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Grand Masters in Baltimore I will give my decision to form a
Lodge of Research under dispensation.

Brother Russell R. Davis, Sr.
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Greetings Brethren,
I hope this finds you all well and surviving this cold spell. It has
been a winter of very cold weather. But, it is always good to see
all of you in my travels despite this inclement weather.
News flash!!
We have a new Chapter of DeMolay. St Johns No.1 Providence
is the sponsor of our newly formed Chapter. Gaspee Chapter,
Order of DeMolay is the new name and an appropriate name at
that. It was St. Johns brothers that took part in the burning of the
British revenue schooner, Gaspee at the start of the
Revolutionary War. Less than a mile from where St. Johns Lodge
and our new Chapter meet! I cannot thank St. Johns Lodge
enough for this undertaking, especially my friend and brother,
Brother Mazen Alsabe. It has been a long and sometimes a
difficult road to get a new chapter started. Your travel on this
journey is to be commended. To the Worshipful Master and the
many brothers of St Johns Lodge you have demonstrated that
together we can overcome anything! The necessary forms have
been sent to the DeMolay headquarters in Kansas City and have
been accepted. I have not spoken to Brother Michael Lawson yet
but I am sure he is equally as happy as I am.
I mentioned at the Grand Lodge Annual in May that I would like
to see a DeMolay Chapter started in the State and we have now
accomplished this goal. Remember, it is just as easy to open
multiple Chapters as it is to open one. Let us not stop here, let’s
all work together to make it possible. To Brother Michael Lawson
thank you for all your help in forming this new Chapter. The
dedication you have for DeMolay is a blessing to these fine
young men and we need to carry on this rebuilding. If there is
anything we at Grand Lodge can do to help we are just a phone
call away.
I am also very pleased to announce that by sometime in late
February or early March of this year, we will have a Masonic
Lodge of Research, formed and ready for members. This has
been another long process to form this new Lodge of Research.
As of this writing, we have the charter members who have
labored long and hard to make this a reality; R∴W∴Peter
Iacobucci, R∴W∴Richard Lynch, W∴Marcus Channell,
W∴David Lavery, W∴Michael Northrup, Brothers; Andrew
Daigle and Jeffrey Desmarais. Note, this lodge will not be
making new Masons it only accepts Master Masons as members.
So you will need to affiliate to become a member.
The Lodge of Research is named COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM.
Proposals have been given to all the Grand Council members for
their review and feedback. When I return from the Conference of

I have a request for the re-dedication of the cornerstone at the
Eureka Temple, the home of St. John’s Lodge No. 1, Portsmouth.
They will be celebrating the original laying of the cornerstone 50
years ago. The scheduled re-dedication will take place on
rd
Saturday, May 3 at 2:30 PM. Please note that this event will be
open to the public. All Masons attending are requested to bring
their apron and jewel to the ceremony. Your Grand Council
members will be performing the re-dedication of the cornerstone.
This is a great way to promote Freemasonry in the community.
Refreshments will be served after the re-dedication. Please make
reservations to attend with St John’s Lodge so they will have and
idea how many are coming.
It is with great pleasure that I announce that as of this writing I
have received the first RI Masonic Passport completed by
brother, Rusty Booth. Rusty has been recorded in all lodges in
this jurisdiction by the Lodge Secretaries and Masters. I will be
presenting brother Booth with a framed certificate and Rhode
Island pin for his completion of the requirements of this award.
Again, congratulations Brother!
As I mentioned at the beginning of my message, regarding our
cold weather. I would like to take a little time to reflect on the way
I see it. It amazes me to see our older brothers braving the
inclement weather while some of us stay at home and find
excuses to keep us from attending Lodge. When I travel and see
the brothers of age who brave the cold and are looking for the
warmth of Fellowship, it makes me sad to think of the many
brothers sitting at home and missing out on what is going in their
lodge. The warmth of Fellowship is something our older brothers
do not take for granted. They are just looking to share their
stories with someone who is willing to listen. So instead of
looking for an excuse to stay home on these cold nights, get out
and attend your Lodge. Ask to hear those stories or offer them a
ride to lodge. Introduce yourself to a brother you do not know and
feel the warmth of attending Lodge. Remember you can make a
difference in a brother’s life! Who knows, maybe he will attend
on a regular basis going forward. Thanks for listening.
(continued on page 5)
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York Rite Masonry Is Alive and Well
By: R∴W∴Robert Palazzo

On January 23, 2014, the first steps were taken to unify York Rite
Masonry in our state by holding its first Unity Night. Our brethren
from Webb Council, Temple Chapter and the Grand
Commandery Knights Templar hosted the event. The idea to host
an evening such as this stems from a little known meeting that
has been taking place in York Rite Masonry for about 83 years,
and that is our Triangular Visitation with our brethren from
Massachusetts. The architects of this auspicious enterprise were
our Most Illustrious Grand Master, Eugene Thibeault; Most
Excellent Grand High Priest, Brad Buckley and Right Eminent
Grand Commander MA/RI, Hiram A. Jamiel, II with the
assistance of many companions. In attendance that evening and
certainly continuing to represent our jurisdiction in fine fashion as
he has all year in supporting all of Masonry, was our very own
Grand Master of Masons for the State of Rhode Island, Most
Worshipful Russell, R. Davis, Sr.

Also in attendance were our brethren from Massachusetts, and
counterparts to our Grand Officers, Most Illustrious Grand
Master, Robert Corr; Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
Alexander Marusa, along with a host of brethren representing
various stations within their respective bodies from both states.
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discussion, is an idea that’s very rarely brought to light. My
brothers, think back to your obligation; “Where were you first
prepared to be made a Mason?” Do you remember the answer?
I’m sure many of us do, yes brethren, “In My Heart.” It is there
that we must look, it is there where our work needs to be done. If
we do not change what is in a person’s heart nothing in the world
or all the good ideas cast will not bring prosperity to our
organization. Dare I say it, is it that quality may be better than
quantity? Certainly a discussion for another time?
Brethren, there are many hard working companions in our York
Rite bodies doing excellent work, many of which you already
know. Our leaders of our concordant bodies are in the quarries
daily trying to change those hearts, but they need our help. If you
feel inside that joining the York Rite and continuing your
pedagogic endeavors is something you would like to do, you’ll
get the “True Word”.
In closing, we look forward to seeing you at our next unity
gathering in Massachusetts, remember all are invited to come.
I’m sure our brethren one state over will plan a great evening of
fellowship for us all.

Unity Night – Washington Lodge No. 3

The evening began with the York Rite bodies opening and setting
the stage for the evenings festivities. Once open, the bodies went
to recess so all could enjoy a hearty dinner with some good
fellowship. A full Mason is a happy Mason! At the second sound
of the gravel the work reconvened and the program began. The
program of the evening was delivered by Companion, Robert
nd
Sinclair, who spoke on the 2 oldest building in the United States
strictly dedicated to Masonry; Washington Lodge No. 3, in
Warren, RI, our meeting place for the evening. If you have never
visited Washington Lodge, please do so you will be in for a treat,
not only for it’s architectural value, but also, once inside you’ll find
that the real treasure is its brethren.
At the conclusion of the program, we got down to the nuts and
bolts of why we were holding this event. And, as with all our
discussions throughout the jurisdiction on, “how do we grow and
get members to join our ranks”, many ideas were offered, and
though each had its merits, it was clear we still have work to do.
Brethren let me offer a personal note, which I believe, is simple. It
is human nature that if one doesn’t want to do a particular
something; it’s truly not within that person to do it. The same
holds true with our organization, at the very core of all our

MA -- M.I.G.M. Robert C. Corr

RI -- M.I.G.M. Eugene W. Thibeault

Cover Photo L-R :
Right Eminent Grand Commander Knights Templar MA/RI, Hiram A. Jamiel, II;
Thrice Illustrious Master, Webb Council, Robert Sinclair; Most Worshipful
Grand Master of RI, Russell R. Davis, Sr., and Excellent High Priest, Temple
Chapter, Brandt Evans.
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Action that Captures the
Essence of a Brother’s
Heart
By:Brother, Andre H. Faria, Jr.

There is a beautiful old story that some
of you may already have heard, that has
a beautiful lesson. I want to share it
with you…..two monks were on their
way home after making a pilgrimage to
venerate the relics of a great Saint.
During the course of their journey, they
came to a river where they met a
beautiful young woman, an apparently
worldly creature, dressed in expensive
finery and with her hair done up in the
latest fashion. She was afraid of the
current and afraid of ruining her lovely
clothing, and so she asked the brothers
if they might carry her across the river.
The younger and more exacting of the
brothers was offended at the very idea
and turned away with an attitude of
disgust. The older brother didn't
hesitate, and quickly picked the woman
up on his shoulders, carried her across
the river, and set her down on the other
side. She thanked him and went on her
way, and the brother waded back
through the waters.
The monks resumed their five hour walk
back to their abode, the older one in
perfect equanimity and enjoying the
beautiful countryside, while the younger
one grew more and more brooding and
distracted, so much so that when they
arrived home he could keep his silence
no longer and suddenly burst out,
"Brother, we are taught to avoid contact
with women, and there you were, not
just touching a woman, but carrying her
on your shoulders!" The older brother
looked at the younger with a loving
smile and said, "Brother, I set her down
on the other side of the river hours ago;
are you still carrying her?"
This beautiful story can speak to us on
several levels and has deep moral
applications for us as Freemasons.
There is an obvious reference here to
the wise and experienced brother who
understands the essence of human

nature and gives primacy to the
unthinking action of kindness which is
borne of a deep desire to help another
who is in need of assistance.
But the lesson goes deeper than that.
We may contrast the two “approaches”
here in this story. The younger brother
believes that the “regulation” of his
order, “thou shall not touch another
woman” is both strict and binding and
must never be violated. His error is that
he places the “thought structure” of that
specific rule as absolute and applies it
rigidly without considering the need of
another as primary. In other words, he
places his own need to be “right” and
“obedient” to a law that clearly was
meant to avoid excesses in certain
situations without considering that the
law was meant to protect and care for
the woman. Ironically, his refusal to
assist her by neglect could have caused
her great harm if she had attempted to
navigate the river’s current on her own.
The older monk by contrast recognizes
the essence of the law to be for the
benefit of the woman and so has no
problem helping her, unafraid of what
others may think. Although he may
technically have broken the “letter” of
the law, clearly he obeyed the spirit for
which the law was written in the first
place and so he captures the essence of
the intent of the “regulation.”
Still, there is yet another deeply
powerful lesson here that must not be
missed. Namely, it begs the question,
what thoughts do we “carry” in our
minds or that do not serve others but
rather falsely perpetuate our own sense
of righteousness? Each brother must
answer this for himself upon a close and
truthful examination of his own heart.
The carrying of senseless and often
times years-long grievances about what
is a “perceived” wrong is most often an
illusion that exists in our minds for it
presupposes that we have intimate
knowledge of the intentions of the
offender, when most of the time, that is
not the case. When under the grip of
this illusion, we often may feel the
“need” to defend our positions and to
prove that we are right because being
right makes me righteous. Does it? Or
rather, is it the case that if we are
“victimized” that we are somehow “less”
of a person? How silly to think that the
actions of another person determines
my worth and stature before God and
others! That is the primary illusion.
And so, like the younger brother in the
story, we hold on to these gangrenous

thoughts in our minds and allow them to
fester and ruminate sometimes for years
without realizing the burden we have
created for ourselves by carrying the
grievance with us wherever we go. The
carrying of grievances through the rivers
of our lifelong journey creates an
unnecessary burden which often times
prevents us from right action and the
attainment of peace and joy in our lives.
Letting go is more courageous than
hanging on. Unless a seed falls to the
ground and dies, it cannot produce fruit.
Unless a caterpillar allows itself to
become transformed it will never be able
to fly. Service to others brings true joy
and lasting peace.

