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TRAVEL
It has been an honor and privilege for me to represent this Grand
Jurisdiction at several Grand Lodge Annuals both in and out of
the United States.
I will always remember and hold dear to me the meeting of the
Supreme Council of Scottish Rite held in Washington, DC in
August. To R∴W∴Andy Gregoire and R∴W∴Larry Thienel
rd
congratulations on your elevation to 33 Degree of Scottish Rite
Masonry.

Brother Russell R. Davis, Sr.
Most Worshipful Grand Master
To the Grand Lodge of The Most Ancient and Honorable Society
of Free and Accepted Masons for the State of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations.
Most Worshipful Past Grand Masters, Deputy Grand Master,
Right Worshipful Grand Lodge Officers, Worshipful Masters, and
brethren all, good afternoon.
Brethren, it is my distinct honor to welcome you all to the 222nd
Semi-annual communication of your Grand Lodge. I am honored
that so many of you have taken the time from your busy
schedules to be present at this Saturday afternoon Semi-annual
session.
As you know, today we are here to elect those who you will
choose to govern this Grand Lodge for the coming Masonic year.
Those before me have mentioned how quickly the sands have
passed through the hourglass. This is true in most cases but not
in all. As I represent this Grand Jurisdiction I cannot help but see
that it passes slower than one may think. Could this be due to
the reason one may have more time than others or savor the
moments longer? I am not sure, but whatever the reason, it has
been most enjoyable for me representing this Grand Lodge and
being elected to serve as your Grand Master. For this I am very
thankful.
NECROLOGY
My Brothers let us stand and take this time to pause and
remember those Grand Lodge Brothers who have laid down their
working tools of the Craft, and have left their earthly tenants to
live in that Spiritual House, that House not made with hands
eternal in the heavens.
NORTHEAST CONFERENCE OF GRAND MASTERS
This year in July, the Deputy Grand Master and I, along with our
ladies traveled to Connecticut for the Northeast Regional
conference of Grand Masters. I must say that we both left with a
sense of accomplishment. First, we all have the same problems
facing us in our jurisdictions, retention and membership. The host
Grand Master, M∴W∴Simon LaPlace held a roundtable
discussion on a variety of topics proposed by those in
attendance. Personally, I enjoy this type of open discussion
because all present are able to interject something worth talking
about. After a picnic lunch on the grounds of the Masonic Home
Village in Wallingford, CT we again assembled for the conclusion
of the conference. I can honestly say that R∴W∴Wyman P.
Hallstrom, III, Deputy Grand Master and I left this conference with
a better outlook of the problems facing our Jurisdiction.

I have attended Rainbow and DeMolay annuals as well as
Eastern Star, Rhode Island Shrine, and Scottish Rite events. I
even surprised some Lodges along the way or should I say that I
have been surprised by some of those Lodges. Sometimes you
cannot make every visit due to conflicting schedules, in those
cases, I have had our Deputy Grand Master represent me in said
Jurisdictions, Thank you, Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master,
Wyman P. Hallstrom, III.
I have also taken part in and visited our Concordant Bodies. I feel
that these communications serve to strengthen the bonds of
Freemasonry, which is the goal we all have in mind. A detailed
list of travels and activities will accompany this report.
GRAND LODGE ANNUAL PICNIC
The Grand Lodge picnic held at the Buttonwoods Masonic Youth
Center on August 11, 2013 was a great success. Our Junior
Grand Warden promised me that the weather was going to be
perfect and perfect it was. I congratulate you R∴W∴Steven T.
McGuire and your very capable crew for taking the lead and
making this a special day for all in attendance. Even the Dunk
Tank proved to be a fun part of the day, raising over $150.00 for
DeMolay in Rhode Island. I must say it was worth the dunk. After
visiting with most of the guests, they all expressed what a
wonderful time they had.
To both Friendship and Harmony Lodges, I personally want to
say thank you, from the bottom of my heart, from the cooking of
hotdogs and hamburgers to the corn on the cob, thank you
brothers. To all the Masonic Districts for your involvement in the
various activities and planned events, thank you, because
without your support this would not have been possible.
(continued on page 5)
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Masons at Massasoit Gun Club

Scotsman a 25-Year Rhode Island Mason!

By: Brother, William Pennoyer

By: R∴W∴Richard Lynch

(In Memory of our competitor and friend, Major General Morphis A. Jamiel)

W∴James McCormick Past Master of Lodge Edinburgh No. 1,
Mary’s Chapel and Grand Representative to the Grand Lodge of
Rhode Island near the Grand Lodge of Scotland has been visiting
Rhode Island every year for our Annual for the last 25 years! A
friend to many RI Masons and known by many, James has
visited every lodge in the state on numerous occasions and has
been a gracious host to many on their trips to Scotland over the
years.

St. Andrews Lodge No. 39 hosted the 7th Annual Masons at
Massasoit pistol event. Fun was had by all in attendance. Our
event was attended by more than 60 Masons and guests. This
was our best event to date.
It was nice to see so many new competitors to our event and in
some cases who never held a gun before in their life. Our new
competitors, after receiving firearms orientation, safety, and
proficiency training could not wait to put their newly learned
training and skills to work. The combination of top Massasoit
range officers alongside some of our top Masonic pistol shooters
once again kept our event safe, fun, and successful. Listed
below are some of our top shooters, Massasoit Range officers,
and Masonic range officers.
Top Grand Lodge Officer
R∴W∴Douglas J. Grant………………………………………..99/7x
(event high score)

As a result of some scheduling conflicts and some minor health
issues, Jim had to skip his visit this past year to RI. As luck
would have it, R∴W∴Elliott R. Greene and R∴W∴Paul Grenier
had their bi-annual scheduled trip to Scotland planned for this
past fall. At the request of M∴W∴Russell R. Davis, Sr. they
presented Jim with his 25-year service pin and citation in his
lodge in Edinburgh before many of his Scottish brothers. Jim
assured Elliott and Paul that he would again return for our annual
this coming May. Please, next time you see him in your lodge
offer him a hearty congratulation.

Top Knights Templar
Em.S.K. David Ogilvie………….……………………………… 94/3x
Top York Rite
W∴Rory Hanmer………………………………………………. 90/3x
Top Past Master
R∴W∴Mark Peterson……………………………………….….98/6x
Top Current Master
W∴Dale P. Euga…………………………………………….…..97/3x
Top Mason
W∴William Stevens, P.M………………………………….……96/5x
Top Guest
Barbara Frazier, Rainbow Pledge Mother…………………….98/7x
(highest Female)

Massasoit Chief Range Officer.……………………...Gerald Masso
Massasoit Range Officers…………………….Gary Moe, Joe Post,
Phil Gasbarro, Steve Gerling, Bill Pennoyer, Charles Cole.
Masonic Range Officers…
R∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III,DGM;……… W∴Gary Moe, PM;
Rt.Em. Duncan Watson, PGC,………....…Brother, Steve Gerling;
Brother, Bill Pennoyer.

Masonic Service Association
Moves to New Location
3905 National Drive, Suite 280
Burtonsville, MD 20866
Voice: 855-476-4010 Fax: 301-476-9440
Email: msaoffice@msana.com

______________________________________________________________
(continued from Page 2, Grand Master’s message)

Public Relations
W∴Jerry Plemmons and his committee
conducted many meetings prior to our
statewide Masonic Open House this
past October. I attended many of these
and saw the hard work and dedication of
these Brothers. I thank you all for the
great work you do to make this event
such a success. The advertisements on
television and in the newspapers looked
great. This past year the Rainbow and
DeMolay youth were present in several
of the Lodges to highlight their groups.
As of this writing, I am proud to say that
during the Open House we had forty-five
applications handed out to future
candidates. That is with all Districts
reporting. Let us keep up the dedication
we all have for the Craft.
Masonic Charities
The Robert J. Allen Medical Distribution
Center continues to do a fine job
distributing medical supplies to those in
need. To all who have dedicated your
time and effort on this most worthy
program thank you. Remember, we
have even fulfilled requests for help
outside of the United States!
Gifts bags for our Veterans will be
distributed at RI Veterans Hospital on
Tuesday December 3rd at 6:00 PM and
the RI Veterans Home on Sunday
December 8th at 2:00 PM. If you have
never attended one of these events,
make sure you do so as it will surely put
you in the Holiday Spirit.
To those who have given of your time
for the continued success of the CHIP
Program and the list is too long to
mention everyone, I will say thank you
and a tip of the hat for all you do. This
program is in safe hands due to the fine
leadership of R∴W∴Steve McGuire,
Junior Grand Warden.
Masonic Youth Committee
The Masonic Youth Committee has
been very busy promoting our youth
groups. Several events have been held.
Friendship Lodge No. 7 held a Hayride
th
on October 25 for our Rainbow and
DeMolay youth. Over ninety people
participated, four hayride trips were
made with driver Brother, Bob Steere at
the wheel of his Ford tractor. Thanks
Brother Bob!
We had our successful Grand Lodge
picnic at Buttonwoods Masonic Center
on August 11th. A star gazing party took
place November 9th hosted by Charity
Lodge No. 23 that had over fifty in
attendance. I thank R∴W∴Rick Lynch
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Scholarships

date, we are not receiving them from
many of our lodges. Therefore, as of this
Semi-annual Communication, I expect
all lodges to contribute an article for
each issue of the RI Freemason, or a
letter of explanation must be submitted
to me as to why no article was
submitted. A timely submission by the
deadline dates printed in each issue is
required.

This year we again handed out
scholarships to those who met the
required qualifications to obtain one. I
am proud to say that we did not turn
anyone away from applying.
We
handed out 120 scholarships totaling
$249,500.00 as of this Semi-annual
meeting. This is a huge undertaking for
such a small Jurisdiction. A special
thank you goes out to the scholarship
committee lead by its chairman
W∴Jerry Plemmons and the committee.

Our Passport program has been very
successful with passports flying out of
Grand Lodge on a weekly basis. I have
seen so many presented at visitations
that I am convinced the program is
working. Remember, your first care is to
be present at the Lodge meeting. Not
just going to the Lodge to get your
passport stamped. Therefore, when
visiting a Lodge with passport in hand, I
ask all Lodge secretaries not to sign and
stamp it until after the meeting.

and Worshipful Dr. William Penhallow
for a very informative program.
I am happy to announce that we have
under consideration a new DeMolay
Chapter at St Johns Lodge No. 1
Providence, which I expect to become a
reality very soon. To all involved, a big
THANK YOU! This is just the beginning.

