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Brother Wyman P. Hallstrom, III
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Happy Summer Greetings,
As this message will be reaching your door in the first week of
August, we will be halfway through our summer program. The
first of my Official District Visitations will be completed in the
Southern District at Charity Lodge. This is scheduled to be the
first ever outdoor visitation, and try as I might I cannot find where
the crystal ball went, so no matter the weather, I am sure the
great brethren of the Southern District will have had a day
planned for us befitting this attempt at history.
In just a few weeks of this issue’s arrival, we will be having our
Annual Grand Lodge Picnic. Again we are trying to mix things up
a bit and offering a new and exciting menu. Grand Lodge is
picking up a portion of the tickets on this event, in order to keep
the price reasonable for a family. Also, by using an outside
caterer, we are able to allow more brethren to spend time
socializing with their families and each other, instead of having to
cook, serve and clean up. There are so many cookouts this time
of year, and we can all get tired of hamburgers and hot dogs, so
it is my hope that BBQ pork and chicken will be a nice change of
pace and prod everyone to come down to our beautiful Masonic
Youth Center and enjoy a relaxing day together. I hope to see
you there.
The first several weeks as Grand Master are hectic to say the
least. The emotions of the Grand Lodge Annual and Banquet
barely get a chance to settle before I had the opportunity to visit
lodges and concordant bodies. I had the privilege of representing
you at the Grand Lodge sessions of Quebec and Vermont, and
the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, and was very well
received. I sent the Deputy Grand Master, R∴W∴Raymond E.
Hassell, to Nova Scotia and Past Grand Master, M∴W∴Russell
R. Davis, Sr. to the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin. It is an honor for
our jurisdiction to be invited to attend at another, and in all cases
I will try to go or send a representative. It still strikes me as odd
when a jurisdiction does not have representation. Sometimes it
is because the jurisdiction only allows for certain substitutions. I
have had to respectfully decline a few that did not allow for
representatives, mainly because we had things happening here.
I am proud to be your Grand Master, and as long as there is an
opportunity to represent Rhode Island Freemasonry, whether in
or out of the state, I will always take that opportunity and promote
our success and look for answers to our challenges. All
jurisdictions face similar issues, and sometimes a conversation
will inspire a new idea and at the very least a bit of education. I
think the biggest Masonic secret of them all, is how to be in two
places at once. If I figure it out, you will be the next to know.

So how did you like the extra edition of the RI Freemason?
When we had a monthly publication the Grand Master’s Address
came out in June and the Semi-Annual Report came out in
December, but when it was switched to bi-monthly, the
messages got bumped to July and January, two months after
they were given at Grand Lodge. Perhaps I am a bit one sided
in my feelings on this, but I always looked at the Grand Master’s
address in particular as the road map or vision for the year. It
projects out the intentions, programs and changes that may be
made, and by the brethren receiving it in July, when most lodges
are dark, it becomes a back-burner, old news piece. While this
change will only get my Semi-Annual Report to you quicker, it will
help our next Grand Master deliver his message to you, the
reader, much sooner than before.
In coming up with this message, I wanted to avoid making this a
travel log, and a promotional piece for the upcoming activities, so
I covered that in as short a space as possible. In balance, I want
to put forth some other ideas that I hope will get brothers to think
and discuss some issues I see as pertinent. This issue, I want to
talk about Charity in the spirit of relieving distressed brethren,
supporting our internal not-for-profits, and of course, our less well
off members of our Masonic Family. Recent events in my
family’s personal lives, during the final writing of this piece, has
had a way of changing my focus a bit. I still feel like we need to
have a discussion on our priorities when it comes to fund raising,
donating, and supporting our groups versus big secular charity
groups, but the relief I recently received is very worthy of
attention.
On June 26th, my sister-in-law Debbie passed away after a short,
horrible battle with cancer. Because of the severity of the illness,
it was inevitable, but her health seemed to deteriorate rapidly and
she was gone much sooner than we expected. The outpouring
of support from the members of our Masonic family was
overwhelming. The emails, Facebook posts, cards and visitors to
the wake, gave us support and strength when we needed it most.
Many of the members of our extended family do not have the
level of Masonic interaction that we are accustomed to, so when
so many members of our Masonic family came to the wake and
expressed condolences to a family they had never met, it was
curious to say the least. I was proud to tell them that every one
that came through the line and told them, “I don’t know you, but
we’re friends of Diane and Chip and we’re sorry for your loss”
really meant it. There is a genuine care that we have for one
another and that extends beyond to our families as well.
(continued on page 5, column 2)
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Grand Lodge of Vermont F. & A.M.
Presents the Philip C. Tucker Medal to
M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr., P.G.M.
At the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Vermont on
June 11, 2014, M∴W∴Wyman (Skip) Hallstrom, Jr. was presented
the Philip C. Tucker Medal for meritorious service to Freemasonry.
This medal, much like our Champlin Medal is presented each year by
the Grand Lodge of Vermont to a brother who has shown exceptional
service and dedication to the Craft. M∴W∴Skip has been a long
time friend and supporter of all Vermont brothers and has been duly
recognized. Please extend your congratulations to M∴W∴Skip next
time you see him.
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Traveling with Rhode Island York Rite
and the Grand Commandery of
Knights Templar of MA & RI
By: Sir Knight, Hirum A. Jamiel, II Grand Commander
Recently many of our York Rite Companions and Sir Knights
joined our Massachusetts Brethren at various degree conferrals
and services. Below is a few images of our travels.
Ascension Day Service

Phillip C. Tucker Medal
Phillip C. Tucker 1800 -1861
Phillip C. Tucker was born in Boston, Massachusetts on January 11,
1800 and was educated in the public schools. By Tucker’s own
admission, he was an inept student. Due to illness in the family, at
age 11 he was taken from school and apprenticed to Mr. Benjamin
Wells. One year later his employer moved to Virginia and young
Phillip was without a job until 1815 when Wells moved to Vergennes,
Vermont to start an iron works. He sent for Phillip to join him, thus it
was that he came to Vermont.
This venture closed in one year; all employees were released except
young Phillip who was placed in charge of an iron store, saw mill,
grist mill, and three farms with thousands of acres of land, a large
responsibility for a boy of sixteen. When the iron works closed,
young Tucker wrote these lines of his life during those times, “As I
served without wages during my minority, I was poor enough when it
expired. My employer gave me twenty-five dollars on that occasion,
and I had saved from my allowance of pocket money eight dollars
and a half. Of these sums, I sent my sister fifteen dollars to pay my
mother’s funeral expense, ten dollars to my only brother, who then
needed it more than myself. Five dollars I spent in entertaining my
friends, and with three dollars and a half in my pocket, entered a law
office and commenced the sober study of law.” On December 24,
1824 he was admitted to the bar as an attorney and councilor at law.
Phillip Tucker wasted no time after reaching his 21st birthday. The
old records of Dorchester Lodge No. 3 reveal that Phillip C. Tucker
was raised a Master Mason on November 9, 1821. The records also
record that he was elected Junior Warden in 1821 and Worshipful
Master in 1842, an office he held for 25 years. Also, in 1824 he was
elected Grand Junior Deacon of the Grand Lodge of Vermont; in
1826 he was elected Grand Senior Deacon. In 1827 he was elected
Grand Junior Warden and in 1829 was elevated to Deputy Grand
Master and held this office until 1847 when he became Grand
Master, an office he held until his death, April 10, 1861.

Boston Commandery – Order of Malta

York Rite Unity Night
Boston

Most Commanderies in our jurisdiction take the months of July
and August off and I hope the Sir Knights and their ladies are
able to do the same and enjoy this beautiful weather. Your
Grand Commandery remains hard at work.
(continued on Page 5)
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The Wait Boston Road Marker
By: R∴W∴Richard F. Lynch, Editor

I travel around quite a bit!
Being interested in history,
archaeology, Masonry, I always have my eyes open for new
things and sites and anything related to my interests. I always
travel with a camera so that I might share my discoveries with
others. Prior to my retirement last year, business required that I
be in western Massachusetts on a regular basis. I always look at
historical monuments in my travels. I remember on many
occasions driving down State Street in Springfield and looking at
the several historical markers that lined almost the entire length
of the road. Most of these marked battles, skirmishes, or people
related to the Revolutionary War. State Street, which was
formerly known as Boston Post Road, was traveled by
Revolutionary War soldiers and visitors to Springfield, that
included George Washington and Ben Franklin. I remembered
that there was a small stone monument that was right on the side
of the road at the corner of State and Federal streets. Traffic and
time limitations prevented me from investigating further but I
knew at some time I would be back to check it out.