WELCOME BROTHERS!
M∴W∴Russell R. Davis, Sr., Grand
Master and all members of the Craft
extend a warm welcome to our newly
raised brothers, who have been raised
to the sublime Degree of a Master
Mason this year…..
Justin P. Rogers
St. John’s Lodge No.1
Dennis C. Gomes
St. John’s Lodge No.1
Roger Francis, II
St. John’s Lodge No.1
Jaimy Mauricio
St. John’s Lodge No.1
Jason N. Silva
St. John’s Lodge No.1
Jason D. DiCosimo St. John’s Lodge No.1
Robert C. Lindberg
Joshua A. Edwards
James A. LeGeros
Steve Surowinski
Joseph L. Barbato
Enrique C. Dayacap

Harmony Lodge No.9
Harmony Lodge No.9
Harmony Lodge No.9
Harmony Lodge No.9
Harmony Lodge No.9
Harmony Lodge No.9

Brett C. Marggraff

Franklin Lodge No.20

Nathan Rosenbaum Redwood Lodge No.35
Peter A.Trementozzi, III
Redwood Lodge No.35
Matthew J. Yaffe
Redwood Lodge No.35
Redwood Lodge No.35
Jason M. Riffkin
Leo J. Switzer
Lafayette Lodge No.47
Donald R. Gendron Lafayette Lodge No.47
Jeffrey R. Petit
Lafayette Lodge No.47
Theodore A. Lussier Lafayette Lodge No.47
James M. Denier

Daylight Lodge No.48
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(continued from Page 2, Grand Master’s Message)

Symposium at Scottish Rite
Masonic Museum
& Library
Lexington, MA

Some important upcoming dates to
remember:
Masonic Brotherhood Day will be held in
Woodstock, CT on Saturday, March 22nd
at 4:00 PM. This is open to anyone who
would like to attend. Connecticut will be
the host state and the Grand Lodge of
Vermont will provide the program
speaker. Please make reservations
through our Grand Lodge Secretary.
Remember that this is just over the
Rhode Island border, so lets make every
effort to attend. This is a great
opportunity to meet your brothers from
throughout New England, make new
friends, and experience educational
programs from other jurisdictions. A
perfect opportunity to find “more light” in
Masonry.
Lastly, I would like to thank all who
wrote an article in the last issue of the
RI Freemason. Remember it is up to
you to brag about your Lodge, show the
Craft just how proud you are to be a
Mason.
Fraternally,
Russell R. Davis, Sr.
Grand Master
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Mark your calendars for April 11. The
Museum & Library is hosting a
symposium
on
"Perspectives
on
American
Freemasonry
and
Fraternalism. The day-long event seeks
to present the newest research on
American fraternal groups past and
present. The study of their activities and
influence in this country offers the
potential for new interpretations of
American society and culture.
Speakers and subjects include:
"'The Farmer Feeds Us All': The Origins
and Evolution of a Grange Anthem,"
Stephen Canner, Independent Scholar
"Painted Ambition: Notes on Some Early
Masonic Wall Painting," Margaret
Goehring, Assistant Professor of Art
History, New Mexico State University.
"The Colored Knights of Pythias,"
Stephen Hill Sr., Phylaxis Society.

LAFAYETTE LODGE No. 47
TABLE LODGE
MARCH 29, 2014 6:00 PM
TRADITIONAL SONGS AND READINGS
CONTACT BOB DRISKO FOR RESERVATIONS

401-359-4474 fygafnd@verizon.net

From the Editor
Dear Brethren,
I want to thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue.
Unfortunately, we did not have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate,
I have saved the material for our next issue. As a reminder please get your material
for future issues before the deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis.
As the deadline approaches there is less and less space available and your material
may not be published if received on or after the deadline date.

"Mid-Nineteenth
Century
Lodges:
Middle-Class Families in the Absence of
Women," Kristen M. Jeschke, Adjunct
Professor, DeVry University.
Several more speakers are on the
program which are all listed at:

forms@supremecouncil.org
Register now! Deadline for registration
is March 21st.

Friendship Lodge No. 7
Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 8
Morning star Lodge No. 13
Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
Lafayette Lodge No. 47

Northern Masonic District
Charity Dinner Dance

A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions;
•
•
•
•
•

Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files
Please no PDF files they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first
serve basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

When: Saturday, May 3, 2014
Cost: $25.00 per person
Where: Elks Lodge
380 Social Street
Woonsocket, RI 02895
Cocktails: 6:00 PM

Respectfully,
Brother, Richard Lynch
Editor:

R∴W∴Richard F. Lynch

Associate Editors:

M∴W∴Leon C. Knudsen, PGM
W∴Gerald T. Plemmons
Millie T. Hallstrom
Carol R. Plemmons

Editorial Advisor:

M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom Jr. PGM
R∴W∴Grand Secretary

Chicken Dinner catered by
the Garlic Connection
Entertainment & Raffles
Proceeds to benefit the
Robert J. Allen
Medical Equipment Distribution Center
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2014 Rhode Island Masonic Scholarship Sources and Information
There are numerous scholarships available to our Masonic youth. Many, but not all, require the student to be a relative of a member of the
issuing organization. Check the Grand Lodge website for the most up to date copy of this listing: www.rimasons.org

Notice published February 1, 2014
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
The Masonic Grand Lodge of Rhode Island administers numerous scholarship programs, including the Fletcher Fund’s Masonic Youth
Foundation program. Request forms and information from Masonic Grand Lodge Charities of RI, Inc., Attn: Scholarship Committee, 222
Taunton Avenue, East Providence, RI 02914 or call the Grand Lodge office, 401-435-4650.
The forms must be 100% accurately filled out and be received in the Grand Lodge office no later than 4:00 PM on Monday, April 15, 2014.
There are no exceptions.
Scottish Rite, Valley of Providence Abbott Scholarship:
- Currently enrolled freshman, sophomore, junior or senior at an accredited college or university.
- A minimum grade point average of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale. (Freshman scholarships will be distributed after an acceptable GPA is submitted,
following the first semester.)
- A child or grandchild of a Scottish Rite Mason in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.
- A member of a youth organization sponsored by the Masonic fraternity in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.
- A graduate of one of the 32° degree Masonic Learning Centers for Children in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.
- Not available to entering freshmen.
Go to http://www.scottishritenmj.org/Portals/1/images/Forms/AbbottScholarship.pdf to download the form.
Albert P. Ruérat Scholarship. For active DeMolay boys only.
Call Phyllis in the Scottish Rite office, 401-461-2480, for scholarship forms. If she is not available, Tom Yeaw can help. The office is open
Monday – Thursday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. The forms must be submitted in duplicate and must be in the hands of Scottish Rite no later than
April 1, 2014. 2115 Broad Street, Cranston, RI 02905.
Rainbow Grand Assembly
Download the form from the RI Rainbow website: http://www.rirainbowgirls.org/girlsresources.html
is: Mrs. Donna Fox, 63 Limestone Rd., Warwick, RI 02889 401-738-9222.

The scholarship committee chairperson

Order of the Eastern Star
The Grand Chapter of Rhode Island and the Eastern Star Foundation of Rhode Island. Each award is based on the completed application,
required essay, financial need, and scholastic merit. Grand Secretary, Mrs. Kathy Newman, 65 Ethan St., Warwick, RI 02888. The forms
are also available at http://www.gcrioes.org/information/.
Eastern Star Chapters have scholarship programs for the children and relatives of members of each chapter: Adah Chapter for Rainbow
Girls from East Greenwich Assembly; and Queen Esther Chapter. Girls from assemblies formerly sponsored by Nestel and Martha Chapter,
that merged with Adah, can obtain forms from Mrs. Fran Kane, frankane@cox.net.
St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
The scholarship is for the sons, daughters, and grandchildren of living St. Johns lodge members plus one Rainbow Girl and one DeMolay
Boy. Minimum GPA for acceptance: 2.75 of a scale of 4.0.
Mail or e-mail a request for an application to: Louis Sherman, Secretary of St. Johns Lodge No. 1. Providence. The completed form must be
th
postmarked no later than April 30 . If you need more information, you can call Mr. Sherman at 978-257-8303 or e-mail
lsherman9@yahoo.com.
(continued on page 7)
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(continued from Page 6, Scholarships)

Grand Commandery of York Rite Masons
Scholarships are for junior and senior college students. Request an application from Mr. Robert C. Corr, Grand Recorder and Grand
Secretary: yorkriteboston@gmail.com 617-426-1973. The application must be received no later than April 30, 2014.
Providence Chapter of Royal Arch Masons
This scholarship is for the children and grandchildren of living or deceased members of the Providence Chapter only plus Rainbow Girls and
DeMolay Boys. Send a request for a scholarship form to: Edwin E. Fielder, Scholarship Committee Chairman 85 Lakehurst Dr. Coventry, RI
02816 401-397-5637 fielderee@aol.com An e-mail request is preferred. The request for an application must be submitted by the student
(applicant) and be in Mr. Fielder's hands by March 31st.
Calvary Commandery of York Rite Masons, No. 13
For the family members and descendents of Calvary Commandery members only. Download the application form from the Grand Lodge
Scholarship web page (www.rimasons.org) or request it from Carl Willi, 35 Eyler Dr., Portsmouth, RI 02871. Available only to sophomores,
st
juniors, and seniors. Scholarships are awarded on a first come, first granted basis. Applications may be submitted January 1 through July
31, 2014.
Hope Lodge No. 25 Masonic Scholarship
A scholarship is awarded annually to a student who is a member or a close relation to a member of Hope Lodge No. 25 A.F. & A.M.
Wakefield, on the basis of academic achievement and financial need. Student must attend URI and fill out the appropriate university and
Federal Financial aid forms to be considered for this award. The applications are administered by URI, not the Lodge. Income from
endowment for a scholarship awarded Recipient selected is by URI Enrollment Services, not the lodge.

http://web.uri.edu/catalog/files/scholarships-awards.pdf
Redwood Lodge No. 35
The Redwood Scholarship is for children and grandchildren of a member of this Lodge. An applicant can receive a scholarship once and for
the first year of college only. The due date for applications is June 1, 2014. Applications available from the Secretary, Gary Kaufman
401-369-9400 or secretary@redwoodlodge35.com

Published February 1, 2014
Additions, deletions, or corrections to this list should be sent to: Jerry Plemmons 46 Breakwater Lane, North Kingstown, RI 02852-4818 or
Jerry@Plemmons.net

Call of the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations

223rd ANNUAL COMMUNICATION
Brethren:
The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons
for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations will be held in Freemasons’ Hall, 222 Taunton Avenue, East
Providence, Rhode Island

Monday, May 19, 2014
For the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it and the installation of Grand Lodge officers for the
ensuing Masonic year. Grand Lodge will open promptly at 9:00 o’clock A.M. Masters and Wardens, or their proxies, are
required to attend in business suits and to wear their official jewels.
Attest:

Signed:

Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr.