Training and Education
This year we once again invested much
time in the education and training
committee. Thank you R∴W∴Paul
Kokolsky, for your hard work and
dedication of this great undertaking. I
know it’s not always easy, but with the
Brothers you have working with you,
together you have all made it a success!
Grand Lodge Library
Brother, Rick Lynch I know I have said it
several times before but I will say it
again. How lucky we are to have you in
the Craft. The work you do is
outstanding!
If you have not seen the library, please
stop by and take a look. We have one of
the most informative and well-displayed
libraries around. R∴W∴Rick thanks! I
am proud to say, I am a Rhode Island
Mason!
Decision
Last
year
your
Grand
Lodge
implemented a new program called the
New Warden’s workshop. This was
received very well and I thank you all for
your support of it. However, this coming
year starting as of March 1, 2014 I will
mandate that all Past Masters are to
attend one of the workshops if the lodge
decides he is to be installed as Master
of his Lodge. Remember, this workshop
is to serve as a refresher course on the
duties of a successful lodge Master. If
he does not attend this workshop he will
forfeit his right to become Master. No
exceptions.
This year at the start of my term, I asked
that all Lodges each month submit an
article for the RI Freemason. As of this

My Brothers, also this year we have
made great strides to strengthen our
gentle Craft and I applaud all of you. To
Illustrious Potentate of the Rhode Island
Shrine, Robert O’Brien, thank you from
Lady Laurie and I for the kindness that
you and Lady Dianne have shown us
these past six months. We worked
together to achieve a closer fraternal
relationship between Grand Lodge and
the Shrine. I personally want to say
thank you as I feel it is working. Our
friendship and love for the Craft will
always remain strong. So mote it be!
Conclusion
To the members of the Grand
Jurisdiction, thank you all again for
having the confidence of electing and
installing me as your Grand Master, it
has been an honor and humbling
experience to represent this Grand
Lodge and this Jurisdiction, something
that I will always cherish and hold dear
to my heart.
After traveling around the different
jurisdictions you can really see how well
our ritual is preformed and how proud I
am to say, I am Grand Master of the
State of Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations.
To the Deputy Grand Master, I thank
you for all your help as well as all of the
Grand Council for the good council
whispered and the support and
dedication during these first six months
of my term. To you all, I wish you the
very best in the election held here today
as you continue your road in
Freemasonry.
(continued on page 6)
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(continued. from Page 5, GM’s Message))

To the Past Grand Masters, thank you
for the good council that you have
offered me during the first six months
and for the continued support of your
Grand Lodge.
Right Worshipful Grand Marshal, my
Brother and my friend Joseph A. Plante.
Joe you have been by my side for the
last eight and a half years and there is
nobody I could have hoped for it to be
but you. You have kept me well
grounded, you have been my sounding
board when I needed to vent or needed
someone to talk things through with.
Sometimes it was just to have a good
laugh or to shed a tear and you have
been right there for me. Right
Worshipful Joe I wish nothing but the
best for you as our journey ends in May
2014. May you always find peace and
happiness wherever you travel.
Lastly, I extend my many thanks to the
Grand Lodge office ladies; Maria Piticco,
Barbara Feyler, and Marcee Johnson,
for all the hard work, dedication, and
courtesies you have shown me. I look
forward to working with you all for the
remainder of my term as Grand Master.
As I have said may times, if I could only
retain the same feeling outside the
lodge that I have when I am in lodge
and in your presence, what a wonderful
place this would be to live.
Seasons Greetings
To all of you, may you each enjoy the
Holiday Season that is upon us, may we
all enjoy each other’s company. Let us
remember those who are less fortunate
during this Holiday Season.
Brothers, I ask you to pray for our
Veterans either at home or wherever so
dispersed over the face of the earth.
May we all pray for their safety and ask
for a safe return home. May the spirit of
the Holiday Season be welcomed into
your homes.
I wish each one of you a bountiful
Thanksgiving and a very Merry
Christmas, Happy Hanukah, Happy
Kwanzaa and happy and healthy New
Year!
Fraternally,
Russell R. Davis, Sr.
Grand Master

DEADLINE FOR THE
MARCH/APRIL RI FREEMASON
February 1, 2014

Rhode Island DeMolay
By: Brother, Michael Lawson

During my first six months in office I have visited many Masonic functions to further spread
the word of DeMolay. After spending some fantastic evenings speaking with the brothers in
Rhode Island, I find myself pondering…what does Freemasonry expect from DeMolay?
Yes, I believe that Freemasonry should expect something from DeMolay, maybe not from
Rhode Island as whole, but from each individual DeMolay. I feel that Freemasonry has the
right to expect a certain performance of DeMolays, one that reflect the purposes of the
Order. Brother, Frank S. Land, the founding father of DeMolay said it best, “Literally
speaking, I would say the Order of DeMolay is a youth organization for young men whose
purpose is the building of better citizens.” Freemasonry should look at the seven cardinal
virtues and the vows of a DeMolay and ask, “Are the DeMolay’s we support living up to
those ideals?”
In our teachings, DeMolays first learn about Filial Love, this is a quality not specifically
stressed in any other youth group. We expect the members in the Order of DeMolay to
display respect toward their parent or parents. We also have every reason to believe that
they should show Reverence for Sacred Things, Comradeship, Cleanliness and
Fidelity. Courtesy, as a virtue, seems to be lost in our current society and is one of our
strongest teachings. Is this not how we run our meetings, with courtesy and respect?
Finally, above all, we should expect no less than an absolute dedication to the concept and
display of Patriotism.
In addition to our seven cardinal virtues, we are asked to uphold and aid the public school
system, and to honor and respect every woman. Is this not what Freemasons should be
asking? DeMolay is building a youth group that is worthy of the commendation of all men.
DeMolay in Rhode Island is growing, but we need time and support from our Freemasons.
We need the Dad Advisors that will ask the question, “Are you living up to your virtues and
vows?” If you would like to be part of changing the lives of young men, please visit
www.ridemolay.org for more information.

WARDEN’S WORKSHOP
The next Warden’s Workshops will take place on the following dates:

MARCH 1, 2014
at Friendship Lodge No. 7
8:00 – 11:00 AM

MARCH 20, 2014
at St. Andrews Lodge No. 39
8:00 – 11:00 AM
All Senior and Junior Wardens as well as Senior Deacons are expected to attend one Workshop
before ascending to the East as Master of their lodge. The Grand Master has stated there will be
no exceptions to this requirement.
You must fill out the registration form located in the “Forms Section” on the Grand Lodge
website. Register at least 3 days in advance of the training date. You may send in the form as
an attachment to grandlodge@rimaons.org or by postal mail but it must arrive at least 3 days
before the training date.
A light collation will be served at each Workshop.

WHAT IS THE ORIGIN OF THE MASONIC ALTAR?
The altar has always been an important and necessary part of a Masonic Lodge Room. Or has
it?
According to Gary H. Leazer, editor of the Masonic Messenger of the Grand Lodge of Georgia,
and Junior Grand Deacon of that Grand Lodge, the altar may not always have been as prominent
as we know it to be.
“The presence of an altar in a Masonic Lodge is difficult to account for. William Preston, in his
lectures in about 1772, described all the furniture in a Lodge Room, but mentioned no altar.”
Does anyone have information to show the origin of the Masonic altar?

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Washington Lodge No. 3 and the War of 1812
By: Brother, Stephen J. Curria, Master
Captain Commanding, Federal Blues, RIM
As February rapidly approaches, Washington Lodge finds itself in the planning stages
of our annual Table Lodge. In the last couple of years we have set up the Lodge
with a Revolutionary War theme. The tables are lit by candles and lanterns, the altar
is a stack of drums, and several members dress in the uniforms of the era. This year
th
however, marks the 200 anniversary of the War of 1812, which was fought between
the United States and the Kingdom of Great Britain, between the years 1812 and 1815.
I have heard it said that the Korean Conflict was the “Forgotten War”, I bet many of you
reading this have never even heard of the War of 1812. This could be for several
reasons. Mostly, the War was fought over foggy reasons and was poorly managed.
Washington, DC, the Capitol of our Country was sacked and burned. The White House (then called the Presidential Mansion) was looted
and burned after a group of British officers sat at President Madison’s dinner table and ate the dinner that was set out for him. This seems
exactly like the type of war that we would want to forget. This War is important for us to remember, however, as the young United States
asserted itself against the massive British Empire, standing up for it’s right to be an equal player on the world stage.
Washington Lodge in the bustling seaport of Warren would be very much involved in defense of the state and town in a very local way. In
1778, in the midst of the Revolutionary War, Warren was raided and burned by a detachment of British and Hessian soldiers sent from
Newport to destroy any munitions being stored in the town. The memory of this raid was very fresh in the minds of the residents of Warren
in 1798. It was in this year that the “Quasi-War” with France started. French corsairs would raid American shipping, looting and sinking our
ships on the high seas. It was during this time that a group of men, residing in Warren and nearby Barrington, banded together to create an
independent company of infantry to defend the town from any would be attackers. They called themselves the “Federal Blues” in honor of
the flourishing Federal Government.
Many of the men who began training in the arts of War within the Federal Blues were Freemasons from Washington Lodge. The Company,
as stipulated in its charter, cannot exceed membership of 64 men rank and file. The ranks quickly filled with patriotic men from Warren and
Barrington. Of the first 30 members of the unit, 18 were Freemasons from Washington Lodge, and many would later submit petitions. One
of these men, Seth Peck, would be elected captain of the Company, would later be promoted to Colonel in command of the East Bay
Regiment, and would go on to become Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island. Most Worshipful Brother Peck’s sword carried by him
during the War of 1812 is still in the possession of Washington Lodge and is one of it’s most treasured relics.
As tensions in Europe flared up as a result of the Napoleonic Wars, the Federal Blues maintained a combat readiness should the war spill
over to the New World. Great Britain, struggling to man its 1000 ship navy, was desperate for sailors. Many British seamen would desert
and join American merchant crews for better conditions and pay, renouncing their citizenship and becoming American Citizens. England
however, did not recognize their right to renounce their citizenship and would board American vessels and take them back. This was a
messy situation as many natural born Americans were being pressed into the service of the British Crown either by accident or intentionally.
As a result of this nation sanctioned kidnapping, known then as “Impressment” and western border issues never fully settled after the
American War for Independence, President Madison asked Congress for a declaration of War between the United States of America and
the kingdom of Great Britain. Congress approved this measure and the Federal Blues and its Freemason members from Washington Lodge
went to war.
During the years from 1812 to 1815, the Federal Blues would drill and parade for the townspeople in front of the Town Hall that just so
happened to be the first floor of Washington Lodge. Many newspaper articles from the era report that the Blues were the pride of the town,
made up of many of it’s leading citizens and consisting of a great many Masons.
Fortunately, during the war, the British never bothered little Rhode Island save a very harrowing time when a massive British fleet appeared
off of Newport and lingered for several days. In response to this the Governor ordered all the Militia units to converge on the south coast of
the state to repel any possible landings. The Federal Blues were stationed on Goat Island in a small fort with several cannon. The British, for
reasons of their own, sailed away with out firing a shot. Unsure of where the fleet went or whether they were coming back, the militia stayed
on station for just over 100 days until word came for them to go home. And so concluded the only wartime service of the Federal Blues and
it’s largely Masonic membership.
On December 24, 1814 representatives from Britain and the United States signed a treaty of peace in the Belgian city of Ghent ending the
War of 1812. With the final defeat of Napoleon and the peace with Great Britain, the Federal Blues found that they were no longer needed
to protect the town and state from it’s enemies and surrendered it’s charter in 1816.
After the war, the men of the Federal Blues took a page from the Bible and turned their “Swords into plowshares” but in this case it would be
truer to say they turned their swords into trowels. Influenced by the camaraderie of the already Masonic brothers within the unit, many of the
non-Masons would go on to submit petitions to Washington Lodge. Many of the names listed on the original membership returns, filed with
the State by the Federal Blues during the war are later found on the bylaws of Washington Lodge.
This February, we look to honor these men who served their Country, State, and Lodge with a festive Table Lodge (see ad listed in this
issue of the RI Freemason) in commemoration of the War of 1812. Some of the Officers will be dressed in replicas of the uniforms worn
during the war. The lodge room will be fitted out in a historical way with some surprises to boot! If you want an experience you will not soon
forget, join us for a grand evening of food and fun.
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A Brief History of Freemasonry in Rhode Island
By: R∴W∴John C. Beebe, III, Grand Historian
Excerpted from “The Master’s Book” by Carl H. Claudy