Knocks it shall be opened.” Below the door on a ribbon is
inscribed, “Tus Est Sua Merces” which roughly translates, “Virtue
is its own reward.”. On the bottom third of the monument is
inscribed:
Boston Road
This Stone is Erected
by Joseph Wait, Esq.
of Brookfield
For the benefit
of Trav llers
AD 1763

It just happened that a couple of
weeks ago I had reason to be in
western
Massachusetts,
and
I
planned to follow up on a couple of
sites that I had always wanted to get
back too. I remembered that solitary
standing stone on the side of the road
and returned to finally investigate it.
Much to my surprise, the stone I
remembered looked better than what I
recalled from the window of a moving
car! I was astonished to see that this
was actually a Masonic Monument!

It seems that a brother,
Joseph Wait was returning
from Springfield to his home
in Brookfield when he was
caught in a blinding blizzard
and had lost his way. The
year was 1763. Brother Wait
nearly died in his journey but
he made a promise to himself
that if he survived that he
would erect a marker that
might help future travelers
avoid getting lost at this junction of the road. He made good
on his promise, and this very
marker would help guide the
future Minutemen to Boston
during the Revolutionary War.
What you see today, as the monument, is a replica of the original
stone, which is now housed in the nearby Springfield Armory
Museum. The National Park Service removed the stone and
placed an exact replica in its place in 2010. The weather and
elements had taken its toll after more than 340 years standing in
the same place.
The top of the stone depicts the entrance to the “Temple” with 7
stairs ascending to the door. Pillars are placed on both sides of
the entrance. The Sun, the Moon and the Blazing Star appear
above the arch over the door. The arch is surmounted with an
eagle’s head. On the arch is carved an inscription partially
destroyed, “Pulsanti (Aperietur)” which, translates “To him who

History appeals to everyone. If in your travels you come
upon similar sites, please take a picture and share your
discovery. I hope if your travels bring you to Springfield,
Massachusetts, you will stop to see the monument.

Attention all Rhode Island
Blue Lodges
The Grand Lodge Library and Museum seeks to archive the
historical records, ledgers, membership registers etc., of all RI
Lodges past and present. If your lodge records are improperly
stored or scattered among members, please consider having
them archived at Grand Lodge. Here they will be preserved,
organized and made available to any member or anyone who
wishes to research the history of your lodge. Arrangements can
be made to pick them up or you can make an appointment to
drop them off.
Please contact R∴W∴Richard Lynch, Curator/Librarian for
more information at:
hstrclrsch@ aol.com or rifreemason@rimasons.org

______________________________________________________________
(continued from Page 3, York Rite )

The Long Range Planning Committee
under the stewardship of Sir Knight,
Richard Seychew has been meeting
vigorously
to
implement
your
suggestions made during our Town Hall
Style meetings.
The committee will provide current and
future Grand Commandery line officers
a guide to what is expected for each
office.
The First Contact Program which was
implemented this year by Sir Knight
James Stone and is now being rolled
out to other divisions for the coming
years.
A Traditional Observance Commandery
has been developed and is being rolled
out by Sir Knight Richard Van Doren
and Sir Knight Glenn Cunningham.
Please contact any of these Sir Knights
if you would like to learn more about
these programs and contribute to their
development.
Fifteen years from now, who will be our
Grand Commander? It might be you. If
you are interested in a leadership
position, we welcome you to take part in
a two-day leadership program designed
at developing the next great leaders.
The 2014 Northeast York Rite
leadership Conference is scheduled for
September 5-6, 2014 in Manchester,
New Hampshire. Contact the Grand
Recorder or any Grand Officer for
details.
Social networking has made a dramatic
impact on our society and thanks to the
efforts of Sir Knight Nathan Ulrich, you
can now like us on Facebook and follow
us on Twitter by clicking on these links
on the Grand Commandery web page.
On Sunday August 24th RI York Rite is
hosting a special gathering of Brothers,
Companions and Sir Knights along with
their Ladies so we can introduce York
Rite to those who have not yet had an
opportunity to discover it. This is a
casual gathering with special hors
d'oeuvres provided by our
Most
Illustrious Grand Master Charles Igo and
Lady Janet. Please make every effort to
attend and bring a Brother and his lady
for an afternoon of fun and relaxation.
I hope you and your family having an
amazing summer!
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(continued from Page 2, Grand Master’s Message)

I have often said that it is the
unexpected interactions we have with
each other that make the biggest
impact. On Friday night, our Grand
Worthy Advisor, Christina Longo posted
a picture on Facebook of her name
badge
at
Massachusetts
Grand
Assembly. Next to it was a RI DeMolay
pin and my Grand Master’s pin, “the
wheel”. When someone mentioned it
was nice to see, her response of love
and support for me, Dad Lawson, and
M∴W∴Davis, was the boost I needed
after a really bad few days. Christina
was not a friend of mine on Facebook at
the time; I only saw it because I was
tagged by a mutual friend, so she did
not do it for me to see it directly, only
because of the genuineness of her
feelings. I guess the message I hope
we all take away from this, is that we
should all take the opportunities given to
us to do something nice for each other,
especially when it seems like the
smallest thing. We just never know how
meaningful it is to the other person.
Love each other, love the Craft and our
Masonic Family and be the best
example of it and the whole world will
want to be part of it.
Fraternally,
Wyman P. Hallstrom, III
Grand Master

International Police
Square Club
Rhode Island Chapter No. 1
On June 25, 2014, our M∴W∴President
Bradford L. Barco presented a $750.00
donation to the Scottish Rite Learning
Center. The Police Square Club raises
funds from its charitable efforts during
the course of the year and is pleased
and proud to donate to a very worthy
cause such as the Learning Center.
The check presentation was made
during the Scottish Rite Class Dinner
and was accepted by Ill. Robert F. Ogg,
Jr., the Deputy for the Valley of
Providence. Ill. Ogg thanked President
Barco and all the members of the Police
Square Club of Rhode Island for their
generous donation.
All the members of the Rhode Island
Chapter No.1 of the International Police
Square Club look forward to many more
years of making donations to the
Learning Center.

Masonic History in Motion
By: Daniel A. Bochard, MPS
Published 1979 in the “Philalethes”
Tuesday, October 10, 1978, Masonic
history occurred. This was the seventyfirst consecutive year that the brethren
of Bellingham Bay Lodge No. 44
F.&A.M. (Bellingham, Washington) have
visited King Solomon Lodge No. 17 A.F
& A.M. in New Westminster, B.C.
(Canada).
On October 25, 1907, the first group of
members of King Solomon visited
Bellingham Bay. Later, Bellingham Bay
visited King Solomon. Every year since,
King Solomon Lodge has journeyed to
Bellingham Bay Lodge in the spring, and
Bellingham Bay Lodge has traveled to
King Solomon Lodge in the Fall.
During the early years of this exchange,
the roads were not in good condition. It
was difficult to depend on automobiles.
The earliest transportation was the
railway system (The Great Northern
Railway). Due to the expense involved,
it was necessary to rely on regularly
scheduled runs. This meant that the
evening's festivities needed to end in
time to allow the visitors to catch the
train. In 1908, the toasts were running
behind schedule. It was evident the
members of Bellingham Bay Lodge
were going to miss their ride south.
Everyone seemed concerned except for
the toastmaster who was most reassuring that all was progressing well.
When the events of the evening were
concluded, all began the trek to the train
station knowing the train had passed
through some time earlier. However,
upon arrival, the train was waiting. A hot
box had caused a great deal of concern.
In the interest of safety, the engineer
had waited to let it cool down.
"Miraculously", as the last member of
Bellingham Bay Lodge boarded the
train, the hot box had reached the
desired temperature and the train
departed.
During the visitation of 1947, a silver
trowel was presented to Bellingham Bay
Lodge. The next exchange saw the
same type trowel presented to King
Solomon Lodge. Since that time, the
highlight of the Annual Visitation is the
exchange of trowels between the two
Masters. These represent the cementing
of friendship and brotherly love between
the two Lodges.
(continued on page 6)
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Call of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
for the State of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations
Brethren:
The Semi-Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted
Masons for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue,
East Providence, Rhode Island

Saturday, November 15, 2014
For the election of officers and the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it. Grand Lodge will open
promptly at 1:00 o’clock P.M. Masters and Wardens, or their proxies, are required to attend in business suits and to wear
their official jewels.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
MASONIC GRAND LODGE CHARITIES OF RHODE ISLAND, INC.
Saturday, November 15, 2014
During Grand Lodge Semi-Annual Meeting at approximately 2:00 o’clock P.M. in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue,
East Providence, Rhode Island:
Annual Reports of the Chairman, Treasurer and election of new members of the Board of Managers.
Attest:

Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr.
Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr.
Grand Secretary

Signed:

Wyman P. Hallstrom,III
Wyman P. Hallstrom, III
Grand Master

Masters and Wardens of Subordinate Lodges only are entitled to send proxies who must be members of the same Lodge.
CONSTITUTION, Article VII, SECTION 1.7.5: It is the duty of each Subordinate Lodge to be represented at
Communications of the Grand Lodge by its Master and the Wardens or by their proxies.
Printed proxy forms have been furnished to each lodge in the Jurisdiction, one of which will be filled in and signed by the
officer who is appointing the proxy (who must be a member of the same lodge and who shall be entitled to all the rights
and privileges of his constituent, except that of taking rank in the Grand Lodge.) The proxy form will also carry the seal of
the lodge.