Russell R. Davis, Sr.

Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr.
Grand Secretary

Russell R. Davis, Sr.
Grand Master

Masters and Wardens of Subordinate Lodges only are entitled to send proxies who must be members of the same Lodge.
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A Brief History of Freemasonry in Rhode Island
By: R∴W∴John C. Beebe, III, Grand Historian
Excerpted from “The Master’s Book” by Carl H. Claudy

Part III, of a continuing article
The Anti-Masonic feeling in Rhode Island gathered strength but
slowly; and not until the year 1829 did it appear that the Craft
institution in this State was to be forced to meet a formidable
opposition. Then, indeed, the storm burst forth with a terrible
fury, and seemed to threaten the sweeping away of all the fair
prospects of organization – the complete overthrow of the
institution. The feeling developed against Freemasonry was
more intense and more protracted in Rhode Island than in any
other State, excepting Vermont and New York.
The cause of this changed feeling respecting the Masonic
institution, resulting in a fierce opposition which struck at its early
life, is traceable to the abduction of William Morgan at Batavia,
NY in the Fall of 1826 and his alleged murder at the hands of
Masons.
In 1832, the General Assembly of Rhode Island adopted
report of its Committee, with the recommendation calling for
discontinuance of the Masonic organization. To this demand
Grand Lodge responded, August 27, 1832, by passing
following resolutions:

the
the
the
the

“Resolved, that we are of the opinion that no good can result,
either to the public or to masons, by adopting their
recommendation – that in our view the clamorous leaders of AntiMasonry care not whether we meet in Lodges or Chapters; it is
not the Institution of Masonry they are contending against; that is
merely the pretence; political favor is the object.
Resolved, that we regret the present state of Society; but are of
the opinion that our duty is plain, which is that we manifest a
determination peacefully to adhere to our institution through evil
as well as good reports.”
These resolutions, passed with but one dissenting vote,
doubtless reflected the majority sentiment of Masons in Rhode
Island at the time when such action was taken.
At this period excitement in Rhode Island reached its highest
point. The Anti-Masons presented another memorial to the
General Assembly asking that body to take away the civil
charters, which had been granted to a number of Masonic
organizations in this State. These organizations were cited to
appear and show cause why the charters should not be revoked.
The Grand Lodge appeared by counsel to remonstrate against
the proposed taking away of the charters. Several subordinate
Lodges took similar action, but all endeavors to defeat the
measure, which seems to have been decided upon as a sort of
“political necessity,” proved unavailing. The General Assembly,
at the session held in January 1834, repealed six charters, but
left quite a number of others untouched. It legislated in several
matters to meet the wishes of the Anti-Masons, who at this time
had formed a coalition with one of the other parties, and thereby
gained an increase of political power; and among other acts
passed a law prohibiting the administration of extra-judicial oaths.
It should be stated in this connection that the civil charter of
Grand Lodge, surrendered March 17, 1834, was restored by an
act of the General Assembly, passed April 4, 1861, the renewed
th
charter being received and accepted May 27 of the same year.
The Anti-Masonic storm may be said to have spent its force by
the year 1840, but its effects lasted for a much longer time. No
new lodges were chartered in the jurisdiction from 1825 to 1856.

A sign of revived interest was shown by the large gathering of
brethren convened in Pawtucket on June 24, 1840, on which
occasion a Festival Communication of the Grand Lodge was
held. Interesting services took place in the Congregational
Church, where an eloquent discourse setting forth the
characteristic features of Freemasonry was delivered by the Rev.
Paul Dean of Boston, Massachusetts.
At the Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Rhode
Island, held in Providence, November 26, 1849, Grand Master
William Field presented a draft of a Constitution for a general
Grand Lodge, and after discussion said Constitution was
adopted. The Grand Secretary was directed to cause the new
Constitution to be printed and a copy sent to each Grand Lodge
in the United States. A “temporary” Provision for the proposed
form of government was as follows:
“Whenever and so soon as sixteen of the Grand Lodges in the
United States shall have adopted this Constitution, a Convention
of not more than four delegates from each Grand Lodge, so
adopting it, shall be called by the Senior Grand Lodge of their
number, to assemble in the City of Baltimore, for the purpose of
organizing the body contemplated by it.”
It is hardly necessary to add that this plan failed to obtain the
sufficient endorsement. It may be said, however, that the
Constitution thus set forth was wisely framed, and probably as
unexceptionable an instrument as any could be framed for the
government of a General Grand Lodge. It was the result of much
careful thought and study on the part of its originator – Bro.
William Field.
Before dismissing this subject it may be said that although a
majority of the older Grand Lodges – those in existence prior to
1850 – had, at some time or other, endorsed the plan of a
national organization, no such body was ever constituted. There
was a want of prompt and united action at the favorable time, and
therefore, while numerous Conventions were held and several
elaborate plans proposed, the projects one after another came to
naught.
At the meeting of Grand Lodge, May 28, 1849, action was taken
in regard to two dormant lodges, viz: Evening Star Lodge No. 17,
of Smithfield and Lafayette Lodge No. 19, of Cumberland. The
charters of these lodges were declared forfeited and proceedings
were taken to place the jewels, records and other property in the
hands of the officers of Grand Lodge.
Freemasonry, as expressed in Rhode Island, has been
progressive in character, always seeking to extend the lines of its
usefulness and to keep in touch with the intellectual, social and
moral advances of the community. It has been favored with the
leadership of capable men, and its members have been drawn
from reputable and intelligent classes that constitute good
citizenship. In the years of reviving interest and prosperity,
following the dark period of Anti-Masonry, the feeling became
strong on the part of farseeing brethren that more attention
should be devoted to preserving the records of the institution and
disseminating its principals, and that better provision should be
made, by means of books and publications, to meet the demands
of thoughtful, studious Craftsmen. So it was the Grand Lodge of
Rhode Island, at its Quarterly Communication, held in
Providence, August 27, 1849, adopted the following resolutions:
“Resolved, that it is of the first importance that Masonic bodies
should be fully informed upon the history, principals, progress,
and existing condition of Masonry.
Resolved, that one essential means of attaining the foregoing
object would be the establishment of a Library of Masonic works
by this Grand Lodge.
(continued on Page 9)
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Resolved, that it is recommended that the several lodges under
this jurisdiction make a donation from the funds, or take up a
contribution at their next subsequent meeting after receiving a
copy of these resolutions.
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interest, Washington was a founding/charter member
Alexandria Lodge No.22 after he retired from political office.

of

Resolved, that the Grand Secretary be requested to forward a
copy of these resolutions to each Subordinate Lodge.”
The ten years from 1860 to 1870 were fruitful in activities and
movements, which signified an increased interest in
Freemasonry on the part of Rhode Island Craftsmen. In 1860
few lodges were occupying halls of their own; few had invested
funds; and while candidates were again knocking at Masonic
doors they were not yet appearing in such numbers as was soon
to be the case. At the date named, the Grand Lodge of the State
was without means, being actually in debt to the Grand Treasurer
for a small amount. A strong confidence, however, possessed
the minds of brethren, who applied themselves energetically and
intelligently to restoring the former glory of their institution.
(To be continued next issue)

COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM
Masonic Research Lodge of Rhode Island
R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci
Towards the late summer of last year, a small group of brothers
met together to discuss the possibility of a Masonic Research
Lodge in the Grand Jurisdiction of Rhode Island. Their efforts
were focused on bringing the opportunity for a higher and deeper
education in Freemasonry and related esoteric subjects. This
opportunity is available in other states and some research lodges
have flourished for many decades. With the insurgence of many
new brothers whose intention in joining Freemasonry was partly
fueled by the thought of learning and unlocking the many secrets
of the ages and ultimately gaining higher light, this endeavor
seemed realistic. After a few months of deliberation, our Most
Worshipful Grand Master, Russell R. Davis, Sr. was informed of
their intentions and with much enthusiasm, Grand Master Davis,
blessed their efforts and promised his full support. With this
positive nod from the Grand Master, the brethren formed a
Masonic Research Lodge Steering Committee to explore and
formulate this new concept. The Committee consisted of the
original five brothers, R∴W∴Richard Lynch, W∴David Lavery,
W∴Michael Northup, W∴Marcus Channell, and brother Andrew
Daigle, to which R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci and brother Jeff
Desmarais was invited.
The ensuing months lead to a journey none of us had traveled
before, but with excitement we tread forward to develop a
concept, bylaws, protocol manual, operating budget, and the
most difficult aspect…..the name. Therefore, what is in a
name…..everything, since it sets the tone and image of the
lodge. Derived from Roman Latin the lodge name means the
“College of the Study for Light” or at least a close translation.
After assembling all the appropriate documents, the next step is
to apply to the Grand Master for a “Letter of Dispensation” which
will allow the new Lodge to operate for one year, to prove its
viability, before a Charter or Warrant to Work is issued. Below is
a photograph of our meeting at Norey’s in Newport on Monday,
February 17, 2014 (Presidents’ Day) for the committee to sign
the “Letter of Dispensation”. The committee felt the day was
most appropriate since our country’s founding father, President
and Worshipful Brother George Washington’s birthday is
celebrated on this day, along with several others. Point of

Founding members of COLLEGIVM LVMINOSVM celebrate the acceptance of
the dispensation for Rhode Island’s 1st Lodge of Masonic Research.
Pictured L-R: brothers; Peter Iacobucci, Roger Williams No.32; Michael
Northup, Mt. Vernon No.4; David Lavery, St Johns No.1; Jeff Desmarais,
Daylight No.48; Marcus Channell, Overseas No. 40; Andrew Daigle, St. Johns
No.1; not pictured, Rick Lynch, St. Johns No. 1 Providence, (photographer).