Part II, of a continuing article
On Monday, the 27th of June 1791, “being the day affixed on for
the celebration of the Feast of St. John the Baptist” (St. John’s
Day having occurred the previous Friday), a number of the
brethren representing the two Lodges met in the State House at
Newport and proceeded to organize a Grand Lodge in
accordance with the plan that had been approved. The Right
Worshipful Moses Seixas presided and installed the officers who
had been previously designated for the several stations. When
the organization had been completed, the newly installed officers,
with members of Grand Lodge and visiting brethren, marched in
procession to trinity Church, where a discourse, having
appropriateness to the occasion was delivered by the rector,
Rev. William Smith and a collection was taken, amounting to ₤11,
9s. 4d., which sum, it was ordered “should be invested in wood
and distributed to the poor of this town during the ensuing
winter.”

Rhode Island Masons have shown the spirit and purpose of an
ardent patriotism on many occasions. Signal evidence of such
patriotic feeling appears in the action taken by Grand Lodge at a
Special communication held in Providence, September 27, 1814,
when the following resolution was adopted: “Voted and Resolved,
That this Grand Lodge, sensible of the importance at all times of
aiding and assisting in the defense of our Beloved Country, and
deeming it important at this critical moment that the services of
this society should be tendered for the erection of a fortification
and, do appoint the Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master,
Grand Senior Warden and Worshipful Brother John Carlile a
committee to tender services of the members of Grand Lodge
and of such of the members of the subordinate Lodges under its
jurisdiction as can conveniently attend, to the Committee of
Defense, appointed by the citizens of the Town.
Voted & Resolved, that Tuesday the 3rd of October next be the
day upon which the Grand Lodge will assemble for the purpose
above named, provided it should meet the sanction of said
Committee of Defense, and that the aforesaid Committee be
requested to take the necessary measures to carry the same into
effect.”

The closing years of the eighteenth century brought a large
measure of prosperity to the Masonic Fraternity in Rhode Island.
There were gains outwardly – a gratifying increase in members
and resources – and the deepening of a strong feeling of interest
in and a regard for Freemasonry by brethren pledged to its
support.
Among other evidence of prosperity noticeable at this early
period, reference may be made to the action taken by St. Johns
Lodge in Providence, in securing more suitable apartments for
Masonic work and meetings. In 1797 a Masonic Hall was fitted
up in the third story of the Market Building, in Market Square,
arranged for under its ownership.
The apartments were
dedicated by the Grand Lodge on St. John the Evangelist’s Day,
December 27, 1797. The date is memorable as marking the
dedication of the first Masonic Hall in Rhode Island.
During the year 1802 the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island held
several communications, one of them, at Providence, February
th
25 , being especially noticeable because of action taken in the
revision of the constitution. Brother Thomas Smith Webb, who
had become a resident of Providence about the year 1800, and
whose zeal in Freemasonry was most intense, had attended the
Annual Grand Lodge session of 1801, as one the delegates from
St. Johns Lodge in Providence, and had been placed on a
committee appointed to form a new constitution.

Site of what was Fort Hiram at Fox Point in Providence

The Grand Lodge met pursuant to its purpose thus declared, and
the following is the official record of the day’s doings – October 3,
1814.
“The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.
Present;
M∴W∴Thomas Smith Webb, Grand Master; R∴W∴Amos
Maine Atwell, Deputy Grand Master; W∴William Wilkerson,
Senior Grand Warden; W∴John Davis, Junior Grand Warden;
W∴Benjamin Clifford, Grand Treasurer; W∴John Holroyd, Grand
Secretary; W∴John Snow, Senior Grand Deacon; W∴Samuel
Jackson, Junior Grand Deacon; W∴Ebenezer Johnson, Grand
Marshall; Mr. William P.R. Benson, Grand Tyler. A great number
of brethren, Friendship, Mt. Moriah, Union, Manchester and
Morning Star Lodges and also many brethren from Eastern Star
Lodge, Rehoboth, MA together with the members of St. Johns
and Mt. Vernon Lodges, at 8 o’clock AM, the Grand Lodge with
members of the subordinate lodges about two hundred and thirty
in number formed a grand procession and accompanied by
music, moved to Fox Point at the south part of the town and
commenced the erection of a Fort as laid out by the Committee
on Defense. At sunset they completed their labors, having
(continued on Page 9)
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finished a Breastwork of about 430 feet in length and about ten
feet wide and five feet high, after which a Grand procession was
formed and having marched several times upon the parapet from
one extremity to the other the Most Worshipful Grand Master in
the name of the Grand Lodge of the State of Rhode Island and
gave it the dignified appellation of Fort Hiram. In the evening the
Grand Lodge waited upon his Excellency the Governor and
obtained his approbation of the proceeding and his sanction to
the name, which had been given to the Fort. Perhaps in no
instance has there been a greater work accomplished in one day
by an equal number of persons than was done on this evermemorable occasion – the day was remarkably fine and the
brethren evinced that refreshment was designed only as an
incentive to active exertions when called to labor. At an early
hour the brethren separated enjoying the consoling reflection of
having done their duty.
From the minutes of Bro. Holroyd
William Humphry, Deputy Grand Secretary.”

At this time, and during the years that followed the Anti-Masonic
Crusade of 1829, the Fraternity was blessed by a good degree of
harmony and prosperity. Certain dissensions among brethren in
Newport, however, caused much local irritation during the years
1816-19 and produced a disturbing influence, which was felt
throughout the jurisdiction. It appears that certain dissatisfied
brethren of St. John’s Lodge, Newport had attempted to usurp
authority and establish themselves as independent Masonic
body. In attempting to carry out their purposes they took forcible
possession of the charter, records, and other property of St.
John’s Lodge and made a bold effort to sustain what at first
seemed a formidable revolt. But the malcontents soon found that
the wrongful possession of a charter gave them no standing.
The Grand Lodge denounced the seceders as clandestine
Masons, and they were summarily dismissed from all Masonic
fellowship.

At the close of the first quarter of the nineteenth century
Freemasonry in Rhode Island seemed established on firm
foundations. It was generally commended as an institution of
social privilege and benevolent ministries, and in its moral
aspects was favorably regarded. Subjected to a close scrutiny
during all the period of its existence there had been found little to
its discredit. The intelligent portion of the community might
sometimes criticize the Masonic organization because of its claim
to great age and to an assumed connection with historical events
and personages, and might express regret that a veil of secrecy
was thrown around its movements; but the criticisms as a rule did
not imply any reflection upon the worthy character of the
institution, whose practical usefulness was generally conceded.
Public sentiment was on the side of Freemasonry, and
consequently its prosperity was assured.
(To be continued next issue)

LAFAYETTE LODGE No.47
TABLE LODGE
MARCH 29, 2014 6:00 PM
TRADITIONAL SONGS AND READINGS
CONTACT BOB DRISKO FOR RESERVATIONS

Dear Brethren,
I want to thank everyone who submitted reports and articles for this issue.
Unfortunately, we did not have space for everyone’s submissions. Where appropriate,
I have saved the material for our next issue. As a reminder please get your material
for future issues before the deadline date. Space is on a first come, first serve basis.
As the deadline approaches there is less and less space available and your material
may not be published if received on or after the deadline date.
A few simple guidelines are in order for submissions;

•

Please send all articles as MS Word, Word Perfect or Text documents
Photographs or illustrations should be sent as Jpeg, Tiff or Bitmap files
Please no PDF files they will not be accepted.
The deadline for each issue is firm and submissions are on a first come, first
serve basis, the sooner your article arrives the more likely it is to be included
Please send files to hstrclrsch@aol.com as well as
rifreemason@rimasons.org addresses.

Respectfully,
Brother, Richard Lynch
Editor:

R∴W∴Richard F. Lynch

Associate Editors:

M∴W∴Leon C. Knudsen, PGM
W∴Gerald T. Plemmons
Millie T. Hallstrom
Carol R. Plemmons

Editorial Advisor:
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They retaliated by bringing libel suits against the Grand Master
and the Grand Secretary, whose names were appended to the
printed edicts, and claimed large damages. The Grand Lodge
assumed the expense of defending these suits, which in due time
were decided in favor of legitimate authority. The movement to
establish a spurious Lodge came to naught; but the defeated
brethren were allowed to return to the allegiance in the lawful St.
John’s Lodge under the terms prescribed by Grand Lodge.