We will be voting on the election of one (1) member to the Executive Board, term to begin May 18, 2015.

(continued from Page 5, Masonic History In Motion)

Numerous events have taken place between these two Lodges. One of the most lasting is the awarding of an honorary membership from King Solomon
Lodge to the Secretary of Bellingham Bay Lodge No. 44, Mark E. Anway. Also, Bellingham Bay Lodge No. 44 has awarded Eric R. Latta, of King
Solomon Lodge, with an honorary membership. Both of these brethren have done a great deal to insure that Masonry advances in these two Lodges. A
great deal of the credit for the successful continuation of these International Fraternal Visitations may be attributed to the sacrifices and devotion of
Anway and Latta.
The previous seventy visitations have been of interest and educational value to the brethren assembled. October 10, 1978 was no exception. The
meeting began at 7:30 PM with the official reception of the brethren of Bellingham Bay Lodge by the brethren of King Solomon Lodge. The District
Deputy of District No. 10 in Washington, Bill D. Rayborn, was also received. Of special interest was the introduction of the Washington Deputy Grand
Master, Toby Johnsen. Also in attendance was Brother Charles E. Pinnell, Past Grand Master of Masons in Alberta, Canada.
Following introductory remarks by the Master of King Solomon, James Vickers, the Canadian and American flags were presented at the altar. Vickers
then escorted Anthony M. Burrows, Master of Bellingham Bay, to the altar for the seventy-first annual exchange of trowels. Daniel A. Bochard, M.P.S.,
was introduced. He spoke on Masonic leadership. Following the meeting, the brethren retired to the dining room for toasts and refreshments.
Pride and jubilation existed in the hearts of all present. Each Mason knew that he had witnessed an evening of Masonic history. This is the oldest
consecutive annual International Fraternal Visitation between any two Masonic Lodges in the world. Perhaps I was prouder than others. The Bible used
for the evening was presented to me by Eric R. Latta. This is the only written record, which contains a complete list of all who attended both the seventyfirst annual visitation of King Solomon Lodge to Bellingham Bay Lodge and of Bellingham Bay Lodge to King Solomon Lodge.
For Masonry to survive and advance, Masons must become men of action. These brethren have provided Masonry in Motion.

______________________________________________________________________________

“Just a Few Comments”

By: R∴W∴Raymond E. Hassell
Deputy Grand Master
I had the opportunity to attend St Johns
Lodge No.1 Providence Annual SteakFry a few nights ago and while sitting at
a table with some longtime friends and a
brother that I had never met before. I
got to thinking about how many of the
friends I may never have met if not for
Masonry. Not only the brothers at my
table but most of the brothers at the
Steak-Fry, some 120 plus. I would
probably never have known and
certainly would not be calling so many of
them friends.
Before I speak about the Steak-Fry and
the wonderful time I had, I want to
expand on what Masonry has meant to
me. I was introduced to Masonry when
my wife Lynn and our daughters
became involved in the International
Order of Rainbow for Girls which was
sponsored by the Eastern Star Chapter
that met at St. Andrews Lodge. The
Lodge let the girls serve dinners to raise
money for their projects and to earn
their service bars. Lynn and I would
always be there to help serve and clean
up after. Being a businessman in the
town, I had met many of the members in
my automobile and truck repair shop
over the years and knew them all to be
good men. After more than a year of
serving meals and cleaning up, I finally
asked how I could join and the rest is
history.
Congratulations to Rick Lynch on the
completion of his very successful term
as Master and to Bob O’Brien on his
election to Master and to all the officers
of St Johns Lodge No.1 Providence.
The Steak-Fry or Surf and Turf Banquet
was outstanding, if you weren’t there
you missed a great time. Under the
direction of Tony Marcello with
assistance of a great cooking crew the
appetizers, little-necks, stuffies, steak,
shrimp and corn on the cob were all
great. When you add a couple of adult
beverages and a premium cigar on a
perfect night you just can’t beat it. Again
congratulations to all the officers and
members at St. Johns.

www.rimasons.org

By: Randy Alsabe
Gaspee Chapter
Fidelity Chapter
In the recent months, St. Johns Lodge
No. 1 Providence and Rhode Island
DeMolays alike have been working to
form a new chapter for DeMolay, the
Gaspee Chapter. Thanks to the help of
St. Johns Lodge, this establishment was
made possible. Members of Fidelity
Chapter have strong ties and support to
Gaspee, and a few DeMolays are
currently dual members in order to help
out the younger boys and serve as role
models. Both Fidelity and Gaspee now
work closely, sharing events such as
videogame lock-in at Harmony Lodge,
cooking breakfast for DeMolay moms
and dads, and supporting Gaspee
Chapter at their parade. In the effort to
unite, we have reached out to our
sisters in Rainbow, seeing that our work
and our goals are strengthened and
furthered when combined. Rainbow
recently held a scavenger hunt to which
DeMolay was invited, and together we
frantically scoured the city for an array
of items to check off our varied lists. A
short while ago, DeMolays were also
invited to a Rainbow beach cleanup at
Sand Hill Cove. By building these bonds
between chapters and organizations, we
hope to establish our presence in
communities across Rhode Island and
improve our own causes and goals
through doing so.
In other news, Michael Palmer and
myself were invited to represent Rhode
Island at the International Congress of
DeMolay in Kansas City, Missouri. We
attended various workshops, voted on
bylaws, and most importantly, met
representatives from all across the
world. The bonds of friendship we
created with our brothers from hundreds
of miles away did not reveal their
significance until our return to Rhode
Island, when we realized that we now
had a friend and a helping hand in just
about any state we might set foot in.
The DeMolay International Congress
allowed us to meet brothers working
together towards bettering themselves,
their communities, and helping their
friends in other states, and countries all
working towards the same goals.
Attending this 5-day conference has
given us new and greater perspective
on our cause, and lots of motivation for
great ideas to bring to the table. More
importantly, it has showed how we must
strive to support our younger brothers in
DeMolay and our job as role models.
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Florida Luncheon Expanded
To Second Location

By: M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstron, Jr.
Grand Secretary
When I first took office as Grand
Secretary, I was approached by
M∴W∴Herbert McGuire concerning our
members who live in Florida on the
southeast coast and who would be
receiving their 50-year medals. Brother
McGuire’s concern was that it was not a
short distance to drive to Sarasota for
the luncheon held there. He asked if we
could try to find someone who may be
willing to host a luncheon somewhere
on the East coast and hopefully in a
warmer spot. Lately the cold weather
has crept into the Sarasota area in
February.
Let me first say that the luncheon in
Sarasota was started by some of the
Nobles of Palestine Shrine who wanted
to have a get-together for the
“snowbirds” from Rhode Island. It has
been very successful. The Grand Lodge
of Rhode Island, seeing this as a great
opportunity approached the Potentate at
the time, about presenting some
50-year medals to our Florida brothers
during the luncheon. It has proved to be
a very nice time. Those of us that don’t
spend a lot of time in Florida don’t
realize the great distance it is from one
end of the state to the other. You would
think we knew, since to go south of
Providence, most of us want to pack a
lunch.
This coming year M∴W∴Richard Ault,
PGM has volunteered to put together a
luncheon in the West Palm Beach area.
He has approached the Amara Shrine,
at 3650 RCA Boulevard, Palm Beach
Gardens, Florida, 33410, and they have
agreed to provide a lunch consisting of
salad, potato, vegetable, entrée, coffee,
and desert for $20.00 per person. The
entrée will consist of your choice of
either beef or fish. The date will be
Saturday, February 28, 2015.
As we have done in the past with the
lunch at Sahib Shrine, the Grand Lodge
will pay for lunch for anyone receiving
their medal, along with a guest. We still
have some details to work out but the
reason for this article is to see if there is
any interest in this luncheon? You don’t
have to be receiving a 50-year medal to
go. It would be an excellent time to see
other Rhode Islanders in your area, and
enjoy a nice lunch with them.
If you think this is a good idea, I would
be interested in hearing from you. You
can contact my office at 401-435-4650
or by email at:
grandlodge@rimasons.org