The Lodge will meet four times a year, three times for research
papers to be presented and discussed and one annual
communication. We intend to meet at various lodges throughout
the districts (not on a regular lodges meeting night) and therefore
make it convenient for all. Membership will be open to all Master
Masons with two distinct categories of membership, Scholar and
Fellow. A Scholar Member becomes a Fellow after they have
presented an approved paper in open lodge and been voted
upon by the Fellows. Within the first year, while working under
the “Letter of Dispensation”, a special category of “Charter
Member” will be available. This will be an option within that year
for an additional fee. One other distinction about thisLodge of
research is that it will open and close in Rhode Island ritual and
form but will not have a progressive line nor confer any Masonic
degrees. Papers presented in the lodge will be eligible as
programs for the regular lodges with the jurisdiction.
My Brothers, this is a unique opportunity to join a lodge for purely
educational purposes to learn and discuss many symbolic,
esoteric, and Masonic ideas and theories. There is a thirst for
additional knowledge that needs to be explored and quenched.
Thanks to the support of M∴W∴Russell R. Davis, Sr., and with
his granting of the “Letter of Dispensation”, we hope to be up and
running shortly, at which time further information will be
advertised in the RI Freemason as well as correspondences sent
to each lodge. We will also have a link to the Grand Lodge
website. Thank you and hope to see you at research meeting!
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Report from the Masonic Districts
METRO DISTRICT

R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, D.D.G.M.
Starting this New Year has been quite an interesting time
between Masonic events and our crazy cold and snowy weather.
However, Gil and I had the pleasure of installing the officers of
Jenks Lodge No. 24 on Sunday, January 5th. It was a fantastic
Sunday afternoon with a full line of officers and a full house
during the Semi-public portion of the installation. Congratulations
to W∴Tom Holton for completing another year as Master in
exemplary form and fashion. Under his leadership, the Lodge
progressed and prospered and is now poised to continue for
many years to come. The bright future is due to the installation
of W∴Bryan Martin and a full line of excellent brothers who are
enthusiastic and hard working. Congratulations to all the new
officers. Gil and I know they will have a great year!
Following Jenks Lodge Annual was our Official Visitation to
Redwood Lodge No. 35. What a great night as we visited the
lodge with a well-attended suite. The program for the evening
was the Officers Forum on Lodge Etiquette and Protocols given
by R∴W∴Paul Kokolsky, Director of Masonic Education. The
program was very informative and relevant to the needs of the
brethren to follow proper protocols within the lodge. A must see
for all brethren when given in your district. In addition, I extend a
special thank you to the brethren of Redwood Lodge for such a
warm welcome for Gil and me.
Finally, our last official duty in the month of January was the
Grand Master’s Official Visitation to the Metro District, hosted by
Rising Sun Lodge No. 30. As always, the Grand Master’s suite
was large and very distinguished with many lodges throughout
the jurisdiction attending. Even such far away places as Southern
District and East Bay! The District suite was probably one of the
largest we have had throughout our travels. A great night with a
great program. The program was a talk given by a survivor of the
911 attack on the Pentagon. An amazing story of circumstances
that saved his life, by deviating from his usual daily routine, yet
solemn for the loss of the other 184 less fortunate employees
who lost their lives. However, the lesson of love and appreciation
was the real message. A message that we should hold dear
every moment of our lives.
Our upcoming schedule begins with the Metro District Charity
event to be held on March 22, 2014. The format is a modified
table lodge that non-Masons can attend and get a hint of what
Freemasonry is all about. W∴Marcus Channell the Junior Past
Master of Overseas Lodge, worked very hard to make this format
acceptable for non-Masons. Because of that effort, it would be
great if we filled the event to capacity.
Our Official Visitation to Jenks Lodge No. 24 will be on March 24,
th
2014. Our last visitation in the districts will be on April 16 , to be
hosted at St. Johns Lodge No.1 Providence. I am told they have
a special program planned and I hope you will be able to join us.
Wow, we are nearing the end of our District journey!
Our remaining schedule is:
March 22, 2014 – Metro District Charity
March 24, 2014 – DDGM Official Visitation to Jenks Lodge No.24
April 12, 2014

– Grand Masters Official Visitation to
Ionic Lodge No. 28 (Central District)

April 16, 2014 – DDGM Visitation to St. Johns Lodge No. 1P
May 10, 2014 _ Grand Masters Official Visitation to
Roger Williams Lodge No. 32 (Mother Lodge)
May12, 2014 – Annual Communication of Redwood Lodge No.35
The Metro District is doing quite well and all the lodges are
having a great year. Many candidates are being processed and
the Craft is thriving!!
To all from Gil and me: God Bless you and your families, God
Bless America, our Military, and our great Fraternity. May the
light of the Grand Architect of the Universe and our Masonic
principles guide us in all our endeavors.

EAST BAY DISTRICT

R∴W∴Glenn S. Carlson, D.D.G.M.
It’s March and hopefully Punxsutawney Phil wasn’t scared off,
back in February by seeing his shadow and winter is over. I think
we have had more than enough of the frigid cold weather for one
season!
Taking a quick look back to the busy month of January, Scott and
I had three Annuals packed into this month. First was Adelphoi
th
Lodge No. 33 on January 7 , it was a very cold night inside and
out. The temperature dropped into the single digits on this night
and because of furnace problems the temperature in the Lodge
also dropped! We got through it and W∴John Takian was
installed Master for the ensuing year. This was a closed
installation, so once we quickly concluded with the installations,
we all headed over to B. Pinelli’s for a wonderful dinner to end
this frosty evening.
On January 15th, it was St. Alban’s No. 6 Annual Communication.
W∴Andrew Giovaninni was placed in that Oriental Chair to lead
his Lodge into 2014. He informed us that the top hat he is
wearing this year is a hat made by General William Barton from
the early 1800’s. W∴Giovaninni has done a lot of research on
historical figures, including brother George Washington and will
be incorporating this research into his future meetings, so if you
get a chance, get out and visit with the brothers of St. Alban’s
Lodge.
January 27th brought us to the close of our work in the East Bay
with St. Paul’s Lodge Annual. W∴J.C. Redfearn and his officers
have worked very hard this year getting their Lodge up to speed
and I have to say, they have done a great job. They have a full
line of Officers and would love for you to visit with them. W∴ Dan
Rzewuski, W∴Dave Crandell and brother Ralph Brunson
traveled all the way from Franklin Lodge and I don’t even think
they rented a hotel. Thanks for joining us Brothers!
All the Lodges of the East Bay are working hard with their fundraising efforts this year. This is the first year in a long time that
they will not be heading up a food drive in the local stores. Many
of the locations that they would collect boxes of food from, saw
what a great response they were getting and actually decided to
do their own food collections. At our organizational meeting the
officers decided to have a little friendly competition to see which
Lodge could collect the most funds. They have until the last East
Bay Visitation at St. Paul’s to build up their totals to see who is
the “Champion Fund-raiser of the East Bay.” They have decided
that all funds raised will go to the International Order of Rainbow
Girls and their big Supreme Assembly coming up in a few years,
the “Supreme 2016” to be held in Providence. So if you can
purchase a ticket or join them for one of their Special Events!
(continued on page 11)
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Scott and I have already had our visitations to Washington Lodge
No.3 in December and by the time you read this, our second,
th
February 13 at St. Andrews Lodge No.39. I am sure that it was
well attended because the East Bay Brothers have a tight bond.
We look forward to seeing more of the Plantation Brothers
crossing the bridges to join us for our visitations to Adelphoi
th
Lodge No.33 on March 4 , St. Alban’s Lodge No. 6 on March
th
12 , St. John’s Lodge No.1 on April 7th and St. Paul’s Lodge
th
No.14 on May 6 . So mark your calendar, gas up your vehicle,
pack a lunch, dust off your E-Zpass and join us for some great
fellowship.
I like to end these articles with something interesting that I have
heard, read or found on the internet and hope that you find them
interesting also.
“15 Qualities of a Master Mason” by Brother, Steve Grant
1. Master Masons do not have selfish interests. All they do, say,
and think is for the welfare of others.
2. Vanity is dead for them. They see themselves as they are and
do not pretend to be something other than what they are.
3. Anger is no longer their master. They have found that anger is
a defense mechanism of the ego.
4. They are not the slaves of possessions. Money, homes, cars,
clothes, books, TV’s are not evil in themselves; it is being a slave
to them that is a problem.
5. Master Masons are not afraid to act with courage in their
convictions. If they have a fear, they act to overcome it.
6. A Master Mason is always a real person. He does not care
what others think of him, but he constantly cares for the welfare
of others.
7. He sees the viewpoints of others. He listens and thinks about
what others are saying so as to understand them.
8. His emotions are always positive. If hate or anger try to
control him, he finds love and understanding and lets them bloom
instead.
9. He uses his imagination for creative, not destructive purposes.
He imagines how he is going to respond instead of react to
events.
10. He does not belittle or slander others. His job is to see that
anything that comes from his mind, emotions, or mouth is the
highest it can be for him.
11. Each day he aligns himself with his inner teacher. He does
this by spending a few quiet minutes to allow himself to be
healed of his vices and shortcomings.
12. All his actions have as their basic animating energy the
power of Love. Even when he acts as a warrior to destroy
darkness and evil, it is with the support of love and freedom.
13. He always has a vision. His vision comes from his heart, and
because this is so, it always includes humanity.
14. His actions, feelings and thoughts are in harmony with the
teachings of ageless Wisdom. He is always acting in the best
interests of all concerned, and his daily life is an example of
sanity and balance.
15. He is never fanatical. He is sane, normal, and healthy. The
most interesting idea about the Master Mason is that he is one
who is an example of integration. Integration means, that his
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mind, emotions, and body all work together and not against each
other. A true Master Mason has glimpsed the eternal and
unchanging reality of life. He sees all things as necessary in the
Great Plan for unfolding the hidden potential of all creation. As
such, mortality and its illusion are overcome by him. As he lives
in the eternal, his life reflects that eternal consciousness.
As always, travel safe and Scott and I look forward to seeing you
out and about and hope to meet and greet you on the level.