From the Editor

•
•
•
•
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M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom Jr. PGM
R∴W∴Grand Secretary

401-359-4474 fygafnd@verizon.net

MANCHESTER LODGE
No. 12
GET-AWAY-WEEKEND
CAPE POINT HOTEL
476 Main Street
W. Yarmouth, MA
877-810-4305
February 28th -- March 2nd 2014
$216 Per Couple (standard)
$196 Per Single (standard)
Price per couple includes:
2 nights accommodations with breakfasts
Hospitality room for the weekend
All tax and gratuities included
A deposit of one night ($108) is required by
th
February 14
Checks made payable to:
Dockside Hotel Group
Make reservations with Ken Bruns
160 MacArthur Blvd. Coventry, RI 02816
By telephone: 401.265.9142
By email: kbruns@ML12.org
Room upgrades available.
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Report from the Masonic Districts
METRO DISTRICT

R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, D.D.G.M.
Gil and I hope that everyone had a great Christmas, Hanukkah
and Holiday Season and that the New Year will bring health,
happiness, prosperity and especially God’s blessing on all. May
you shed the extra pounds from all the celebrations and good
food before the Spring! To all the Snow Birds I hope you are
enjoying your sunny weather, we know you really miss being
here!
First order of business is the results of the Semi-Annual
Communication of the Grand Lodge, and with great pleasure, I
extend a sincere congratulation to our Deputy Grand Master,
R∴W∴ Wyman P. Hallstrom, III on his election to become our
next Grand Master of our Grand Jurisdiction. Also,
congratulations to R∴W∴Ray Hassell and R∴W∴Steve
McGuire on being elected to their next progressive office on their
journey to the Grand East. The sands of time surely move
quickly. Following the Semi-Annual Communication was the Fall
Festival Banquet, which was a huge success. Many danced until
midnight and enjoyed the evening.
Overseas Lodge No. 40 held its Annual Communication on
th
November 11 , Veterans Day, with its usual day-long
ceremonies. It was a fantastic day beginning with the solemn
wreath laying ceremony at the RI Veterans Cemetery and the
excellent presentation of their Color Guard, and then luncheon,
election and installation of Officers, and finally the Annual
Banquet. Kudos is in order for W∴Marcus Channell as he
completed his successful term of office, which was a tribute to his
love of the Craft. Also, a hearty congratulations to W∴Mike
Gardiner as he assumes the East and prepares to continues the
great work of Overseas Lodge. I know the lodge will enjoy
another fruitful year with W∴Mike Gardiner and his capable line
of officers. Being only one of two Military Lodges within our
United States, it is important to support this lodge, especially for
all it stands for. We owe a great debt of gratitude for all military
veterans from ages past and present for their sacrifices to protect
our freedoms. If there are any lodge members who have had
prior or are currently serving our military, I know Overseas Lodge
would appreciate a referral to offer membership in their Military
Lodge. Please help them fill their ranks and continue their legacy
for our veterans.
Our upcoming schedule begins with the Jenks Lodge No. 24
Annual Communication with election of officers and Semi-public
installation on Sunday, January 5th. Please note the Semi-public
installation is being held on a Sunday as allowed by dispensation
by our Most Worshipful Grand Master.
Next on the schedule is:
January 13th DDGM Official Visitation to Redwood Lodge No. 35
January 24th Grand Master’s Official Visitation to Rising Sun
No.30
February 11th DDGM Official Visitation to Overseas Lodge No. 40
March 24th

DDGM Official Visitation to Jenks Lodge No. 24

April 12th

Grand Masters Official Visitation to Ionic Lodge
No. 28

April 16th

DDGM Visitation to St. Johns Lodge
No. 1 Providence

May 12th

Grand Masters Official Visitation to Roger Williams
Lodge No. 32 (Mother Lodge)
Annual Communication of Redwood Lodge No. 35

As you can see, the Metro District is quiet this time of year in
regards to installations and visitations but I know they will be hard
at work within the lodges spreading love and charity wherever
and whenever they can.
To all, from Gil and me, God Bless you and your families, God
bless America, our Military, and our great Fraternity. May the light
of the Grand Architect of the Universe and our Masonic principles
guide us in all our endeavors.

NORTHERN DISTRICT

R∴W∴Kenneth F. Poyton, D.D.G.M.
Greetings from the Northern Masonic District
Congratulations to Brother Michael Picard who was installed as
Master of Mount Moriah Lodge No. 8. I must say that I was very
impressed as to how he is honoring his family this year. I
encourage you to ask him about it. I also want to congratulate
W∴James Lapastora who completed his term as Master. I have
not known Brother Lapastora for long, but I have enjoyed working
with him since coming to the Northern District.
This January 24th, Morning Star Lodge No. 13 will be having their
Annual communication and I anticipate installing Brother Justin
Molitor as Worshipful Master. It would be great to see many
brothers there to help support this proud lodge.
I have two visitations to make; Roger Williams Lodge No. 32 on
th
th
January 11 and Mt. Moriah No. 8 on February 7 . I will be
doing something different for a DDGM at my visitation to Mount
Moriah Lodge. I will be presenting a short talk on the attributes of
trust and hope that you will enjoy this insightful presentation. I am
looking forward to these visitations and introducing the Brethren
from the Northern District to the Masters of these Lodges.
This year every Master of Ceremony for each Grand Lodge
Officer has been filling in for Donald, which is a great way for
each of them to honor our fallen brother. The time has come for
me to find a replacement for Don, as I continue my journey
hopefully to the Grand East. It is with a heavy heart but with great
pride, that I announce Worshipful Brother, Michael Northup as
my Grand Master of Ceremonies. Those of you who know Mike
recognize that he has many of the same attributes that Donald
possessed.
BICYCLE TEAM
Many of us have different interests outside of Masonry. One of
those interests that I, and numerous other brothers have, is riding
a bicycle. With that, I thought it would be great to put together a
“Masonic Bicycling Team.” Two events that Masons already
participate in (and I would like to participate with them) are the
MS 150 ride in June and the Wounded Warrior Ride in
September. Not only do we need riders, but we are also looking
for non-rider volunteers to help make our participation in these
events a success. This is a great way for our Fraternity to come
together and get to know each other on another level. If you are
interested in riding or volunteering, please email me at
kpoyton@pgecu.org or give me a call at 401-232-1646 as soon
as you read this message.
EDUCATION SECTION
This particular education segment comes from the “Masters
Book” by Dr. Carl H. Claudy and is found in Chapter 3 titled;
Duties of a Master.
(continued on page 11)
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Numerous and diversified, a catalog might easily be a fearinspiring document! But, with determination to do, and interest in
accomplishment, difficulties smooth themselves away and the
multiplicity of duties becomes a pleasant experience.
The duties of a Master may be summarized as; duty to the
Lodge, duty to the members (including ill, absent and charity
cases) and duty to the dead.
The Master’s first duty to his Lodge is to lead it to success and
prosperity. This requires a combination of diplomat, financier,
advisor, councilor, friend, critic-and executive!
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Congratulations to W∴Christopher Grant for his hard-work and
dedication to the Craft; he and his officers were able to achieve
the Grand Master’s Award, which was presented by Most
Worshipful Grand Master Russell R. Davis, Sr. I am sure you
have found a prominent location in your Lodge to display
this well-deserved plaque. My congratulations to brother, Francis
Sousa for his ascension to the East and also to your Officers.
M∴W∴Robert Allen, PGM with many of his friends and family,
was in attendance to receive his Grand Lodge 50-Year Service
Award, which was presented by R∴W∴Raymond E. Hassell,
GSW.

Some Masters consider scheduling the work, getting out a
monthly notice, and conducting the meetings, as “success,” but
these are but the skeleton; to clothe such a program with flesh,
the Master must provide entertainment, instruction, inspiration.
His monthly notice should be of sufficient interest to attract
attention and draw attendance. Successful presiding requires far
more than merely answering salutes and putting motions.
EAST BAY DISTRICT
R∴W∴Glenn S. Carlson, D.D.G.M.
Greetings Brethren and Happy New Year!
I hope that you had a safe and happy Thanksgiving, Hanukkah,
Christmas and Kwanzaa. The holidays are all about celebrating
our religious beliefs and spending time together. I hope you were
able to spend time with friends and family and strengthen your
relationships.
I would be remiss if I didn’t mention a few dates from October,
November and December. The first date was, October 1st, our
Most Worshipful Grand Master, Russell R. Davis, Sr.’s Official
Visitation to the East Bay, which was held at St. Paul’s Lodge. I
have to say, W∴James C. Redfearn and the Officers of St.
Paul’s were well prepared. They did a lot of internal house
cleaning and fixing up, to get their Lodge in tip top shape. I would
like to thank all the Brothers of the East Bay that came out to be
a part of the East Bay Suite of Officers, which totaled about 30
brethren and with the brethren of the Grand Master’s Suite
together totaled close to 80 Brothers. R∴W∴Rick Lynch gave
an outstanding presentation this evening, which was enjoyed by
all.
The next date was Washington Lodge’s Annual on October 8th. I
congratulate both W∴Andrew Benn, for his successful year in the
East and W∴Stephen Curria and his newly installed Officers. I
know that Washington Lodge is in capable hands after viewing
your Entered Apprentice Degree conferred at your Special
Communication a few weeks later. I hope you are putting the gift
you received at your annual, that ancient device known as a
“typewriter” to good use.
On November 5, Scott and I joined Adelphoi Lodge No. 33 for
their Awards Night. Many Brethren of Adelphoi Lodge received
awards for their years of Service from 5 to 40 years. W∴Dale
Euga presented these Brothers with their lapel pins and his
personal words of appreciation. I presented W∴Donald Culton,
W∴David Culton and W∴Sidney Clifford, Jr. with their Grand
Lodge 50-Year Service Awards. Brother Kenneth Moffat will
receive his 50-Year Service award in Florida. Congratulations to
all! We then gathered at the Squantum Association for a fantastic
dinner and enjoyed great fellowship.
th

St. Andrew’s Lodge No.39 had their Annual on November 29 .

th
th
Since I am writing this in November, December 10 and 16 are
just out of reach, but I will mention them in this article. Scott and
th
I had our first visitation to Washington Lodge No. 3 on the 10
and I am sure that it was well attended and went off without a
th
hitch. Also, December 16 , St. John’s Lodge No. 1 held their
Annual communication. Congratulations in advance to W∴ David
Lavery, for your hard work as Master of St. John’s Lodge and to
W∴Robert Collins and your soon to be newly installed officers.

Please join Scott and me at the upcoming Lodge Annuals:
Adelphoi Lodge No. 33 - January 7, 2014
St. Alban’s Lodge No. 6 - January 15, 2014
St. Paul’s Lodge No. 14 - January 27, 2014
And for our official Lodge Visitations:
St. Andrews Lodge No. 39 - February 13, 2014
Adelphoi Lodge No. 33
- March 4, 2014 - (Officer Forum)
I would like to pass along a little Masonic poem/toast that I came
across. I used it last year at a Festive Board put on by W∴Mark
Eddleston and the officers of Lafayette Lodge. Wouldn’t you
know it was the first toast on the list. This is for those times when
you get together with brethren to enjoy each other’s fellowship.
We are always looking for that prefect toast; here is one that I
truly enjoy. It is called “A Toast to the Visitors” by Dan Zrymiak.
A Toast to all our differences
A Toast to common ground
A Toast to what we’re seeking
A Toast to what we’ve found
To what brings us together
To what sets us apart
(continued on page 12)
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A Toast to many different souls
United with one heart.
Travel safe and with Light and as always I look forward to
meeting you on the Level.