Page 8

August/September 2014

_________________________________________________________________

Preface

By: R∴W∴David C. Lavery, Grand Historian
I keep most editions that I receive of the Rhode Island
Freemason on the shelves of my office. I tend to keep some of
them open to specific pages, so that on occasion I can pull one of
them out and re-examine an article of particular interest to me.
Usually, this is something that is related to history, science, or
ritual work. Perhaps you do the same, but you find the articles
on the charitable work, social functions, or other topics of greater
interest. I have also submitted pieces of writing that were chosen
to be printed in the Rhode Island Freemason, one of the last
being the November/December 2013 edition, where I wrote about
our attitudes towards one another as brothers. If you were to spy
the page to which my copy is folded open, you will find it is not on
my own article, but on page 19, an article by Brother Robert V.
Kalian titled; “The Transition of our Masonic Craft”. While
flattered that my writing was considered worthy to be printed, I
find Brother Kalian's submission of greater interest. The article
proposes key elements in the transition of the Craft from
“operative” to “speculative” Freemasonry. Articles like these
capture my attention, fire my imagination, and engender frenetic
searches for books with further details. If you are of a similar
mind, then together we will be traveling upon a journey together
in the Rhode Island Freemason. The Grand Master has
graciously chosen me to be his Grand Historian, and has directed
me specifically, ensure that there is more in our grand journal to
digest. Humbly, I must admit that I am not the most
knowledgeable historian in the jurisdiction. I am familiar with
several other Masons that I consider far superior to myself, as
historians, folklorists, and archaeologists. Certainly, my heart is
filled with gladness to have this opportunity to serve you, and I
thank both the Grand Master and my immediate predecessor,
R∴W∴John Beebe, for his confidence in my ability and his kind
encouragement. While I submit that my knowledge and skills are
behind some in history, my enthusiasm for the topic, and for the
work of these fellow historians - provides a unique opportunity. I
plan to seek out those of you who are of great skill and to form a
circle of contributors throughout the state. Rather than write
articles myself every issue, I am hoping to form a group
interested in these topics and eager to explore old topics in new
ways.
As Grand Historian, I've requested permission from the Grand
Master to cover a wider range of topics than one might normally
prescribe to the position. I am looking forward to writing on the
topics that I am familiar with in the formation and growth of the
early Grand Lodge, but I'm equally interested in having brothers
write about aspects of history that affected Freemasons or the
development of the Craft. Historiography itself is a topic that I
plan to explore. As we look at articles, such as the one cited
earlier, we can develop deeper understanding by examining the
sources of that information, other points of view, and other pieces
of information that develop a larger context. That may seem a bit
technical from a history point of view. If so, fear not, as I also
hope to have brothers write about some interesting esoteric
topics. I hope to do this, not merely from my personal viewpoint
of skepticism, but with multiple brothers being able to provide
different insight on a topic. Further, I am hoping to work with
other lodges to convey interesting parts of their lodge history that
are often not published. We have had articles about the Grand
Lodge formation, for example, but I would like for us to discuss
more personal details of some of the brothers involved.
Previously we were able to hold a celebration of the trials and
tribulations of Moses Michael Hays, which I hope we revisit.
Much has been published on Thomas Smith Webb, but I have yet
to read recent articles on Barney Merry. Some items published

may be small insets of information, based on interesting
characters who have traversed our stage in Rhode Island, such
as famous politicians, military leaders, etc.
One topic with which the Grand Master has specifically requested
an article is that of Heraldry. If you are unfamiliar with Heraldry,
let me sum it up by saying that almost every lodge in the state
has a symbol for their lodge, with a shield and some other items
on it. Often erroneously referred to as a “lodge crest”, we'll
explain a bit about the Grand Lodge's “coat-of-arms”, and how
you can find out more about your own lodge's “armorial
bearings”. I have asked the Grand Master if he might consider
whether a body that develops these items is not warranted within
the jurisdiction. Many sovereign nations have their own “College
of Arms”, or other body similarly named, that houses the heralds
and archives of arms that are granted by the sovereign. The
United States does not have such a body for personal or
corporate arms, and as so many Freemasons have adopted their
use, it seems natural to me that each sovereign jurisdiction might
have such a body.
Additionally, I hope to have some of our brothers that work with
other historic organizations also provide insight to those
organizations and some activities that we may be involved with
as Freemasons. One such example comes from St. Johns No.1,
my mother lodge, where we are currently providing space for the
Rhode Island Marine Archeology Project (RIMAP). This
organization uses volunteers and academics to investigate
maritime history on the land and in the waterways of our state,
performing vital field archeological work on shipwrecks. The
director of RIMAP, Dr. Kathy Abass, is noted for conclusively
demonstrating that the HMS Endeavour, the famous research
vessel that sailed to Australia and New Zealand by Lt. James
Cook, was sunk in Rhode Island during the fight for
Independence. RIMAP may also be able to help us to determine
more about the origin of our oldest lodge building in use, the
famous Temple on Baker Street, where the esteemed brethren of
Washington Lodge No. 3 meet today. (Or is that Washington
Lodge No. 1?)
As I have laid out the table of contents above, let me extend the
metaphor to express my goal as an editor of such work, where I
ask many of you to author various chapters. Are any of these
topics of interest to you? Do you have a topic that you believe
we may all find interesting and are willing to work on with me?
Are you interested in being involved with Heraldry? I am eager to
hear from you about it! This is a call! I lift the lamp beside the
golden door. Bring me your interests, your expertise, your
frothing passions yearning to breathe free!

__________________________________________________________________

From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I want to thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue. Unfortunately,
we did not have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate, I have saved the
material for our next issue. As a reminder please submit your material for future issues
before the deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis. As the deadline
approaches there is less and less space available and your material may not be published
if received on or after the deadline date.
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RI Freemason
Deadlines
We are bringing the RI Freemason in line
with the Masonic Calendar of the Grand
Master's year, which runs from May to
May.

A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions;
•
•
•
•
•

Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files
Please no PDF files they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first
serve basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

The issues will be published as follows:
JUNE/JULY
Deadline: May 1st
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Deadline: July 1st
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Deadline: September 1st

Respectfully,
Brother, Richard Lynch
Editor:

R∴W∴Richard F. Lynch

Associate Editors:

M∴W∴Leon C. Knudsen, PGM
W∴Gerald T. Plemmons
Millie T. Hallstrom
Carol R. Plemmons

Editorial Advisor:

M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom Jr. PGM
R∴W∴Grand Secretary

DECEMBER/JANUARY
Deadline: November 1st
FEBRUARY/MARCH
Deadline: January 1st
APRIL/MAY
Deadline: March 1st
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Report from the Masonic Districts

Brochures from the York Rite, Scottish Rite & Shrine.
Information reguarding our Child Identification Program.
The latest Lodge Trestle Board (newsletter).

METRO DISTRICT

R∴W∴Glenn S. Carlson, DDGM
Greetings Brethren,
Scott and I are excited to be here in the Metro District. We look
forward to our year and meeting all of you in the District. Thank
you, R∴W∴Ken Poyton for stepping in and installing the officers
of Rising Sun Lodge while I was away. Congratulations to
W∴Charles E. Bradley and your officers and good luck in your
ensuing year.
On June 24th Brother Robert O'Brien was installed Master of St.
Johns Lodge No.1 Providence. We joined the members and their
families for a nice banquet dinner at the Imperial Room of the
Shrine afterwards. The dinner was excellent and the dessert
cupcakes were huge! Congratulations to both R∴W∴Richard
Lynch and W∴O'Brien, St. Johns was and still is in capable
hands and I only see good things happening this year in your
Lodge. On the following Thursday we joined St. Johns for their
Annual Steak-fry. What a great night, the food was amazing,
hats off to all the chefs that year after year make this night a
huge success. After dinner many brethren were out on the patio
for cigars, drinks and laughs and there were many!
I list the Metro District calendar here in hopes that many brethren
that Scott and I have met traveling through the districts, will be
able to join us for either a Visitation or an Annual Installation.
Annual Installations
Overseas Lodge No. 40
Jenks Lodge No. 24
Redwood Lodge No. 35
Rising Sun Lodge No. 30

November 11, 2014
January 5, 2015
May 11, 2015
May 22, 2015

Official Visitations
Rising Sun Lodge No. 30
Redwood Lodge No. 35
Overseas Lodge No. 40
Jenks Lodge No. 24
St. Johns Lodge No. 1P

October 24, 2014
January 12, 2015
February 10, 2015
March 23, 2015
April 15, 2015

Three petitions and Grand Lodge Masonic brochures and DVD.
Until next time Brethren,
Travel safe and with Light!