NORTHERN DISTRICT

R∴W∴Kenneth F. Poyton, D.D.G.M.
Greetings from the Northern Masonic District
Congratulations to Brother Justin Molitar who was installed as
Master of Morning Star Lodge No.13. I also want to congratulate
W∴Steven Dapont, Jr. who completed his term as Master of the
lodge. I have not known Brother Dapont for long, but I have
enjoyed working with him since coming to the Northern District,
and his sincere effort. Morning Star Lodge is a proud Lodge with
a rich history. I am particularly fond of one of Morning Star’s
former members who many years ago passed to celestial lodge
above. I am referring to Most Worshipful Past Grand Master,
Walter Ballou. Growing up on a farm with horses I got to know
M∴W∴Ballou who was a Ferrier (blacksmith) who took care of
our horses. I remember him being at a horse show once and the
judge (also a Master Mason) seemed to be ignoring all the other
riders and awarding the blue ribbon only to a couple of people.
M∴W∴Ballou saw this and quietly approached the judge with his
arms crossed and his Past Grand Masters ring in full glory for the
judge to see. I don’t know what he said to him but all of a sudden
the judge realized that there were numerous other riders who
deserved a blue ribbon and he did the right thing. I wonder which
way the square and compass on his ring was facing?
I want to thank Roger Williams Lodge for the courtesy they
extended to me during my official visitation to the lodge. The
entertainment was the Providence Brigade Band.
I also wish to thank the Master of Mount Moriah Lodge for the
courtesy extended to me during my official visitation to the lodge.
I did something different for a DDGM visitation. I was the
speaker and my topic was on the A, B, C, and D of trust.
So far the support I have been given by the Brothers from the
Northern Masonic district has been splendid and I thank you for
that.
UPCOMING D.D.G.M. VISITATIONS
I have two visitations to make in March and April:
Morning Star Lodge No.13 on March 6th and Lafayette Lodge
No. 47 on April 2nd. I am very much looking forward to
introducing the brethren from the Northern Masonic District to
the respective Masters of these lodges.
NORTHERN MASONIC DISTRICT CHARITY EVENT
The Junior Wardens of the lodges in the District have been
working together to plan this event. It will be a Dinner Dance
rd
at the Elks Hall at 380 Social St., Woonsocket, RI on May 3 .
Cocktails will begin at 6:00 PM followed by a chicken dinner,
entertainment and raffles. Please contact the Junior Warden
from your respective lodge for tickets. The proceeds from this
event will go to the Robert J Allen Medical Equipment
Center. Need I say any more?
(continued on page 12)
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EDUCATION SECTION
This particular education segment from the “Master’s Book” by
Dr. Carl H. Claudy is found in Chapter 3 titled; Plans.
Masonic entertainment, as opposed to singing, music, vaudeville,
motion pictures, lectures on non-Masonic topics, pack the Lodge
room whenever fairly tried. The Master must select the
entertainment which pleases his lodge and plan accordingly, or
appoint a capable chairman of an entertainment committee to do
it for him. Interesting Lodge meetings do not “just happen.”
Success follows the age-old instruction to Masters -- “first
program your work; then work your program.” Plans for six
months ahead (with sufficient elasticity to permit changes for
unexpectedly and happy necessary degree work) are wise. To
know that on the first meeting in the year a contest is to be held;
on the third a debate; on the fifth, a Masonic spelling match, will
cause many a member to plan to attend who otherwise would
remain comfortably at home with the evening paper. It should be
emphasized that the duty of a Master is first to the members of
his Lodge; the possibility of much “work” on many candidates
should be a secondary consideration.

CENTRAL DISTRICT

R∴W∴Gary S. Kaufman, D.D.G.M.

As I look forward to the March and April timeframe, the lodges
will continue with degree work, breakfasts, and other charitable
programs. I will be paying my official visitations to Harmony
Lodge on March 4th and Daylight Lodge on April 14th. The Grand
Master will pay an official visitation to our District, which will be
hosted by Ionic Lodge on April 12th.
Lastly, I would like to bring you up to date on my travels in the
Districts. As many of you know, R∴W∴David Armstrong, my
Grand Master of Ceremonies, agreed to be my GMC for two
years. I am very grateful for David’s friendship, good council and
putting up with me. Thank you Dave for being there when I
needed you. You are the personification of a true friend and
brother Mason. As the two years are coming to an end, I am
pleased to announce that W∴Mark E. Eddleston of Lafayette
Lodge No. 47 has agreed to by my Grand Master of Ceremonies
starting May 19, 2014 at the Annual Communication of Grand
Lodge. Thank you Worshipful Mark for agreeing to join me on
this ride to the Oriental Grand East. There are many fun times
ahead….fasten your seat belt!
See you in the District!

SOUTHERN DISTRICT

R∴W∴Robert B. Ellston, D.D.G.M

Hello from the Central District!

The Southern Masonic District sends its’ Greetings:

The Central District is very much alive and doing great work.
Several lodges have performed degree work over the past month
or so. Not a surprise is that the ritual and degree work in the four
lodges of the Central District, is the best! Two District Charity
programs are being run this year. Each lodge is participating at
Epiphany House Soup Kitchen. In addition, Daylight Lodge is
running a clothing drive.

It’s been busy here in the southland. Hope Lodge No. 25 hosted
th
my first Official Visitation on January 8 along with an informative
Officer’s Forum on Masonic Etiquette presented by R∴W∴Paul
Kokolsky. That evening, I had the pleasure of making my first
presentation of a 50-year Masonic Service Award. Brother
William M. Gates, III received his award exactly 50 years to the
day of his signing the bylaws of Hope Lodge in 1964. Worshipful
Tom Clune, thank you for the gracious hospitality of your Lodge.

My first Official Visitation of the New Year was to Ionic Lodge No.
28 on February 8th. By dispensation the time was moved to
12:00 noon as the lodge had a game dinner scheduled that
evening. I was not in attendance that afternoon for the visitation
as I was in the Dominican Republic on a Clean Water Project
with Rotary International. R∴W∴Bob Ellston stood in for me. I
am told he did a great job. Thank you R∴W∴Bob for filling in. I
owe you one! W∴Ken Gebler said that the game dinner was a
‘tasty’ success.
Some other things happening in the District, Manchester Lodge
No. 12 under W∴Kevin Toro has a thriving Fellow Craft Club. It
is great that brothers can meet and enjoy each other’s company
without the formalities of the Lodge. Manchester Lodge also had
a successful Blood Drive on January 11th and before I forget,
although I was unable to go, Manchester hosted a get-away
th
weekend on Cape Cod on February 28 . Daylight Lodge
continues to work under the direction of W∴Jason Greene who is
sitting in for a second term. The second time is less stressful so
there is more time to enjoy. W∴Greene had a Scholarship
th
Breakfast on February 17 . The breakfast included the
Narragansett Color Guard who had a bake sale. W∴Greene set
up the program as an invitation to potential candidates as well.
Harmony Lodge No. 9 under the direction of W∴Ed Diggle has
been busy as well with a Fellow Craft Club, a get-away weekend
to Cape Cod in January and an EA degree on January 30th. In
February the Travel Club went to the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts for a program presented by Scott Wolter.
Harmony was not without its share of sadness as Masonic
Services were held for Brothers, Henry Forte and Charles Ross.

Not quite two weeks later, it was my pleasure to install Worshipful
Daniel Rzewuski and his line of officers at Franklin Lodge No. 20.
And while there was snow in the north, none appeared in the
Southern District, thus we hope, breaking the curse. This was the
first Semi-public Installation that Keith and I had done and to say
the least, we were both a little apprehensive. But all went well,
the event was very well attended and a good time was had by all.
As I was preparing to return north, W∴Rzewuski handed me
paperwork indicating the Lodge’s desire to work toward obtaining
the Grand Master’s Award in the up-coming year. I wish you,
your Officers and your Lodge well in this endeavor. Worshipful
Paul DeRita it was a pleasure to come to know and work with you
over the past few months during your term as Master.
A Prime Rib dinner along with an educational and informative
program, presented by W∴Michael Northup, Master of Mt.
Vernon Lodge No. 4 was the order of the evening during my
Official Visitation to that Lodge on February 6th. W∴Mike spoke
at length on the “Four Cardinal Virtues”, enlightening everyone in
attendance. February 22nd found Keith and me again at Mt.
Vernon Lodge. This time it was to again conduct their Semipublic Installation of officers with Worshipful Harold Ritter being
installed as Master of the Lodge. Congratulations and best
wishes on your year, W∴Harold.
Charity Lodge No.23 hosted their “Scholarship Dinner” and
auction on Saturday evening January 25th. Once again the meal
was beyond words, as was the fellowship and good fun enjoyed
(continued on page 13)
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by all who were there. On April 10th Keith and I will be paying our
Official Visitation to Charity Lodge and we are looking forward to
the program that Worshipful Stan Wostal is preparing for that
evening. I’m sure it will be very interesting.
The “Johnny Cake Center” Food Pantry is again this year the
beneficiary of the proceeds from the “Southern District Winter
Warmer Dinner”. The event, held at the Downey Weaver
st
American Legion Post No. 34 on February 1 was as in the past,
a great success, hats off to the Junior Wardens of the Southern
District Lodges. You Brothers, with such assistance as was
necessary, forged a fantastic evening for those of us who were
able to partake of your efforts.
Brethren, I was told that the Southern District was a friendly,
caring place and truly, it is! Thank you.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES
St. John’s Lodge No. 1
Brother, David Lavery, P.M.
Masonry in Portsmouth has been wonderful for the past few
months, and so much so, that we were too busy to even write
something in the previous issue of the Freemason about it!
Indeed, all of Freemasonry has been prospering on Aquidneck
Island, as both St. Paul's Lodge and St. John's Lodge have been
busy conducting degree work, and applications continue to be
submitted regularly.
St. John's Lodge No. 1’s new Master is Robert Collins Jr., owner
of the inveterate, Reidy's Family Restaurant on East Main Road
in Portsmouth. This little restaurant is a hub for locals looking for
true bargain on the north end of Aquidneck island. In addition to
running his own business, the Master is continuing to help shape
the business of the lodge, re-organizing and trimming the lodge
costs with fervency and zeal. With this same zeal, he conferred
the Fellow Craft degree on several candidates, while preparing
the officers to make new Masons at our very next meeting in
March. The Master's line is equally fervent, with several young
Master Masons taking their first position in line, and others who
have only been Masons a few years exemplifying how their
continued determination yields the sweet fruits of constant
practice. These brothers are also helping to transform the
Temple with the application of their professional skills, and
helping to transform the Lodge's culture with their energy and
new ideas. In addition to all of that, the lodge was visited by
several Freemasons from St. John's Lodge in Boston, MA.
Ostensibly, this lodge is the progenitor of St. John's Lodge in
Newport, Providence, and by such action it is the same for all
lodges within this Grand Jurisdiction. It can be argued that the
Provincial Grand Masters provided the warrants for our lodges,
but there was no New England lodge before them. It strikes me
how our lodges have come down together since colonial times,
and this has provided the way for us to gather together as
brothers - truly men who might otherwise have remained at
perpetual distance. I feel the same about the brothers within my
own lodge - printers, engineers, accountants, antique restorers,
tug boat captains, instrument makers, cooks, and even operative
stonemasons - how would I befriend them, across lines of
religion, geography, and occupation were it not for the noble art
of Freemasonry? Thanks to our ancient brethren, and the
veterans who helped keep us free, we can continue to be
traveling men together on the level of time.
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St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
Brother, Robert R. Mason, P.M.
Our January Communication started a little earlier than usual due
to the large number of candidates scheduled for degree work that
evening. Business was conducted and we once again had to
pay tribute to two “fallen” brothers.
Needless to say,
M∴W∴Stephen E. Carpenter, PGM was one of the most sincere
and dedicated leaders that this state has had. His personality,
demeanor, poise and companionship really affected all of us who
knew him well. Several eulogies were offered. We also lost
another brother that had passed during the previous month,
brother William Emilianowicz originally from Barney Merry Lodge.
Brother, Miguel Odio our newest affiliate member signed the
bylaws that evening. Miguel is a Mason from Cuba who has
since moved to RI. Welcome Miguel, we hope you enjoy the
many and varied activities that are planned at the lodge.
We had a vote in lodge to officially sponsor the newest Chapter
of DeMolay. Gaspee Chapter of DeMolay was voted on and
approved by the general membership. St. Johns will actively
sponsor and support the new Chapter. We have several brothers
including the Master who will act as advisors to the chapter but
we are also looking for more brothers to help out. Please contact
the W∴Rick Lynch if you would like to be part of this new
commitment.
W∴Ed Bertrand announced that he has organized a “Winter
Outing at Yawgoo Ski Area for St. Johns members and their
nd
families on February 22 . After our business meeting was
completed our work of the evening was passing our 7 candidates
to the degree of Fellow Craft. Our officers did a wonderful job
conferring the degree and our Senior Deacon, brother William
Deluca did an excellent rendition of the Middle Chamber lecture.
After the work of the evening, announcements were given, and
counts were taken. We had 13 Past Masters present and were
fortunate to have R∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III (Chip) Deputy
Grand Master present with us. He greeted the the newest Fellow
Craft along with the Master and congratulated them on their
Masonic Journey thus far. The Deputy Grand Master then closed
St. Johns Lodge in Form.
Please join us on at our monthly meetings on the 3rd Wednesday
of each month. We look forward to meeting all of you on the
level.