CENTRAL DISTRICT

R∴W∴Gary S. Kaufman, D.D.G.M.
Hello from the Central District!
This Fall continues to be very busy in the Central District. Dave
and I installed Brother, Kevin Torro as Master of Manchester
Lodge No. 12 on October 21st, Brother, Jason Greene as Master
of Daylight Lodge No. 48 on November 18th and Brother, Ed
th
Diggle as Master of Harmony Lodge No. 9 on November 19 .
The installations and associated dinners and banquets were topnotch affairs and both Dave and I appreciate the hospitality.
Good luck to all the newly installed Masters of the Central
District!
I was able to attend by surprise, the last communication of
Harmony Lodge No. 9 with W∴Mike Dixon in the East. It was a
great night and I hope he enjoyed it as much as I did! Dave and I
hope to make more “Surprise” visits as the year goes on, so keep
a watch out for us.
The winter months bring more Official visitations including; Ionic
Lodge No. 28 on February 9th and Harmony Lodge No. 9 on
th
March 4 . The district is quite active with lodges either in the
middle of degree work or are planning degrees in the near future.
The next time you visit the Scottish Rite Masonic Center, bring
slightly worn jackets, mittens, gloves or scarves. Daylight Lodge
is collecting these items for charity. Ionic Lodge, Harmony Lodge,
and Manchester Lodge each took turns working several times at
the Epiphany Soup Kitchen as a local charity event over the past
holidays. All this adds up to great Masons doing great things both
in and out of their lodges.
Dave and I are having a great time in the Central District and look
forward to more of the same this winter!

SOUTHERN DISTRICT

R∴W∴Robert B. Ellston, D.D.G.M
Greetings from the Southern Masonic District

October 27th found us at the Richmond Country Club, site of a
very well attended “Special Ladies Luncheon” co-hosted by
Franklin and Charity Lodges. What a perfect way and location to
say ‘Thank You and you are truly remembered’ to our “Special
Ladies”. A week later, we were at Charity Lodge for their famous
“Scholarship Dinner” and auction. What a great time and so
much fun! Special thanks to R∴W∴Carl Richard’s wife Carolyn
for the fantastic ‘chicken pot pie’ and fixins. The next “Dinner” is
scheduled for January 25th. Make you reservations by calling
401-364-3632. If you’ve never attended, you’re really missing
something!
The Grand Master’s Official Visitation to the Southern District
th
was hosted by Franklin Lodge No. 20 on November 12 with a
most informative program on human evolution being presented
by URI Assistant Professor, Dr. Holly Dunsworth. While the Most
Worshipful was unable to attend due to the passing of his
Brother-in Law, it was my honor and privilege to receive the
R∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, III, Deputy Grand Master in his
stead. To Most Worshipful Russell R. Davis, Sr. and Lady Laurie,
the Brethren of the Southern District together with myself, Keith
and our wives extend to you our most heartfelt sympathy and
prayers for your untimely loss.
If I may, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate
R∴W∴ Wyman P. (Chip) Hallstrom, III, on his election as our
next Grand Master. To you Right Worshipful and all the members
of the newly elected Grand Council, I wish you the best and may
the Great Architect of the Universe guide you on your pathways.
The Southern District Organizational Meeting has been held and
among other items discussed was the District Charity. This year,
as in years past, the proceeds will be given to the “Johnny Cake
Center” Food Pantry. The “Southern District Winter Warmer
st
Dinner” will be held on February 1 at the Downey Weaver Post
No. 34 (American Legion), 20 Whipple Drive, Charlestown, RI.
Cost is $25.00per person, dinner/raffle tickets 20 for $10. Social
Hour is 5:00 PM, Dinner 6:00 PM. Tickets are available through
the Junior Wardens of the respective Lodges and I also have
tickets. Please join us for this worthwhile endeavor.
As I stated at the opening of this message, the holidays have
passed, however my Brothers, let us not forget those less
fortunate during the Season of Giving or at any time. Please be
generous in your donations to the various Charities and Food
Pantries that do so much to assist those in need, not just during
the Holidays but all year long.

The Holidays have come and gone. We of the Southern District
hope that one and all had a very Happy, Merry and Enjoyable
Holiday Season. May the New Year bring to us PEACE and
prosperity.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LODGES

These past two months have just flown by. Keith and I have
completed two of the four Annuals in the district, Hope Lodge and
Charity Lodge with Franklin Lodge and Mt. Vernon Lodge coming
in January and February respectively. Visitations to the District
will start in early January and continue right thru mid-May with
enjoyable, enlightening and informative programs being offered.
If you have the time and inclination to travel - “way down there” come and join us, the coffee pot is always on.

At our special communication on November 9th, Worshipful
Master, Richard Lynch and his officers conferred the Entered
Apprentice degree on our 10 candidates. W∴Frank Allen and
R∴W∴Kenneth Phillips alternately delivered the (almoners)
charity box lecture to the candidates individually. The procedure
of this initiation was different, after being admitted singularly, they
were all prepared at an extended altar for the solemn obligation.
W∴Armeneg Palian filled in as Tyler and brother Garabed
Emdjian served as Marshal for this special communication. The
work of the evening was very well done.

The October 19th Statewide Masonic Open House enjoyed
moderate success in the district, and I’m pleased to say that
“reliable rumor has it” that there are several candidates who are
knocking at our doors within the district.

St. Johns Lodge No. 1 Providence
Brother, Robert R. Mason, P.M.

At our regular communication on November 20th we honored 3
departed brothers; brother Howard Curtis, W∴Robert Harrop,
(continued on page 13)
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and brother, Thomas Cornicelli.
Most Worshipful Grand Master, Russell R. Davis, Sr. was with us
this evening and was accorded Grand Honors. We had two more
candidates successfully balloted upon. We welcomed
M∴W∴Richard Sokoll, PGM after signing the by-laws as our
newest affiliate member. After the business of the evening the
candidates were presented with the lectures of the several forms
of ceremony of their Entered Apprentice initiation. The evening
ended promptly at 9:00 PM.

Washington Lodge No. 3
Brother, Robert Sinclair, P.M.
Although our lodge has been around for a long time and always
in the same spot, it is surprising how many Masons in Rhode
Island have not made the pilgrimage to Warren to see what we
are all about. If you are one of them give yourself an opportunity
to participate in something a little bit different in Masonic
meetings. We assure you that from the meal before we start, to
your entrance into the lodge room, which is like no other in the
state, the serious work of the evening and most important THE
FRIENDSHIP you will participate in, is what Masonry is all about.
We are all looking forward to having you visit us.
Our new Master, Steve Curria has held his first meeting, ruled
over the Association meeting, witnessed the by-law signing by
two more new Masons, ordered two more applications to take
their usual course and held a very successful Open House. He is
only getting started with a line of officers that is free from Past
Masters except for Secretary and Treasurer.
By the time you read this message we will have held our annual
Open House run in conjunction with the Warren Christmas Walkabout. This brings to our Lodge many townsfolk who would
otherwise have little contact with our group and helps lift the vail
that hangs over this “secret organization”. This event has also
brought in applications for membership in the past.
As with our normal meetings, on the second Tuesday of each
month we are looking forward to our Table Lodge. This year
th
being the 200 anniversary of the War of 1812 and because of
our close association with the Federal Blues Militia Company, to
which most of our members belonged, we will celebrate in style.
Our W∴Curia is also Captain of the current Company and follows
in the Masonic footsteps of our PGM, Seth Peck who was the
unit’s Second Captain. With the help of our Chef Jay Cox we will
feature a special program based on these events including a
menu featuring many of Chef Jay’s favorite foods from Old
Virginia. Tickets for this event are very limited indeed and are
sold on a first come first served basis (see advertisement else
where in this issue). If you are interested act now! Masonic
brothers who are also Federal Blues will be in attendance with
their New Replica 1812 uniforms. As we understand at this time,
W∴Steve’s uniform will feature more silver lace than there is gold
in Fort Knox! We look forward to seeing you soon at Washington
Lodge.

Friendship Lodge No. 7
Brother, Trevor M. Humphrey
I am not going to spend a lot of time talking about the wine
tasting that we held back in November. If you where there you
know what a great success it was thanks to the hard work of
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Brother, Carlo Acquisto, and others. If you were not there, then
you missed a fun event. I just hope that you join us next year.
On November 17th we hosted our Special Ladies Luncheon,
which was an idea that was brought to light by Past Master Ken
Phillips and Past Grand Master, Steve Mitchell many years ago.
It has turned into a very important part of our Lodge’s tradition.
The act of caring for and watching over our Masonic Special
Ladies is truly a Masonic virtue. With each passing year we all
take another step toward that Great Lodge on High and it is
heartwarming to know that the brothers will always care for our
families even when they can no longer watch over them.
Spending the day with our Special Ladies I learned a great deal
about our Lodge’s history. Not about the building, but about the
members, families, and dynamics of the lodge. For example, I
learned that at one point the wives were the ones that cooked
and cleaned the lodge. While many of you would not find this
hard to believe, it shocked me. The entire time I have been a
member of Friendship Lodge it has been the brothers that cook
and to a lesser extent clean the lodge. In fact on several
occasions I have been told or heard others instructed that when
our wives enter the lodge they are to be treated as guests.
In talking to the Special Ladies I could tell that their husbands
would have been great friends with all the current brothers at
Friendship Lodge. Even though times have changed over the
years, the core values and personal traits that go into making a
Mason have not, and that is a wonderful thing!

Mount Moriah Lodge No. 8
Brother, Roger Lepire, P.M.
A Brother’s year ends, and another Brother’s year begins. Such
is the cycle of life in a Masonic Lodge. As our newest Past
Master looks back on the past year he thinks not only of what he
did, but also what he could have done. Our newest Master looks
only to the future. He knows not what lies ahead and has some
trepidation that he may not measure up to the job. Do I speak of
Jim, our newest Past Master, and Mike our newest Master? Not
at all, I speak of all who have ever sat in the Oriental chair. The
vast majority of men who have sat there did not consider it a seat
of power. They considered it an honor to have been elected to it
by their peers. And for a year they worry that they are not
measuring up to expectations. And on their final day as Master
they wonder if they did.
After watching Masters come and go for near twenty-five years I
can say with certainty that with the help of their line, and the
brothers on the sidelines, they always make our lodge proud.
Nobody accomplishes all that they wanted to, but they
accomplish much more than what was asked of them. Nobody
has a good year on their own, they do it as a lodge. A Master
needs only ask for help and it is always given.
A Semi-public Installation can be a wonderful happening. It
allows family and friends to see the pomp and circumstance of a
Masonic lodge. There are few things more inspiring than a
Masonic Installation, and this is one of the few times that nonMasons can attend one of our ceremonies.
For my formative years at Mount Moriah I saw only closed
installations. When I first heard we would have an open I was
naturally apprehensive. I thought it was great and my feelings
have not changed. So once again this year I faced an open
installation and though I looked forward to it I knew that the
success or let down depended on the District Deputy Grand
Master and his Grand Master of Ceremonies.
(continued on page 14)
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That day came on November 15 . The lodge room was full to
capacity with brothers and guests. At 7:30 PM sharp W∴Keith P.
Moan took the floor and gave an excellent presentation of the
Preamble. R∴W∴Robert B. Ellston then led us in prayer. After
that R∴W∴Kenneth F. Poyton, our District Deputy Grand
Master, and his Master of Ceremonies for the evening W∴Rick
Baccus were escorted into the room. The Installation of officers
was flawless and I’m sure our guests were as impressed as I
was.

