timothy Culhane.

Please let me know! Contact me at timculhane@verizon.net

I am the Senior Warden at St. Johns No.1Providence, and an Associate
Professor in the IT department at New England Institute of Technology,
proudly serving the college and our important mission for 15 years.

Let me know:

New England Tech is growing. We have a new campus. We are
expanding with new infrastructure and buildings. We are offering new
programs including Graduate Degrees.
Today, as one of the leading accredited technical and business
colleges in New England, NEIT takes great pride in knowing that the
thousands of students who have graduated from New England Tech
have the skills necessary for a successful career, and in making a
better life for themselves and society. NEIT also takes great pride in
the men and women who have helped these students reach their goals
and dreams.
I am very interested in connecting or reconnecting with Freemasons
who have attended, graduated or worked at the College.
There seem to be many of us, and I would really like to hear from you!

Scottish Rite Valley of Providence

Who you are and your lodge?
If you were faculty or staff, when did you work at NEIT and what did
you do?
If you are a graduate, what was your technology?
If you are a current student, what is your technology?
What are you doing now?
Any contact information you are willing to share; email address,
phone number, or mailing address.
Is it ok to share this information with the Alumni Association at NEIT?
If you want to know more about the Alumni Association at New
England Tech, feel free to contact Joan Segerson, Director of
Development at jsegerson@neit.edu or you can visit the College’s
website at www.neit.edu for more information.
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue
East Providence, RI 02914-4556
Telephone: 401-435-4650
Fax: 401-435-4423
Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org
rifreemason@rimasons.org
Web Site: www.rimasons.org
Grand Lodge Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
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