Washington Lodge No. 3
Brother, Robert Sinclair, P.M.
From the old to the new, this is a very accurate reflection on the
goings on at Washington Lodge No.3, as well as the degree work
that is ongoing as we continue to receive applications from young
men who want to make themselves better. We have more lively
discussions going on every month, that are drawing more and
more members back from TV watching rather than attending
lodge. We are slowly changing from a lodge where a few
members talk at every meeting to where most members now take
part in the discussions and activities of the lodge. Participation is
the golden rule for all Masons in attendance.
November saw us celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the
Gettysburg address and a discussion on the same took place at
the meeting. In December we discussed how to deal with
“conspiracy enthusiasts” who attack Freemasonry. Great ideas
were offered and a great deal of humor was forthcoming. In
January we discussed, the Battle of Gettysburg which proved a
(continued on page 14)
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fine start to the Anniversary year. The causes, tactics and results
were reviewed and a great discussion took place. We were all
sorry when the night came to an end. It is amazing the interests
of our lodge brethren.

approval by the Fire Department to completely remove the
attacking fire escape. With a half-day blockage of one lane of
Highway 114 and the use of a large crane, a rigging crew saved
us from our aggressor.

Also, at the January meeting it was announced that Washington
Lodge was selected as the host site for the York Rite Unity Night
for Rhode Island and Massachusetts. Our own Temple Chapter
No. 3 and Webb Council No. 3 were joint Hosts for the event. It
was very appropriate that the second oldest active lodge room in
the country be the host of this Unity Night. Our Grand Master
M∴W∴Russell R. Davis Sr. was escorted into the lodge room by
the heads of all the York Rite Bodies in RI and Massachusetts.
Brotherly love and friendship were very much in evidence. A brief
talk on the history of the lodge building was presented by brother
Robert Sinclair Thrice Illustrious Master of Webb Council No. 3
for the benefit of the multitude of Masons attending who had
never been in the building before.
Mark your calendars for March 8th from 4:00 PM until 7:00 PM for
Washington Lodge’s Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner will be
served. All are invited, donation $12.00 is encouraged and we
will have plenty of parking available. For reservations call
brothers:
Steve Curria 401-632-0725 or Bob St. Jean 401-397-4888

St. Alban’s Lodge No. 6
Brother, William Stephens, PM
There’s no escaping it……or is there?
For many, many years the heavy fire escape hung from the side
of St. Alban’s lodge building, like a huge, attacking erector set,
trying to topple it. Slowly it was having its way, and the south
wall began to lean out. The process accelerated after heavy steel
was added to reinforce the roof a couple of years ago. Was
there any way to escape the attack of the fire escape?

So it appears that we did escape the attacking fire escape, if not
all of its ravages.
We are now free of that deleterious
appendage. But, three years after finally being able to use our
lodge room, following three years of non-use during extensive
roof and ceiling repairs, we are again homeless. We have
gratefully accepted the invitation from our brothers of Washington
Lodge No. 3 to use their beautiful lodge for the time being, and
we thank them for being willing to take a chance on having us
there while we wait for the engineer’s recommendations.

Friendship Lodge No. 7
Brother, Trevor Humphrey
As always we had a great few months at Friendship Lodge. After
a very busy holiday season we gathered 14 bothers from
Friendship Lodge to accompany R∴W∴Kenneth F. Poyton to his
last visitation in the Northern District at Roger Williams Lodge,
and on a happy side note were able to recover our trowel!
W∴Colicci, W∴Beck and Brother Fredricksen organized a great
night of Fellowship when they had a gentleman come to the
lodge to demonstrate the fine art of hand rolling cigars. We
conferred the Fellow Craft degree on our 4 candidates on
th
January 30 . These new Fellow Craft cooked dinner and
th
cleaned the lodge for our regular meeting on February 8 .
Anyone who has been in our kitchen will tell you, that it is where
you truly feel the brotherly love of Friendship Lodge. It is a great
leveling field where you get to know your fellow bothers and
where the new members begin to feel like old friends.

Before conditions had become too bad, one alternative was to
add supporting legs, which would take some of the load off of the
building. However, the increasing pace of the movement soon
dictated the need for engineering expertise, the need to shore up
the roof, the admonition to leave the fire escape alone until the
engineers could evaluate the situation, and the loss of the use of
our lodge room again.
During the recent repairs to our roof and ceiling, we were
“requested” by the Fire Marshall to install a full sprinkler and fire
alarm system throughout the building. Besides making us feel
much safer now, these improvements have, at least, resulted in

Our February meeting was short and sweet. We voted on two
new candidates to take the three degrees of Freemasonry. More
importantly, we had the great honor of presenting a 50-Year pin
to brother, Herb Batty. If you missed being there, please make
sure you congratulate him next time you see him.
Luckily as we all thaw out from the long winter Friendship Lodge
enters its quiet time of year. We will be hosting our Master
Mason Degree, with the date still pending. After that it will be
smooth sailing straight through until the Steak Fry in June.

www.rimasons.org
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Mount Moriah Lodge No. 8
Brother, Roger Lepire, P.M.
W∴Mike Picard has had his trial by fire, and he came through
unscathed! Before he had even opened a meeting he went to
the Grand Lodge Semi-Annual and was chosen to be one of the
Masters to count the ballots. He was then selected by the Grand
Master to chair that committee. This could have unsettled a
brand new Master, but Mike just took it in stride. Mike then put on
our annual Children’s Christmas Party. There were 25 children in
attendance and they all had a wonderful time. Mike tried
something different and had a show called Mad Science and it
dealt with a fire & ice theme. It was very entertaining and the
children loved it. There was plenty of food to eat and then the
children got to meet Santa, who passed out gifts to all the
children. Bob Cornell was his usual happy bearded self.
Mike also made certain that all of our Special Ladies had a
Poinsettia delivered to them for Christmas. Delivering all these
flowers takes much planning and participation from many lodge
brothers, to visit all of our widows.
As promised last issue we will now learn a bit more about our
new Master. Mike was born at St. Anne’s Hospital in Fall River to
his mom Hope Parece. Mike attended Pottersville Elementary,
South Middle School, and Seekonk Middle School. He then
attended Christian Life Academy and Barrington High School. He
graduated from URI with a Bachelor’s Degree in Landscape
Architecture. Mike met his wife Lauren Audette at Burger King.
They honeymooned in Aruba in September 2001. They have a
daughter Mikela (a combo of both their names) who is 10, and a
daughter Madison who is 9. He works at Sudbury Design Group
as a Landscape Architect. He started as an intern in 1998 and
has been there full time since 1999. Mike played baseball and
football at Seekonk High School, and Rugby at Barrington High
School. Mike coaches premier level girls soccer for his daughter
Madison’s team, Lucitana F.C. His daughter Mikela is taking
dance. Now you know a bit more about the man you will be
calling Worshipful for this year.
Our January Meeting was our Past Masters Night. This is when
the Past Masters of the lodge put one or more candidates
through the First Degree. This year the event was set up by Past
Master W∴Brad Bellows. Now Brad thought he had everything
arranged, but on rehearsal night he found out that the brother
who was to be Master for the meeting could not make it. W∴Bill
Wunschel volunteered to fill in. Brad then agreed to take Bill’s
place as Senior Warden. Three days later at our Friday meeting
Brad had to bring his wife to the hospital and could not make the
meeting. Past Masters tend to be very flexible, so W∴Bob
Cornell filled in as Senior Warden at the last minute. To make
things more exciting for the brothers the meeting was opened
and closed by our present line officers In the First Degree. We
put five candidates through that evening, and even that was done
in a different way than usual. The evening result was that the
present officer line did a great job opening and closing in the First
Degree. The Past Masters also did a great job led by W∴Bill as
Master, and W∴Bob as Senior Warden. There is not room to
mention all the other Past Masters but suffice it to say they all
impressed the candidates. And the candidates were all pleased
to be able to sit through the closing. Kudos to all involved in the
work of the evening.
In the next issue you will learn a lot about the man who this year
is the District Deputy Grand Master of the Southern District. We
happen to know a lot about R∴W∴Robert Ellston as he is not
only a member of our lodge, he is also the Chaplain, as well as
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having other duties. You will need to read the next issue to know
not only what those duties are, but to also learn what makes him
tick. See you next issue, The Good Lord Willing.