I could. On a last note, if you have even a little bit of time to help
the Craft, give a hand to the Child Identification Program. Better
known as the CHIP program. They are always in need of help.
See you in the next issue, The Good Lord willing.

W∴Mike Picard gave a really heartfelt speech and then
presented flowers to his wife and daughters. Mike’s family was as
proud of him as he was of them. Mike is taking over a very
successful lodge, and has many good ideas to make it better. He
was a big help to W∴Jim Lapastora this past year and it helped
him to learn some of the fine points of the office of Master. I
intend to write about Mike in the next issue, so I won’t go into any
details here.
I should mention at this time that not only do we have a new
sheriff in lodge, but he has a new left hand man. After 5 years of
exemplary service W∴Brian Pickhover our secretary, has given
up his quill and turned his duties over to W∴Joe Renning. Brian
not only had our lodge to take care of, he is also a long time
secretary of Jenks Lodge in Pawtucket. Best of luck in your future
endeavors Brian.
I would like to give thanks to the officers that made this meeting
as special as it was. I’ll start with R∴W∴Kenneth Poyton. The
District Deputy can make or break an installation. R∴W∴Poyton
made ours an evening to remember. W∴Rick Baccus was great
in his position as Grand Master of Ceremonies. As I’m sure you
all know by now W∴Donald Dunford passed away this summer,
W∴Baccus filled in for him at this meeting. The person that
guests first hear is the officer who explains the doings of the
evening. W∴Keith Moan did a perfect job with a very long
recitation. Great job Keith! And who better to give our opening
prayer than our own R∴W∴Bob Ellston, DDGM of the Southern
District. It was heartfelt as usual.
Although I’ll be writing about W∴Mike in the next issue, I can’t
finish this one without mentioning our Past Master, Jim
Lapastora. Jim put so many of his ideas into reality that I don’t
know where to begin. All of Jim’s events were well attended and
all were a great success. On top of that Jim started our Perpetual
Time Capsule. This is meant to be opened and added to every
25 years. Much memorabilia has already been donated and
locked into the trunk for future generations to enjoy. Jim also
started a food drive where donations are brought to the lodge at
rehearsals and meetings. They are then donated to local
churches for distribution. We adopted a family last December and
bought gifts for the children. This was done through a charity that
kept the name of the family private and the family also did not
know that it came from us. Mike is going to continue that this
year. Jim started a 50/50 raffle at our meetings, the proceeds to
go to different charities. He also started a historical committee
that is chaired by W∴Bob Cornell. The lodge has benefited much
from Bob’s studies about our past. I know I’m missing much of
what has been put in place, but I’m sure you get the idea that
W∴Lapastora was very busy and innovative this past year. Well
done Jim, well done.
I know I got a bit long winded in places, but there were so many
people that did so well I felt it was important to get in as many as

Mount Moriah Lodge’s time capsule and the brothers of the lodge.

Franklin Lodge No. 20
Brother, Daniel Rzewuski
th

On November 12 Franklin Lodge was honored to host this
year's Grand Master's Visitation to the Southern District. The
brethren came out in full force for this event. The Southern
District and the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island were very well
represented. Our hearts went out to our Grand Master who was
unable to attend because of a death in the family. However, he
would have been proud to see Franklin Lodge so full for his
visitation. Seeing all of the District Deputy Grand Masters who
started in the South come back to visit was also great. After a
dinner with fellowship and then introductions, we were all treated
to a stimulating presentation on human evolution by Dr. Holly
Dunsworth of the University of Rhode Island. I think that there
might be a return visit in the future for her at Franklin Lodge, or
invitations to talk at other lodges. We want to thank all who
attended to help make it a very special evening.
This was the first full meeting for our newest Master Mason,
brother, Brett Marggraff. What an introduction to Rhode Island
Freemasonry! It's wonderful welcoming him into our family and
we are looking forward to having him sign the by-laws in
December.
As we now bring 2013 to a close, Franklin Lodge looks towards
2014 and our semi-public installation on the 18th of January, with
great anticipation. All the brothers are looking forward to another
exciting year. Until then, may all brethren and their families enjoy
a safe and prosperous New Year.

Jenks Lodge No. 2
Brother, Stephen M. Stock
Happy New Year Brethren! I bring you the fraternal greetings
from Jenks Lodge and Worshipful Master Thomas M. Holton Jr.
As we all turn our calendars to enter into 2014, Jenks is starting
the year off busy.
On Sunday, January 5th at 1:00 PM we will be having our 2014
Semi-public Annual Installation.
(continued on page 15)

_______________________________________________________________
(continued from Page 14, Jenks Lodge)

This meeting has been getting bigger every year and this year
we’re hoping to fill our sidelines once again. So join us and
support our newly appointed officers and enjoy an afternoon of
fellowship and great food.
On January 27th Jenks Lodge is having its first regular
communication of the New year. On this night, not only will
officers be in new chairs but we will be conferring a class of
several new candidates. Dinner will be served at 6:00 PM and
the meeting at 7:00 PM sharp! We encourage everyone to come
and enjoy our Entered Apprentice Degree.
On February 24th we are having our Annual Scotch and Cigar
Night. This is another growing tradition and tickets are available
through the lodge. On that night we will open lodge to take care
of business and other necessities and upon closing the lodge we
will be heading to Habano’s Cigar Lounge at 1438 Newport
Avenue, Pawtucket, RI. Each ticket is for admittance, a great
buffet, choice cigars, and scotches. Call ahead to make sure you
do not miss this event!
Finally, on Saturday, March 1st we will be hosting our first blood
drive of the year. The drive will run from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM,
and a buffet will be served free to all who donate and for a
monetary donation for all who cannot. This will kick off a run of 6
drives to be held at the lodge for the year. The drives have been
set up such that any brother who wishes to donate on a regular
schedule may do so. The drives will be held every 8 to 9 weeks,
and have been planned so that whether you wish to make a
regular donation or sit in at the double-red machine, all you have
to do is show up. So join us and give the gift of life. Remember,
all single donations can save up to three lives. You can’t do
much better than that!
Well, Brothers, that is it for the first couple of months. Among
new applicants beginning their journeys as candidates, new
Master Masons taking their first chairs in line, and events,
meetings, and charitable endeavors, 2014 should be a great time
in the old lodge. As officers we try to live up to and learn from
our predecessors. As Masons we try to use the time-honored
teachings to build ourselves into better men. As men we try to
come together in an organization of civic-minded individuals who
use our diversity and divergent strengths to influence our local
communities for the better. We are Masons all…join us!

Hope Lodge No. 25

Brother, W∴Tom Clune, Master
Greetings, from Hope Lodge No. 25 in historic Wakefield, Rhode
Island. As I begin my second year in the East, I look forward to
another great year with new and old friends alike.
As we look forward to 2014, Hope Lodge will be hosting the
R∴W∴Robert Ellston, our DDGM, on his official visitation to our
lodge on January 8, 2014. The Officer’s Forum will also take
place that night. This is a great opportunity to get a stamp on
your Masonic Passport as well as attend the required Forum for
lodge officers.
Hope Lodge will again be hosting a Dinner Theater in
collaboration with the Contemporary Theater Company in March
as well as a Cigar Dinner in May.….stay tuned for details!

Ionic Lodge No. 28

Brother, W∴ J.Timothy Fitzhugh, PM
Ionic Lodge will be having an Entered Apprentice degree on
th
January 11 . The Officers are working hard to give our candidate
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the best degree possible. We hope he gets a good feeling about
Freemasonry and the work we do to perpetuate it. W∴Ken
Gebler is impressed with the proficiency of our degree work. He
hopes you can enjoy the evening with us. Join us for dinner at
6:00 PM and the meeting starts at 7:00 PM, a $5.00 donation for
dinner is requested.
February 8th is our annual visitation by the District Deputy Grand
Master. It has always been our Veteran Service award night with
the presentation of 50-year medals. This February we have one
50-year recipient, but there are a total of fourteen members to
receive awards that evening. A 65-year, 60-year, two of 55-year
and several others in the 25-49 year range. We applied and
received dispensation to change the opening time to 12:00 noon
for two reasons; first, we figure with the record of foul weather on
our meeting nights in the past, mid-day will help enable some of
the older members to attend and get their award. Secondly, the
host of our annual W∴Richard Andrews Memorial Game Dinner
gave us that day to hold and they're not likely to change it.
The tickets are on sale through our officers and we hope you can
attend. The program at this meeting should also be interesting. It
will be "Americas Oldest Secret". Join us for an afternoon with
Jim Egan historical researcher and author on the Newport Tower.
Jim has written 8 books on the subject and was featured on the
History Channel "America Unearthed". Come enjoy Jim's
interesting and esoteric presentation on who may have built it,
theories on the astronomical alignments and why and when it
was built. We will have a brunch at 11:00 AM for a $5.00
donation.
March we expect to confer the Fellow Craft degree for our
candidate. Brother, Kevin Williams our Senior Deacon is working
on the Middle Chamber lecture and we're all anxious to hear his
rendition. Hope you all can join us!

Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
Brother, Frank Saccoccio
OUR TRAVELING BROTHER JUBALA AND HIS BAD HABIT
It is my pleasure to inform my brothers that our little mascot has
been out there traveling. He is well on his way to filling up his
Passport and earning that much coveted Certificate from Grand
Lodge. We were lucky to travel last month to Lafayette Lodge for
a great meeting and witness the installation of their officers. He
was again allowed to get his picture taken while sitting in the
east. He also accepted a personal invitation from brother, Mike
Southern to travel to Charity Lodge in the Southern District.
Jubala was welcomed with open arms by the Master.
It is also my duty to inform everyone about the bad news, it
appears Jubala, with his “sticky paws” has misappropriated
Lafayette Lodge’s wall plaque and Charity Lodges gavel. We are
taking measures to remedy these mishaps by sending “Ransom
Notes” to both Masters. They will be required to send a few
brothers to our lodge to retrieve their items. By way of an apology
Roger Williams Lodge will treat the traveling brothers to a nice
dinner before lodge.
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Overseas Lodge No. 40
Brother, Michael J. Gardiner, Master
Who is wise? He that learns from everyone. Who is powerful?
He that governs his passions. Who is rich? He that is content.
Who is that? Nobody.
M∴W∴Benjamin Franklin, PGM, Pennsylvania.
Brother Franklin had a way with words. Always reminding us,
with a sense of humor, that what we strive for may never
perfectly be achieved, but it is important to strive for it
nevertheless! My years of striving towards the East came to
fulfillment at our Annual Communication in November. Our
Annual Communication is always special to Overseas Lodge
regardless of who is coming into the East or leaving it, because it
is held every Veteran's Day. It gives us a chance to honor our
brothers in arms who served their country to preserve our
freedom as well as those who made the ultimate sacrifice in their
service. It was in this spirit that our day began. The weather
seemed to be perfect for November, and the Grand Lodge
wreath laying ceremony at the Veteran's Cemetery was well
attended again this year. The Overseas Color Guard did an
excellent job again this year. We were privileged to be led by our
own brother SSG Andrew Niedfedlt who taught us old dogs a
couple of new tricks. W∴Marcus Channell also arranged for
there to be Bag Pipes and this provided just the right atmosphere
for the event. After the wreath laying ceremony, Overseas Lodge
hosted its annual toast. W∴Marcus Channell did an outstanding
job toasting our veterans, both living and departed. After the
wreath laying ceremony it was time for our annual luncheon at
the Scottish Rite Masonic Center, prior to our Annual
Communication.