EAST BAY DISTRICT

R∴W∴Kenneth F. Poyton, DDGM
Greetings from the East Bay Masonic District! So far I have had
the opportunity to be with every lodge in the District. On one
occasion, two the same night. Michael and I have been warmly
greeted in each lodge, which is exactly what I was told would
happen. The summer gives a much needed break from the hectic
pace many of us have the rest of the year. Despite that, some
lodges keep very busy holding events like golf tournaments or
clambakes. Make sure you are aware of any events your lodge
is having this summer so you don’t miss any of the fun.
This year the Grand Master has made some changes to the
Protocol which I have explained in your lodges already. They are
not major changes but they are changes. When you see them,
let me know what you think. I am interested in your opinion.
Don’t forget the GRAND LODGE PICNIC will be on Sunday
August 10th. More information on this fun event can be found in
this Freemason.
Official Visitation of the Most Worshipful Grand Master to the
Northern Masonic District will be on September 5, 2014 at Mt.
Moriah Lodge No, 8. As usual, the Grand Master will be received
at 7:30.

And lastly, here is an idea for your new members that I came
across on the Internet. I edited it to fit the needs in our
jurisdiction, you can add more or omit information to fit your
Lodge. I hope it is something that you can put to good use in
your lodge.
Make up a New Member's notebook:
Introduction to Lodge/Masonic etiquette.
Rookie Award Information.
Your Lodge's history.
List of Masonic websites, research, recommended book list.
Lodge directory of all members, their addresses and phone
numbers.
Introduction to Freemasonry for a Mason's lady.
List of all Lodge widows / Special Ladies Program.
List of all Lodge Committees.
List of area lodges to visit / copy of center page from the Blue
Book.
Your Lodge's By-Laws

THE TEAM:
L-R Front Row: Brian Cayer No. 47, Bill Remington No. 7, Paul Liese No. 9
Back Row: Trever Humphrey No. 7, Jeff Schanck No. 7, Kevin Pellerin No.47,
Eric Grist No.7, Christopher LaButti No.7, Steven Acello No.47, Ken Poyton No. 9

The above picture was taken just before we began our two-day
st
ride on June 21 . We were all happy that the day had finally
come for us to see if our training worked and to be able to ride as
a team wearing those wonderful shirts.
It was a great honor for me to be wearing the above shirt with
nine other brothers from this Grand Jurisdiction on June 21st and
nd
22 as we rode (bicycles) One Hundred and Fifty (150) miles in
(continued on page 11)
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two days through Rhode Island and Massachusetts. Together
with many other people, we rode in the MS 150 (Multiple
Sclerosis) to raise money to help find a cure for this hideous
illness. Not only did we all finish, which is an accomplishment,
but we also raised nearly $10,000. For me the idea of doing
something like this came to light about a year ago when I found
out that Friendship Lodge No. 7 had their own team named
Friendship 7. When I mentioned it at Friendship we found out
that numerous brothers from Lafayette Lodge also rode and had
ridden in a ride for the Wounded Worriers (more on that later).
One thing led to another and we ended up with ten riders from
three different lodges! Participating in an event like this requires
a lot of hard training and dedication. Sometimes we trained
alone but numerous times we all rode together in the roads of
Northern Rhode Island. In doing so, we had the opportunity to
get to know each other in a much different manner than in a
lodge room. I would like to say that riding a bicycle 150 miles
was like a walk in the park for me but I would not be telling the
truth. I can honestly say that I could not have done this alone.
Saturday was a very difficult day for me and I was worried about
the 70 miles I had to ride on Sunday. Most of us were planning
on a nice easy pace to get us home. The nice easy pace did not
happen. Maybe it was because one of the rest stops was at
Lafayette Lodge or maybe it was because waiting for the
Friendship 7 team at the finish was the pulled pork sandwiches
courtesy of Friendship Lodge.

Page 11

EDUCATION SECTION
Another excerpt from the “Masters Book” by Claudy is found in
Chapter 5 titled; “The Art of Presiding” this particular section
deals with “Presiding”. “Preside-to sit in authority over others.”
(Standard Dictionary.) The first principle of successful presiding
is to use authority without any one being conscious of it! The
presiding officer elected by a secular organization is amenable to
its dictates, and may be removed by electorate; an appeal may
be taken from his decision to the body over which he presides;
generally he is supposed to conduct its meetings according to the
rules of order (usually Robert’s).
None of this is true for the Master of a lodge. While elected, he is
not controlled by the dictates of his lodge; he can only be
removed by the Grand Master or Deputy under authority of the
Grand Master; no appeal to the lodge may be taken from his
awards; “rules of order,” while followed in general, are actually
the Master’s will and pleasure.

NORTHERN DISTRICT

R∴W∴Gary S. Kaufman, DDGM
The best laid plans of mice and men……..So arriving in the
Northern District I planned on visiting every lodge in the District
before the summer recess. However, that did not work out.
First, Mt. Moriah Lodge received dispensation to have their
meeting one week early and I had a conflict and could not pay a
fraternal visit. On the night I wanted to visit Morning Star Lodge,
the Right Worshipful Junior Grand Warden called a meeting and
the fraternal visit was not to be. I will surely make it to these
lodges in the Fall. I was able to pay a fraternal visit to Lafayette
th
Lodge on June 4 . It was a great way to enter the District
because my Grand Master of Ceremonies is a member and
th
Secretary of Lafayette Lodge.
On June 14 , Mark and I
attended Roger Williams Lodge to install two of their officers. We
also enjoyed a Past Master’s Master Mason’s Degree with the
Grand Master in the East. That was quite an evening. The
Northern District Organizational Meeting was hosted by
Friendship Lodge on June 17th. The brothers made a great meal
for the 20 who were in attendance. There was learning and great
fellowship that evening. The cigar wasn’t bad either! Thank you
to Friendship Lodge for your hospitality.
I look forward to seeing a great turn out for the Grand Master’s
th
Visitation to the Northern District at Mt. Moriah on September 5
and the Annual Communication of Friendship Lodge on
September 6th. Enjoy the rest of your summer!

BE A PART OF THE TEAM
This is something I hope will get bigger each year as more
brothers hear about it. If you are interested in becoming part of
the team (which is already growing), please e-mail me at
kpoyton@pgecu.org and I will put you on the list. Not only is it
great exercise but it is fun and gets us out into the community
even more which ties well into the Grand Master’s initiative to
support events in our community.
WOUNDED WARRIOR RIDE
We have another ride coming up on September 27th, which will
be an easy 22-mile ride. The ride is for the Wounded Warriors
and is an event numerous brothers from Lafayette Lodge have
rode in. By the time this issue of the RI Freemason comes out,
we will have done what we need to do to get a team registered
on the Wounded Warrior Site. Again, if you are interested,
please send e-mail me at kpoyton@pgecu.org or give me a call
at 401-447-3214.

CENTRAL DISTRICT

R∴W∴Robert B. Ellston, DDGM
The brethren of the Central District send their warm, fraternal
greetings and hope that you are having a relaxing and enjoyable
summer. As this message appears in the August/September
issue of the RI Freemason, we must once again begin to think of
returning to our labors in the quarries.
That being said, the Central District held its’ Organizational
th
Meeting on the evening of June 17 at Harmony Lodge with the
four Lodges within the District being well represented. Having
previously served as the Associate Grand Chaplin in this District,
I was pleased to see many familiar faces and to meet several
“new” Brothers who are advancing through the chairs on their
way to the ‘East’. It turned out to be a most informative and
productive evening with questions and answers coming from both
sides of the aisle.
(continued on page 12)
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Semi-Public Installations will be the order-of-the-day in the
District, beginning with Ionic Lodge in September, Manchester
Lodge in October and ending in November with Daylight Lodge
and Harmony Lodge.
A special thank you to Brother Joe Casimiro, Junior Warden of
Manchester Lodge, who “volunteered” to serve as Chairman for
the District Charity Event. He along with the other Junior
Wardens in the District will be meeting, proposing and planning
the event.
While each of the Lodges are holding their own “Lodge Picnics”
and other family functions during the summer season, they intend
to actively support the Grand Master and his Grand Lodge Picnic
by making a strong showing from the District at Buttonwoods in
August.
In June, it was my pleasure and privilege to accompany the
Grand Master when he attended the Annual Meeting of the
Grand Lodge Prince Hall Affiliation for Rhode Island. The
Brethren of PHA did indeed greet us with fraternal warmth and
affection.
In closing, may I say that Keith and I are looking forward to the
coming year and our time in the Central District. We will give our
best effort to advance the Craft while serving in this District.