Morning Star Lodge No. 13
Brother, Justin Molitor, Master
Greetings brethren,
We have quite a bit planned at Morning Star Lodge this year.
From entertaining programs, pig roasts, Special Ladies functions,
and family nights. Everyone is welcome to join in on the
comradeship.
The Woonsocket Temple Corporation is hosting a dinner theater
th
fundraiser on March 29 at the lodge. The dinner starts at 6:30
PM with the presentation to follow. Tickets are $25.00 each or
$40.00 per couple and are obtainable from any of the lodge
officers. Also the Northern District is hosting a charity event to
rd
benefit the Robert Allen Masonic Medical Center on May 3 at
the Elks Club in Woonsocket. It will begin at 6:00 PM and the
price is $25.00 each. Tickets are obtainable from any district
officer. Come help out for a great cause.
I would like to welcome our newest brother to our Craft, Brother
Brian Champagne. Congratulations and welcome to our
fraternity. In closing remember brothers that what we do for
ourselves dies with us. What we do for others lives on forever.

Franklin Lodge No. 20
Brother, Scott Bill Hirst
Brother Daniel Rzewuski was elected and installed as Worshipful
Master of Franklin Lodge on Saturday, January 18, 2014. The
annual communications of Franklin Lodge are held on the
Saturday closest to January 17th each year. Our lodge is named
for Benjamin Franklin, the noted patriot and Freemason of the
1700s. Brother Franklin was involved in postal affairs and visited
Westerly during his lifetime with Dr. Joshua Babcock, who was
Westerly Postmaster. Interestingly Dr. Babcock is also my greatgranduncle many times over.
Worshipful Rzewuski succeeded W∴Paul E. DeRita, who was
elected and installed Treasurer of the lodge. More detailed
information on our new Worshipful Master is planned for the
next issue.
The officers for the new term include some Past Masters.
R∴W∴Robert B. Ellston, DDGM for the Southern District
conducted the election and installation with assistance from
W∴Keith P. Moan, GMC.
The evening included the Annual Communication followed by a
pork loin dinner followed by a Semi-public installation of officers.
The dinner was provided by Deborah Chapter No. 9, O.E.S. with
members of Westerly Assembly of Rainbow Girls assisting.
Formal closing of the Annual Communication and a reception
concluded the evening. The reception, in departure from custom,
was held upstairs in the residence part of the Masonic Temple.
Franklin Lodge No. 20 was formed in the 1850s' and has been
meeting in its present location since the 1950s'. Two of our past
masters have been Grand Masters of Rhode Island; Thomas
Vincent and Joseph B. Brearley. The first Governor in our
present Rhode Island State House was a member, William
Gregory, Jr. More Franklin Lodge history will be prepared for
upcoming issues this year.
(continued on page 16)
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During the Annual Communication, the death of Past
Master Jerry I. Duhamel, Sr. was noted. He was the longest
serving Worshipful Master of Franklin Lodge.

Charity Lodge No. 23
Brother, Michael Southern
Charity Lodge welcomes in the spring with the third of our three
Annual Scholarship Fundraisers. The Charity Lodge Scholarship
Program was started in 2000, and during the past 13 years, 37
scholarships have been awarded to graduating seniors from
Chariho High School and Vocational Technical School who plan
to attend an accredited college, university or technical training
institute. The Charity Lodge Scholarship Program is 100%
funded through scholarship dinners at the lodge, and the raffles
and auctions held in conjunction with those dinners, plus
individual and group donations. The dinners most often feature
Carolyn Richards’ signature Chicken Pot Pie, and as all can
attest, they are probable the World's Best Chicken Pot Pies! All
are invited. Please send me your reservation at
mike.southern@swan-island.com. Tickets are $10.00 at the door
and we gladly accept items for our auction. Mark the date,
th
Saturday, March 8 .
We recently held our Southern Masonic District – “Winter
Warmer” dinner. All proceeds went to support the Johnny Cake
Centers in Westerly and Wakefield. This year due to outstanding
generosity of all who attended we were able to donate
approximately $1000.
Last year we opened our outside lodge, our own lodge “under the
Canopy of Heaven”. It's a perfect setting and we're planning to
use it as much as possible this year. With the right weather we
may even host a visitation or two. R∴W∴Bob Elston's DDGM
th
visitation to Charity Lodge is on April 10 , and maybe a few
weeks of a warm and glorious spring, will give us that
opportunity.
This year we are also forming plans for our 150th Anniversary,
which takes place during the Masonic year 2015-2016. 150 years
ago the Civil War was taking place and we are looking for
records of events that tell the story of those years in Rhode
Island and specifically our lodge.
th

th

See you on March 8 and April 10 as our regular meetings are
always held on the Thursday on or before the Full Moon. Yes,
we are a Moon Lodge!

Jenks Lodge No. 24
Brother, Anthony Pirri
Hello Brethren,
Jenks Lodge is moving along with great momentum under the
direction of our newly elected Master, W∴Bryan Martin, along
with his full line of officers. Jenks Lodge sends their gratitude to
everyone who was in attendance at a wonderful Semi-public
Annual Communication held on January 5th. In January we also
had the pleasure of bringing four new candidates to light,
conducting the first half of our Entered Apprentice degree,
followed by the second half on February 10th during a special
communication. Also, in February at our regular communication,
we had brief business meeting so as to allow for ample time for
our annual Scotch and Cigar Night. It was a great night of
camaraderie and fellowship for all who attended.

Jenks Lodge eagerly awaits our District Deputy Grand Master,
th
R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci's visitation on Monday, March 24 . If you
missed our Blood Drive in February we will be hosting our
th
second on Saturday, April 12 . The Rhode Island Blood Center
will be at Jenks Lodge from 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM, a breakfast will
be served. Give the gift of life, donate a pint of blood. At our April
meeting our Entered Apprentice candidates will take their second
step in Freemasonry, as we will be conferring the Fellow Craft
Degree. All are welcome to attend, including newly passed
Fellow Craft who are encouraged to attend as well. Both our
March and April meetings will be great events to attend for any
brother working towards filling his Masonic Passport.

Hope Lodge No. 25

Brother, W∴Tom Clune, Master
Greetings from Hope Lodge No. 25 in Wakefield. January was a
special month at Hope Lodge as Brother William M. Gates, III
received his 50-year medal. I also wanted to recognize the
following lodge brethren who have served the Craft for a
significant amount of time.
Brother Danny Pucella,
Brother Clint Salisbury,
Brother Eugene Kapinos,
Brother Dick Soderberg,
Brother Earl Nielson,
Brother Phil Holley,
Brother Gardiner Sherman,
Brother Al Healey,
Brother Al Stedman,
Brother Russ Johnson,
Brother Richard Millar,
W∴Armand Houston,

age 90,
age 89,
age 88,
age 87,
age 85,
age 84,
age83,
age 83,
age 81,
age 81,
age 80,
age 79,

34 years a Mason
57 years a Mason
45 years a Mason
52 years a Mason
55 years a Mason
42 years a Mason
55 years a Mason
30 years a Mason
52 years a Mason
57 years a Mason
54 years a Mason
56 years a Mason

2nd Annual Hope Lodge Cigar Dinner
Once again, Hope Lodge will be hosting a memorable Cigar
th
Dinner on Saturday, June 7 . Tickets will again be $30.00 and
will include 3 premium cigars and a full dinner. Last year, over
50 people attended and shared great smokes and friendship
under the stars. Additional information available at
tom@tomclune.com.

_______________________________________________________________

Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
Brother, Frank Sacoccia
Our December communication and Christmas party was
cancelled due to a snow storm, the lodge however rebounded in
January.
We had the sincere pleasure of welcoming
R∴W∴Kenneth F. Poyton, DDGM for the Northern Masonic
District, for his official visitation with a very sizeable suite. The
program for the evening was exceptional. Our program was the
Providence Brigade Band playing music from the Civil War era
on the same instruments from the period. Their music clearly
demonstrated that music does in fact affect the passions. Their
skillfully played music was moving and the information provided
by Brother George Proulx about the era and its music was
enlightening. We were also most pleased to have in attendance
M∴W∴Russell R. Davis, Sr., our Grand Master join us to hear
the delightful entertainment.
January also saw quite a few of our more robust and daring
brothers meet upon the level, unfortunately it was located in the
icy waters of Narragansett Bay. They banded together to raise
money for the Special Olympics by sacrificing their bodies and
comfort by joining in the Polar Bear Plunge on New Year’s Day in
Newport. They had fun, shared camaraderie, and more
importantly, what cannot be seen is their motivation to raise
money for such a worthy cause. Brothers; Ron Simoes, Frank
Sacoccia, Fran DaVita, Bryan Kwetkowski, Jim Forcier and his
wife Susan, Melvin Silverio, Chris Hallstrom and his girlfriend
Elizabeth, John “Fuzzy” Barsoum, and Paul Guertin & his
daughter Abriella are to be commended, and like all endeavors,
there were also those without whose support the event would not
have been the same, namely the efforts and support of brothers;
Joe Kern, John Paris, Mike Farina, Felix Diclo, and last but
certainly not least -- Jonathan Snowman.
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$35.00 each and the meal is said to be exceptional. Tickets or
additional information can be provided by our Lodge Secretary,
Brother Frank Sacoccia, or Brother Andy Hencler or any lodge
officer.
Our errant mascot, Jubila, continues
to visit lodges and return with
souvenirs. The last lodge he visited
was Oversees Lodge in December.
Here you will see Jubila trying to
appear as if he presides in the East,
then after having good council gently
shouted into his furry ears, graciously
allowed the Worshipful Master to
assume his rightful place…
We look forward to the next couple of
months as being very busy and very
rewarding
as
our
membership
continues to grow and our brothers
continue to expand their fraternal
bonds. We hope many of you can come and join us at lodge,
and pray that all of you stay safe, healthy, and smiling.

Redwood Lodge No. 35
Brother, Michael Ponte, Master
Redwood Lodge had a great start to 2014 with a January visit
from our DDGM, R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci. We were honored to
host the District’s Officer Forum at this meeting. The subject was
Masonic Etiquette and it was an enjoyable and informative
presentation. Later in the month we conferred the Entered
Apprentice degree, welcoming new Brothers into our lodge and
continuing the proud tradition of excellent degree work.
February we were honored to have R∴W∴Iacobucci join us
again for our Awards night. Several 25 and 30 year medals were
awarded, as well as 50-year medals. Awarded for 2013 were
brothers Norman Gessman and Daniel Adler. Awarded for 2014
were Brothers Marvin Jacobson and Stewart Davis. We are often
told that we use Masonry to fit ourselves as “living stones” for
that home in the heavens. These men are no simple bricks, but
are the strongest foundation-stones of Redwood’s room in that
celestial mansion.
This month we are back to work on March 10th in conferring the
Fellow Craft degree and the Master Mason degree on April 14th.
All are welcome to attend.