This year the annual elections and installation were conducted by
R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, DDGM and W∴Gil Fontes his Master of
Ceremonies. Thank you very much for making it memorable, I
will always remember it fondly! After I was installed into the East,
I was presented with such an honor for this sailor, that there are
no words adequate to express my gratitude. I was presented with
a gavel made from 200-year old wood taken from the USS
Constitution "Old Ironsides". This would have been quite enough
as I am fond of naval history and to hold this piece of it in my
hands was surreal. However, this gavel was made by a Chief
Petty Officer, and not just a Chief, but a member of Overseas
Lodge. A brother who years ago I went through my degrees with
and this year is my Junior Warden in the south. Thank you so
much for the honor Brother, MMC Fred Diel (Ret.)! It will be an
Overseas Lodge tradition that this gavel be passed down to any
Master of the lodge who served in the US Navy. After the gavel
was presented then it was my honor to present a plaque to
W∴Marcus Channell and thank him for all the hard work he put
into his year. I know we all appreciated everything you've done
for the lodge. Worshipful, you will be a tough act to follow!
W∴Marcus was also presented with his Overseas Lodge Past

Master's apron, which in Overseas tradition was outlined in US
Army green and contained the embroidered seals of all five
branches of the US armed forces. W∴Marcus also received his
Past Master's Jewel from W∴Joseph Neto, Jr. who originally
appointed him in line. W∴Marcus then took up his new position
as our lodge secretary. Congratulations W∴Marcus! It is nice to
have you finally serving as full time secretary and thank you for
filling in as secretary while you were still in the East! I have to
say I was also encouraged by the outpouring of support offered
to me for Overseas lodge this year from brothers within our
lodge, from other lodges, and from Grand Lodge. I know that
one of the things that makes Freemasonry special is that we can
call each other "Brother" even though we may not share exactly
the same beliefs in all situations or the same station in life and
meet upon the level for the Craft and the greater good. In my
travels before Freemasonry I was always fond of the quote: "In
essentials unity, in nonessentials liberty, and in all things charity."
I would tell you who said it, but there is some debate about that.
Some say it was St. Augustine, some a German theologian
during the reformation (Peter Meiderlin). I had learned that it was
echoed during the "Great Awakening" in the United States by
Reverend Jonathan Edwards. I also believe the principal is
echoed in Scripture in St. Paul's letter to the Romans, Chapters
1-8 for essentials, Chapter 14 for nonessentials, and in his first
letter to the Corinthians, Chapter 13 for Charity in all things. It
takes a good man to offer support to the lodge even though you
may disagree with the current Master on some things. I met
many good men on Veteran's day this year that I am proud to call
Brother. Come, let us reason together!
The day was then capped off with the Annual Ladies Night
banquet held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. For me, it was the
perfect opportunity to recognize the three most important ladies
in my life who have been so supportive of me. My mother Eileen
Elderkin, my wife, Susan Gardiner, and my daughter Kathryn
Gardiner. I would not be here without you! From all reports, a
good time was had by all. Thank you for coming!
Now we can look to the future. In January, our monthly stated
communication will be a business meeting focusing on a strategy
to grow the lodge and overcome our challenges. I have some
ideas about how to do this and I have already heard some ideas
from some brothers and Past Masters. If you are planning on
attending in January, please put some thought into this issue.
Your idea might be the best one! Overseas has become a small
lodge, but we are hardly down for the count! In fact, we are in a
good position to grow. We gave out two applications at the
Statewide Masonic Open house this year and I look forward to
continued growth in my year. In February we will host
R∴W∴Peter Iacobucci, DDGM and W∴Gil Fontes for our official
DDGM visitation. That night we will have a charity program for
W∴Tom Holton's, Cystic Fibrosis foundation, then on Valentine's
Day weekend we will be enjoying our Annual Sweetheart
Getaway Weekend on Cape Cod! This is always a good time of
fun, fellowship, cigars, spa treatments, and Irish breakfast at the
Keltic Kitchen! As always, this event is opened to all brothers
and their ladies. The event is also open to non-Masons and is a
good way to introduce a prospective brother to some of the fun
and fellowship we experience in the Craft. Watch for the flyer
coming soon!
As always, if there are any other brothers who are currently
serving or are honorably discharged veterans, and would like to
affiliate with our historic lodge, please visit our website at
www.overseaslodge.com. You may also call our secretary W∴
Marcus Channell at 401-739-5468 and request that an
application be sent to you.

_______________________________________________________________

Lafayette Lodge No. 47
Brother, Robert A. Gilbert
On October 5th the Annual installation of officers took place with
W∴Brian R. Cayer as our new Master along with his suite of
officers. The ceremony was attended by over 100 guests
consisting of W∴Brian's family and friends and many Lafayette
Lodge brothers and visiting brothers from other lodges.
M∴W∴ Steven E. Smith, PGM served as Master of Ceremonies,
and as usual did a masterful job of describing the ritual that was
to follow to the attendees.
The installation was conducted by R∴W∴Kenneth F. Poyton,
DDGM for the Northern District. He was assisted by W∴Ronald
P. Reed, Grand Master of Ceremonies for the Deputy Grand
Master. The ritual was performed flawlessly, and R∴W∴Poyton
kept the attendees informed along the way as to what was
happening. After the installation ceremony a very tasty roast
beef dinner was served to all in the lodge dining room.
We all wish W∴Brian R. Cayer well in his new responsibility and
know that he will leave a proud legacy of accomplishment when
the year comes to an end.
On October 26th Lafayette Lodge held its annual Pancake
Breakfast which, was attended by 130 guests and raised $650 for
the Lodge. Truly a huge accomplishment. W∴Bob Drisko
headed the pancake-making and was assisted by a number of
brothers and officers.
On November 6th at our monthly meeting, the lodge members
and guests were treated to a provocative and very interesting
presentation by author, David S. Brody, who discussed his book
'Cabal of the Westford Knight'. Although the book is fictional it
presents some very logical arguments to support the theory that
Templars from Europe were here far before others who are
credited with founding our country. David presented some very
strong reasons to support his thinking and cites physical objects
found in North America to support his points. One interesting item
is The Old Stone Mill in Newport, which David has a way of tying
into his story.
During the summer a movie was produced based on David's
book. The movie is titled “The American Templars” and scenes
were actually filmed in and around Lafayette Lodge. Some of the
lodge officers will be seen in the movie. After the presentation
David answered questions and signed copies of his book. Prior
to the lodge meeting the members and guests enjoyed a roast
turkey dinner that was prepared outside on a spit. It was very
much enjoyed by all. Collation followed the meeting.
During the summer a project was started and managed by
W∴Mark Eddleston to convert our old oil heating system to a gas
system. This conversion will save our lodge considerable money
in the future. Also, a thank you to Stephanie Eddleston for the
helping hand that she provided. Other project accomplishments
were the repaving of the parking lot and outdoor projects headed
by our Temple President, Stephen Acello with a lot of help from
brother David Becker's tractor.
To conclude this very active period of events the lodge advanced
four brothers to the degree of Master Mason. They are Brothers
Donald Gendron, Ted Lucier, Jeff Petite, and Leo Switzer. A very
special congratulations to all of them.
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Daylight Lodge No. 48
Brother, Jason Greene, Master
Happy New Year Brethren,
We have a busy couple of months coming up in January and
February. We will be starting up a new class in January with the
Entered Apprentice Degree. There are two new candidates who
are ready to begin their journey in the Craft. One of the
gentlemen attended the Statewide Masonic Open House that
was held in October, and even though we didn't know it at the
time, he works for my Junior Warden at Electric Boat. It's always
interesting to watch someone you know go through the degrees.
There's plenty of seating at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center so
I'd like to see them filled for this degree...i.e. you’re all invited!
We will open at 9:00 AM, not our usual 10:00 AM. February is
going to bring about our Second Annual Scholarship Breakfast,
which will be held on President's Day. We will also hold a "Bring
a Friend to Lodge Day", which will be set up like the Open House
for all the visitors to see. The breakfast will be held from 7:30 9:00 AM at a cost of $10.00 per person. I believe that my
daughter's Color Guard will also be there selling delicious baked
goods to raise funds. They are not supported by their school and
receive no funds so it is the only way they can buy new
equipment and outfits, so come have a bite, and leave with some
delicious snacks!
I've also gotten word that we have been invited and will be
holding our bus trip to Garibaldi Lodge in NYC on May 9th. If you
haven't been before, don't miss out. They confer the Entered
Apprentice Degree in Italian and it is something to behold. There
will be more information to come and reservations go quick, so
don't miss out, once the bus is filled, you'll have to wait another
18 months or more, because it is by invitation only. Please
remember that as long as a candidate has taken the EA Degree
they can attend. This is a great time to bond with brothers from
around the state, outside the state, and around the world.
I hope that everyone has had a safe and happy new year, and I'll
see you in the Light of Day!

Ye Olde Table Lodge
Washington Lodge No.3
Seven Courses of Selected Culinary Favorites from
The Old Dominion (Virginia) & the Heart of Dixie
SOUP
Creamy Peanut Butter Soup
SALAD
Pineapple and Cheddar Cheese
APPETIZERS
Crab Canapes, Pimento Cheese Toast, Festive Shrimp Toast,
Muffletta
ENTRÉES
Buttermilk Fried Chicken with Dirty Rice
Salmon Croquettes Supreme
Country Ham and Grits with Red Eye Gravy
DESSERT
Crunchy Peach Cobbler

Saturday, February 22nd @ 6:00 PM
Price $35.00
Masonic Temple
39 Baker St., Warren, RI
For Ticket Reservations
Call Steve Curria 401-623-0725 or Bob St. Jean 401-397-4888

Page 18

January/February 2014

___________________________________________________________________

METRO DISTRICT
1stAnnual
WHO IS INVITED: All Masons (MM, FC, EA), and their wives
and adult non-Mason friends who want to learn a little about
the traditions of Freemasonry.
Attire for the evening is business suits for men and dress/pant
suits for women.
WHEN: Saturday, March 22, 2014 – 5:30 PM Social Hour
6:30 PM Dinner
WHERE: Grand Lodge 222 Taunton Ave. East Providence, RI

OKTOBERFEST IN MARCH
(ALL MONEY RAISED TO GO TO THE FISHER HOUSE)
www.fisherhouse.org
RESERVATIONS:
W∴Marcus Channell 401-263-7353,
Email: overseas40.secretary@gmail.com

RHODE ISLAND SHRINE
Masonic Florida Luncheon
SAHIB SHRINE – SARASOTA
February 28, 2014
Sahib Shrine Center 600 N. Beneva Rd.
Sarasota, FL 34232
Telephone (941) 366-4449
COCKTAILS 11:00 AM -- 12:00 NOON
LUNCHEON begins at -- 12:00 NOON

LUNCHEON MENU
POT ROAST OF BEEF or BUTTER CRUMB TILAPIA

⎯Entrees include; Tossed Salad, Herb Roasted Red Potatoes, Vegetable,
Bread & Butter, Dessert, Coffee and Iced Tea.
Cost $20.00 per person, including tax and gratuity.