SOUTHERN DISTRICT

R∴W∴Robert A. Palazzo, DDGM
“Put some South in your Mouth”
On July 26th, Charity Lodge will begin our new Masonic year by
receiving our newly installed Most Worshipful Grand Master,
Brother Wyman P. Hallstrom, III, and his Master of Ceremonies,
Right Worshipful, Brother Ron Reed on his official visit to the
Southern District. As the new Deputy it would be a bit unnerving
to receive our Grand Master right out the gate, but this will be a
bit like old hat as the Grand Master and I were line officers
together as well as lodge brothers for some 18+ years, so it
makes it a bit easier. Lord have mercy!
Weather permitting, the meeting will be held in their outdoor
lodge. It was constructed just behind the lodge building in a “low
vail.” Dress for the occasion has been set as business casual,
no jeans please. I have also been told that after the meeting a
“Kick-Butt” BBQ will take place under the watchful eye of
W∴Stan Wostal. As a BBQ aficionado, I for one will be seeing if
W∴Wostal has earned the title of “Pit Master”, only time will tell.
Our organizational meeting at Mt Vernon went well, there was
some good food, good conversation, and the much deserved
moniker of “Southern Hospitality” from this District. I’ve heard of
this hospitality for years and it is truly well deserved. Both
W∴Brad and I are anxious to get started on our travels and get
to know our brethren in the South a bit better. Much is planned
and much will be going on once the summer leaves us and we’re
in full swing, I do hope you’ll join with us. By the way, check out
the “Pickle Jar” and find its purpose it will be our constant
companion on our entire journey.

Ability is what you’re capable of doing.
Motivation determines what you do.
Attitude determines how well you do it.
Lou Holtz

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
By: Brother, Robert R. Mason, P.M.
Well, what do you know? The twelve month “tour of duty’” is
almost over! Our Worshipful Master, Richard Lynch will retire to
a “lesser” role. Ah, but what a year! Honestly, brethren with all
that was said and done, numerous new members, interesting
meetings with excellent speakers, our own M∴W∴Wyman (Chip)
Hallstrom, III being installed as Grand Master, what a year.
We presented our “Service Pins” to 46 brothers who had served
from 25-65 years in the Craft, and a couple beyond 65 years!
W∴Anthony Marcello received the “St. Johns Man of the Year”
award and R∴W∴Ken Phillips received the “St. Johns
Distinguished Service” medal.
We were also very fortunate to have with us, two brothers that we
really missed; R∴W∴Charlie Angell (lately of Florida) and Past
Master George Hanarahan, who appointed me in line several
years ago. M∴W∴Herbert Maguire, PGM joined us this evening
to again team up with his PGM, Charlie. M∴W∴Mcguire
installed me as Master in 1985. Wow, can you imagine!
Our Grand Master assisted in our awards presentations and in
closing the lodge. He presented a very inspiring message to all
the brethren before closing.
At the June 24th (St. John’s Day) annual meeting of St. Johns
Lodge, “right off the bat” we get bad news. Our past Metro
DDGM and member, Peter Iacobucci is having heart problems
and may need serious surgery. Brother Ed Fielder is also not
doing well and unable to walk because of a serious knee
problem. We urge our brothers to keep these two good men in
their daily prayers.
At every annual meeting the necrology is almost first on the
meeting agenda and this past year we have lost thirteen brothers
elevated to the sublime heavenly “lodge.” The secretary read the
dispensation and then proceeded with his report. We now have
409 members and several awaiting degree work. It certainly
sounds like a healthy lodge, particularly with our steadfast and
energetic Past Master, W∴Richard Lynch. The Treasurer’s
report announced some increases and reported the lodge to be
in great financial shape. The outgoing Master’s message was
lengthy but interesting. Our past year was busy, fruitful and
covered lots of territory; guest speakers, nine new members,
formation and support of a new DeMolay Chapter, financial
assistance to other lodges, etc. At the end of his message he
thanked the members, officers and everyone that helped make
the year extremely successful.
At approximately 7:00 PM the officers to be installed were
escorted into the lodge. Past Grand Master, M∴W∴Dennis
Pothier presented a wonderful prologue before R∴W∴Glenn S.
Carlson our DDGM began the installation with W∴Scott Alger his
Master of Ceremonies. Just before the installation got under way
our Most Worshipful Grand Master, Wyman P. Hallstrom, III
arrived and was accorded public grand honors, as this was a
semi-public installation. After the installation was complete, our
new Master, W∴Robert J. O’Brien introduced his lovely family
and talks about his journey through Freemasonry. He then
presents his mother and wife with beautiful bouquets of flowers.
(continued on page 13)
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Our Past Master was given his Past Master’s Certificate and also
presented with the Grand Master’s Award. Shortly after, we all
retired to the Imperial Room of the Shrine for a very pleasurable
dinner. It was a truly wonderful evening. We look forward to
having you join us when we return from summer recess in
September.

Washington Lodge No. 3
By: Brother, Robert Sinclair, P.M.
Washington Lodge closed out our last meeting in fine style before
going to our summer schedule as they played host to visitors
th
from the 20 Masonic District of Massachusetts. Members from
Fraternal Lodge in Centreville, Marine Lodge in Falmouth,
Mariner’s Lodge in Cotuit and Social Harmony Lodge in
Wareham all joined us. This was also our Annual Steak Night so
our visitors did not go away hungry. The opening and closing was
well done as usual, and our visiting brethren were surprised by
the amount of ritual that goes into these openings and closings.
They also witnessed an examination of our Master Mason
candidates after which our speaker program took place. Many
new friendships were born that night and Washington Lodge
plans to return the favor with reciprocal visits and hopes to have
all the East Bay Lodges join us for the visits. Plans are in the
works. After the lodge closed the visitors were escorted around
the lodge by our OPEN HOUSE Guides who took great pride in
explaining all that is to be seen around the Temple. These
brothers are prepared to do the same for any visitors from our
own family of lodges in Rhode Island. It is amazing how many RI
Masons have never visited the second oldest continuously used
lodge building in America.
Our annual Clam Bake fund-raiser was held at the Bristol Elk’s
Club and the successful results were handed over to the Temple
Association for the continued repairs of our Temple.
An interesting development this year is our visit to the local
Second Story Theater. In conjunction with the Massasoit
Historical Society, the proceeds from this event are also given to
our Building Fund.
By the time you read this article we will have held our biggest
Charity event of the year. The Rotary Club has again invited us to
participate in their Quahog Festival by holding our CHIP event
there. This two-day event usually brings in about 150 to 200
children for documentation. Last year’s record high temperatures
held the first day numbers down but the result was a very busy
day on the Sunday. Support from the other lodges in he East Bay
District make this program possible. More details will be reported
in the next issue. At the event Washington Lodge sponsored
“The Masonic Awareness Tent” which has always proven very
successful in getting good information out to the public about
what we actually do in Masonry.

Friendship Lodge No. 7
By: Brother, Trevor Humphrey
Lets start by saying thank you to all those that volunteered their
time to help with Foster Old Home Days. It is the only fund-raiser
that directly benefits Friendship Lodge. It is also one of the
hardest to organize, with that said, we all thank Brother Grist for
once again organizing the event and setting the schedule.
Friendship Lodge will be hosting our Annual Communication on
th
September 6 . It looks like it will be a fine evening. Even though
our Master W∴Labutti is a man of few words I am sure he will
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have a lot to say about the closing year; between the fundraisers,
the new Brothers, the fellowship of the MS150 Bike Ride, and the
strong state of Friendship Lodge. It was a great year for us and
we are looking forward to another with Brother Acquisto stepping
up to the East. Please come out and show your support for the
officers of Friendship on this big night.
The very next day on September 7th we will all head to Crystal
Lake Golf Course for the annual Friendship Lodge Golf
Tournament. If you haven’t gotten your foursome in yet there
may still be time, but act fast because history tells us that space
goes quickly. You may notice that the tournament is a lot later
this year. We decided after the blistering heat of last year’s
tournament that we should aim for later in the year when
hopefully the temperatures have started to come down a little. I
have also been told that the later date was to give me more time
to practice my golf swing, but I was also told that no amount of
practice will help! Either way it may be a different date but I am
sure that all the fun and brotherhood will be the same. We hope
to see you all there.