Overseas Lodge No. 40
Brother, Michael J. Gardiner, Master

In February we passed three Brothers to the degree of Fellow
Craft, had three more brothers sign the by-laws as Master
Masons, and had three new applications for admission to the
Craft to be voted upon. Brother Bill Elderkin our Senior Deacon,
presented the Middle Chamber lecture in full form, flawlessly!
The Lodge is holding two fundraisers. The first is a 10 week club
raffle, all the proceeds of which will go to both Masonic Charity
and the Special Olympics. The tickets are $5.00/week for a total
of $50. There will be ten $50.00 prizes, two $250.00 prizes, and
one $500.00 prize awarded. The Drawing will begin in March, so
there is time to join. The second is a game dinner to be held on
March 29th at the Kelley Gazzaro VFW in Cranston. Tickets are

The January meeting at Overseas Lodge was quite productive I
am told. Unfortunately I had the flu for most of January and I was
unable to attend. I hope you my brothers are doing well during
this season. In January we were able to vote on our newest
Brother Garrett Guthrie to take his degrees. W∴Domenic
DiStefano of Rising Sun Lodge was kind enough to allow Brother
Guthrie to take his first degree at their special meeting on
th
January 24 along with a new candidate from Jenks Lodge and
the candidate from Rising Sun Lodge. Thank you W∴DiStefano
and the officers of Rising Sun Lodge for the excellent work that
evening. It was a memorable degree for both me and Brother
Guthrie. Overseas Lodge also voted and passed the previously
proposed changes to the by-laws which have now been sent to
the Grand Lodge for review and final approval.
(continued on page 18)
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The lodge officers have been hard at work planning events to help
grow Overseas Lodge. As you know, our lodge sometimes faces a
unique challenge since you must be serving in the armed forces or
be an honorably discharged veteran of the US Armed Forces or an
Allied Armed Forces. In order to get the word out about our growing
lodge to that particular demographic, we have planned two events
this year. A couple of our officers will be meeting with the professor
of military science at Providence College about giving a presentation
to the cadre (Active Duty personnel) and the cadets, some of whom
are prior service, and many of which are soon to take their military
oaths. In addition to this we have also planned a Masonic Veterans
event on Sunday, April 6th at the Dunkin Donuts Center for a
Providence Bruins hockey game. The event will include tickets up in
the bar area of the stadium behind the glass in a sectioned off area
just for us. There will also be a buffet available before and during the
game. The price for this event includes your tickets to the game and
the buffet. Veterans are free, other adults are $30.00 per person and
kids are $20.00. I would encourage any veterans who are Masons in
other lodges to attend and spend some fun time with our Overseas
officers and members. Also, if you know of any veterans who are not
yet brothers, but may have an interest in the Craft, please encourage
them to come as well. We would love to meet them and introduce
them to our historic lodge. I would also like to remind you that there is
a Metro District charity event on Saturday March 22nd at 17:30 hours
at the Grand Lodge Dining hall. This is our 1st Annual Oktoberfest in
March Dinner. This will be similar to a table lodge with a multi-course
German themed meal and a toast with a commemorative shot glass
between each course. There will also be charity raffles. The cost is
$25.00 per person with all the proceeds going the The Fisher House
www.fisherhouse.org. The Fisher House is a wonderful charity that
provides a home away from home for families of veterans receiving
medical care at major military and VA medical centers. This event is
opened to both Masons and their ladies and adult non-Mason
friends. I would encourage you to attend this event. I promise you
haven’t experienced a dinner exactly like this one before!
Right now we have a Fellow Craft degree planned for our March
meeting for our two Entered Apprentices. I know that Brothers Phil
Dixon and Garrett Guthrie are as anxious as I am to take their next
step in Freemasonry. At our April meeting we tentatively have a
presentation planned from the Boston Children’s Hospital. Our meal
donations for all but our February meeting are being donated to the
Boston Children’s Hospital in memory of Zoe Faye Young. Zoe was
the daughter of Brother Zeppo Young who was diagnosed with
cancer shortly after she was born. Zoe, Zeppo, and his family
bravely battled the cancer for months with a strength that was
inspirational. For me personally, Zoe inspired me to do what I can to
fight cancer. She is the reason I had decided to grow out my hair
and donate it to “Locks of Love.” Zeppo has been tenacious in
promoting physical fitness and raising funds for the Boston Children’s
Hospital. This past fall I ran (if you can call it running) my first 5K in
Providence mainly due to his inspiration. The Great Architect knows I
could use all the inspiration I can get when it comes to physical
fitness! My hope is that this program will inspire you to contribute in
any way you can to the fight against cancer, including your own
physical fitness.
It is going to be a busy Spring at Overseas Lodge my brothers, and
to me this is always a good sign of a healthy lodge. I can’t tell you
how proud I have been of our line of officers and the “Esprit De
Corps” that they have demonstrated. If you would like to attend the
Metro District “Oktoberfest in March” or the Masonic Veterans,
Providence Bruins event, please contact our Secretary W∴Marcus
Channell
at
401-263-7353
or
email
him
at
overseas40.secretary@gmail.com.
The reservation deadline is
th
th
March 14 for the Oktoberfest and March 28 for the Masonic
Veterans, Providence Bruins game. I hope to see you there
brothers!

Lafayette Lodge No. 47
Brother, Robert A. Gilbert
W∴Brian Cayer and his suite of officers hosted a very enjoyable and
well attended Festive Board on January 8th. Notables in attendance
were R∴W∴Kenneth F. Poynton, DDGM and R∴W∴Stephen T.
McGuire, JGW. The festive table was decorated with military
precision in red, white, and blue colors. The red stripe for posting
glasses of red wine, the white stripe for white wine, and the blue for
grape juice. W∴Brian planned an evening meal of four courses in an
authentic French-Canadian style. W∴Brian is very accustomed to
the dishes presented and explained how they were made. The
premier course was a white bean soup preceded by a toast given by
W∴Brian. This first toast was to all Wardens and Brethren of
Lafayette Lodge. The inspirational toast caused all to lift their glasses
to our differences; to our common ground; to what we are seeking;
and to what we have found. In addition this first toast saluted what
brings us together, what sets us apart, and toasted many souls and
how we are of one heart.
Interspersed between each of the courses were video vignettes
presented by W∴Brian of Masonic history and music. The Masonic
music was all composed and played by brother Masons. One special
vignette featured the iconic American actor John Wayne, a fellow
Mason, espousing about the reasons Masonry meant so much to
him. Of course this vignette captured the immediate attention of our
Senior Warden, Ron Wheeler. Brother Ron is a big fan of John
Wayne.
The second course of the evening consisted of Poutine. Poutine is a
French fried potato that is sauced with cheese and gravy. This
course was preceded by another toast by W∴Brian to our Grand
Lodge and Grand Master M∴W∴Russell R. Davis, Sr.. This was
followed
by grateful
and
inspirational comments from
R∴W∴Stephen T. McGuire, JGW who also presented the newest
Master Masons with his pin.
The third course was the traditional French meat pie accompanied by
mashed potatoes. This course was preceded with a toast by the
Senior Warden to all visitors to Lafayette Lodge, recognizing the
Grand Master, Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Masters, Wardens
and Brethren. He toasted to the health of all, that their endeavors be
fruitful, and that they may continue to visit Lafayette Lodge as our
right hand of fellowship is always extended.
In conclusion Junior Warden, Ted Hague offered a final toast, asking
all the Brothers to be upstanding and drink to this toast. "Dear
Brethren of the mystic tie, the night is waning fast, our work is done,
our feast is o'er, this toast must be the last. Good night to all, once
more good night, again that farewell strain." All Brothers responded
in unison, "Happy to meet, sorry to part, happy to meet again."

________________________________________________________________

Annual Steak Fry
International Police Square Club
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METRO DISTRICT
1stAnnual

Friday May 9, 2014
Club Frontenac,
Main Street West Warwick, RI
Cost: $26.00/per person
Presentation of the
“The Above and Beyond The Call of Duty Award”
Reservation deadline: May 5th
Tickets and information:
blb1134@yahoo.com or 401-487-4336

WHO IS INVITED: All Masons (MM, FC, EA), and their wives
and adult non-Mason friends who want to learn a little about
the traditions of Freemasonry.
Attire for the evening is business suits for men and dress/pant
suits for women.
WHEN: Saturday, March 22, 2014 – 5:30 PM Social Hour
6:30 PM Dinner
WHERE: Grand Lodge 222 Taunton Ave. East Providence, RI

The Entered Apprentice Degree
in Italian at Garabaldi Lodge No. 54
New York City
Friday Evening, May 9, 2014

OKTOBERFEST IN MARCH
(ALL MONEY RAISED TO GO TO THE FISHER HOUSE)
www.fisherhouse.org
RESERVATIONS:
W∴Marcus Channell 401-263-7353,
Email: overseas40.secretary@gmail.com

Sponsored by Daylight Lodge No. 48
Cost of trip is $60.00/per person.
Reservations are on a first come first accepted
basis and are non-refundable.
Entered Apprentices are welcome but must have
completed their EA degree to attend. Tour of the
New York Grand Lodge is also planned.
For additional details on the trip please contact:
R∴W∴Elliott R. Greene at
(ellyn576@gmail.com) or by telephone:
Home: 401-828-4780 Cell: 401-440-5926

Deadline for paid reservations is
March 28th.
Bus will leave promptly at 9:30 AM from the commuter
parking lot at Exit 7 on I-95 with a second stop
southbound at the commuter parking lot at Exit 3 at
approximately 10:30 AM. Return time is expected to be
at approximately 2:00 AM to the same locations.
Sandwiches and drinks will be provided on the trip down.

RI Masons who plan on
attending should make their
reservations with the RI
Grand Lodge office. Checks
made payable to the Grand
Lodge of RI. The deadline is
firm – March 14th, no tickets
will be available at the door.
For those who wish to stay
overnight,
the
Grand
Secretary can provide a list of
accommodations.
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue
East Providence, RI 02914-4556
Telephone: 401-435-4650
Fax: 401-435-4423
Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org
rifreemason@rimasons.org
Web Site: www.rimasons.org
Grand Lodge Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM

Those who wish to receive this publication
other than by virtue of membership, may
subscribe by mailing a check in the amount
of $10.00 (one year / six issues) made payable
and sent to the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
at the address listed above.

Grand Master’s Testimonial Dinner
in Honor of

Brother, Russell R. Davis, Sr.
Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons
for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations

Friday, April 25, 2014
Crystal Lake Golf Course

100 Bronco Highway, Chepachet, RI

Reservations deadline, April 11, 2014
Please contact Ron Simoes: 617-429-9886 or ronsimoes@ymail.com

Social Hour: 6:00
Dinner: 7:30

Return reservation form with payment to:
Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
c/o Frank Saccoccio,
928 Atwood Avenue Johnston, RI 02919

$40 per person /$75 per couple
Baked Stuffed Chicken
Baked Haddock
Prime Rib

Name:_________________________________
Address:________________________________
Email:__________________________________
Telephone:______________________________
Amount enclosed________________________

Number
attending:_________
____Stuffed Chicken
____Baked Haddock
____Prime Rib