ALL RESERVATIONS MUST BE PREPAID BY
February 15, 2014
Checks made payable to Sahib Shrine

Please mail reservations to:
Joseph B. Brearley
36304 Piney Ridge Blvd. Fruitland Park, FL 34731
352-250-2769
ALL MASONS, SHRINERS, their LADIES and GUESTS WELCOME
Please support us as our numbers are decreasing.
We expect to have the Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island, Most Worshipful
Brother, Russell R. Davis, Sr. and the new Potentate of Rhode Island Shriners,
William Hall with us. We also welcome our new 50-year members, who will receive
their 50-Year Veterans Medal.
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Saturday, January 18th
West Valley Inn in the Puccini Room
4 Blossom Street Warwick, RI

The evening will begin at 6:00 PM
with a Social Hour

W|ÇÇxÜ V{É|vxá
Sirloin Steak w/2 Baked Stuffed Jumbo
Shrimp
Fresh Haddock Stuffed w/Scallops & Shrimp
Topped w/ Newburg Sauce
Includes: Garden Salad, Soup Family Style, Oven
Roasted Red Bliss Potatoes, Buttered Baby Carrots,
Bread, Dessert, Coffee and Tea
(Vegetarian Option Available Upon Request)

Cost is $35.00 per Person
Reservations through Em. S.K. James Ogilvie at
401-954-8334 or jogilthorp@yahoo.com

Reservation deadline: January 9th 2014
Please make checks payable to:
Calvary Commandery No.13
Reservations only honored with payment in full.
Payments to:
James Ogilvie
20 Turner Avenue Cranston, RI 02920
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Masonic lodges never sought to be overly political and never took sides publicly, but
the format of the lodge offered a template for other groups to imitate or embrace,
The Transition of our Masonic Craft
offering men and women the possibility to imagine they could govern themselves
competently. The lodges and the old constitutions found it very sensible to embrace a
Part II
minimalist religious creed. Anything from theism to pantheism and atheism negated
By: Brother, Robert V. Kalian, P.M.
the original requirement that a Mason be supportive “of a religion of that country be it
what it may”. Jean Rousset de Missy, the founder of the Masonic lodge in the Dutch
Republican in 1735 was a self-described pantheist. Rousset passionately loved his lodge in Amsterdam and wanted it to be a place where virtue and probity
could be cultivated without ties to religion.
In 1738, after the Grand Lodge Book of Constitutions was printed, the Catholic Church condemned Masonic lodge membership. It objected on the grounds
that Freemasonry constituted a new form of religion. It also objected to Masonic idealism of a democratic direction and condemned the practice of frequent
elections as being republican. The Church’s condemnation only made the lodges more attractive to the progressively secular minded who fully endorsed the
practice of Freemasonry. For some men, ultimately becoming at odds with traditional religiosity and monarchial absolutism, membership in Masonic lodges
represented an enthusiasm for new-enlightened “idealism” and the expression of innovative beliefs in tolerance. So it was of no surprise that, by 1750, the
Catholic Church’s edict banning its worshipers from being Masons appeared to only fuel an interest in the guild and Freemasonry truly began to flourish.
Even the very Catholic Austrian territories observed an increase in membership, signaling support for enlightened reform against the traditional privileges of
the clergy and their authoritative teachings.
As we follow the progress of Masonry from operative to speculative, many questions begin to arise. One of the fraternity’s more mystifying enigmas still
remains unsolved – the origins and timeline of the prefix “Free” in Freemasonry. Where did it originate? When in Speculative Masonry did it come into
common use? Why did the title of Masonry suddenly require the addition of a descriptive prefix? These questions continue to plague both students of the
craft and Masonic historians. Yet due to the lack of historical documentation, in reality, our ancient brethren are the chief reason it remains a mystery today.
Possibly owing to the functional illiteracy of the working class of the period, very little was committed to paper. As a footnote – during the era of Operative
Masonry, the title of the craftsman as a Mason was used to describe the individual professionalization within his administrative district and he was subject to
recognition in direct relation to his work expertise, exemplifying his skill. What we do know is in order to better support his family, early craftsmen needed to
expand their area of employment and were required to obtain bureaucratic administrative permission to travel to other jurisdictions, villages, towns and
countries to practice their trade. This traveling craftsman was given the name of “Freemason” as a form of describing his right to cross administrative lines in
pursuit of his trade.
In terms of the word “free” in our speculative period, we must examine the early formation of the Royal Order of Scotland, including the legend and path of the
Knight’s Templar in correlation to Scottish Rites of Freemasonry and the honor bestowed upon them, where the terminology is first found. Scottish folklore
claims Robert I (also known as Robert the Bruce) the King of Scotland from 1306-1329, as the first Grand Master at Kilwinning and suggests a link to the
Knights Templar (KT) whom are assumed to have reformed after disbanding shortly before the Battle of Bannockburn. According to Scottish legend, after
several unsuccessful campaigns and the eventual papal investigation that lead to persecution and suppression by the Catholic church supported by King
Philip the Fair of France, remaining members of the outlawed KT split up and went underground, refusing to let their organization die. Along with their
treasure, one group fled to Scotland where they joined forces with Robert the Bruce to turn the tide of the battle of Bannockburn by charging into the field
waving great white sheets while leading a reserve branch of Scotsmen. The Royal Order then further establishes proof by maintaining that a new Order of
Knighthood was created by the King to reward a group of Masons who helped him win this battle, and thus, the honored title of Freemason was given. It is
held that over the centuries while in Scotland, Templars managed to form strong connections with Scottish nobility, especially in the Forth Clyde Valley. In
time, the Knights came to own five hundred properties making them one of the country’s most influential forces (actual number of Knights Templar were 6).
Parallel with Scottish Masonry, the story as told by the York legend is essentially the same, with Robert the Bruce importing a group of fugitive Templars (6)
who were recognized as Scottish tale, he rewards the Templar with a grand title in recognition of their Masons because of their valiant contribution to building
in Scotland and Scottish society, as in the outstanding support in the Battle of Bannockburn. But it is here, the honorable title of “Free” Mason was coded,
granting the privileges of travel to all Knights in order they may assist in the construction of government buildings and cathedrals throughout Scotland. This is
where we find an amazing juxtaposition of parable in our craft where, hundreds of years earlier, Masons in the operative period are given the title of “Free” in
order to travel for work and centuries later, the same honor was awarded the Knights Templar so they, too, would travel the world in pursuit of their trade.
It is well known that Masonic historians have taken great liberties with their history and legends, posing questions at the plausibility of certain dates and
claims. But as modern day Masons, to dissect and rectify incongruity in timetables would be attacking and discrediting the longevity and heritage which Scottish
Masonry lore has been based on. The Royal Order’s claim that the King of Scotland first sat as the Grand Master at Kilwinning was partially intended to give the
organization a pedigree dating back to the Middle Ages. The story also serves as reminder that the order did not originate with the kings of Scotland, but began as a
band of fugitive Templars in the Holy Land who allegedly supported Bruce on that day at Bannockburn. While its connection to Kilwinning may be nothing more than
the assertion of great age, being able to establish a line of succession from Robert the Bruce pays homage to an accepted line of ancestry whose impressive roots can
possibly be traced as far back as the Crusades. This edict of heritage became popular during the mid-eighteenth century. By laying claim to the idea that
Freemasonry descended from this chivalric Order of Knighthood, the founders of the Royal Order of Scotland were actually trying to assert a general heritage steeped
in ancient history.
th

th

The Royal Order of Scotland traces their ancestral roots to the early Christian period, but during the 16 and 17 centuries, a great transformation took place. The
main nucleus of the craft, the Royal Lodge of Scotland, was relocated to London, England while still in a stage of development. Documentation seems to indicate there
was a very strong influence of the Scottish craft in London’s lodges. The transfer from Scotland to England, accelerated during the relocation of King James VI, who
was crowned as James I of England in 1603, moved his royal court from Edinburgh to London. A large number of Scottish politicians, court members, Masons and
cohorts soon followed. With Scottish influence, Masonry grew in England. This transition in location set in motion a significant structure in organization that further
expanded the craft and, inadvertently, protected it from potential failure it may have faced had it remained in Scotland where lodge membership was severely
diminished by major labor problems throughout the 1600s.
From 1603 to 1795, the three grand bodies of England, Scotland and Ireland did not have a harmonious relationship. There was a great deal of
disagreement, stress and outright disregard for edicts of the Grand Lodge of England culminating in a dichotomy in 1751. Final result – the Grand Lodge of
England became the ultimate body of the craft. After this problematic period, the finalization of the Craft became the norm and today it remains the same.

What mot yitt be.
(What May this mystery of Masonry be)
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
222 Taunton Avenue
East Providence, RI 02914-4556
Telephone: 401-435-4650
Fax: 401-435-4423
Email: grandlodge@rimasons.org
rifreemason@rimasons.org
Web Site: www.rimasons.org
Grand Lodge Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM

Those who wish to receive this publication
other than by virtue of membership, may
subscribe by mailing a check in the amount
of $10.00 (one year / six issues) made payable
and sent to the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island
at the address listed above.

Grand Master’s Testimonial Dinner
in Honor of

Brother, Russell R. Davis, Sr.
Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons
for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations

Friday, April 25, 2013
Crystal Lake Golf Course

100 Bronco Highway, Chepachet, RI

Reservations deadline, April 11, 2014
Please contact Ron Simoes: 617-429-9886 or ronsimoes@ymail.com

Social Hour: 6:00
Dinner: 7:30

Return reservation form with payment to:
Roger Williams Lodge No. 32
c/o Frank Saccoccio,
928 Atwood Avenue Johnston, RI 02919

$40 per person /$75 per couple
Baked Stuffed Chicken
Baked Haddock
Prime Rib

Name:_________________________________
Address:________________________________
Email:__________________________________
Telephone:______________________________
Amount enclosed________________________

Number
attending:_________
____Stuffed Chicken
____Baked Haddock
____Prime Rib