Franklin Lodge No. 20
By: Brother, Scott Bill Hirst
Much of my May material was covered in the last edition. Not
included was Neighbor Day in Westerly. Two members of
Franklin Lodge were present; Worshipful Master Dan Rzewuski
and Robert Greene our Junior Steward. They provided
information on Freemasonry to all interested. Also they helped
pass out donuts and coffee for all present. Neighbor Day is the
Sunday before Memorial Day Weekend. It is a big event in
th
Westerly. This year, it was held on Sunday, May 18 .
On Tuesday, June 10th the Fellow Craft degree was conferred on
two candidates. Also in June we had 18 brothers take the Sword
of Bunker Hill initiation. W∴Dan Rzewuski took the effort in
arranging this event. The last item of importance in June was St.
John's Sunday Service at the Christ Episcopal Church. Many
members and their families attended.
In August we will have a cookout at our W∴Dan’s home on
Sunday, August 24th at 28 Burlingame Drive, in Charlestown,
from 1:00-5:00 P.M. This cookout is planned for those who are
members of organizations who meet at our Masonic Temple. Hot
dogs and hamburgers will be provided. Attendees, please bring a
potluck dish to share. BYOB beverages need to be brought to the
cookout, if so desired.
On Tuesday, October 14th our lodge will be conferring the
Master Mason Degree. The widow’s program for our "Special
Ladies" of our deceased lodge members, will take place on
th
Sunday, October 26 , at 1:00 PM at the Richmond Country
Club. This is a joint event of Charity Lodge No. 23, in Kenyon;
and Franklin Lodge No. 20 in Westerly.
Stated Communications start at 7:00 PM on the second Tuesday
of the month at the Masonic Temple, 20 Elm Street in Westerly.
Preceded by a dinner at 6:00 PM. Please contact Worshipful
Master Dan Rzewuski at 401-595-5410.
In the next issue I will cover close relationships, mainly father and
sons as Worshipful Master of Franklin Lodge. The first was J.
Alonzo Babcock who was Worshipful Master 1867 and 1868 and
his son Edward H. Babcock, Worshipful Master in 1898 and
1899. Both are buried in River Bend Cemetery in Westerly.
(continued on page 14)

Page 14

August/September

2014

__________________________________________________________________

(continued from Page13, Franklin Lodge)

J. Alonzo Babcock was a Civil War Veteran, in the Rhode Island
Cavalry, First Regiment. Like a number of our Past Masters, he
served in the Rhode Island Legislature, W∴J. Alonzo Babcock
representing Westerly from 1873-6. He and his son Edward H.
Babcock both served as Eminent Commanders of Narragansett
Commandery No. 27. This organization meets in the Westerly
Masonic Temple. That's all for now.

Ionic Lodge No. 28
By: Brother, Tim Fitzhugh, PM
Ionic Lodge does not go dark for the summer months, so we will
be meeting in August on the 9th. The meeting will be a Noon
meeting with a family day to follow. The brethren pitched in
together and cleaned up the back lot for this outdoor event, so it
will be a good day for relaxing or whatever you would like. We
hope to have some horseshoes set up for those who like them
and other games for the children who attend. Call W∴Ken at
401-397-9382 for the specifics. A reservation for food purposes
would be appreciated.
th

September 6 will be W∴Ken’s last meeting as Ionic’s Master. A
Master Mason degree is planned for that month and we hope a
good deal of our Past Masters will want to be involved. We will
probably be opening early at 5:00 PM for the first section and
having dinner before starting the second section. We are hoping
to have the lodge sidelines filled as a good impression on the
candidate, so please come out if we haven’t seen you in a while.
If you need transportation, just call W∴Ken or any of the officers.
They will be happy to assist you.
Tuesday, September 30th is the Lodge’s Annual Communication.
R∴W∴Carlton Wood will be going in as Master for the upcoming
year. We are applying for a dispensation to hold a Semi-public
Installation of Officers for Saturday, October 4th but the
dispensation is not yet approved so details are not out yet. Watch
for them on our web page www.ionic28.org or contact any officer.
It’s always a pleasure to see the Brethren at the Annual. Hope to
see you there again.

Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
By: Brother, Ronaldo Simoes, Master
Greetings from the eastern most lodge in the Northern District!
June proved to be a very exciting month for Roger Williams as
we conducted the first of 2 Entered Apprentice degrees. We
initiated 4 new Masons and welcome Brothers; Jermane Cintron,
Carlos Delgado, Robert Hamlin and Leony Suero. What made
this night extra special was that it was done by the Past Masters
of Roger Williams and the Most Worshipful Grand Master, who is
also a twice Past Master, presided in the East as Master for the
evening.
It was truly a spectacular night and one of the most
memorable nights I have had in lodge since being raised as a
Master Mason.

We are looking forward to a fun and exciting year that will start off
in September with our second Entered Apprentice Degree on our
remaining 5 candidates. The officers are working hard preparing
for the degree. In November we will be hosting an Italian Table
Lodge and looking forward to a night of great food, excellent
company and lots of laughs. Tickets are on sale for $35.00 and
reservations can be made with me at 617-429-9886 or
ronsimoes@ymail.com.
We are looking forward to a great year and plan to be out
traveling as much as we can!

Overseas Lodge No. 40
By: Brother, Michael J. Gardiner, Jr., Master
As I write this article, Overseas Lodge has gone dark for July and
August. I am happy to report that the lodge has continued to
experience positive events throughout the spring. Our Senior
Warden, W∴Manny Lewis is finally out of the hospital and has
started his rehabilitation process. This feels like a miracle and is
a testament to his toughness and spirit. Thank you brothers for
all of your thoughts and prayers. Please continue to pray for him
while he is in rehabilitation. It would be great to see him in lodge
again soon!
In May, the lodge was treated to a program by brother Zeppo
Young from Jenks Lodge. Brother Zeppo spoke passionately
about the experiences his family went through when his daughter
Zoe was diagnosed with cancer. Brother Zeppo and his Zoe
Young foundation have been very active in raising funds for the
Boston Children's Hospital for the past few years. This year,
most of Overseas Lodge's meal donations are going to Boston
Children's Hospital in memory of Zoe Faye Young.
For our June program, we were scheduled to have a presentation
by Cmdr. Peterson, a US Navy surgeon. However, Cmdr.
Peterson received orders to depart just days before his
scheduled presentation. Needless to say, everyone at Overseas
Lodge certainly understands how that can happen. I know we all
wish Cmdr. Peterson success and a safe return. Hopefully his
presentation can be scheduled when he returns. I could have
rushed another program for June, but I elected not to do so. We
had a nice dinner planned that evening (steak anyone?) and
some excellent desert tarts at collation that evening. This was a
good opportunity to spend some extra time in fellowship with our
brothers. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves. Overseas is
continuing to make progress with our membership as well. On
th
June 26 , we joined forces with Mt. Vernon Lodge for an Entered
Apprentice degree on another new candidate for Overseas and
two more for Mt. Vernon. The officers of both lodges did a
fantastic job with the degree and lectures. It was a rewarding
evening for the candidates and the brothers! As we come out of
darkness in September, we have a regular meeting scheduled on
th
September 9 . Then, we will be joining forces with Rising Sun
Lodge once again for a Fellow Craft degree on September 26th.
Overseas Lodge should have three candidates going through the
degree that night. I have to say that working with other lodges
both in the Metro District and in other Districts has been very
rewarding experience this year.
Overseas has had a good response to its call for line officers as
well. We have had five affiliations in the last few months. Things
are really looking good, but we still have a little ways to go. If you
have been contemplating affiliation with Overseas lodge and you
still want to be a part of this exciting time of growth, our offer to
take care of your dues is still on the table. As I have said before,
this is a multi-year process and in order to build the
(continued on Page 15)
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stability of the line, we need more brothers willing to step into line
if needed. Even if the line is full, we all know how life can throw
us curve balls and brothers in line may be forced to drop out for
one good reason or another. There are also other roles to fill.
The greeting committee, the WIA committee, the Charities
assistant, so there is still room to be a part!
As always, if there are any other brothers who are currently
serving or are honorably discharged veterans, and would like to
affiliate with our historic lodge, please visit our website at
www.overseaslodge.com and click on "Contact" at the top to ask
for your application. You may also call our secretary W∴Marcus
Channell at 401-739-5468 and request that an application be
sent to you. Also, if you know someone who is currently serving
or an honorably discharged veteran who is interested in applying
to take his degrees, you can obtain an application on our website
by clicking on "Membership App" at the top right hand side of our
website.
Have an excellent summer brothers!

Lafayette Lodge No. 47
By: Brother, Brian Cayer, Master
Summer is upon us and Lafayette will move to recess for July
and August but not before ending things on a high note. The
June meeting was a BBQ followed by a concert by a Christian
folk band called “Hymns and Hers.” They put on great show.
During a break we also learned about the passion one of the
band members has for a local charity called Mobile Loaves and
Fishes. It’s a canteen truck turned into a mission to get food and
necessities to needy areas of the community. We held a 50-50
raffle with half of the proceeds going to Mobile Loaves and
Fishes and after their presentation the winner donated his
proceeds too.
Our new District Deputy Grand Master R∴W∴Gary Kaufman
also paid us a visit to have an opportunity to introduce himself to
Lafayette Brothers. The night also had another honored guest
drop in for an unexpected visit, Most Worshipful Wyman P.
Hallstrom, III accompanied by his Grand Marshall R∴W∴Ronald
P. Reed. M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III came to Lafayette to
honor R∴W∴Larry Thienel for all his work in the Grand Lodge
bearing a certificate granting him the title of “Assistant Grand
Chaplain Emeritus “.
In June Lafayette Lodge conferred the Fellow Craft Degree on
three candidates with a great rendition of the Middle Chamber
lecture by our Senior Deacon Steve Acello. The lodge also held
its annual chicken BBQ, which was very well attended and a
great time had by all.
Under the direction of R∴W∴Ken Poyton a Masonic biking team
was organized which rode together in the Rhode Island MS-150.
The team looked real good in their Masonic jerseys. The
members of Lafayette that rode were; W∴M∴Brian Cayer,
Senior Deacon Steve Acello and Sentinel Kevin Pellerin. The
weather could not have been better and the opportunity to ride
with our Masonic Brothers was priceless.

There is little room left for wisdom when one is full
of judgment !
Malcolm Hein

New Wardens Workshop
The first New Wardens Workshop (NWW) for the coming
Masonic Season will be held at Mt. Vernon Lodge No. 4

Saturday, September 13, 2014
Lodge opens at 8:00 AM
Registration will begin at 8:30 AM
Workshop to begin at 9:00 AM
Workshop duration will be approximately 2 – 2.5 hours

All new Masters, Senior Wardens, Junior Wardens and
Senior Deacons who haven't attended this workshop
before are required to attend per Grand Lodge directive.
Pre-registration forms can be found at the Grand Lodge
website. This form must be filled out and sent to the
Grand Lodge Office by September 10, 2014.
Breakfast bagels, and muffins will be provided by The
Grand Lodge. Coffee to be provided by Mt. Vernon
Lodge.

Additional NWWs (including an evening session) are
being arranged and will be announced in the future.
R∴W∴Paul Kokolsky
Director of Masonic Education

Temple Royal Arch Chapter No. 3
By: Brother, William Pennoyer, E.H.P.
Temple Chapter No. 3 hosted the Most Excellent Master degree
on June 26, 2014 and conferred the degree on five candidates. It
had been some years since our Chapter last hosted this degree.
It was conferred in Washington Lodge No. 3 in Warren, RI. I
would like to recognize all the officers that made it happen.
Steven Ringeling……. R.E.G.Treasurer
Rory Hanmer………….P.H.P.
Andrew Daigle………...P.H.P.
Alfred M. Cameron……Chaplain
Robert Sinclair………...P.H.P.
Brandt Evans…………..P.H.P.
Doug Grant…………….T.I.M.
Phil Crawford…………..R.E.G.S.
Albert Holstius…………Sentinel
We are looking forward to doing more Most Excellent Master/
Royal Arch Mason degree work in the future. As we are small in
membership, this was a big step for Temple Chapter.
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WELCOME TO THE CRAFT
BROTHERS

Adelphoi Lodge No.33 Visitation to the Massasoit Gun Club

M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III,
Grand Master and all members of the
Craft extend a warm welcome to our
new brothers, who have been raised
to the Degree of Master Mason.

Adelphoi Lodge takes aim at Massasoit Gun Club with their first annual training and
th
shooting tournament held on June 7 with over 35 members and guests in attendance.
The event started at 12:45 PM sharp with a whole host of firearms to choose from as well
as a mix of range officers, who volunteered their time to keep a watchful eye over the
event.

Nicholas J. Messinger
St. Johns No. 1P
Matthew G. Brauer
St. Johns No. 1P
Bruce K. McLeish
St. Johns No. 1P
Jamie M. Landry
St. Johns No. 1P
Sean A. Carpenter
St. Johns No. 1P
Michael J. Sullivan
St. Johns No. 1P
Joseph R. Patnaude
St. Johns No. 1P
Daniel D. MacKinnon
St. Johns No. 1P
Robert T. Kilduff
St. Johns No. 1P
Shawn P. Hayes-Costello Washington No. 3
Manuel J. Benevides
Washington No. 3
Brendan H. Ledsworth
Washington No. 3
Jason R. Bernier
Mt. Vernon No. 4
Paul T. Fetter, III
Mt. Vernon No. 4
Mark S. Morgenstern
Friendship No. 7
John J. Bevilacqua
Friendship No. 7
John J. Young
Friendship No. 7
Joseph H. Frederickson
Friendship No. 7
Robert A. Toppa
Manchester No. 12
Alexander J. Tarnacki
Manchester No. 12
Manuel D. Linhares, Jr. Manchester No. 12
William E. Hagenburg
Manchester No. 12
Bryan M. Brauer
Manchester No. 12
Benjamin M. Sholes
Redwood No. 35
Samuel S. Sholes
Redwood No. 35
Clark T. Mason
Redwood No. 35
David A. DosReis
St. Andrews No. 39
William L. Gervais
St. Andrews No. 39

By: Brother, William Pennoyer

Experienced shooters took right to the firing line while 15 members and guests stayed
behind for fire arm orientation, safety training, as well as proficiency training. As in the
past at other “Masons at Massasoit” events, it was fun to see first time shooters among
our ranks.
Nine trophies were up for grabs. Listed below was our top five competitors:
R∴W∴Mark Peterson……………………91 - 3x (high score)
W∴Edward Kdonian, PM………………...89 - 5x (top x count)
Senior Warden John DeOliveira…………85 - 2x
W∴John K. Takian Jr., Master…………..83 - 3x
W∴Dean R.Monsees, PM………………..79 - 4x

A Special Note
Our Brother Al Williams made a request of Worshipful Master John Takian, to bring a
guest to this event with a very special request. John Carvalho had lost his vision over 15
years ago to glaucoma and had never known what it is like to fire a gun. So on his
birthday, John can scratch this off his bucket list, after receiving special training from chief
range officer Gerry Masso, as well as Past Master Gary Moe and a watchful eye of our
Most Worshipful Grand Master, Wyman P. Hallstrom III. Not only did our birthday guest
receive a special birthday gift, but, on his own accord found 5 hits on his target with voice
commands of correction from Chief range officer Gerry Masso. The best part was listening
to John gives us his version of what it felt like to hear “ target acquired “ multiple times
from his Spotter C.R.O. Gerry Masso. I have seen many things over a 30-year span of
service to Massasoit Gun Club, but have to state with pride that this was one of the most
special moments over those many years!
I would also like to recognize all our Mason and non-Mason range officers listed below:

Northern District
Charity Event
By: Brother, Ted Hague
On May 3, 2014 the Junior Wardens of the
Northern District under the guidance of
R∴W∴Ken Poyton DDGM organized a
Charity Dinner Dance to benefit the Robert J.
Allen Medical Distribution Center. The 5
Junior Wardens involved were Eric Grist from
Friendship Lodge, Jim Caouette from
Mt. Moriah, David Molitor from Morning
Star, Andy Hencler of Roger Williams and
Ted Hague of Lafayette Lodge.
The event was held at the Elks Lodge in
Woonsocket
and
was
attended
by
approximately 100 guests, including the
Grand Master M∴W∴Russell R. Davis, Sr.
and his wife Laurie. The meal was catered by
the Garlic Connection, a cooking group made
up of several Masons. Each of the five lodges
in the District contributed a prize for our
"penny" social and music was provided free
of charge by Bobby Barros of Friendship
Lodge.
A great time was had by all! Due to the
generosity of our guests, the event raised
over $2,100 to benefit of the Robert J. Allen
Medical Distribution Center. It was a great
example of Masons helping Masons!

Chief Range Officer.……………………….Gerry Masso
Grand Master 2014.………………………..M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III
Past Master………………………………….W∴Gary Moe
Past Master………………………………….W∴Edward. B. Kdonian
Senior Deacon.………..………….…………Steven Gerlin
Massasoit Range officer.…………………..Joseph Post
Massasoit Range officer……………………Bill Pennoyer
Massasoit Range officer……………………Tom Richards
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Charity Lodge No. 23
Food Booth
at the Washington County Fair

Please join us for our main fundraising activity of
the year. All proceeds from the food booth go to
the support and maintenance of the lodge. We
are located diagonally across from the main gate.

BOOTH MENU
Pulled Pork Grinders
Sausage, Pepper & Onion Grinders
Peanut Butter and Jelly
Sandwiches
Crepes with an assortment of Jelly
and Fruit Toppings

Robert J. Allen
Medical Equipment
Distribution Center
If you are in need of medical equipment or have equipment you
would like to donate contact: M∴W∴Robert Allen, PGM on the
Medical Equipment Center at: 401-451-0184 or at 401-246-0865.
You can also email us at:
rifreemason@rimasons.org

Lemonade
Bottled Water

Admission includes access to all daily concerts, special acts
and events, the giant midway and kiddy land area (all ride
tickets and games separate), all agricultural events and shows,
exhibits and displays, tractor and horse-pulls, the farm museum,
and much, much more!

The Distribution Center is now open on
Saturdays during the months of
June-August in addition to its normal hours on
Fridays from 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Saturdays are for pickups and drop-offs only,
no equipment deliveries

________________________________________________________________
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue
East Providence, RI 02914-4556
Telephone: 401-435-4650
Fax: 401-435-4423
Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org
rifreemason@rimasons.org
Web Site: www.rimasons.org
Grand Lodge Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM

Scottish Rite Valley of Providence

